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Dr. Bartlett’s paper has been crowded out of the present number; it shall 
• appear in our next. 
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jPartU t 
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l(‘arncd boftes. With additions, and a Physiological 'rablc of Man. ^Dedicated 
by permission to Sir Astlet Cooper, B:u*t. F. U. S., Surgeon to the king. By 
Geoui»k R# Skene, Member of the Royal College of Surgeons in liOndon, and 
of the Medical and Chiriirgical Society, &c. &c. &.c. I.ondon, 1827, (from the 
:iuthor.j • * 
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lately taught by Sir Astlet Coopku, Bart. F. R. S., Surgeon to the king, con- 
sulting surgeon to Guy’s Hospital; and Joseph Henry Green, Esq. F. R. S., 
Professor of Anatomy to the Royal Academy, Surgeon to, and Lecturer on Sur- 
gery, St. Thomas’s Hospital. Kmhellislicd with a portrait of Sir Astlky Cooper. 
F.dited by Tiijjmas Castle, F. L. S. Member of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
8cc. London, 1828, (from the editor.) 

Se la Febbre Ghilla sia o no un Conlagio, quistionc Agitata dai Medici Eu- 
ropci cd Amcricaiii. Mqpfioria del Cav.fJolL G. Palloni. Livorno, 182't. 
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ratioifti of Preternatund Labours, reduced to the greatest simplicity; preceded 
by an Investigation of the Mechanism of Labour. From the Frencl#c>f JeLirs 
Hatin, M. D. P. &c. &c. Translated by Riciiarii Tuite, M. D. &c. New 
York. Charles S. Fr^ncis^ 1828, 12mo. pp. 171, (froAi the publishers.) 

Remarks on the Importance of the Teeth; on their Diseases and Modes of 
Cure; with directions for Forming Regular .and Bcjjiutiful sets of Teeth, uiul for 
the Preservation of llicir Health and Beauty. By Samuel S. Fitch, Dentist. 
Philad. 1828. Pamphlet, pp. 27. Pi. L (from the author.) 

Journal dcs Progres des Sciences ct Institutions Mcdicalcs cn Europe, cn 
Amerique, See. Vols. 1^4 anfl X. (in exchange.) 

Annafcs de la Mcdccinc Physiologiquc, for April, May, June, and July, 1828. 
(iff exchange.) 

Revue M^icalc Fran^ais ct Etrangcrc, et Journal de Clinique de THotel 
Dicu, ot la Charitc, et des Grands IlopHaux de Paris, for May and June, (in 
exchange.) 
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Journal General fie M<-ileclne, do Chlrurj^io, ft dc T'harmacic Francais el 
Rlrungercs, ou Uecucil Fcriodiquc dcs Travaux dc la Societc dc Me<Cecine do 
Paris^ Ktdigc. Par A.^N. (Semiiun, Pun dc scs Membres, front January tc 
July, 1828, (in exchange.) 
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T'hc T.ondon Medical and Physical Journal, for July, August, and f^’ptemher, 
(in exchange.) ' r 
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Pot tlie^gralifi cation of o\ir conlrihntors we conllniic the references to the 
works, in which tliey will find notices of their eonnnunications-, these reference's 
are, of course, restricted to the Journals received during the preceding tlire<; 
months. 

Professor Piitstck will find his instrument for^-xcision of the tonsils .and Inin 
cation of tlie u\iila, noticed fn tlie Medico-Chinirgical Tteview, and Ihe London 
Medical and Physical JoMiaal, for July, 1828; and in tlie Journal dcs Progres, 
Vol. X. " • 
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Medical Gazette, Vol. I. No. 24, and notioc'd in the Medico-Chirurgical Revii'W, 
for July 1828. His paper on Bloody fnfiltrations into the Labia**£udcndi, is 
noticed in Froriep’s Notizen, for Janualy, 1828. 
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gical UcVjicw, aiid J.omlon Medical and P]»}'?sical Journal for Jul}, 1828, and 
Journal des Progres, \ ol. IX 
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Aiir. mi Opcmtion for the Cure of Natural Fissure of the Soft 

Palate, lly John C. Wauuen, M. 1). Professor of Anatomy land 
Surgery in the Medical Institution of Harvard University, Boston. 

Some years ago I had occasion to perform an operation for reme* 
dying the natural fissure in the soft palate. At that time I understood 
the opcmtion had been once done in Poland or Germany, and once 
by Professor Roux 5 but I sought in vain for details which might as- 
sist me in its performance. However, 1 executed it satisfactorily then, 
and have since repeated it; and therefore believed that an account of 
the manner in wliich it was eftectetl might be useful, althougli I sup- 
pose it very possible that ProFessc^r Roux and others may have de- 
vised more ingenious jnethods. 

As the operation in tlie first case succeeded, and was imitated in 
the others, I shall describe it in connexion with that case. Tlic pa- 
tient was a healthy young woman of sixteen. She was induced to 
apply for an operation, in consc«iuence of the impracticability of dis- 
tinctly articulating IiT't wt»rds, so that her speech was offensive from 
its guttural tones, and not inielligible to those unaccustomed tf> it. 
The fissure began at the edge of the os palati, where the fleshy mem- 
brane was so thin as to be tran^pareut. Its width was about three- 
quarters of an inch. 

Tlie patient being wqIJ' sujiported and secured, a piece of wood an 
inch wide, a little curveil at’ the end, with a handle to be held by an 
assistanf, was placed between tlie molar teeth on one side, to keep 
the mouth open. A sharp-j)ointed curved bistoury was thrust tii rough 
the top of the palate, above the ang^c of the fissure, and carried down 
on one edge of the fissui’c to its extremity. The same was done on 
tlie opposite side, thus cutting out a picc^ in the form of tlie letter 
’ No. V.— Nov. J828. fl] 
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V, including about a lyie from eacli edge. Next a hoojc with ^0 eye 
in its extremity, of the form represented, in PI. J. armed with a triple * 
thread of strong silk, was passed doubled into the mouth, thrbugh • 
the fissure and behind the palate. The palate was pierced by«iV at 
one-third of the length of the fissure from the upper angle of. fhc 
wound, so as to include about three lines of the edge of the soft pa- • 
late. The eye with the ligature being seen, the latter Vas seized bjr- 
a common hook and drawn out. The eyed hook was then drawn back, 
turned behind the palate, and the other e3ge transfixed in a sinjilar 
manner. A second and a third stitch were passed in the same man- 
ner, the third being as near as possible to the lowe? end of ^the fis- 
sure. Then seizing the upper ligature, I found no difficulty ^n tying 
it with my fingers, without , the aid of a serve-noeud. Tim others 
were tied in the same manner, and the Cnots placed on one side of 
the wound, in order to prevent their pressing into the fissure. On 
drawing the third ligature I had the satisfaction to see the whole fis- 
sure closed. 

The patient was exhausted by the operation, but soon revived. 
She passed twenty-four hours without speaking, or taking a drop of 
liquid in her mouth. For two days more she took only a little water. 
On the fourth day I ascertained that the edges of tlie wound had per- 
fectly united, except at <he lower extremity, where a slight separa- 
tion took place, which afterwards united by means of an additional 
stitch. At the end of seven days I cut out the stitches, which were 
already loose. This patient left ^.he hospital a day or two after. 
About two years subsequent to the operation I saw her, and found 
she swallowed perfectly, spoke very well, and was daily improving. 

During the prevalence of the influenza of 1826, I operated witli 
some rdtuctance on a lad of eleven years old, who had been brought 
a great distance for jthc purpose. A perfect union was cftected: but 
at the end of three days he was seized with the influenza, and not 
understanding how to manage his cough, he tore open tlie adhesions, 
and I at once removed the stitches. This occurrence has led me to 
advise against the operation in children. The boy spoken of will un- 
dergo it a second time in the course of the next year. 

The principal difficulty I met with in this? operation, was in disen - 
gaging the ligature from the hook, after it had perforated the palate. 

In order to obviate this, I had hooks of various forms mai’e* aftei - 
wards by Weiss, of London; but none of them answered tlic purpose 
80 well as the one here represented. I have thought that one witli a 
moveable point, made to slip froffi a socket in the iiook, so that the 
point and the ligature might be drawn out together, would lessen . 
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tins difficulty, and have had one constructed by Rose & Sellers, 
• of wfifth a drawing ac( ompanics this paper, ^his has the same form 
as that I first used, but that the point is removeable. 

If ^ needle without the moveable point is us -vl, cjire must be taken 
in.^lrawing out the ligature to draw on each side from the concavity 
, of tlie hook. If attention is not paid to this, it may happen, that in 
•tracing out t%e ligature on the first side, you entirely disengage it 
from the hook, which must then be armed anew. And again, when 
you draw out the ligature? on the second si«le, the hook may be re- 
tained by the ligature, wliich cannot then be withdrawn, unless the 
stitch is drawn IVom the wound. This last would be a worse mistake 
than the other. Roth of these accidents are avoided ifthe point be move- 
able. In tliis case the point and ligature are w'ithdrawn together, by 
passing {bcornnion hook throfigh the eye of the j)oint. The® point is 
to be armed anew witli the opposite end of the ligature, and then pass- 
ed on the second side of the fissure as on the first. There can be no 
clanger of tlie point falling down the patient’s throat, since it is se- 
cured by^the ligature. 

[ have been very desirous to try this operation on the case of natu- 
ral fissiiyj of both soft and hard pjilate, such as often accompanies 
the hare-lip. Jri such a case it might be justifiable to try the opera- 
tion on an infant; for if a union of the soft palate could be procured 
at an early periotl of life, it is quite probable that a disposition would 
be producccHo fill u]) the bony fissure. 

Whether in an adult any benefit could be derived from such an 
operation is doulurul. I shall embi^ice tj\e first oppu*! unity of making 
the trial. 


11. Jlccouul ofJhc as il appeared in Charleston^ S, C. 

during the Summer o/1828. By S. Hemiy Dicjksov, M. D. f*ro- 
fessor of the Institutes and Practice of Medicine in the Medical 
(vollege of South (Carolina. 

About the end of Jiine, 1828, a singular disease made its ap- 
pearance in our city, flirougU w'hic.h it spread with unexampled ra- 
pidity, soon bringing under its inilucnce the greater part of our po- 
puhftioii. The name by which I liavc designated it is a Spanish term, 
and was first affixed to it, as far as I can learn, in the island of Cuba. 
Its application is .arbitrary; the varft)us explanations ollered respect- 
ing it being far-fetched and uiisatisfiictory. Our spring and summer 
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had been dry, ploaHarit, and temperate, amf witli the exception ol 
whooping-cough, whiefi prcvailc^l through April and May, uncom- 
monly healthy. Few attacks of ordinary endemic fever were. mot 
with, and these few were particularly manageable. • ^ 

In the numerous cases of Dengue a very great variety of symptoiyis 
were presented, numerous modifications being occasioned by age, 
constitution, and other circumstances of the sufterers. 7’he atbiekjtv/^s 
rarely preceded by a formed chil L In general the earliest iiulication of 
seizure consisted in a painful afteclion of some part of the body, some 
limb, joint, or muscle. The wrist, the ancle, tlieback, the knee, nay 
even the extremities of the toes and fingers were tlu’.s selected. In 
one case a single finger became stiif and swollen some lime 'before 
any other symptoms were felt. I saw :u‘ child eat a hearty breakfast, 
after complaining of pain in Ids foot — hisiiand became stiff i'i‘,xt, then 
his knees; the disease developing itself thus gradually during a space 
of at least five hours before there was any regular febrile exacerba- 
tion as denoted by change in the pulse, breathing, heat of the sur- 
face, &c. In a very ohl woman all the fingers were at oncc^attacked 
—they were bent and could not be straightened — and the intensity of 
pain was such as to occasion tears with loud sobs and screatt,is. In a 
stout young man this pain in the very ends of the fingers was such 
tliat he cried bitterly. After these local pains had eiidureil for a 
greater or less period, fever came on with its usual concomitants, 
headache, red eyes, full, abrupt, fre(|uent pulse, hot, pungent, dry 
skin, pain in the back, restlessness. The fever did not rcmil, 
but was usually of short continuance; from eighteen to forty-eight 
hours, the average perhaps being about tliirty-six. Tliere was some- 
times nausea and vomiting, though in a vi*ry large majority of ^cases 
in the early stage of the disease, the stomach was quiet and the 
tongue clean. It was more usual to find excessive iletennination to 
the head. I met witli several instances in whic^* delirium was among 
the first symptoms, coming on with the commencement, and going 
away at the subsidence of the febrile cxaterbalion. The skin I have" 
said was hot and dry at first; it soon however became relaxed, and 
an abundant perspiration was thrown out, attended occasionally by a 
sort of rash or miliary eruption. This eruption appearing in the first 
stage of Dengue, was very various ai d by no means ^-egular or charac- 
teristic. Children were often thus attccted by if, and in several adults 
a thick crop of pimples was the first token of disorder. These usually 
disappeared in a day or two. On the subsidence of the febrile excite- 
ment, the extreme suffering from die local aflections above enumerat- 
ed was somewhat diminished for the most part, but they did not by 
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any means absolutely disappear, swelling, stiflhess, and tenderness 
•of ilit^ftiseased parts reiuainin" formany days, 't’hisstatc of things con- 
^ stituted a sort of deceptive interval between the first and second ‘stages 
of Uiis strange disease. In the mean while lu. ny patients believed 
tln»insclves well, and resumed their ordinary occupations, but their 
, siitferings were by no means ended. On the third or fourth day, 
tj/Qr^s btung ifla fever present, or a very obscure degree of it, the 
tongue woiihl begin to be coated with a yellowish fur, and the sto- 
mach would exhibit much irneasiness and distress. Tlie patient was 
low-spirited, im])atieiit, fretful, ami at night exceedingly restless. 
Many, and inystdf among them, reganled tliis as tlie most oppressive 
and ins?ulferabh^ stage of the attack. There was now not uncommon- 
ly nausea and vomiting, wuth*grcat languor, lassitude, and debility. 
About tl¥' sixth day these s^^uptoins were more or less rclfeve*! liy 
the ct)ming out of an abundant eruption, wdiich 1 arn disposed to re- 
ganl as an esscuitial or characteristic part of tlie disorder. It con- 
sisteil in irregularly-shaped patches, red and elevated; the feet and 
hands sw^elling \\ \ih a sense of thickening and numbness. Then^ was 
much itching and burning of the skin, and at this time a secoml fc- 
l)nle payjxysm often came on, and the j)ains of the joints were in 
many aggravated to their former severity. I saw several cases in 
wliich the first stage of the ilisease, including both local pains and 
general fever, had passed over with very little notice or complainf, 
in which tlifs second stage was very violmit. Many became .sensible 
on the tliiid or fourth day of an iiiJlammation and enlargement of the 
lymphatic glands, in the groin, axilla, on the neck, &c. ami these 
continued swoIKmi amf painful fora length of time after convalescence 
was fiirly established. 

Very children were liable to the disease, even from a few 

«lays after birth; some were supposed indeed to be born with it. The 
circum.stances whicluindi^ced the belief ()f their being thus alfected 
were as follows — tlie skin was of a scarlet retl, the longue and.lijis 
'l^mootli and fiery, the child could not licar to be disturbed, screaming 
violently if lifted from its jilace or if any of its limbs were movcil. 
Ilelow five years of age convulsions very commonly attended the in- 
vasion, and sometimes continued Avilh great frequency throughout the 
whole of the attack. ^ • 

Prv^mant uwinen Avere very liable to abortion, and a very remark- 
able number of instances of such miscarriage occurred among them- 
I’hey Avere usually sei/Aul at tlie very commencement with violent 
pains in the back and loins, extemfliig doAviiAvards into the thighs, ul- 
timately occasioning the expulsion of the.fcetiis. 
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In very old persons, the disease at once occasioned great debility 
and excessive prostration. In one who had previously suftered much 
from rheurnatisin, there was a sort of paralytic affection of the limbs, 
which could merely be moved, but not to such an extent-as to boused 
in any decree. In several elderly persons there was left bchiinl un 
erysipelatous inflammation of one or both legs. In many, regular 
rheumatic inflammations of some joint or Joints supervened during 
convalescence. In two young individuals, however, who had been 
martyrs to rheumatism, there was evident relief from the clironic stiff- 
ness and immobility of limbs and muscles, under which they hatl 
long laboured. In one the relief was absolute and er^tirc, in tl\e other 
partial and imperfect, yet notable in degree. 

A sore mouth was among the symptoms of Dengue. It usually ap- 
])carecl before or about the time of the ciaptioii. This was often at- 
tended with a free flow of the saliva, and a looseness, livid ness, and 
sponginess of the gums, bearing a close resemblance to the c ir- 
cumstances of ptyalism. Ulcers formed in the mouth, which were 
very painful and irritable, and healed very slowly. In two,, patients 
there was hiemorrhagc from the gums and fauces. Tlic most ordinary 
consequences of Dengue were in the first instance the prodqrtion of 
a permanent and remarkable degree of languor and feebleness, and 
beyond this, and somewhat less universally, a liability to very acute 
pain in some joint or muscle, attended perhaps by swelling and ten- 
derness; this was variable, and shifted singularly from point to point; 
in the knees to-day, in the ancles to-morrow, and the wrists tlic next 
<lay. In the gi*eater number those joints or parts which had been at- 
tacked in the first stage of the disease were specially thus tortured, 
but the pains were not by any means exclusively confined to tjiein. 
When regular rheumatic inflammation of such joints came on, it en- 
dured with unconquerable tenacity. A great proportion of our popu- 
lation is even now complaining of acute sufferings on motion from 
this cause; in not a few it seems to increase rather than diminish 
with the lapse of time. 

The prognosis in the malady now described was exceedingly fa- 
vourable. I\wv died of the disease, whether managed by professional 
skill, or by domestic attention, or, (as was the fact in a very large 
proportion,) totally neglected. Yet t’^erc^was a vastdittereiice in the 
degrees of suftcring undergone by different patients, and notca little 
in the duration of this suffering, and in the rapidity and perfectness 
of their convalescence. The very jigcd were most severely shaken: 
remaining for a long time, even when freed from every definite symp- 
tom of local disorder, whether internal or external, singularly inlirm 
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and debilitated? and wasting gradually away ^itli languor and oiua- 
* ciation. Indeed ihcrt arc but very lew persons above tlic age of 
. sixty, who can as yet be pronounced to have recovered absolutely and 
eiitir^y. 

1 . have mentioned that some children were said to have been born 
. with the disease actually formed upon them, as shown by pain on mo- 
tionf febrile h%at of skin, swelling of the smaller joints, &c. Others 
are authentically reported to have been taken ill of it when not more 
' than three or four days old.* The youngest patient which I myself at- 
tended was in the fifth week of its age. This was a marked case, the 
stages of the disdhsc were well defined, and the eruption fairly cha- 
racteristic. I need hardly observe that these young subjects were ol 
course seriously attackecl. CoriVulsions were with them an almost in- 
variable symptom, and were often of extreme violence and frequency. 
In a little girl of about seven wooksold, they continued with scarcely 
any intermissioii, throughout the whole duration of the febrile pa- 
roxysm of the first stage, a space of thir^-six hours. The debility in- 
duced in J:his case was extreme. On the sixth day, about the time of 
the coming out of the eruption, the child fell into an alarming state ol* 
syncope^and continued for three weeks afterwards to be attacked 
with fainting fits of varying intensity and duration. It however re- 
covered at last perfectly. 

Corpulent persons suflered much from this fever, and convalesced 
slowly. It* is not easy to say why this should be so, as many were 
previously in a state of perfectly good health. The intemperate pan! 
in tliis as in every other form of disease, a heavy tax for their dis- 
graceful indulgences. I saw several in whom it served to usher in 
formi(|[able paroxysms of delirium tremens. Most practitioners anti- 
cipated that tlie invasion of Dengue would be especially injurious to 
pulmonic patients, yet as far as 1 could observe it seemed to have 
little infiuence upon«the^e more than upon others, unless, perhaps, 
in the indirect effect of the production of a dangerous degree ofo ge- 
neral debility. 

I saw but three deaths from this disease. One of these w^as of an 
elderly lady, who had been long infirm, and indeed a cripple, from 
chronic rheumatism, though nevcrtlielcss large and corpulent. On the 
day of the accession of tever she took an active cathartic, another on the 
second ciay; on the morning of the third she took an emetic, and in the 
aflet'noou repeated the cathartic. I was sent for on the fourth, when 1 
found her mucli prostrated, incapable of moving, and breathing with 
some difficulty. She sunk gradually Tnto deatli. The second was a fine 
child of about four months oldj had been all nearly two days when 1 
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was dcslriMl to sor it. ^ It was in convulsions, and dicul in IcjJs than 
two hours from tiic time of iny first visit. This little boy was remark- 
able lor strength and robustness of appearance. The third fatal case* 
to which I have reference was that of a little girl, twb and a iialf 
years of age, much weakened by previous whooping-cough and^ ver- 
minous irritation. 1 have already observed that whooping-cough had- 
been prevalent in the spring, and through the summCT several chil- 
dren died of it. If far advanced at the time of the invasion of Dengue, 
this latter was productive of extreme suftcring and high febrilq ex- 
citement, followed occasionally, as in the above instance, by fatal 
prostration. * . 

The violence of the early symptoms of this, singular 
disease, seemed to call imperiously fbr the most prompt and active 
measure's. The lancet was accordingly resorted to by mafty practi- 
tioners, who, without any hesitation ascribed to it a notable power in 
controlling the force of the atiiick. Others were content* to deplete 
by cathartics, each employing his favourite among the widely-ex- 
tended classes of remedies. The ordinary domestic practice, and a 
very large majority of the cases were treated without professional aid, 
consisted in the adininistration of a mild purgative, combinced with or 
followed by a dia])horctic, as the solution of Kpsom salts in infusion o( 
sencka or serpentaria, or warm lemonade, until the bowels were freely 
opened; the patient was then covered up moderately warm, and hoi 
drinks given from time to time, to produce and keep up free pei-- 
spiration, tlie parts most j>airied being fomented with warm water or 
bathed in spiiits. Such was the practice whicli 1 followed in a few ol 
the first instances of the disease wliich fell under my care, but an 
early observation of the hajipy influence of opium over the ex,treme 
sufferii/g of the sick, led me to depend on it ultimately in tlie very 
first instance, and the progress of the season gave me a very great 
number of opportunities of testing the pro]ii'iety of the practice- Do- 
ing called to a lady in the seventh irionth of pregnancy, menaced 
most seriously witli premature labour, I prescribed one huiulreil aiuT 
twenty droj)S of laud.iiium at once, to be rej)ealeJ pro re nala; after 
three or four doses sue fell asleep, and awoke almost entirely free frojn 
pain. Another within a few^ days of her time, was not only quieted 
ill a similar manner, but absolutely rernived from all inconvenience 
by the same treatment; rising out of bed the second day, going.*lh rough 
the eruption almost uneonscioiisly, and in leii days after being favoiii - 
ably delivered of a line healthy child. When suininoned to a patienl 
it became my custom to administer such a dose of opiate as seemed 
iiuUcaicd by the severit y ufethe attack, from a tea spoonful of laurla ■ 
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nuiik||own to.such a (lose of this prcparatioii, or of the tinet. opii 
campli. as was suited to age and other circumstances. If the deter- 
• inination was to the head, this w'as bathed with spirits, while the feet 
wdi’c^immer&'ed in hot water; if there was pain in the limbs, hot fo- 
mentations were applied. The dose of anodyne diapiioretic was re- 
. peated at projier intervals, from one to two hours, until the syinp- 
tonft were relieved, usually alone, but not unfrequently in union 
with the spt. mindercri, a combination which seemed to me particu- 
larly applicable here. If tlie pains subsided on the subsidence of the 
febrile paroxysm, tlie patient was let alone, rest, low diet, and quiet 
being (yijoiiied; /Fhc went through the second stage, without a return 
of local j)ain or notiible febrilp excitement, he was still not interfered 
with; if there was such an exacerbation, (a very common ^circum- 
stance, lA belnrc mentioned, ) the same plan was again resorted to, 
and wi<li similar advantage. 

1 am content, witliout making any attack upon the opinions or 
practice ol my ])rolessioiial brethren, to^claim merely an equal de- 
gree ot success with that obtained by other modes of management. If 
the patients, subjected to the above mild remedial regimen, suffer- 
ed no m<*re at the time, and convalesced as rapidly as those who were 
more actively depleted, they must be considered as on the whole 
gainers. Yet 1 think I would be both safe and impartial in maintain- 
ing that dll* pains which they endured were sooner relieved — that 
they underwent less constitutional derangement — that tliey fell into 
a less degree ol general debility — that tliey of consequence conva- 
lesced more l apidly — aiu! lliat, iiltlioiigh they did not obtain the pri- 
’ village of absolute exem|)tiiiii Irom the rbeuniatic pains, stiffness and 
incapacity, wliich l ontinued m) long to haunt our community, that 
they yet were less 'subject tliaii o(ln‘i> to these incon\enieiiecs.* 

In this singular diMirder, local jyains *)neri preceded byaconsidcr- 
able period, any syni|/tom iol iever or constitutional derangement 
Nay, hours would ol'ien inlerveiie, dm mg which the patient woidd 
liTiip through his usual occupation or aiiuisemeiit, and even cat a 
hearty meal, before the developnienl of giuieral disorder. In certain 
cases, indeed, the whole of the first or rheumatic stage (»f the disease 
would be gone throng li i^i this obscure way, and the patient have no 
certainty of his being attacked until the characteristic eruption ap- 
pe.ired. 4)1 this I saw several instances. Now it would be hardly in 
accordance with ordinary views to contend that the pain here was of 
an inllaniinalory nature — they wer*! i*ither congestive or simply irri- 
tative. At this point then few or none would hesitate to einpl(»y the 
•opiate, as in the cold stage of an intermitteiit. But even subse(|uently, 
No. V.— Nov. 1828. [2] 
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when fever was excitcU, this did not seem to me to eontraindic|te the 
opiate, as being the effect of a peculiar and specific form of local irri- 
tation, transient in duration, singularly disposed to shift from plifte to 
place, and happily determined by the nature of its pro)iimate ^aebsc 
to external parts of no great vital importance, as the limbs and joiiks, 
and it was in this early stage precisely that I found the opiate most 
serviceable, • •• 

To the lancet rny objection was that it was not indicated; that is, 
equal relief was attainable by Ihe ojiiate, and I would always spare 
the vital fluid unless (he abstraction of a portion of it is inclispensa- 
ble- If by any other means I can in short enougli time relieve the sys- 
tem from morbid action excessively intense, 1 would not blec.d; lienee 
T prefer in ordinary inflammatory fever, cold affusions to venesection- 
Kach reduces the pulse ami force of circulation and inflammatory ex- 
citement; one can be repeated indefinitely, the other cannot; one 
leaves the vital power untouched, the other does not. No practitioner 
I presume will contend that^thc absolute mass of blood is, at least in 
the ordinary cases of fever, too great for the system, and f hat abstrac- 
tion is needed on that ground. Cathartics occasioned a loss of much 
valuable time, and really effected little or nothing for the jr tienf. It 
was difficult to obtain their full operation befoi*e the subsitlence of 
the short febrile paroxysm; and even if this success was gained, tlie 
motion which they rendered necessary, seemed to add not a little to 
the discomfort of the sick. The emetic was the least onjectionable, 
but was unnecessary in most instances. It determined well to the 
surface in the young and robust. I did not hesitate to employ the 
ipecacuanha when the patient had eaten heartily just befoi e tlie ac- 
cession of fever, and was nauscateil or greatly oppressed at sUnnach. 
All physicians, I believe, resorted in the second stage freely to the 
opiate, whether alone or with some other diaphoretic. Hut the gohlen 
opportunity was past; the main object of (air art, ])revention of evil, 
was left unaccomplished; the storm had swept by, and its conse- 
quences were remediable with special diflicully. It is no easy mattej* 
to account for the extreme prostration of muscular and vital power, 
so often left by a paroxysm so transient, and in some instances so 
mild; yet this constituted a part of the ])ai*tipular histoiyr of the dis- 
ease under consideration. Nor was tlve contest even now finished; 
we had to deal with an eruptive fever, and if the energies i«f the sys- 
tem were too much impaired, the centrifugal determi nation widen was 
to proceed from or to give relief to the gastric disorder would be slow 
and imperfect. At this stage many were tempted by the great uneasi- 
ness and oppression at stucnach to offer purgatives of various kinds, 
mercurial, saline and resinous; but as far as I know with tlie same 
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resutti— an increase of the internal irrilation^nd a postponement of 
the period of cutaneous inflammation; a protraction necessarily of tlie 
duration of the disease. In such instances too, if I did not deceive 
mjsdlf, there was an aggravation of the local pains, :>nd an increased 
li&bUity to their becoming fixed and inflammatory. 

This miserable stage of restlessness and oppression was soonest 
didtd in those who remained at rest in a rec umbent posture, confining 
themselves to the lightest diet, and avoiding exposure to changes of 
temperature. In a very great number of instances I had recourse, with 
the best effect, to the highest order of diffusible stimulants, in addi- 
tion todthc opiate — camphor, vol. alk. brandy and ether, with sina- 
pisms t(> the extremities. This course was especially tn be pursued 
in those wlio were old and iiifirm, and who had weakened tlmmselves 
and given rise to internal determinations by the previous employ- 
ment of cathartics. 

Nature , — ^'Fhc Dengue is a contagious eruptive fever. That it is 
contagious is readily proved by the fact 4hat its transmission can be 
(raced in*a very great number of cases from one subject to another. 
It has been said tliat cliildren were affirmed to have been born with 
it; at any rate they were often affected with it at such early periods 
ol life, that we can hardly suppose them to have been liable to any 
epidemic influences in the atmosphere. Yet it cannot be denied that 
like whooping-cough and small-pox, and other contagious affections, 
it betaine epidemic, and thus invaded our population with an unex- 
ampled rapidity. 

Very soon after its ii^ipearance among us, an old patient of mine, 
who had not for more than two years jiast left his chamber, was sei/.- 
ed vvirii it. It may be interesting to those who have attended to the 
iliscussions concerning the latent period of fever, to record the fol- 
lowing fact. 

A merchant from a portfon of our middle country coming to town 
near the end of .July on business, was sei/.ed with fever on the third 
<lay alter his arrival- It proved to be a regular attack of Dengue. lie 
had been exposed, as far as J could learn, to no source of contagion, 
having seen no one ill of the disease; and it was surely an uncom- 
monly rapid devclopmei^t of the iiilluence, whcllier of epiilemic dis- 
temperatiire of the air or of crtiy other of the causes of specific forms 
ol lever. •! would maintain it to be an eruptive fever. It is (rue (hat 
cases occurred in which no eruption was thrown out, but this peculi- 
arity was observable in their hisloryi The patient was liable to a se- 
< <md, third, and indeed indefinite number of ndurns of tlie disease. 
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or relapses as they wefe called, while such as were properly c^^ered 
with the eruption about the sixth day were protected from any future 
attack. To this rule there was no exception in my practice/ as. I 
may confidently assert after particular attention to the mattA*. ^ I 
have indeed heard of second attacks when the eruption had hefen 
completed, but on closer inquiry I have been satisfied « that I could 
account for the mistake here. I have mentioned that Ihere was ^tt *a 
great number of instances, and especially among children, an erup- 
tion on the first, second and third days, resembiing prickly heat or 
the efflorescence in scarlatina. This was an irregular circumstance, 
and seemed to have no influence on the future progress of tlv'. case. 
If after this, which subsided early, thctsccondary stage, consisting in 
peculiar gastric disorder, rarely if ever* unattended by more or less 
fever, was not formed in such decided way as to terminate in the clia- 
racteristic eruption above described, the patient was not safe from a 
return of the disease^ the constitution luul not undergone the propei 
modifying and protecting changes which were eifccted by a full de- 
velopment of all the stages of moibid action which belong to the ma- 
lady. 

The origin of this distressing aftection is not known. Th(' newspa- 
pers informed us of its existence in the islands of the West Indies 
some months before it reached us. We recciveil it from Havanna; 
the captain of a vessel trading to that port having introduced it, com- 
municating it first to his immediate fixmily. Since this lime we hove 
seen the news of its invasion of New Orleans and Vera Cruz. I re- 
gard it as highly probable that it will extend ijself all ewer the world, 
as no circumstance has yet appeared to oiler any perceptible barrici 
to its ^reading. 

It has been much dispufed among us whether the Dengue is pro- 
perly a new disease, or is to be considered as a modification of any of 
our known forms of disease. Rush has dcscriiied, under the title ol 
bilibus remittent, a form of fever which appeared in Pliiladelphi.i in 
the summer and autumn of the year 1780 , more closely resembling it 
than any other whose history I luivc met with. It may be jicrhaps in- 
teresting to note the prominent points of resemblance and dissimi- 
larity. 

Rush’s fever made its first appearanevj in July and August. It af- 
fected all ages and botli sexes. Practitioners of pliysic woifld seem, 
as witli us, to have been specially liable. ‘‘ No other febrile disease 
was observed during its prevalence in the city.” It came on some- 
times witli rigor, seldom witli a chilly fit, and often without any sen- 
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sattol)tf)r colil.« Many instances occurred in ivhich it was introduc- 
ed by a delirium. The pains wliich accompanied it were exqui- 
'sitcly severe in the head, back, and limbs. In some these pains were 
so aeftte in tHcir backs and hips that they could not be in bed. In 
othecs they aficcted the neck and arms so as to produce in one in- 
•stance a diflicjjlty of moving the fingers of the right hand. From these 
cilrtf mstances Ihe disease was sometimes be^ ieved to be a rheumatism, 
but its more general name among all classes of people was thebreak- 
'"bOHC fever. A nausea universally, and in some instances a vomiting 
attended. A sq^eatus or consent spitting attended in many in- 
stances J^hrough tfie whole disease. The bowels were in most cases 
regular. • The tongue was generally moist and of a yellow hue. The 
skin was generally moist, esgccmlly when the disease termiii^tod on 
the third t)r fourtli day. The pulse quick and full, but never hanl. 
Little or no thirst attended. A rash often appeared on the third and 
fourth days, which proved favourable. The rash was accompanied by 
a burning in the palms of the hands and soles of the feet. Many peo- 
ple at this^time wlio were not confined to bed, and some who had no 
fever, had an clllorcscencc on their skins. Convalescence from this 
disease Afas slow and attended with many extraordinary symptoms, 
which rendcrccl patients the subjects of medical attention for some 
time after tlic termination of the disease. A bitter taste in the inoudi 
and a yellow tongue continued for near a week. Most who recovered 
complained of nausea and a t«)tal want of appetite. A weakness in 
the knees was uinversal. Faintness, especially upon sitting up, foU 
lowcil this fever. An uncommon dejection of sjnrits was tlie most re- 
markable symptom of convalescence. A young la<ly proposed to him 
to change the name of the disease, and to call it in that stiige, instead 
f)f the break-bone, the bn^ik-heai t feveu-. A remark to the same pur- 
pose, and almost in the same words, was made to me, in her conva- 
lescence from Dengue? by ft Spanish woman, who had never heard ol 
Rush or his writings. 

The mildness of the necessaiy treatment is also a strong point. 
Rush gave gentle emetics, laxatives, and diaphoretics, declaring 
that out of several hundred jiaticnts whom he visited, he did not be- 
fore the 27th of September, when the weather was becoming cool, 
sec one that required bloo«l -letting. Diluent drinks and confiiicmenl 
to bed hii*rccommended as favouring the a]q)earauce of the rash, and 
tlic solution of the disease by perspiration. Lastly, the strong enco- 
mium which he passes upon the uscfqliiess of opium, is an additional 
circumstance ol i^iinilitmle between the two allei tioiis. Its salu 
tary eifects in pmcurinji: .-^wcat and a remisVaoiiol the Icvia led im*,' 



14 Dickson^s Account of the Dengue. 

he says, to prescriisft it afterwards in almost every case, and always 
with the happiest effects. Those physicians enjoy but little pleasure 
in practicing physic, who know not how much of the pain and anguish 
of fevers of a certain kind may be lessened by the judicious Hise of 
opium.’’ I will be pardoned for adding that even Rush himself would 
have been delighted to find that it was unnecessary , at least in the 
majority of cases to wait for what he styles ‘‘ the necessary eVactia- 
tions;” and that this relief or diminution of pain and anguish might 
safely be accorded to the patient, as soon as the disease commenodu,' 
and thus many hours of severe suftering shortened and past 
Let us mark next the points of dissimilarity, or those circumstancc.4 
in which his bilious remittent differs from our eruptive fej/er. lie 
tells'Uig there were generally remissiorijS in this fever every morning, 
and sometimes in the evening. The exacerbations were more severe 
every other day, and sometimes two exacerbations were often ob- 
served in one day. When the fever did not terminate on the third or 
fourth day, it frequently ran on to the eleventh, fourteenth, anil even 
twentieth days, assuming in its progress, according to its duration, llie 
usual symptoms of the typhus gravior, or mitior of Cullen, lie does 
not mention any suspicion of its contagious nature, and does not 
seem to regard the eruption as a very prominent or essential part of 
the disease. Indeed, he docs not describe the cutaneous disorder at 
all, merely terming it a rash, though he speaks of it as a general and 
favourable symptom. After all, I think it may be fairly questioned 
whether the disease itself may not have been modified in sonic mea- 
sure by the treatment pursued and believed to have been indicated by 
its supposed identity in type with the ordinary fevers of tlie seasoji, 
and whether his description of it may not have been rendcnl wague, 
and in a degree therefore unfiiithful, by this view of it, whicli Rush 
seems unhesitatingly to liavc taken. 

Charleston^ August SOthy 1828. 

• I am persuaded that the profession has much to learn upon the sul)jcet of 
the admissibility of opium in the practice in fevers generally. One of the most 
intelligent and experienced physicians whom 1 have ever known, told nu; in 
advanced life, tliat he was every year making some addition to his list of con- 
ditions, allowing the use of opi\ini in disease^, and I may dcclai’e witli truth, 
that the most satisfactory and agi’ccablc of my e.Nperiments in the practice of 
the healing aH have consisted in the employment of this divine remedy- many 
of these having been made in states of the s}steiii, and under circumslances 
which dogmatists of all sects have taught to oiler positive contraindicatioiib to 
its cxliibitioi). 
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Art. III. Reports of Cases treated in the lialtimorc Mbnsdwuse 
In/irmary. IJj Thomv\s H. Wright, M. 1). Physician to the In- 
stitution. 


•A HK following communications arc simply hospital reports, or a 
pIain*record ol* such cases and results, as seemed of suflicient inte- 
rest to deserve attention, or were calculated to illustrate some prin- 
or establish some fact of useful application. 

Case I. Paralysis. Sublaxation and Fracture of one of the Cer- 
vical Pe^/c6ra?.— Priscilla Hilton was admitted into the Baltimore 
Alms-hoiyie, November 14th, 1827, with nearly total paralysis of both 
superior and inferior extremitidfe. I'lie history obtained of the^ase 
was as foltows:— A week previous to admission, thepatlenthad lallon 
doVvn a long flight of stairs, striking, as was supposed, on the back of 
lier neck. The accident was not immediately discovered, and the 
young woman lay for some time inseiisibl|^. When found by the fa- 
mily, her consciousness liad returned, but she* was unable to rise, or 
to use any of her limbs. From that time the paralysis continued, as 
when admitted in the Alms-house, nearly total. 

In connexion with the general paralysis existing wlien this patient 
wjis admitted, tliere was a tumid tense state of the abdomen, resem- 
bling tympanitis. The bowels were torpid, not having acted since*, 
the injury, but from medicinal excitement; the flow of urine free, 
but altogether involuntary; pulse slow and soft, heat natural, respi- 
ration unembarrassed, ^senses perfect, mo pain, but tenderness of 
tlie abdomen. On examining the neck of the patient, there was 
some (U'gree of swelling, aiul great sensibility to pressure. '^J'he head 


was turned and fixed so as to direct the face somewhat to tlie left 
sifle, and all attempts to resttn’c its natural position gijyc pain, and 
was resisted by the paSent# She preferred being placed on the right 
side. Diagnosis. Subluxation, and probably fracture of the fifth 
or sixth cervical vertebra. 

After this patient had been a day or two in the infirmary, she was 
observed to sleep naturally for some hours at a time, but was liable- 
to be aroused by spasmodic attacks, ami was once or twice aflected 
by convulsive muscular action so violent as to throw her out of bod. 
She had Wttle appetite, and it was found that efforts to vomit gene- 
rally ensued a few hours after eating; the egesta commonly green and 
fietid. On the third day after her admission the tendency to vomiting 
became greater; every thing swallowed was soon rejecte<l, ami ster- 
coraccous matter in considerable i|uantity became at last mingled 
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with other Kubstanccfi^thrown ofl‘ by the stomach. TJie atte^iipts to 
procure intestinal evacuations by the usual catliartics, with eneinata, 
having failed, Croton oil was ordered, in combination with -tinct. 
rhei and ol. ricini. B. 01. Croton, gutt. ij. — Tinct. rhei. 5ivi.-^01- 
ricini, ^ j. ft. mist. — donee alvus movetur sumendus. 
The first dose suppressed the vomiting; the second procured two or 
three sufficient alvine movements. The vomiting did dot again occur, 
and the tympanitic state of the abdomen relaxed very much. But 
the patient manifested an increased state of prostration, and not\^^ ' 
standing the liberal use of cordials, gradually sunk^ and expired on 
the following day, the fourth after admission. Th6 mental functions 
continued free from disorder to the last moment. , 

A^arcful dissection disclosed the' following circumstances. The 
entire cervical, and part of the dorsal spine, was cautiously exp(»sed, 
and the vertebrae freed from muscular matter. It was then obvious 
that there existed partial dislocation, with fracture, at the junction 
of the fifth and sixth cerviq^l vertebree. The inferior anterior mar- 
gin of the fifth cervical vertebra projected four or five lives in ad- 
vance of the margin and body of the sixth vertebra. 'Jlie ligament ol 
the left transverse process of the fifth vertebra was torn up#, tlie arti- 
cular surface exposed, and the process itself tlislocated, andpaitially 
separated from the body of the vertebra by fracture. The whole cei - 
vical column, above the point of injury, was turned or twisted 1‘rom 
right to left, so as to present the range or line of Ks s])iiioiis pro- 
cesses, considerably to tlie right of the line of the same ju-ocesses in 11 h‘ 
column below. Hence the ‘turn of the heail and left aspri:t the 
face, noticed as existing when the patient was a<lmitU*iL “^rhe theca 
spinalis was surroundcil, (the vertebral canal fille«l,) some d'o'taiice 
above* and below the point of injury, with semilluid grumous blood. 
The three iQiv^er cervical ainl first dorsal neives at their exit between 
the vertebrae were covered and deeply coloured by the same blootly 
effusion, and the ligament around the injured articulathm slainetl 
and blackened by the same matter. 

The history of the preceding case, with the facts iliscloseil l»y dis- 
section, serves dlustratc some of the doctrines of tlie nei voii.'i lime 
lions predicated on physiological anatomy, and concuis with the pa 
thological data inculcated by eminent iRoilern surgiMuis, in reference 
to injuries of the spinal colimiii, more especially m regard io iii jiuies 
of the cervical spine, as determined in their nature and eilects jiy tin* 
particular point and location of such injury. In the tasit aliove lecit 
ed, the lesion occurred between the lilth and sixth veilebiie, and vo- 
luntary motion was almost holly extinguished in all the muscles- 
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suppltijd by nerves communicating with the 8{»nal marrow below the 
'point oiF injury. But respiration was not seriously impaired, indeed 
•not sensibly embarrassed, because the nerves holding dominion over 
thetnore impbrtant respiratory apparatus, were not directly involved 
iii'flie injury, deriving their origin above the seat of lesion. Hence 
•the protraction of life for many days, although the accident was fatal 
imits nature, dliicfly perhaps from its influence upon the gastric and 
alimentary functions. 

' o.^fherc were some peculiarities in the present instance, or a few 
circumstances not analogous to the phenomena described as usually 
attendant on case'fi of similar injury. Some distinguished siugieons 
mention Retention of urine as^among the consequences Of injfdry of 
the dorsal and cervical spine^ The opposite state existed in ^ sub- 
ject of the preceding account; tlie urine flowed continually and in- 
voluntarily. This incontinence has been found to occur frequently in 
females under circumstances which usually produce retention of urine 
in males, a result probably caused by th^ difierence in the relative 
structure and connexions of the urethra. Surgeons also, (Mr. Coo- 
per and others,) represent involuntary intestinal evacuations as at- 
tendant on injuries of the spinal cord. Obstinate constipation, 
scarcely to be overcome by tlic most powerful purgatives, attended 
every period of the case above reported. There existed also in this 
case more faculty of sensation in the parts below the injury, than is 
common, according to surgical authorities, in such lesions. The 
sensibility of some parts, the trunk especially, was preternaturally 
great, instead of the torpor and insensibility generally described. 

Writers on injuries involving the spinal marrow, speak of a consi- 
ilerabk degree of tympanitic attection of the abdomen resulting from 
such violation, attributing the effect to torpor of the gastro-eiiteritic 
functions, from defective nervous excitement Probably, irritation 
through the ganglionic^ system of nerves, may be concerned in pro- 
ducing the effect in question. It has been already noticed that«the 
subject of the foregoing history was apparently tympanitic, the abdo- 
men being promineiit and tense. The tension lessened a good deal 
after the full operation of a cathartic, but tlie enlargement of the ab- 
domen was not sensibly diminished. The continuance of the latter 
state was explained by dissection. While cutting out the ceiwical witli 
part of the dorsal spine, it was observed that when the cavity of the 
thorax was penetrated, a thin serous fluid flowed out of the chest in 
great quantity, far more than is ever naturally present in that cavity, 
or accumulated by mere infiltration or transudation after death. On 
• opening the abdomen afterwards, it was hiund filled with water, con- 

No. V.— Nov. 1828. fS] 
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taining as much fluid as is usually present in the mature state of abdo- 
minal dropsy. 

Here then was hydrothorax and ascites apparently produced by 
injury of the cervical spine, and so rapidly produced as to havcf^bcn 
matured in a few days. The effusion would appear to have been 
strictly the consequence of the spinal injury, bccaus^e the subject 
seemed to have been, and reported herself to have been in good h&alth 
at the time of the accident. How shall tliis phenomenon be solved. 
Is it to be considered as the result of the violent shock communicate 
ed system, embarrassing the natural functions 9 and determin- 

ed liwTa particularly on the capillary series of circulation amj trans- 
mission, or shall it be regarded as the consequence of irritation sud- 
denijtdevolved on the serous tissues of^the abdomen and thorax, an- 
alogous to that sub-inflammatory diathesis in those textui^s, which 
commonly gives occasion to hydropic effusion P 

The abdominal viscera in this subject were generally in a natural 
state, with the follovring exception. The coats of the bladder were 
very much thickened, particularly where the peritoneum is' reflected 
over the fundus vesicse. Besides the morbid density of the coats and 
peritoneal covering of the bladder, numerous patches of quite black 
matter, of considerable surface and tliickness, were deposited upon both 
the bladder and its peritoneal covering; those deposits were of various 
extent, and appeared of recent formation. Many spots or patches of the 
same melanose substance, were observed on the colon and mesentery. 

Case II. Rheumatica-^Scuta, ulceraiionj caries, with sporUancous 
diafocafton.*-John Callender, aged flfteeii, was admitted into the Bal- 
timore Alms-house, February 3d, 1828, reported to have been sick 
two weeks. The state of this patient when brought to the Alms-house 
was as follows. Acute fever, synochus type — pulse 130 to 140 — ^gene 
ral emaciation— inflammation, pain and sv/ellmg of the right thigh, 
wiih contraction of the right leg, and incapacity to stand or walk. 
The swelling of the thigh was greatest about the middle portion of 
the limb, extending toward the hip, but causing no sensible enlarge- 
ment around the articulation. The swelling of the thigh was diffused 
without tension or signs of effusion, and no apparent tendency to sup- 
puration; the temperature of the limb« very little raised. Pain in 
the part was constant, and became extremely acute on sl^ht pi-es- 
surc or movement of the limb. The scat of most severe pain and 
greatest sensibility was on the internal face of the thigh, over or a 
little below the insertion of the psoas and iliacus muscles. The pre- 
ceding statement of the caije was obtained from the senior pupil of the 
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lious^^ by whqm the patient was taken in cl^rgc, and attended for 
' two weeks previous to the case falling under my notice, having been 
. detained from the institution for that period by sickness. The case 
was ^registered inflammatory rheumatism, and under treatment as 
SH(!h, when I resumed my aUendance on the wards. 

• The general features of this case, and the history of the previous 
siato, seemc(f^o decidedly analogous to the usual display of inflam- 
matory rheumatism, that I did not hesitate, after examining the 
symptoms, and inquiring the manner and circumstances of attack, 
and previous state of health, to admit the propriety of the clarifica- 
tion to^which thel^case was referred, and of the course of ti^bijaent 
pursued| The pain, soreness, and swelling of the thigh oontmuied as 
when admitted; the sensibility *of the part extreme, yet withojLt ten- 
sion, or dtlier sigfis of phlegmonoid affection. The leg was niuch con- 
tracted and flexed on the thigh, incapable of extension, and in that 
bent state the knee lay resting on the opposite limb, from which the 
patient could not bear it elevated or removed without great pain or 
complaint, the point of greatest pain still on the intmor superior 
space of the thigh. There was neither obvious intumescence nor pe- 
culiar sensibility about the hip; the integument was tense over the la- 
teral and posterior aspect of the joint, which seemed simply a conse- 
<|ucnce of the position of the thigh and leg across the opposite limb, 
the patient reclining altogether on the left side. The feverish ac- 
tion liad continued without sensible abatement, from the time, of ad- 
mission, the pulse ranging from 130 to 140, contracted, yet firm and 
somewhat tense; the temperature of the whole body sensibly greater 
tlian natural, skin generally dry and harsh, with sometimes partial 
])erspk'ation of the mucous character, or what is generally termed 
clammy. 

The treatment of the case was conducted on the indications fur- 
nished by the constiti^ional and local circumstances, and correspond- 
ed mainly with the temperate antiphlogistic course so much insisted 
on by Scudamore, and long employed by the profession, in the se- 
cond stage of inflammatory rheumatism. Blood-letting was now omit- 
ted, as incompatible with the exhausted state of the patient and un- 
suited to the period and character of such excitement, which, after 
becoming fully established,*' is almost uniformly unsusceptible ol' 
prompt 4y)ntrol or suppression by direct or active means of depletion. 
The least exciting aperient, diaphoretic, and tranquillizing agents 
were employed in turn according to circumstances, and fomentations 
applied to the aflected limb. Oil, sulphate of magnesia, or the Seid- 
litz compound, were generally directed as aperients, and a solution 
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of sub-carbonate of potash, charged with spirit of nitre, wine pi ipe- 
cacuanha, (or a minute portion of tartar emetic,) and oxymcl of col- 
chicum, exhibited at intervals as a diaphoretic, with Dover’s* pow- 
der, (sometimes combined with calomel,) or the black drop, bwbvi- 
ate pain and vigilance at night. The local treatment was chiefly fo- 
mentation with a tepid solution of muriate of ammonia, combined 
with a portion of spirit of camphor, and occasionally a*vcsicatory was 
laid about ^e hip and limb, a little removed from the immediate seat 
of swelling and sensibility. As a counter agent of fever, the combi- 
natu^;Of camphor, nitrate of potash, and submurias^was found most 
eflBi^il^ and the patient was kept on this course ^nerally f|pr about 
two w^ks, when the feverishness abated so far that locdicines 
were^viihheld, except as occasionally jjemanded to regulate the ex- 
cretions. « 

By the fifth week after admission into the infirmary, the pain and 
swelling of the limb, together with the constitutional disorder, had 
subsided- so much that the patient voluntarily left his bed every ilay, 
and^by the support of crutches walked about tlic ward. Tte leg was 
still contracted, but much more susceptible of voluntary extension, 
than during the state of pain and fever. The patient’s appetite and 
strength improved, and being an active, sprightly youth, he exerted 
himself a good deal to bring the limb into use, extending his move- 
ments in good weather from th^ hospital, to the yard appropriated for 
exercise to convalescents. He had been put, after subsidence of fe- 
ver, upon use of infusion of cinchona with bitters, and supplied witli 
a stimulant embrocation, wiiich he was directed b) employ with di- 
ligent friction, about the hip and knee, continuing such exercise as 
could be taken without pain or fatigue. • 

The second week after Callender had been discharged from clini- 
cal regimen, (between the seventh and eighth after entering the in- 
firmary,) he attracted my attention while passing his bed, on which he 
had Iain down to rest for the moment, by inquiring if something could 
not be done for the more complete extension of his leg, which re- 
mained somewhat contracted. I threw back the bed cover to observe 
the state of the leg, and was immediately struck with apprehension 
that there existed an evil in the case, which I had never before sus- 
pec^; the remarkable relation of the rigid knee to the left, in the 
position the young man lay, at once excited my fears that there was 
serious mischief at the hip. The lad was on his back, with both limbs 
drawn up, and the patella of the right presented three inches short of 
the left. Observing that the pelvis was depressed on the left side, I 
caused that obliquity to be corrected, and finding that the right knee 
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flid descend to the left by two inches, I ci^rcssed to the class, 
'the atWding pupils, my conviction that the head of the femur had 
•lost the acetabulum. Passing round the bed to examine the hip, and 
removing all 'dress from the part, dislocation was manifest, almost 
without the proof of touch. The ball of the femur was dclined through 
4:he thin and tense integument, and could be readily embraced with 
the point of thef fingers. It rested on the dorsum ilii, near tiie border 
of the ischiatic notch, and could be raised, or made to .move readily 
to pressure upward and downward. 

So unexpectec^ a result, in a case of (supposed) rheumatlc.v^ar- 
thritis, [ed me to tloubt the accuracy of the diagnow, in 1|^-.jirst 
instance.^ It was unsupported by precedent vdthin my hnowiledge, 
that rheumatism should destrby the natural relations of %JlM>nc 
so sustained against the influence of muscular contraction, the only 
power which rheumatism seems competent to employ towards the 
work of disarticulation. The solid defences of the joint must have 
been broken down by a process, certainly not common, and perhaps 
never properly belonging to rheumatic degeneration of structnre. 
The true condition of the parts was readily ascertained, by causing 
extension of llie limb to be made, while the head of the bone was 
lifted, (by drawing the shaft outwards,) from the dorsum ilii. When 
the head descended to the level of th^ socket, and rotation was made, 
a sensible and even audible crepitation was distinguished. The liga- 
ments and cup of the acetabulum were opened by ulceration and ca- 
ries, and space had thus been made for the escape of the head of the 
femur. 

It became a question of interest, to learn, if possible, the primary 
occasion of tliis sort of mischief, and particular inquiries were insti- 
tuted anew into the circumstances immediately preceding or first at- 
tending the pain, swelling, and disability of the part, with the probable 
exciting cause of tlie fitst demonstration of the local disease. It was 
minutely investigated whether the hip had been hurt by a fall,H)y 
jumping, a strain, blow, &c. on the part. Those questions had been 
made in a general manner before, and were answered then as now, 
in the negative. No accident had occurred, nor any injury been sus- 
tained, of which the patient was conscious, or which he conjectured 
to have any influence in producing the affection of the part. His own 
account ia detail was as follows. He had been well and active up to 
the day he was attacked. On that day he had been left in charge of 
his master’s bouse, (he was apprenticed,) and was sitting by the 
stove, attending to the children of the family, when in an instant he 
•was seized by pain, witliin, or inside thL“» thigh, near the groin, so 
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acute as to cause hiii^to cry out. He attempted to ri^eand w^lk, but 
found himself unable to stand or move the affected limb; he called' 
the servants to his assistance^ and was carried up stairs to bed; fe« 
ver and swelling of the thigh came on that night, and he rcinaitfied as 
described when admitted into the Alms-house. One fact only cbuld 
be learned) having probable connexion with the onset of disease, 
within the hip-join^ He mentioned now, for the first time, that two 
days preceding the attack of pain in the top of the thigh, he had been 
sent some miles, on an errand requiring despatch, and had rode very 
hard. 

It would perhaps seem to aigue inattention to fhe state of the hip 
in this case, not to have discovered the nature and extent of an evil 
so remarkable as disai-ticulation, until two or three weeks after tlie 
mischief had been done. 1 by no means pretend to sheUer myself 
a^inst the presumption of erroneous diagnosis, or what amounts to 
the same thing, of an incautious and too general estimate of tlie cir- 
cumstances of the case.* ^ But while the patient lay in bed under 
treatment, (which had been the case two weeks before I, saw him,) 
handling the limb gave exquisite pain, and was on that account very 
much abstained from. The character and seat of pain and swelling, 
and the cntonic form of fever, seemed to indicate the distinct predo- 
minance of rheumatic irritation, and on those prominent features of 
the case the treatment was reflated. As it regards the single cir- 
cumstance of the dislocation remaining for a time unsuspected or un- 
discovered, it may be sufficient to remark, that during treatment of 
the case, there was neither swelling nor effusion around tlie hip, those 
being located in the upper internal portion of the thigh, the affected 
limb rested on the other, without any manifest disproportion oriengtli, 
excefit what position would cause, and it was only after the jiatierit 
began to move about, and bear a little on the affected limb — in fact, 
after he had ceased to require or receive particular attention, that 
thb head of the bone left the line of the acetabulum, and moved up 
on tlie back of the ileum. 

Callender is now, (July,) walking about freely on crutches. Tlie 

* It is sufficiently plain on a deliberate retrospect of all the circumstances, 
iliat there was enough in the aggregate symptoms duly weighed, to liavc 
suggested some suspicion of the probability Oi* the danger of scritpis articular 
disease. But it is always easier to trace the relation of signs and theii* causes 
at the close of a case than during the periods of its active progress and unde- 
rided result. In diseases of equivocal character and blended symptoms, it must 
often happen that Instructed experience can alone supply a guide to correct 
discrimination. 
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head of ^hc bone is very distinctly defined on thg dorsum ilii, and has 
suflrere*d no sensible waste. The ulcerous action seems to have ceased 
soon after the period of disarticulation; there is no pain or soreness 
about 4he hip,* and considerable weight can be borne on the affected 
side*without inconvenience. Tlie state of the limb, indeed) is very 
much tliat of chronic dislocation of the femur upward and backward, 
in wliich the prdhninent evils are shortening of the member,' inversion, 
and limited range of movement. The leg remains partially contract- 
ed. His general healtli is very much improved; hectic irritation has 
passed away altogether, and the lad has acquired flesh and strengtii. 
He things himself ^ble to dispense with crutches, and walk by sup- 
port of a ^tick, if inequality in the length of the limbs was obviated 
by a suitable shoe. But he is iJbt yet permitted to incur the rj^k of 
irritation, %r of weakening the defence forming around the head of 
the bone, by pressure on the attected limb in locomotion* The lihib 
has shortened three inches. 

Is this case to be regarded as one of thpse rare instances of rheu- 
matic arthritis, of which some respectable writers admit the possibi- 
lily; namely, rheumatic inflammation lighted up in the articular tex- 
tures, and from peculiar intensity, running on to disorganization and 
waste of both the soft and solid structure of the joint? Mr. Benja- 
min Bell, Good, and others, recognize a species of rheumatic arthro- 
cace terminating in suppuration, ulceration, and caries. Soudamoue 
also adverts to the occasional, though very unfrequent occurrence ol 
suppuration in rheumatic phlegmasia. The kind and seat of pain, 
the early contraction of the leg, and the Very distinct affection of the 
fibrous textures of the thigli in the case of Callender, seem explicitly 
to indicate rheumatic complication; but probably in this case, and in 
all instances denominated rheumatic white-swelling, the rheumatic 
symptoms arc mere coincidences, not essentials, in the disease; 
rheumatism and strumcl often go hand in hand. II we are to regard 
the case in question as a true coxarius, suddenly developed from ifri- 
tation, and involving in speedy destruction, the articular cartilages, 
the spongy fabric of the acetabulum, the synovial membrane, and 
capsular ligaments; it differs in many respects from the usual dis 
play of hip disease. Scrofulous degeneration of joints is commonly 
a slow process, varied no doubt in this particular, by the nature of the 
excitipg i!ause^ and the local disease is usually associated with othei 
evidences of strumous diathesis, as affections of the spinal column oi 
glandular system. None such were present in the case of Callender, 
and the general health had been good, yet the group of physical cha- 
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racters were of thatecast, (tall, spare conforination,^ light lyik* and 
eyes, and lively countenance,) among which struma is often latent. 
Again may , we look to simple or common inflammation of the articu-* 
lar cartilages, produced by contusion from the hard ride', fur thet>figin 
of the disease, and the consequences that ensuedP Mr. Brodie found 
that inflammation of cartilages terminated readily in ulceration, whichy 
if extensiye, necessarily caused caries of the subjacent bone, with*uke- 
ration of the synovial membrane and capsule, and such ulceration and 
caries were often extensive, without evidence of suppuration. But Mr. 
Brodie does not design to separate those forms of ^articular disease, 
from the connexion they are supposed, perhaps '’correctly,^ by Mr. 
Hunter aiid others, to hold with a strumous constitutional, taint., 1 
ihro^out the suggestion merely whether inflammation of cartilages 
from severe irritation, may go on to ulceration and caries fn a habit 
untouched by struma, or where nothing exists to lay predisposition. 
Articular ulceration seems to be sometimes partial, and to cease spon- 
taneously, or atop at a poiqt short of serious destruction. A subject 
was examined last winter, of full stout frame, when upon dividing the 
capsular ligament of the right hip, the head of the femur rose from 
the acetabulum, and it was discovered that tliere was no round liga- 
ment* The fossa of implantation was filled up by fibrous matter, anil 
no vestige of the ligament appeared. There were indications of for- 
mer inflammation, and probably partial ulceration, in the colour and 
thinness of the centralvpart of the acetabular cartilage. ' 

Some of the circumstances in Callender’s case seem worthy of 
particular notice. First, the fact that the articulation was rapidly 
breaking up, without any obvious state of the soft parts immediately' 
investing the joint as might indicate the character of injury going on 
withih. There was no discoverable inflammation or eflusion of the 
skin, or under the fascia, over or around the joints; on the contrary, 
the muscular covering of the articulation v/as exceedingly attenuated, 
and the skin"^ contracted very closely about the part. Second. Tlie 
short time in which the articulation was destroyed, and the bone dislo- 
cated: it was five weeks from the day of attack when the pain ceased, 
and fever subsided; a relief from suHering, owing probably to tlie giv- 
ing way about that time of all the connexions which had kept up ten- 
sion and irritation. Third. That the4icad of the femur liad wasted 
so little as to lueserve its round form, while the deep sccket had 
melted down suflicient to permit it, the head of the bone, to 'move 
out through the opening. Fourth, 'fhe total absence of synipiomalic 
))aipi of the knee, so generally characteristic of acute coxulgia. 
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111- Jlrthrosia Atonica . — ^Elizabeth Henry, aged thirty-five, 
'cidinitled into the Baltimore Alms-house Ist of May, 1828. She is 
of middle size, and well-formed, with black hair and eyes, and fair 
cumpiexion^ says she had led an active, temperate life, enjoyed good 
health, and borne children. When admitted, she could not stand 
.without support, and was unable to walk, from pain in the upper half 
ofctlic right thigli, and weakness of that limb. The day after admis- 
sion she had no fever or head-ache, pulse soft, slow, and equal; skin 
cool, no cough, tongue clean, appetite good, bowels regular, sleep 
natural, except from occasional spasms of the thigh. Thus the circu- 
lating, cerebral, rtspiratory, digestive, and nervous systems, wholly 
out of fault. The complaint of tiie patient was referred by herself 
entirely to the thigh, and a poiflt in the front middle portion of the 
limb indicated as the seat of predominant sensibility. The patient 
stated that she was attacked suddenly, fourteen days before her ad- 
mission into the Alms-house, by acute pain of the thigh, and from 
the moment of attack had been unable to^walk. 

The thigh now exhibited no mark of disease. There was no heat, 
inflammation, tension, or enlargement; Jhc skin and muscles soft and 
pliable, and the part not tender to the touch, except pressed to- 
ward the centre of the limb, when there was shrinking and complaint 
Tlie hip was neither swelled, nor super-sensitive, even to firm pres- 
sure, and the whole limb compared with the opposite one, betrayed 
no visible mark of difference. On my pronouncing the ^parent ab- 
sence of local disease, the patient said the pain was in the bone. I 
confess frautkly that I regarded this poor woman as either ignorantly 
or wilfully exaggerating a common affair of chronic rheumatism. 

The patient had taken some medicine, and the part had been freely 
blistered, (without relief,) before her admission into tlie Alms-house. 
A gum pill, which has produced in the institution much relief from 
chronic rheumatism, coisiposcil of guaiacum, camphor, and hyoscianuis, 
was directed for the patient, with anodyne embrocation of the ptfrt. 

I saw this case every other day for a fortnight, during which time its 
circumstances did not sensibly alter. The patient continued without 
general indisposition, preserving a quiet pulse, cool skin, clean 
tongue, and good appetite, the limb retaining the appearance and 
state before described: she expressed herself relieved from pain by 
the pills, Sind asked to have them renewed when out On the I6tli 
of May she requested me to look again at her limb, stating that it had 
been severely painful the night before, and that it w'as now shorter than 
the other. The thigh was examined, and exhibited its usual appearance; 
oil comparing the lower extremities, the position of the right leg was 
^ No. V.— Nov. 1828. , [4] 
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natural, but the boUonc of the foot presented on a line with the internal 
malleolus of the other leg; that is, the right limb appeared about two 
inches shorter than the left. After every attention to the equipbise of 
the pelvis, and the full, but easy, extension of the limb,' the right’foot 
rested an inch and a half higher than its fellow. The hip was . next 
carefully e]i^amined. The dorsum ilii was free, and t^ic head of the 
femur could not be felt. These circumstances, and t^e natural”pGsi< 
tion of the limb, established that there was no dislocation. But there 
might be something as bad, and on gently extending, raising, and ro- 
tating the limb, a bold, rough crepitation was as distinctly felt as in 
free recent fracture. The head of the femur, or the acetab\iluin, or 
both, were gone, and the limb had been drawn up by the muscles in 
its natural axis. , 

She is at present, (four weeks after destruction of the jBint,) able 
to sit up, and even walks a little by support of one crutch. Her ap- 
pearance betrays no mark of impaired health, and there is no longci* 
pain or soreness in any pai;t of the limb. In her case, too, the only 
inconvenience is shortening, and disability of movement; the injured 
limb is two inches short, and^can be advanced or retracted by its own 
muscles only a very limited space. The aspect, or presentiitioii of 
the limb is natural; in standing, sitting, or lying, there is neither in- 
version nor eversion of the foot It may be noticed here that at one 
period, soon after the articulating surfaces were destroyed, the limb 
was found to have lost its proper attitude, and to lay upon tlie other 
in a state of complete invei-sion. li was easily restored to its natural 
aspect, and by restricting the patient to a position on her back fur some 
time, ii 'did not again decline from its proper axis. 

This is a melancholy case, and suggests a lesson of moik'sty of 
useful import; namely, to disti'ust our sagacity in forming a judgment 
of obscure affections. To myself at least, two such cases occurring 
nearly together, in neither of which the terrible tendency of tlie dis- 
ease was fully apprehended, until revealed by its consummation, 
plainly admonish the necessity of close, careful, and circumstantial 
investigation in such cases, as well as the propriety of proceeding on 
the principle of guarding against the worst that might liappen, even 
though the danger of that result is not ])lainly apparent. 1 cannot 
charge myself with neglect or slight off duty in this case; the counte- 
nance, general health of the patient, and the external state of the 
parts deceived me, and were calculated to deceive. But the thigh 


• It is a state of things in fact, not easy of detection, and even if discovered, 
perhaps still less susceptible af safe conduct. There is little reason to conclude' 
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and lug were frequently and carefully examined. Not a trace of in- 
flammation, swelling, or soreness to the touch existed in the soft parts, 
•eithci* at first or subsequently. The poor woman herself was right: 
sli'exmnstantly declared that the disease was in the bone, and this is 
not*tlie first time a patient’s sensations have been more faithful than 
.the tact of the profession. 

•A.I4 I learnefl further than has been already told, was that the pain 
commenced with a “sudden dart,” in the front of the thigh, two 
inches below the trochanter, while the woman was standing in market. 
On the first days^of pain, a few vesications formed on thfe surface of 
the thig|i, about tltc scat of the pain, but these soon subsided and left 
the, part free from any after appearance of disease. The patient com- 
plained for the first time on the*16th of May, (the day after the joint 
broke up,^ of pain at the top of the knee, which continued severe for 
many days. 

Tlie total absence of constitutional concern in a \rork of local de- 
struction of so serious a character, is an unusual phenomenon, fitted 
t<i mask jthe nature of the disease, and divert from calculation 
on an issue of which there existed so few and equivocal admoni- 
tions. When this woman was admitted into the institution, pain 
of the right thigh not constant, nor very acute, with loss of motive 
power in the limb, constituted the only marks of disease, nay, the 
only evidence of decline from the most perfect state of hcaltli. After 
entering the infirmary the case did not at any time present even an 
ephemeral feverish tumultj the skin was always cool, and pulse tem- 
perate. The pain, or rather uneasiness of the part, though seld[oni 
wholly absent, was never distressing in the day, and was^lfeadily 
averted or mitigated by an anodyne at night. The ultimate destruc- 
tion of the joint, though attended by extreme distress of feeling, pro- 
duced scarcely a sensible febrile movement, and the faint disturbance 
of circulation which atteftled the process in question c^sed very 
soon, and left the patient with a pulse calm anikiuiet, as in health. 

The condition of the limb itself is not less remarkable than the 
constitutional circumstances just adverted to. It has not been, and 
is not even now, (7th of June,) at all wasted or altered in forai. 
Its state as to size, temperature, and all circumstances, shortening 
alone excepted, is perfectly r.atural, and tliere is no longer pain of 
I he part during a state of sfrict repose. This woman now gets out of 
bed, (to make necessary evacuations,) and accomplishes the task by 


that after admission into the infirmaiy, the final consequence could ha\e been 
iverted by any mode of management. 
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lifting the thigh ami oft’ the bed with both her hands. Sh^^says 
that when she is up resting on the sound limb, the affected leg and 
thigh turn uniformly of a very dark, or in her language, black colour. 

A gentleman reading medicine with me, communicated last iii^nter 
a specimen of morbid anatomy he had met with, analogous to the, pre- 
ceding case. The bottom of the socket had wasted *by ulceration 
sufficiently to permit the ball of the femur and neck of the boifc to 
pass up into the pelvis, the great trochanter jutting against the 
brim of the acetabulum. The head of the femur was considerably 
reduced in Size, and a species of ligamentous connexion bound the 
neck and trochanter to the sides and edge of the socket. c 

Baltimore^ July, 1828. , 


Art. IV. Case of JidAllary Aneurism removed by the application of 
a Ligature to the Suhcla'dian Artery. By l)r. Kdwaud W. \Vei.ls, 
Physician and Surgeon in Maracaybo. Communicated by Felix 
Pascaus, M. D. of New York. 

I AM emboldened to ofter the following case to the public from a 
conviction that the detail of every successful surgical operation of 
magnitude is interesting, as throwing additional light on practical 
points of importance, and strengthening facts wliich have been made 
the foundation of useful rules. The successful tcrmiijation of the pre- 
sent ca^ may tend to corroborate four maxims advanced by distin- 
guished surgeons, and which were borne in mind during the operation. 

Ist.^ That in cases of axillary aneurism the operation ought hot to 
be deferred till the tumour acquire such a size as to elevate the cla- 
vicle considerably. 

2d. That the bestUgature is that which is the smallest, compati- 
ble with a degree ofmrength necessary for constricting the artery 
firmly. 

3d. That it is of the utmost importance to maintain the limb in 
as absolute a state of rest as is enjoined in cases of fractured bone. 

4th. That the age of sixty years is not a reason for declining the 
performance of the operation, provided thrre be nothing otherwise 
unfavourable in the constitution, circumstances, or situatidh the 
patient. " 

It is useful in the early stages of the disease, to apply moderate 
pressure in such a manner as to operate only upon the tumour, with- 
out compressing the adjacent and surrounding parts, which in the ‘ 
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. present^case was easily effected by the meane employed, with no 
other inconvenience than a slight degree of numbness and oedema in 
tlie .finders, the necessary consequence of the pressure affecting the 
subcl^ian veiVi, and some of the nerves in the vicinity of the artery. 
Thaf in the present case this compression had the effect of prqpoting 
the enlargemept of the anastomosing vessels, may 1 tiiink be infer- 
red^ from the fact of the circulation in the arterial ramifications of 
the limb being apparently so little affected by the ligature of the ar- 
tery, as manifested by the absence of that increased temperature of 
the part after the pperation, which is usually considered indicative of 
the augn^ented action in the suddenly dilated branches. I would not, 
howjever, by any means delay the operation, when the tumour should 
liavc increased so as to elevatq tfte clavicle to the degree which oc- 
curred in die case under consideration, as it is this position of the 
bone that forms the only difficulty in applying the ligature to the ar- 
tery. It may be further remarked that so much relief from pain was 
afforded by the pressure, that on my orde^ng tlie patient to leave it 
-t)ff for a short time, on account of the swelling of the fingers, he beg- 
ged to be allowed to continue it, as the slight inconvenience of the 
tumefaction was more than counterbalanced by the comfort which the 
compression afforded. 

Ill performing this operation, I was struck with the importance of 
taking time in operating among parts of which a rough handling or 
imprudent injury might have been attended with dangerous, not to 
say fatal consequencesj and I preferred retaining the patient longer 
on the table, which scarcely augmented His suffering, to risking his 
safety by precipitiition. 

It cannot be doubted that the less the parts are separated, and the 
smaller is the extent of the wound, the more probability there is of 
itmnion by the first intention. For this reason the practice ap- 
pears reprehensible whi^h some writers recommend, of making two 
incisions meeting at an angle, and of dividing the omo-hyoideus, afid 
cutting the anterior scalenus muscle. That portion of the artery 
which it is necessary to expose for the purpose of applying the liga- 
ture, may easily be reached by one incision of less than three inches 
in extent, and any further division of parts can be attended with no 
useful purpose, and augments Ihc subsequent danger of suppuration, 
hjemorfhatte, &c. 

The following is the mode of operating that I would employ in or- 
dinary cases: — 

The patient should be laid with the affected shoulder projecting a lit- 
tle over the edge of the table^ the arm drawil down as much as possi- 
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ble, and the elbow backwards, and steadily retained ni ikat yasition 
by a good assistant, by which means the artery will be placedln the 
most favourable relative position, the platysma myoides will be put 
upon the stretch, and the dissection materially facilitated. Then let 
an incision be made through the integuments, beginning immcdiaftely 
over the acromial edge of the clavicular origin of thc^sterno-cleido-. 
mastoid muscle, and a little more than half an inch &ovc the elaAri- 
clc, and continued for about two ibches and a half in length towards 
the shoulder and terminating about a quarter of an inch above the clavi- 
cle. Next let the''platysma myoides be divided carefully^ in order not 
td touch the veins, which ought not to be cut if tiiey do not prove a 
considerable impediment to passing the needle under the artery, as 
their division would render necessai^ additional ligatures, a source 
of irritation which of course it is expedient to avoid. If,' however, 
the jugular vein be so situated as to prove a great source of difficulty, 
let it be included in two ligatures, composed each of a single thread 
of silk, and divided in the interspace. For the reasons just mention- 
ed, the hsemorrhage from the small vessels of the skin should rather . 
be suppressed by compression with the finger, and the dissection of 
tlie cellular substance conducted slowly, and as far as possible with 
the handle of the scalpel in preference to the edge. By this cautious 
mode of proceeding several small arteries may often be avoided, the 
bleeding from which might prove troublesome by obscuring the parts, 
and perhaps render it necessary to apply ligatures. There would 
also be less danger of dividing any nerve of magnitude, an accident 
which might possibly be attended with inconvenience. The ligature^ 
which I would prefer is a strong silk sewing thread, doubled and 
twisted and waxed, so as to render the knot less liable to loosen. In 
operating in the following case some variation from the above methoil 
was made, but the most important circumstances pointed out above 
were attended to^ and perhaps without falling into the error of ponl 
liof^ ergo propter hoc, its success may be considered some argument 
in its favour. 

Case. — Hermencgildo Gonzales, aged sixty-one years, of small 
stature, spare habit, and quiet, patient disposition, one of the poorer 
class of farmers, residing a few mil^ from the city of Maracaybo, 
began in the month of October last to fcel pain in the course of the 
scalcni muscles of the right side, which he could not assign t j any evi- 
«lcnt cause, unless it might have been occasioned by violent exercise 
on horseback. The pain was much augmented on moving the arm, 
and shortly after its appearance a tumour became visible in the ax- 
illa, which, when he applied lo me in tlie month of November, wiis 
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an cvkiynt axihary aneurism. The tumour pufeated strongly in the 
'axilla and under the clavicle, and was of about the dimensions ot a 
small Orange. The brachial artery was also enlarged to about the 
sixe ttf the little finger for about an inch or more in extent, and about 
lift ed inches below the axilla. The pulse and temperature ^ both 
arms were cqiyLl. Considerable pain was felt when the arm was per- 
fectly at rest, a!lid it was much increased by tlie least exercise. The 
patient is the father of three healthy children, has always enjoyeil 
'gwxl health, and was not labouring at the time he applied to me un- 
tlcr any disorder except the tumour, and did not experience pain or 
inconvci^icncc in afty other part of his body. Owing to his spare ha- 
bit pf boily, the subclavian artery was unusually distinct to the feel 
in both simuldcrs, and by modefate pressure on that of the afiected 
side, thcpiJlse in the aneurism, as well as at the wrist, was suppressed. 

Having always the operation in view, I explained to the patient the 
nature of Ids situation, and as a preparatory measure, and with the 
object before mentioned, advised pressure^ to be made to the dilated 
..portion of the artery by means of balls of soft leather stuffed with 
moss, to be applied in the axilla, and to the tumour under the clavi- 
cle, ami retained in their position by a bandage. 

April 8//i.~Thc tumour was considerably increased in size, and 
inoi’t? painful. The application of the balls afforded relief to the pain, 
but occasioned a slight degree of numbness and oedema in the fingers. 
The temperature and pulse were the same in both arms. The super- 
ficial veins in the neighbourhood ot the aneurism were enlarged, ap- 
parently from the pressure of the tumour on the subclavian vein. 
When both scapulae were lowered as much as possible by drawing 
ilowii the arms, the acromial end of the right clavicle was about an 
inch higher than its fellow. A considerable portion of the pectoral 
muscles was protruded by the tumour, winch at the upper part, im- 
mediately under the claviolc, was nearly of a hemispherical figun*, 
and measured three inches in diameter. That in the axilla was con^ 
sidefably smaller. 

April \2th . — At eight o’clock, A. M. 1 proceeded to the operation, 
assisted by Dr. John Irwin, Surgeon Major in the CJoloinbian army, 
cliarged with the care of tlic military hospitals of this place, and Mr- 
David T. Lanman, formerly of New York. The temperature of the 
right hand 94^^, left liand 95°, pulse 86, and equal in both radial arte- 
ries. Vhe patient was laid on the table with the affected shoulder 
projecting a little over the edge. As the skin was very lax, I appre- 
hended that it would be difficult to divide it immediately over the 
place where I intended to dissect down to She artery^ I therefore or- 
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dered the shoulder top be elevated, and drawing down^hc relj^^d in- 
teguments, made my incision immediately upon the clavicle, ’begin- 
ning it over the acromial edge of the clavicular origin of the sterno- 
cleido mastoid muscle, and continuing it along the bone fur lcss*than 
three inches in extent. 1 then, without altering the position of the 
shoulder, cut carefully through the platysmamyoides, which was unr 
usually thin and delicate, but as the incision was made^upon the bone, 

I ran no risk of wounding the jugular vein, which crossed the line of the 
incision diagonally, and nearly in the middle, as soon as the shoulder 
was depressed, in order to continue the dissection down to tlie ai^tery. 
The ann and scapula being drawn down as much* as possible by the 
assistants, I dissected cautiously, sometimes using the hancjllc, some- 
times the edge of the scalpel, until laid bare the artery where it 
emerges from the anterior scalenus muscle. This dissection was 
tedious and ‘Somewhat difficult, the subclavian vein being large, and 
so elevated by the tumour as to cover the situation of the artery. A 
considerable nervous branch lay above and somewhat behind the ar- 
tery, and another rather smaller, crossed it obliciucly just it left, 
the scalenus. Tlie artery was large but apparently healthy, 'flic 
situation of the jugular vein was found to impede the dissection so 
materially that it was included with two ligatures composed each ol* 
a single thread of sewing-silk, and divided between them. The hae- 
morrhage from the small vessels required no ligature, and not more 
than an ounce of blood was lost. The artery being laid b*are, T made a 
slight incision with the cutting spatula tliroiigh the cellular sheath on 
each side of the vessel, and* passed under it Dr. Pauuish’s needle, 
armed with a small ligature composed of two fine strong silk sewing 
threads twisted together and waxed. In this part of the ojwiralion, 
no little difficulty was experienced from the deep situation of the ar- 
tery, although aided by the above excellent needle^ and 1 am con- 
vinced that witiiout a contrivance of the kind it would have been ali- 
sokately impossible to pass the ligature. The thread being under the 
artery, the assistants, as well as myself, examined the vessel, "and 
remained satisfied that it alone was included in the ligature. I then 
tied it firmly, in doing which the patient experienced little or no 
pain. One end of the thread was cut oft’ close to the artery. The 
pulsation immediately ceased in tlie wlmle arm, and the tumour under 
the clavicle shrunk considerably. The wounn was dressed with ad- 
hesive sti'ips, aud the ligatures disposed of in the usual way. Fifteen 
minutes after llic patient was placed in tlie bed, the temperature of 
both arms was the same as before the operation. The pulse in the 
left radial artery was 88,%full, and regular. He complained of no 
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•particular uneai^ness, except a very slight nuinttiess in the lingers of 
- the right hand. Ordered him to confine his diet to bfoth and arrow- 
^root^ and enjoined the strictest attention to remaining perfectly at 
rest, and not to rise from his bed on any account. 

l.Velvc o’clock, pulse 84, full, and regular; temperature pf the 
ri^ht hand 99‘^,^eft hand 100°. He says he has experienced slight 
pain"in the wound and arm, but that it is better. His countenance is 
cheerful. Seven o’clock, P. M. pulse 70, and regular; temperature 
’ of the aftccted side 97°, left side 98°; some pain in the hand and 
arm. • 

13/A.*-^Twclvc frclock, pulse 83; temperature of both arms 99°; 
pain ’in thoarm relieved; numbness slight. 

14//i. — Twelve o’clock, puls^iie fto, and somewhat weaker and irre- 
gular; temperature of both arms 96°. He complains of numbness in 
the arm, Ortlered a more nourishing diet, and as the bowels are 
somewhat confined, laxative enemata. 

Nine o’clock, A. M. pulse 80, ai;d regular; temperature of 
both arms 96°; numbness diminished. He complains of pain in the sto- 
mach; bowels not opened by the enemata. Ordered syrup rhei ^j* 
— pulv. rhei 9J. M. 

IGM.— Nine o’clock, A. M. Medicine produced a copious evacua- 
tion; pain in the stomach was removed. 1 dressed the wound, which 
appeared to be nearly united, and gave no ])aiii; pulse 86; tempera- 
ture of both arms 96°. The sujierlicial veins are imich diminislied in 
size. 

i7th , — Nine o’clock, pulse 80;lempcratare of j)oth arms 96°; wound 
nearly all united, and looks well. The tumour is very hard, and 
iicitlicr k nor the wouml gives any pain. He complains of occasional 
slight pain in tlic arm; the bowels have not been opened; repeat •the 
medicine. 

On the 30th, the uppet* ligature of the jugular vein came away, and 
the next day tlic other ligature of the same vessel, and on the 3d Af 
June, that of the artery. A small sinus remained in the course of 
tlic ligatures which was cured by injections of sulphate of zinc, and 
of solutions of nitrate of silver; and on the 14th of June was perfectly 
healed. The pain and numbness hail entirely left the arm, which 
was every day regaining its motion. 'Die tumour under the clavicle 
had alii^oslf disappeared, and that in tlic axilla was reduced to tlte 
size of a walnut, and very hard. The patient called to see me pre- 
viously to returning to the country to pursue Ids usual avocations, 
overwhelming me with a profusion of grateful expressions; and I hud 
Ihc happiness of feeling that as an humble agent, 1 had been the incan'^ 

No. V. — Nov. IH‘28. 
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of successfully employing one of the triumphant expedfients c^jmoderii. 
surgery, to save an unfortunate fellow-creature from the jaws of the . 
grave, to restore a husband to his despairing wife, and a father to his 
afflicted children. My gratification will be increased, shouldTthede-* 
tail of this case, by adding something to the book of expericn^*e, Hid 
In promoting similar results. 

Maracaybo^ June 23(1, 1828. 


AiiT. V. On the Topography and Diseases of Western Pemisylvania. 

By L. Callaghan, Member of Faculty of Medicine, ami Li- 
centiate of the Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons ortilasgow. 

ESTEUN Pennsylvania stretches from 39° 40' to 42° 20' north 
latitude, and from 78° to 81° west longitude. It is bounded by the 
Alleghany mountains on\he east, by the state of Ohio qn the west,, 
by that of Virginia on the south, and New York on the north, having 
that great inland sea, Lake Erie, on its north-western boundary. 
This portion of Pennsylvania may in geographical language be called 
a table land; low water mark at the city of Pittsburg is one hun 
dred and fifty-two feet above Lake Erie, seven hundred and twenty- 
seven feet above the Hudson at Albany, and seven hufidred and fifty- 
six feet above the Atlantic ocean at Cape May; the apex of the high- 
est ranges of hills are about twelve hundred feet above tide watei 
level in the Chesapeake. 

The entire surface of the country is made up of a succession of 
hilh with intervening valleys, the aspect of descent lying towards 
the south-west. The land abounds in a rich bituminous coal and lime- 
stone; the luxuriance of the timber is the bust evidence of the natu- 
ral fertility of the soil; tlie vallics are equally remote from marsh, and 
the hills from sterility. The country is well v/atered; the Alleghany, 
Conemaugh, Kiskeminitas, and Monongahela are its principal rivers; 
the Alleghany and Monongahela uniting at the city of Pittsburg to 
form the majestic Ohio. In the investigation of the atmosperical tem- 
perature of western Pennsylvania, pmhaps the climatic thermometer 
of VoLNEY is the best standard that can be used, from wlvch four ge- 
neral cases will determine the diftercnce of climate on any two given 
places on our globe. (. Diftercnce of latitude. 2. Diftercnce of 
elevation. 3. Exposure to particular winds. 4. Proximity to, or 
remoteness from, large bodies of water. 
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• Judging from latitude alone, we could ncithef account for the tro- 
pical heat of summer, nor for the intensity of the cold in winter, cx- 
^ pbrienced in western Pennsylvania; nor much less could we account 
for th*c magnitude and suddenness of the changes, situated as wc arc 
iinder.similar parallels of latitude with the city of Madrid in Spain, 
the islands of l^inorca and Sardinia in the Mediterranean, the cities 
of liomc and Naples in Italy, and that of Constantinople in Turkey. 
Hence wc must look, in the investigation of our climate, to our ele- 
■ ^ated situation; our exposure to the north, north-west, and westerly 
winds, to our being jprotected by mountains more than two thousand 
feet high.>from the cast; and south-east to our being remote from the 
warm air of the gulf stream, or the general equalizing effects of the 
waters of the ocean on the atmosphere; to which may be added the 
large portion of our land which is yet under forest. From this com- 
bination of causes the climate may be accounted for in the most sa- 
tisfactory manner. 

It is to be regretted that we arc not as yet in possession of any re- 
gular series* of thcrmometrical observations from which the alterna- 
tions of temperature might be exactly known. This is a subject well 
worthy the attention of the practitioner of medicine, and comes im- 
mediately within his province, as without an accurate investigation of 
the effects of climate on the human body it is impossible to arrive at 
any thing like scientific conclusions with regard to disease. However, 
we may appeal to the experience of every person of observation, re- 
sident in western Pennsylvania, for the high temperature of our sum- 
mer heat and the piercing cold of winter,' with the suddenness and 
magnitude of the changes throughout the year. The past winter in- 
dretl, foiuns an exception in point of mildness scarcely to be equalled 
within the remembrance of the oldest inhabitants. We have had com- 
paratively speaking but little frost, and scarcely any snow, but wc 
liave had the most complete succession of continued rains fromOcto- 
hev to^March. 

During the months of July and August it is not uncommon for the 
lliermometer of Fahrenheit to rise to upwards of 96° in the shade. 
'This high temperature however is not durable for any number of days 
or even hours of the same day, and can only exist during a southerly 
wind. The wind veering about lo the north or particularly the north- 
west, wdl Itiwer the thermometer 10, 20, 30, or 40° in the course of 
a few hours. During the 27th, 28th, and 29th of January, 1821, 
the thermometer stood at from 13 to 14° below zero of FahrcnliciPs 
thermometer; this may be taken as a specimen of our most intense 
cold, but in almost every winter the mercury sinks to or below 
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zero; this can only I.l'«t(luriii«;11io continuance of a mrf’thcrly.qy north- 
westerly wind, particularly the latter; on a change of wind to the 
southward, the temperature will rise 10, 20, or 30° in the cdurse of 
twenty-four hours. In the latter end of March, 1828, ‘the thenniome- 
tcr rose for a few days above G()° of Fahrenheit; in the begihning 
of April it was down below the freezing point. Suc^ is our vicissi- 
tude of climate that it is impossible to calculate on any invariable 
range of temperature for any given time during any season of the 
year. In winter the north-westerly winds bring us the most intense 
degrees of cold; this may be accounted for, from the immense regions 
covered for the greater part of the year with ice or snow lying north- 
west of us; diose immense inland seas, Erie, Huron, Mifhigan and 
Superior, which are ii ozen up for s^ivm al months in the year, and to 
our being exposed to the full and unmitigated sweep of- this wind, 
blowing over those regions, williout fho intervention of mountain or 
the equalizing ellcct of the waters of the ocean. On tlie contrary the 
south wind coming to us l^-om the Gulf of Mexico and the valley of 
the Mississippi, blowing over land for nearly two thoiysand miles,, 
brings us a very increased degree of heat, and accounts ^satisfactorily 
for the high temperature of our summers. 

Tlie prevailing diseases in summer and autumn are affections of the 
brain, stomach, and bowels, particularly tlic latter. In winter and 
spring we liave diseases of the chest and lungs; the latter is increas- 
ing among the sedentary populalion of our towns witli learful strides. 
As we are happily free from marsh miasmata, we are strangers to those 
forms of intermittents which are endemial east, w’esl, iiorlli, and south 
of us. Our fevers arc generally of the continued type, accomjjanied 
with the inflammatory diathesis, the synochus and synocha ^of Cun- 
LKv, and characterized by deranged action of the brain anti bowels. 

We seldom meet with any of the low^ forms of typhus initior, and 
are strangers for the most part to typhu., gi\«,vior. Hence we have no 
contagious fevers. 

In summer and autumn our agricultural population arc not uidVe 
quently visited with dysentery. This is not so common among th<‘ 
inhabitants of the tow ns; winch maybe accounted for from the exposure 
of the agriculturists to the increased heat of summer and autumn. U 
is in most cases cither during harvest, or immedialely after it, that 
this disease breaks forth. 

During harvest the farmer is exposed to the most violent and labo- 
rious exercise under a burning sun, which cannot fail to induce a 
high degree of excitement in the system. The body is bathed w itii 
perspiration, the clothes are saturated with it. The thin linen 
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panUloons, tiaj shirt, &c. the usual summer^ dress of the farmer, 
bocoides' as wet in the case of many persons as if they had been 
-ilrawn through water. If he ^tops to rest fora little, that part of his 
drcs» not in immediate contact with his body becomes cooled down 
^>0 rapidly, that if it is allowed to touch the skin it induces a sensa- 
.tion which can only be compared to the application ot ice to the body 
uiider otlicr cifcumstances- Here is a fertile source of disease. His 
thirst is intolerable; he must drink large quantities of fluid; nature 
N calls for a reduction of the febrile excitement of the system; the in- 
creased perspiration must be sujiplied; the usual drink is ardent spi- 
lit's with water. '4"o enable him to undergo his increased labour, liis 
food is rendered more luxurious, and for the most part more indiges- 
tible. lie swallows large and frequently repeated quantities of solid 
animal fo4id. Ilis night of rest is short, and his day of labour long, 
lie is frequently found out in his light dress, with the system yet 
hot with the excitement of the tlay, under the dcAvs of the evening. 
He is out in the morning with the rising of the sun, while the fields 
arc still w;et with the dews of the previous night. Here arc other fer- 
tile sources of disease. The fever which is attendant on this disease 
is of a highly inllammatory type; the bowels and peritoneum partake 
most severely of the diseased action. It is not usually fatal under 
any well regulated mode of treatment. It is not contagious, although 
ils spreading over entire sections of adjoining country, iinluces a be- 
lief among tfie people that it is so. But this arises from all having 
been exposed less or more, to the original exciting causes of the alfec' 
tion, and not froih the powers of contagion. 

Cholera infantum is a disease frequent in the towns during the sum- 
mer uroliths, and more especially in confined and badly ventilateil 
apai liuents. In these places its fatality is considerable. * 

It is usual in professional intercourse to hear a great deal about bili- 
ous <liseases; we have hilio.us fevers, bilious colics, bilious head -aches, 
and even bilious pleurisies, without eml. Does a patient present him- 
selfwith a furred tongue, he is bilious;has he constipation of theboweds, 
he is bilious; has he impaired digestion, he is bilious; and so on, until 
at length biliary derangement has become, in the vocabulary of these 
gentlemen, the primum mobile in most cases of disease. Were this 
simply confined to an error it; nosological discrimination, it wouhJ ht‘ 
comparaiively harmless, but it leads to the most mischievous errois 
in practice. That we have in reality no such biliary ileraiigenient, it 
is only necessary to appeal to our climate. U is physically impossi- 
ble that it should exist under our viuiablc atmosphpre and in ourcle 
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vated (situation. It ift only in marshy countries and " under ^ *more 
southern sun, that general hepatic derangement entwines itself to any 
extent with the prevailing diseases, as in the more southern and low-' 
lying sections of the United States or the peninsula of India. 

Here we should have post mortem examinations to appeal to, bul 
our medical industry presents us only with meagre daja in this re-* 
spect. Had this method of investigation been resorted to, it is mat- 
ter of impossibility that we could long have laboured under this bili- 
ary delusion. The prepossessions of the people may be pleaded in ex- ' 
tenuation, but this affords only a slender cover; the minds of the 
people here, as well as in tlie sea-board cities, nfight and w;ould be 
entirely under the guidance of their medical attendants in this re- 
spect, were they to set the importance of it in every case plainly be- 
fore them. 

We shall now consider the propriety of using mercury in tliese 
diseases. 

From the well-known effects of mercury on the human constitution, 
it evidently behooves th^ judicious practitioner to weigh well the pro- 
priety of having recourse to so powerful an agent. Previous to its ad- 
ministration, it should be ascertained that it is not only applicable, 
but absolutely necessary for the particular case of disease; nothing 
short of this can justify its use in a single instance. That there are 
cases of disease in Western Pennsylvania demanding the exhibition 
of this mineral, I am well aware from experience, but that it is neces- 
sary, or even tapplicable to the general mass of summer or autumnal 
complaints incident to the country, and as modified by the climate, 
is neither warranted by facts or just induction; as a proof of this, 
it is only necessary to refer to a list of those diseases with- their 
remote and proximate effects on the constitution. And first, of cho- 
lera infantum, (the cholera of adults is but of rare occurrence,) dis- 
section, it is true, proves an accumulation of bvlc in the stomach ami 
tluodenum, relaxation and distention of the biliary ducts; but this is 
only the effect, not the cause, of the disease. Vomiting and purging 
constitutes the characteristic symptoms of the complaint, from wliich 
we may infer a high dv*gree of irritability of the stomach ami bowels, 
ficcasioned for the most part by increased atmospherical temperature. 
Can the accumulation of bile in the stomach or duodenum, or the 
increased irritability of the stomach and boweis indicate thv vse of 
mercury? Most assuredly not. The use of this mineral would not 


See Hunter, Swediaur, Pearson, &c. 
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only increase the accumulation of bile, but^ the irritability also. 
Hence, instead of being beneficial, it would accumulate all the evil 
x^onse^uences of the disease. 

Pa'st mortem examination in cases of dysentery exhibit increased 
'VascVlar action of the peritoneum and intestinal canal. Can this 
indicate the i^se of mercury? We know tliat it is a powerful sti- 
mivlant, and would be more likely to increase than allay the morbid 
action. I am well aware of the partiality lor tlie use of the submur. 
'^hydr. 5 it is supposed that we are in possession of nothing else that 
will procure sufli(:ient alvine evacuations, but scruple doses of calo- 
mel; nc^practice edn be more egregiously wrong. It is an axiom in 
the treatment of enteritis, that the mildest laxatives should alone be 
used; this holds equally true jjii the dysentery of Western Pennsyl- 
vania. Lbt the inflammatory action first be 1 educed by the use of 
the lancet, warm fomentations, diaphoretics, blisters, anodyne and 
emollient enemas, with restand abstinence, and the mildest aperients 
will be suflicient for evacuating the bowqls. What benefit any ju- 
dicious pathologist can expect from the use, of mercury in plitliisis 
pulmonalis, in such a climate as this, it must be difficult to conceive; 
a medicine that is avowedly a stimulant, increases the action of the 
heart and arteries, induces febrile excitement, rendering the system 
more irritable, and conseciuently leaving the emaciated frame less 
able to withstand atmospherical vicissitudes, which is one of the great 
exciting causes of the disease. In our fevers, it is equally uncalled 
for; and if pushed, the length of uflecting the salivary glands, per- 
nicious. indeedi its beneficial efiects in the fevers of tropical cli- 
mates, where the liver is one of the principal scats of the disease, has 
been of much injury to us. Practitioners reasoning from the slight 
ilegree of analogy existing between our summer seasons and that of 
intertropical climates, iiave been led to suppose that hepatic derange- 
ment formed a characteristic feature of our fevers also. But tliis opi- 
nion only rests on false induction in the absence of post mortem exa- 
nation. With us, it is the brain, nervous system, stomach, and 
duodenum, which ai'e tlic strong holds of the disease, the liver being 
healthy. It is a common practice among the people, and sanctioneil 
by our practice, to have recourse to calomel, and that in large doses, 
in almost every simple obstruction of the bowels in the summer and 
autuni^. „ This is a fertile source of evil in a climate so variable as 
this, and under which the most adamantine constitution must ulti- 
mately fall. In cases of persons confined to sedentary employments, 
a costive state of the bowels during the heat of summer and au 
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tumn is very prevalent, particularly among Females; anil iixfl best 
practice is to obviate this tendency by keeping up a gentle and con- 
tinued action of the intestinal canal with the mildest aperients^ and* 
a proper attention to regimen. The system is debilitated and render- 
ed irritable by the increased atmospherical temperature to which it is 
exposed, and the sure way to render it still more irritfible and debili- 
tated is to enter on a course of scruple doses of the submuriatis hy- 
drargyri. The great mass of empirical nostrums vended in the shops 
under the appellation of anti-bilious pills, &c. &c. arc highly objection-^ 
able on this account, as they all owe their active qualities to the quan- 
tity of calomel they contain. Anti-bilious seems to be tlie watoh-word 
under which tliose deleterious nostrums are daily foisted on society; 
the people imagine that must of their •complaints arise from biliary 
derangement; hence a prescription that professes tube anti-bilious or 
an enemy to the bile, is a sovereign remedy for all their ills. While 
on this part of our subject, I would beg leave to allude to an article 
in the first number of this journal, by Dr, Jackson, containing 
some very just and well-merited strictures on the practice of physic 
as applied to England, so far as having recourse to powerful pharma- 
ceutical agents, is concerned in slight cases of indisjiosition, and ni 
that combination of the trade in drugs, with the duties of the physi- 
cian. These observations apjdy witli peculiar force to the practice 
of medicine as conducted in Western Pennsylvania. 

I most heartily concur with this intelligent practitioner, that a 
complaint trivial in itself, may very readily be converted into one of 
more serious magnitude by this over-pharmaceutical practice, and by 
none more readily than the calomeliyAng plan. The patient, sujiplieil 
with a dozen calomel pills, or half a dozen calomel powders, by his 
physician not being conscious of any thing very serious being connect- 
ed with his case, pursues his usual avocations, and through inad- 
vertency falls mto some slight exposure, ^wlidii the remedy becomes 
infinitely worse than the disease. It is true, the practitioner caution- 
ed him perhaps to be aware of this, but why use a remedy fraught 
with such hazard in cases where it is not imperiously demanded, in a 
country where the generality of its diseases do not require it, and in 
a climate highly unfavourable to its use. In the case of delicate fe 
males, it is peculiarly destructive from their natural irritability ol 
fibre, rendered still more so by their sedentary life, the Ibiib'^^s and 
modes imposed by the slructure of that sociely to which they must 
conform, with the cares and duties incident to their se\. All con 
spire to render them easy and almost certain victims to mercui ial 
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action?^ • Only witness the effects of tliis inineriA in the more robust, 
and judge of its ravages in the more tender. In our being fuU and 
lusty, {he gait light and elastic , the muscular action firm, the coun- 
t^narice clear if not ruddy, the gums sound, the teeth unimpaired, 
and {be mind strong. Only witness the contrast after having been 
calomelized fv^ a season or two, in compliance with our biliary hy- 
pothesis. 

The air languid, the muscular action parulized, the limbs feeble, 
nie hand tremulous, the countenance sallow, the gums spongy, the 
teeth gone, the broath fetid, the appetite impaired, the organ of diges- 
tion injured, the constitution ten, or perhaps twenty years in advance 
of the natural age of the individual, the mind, that greatest ornament 
of feminine excellence, a wregk* with tlic entire frame like a living 
barometer, *allected by every change of weather. Such is an outline 
of the evils entailed on society by our predilection for the use of 
mercury. 


Art. VI. On Paruria Erratica^ or Uroplunia* By Salmon Augus- 
tus Arnold, M. D. of Providence, Rhode Island. 

TL HE disca^ of erratic urine, though it has seldom been admitted 
into nosological arrangement, was accurately described as early as 
the sixteenth century. It is termed by most authors uroplania, from 
the Greek ir/ixwriii erraticus. Dr. Good has given it a place 
in his nosology, (class eccritica,) under the title of paruria erratica. 
It sometimes exists at birth, from an imperforate meatus urinanus, 
but the common cause is ischuria, from disease or derangement in 
the urinary organs; henyj it is more frc([ucnt in females than males. 
The stomach .and skin are the most common outlets, and it is also 
frequently discharged from the ear, breast, and umbilicus, and from 
almost every part of the system, even from tlie eye. 

The history of this disease is enriched with many important and 
interesting cases. I shall only refer to some of them as briefly as 
possible. My intention in examining this remarkable phenomenon of 
nature is to show that the erratic ui’iiie in its passage to the foreign 
outlets"ft‘om which it issues, is conveyed through the medium of the 
general circulation. 

The earliest case on record is related by Fklix Pla'j erus, of a fe- 
male, who, being afflicted with a suppression of urine, a copious dis- 
charge came on from the right ear. 

No. V.— Nov. 1828. r^>] 
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Albertini relates^ case of one^ whoy instead of salivafcS^at up,< 
pure, urine, as was proved by colour, taste, and smell. 

Maroellus Donatus relates a case of a female who discharged 
from the region of the stomach a fluid resembling urine. * ' 

Professor Winzer has recorded a case of a patient who discharged 
urine from the breast. 

Dr. Senter* of R. I. recorded a case of a female in the Transac- 
tions of the College of Physicians in Philadelphia, who discharged 
urine from her stomach, skin, and navel. ^ 

Dr. Yeates published a case in the London Me^lical and Physical 
Journal of a female, who being afflicted wdth a suppression <^f urine, 
discharged it from the stomach by vomiting, for several years, when 
she recovered her health by the function of urinary excretion being 
restored. 

ITie most remarkable case of which I have any knowledge, occur- 
red in my own practice; it may be found in the first number of this 
journal. « 

Cases of urine being dischargetl from the skin,t may be found in 
the writings of Darwin, Saovaoe, Vanoerjmonde, Vallisneri,^ 
Malpighi, Bartholin, and Morgagni. 

Cases of urine being discharged from fhc stomach may be found 
recorded by Vander-Wiel, IIorstxus, Morgagni, Haller, Val- 
LisNERi, and Dawson§. 

Cases of urine being discharged from the internal surfaces of the 
mouth, fauces, &c. are mentioned by Heberden, Natali, Alber- 
tini, Cammerarius, Warner, and Home. 

Cases of urine being discharged from the intestinal canal are re- 
lated by Baglivi, Peclin, Rhodius, IIildanus, Heavisile,|| and 
others. 

Many other cases may be found in the writings of Cheyne, Portal, 
Boerhaave, Haller, Hoadley, La MofTTEj in Journal dc Medicine, 
Aretjeus, Leoticii, Stalpoart, La Frank’s Chirurgia?, Bo^et’s 
Sepulchretum, Duverney, Hoffman, Marchett, Schenk’s Obser- 
vations, Woodward’s Cases of Ischuria, Benevenius, Rolfinch, 
HilsehearjK Hildanus, and in many others. 

Three different hypotliesis have been offered to explain these phe- 
nomena. « 

The first supposes a retrograde action of the absorbcAi^ The 
second a vicarious secretion of the glandular system, or of the ex- 

• See American Journal, Vol, I. p. 245. fPldl. Trans. 

toper. III. ^ Philosophical Transactions. 

I See Howship on the Urinary Organs. H Liber III. p. 518. 
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^ trem^ vessels of the parts. The third, an abs(Aption by l^e lympha- 
tics 0 ^ the bladder. 

• The “first hypothesis, that of a retrograde action of the absorbents, 
^was 'first conceived by that acute and ingenious physiologist, Mr. 
Charles Darwin, and published in 1778, in a prize dissertation. This 
theory was suggested to him from some facts which took place in pa- 
rurl'a mellitus or diabetes. He depended chiefly for the support of ttis 
opinion upon analogy and experiments upon the dead subject. 1 
!!ihall only notice one or two important objections to this hypothesis, 
for it is not considered necessary to examine minutely his course of 
reasoning or expenments. A slight examination of the anatomical 
structurc^of this system of vessels will overthrow the doctrine of re- 
trograde action. This systeii^of vessels exists in every part of the 
body; the/arc smaller, more numerous, and anastomize much more 
frequently than any other set of vessels. Wherever they exist they 
are peculiarly distinguished by their very numerous set of valves 
with which they are enriched, far more thvi any other set of vessels. 

“These lymphatic valves,” says Cruikshank, “are composed of a semilunar 
membrane, or ratiicr of a parabolic shape attached to the inside of the lympha- 
tic vessels by its circular edge, having its straight edge corresponding to the 
diameter, loose and floating in the cavity; In consequence of this contrivance, 
fluids passing in one direction, make the valve lie dose to the side of tlie ves- 
sels, and leave the passage free,* but in attempting to pass in tlic opposite di- 
rection, raise tlic valve from the side of tlic vessel, and push its loose edge to- 
wards the centre of the cavity, preventing entirely tlie retrograde circulation. 
These valves are disposed iu pairs, exactly opposite to each otlier, by which 
means the whole cavity is accurately closed.” ' 

These valves vary in proximity, though the intervals are often 
equal, Pleasuring an eighth or sixteenth of an incli, so that it is.im- 
possiblc for any fluid to pass in a retrograde direction, unless the 
power of these valves arc destroyed. 

Darwin attempted to expl.ain away this anatomical structure*, 
wliiclv is so fatal to his doctrine, by supposing an excited action of 
these jressels, or a paralysis of their valves; but an excited action 
would make them act more powerfully, and to suppose that these 
valves whicli form so large a part of these vessels to be paralized, 
without destroying the powers of the whole system of the absorbent 
vessels, is an absurdity. * 

'rherifft no analogy in the system which supports this hypothesis; 
no vessels which circulate their fluids in a retrograde direction. Dar- 
win endeavoured to institute an analogy with the inverted action of 
the peristaltic motion of the intestines, but there docs not appear to 
be the least resemblance. 



44 


Arnold on Partiria E^ratica. 

His experiments pi*ove nothings for in the dead animal body th^ 
valves of the lymphatic vessels lose all their elasticity and power of 
resistance, and transmit fluids in every direction, as is proved by the 
experiments of Meckei/ and Cruikshank.I * ^ ' 

The fact of some substances passing from the stomach to the, blad- 
der so rapidly that it was supposed impossible for th^ to take the 
course of the circulation, gave this theory for a time a shadow of 
support But the experiments of Sir Everaru Home and Dr. HaleJ 
explain this fact, without supposing a retrograde action of the absoi> 
bents, or a direct communication between the stogiach and bladder; 
they prove that “ fluids taken into the stomach, instead of gping the 
circuitous route of the intestines and lacteal s, are absorbed directly 
into the blood-vessels. The time requisite, therefore, as far as the 
circulation is concerned, for fluids to pass from the stomach to the 
kidnies is not more than from two to three and a half minutes.” Dr. 
Good quoting Dr. Wollaston, says — 

•‘With respect to Darwin*^ conception of the retrograde action of the ab- 
sorbents, it is so strongly opposed by the known structure of that system 
of vessels, that few 1 believe will admit it to be in the least degree probable;*' 
and adds, “in truth, how much soever it may he caught up hastily by men of 
warm imaginations, or those who arc fond of novelty, the soberer physiologists 
have never been made converts to it.** 

Thus it appears that this ingenious hypothesis of retrograde action 
of the absorbents, once so popular, and so long supported by the ta- 
lents of the learned and fanciful Darwin, canmft be substantiated 
either by anatomical structure of the vessels, by analogy or experi 
merits. 

The second hypothesis which has been advanced to explain the 
phenomena of erratic urine, appears to me to be so opposed to every 
known law of the animal economy, that I should scarcely have sup- 
posed it deserving of much attention, iiad it not been support- 
ed by some respectable authors, and lately advocated in an ingenious 
dissertation published in the New England Journal, which obtained 
the Boylston Medical Society’s prize. This supposes that the urine 
is secreted by the extreme vessels of the parts. 

An argument is offered in support of this doctrine, founded on 
analogy; it has been noticed that son.e of the secretion of the glandu- 
lar system are changed by disease, “as the secretion of alimen- 

• Nova Experimenta ct Observations, &c. 8vo. 

f Edin. Med. Comm. I. p. 430. 

t See Experiments and Observations on the communication between the sto- 
mach and urinary organs, New England Journal, for 1822, Vol. II. p. 165. 
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tary eanal in dysentery and diarrhoea, the salifa in hydrophobia, also 
the variety of chalFges which take place in the uterus from the ap- 
pearance to tlie disappearance of the catamenial discharge, and from 
the time of conception to the termination of pregnancy.’’ The analogy 
has also been traced to vegetable life, as when a jilant or flower is 
injured by thirsting of an insect, or any other cause which produces an 
excrescence, as is frequently observed in trees and vegetables;” and 
hence, it has been concluded, that if these secretions can be so changed, 
^they may take on any other action, as easily, and secrete urine. 
The auUior docs jiot appear to have perceived any difference between 
one glaj^d assuming the healthy functions of another, and its natural 
secretiou becoming diseased. 

It is true, that the sccretio^s*in every part of the system arc fre- 
quently changed by disease; but it is not true, that the powers of any 
gland were ever so changed as to assume the healthy functions of an- 
other. Is there a case on record where a set of vessels formed to 
elaborate a particular secretion, have had^heir function so changed as 
to be able to elaborate another, entirely different; did the breast 
ever secrete wax, or the car milk; did the eye ever secrete gall, or 
the liver the tears? Where then is the resemblance, where the ana 
^ogy, for the eye, ear, or breast secreting urine? 

The second argument in support of a vicarious secretion of the ex- 
treme vessels, is drawn from the diseases of the urinary organs; it 
has been noticed by Jlailey, Bichat, Morgagni, and others, tliat 
when the kidnies arc so diseased, that nothing but a cyst or sac re- 
mains, still they’ retain their powers of -secreting urine; and hence, 
it has been said, that as these bodies are so changed by disease, 
that they do not resemble the kidnies either in structure or form, 
that any gland in the system might as easily secrete the brine 
as these mere cysts or sacs. This is a most unfortunate argument, 
for it proves precisely upposite of that which was intended — ^that 
the kidnies are seldom so diseased but they retain their functiorf of 
secretion— that, when their form and structure are so changed as to 
resemble a mere cyst or sac, still they retain the power of elaborating 
the urine; and although so much diseased, yet no other set of vessels 
take on a viccarious action. 

If it could be shown, whea these organs were so changed in their 
form qjarf. structure by disease, as to resemble a mere sac, that they 
were deprived of the function of elaborating the urine, anfl that some 
other system of vessels had, apparently, taken on a vicarious secretion, 
it would be a strong argument in favour of this hypothesis; but all 
•the facts upon this subject prove exactly the reverse of this doctrine. 
In uroplania it is well known that the kidnies are generally in a per- 
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fectly healthy state, af^d perfom the function of secretion. These 
two arguments arc all that have been advanced prove this very 
fanciful and novel doctrine of the secretion of erratic urine by the ex- 
treme vessels. 

The first from analogy docs not afford it the least colouring o^ sup- 
port, and the last entirely overthrows the hypothesis. ^ r 

A very forcible objection to this doctrine is the importance of the 
extreme vessels, nearly all the changes in the system are performed 
by these 'Vessels— by them all the secretions are elaborated — ^by them* 
the breast is supplied with milk, the eye with teacs, the liver with 
bile, the kidney with urine— by them every surface is lubricviied. If 
these vessels should take on a vicarious secretion of urine, .»all their 
other functions of secretion must be interrupted or suspended; now 
we know that either the interruption or suspension of a siilVjlc secre- 
tion produces great disturbance in the system, and is it not absurd to 
suppose that life could be supposed under these circumstances? 

Another objection to this theory is, that in cases of uroplania, urine 
is almost always found in the bladder; this was generally the case in 
the patient who came under my care; here the urine was discharged 
in large quantities, from the left eye, the ears, nose, stomach, breast, 
and navel: if tliesc were a vicarious secretion of the glands, or of the 
extreme vessels of the parts, why was it secreted by the kidnies— and 
if secreted by the kidnies, where was the necessity of the glands, or 
the extreme vessels of the foreign outlets, taking on a vicarious se- 
cretion? Is not this single fact alone sufficient to overthrow beyond 
any doubt this hypothesis? 

In the case above alluded to, it was noticed, that when the urine 
was drawn oft' frequently from the bladder, it was diminished at all 
the other outlets; this shows that the kidnies were the source from 
which these discharges proceeded. If the urine which was daily ex- 
creted at these various outlets, was a seci etioii of the extreme vessels 
of Ihc parts, why should the excretion from the bladder increase or 
diminish the discharge from these outlets. 

In the same case it was also noticed that the urine from tlic blad- 
der, and all the other outlets, frequently became black; now this 
rhangiiigpf colour aftbrds a most convincing proof of the identity of the 
fiuids discharged. If they were secreted by the extreme vessels, or 
glands of the parts, how could the colour so simultanbaMsiy be 
changed — for one gland in tlic system may be diseased, so that the 
function of secretion is entirely interrupted, while others arc not in 
the least affected. Other objections might be offered, but it is un- 
necessary. o 

Having shown that the phenomena of erratic urine cannot be ex- 
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plained bj the two preceding hypothesis, I prdbeed to examine the 
'third, which supposes it to find its way to the foreign outlet by the 
mediuifi of tlie general circulation; the lymphatics of tlie bladder are 
.supposed to absorb the urine, and carry it into the circulation, from 
whicl\ it is separated by the extreme vessels of the parts. 

• This doctrii^ so simple and plain, has never advanced beyond the 
.rank of an hypothesis. In 1823, when I instituted a course of expe- 
riments to prove that the urine found its way to tl\e foreign outlets 

• tlirough the general circulation, I supposed, that this theory was en- 
tirely new, but uppn investigation, I find that several authors have 
advocatiiiJ} or rathcF liinted^ this doctrine. Dr. Good, in his Study 
ofMedicuie, writes with much caution upon this subject, he says, 
‘‘ in most instances it is not* a«vicarioua discharge, or in other words, 
a secrctioif of a different kind, compensating for a destitution of 
urine, but an urinous fluid apparently absorbed after its secretion 
by the kidnies; and conveyed to the outlets, from which it issues by 
apathy or under a protection that has hith^to never been explained.^^ 

The first objection to our hypothesis is, tliat the urine is an cxcrc- 
mentitious secretion, wherefore it is ttiought that it would produce 
very serious consequences if retained in the system. But this, in my 
mind, does not form a strong objection, for the disturbance in the sys- 
tem will depend altogether upon its peculiar stimulating qualities, 
and not upon this principle. The bile is a recremeiititious fluid sc- 
crefed for important uses; but, the simple fact of its being rccrcmen- 
titious and not cxcrementitions, will not make it the less harmless, 
when admitted into the circulation. 

Castor oil, an extraneous substance, does not produce so much ir- 
ritation in the system, when injected into the veins, as some of tlie 
secretions of the system; hence, its being cxcrementitious is no ob- 
jection. But it is doubted ‘‘ if the urine is a purely excrementitious 
secretion, if so, it is theTOflly one in the system, all the others an- 
swer §jome useful purposes after their secretion, tlie tears lubricati* 
the eye-balls, the synova facilitates the motions of the joints, the sa- 
liva promotes digestion — and it is difficult to suppose that the secre- 
tion of the kidnies should form an exception to the general law of the 
animal economy; hence, a strong analogy justifies the opinion, lliaf 
the urinet is not purely excrementitious. ” 

* See Good’s Study of Medicine. In his Nosology, page 351, of erratic urine, 
he says, “ of tlie manner of which conveyance, we arc as ignorant as the mode 
by which various substances travel from tlie stomach to the kiditics, apjiarciitly 
without passing through the general course of the circulation of tlic blood.” 

'f Paris’s Pharmacologia. 
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The second objectfbn to our hypotliesis is, that it will not eiKplain 
those cases of uroplania where the urine is not found in the bladder/ 
or where the kidnics are wanting. The urine may be secretecL and 
carried into the circulation by the absorbents of the kidnies ana urc-, 
ters, without being depositecl in the bladder; for the absorbejits of 
these organs are as active as those of the bladder. IVtitny cases of this 
kind are on record, I shall hereafter notice particularly a case from 
Bailey’s Morbid Anatomy, and also one from Beddingfield’s works. ^ 
The kidnies are seldom so diseased but tliey perform the function of 
secretion. Bichat says, ‘‘that cysts and hydatida are developed in 
them without deranging this function,” hence \^e find no difficulty 
in believing, that in these cases where the urine is not foiuid in. the 
bladder, that it is absorbed and carried into the circulation by tlie 
lymphatics of the kidnies. In those persons where the kidnies arc 
wanting, a case of erratic urine cannot exist, the urine could not be 
separated from the blood. 

The third objection oftVred to our hypothesis, is the great derange - 
ment “ which uniformly results from a suppressed secretion or a des- 
titution of urine.” That this is the effect of its being carried into the 
general circulation, is well known; but it is no argument against the 
fact; in the case which came under my care, the disturbance and 
irritation in the system was so great, that it was not supposed that the 
patient could survive from day to day; but when the discharges be- 
came well established at the foreign outlets, the disturbance in the 
system was much relieved. Could any person believe that this irrita- 
tion and disturbance was ‘owing to the changes going on in the ex- 
treme vessels of the foreign outlets, that they were taking on a new 
secretory action; if so, the irritation would have been local; it would 
have been confined to the eye, car, navel, and other outlets; but in 
these there were no local irritation that would justify this opinion. 

The fourth objection is from Darwin!^ asks, how it is possible, 
if the urine passes through the circulation, that it should be so hastily 
collected together in one place? This, in the days of Darwin, might 
have been more difficult of solution than it is now, for the experi- 
ments of Sir Everard Home and Dr. Hale, fhlly answer tins objec- 
tion. 

The fifth objection is, that this hypothesis “is most decidedly re- 
futed by experiments;” it is said that so mild a substancec^s castor 
oil, when injected into Ihc veins, produces great irritation; “ that 
venous blood, which is more nearly allied to arterial blood than any 
other substance, frequently causes death, and that urine is one of 
those substances which *»lways produces death.” But these experi 
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fiiienlsjcannot be relied upon, for we know that ^enous blood is fre- 
.quentljT admitted into the circulation unchanged, without much injury 
to the system, as in cases where the foramen ovale remains opeh af- 
\ ter birth, and that urine has been injected into the veins witliout pro- 
ducing death. Bichat* says, that the secreted fluids ran re-enter the 
systeift without causing death. Morgagni says, tliat bile may be in- 
jected slowly into the veins without injury. Bichat injected bile, 
mucus, saliva, and urine into the jugular ^ei ns of dogs $ it gave 

, to wH^arincss and loss of ajipetite, yet their health and vigour was gra- 
dually restored. ” Tartrite of antimony has also been injected into the 
veins witliout injufy^t But even admitting that the mildest fluid could 
not be injected into the blood-vessels without producing immediate 
rleath, yef this fact would afi'ord no foundation of argument against 
our hypothesis, for the mannei^in which the urine is carried into the 
circulation is so dificrent; the lymphatics of the bladder aBs&*b tiic 
fluid so slowly that the system becomes gradually accustomed tdfliis 
irritation 5 but, when injected into the veins, the impression is made 
so suddenly, that we might easily suppose *th|t the one would pro- 
duce far greater irritation than the other. Bes^s, ^hen a substance 
is injected into the veins a volume of blood is displaced equal to the 
substance injected, and the vessels are subjected to an entirely new 
irritation. 

Having nnswered all the objections, I now proceed to the argu- 
ments upon 'ivliich 1 rest the truth of this hypothesis. It is the most 
simple of J1 the explanations of these phenomena, and nature, in all 
her operations, generally selects the most^ simple means to effect her 
purposes^ this su])poscs no new changes in the system, no new action 
is imposed upon the absorbent system of vessels, no new powers of 
secretion are required of the extreme vessels. , 

A strong analogy also justifies our conclusion; bile is taken u{» by 
the absorbents and cam^iljiito every part of the body; it is found in 
the brain, adnata, conjunctiva, and is poured from the extreme ves- 
sels tlfroughout the whole system, so also are the other sccreGong. 

That the lymphatics of the bladder do possess the power of absdlf^i^ 
its contents and returning it into the circulation is beyond a doubt. 'Or. 
Gregory says, that the suppressed urine is again taken up into the 
blood, and is poured out over the whole body, and is sometimes ef- 

♦ See lus Anatomy. • 

f Dr. Meplaiii of Donjon, injected four grains of tartrite of antimony into the 
veins of a young woman for the purpose of dislodging lumbrici from the oeso- 
phagus; in twenty minutes vomiting came on, ten lumbrici were brought away, 
she soon recovered.” — See London Med, Chir, lieiiiew. 

No. V.. — Nov. 18^28. \ 7 ] 



50 


Arnold on Paruria Erraiica- 


fused upon the braincitself. Mr. Cruikshank says, in his worbon thCi 
absorbents, ‘‘there is another fluid which the lymphatics tak6 up oa. 
particular occasions and carry into the blood, I mean the urine. 1 
am perfectly confident of this,” he says, “ in attending to whft has ‘ 
happened in my own person.” 

Dr. Bailey in his Morbid Anatomy, notices an enlarged kidney, which 
was so much diseased and deranged in its structure, tfiat it would have 
bfS5^ impossible for it to have contained all the urine that was secreted, 
a^d consei^uently the absorbents of this viscus must have been ei^- . 
pld^d pairtly in removing the diseased portions in order to make more 
room tat the urine, and partly in taking up and conveying away this 
fliiM after it was secreted. Beddingficld also notices this absorp- 
tion:—* « 

ff.l Weeted,’* says he, “rather more than a pint of warm milk water into 
th]l)[^J>lamler of a patient who had been suffering from an ulceration of the inner 
m^braOe of that reservoir. The fluid after a minute occasioned uneasiness^ 
the patient imputed entirely to over-distention. This unpleasant feeling 
gimdaaUy subsided, and 9X tlfl: expiration of half an hour, he said that he was 
cectiin that the bladder ima empty. Upon desiring him to let any fluid pass 
that ipight be in the bladder, he passed through the catlieter about two ounces 
of highly fcBtid pus mixed with a veiy small quantity of milk and water. The re- 
moval of the injected fluid could only have been performed by tlic absorbents. 
Of this I feel persuaded,^’ says he, “that a much larger quantity of fluid is de- 
posited in the bladder than is expelled from it.” lie also observes, “I have the 
kidney and ureter of a patient who died of phthisis; tlic kid.icy is free from 
disease, and the ureter is distended with urine to three times its natural size; 
the urine is prevented from escaping by an impervious structure of the ureter. 
The patient from whom it waft taken was never known to be labouring under 
any^^tfseases or derangements of the urinary organs. Had not the absorbents pos- 
sesAidthe power of removing the urine from the ureter as it was secreted from 
the kidneys, the tube must have been ruptured from its excessive accumula- 
tion**^ 

I 

many substances do enter th&*4« iulation unchanged, is a 
veil e4jj|li|lli6hed fact in pathology. Dr. Paris, in his Pharmac^ologia, 
Ob^wi, ‘‘ that it is a fact which admits of chemical demonstration, 
bodies^ as the alkaline salts, essential oils, mercury, 
Ictllflr bitter principles, colouring matter, &c. are capable of 
the assimilating functions and entering unchanged the circu- 
currents.” « 

It is also observe|l by Cruikshank, that not only the miW.^but even 
the most acrid substances, as the oil of turpentine, cantharides, and 
others inky enter the circulation unchanged. 

If then no objection can be cdfered to our hypothesis which cannot 
be easily reconciled $ if is the most simple explanation of this phe- 
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* nomcit))n, and can be explained without requinng any new changes 
in the system; if it is supported by the strongest analogy; if the lym- 
phatics of the bladder have the power of absorbing not only the urine, 
but also other substances more acrid than the urine, and returning 
them nnctianged into the circulating current; and if tiiese substances 
can be contained in the general circulation without producing much 
derangement in the system, where is the difficulty in accountingihr 
the phenomena of erratic urine by supposing that it finds its waj^Ito 
tlie foreign outlets, from which it is discharged by the medium of we 
circulation. Darwin’s conception of the retrogi^e action of the eb- 
sorbentsiis complet^y overthrown by the anatomical structure of this 
system ofi vessels; and a supposition of a vicarious secretion in the 
extreme vessels, is opposed by«aft the known laws of the aniiKial eco^ 
nomy ; hence the truth of our hypothesis is reduced to a detnonflvratibn. 

But unwilling to trust alone to hypothesis, and to remove 
doubt, I resolved to test its truth by actual experiments. The id^ 
naturally occurred, that if this theory be twe, the urine mig^i^be de- 
tected in the blood. Accordingly 1 institutedL^ffie following experi- 
ments on the patient whose case is related in tiie first number of this 
journal. In the summer of 1823, I drew off sixteen ounces blood, 
the serum soon separated which was found to have the colour, taste, 
and smell of urine, and when projected on a heated shovel, gave out 
that odour so^ peculiar to this secretion, indicating the presence of 
urea. 

In the summer of 1824, for the gratification of some of my medi- 
cal friends, I was induced to repeat my experiments, and fuxtiier to 
test their accuracy by chemical analysis. I drew off sixteen oupces 
of bloody the odour, taste, an<f smell, were as before; the serum when 
projected on a heated shovel, gave out very copiously the same peculiar 
odour. The serum was gi'adually heated until it coagulated; about two 
ounces of a high-coloure^f ifttfd was separated, having in a high d^ee 
all th^ distinguishing properties of urine; this was evaporated to the 
consistence of a syrup, rc-dissolved in alcohol, and again evapurgi^; 
nitric acid was then added, upon which a number of seining 
in the form of plates were precipitated, forming the nitrate of urea.''^ 

These experiments being so conclusive, the subject became mpre 
and more interesting, and I therefore instituted another set of expe- 
riments.-** 

On the 9th of December, 1824, at eight o’clock, P. M. I injected 

• The two first experiments have been repeated with the same results by 

Thomas W. Webb, M. D. * 
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into the bladder four ounces of a saturated solution of nitre. * This ' 
ivas 'injected slowly, carefully watching the effect, for I ha<J deter- 
mined, if it produced much pain, or any disagreeable, symptoi^^s^ to 
abandon my experiments. It produced considerable pain for a few 
minutes, and a disposition to pass the urine from the navel. In fif- 
teen minutes after the nitre was injected, about a pi at of urine was 
discharged from the navel 5 this produced an unusual degree of pain, 
and ft sensfttion of burning; the nitre could not be delected in this 
discharge. At ten o’clock, about two hours after the injection, eight 
ounces strongly impregnated with the nitre was jl^charged from the 
navel; the nitre was found to be contained in the discharges by ana- 
lysis. I evaporated six ounces, ^nd | obtained two drachms and 
eighteen grains of nitre in regular crystals. ^ 

On the succeeding day at twelve o’clock, 10 th inst, I injected four 
ounces more of the saturated solution of nitre; this did not produce 
as much uneasiness as the first. At eleven o’clock the same evening, 
10th inst. I drew off fronfthe arm sixteen ounces of blood; the serum 
was allowed to separate; the nitre was distinctly perceived in the se- 
rum by taste; a paper being' wet in it several times, on burning defla- 
grated brilliantly. I evaporated four ounces of the serum, and it pro- 
duced one drachm and nine grains of nitre in regular crystals. The 
discharges from the ears and breast were also impregnated with the 
nitre, but not in so large proportion as the blood. 

At five o’clock on the evening of the 1 1 th inst. twenty-nine hours 
after the last four ounces of the solution of nitre was injected, twelve 
ounces of urine was discharged from the navel, more strongly im- 
pregnated with the nitre than any former discharge; in passing off an 
unusual degree of pain was produced.*! evaporated eight ourfees, and 
obtained five drachms and Ihrcc grains of nitre in large and regular 
crystals, much larger than those obtained from the blood. 

^ These experiments form the most con^efuSve and convincing evi- 
dence of the truth of our hypothesis there can be no doubt — r.)r llie 
urine is actually found in the blood, and its pathway to the foreign 
outlets is distinc tly traced. 
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VII. On ihe Respiration of Cold Rir in Pulmonary. Diseases. 
'Drake, M. D. of New York. Communicated in a letter to 
Dr. "Chapman. 


Since writing^the letter to Dr. Smith, which was published in the 
third«numbcr of the American Journal of the Medical Sciences, I 
have extended the trial of the respiration of cool air to a considerable 
•number of additional cases, and have obtained effects, if not as con- 
stantly beneficial as^l could have wished, at least sufficiently so to in- 
spire me jvith confidence of its value in some of the forms of pulmo- 
nic disease The greater part of my cases were chronic catarrhs of 
long standing. Of these, a pa^j; bad been precededby haemoptisis, 
a part presented indications of slight and irregular hectic, with more 
or less expectoration 5 and in one, pectoriloquy was distinctly heard 
in the right lung; but none of them ordinarily exhibited much inflam- 
matory excitement, bleyond some preterna^ral frequency of pulse, 
with sliglit pain or sense of soreness in the chest. In all these cases 
the cool air was uniformly serviceable, provided the patient did not 
labour too much in the respiratory effort, or persevere too long in a 
mode of respiration which, notwithstanding every precaution, is arti- 
ficial, and consequently more or less stimulating, from' the undue 
muscular exertiqn- On this account I am fearful that the remedy 
Moll not be found suited to such cases as are attended with much fe- 
brile excitement, unless we could contrive a means of causing the 
patient to take in and expel the air as he respires it naturally, with- 
out attending to the function. In two cases where the pulse was 120 
and upwards, with considerable derangement of the respiratory func- 
tion, 1 found the remedy fatigued the patients, and aggravated some^f 
their symptoms, (although in one it certainly relieved the cough,) a^d 
I was obliged to desist fr§i.i'ite further use. Others have failed to de- 
rive as jnuch benefit from the remedy as they otherwise would hav^ 
done by persisting in its use too long, and repeating it too fre^ently, 
especially during the first few days. In general, an houiiib.|ii|^lica- 
tion, repeated thrice in the twenty-four hours, I believe will b^p|]|l|^ 
preferable to the hazard of enduring fatigue by a more proloii^^ 
spiiution; and perhaps it is better for the first day or two to lifbit 
each trial ^o half an hour, so as to gradually accustom the patient to 
the use of the tube. 

I have cmpIo}'ed the remedy in two additional cases of asthma, and 
in both instances it relieved the spasmodic breathing in a short time, 
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but as I soon after lost sight of the cases, I cannot speak of Us ultej- 
rior effect 

As to tlic temperature of the air for respiration, I have foui^ rtliat 
it may be reduced very low with advantage. In some instances I 
have reduced it to zero, and even a few degrees below, which patients 
have preferred to a higher degree^ but in general, have contented 
mjBebf with employing ice simply, which brought the air to or 
34% and this seemed to answer very well. 

As the warm weather has advanced, I have been less attentive tham' 
forn^Mrly in maintaining external stimulation by means of the vest or 
irritating plasters, and I do not find the remedy less efficacious on 
that account, or the neglect attended by any ill effect, excLpt perhaps 
that such patientOv after respiring* y(wy cold air for a considerable 
time, are more liable to complainnf general coldness, amounting al- 
most to a rigor, than when the chisit has been kept warmly clad or 
stimulated. In no instance, however, did any ill consequence arise 
from this state of things, which I attribute to the blood being divert- 
ed from, instead of being accumulated in the diseased organ, as hap- 
pens when a chill arises from exposure of the external surface to cold 
and moisture. 

I have made a number of experiments, both in pulmonic cases and 
on healthy individuals, for the purpose of ascertaining the cftects of 
cool respiration on the pulse. In the great majority of instances the 
pulse was rendered both slower and fuller; sometimes only fuller, and 
now and then somewhat more frequent. One or two hours respira- 
tion of air brodght to zero, or even 10° above, would usually reduce 
the pulse from 16 to 24 beats, provided it was not much above a hun- 
dred; but 1 was not successful in making a decided impression on it 
when it was beyond that point in frequency. Forty-seven was the 
slowest I was enabled to render it, when it rose up under the finger 
veiy fi^^'and sluggisj^. ' In one heahiiy individual it was reduced 
Tn t'^o^urs from 3^ in another from to 56, and in,a third 
from^w^l^ in one hour. 

it will require a much more extended experience than 1 
kg|^^|iad, especially during the heats of summer, to form a cor- 
of the value of this remedy, and to ascertain the parti- 
cular fbrms of pulmonic disease in which it may be advantageously 
employed, for doubtless it will not be found suited to all Indiscrimi- 
nately. 

T^oOiers may be induced to give the remedy a trial, I have de- 
lineated a vertical section of the apparatus I have devised i*or lower- 
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ing (h^tjjinperaturc of the air, which I request# may be inserted in 
number of the American Journal. 

^Hjith'ice alone the air in the reservoir is brought to 3£®, and’ re- 
maifis at 34° after an hour’s respiration. Ice mixed witli common wit 
reduces it to y^^ro, or even 3 or 4° below, and which will be 
after an hour’s jrespiralion not higher than 10°. Three or four 
of pounded ice will last about forty-eight hours, and mixed 
half that time. I have not found that eveji two of these refrigeraiors 
lilled with ice, and placed in an ordinary-sized room, produced any 
sensible impression on its temperature. / 

The refrigerator, of which tlie plate gives a section, is nSj^e of 
y.incj, is t\j'cnty-two inches high, fourteen inches diameter, and raised 
one inch from the floor by sby^ards. For a more pj|0icular descrip- 
tion I refei^to the plate with we^limation. 

I hove generally used a tight ;0|ooden vessel to enclose the refrige- 
rator instead of the layer of charcoal, and find it to answer the pur- 
pose equally well, and is moreover less exj^ensive and less liable to 
injury from use. 


EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE. 


A. A. 


R. B. 
C. C. 
D. 


F. F. 


Compact layer of pulverised charcoal surrounding the Ice- 
vessel, two inches thick. 

Ice-vessel of three and a half gallons capacity. 

Uesci^oir for air two inches deep at the circumference. 

A piece of charred cork placed in the centre of the bdttom, 
and pierced with a hole one inch and a quarter in diameter, 
Ibr the admission of air. 

E. E. ^ space of a quarter of an inch between the charcoal aqd ice- 
vessel for the passage of air around the iccu^ • 

Perforations around the upper jjftrt of &e ic^^OilCl . 
the air over the 

G. G.^erforations in the top of the inni 

of air. 

H. II. A space of one-third of an inch b^we^n .the . 
tlie tube for the passage of air i|^lD fbo reoearvQ 

A tube one inch and a tiund iu diameter, eU 
within half an inch of th#b0ttofU Of thq reservio^^ ^ 

Where the tube of the lid slides over the tube of the cylin- 
der. 

L. The ends of the tubes connected by means qf gum-elastic 
bags to form a joint flexible in every directioii. Tnie tubes 
are one inch in diameter. « 


I. 


K. 




M. 



A valve to jf^vent tlie ingrebh of air resembling a puppet-, 
valve, except that it is flat. 

A wire shoulder on which the valve plays. 

End of the tube, flattened to foim a inouth-pioce. 

Lip of the lid to render the ice-vessel as near as possible aii - 
tight. ^ 

]^pe to draw off the water of the melted ice.** ^ 

Pipe to draw off any water that may get into the leseivoii. 

Farkf May 20th, 1828. 


Aslt. VIII. ObitfvaHons tefndtng to aijShtam whether the Aticicnts wei c 
acquainted with the Disease to us familiarly by the name 

Croup.* By John Redman Ctof, M. D. Professor of Maleiia 
Medica and Pharmacy in tlie University of Pennsylvania. 


In the Dr. Home called the attention of llic medical 

world to a dSoiM of an highly interesting nature, by his “ liujuiiy 
into Croup.” Several essays subsequently appeared on the sub 
amdhgst ofha«, that of Dr. C. F. MieiiArLis, at Gottin 
gen, in ^This essay was probably the first scientific «»ne, which 
takes up ^ iUi^uiry in ill its different bearings, under the title “ I)t 
.^Oig^p^^sa, rive memdranaerik’* It is not my intention, at pre 
eeuif to It, any further than is connected with the presmn 

ed orient, Of rt^er first annunciation of tlie disease in question. Al 
p. 5, Wi&in writes^— 


f fntF'ho rS fMfc wtOi, that about twenty yea» ago, the Emperor Napoleon 
' imfiisJlrthtbesteaiag on croup, in consequence of the dcatli oi 
I then copty gj^|c fi succefiBor ^^iq4hrone of France. Amongst 
was the following, on tlie origin of tlial dis- 
IW of diseases which ha\ e b een transinittcd\o us by 
'jlhe oi3er authors of the last century, arc there any which 
lofcroup?” 

aliViS to the interesting inquiry, confem- 
I >le ef presented to the mcthcal world, 

I o£alFlliy chUdven heiNg mgre or Jess subject to that disease — 

I and dtibsequently have, colh cted a very large body of facts 
pcs adverted toj some of which, I have tlioughl, might "not be un- 
p] vfession) and have now embodied a bniajl propoitioii of 
p^ly, if not to determine the qiuslion, at least to awaken 
4cra to it, that they may extend still further so fci tile a sub- 
ject of investigation. 
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C^xc on Croup. 

^ • ‘‘Pminam morbi notitiain, apud Tulpiam in^Hiiri arbitror. Narrat 
ille Medicarum Observationum L, V. casum, qui obscrvatoris 
veri^^ip^ius relatus, huic conimentationi, (p. 300,) anncxus Icgitur, & 

* qui v^rum nostfi morbi exeinplum esse mihi videtur. Nec tamen in arc- 
lis Icctionis ir^ae limitibus, priorem Tulpio nemint m fuigse^M^d 
quern vcstigiuin^nostri morbi inveniatur, affirmaverim. 

^^Post Tulpium^ qui, licet rem vidisset, claram tamen de 
iura ideam minime habuit, altum de hoc morbo diu fuit apud aut^s 

• silentium. Reperio quidem apud Jac» Bontium^ Balloniumque unam 
altoramque morbi gingularis, nostro simillimi, historiam; nolo tamen, 
ob smniiyim narratioftis brevitatein, judicium ferre, num iata^obser- 
vationcs ad angiiiam nostrum peiiineant, nec ne.” He ^ves these 
cases ill his appendix, p. 302. And it may be remarited here that the 
one from B\llonius is also quoted from the Sepulcliretum Boneti, 
1, 484, by Cheyne, in 1801, wbo has given us a very interesting 
Essay on Cynariche Trachcalis, in which he hag placed the uncertain 
knowledge we possess of it on a very proper footing, in the following 
words, p. 11« It might seem strange that a disease so striking in 
the symptoms, and so speedy and fatal in the event, should not have 
been clearly described earlier tlian the middle of last century, were 
it not remembered that formerly all the ailments of children were 
much neglected, and that even the most eminent physicians, when 
called to children, went witli reluctance, judging their diseases to 
form a labyriitth for which they had no clue.” 

The doctor has however affirmed, that ‘‘the descriptions to be met 
with in every systematic writer of that dapgerous angina in which no 
tumour is to be found in the fauces, however vague they may be, af- 
ford sufficient evidence that the disease was not altogether overlook- 
ed,” p. 12, of which he has given some few quotations, insufficient, 
however, I apprehend, fully and satisfactorily to justify his opinion; 
and that merely from vQ^y concise character of his quotations, by 
’ which jjieir value may be considered as not fully developed! At the 
hazard of being considered too prolix, I deem'i^ however, of suffici- 
ent importance to this inquiry, to lay before the medical world'a large 
mass of extracts by which the question may be fairly settledv ^n^ci- 
ally as I trace it downwards from the fountain head itself^ of ni\mcal 
observation and inquiry; and think I shall satisfactorily prove that 
this disease was not unknown to Hippocrates, Galen, and a long 
train of writers, anterior to those thus quoted or referred to by Mi- 
chaelis, Cheyne, and others, as the first authorities for its appear- 
ance. 

• The neglect of writers of the present day, to look into our older 

No. V.— Nov. 1828. [8] ^ 



58 


Coxc wh Croyg). 

authors, and to examlhe accurately what is said, under a vastvariety 
t^nameSf as pertinent to the inquiry into, and consideration of 
disease, especially^ is evinced by my having, I think, discoVer/iCi no 
inconsiderable number of facts that seem to apply to it alone, under all 
fh^lbUowing heads:— catarrh, coryza, branchus, cynanrhe, angina, dys- 
ptfosa, asthma, orthopnoea, anhelatio, respiratio IsDsa,^^! difficilis, peri- 
pff^AIMmy, polypus, rheumatism, fluxio, jlistillatio, tussis, haemoptysis, 
stra^na, vomica, empyema, apostema. ‘Even under that of laryngoto- 
my.I have reason to ^ink that some older writers refer to its proba- 
Ue^a||^ or inutility in caaes of croup. 

It imld seem improbable that a disease of the nature of croup, 
rfLOuld not have been frequent and well known at all iicrio ls, and in 
almost every situation. Not arising Jfrom any spedjic cause of a con- 
tigious nature, but dependent greatly on the vicissitude^ of weather, 
Ihat is to say, on causes always a&tlsg, and circumstances tl\at must 
have existed in a greater or less degree ever since the creation of the 
world; its apparent notice for the first time by Ghizi, IIomk, and 
others, under uew appeltations, is, I conceive, a stigma on our pro- 
fession, 'evincing, that, neglecting the treasures of their medical aii- 
cqiriibrs, a change of nomenclature could baffle their inquiries on a to- 
ptO so interesting as that of croup. 

The baneful effects of perpetual fluctuation in nomenclature has 
been equally feft in medicine as in other scientific pursuits — and it 
almost admits of demonstration, that if a physician desires to become 
aequainted^^th the diseases of antiquity, and compare them with 
those of his own time, he must extend his researches beyond the mere 
nomenclatore of books, and draw his deductions ratlier from tiic un- 
chaB^ng symptomatology that has reached us, than from a peril - 
nflMSfdlis adherence to names which have fluctuated perpetually in the 
mepming^ ascribed to them. 

a review of the antiquity of-cronp, it is not useless likc- 
wne to premise, that^^m the imperfect state of anatomical know- 
ledge, and the infrequehey of post mortem examination, even in times 
comp^Mively modern, the pathology of disease was vague and unsa- 
theories advocated were founded in imperfect or un- 
„ I viws, in which perhaps we are not behind them. The ab- 
ssra'tidtions respecting catarrh^ the sqle substratum nearly of all their 
crude Opinions from Hippocrates himself, are, nevertheless, of infi- 
nite Importwce in developing what was known of croup to the an- 
cients^ and Lfind it therefore essential to take a glance at some of 
the dominant opinions of this general disease, as well as of sundry 
Aseases founded on its immediate or direct operation on the body, 
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* and others only remotely dependent on it$ in «11 which, I think, o&- 
traces are to be found, that croup was not a stranger to the 
^ ea^s{ writers on medicine. 

It may be noticed also, tliat, from the nature of the views 
many of the i^iseases above-mentioned, tliey are not less 
the surgeon tk|.n of the physician, properly so called; a^^^j|pp|ie, 
soifie of my references are connected with the writers on 
The want of an intermedium, such as that of the press, wa^ un- 
' doubtedly a powerful obstacle to many-individuals of the most ex- 
tensive practice, and enlarged views oif medical subjectSi^jttt trans- 
mitiini^their obsenfations to their posterity. If we recur dh]PPto&cts 
in this particular, connected with our own country, how little has 
been transmitted to us during period of nearly one hundred , and 
fifty years* since the Settlements^ Pennsylvania by William Penn, by 
the succession of observant and^ilatelligent physicians, of the appear- 
ance of diseases under their respective notice! How greatly Ais is 
now to be regretted, I need scarcely say! No periodica||||[borkB ex- 
isted until the Medical Repository opened the waj^^m^^mich they 
could announce their observations — and unless by a particular essay 
on some particular subject, occasionally given to toe world| toe im- 
portant observations of each individual most generally died Wi|fa't^in, 
for want of a channel, now become almost too exuberant. If-then 
sucli difliculties appear, even in our own times, hoW mueti more must 
this have been the case when printing was altogether imknown! We 
liavc great reason therefore to bestow unqualified praise on toie tihy- 
.siciaris of former times, who, in spite of these difficulties, have ne- 
vertheless .transmitted to us the observations made by tiiem and their 
predecx'ssnrs^ and wc are proportionally bound not to forget entirely 
the obligations wc owe to them, by setting them aside as uselesMtnd 
unimportant; instead of appreciating candidly and justly their. upoom- 
inon merits, by a due^cciwrence to the writings and rmilitfks < the 
few v4io have reached us. • 

In the extracts I propose to give, I shall liot for an instant pretend 
that all are accurately and distinctly connected with toe in 

(|iiestion; but 1 have thought it better to embrace at^fi^^ei^^even 
iloubtful remarks, than to leave them altogether unnqtic^.- 
of conveying a meaning diffevent from the original, I hpve deemed 
it pro]ior to give them in the worfs of their authors, for the mo^t 
part, leaving it to the judgment of every individual to decide for him- 
self, how far I am correct in the opinions I have vei^rcd to adopt. 
Sufficient is however apparent, (and much more might have been ad- 
duced which I have collected,) clearly to prove, I think— 1. That 

/ 
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the ancient physiciaffs liad fully remarked every obstacle to /espir^ 
tion .whicli is now perceived, and particularly that^ arising fron^^ 
creased secretion in the tracliea. 2. That anginose aftection^(ih- ^ 
tei^al,) killed in one, two, three, and four days, or terminated on 
thi^ljtoventh in peripneumonia and cerebral affections, 3cc. as we now 
p^^ive in croup and its sequelae. 3. That the disolmrge of a mefti- 
braW( &c. from the trachea, is described as accurately as an inf^er- 
fect pathology would then permit. 4. That this disease was noticed 
bd^^^Ohitdren and in adults. 

Hippocrates ia;1lhe oldest authority i« medicine, whose 
wrifi:|^i%ive reached us, and we must consequently be satisfied to 
rest on the accuracy of his statements; yet we are not to imagine that 
no fai|iparmation prior to his ow:n, was attainable; for he himself repeat- 
edly refers to the ancient medicine and to physicians* wfio preceded 
hiUi. Indeed, I think his treatise,** llr^i 

prisca m Micina, is at least to the inquirer into the origin of his pro- 
fessi6n,«pb of the most i^^teresting. How far he maybe correctly 
styled m^^fla0pT of Medicine^ may admit of some dispute, especially 
since, (klthou^ we usually speak of the writings of Hippocrates as of 
an^iii^indual,) there were no less than seven of the same name and 
all practiced physic, during a period of about two hun- 
dred year^^^' qmy be seen by referring to Sprengel or Le Clkuc’s 
HMtbry of lfedibine; and although the second of the ngme is princi- 
p^^ni^e^pirded as the chief, yet it is undoubted that the writings call- 
ed by the t^e of Hippocrates are many of them apocryphal, whilst 
of several/qf the remainder,* it is not fully determined to which of the 
seven they belong. 1 am persuaded, therefore, that the illustrious 
title mentioned, as well as that of the divine old man,*and sc- 
veW oidiers, are to be considered as abundantly problematical. How- 
evecf i^tmtiing'^e claim as perfect, d proceed to state from those 
writul^a^iW particu4f8 connected witlftheteject of research, from 
thfe folio edij^on by FessWs .of 1624. ^ 

In t]lie bdok n#^i pwUi (de natura pueri,) at p. 249, 

he^j^;^e;following expression, which may be regarded as the basis 
of'4^^6i$i5^ii,es on the subject of catarrh, » env 

! X 0 t TV That the brain is the metropolis or 

glutinous, or pituitous humours. It is proper to no- 
tice W^^^s explanatory of the origin of catarrh in ill its varied rami- 
ficaticwf ^n' exuberance altogether due to Hippocrates, and pertina- 
ciously" c^timted by almost every author to within a very short pe- 

* Dc Ratione Victus in Morbis acutis, Foes. Ed. p. 303. 
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'riofl of Jthe present times, with scarcely a dissenting voice. Tlie cele- 
AV/'tod, (and justly so,) Van Helmont, indeed, about •^two hundred 
ycai^^ ago, did vigorously, and I think triumphantly, refute these opi- 
nions in an essay under ^le sarcastic but judicious title of DeliranMi^ 
Cfa/arrAi— and Etmuller likewise, tiiough with less energys^q[ 
it.' As wc shal^mt a future part of this essay give the opinioaii^ 
taih^d of catarrh more fully^,! shall extract but little from 1 
crates, compared to what his vmtings would permit. 

Speaking of catarrh, (lib. de flatibua^V^$99,) or fluxiOf in 
to a supposed question that may be snSw him, how can 

take plate or arise from flatus? Among otheir parts,* he Si^^ ubi 
igitur ad t)culos vcncrit, ii laborant^ si ad aures, ibi morbus est$ si ad 
nares, gravedo exoritur; si ad pectus^ rmcedo appeUatur.” The word 
rmicedo in the Greek is ^rancAo^ 9nd we shall flnd it hereafter one 
of considerable import. ‘ ' 

At vero fluxiones,’’ (says he in his book de lode in p. 

412,) ^^ex capite, septem sunt.” These ^e enumerates,| but as I 
shall have occasion to recur to this again, I shall pbs^^ne'' till then 
the enumeration, my only object at present being to ^^bw ti^at this 
monstrous doctrine has had existence frbmthe earliest rWoi4p(!|^f OUT 
science. And I now proceed to state what Hippocrates 
mitted to us on the subject of Angina. In his p, 45, 

wc find his cejiebrated axiom relating tothiS g^mctenn'i^Mrhic]^^ 
subsequent writers agree, (as we shall shOw,) by quotinf^il^^.,dx- 
pressly his wonls, which are as translated by Foesius, 

Cynanche^) gravissima quideih est & ceZcrrib^Jiptorimit, 
ipim neque in faucibus, neque in cervice quicquam conspicUn^^fimit, 
pluriinufh veru'dolorem exhibet, & difficultatem eptraarj^h quaB^eE ed& 
cervice obitur, inducit. llasc enim, coefem etiam 
tio, & quarto strangula^ ” He repeats this 8ubsequentiy^^^:<]|i'^^75, 
in the Coacse Prsenotioms. ^ Anginaeinquiti^nequein, neqqp 
in fauedjus quicquam apparet, sed quae yehino^tem suffilcation^ ac^ 
spirandi difficultatem adferunt, eodem auttertib die neeimt^’ 
not croup to which he refers, certainly I know no species 
tenninates so rapidly at present,' as to kill on the first dayl^^mil^r 
longed existence then, as now, seems to have terminated^ pi^B^c 
disease; for he further adds, ‘‘^uibus angina ad pfi/moncW;iiYb]^t, 
partim c|uidem intra aqptem dies pereunt, partim verb Uherati, pus 
intro colliguni, nisi pituitosa sursum educantur.” And the. impor- 
tance of a free and speedy discharge of phlegm is well affirmed in the 
next page, ‘‘ Angina laborantes, nisi celeriter cocta expuant, pemi- 
ci’ose habent.” * / 
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In his treatise Batime Victus in Morbis Jlcutis, p^*386, T 
think the nature of croup in its worst form of membranous adhesion 
is conspicuously detailed; the statement at least seems scarcely uppli- ^ 
ciBilde to any other form of disease. Ex multa autem & crebra re- 
a^jptione, sputum summ^ gbitinomm citra coctiolem redditum, 
i fieri prohibit. Quinetiam . asptrm arterias cbr~ 

8j (ptdmonis bronchiis idcti9f),(i^^^esc€ns,’ stertorem inducit, 

! ad hoc devenerit^ tum^ plserumque mortem infert.^^ 

Cerates hotices the ^^uency of angina, winter 

g, at p. sgr— iSH^na fit cum sub hyemem aut vernum 
r^thulta & lenta flutio ex Capite ad jugulares venas^ delluxc- 
In his treatise de Morbia Vulgaribus^ p. 1194, he speaks of 
the violence and difficulty of "the coughs, in some cases, with little or 
no fever, in which; ho pulmonic inflammation attendee^ nor other 
ftiimha by which a judgment of fhe* complaint could be attained, ve- 
rum^M^pce so/n, judicio decernebahir’’ — and at p. 1211, & seq. fol- 
low sdme cases, of which a few appear allied in a measure to croup. 

Unetbt a|n^ Harpalidem, cruribus & manibus imbecellior factus, 
m^icamentuih sursum acdeorsumpurganstemcre ebibit, ex quo febris 
inV^H, Siodarteriamj (Trachea,) tale quiddam defluxit, ut loquentem 
impf^diret^ jk inter loquendum crebriorem anhelitum redderit, non ^e- 
eu8 ac cum raucedine laboranti.” (We may notice that an- 

giito is hefe spoken of, ai if occurring with and without hoarseness.) 

<< €umdeglutiretprdgfocabetur, caeteroquepaiiebaturjfiux qui Angina 
labolthAt, iitmQr tamen non aderat.^^ If this caso may be esteemed 
as approximating croup, if would seem to be in an adult. In ariotlier 
case of a boy, at first, apparently of pleurisy, after tlie twelfth day, 
l^p^^odente morbo, spiratio dehsior semper fuit & creber anlielitus, 
^mfirplula ^nadam, ad pectus & arteriam asperitate,’’ &c. p. 1215. 

died on the twenty-ei^ d^; ^d in another, p. 1216, 
Vlj^rafib crebrior eique vix respiranti arteria sihilum quon- 

dam edebat*’’ &c. these, and several other cases, many symp- 
toms mentioned that seem to characterize croup in a greater or 
and both of an acute and chronic forin. Leaving this, 

^ to the deliberate judgment of the reader, I shall draw no 
\bn Hippocrates, although I have a much greater number of 
ihl^.from his writings, which 1 consider adapted to strengthen my 
optl^im that croup was by no means an uncommon complaint in 
his tiiney b^i masked by the absurd and prevalent pathology of the 

The next in order tn be noticed is Celsus, who flourished about 
t\e period of our Saviour’s death, and who is, I think, more from 
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*habits*f)r association, rather than from an custuS examination of his 
tJiitings, too generally regarded as amongst our highlit authority; 
whilst at the same time no one can positively determine whether he 
was or not a practitioner of medicine. Be that as it may, 1 thjajg'he 
has been too Itivishly extolled^ and' yet there are humeroua 
of his writings^hich hre well worthy of attentive respect in t‘| 
sent day: whatever writerS-fuay have intervened between 'I 
crates and Celsus, few of anjjT note have reached us; and on the par- 
ticular subject that our essay involyed^nt much is to be .jriw^d 
from him; yet enough, I think, to eyH^l'diat whether pai^TOu>ner 
or merely an amateHr, the disease of Cftmp was not a straifll^^i Ms 
time. As Grievks has given us a translation of his wilting^ which 
has been always well esteemed* I*shall quote from his edition of;i7'd6, 
rather thaif from the Lfitin, as by a comparison of it and thd 
he appears to me to have veryd^ly given the sense of fails aut^. 
At page 5G, among the symptoms of death in disease, he jiayB, 
and it is ifnpossible to save that person, w^o labouri^^l^j^^'!^^ 
without any tumour^ is suddenly, as it were, strauj^lf^,?^ .&c. At 
p. 63, among the signs of particular diseases, he remm^d thht ^ ^ those 
whose breath is greatly straitened, in passing through tire {a^enS}^ 
fever, will soon fall into convulsions* If an anghiaauddtoI5^ 
pcars, the distemper is removing into the lungs; ond is often 
fatal before the seventh day.” At p. 77, he strodgly recomfuifads 
bleeding in ^ * whatever strangulates the fauces, so as to caus^^a 
culty of breatliing;” and in cases wh^e the body may'^eem l^u^y 
able to bear it,” yet it is often to be employed, as linpna 

sulTocates.” Speaking of angina, p. 189, as the former Id^d orif . dis- 

temper, i( tetanus,) afflicts the whole neck, so there is another ooip xnbn 
one, equally dangerous and acute^ the seat of whichds in the 
Our authors call it angina: among the Grec^ the ue^s 

according to the spcciSs; for sometimes ih^ appears ^ii0ther am/ 
redness 4ior tumour. There is also a i^M^er about^the ikuces, 
which amongst the Greeks, hae different nantMOy according to its dif- 
ferent degrees. The whole consists in a difficulty (ff but 

while it is moderate^ and does ruot wholly sufflmate, it isM 
jmoea; when it is more severe^ that the patieift cannot 1 
a noise, and quick fetches, asthmas when the difficutty is so great tbal. 
respiration cannot be performed, unless the neck be kept erect, or- 
thopnoea. The first of these may be of long continumice without endan- 
geringlifc: ilae, two following are commonly acute.^^ p* 191*— Is asthma 
now reckoned among acute diseases? Is it not deducible that^.from^ 
this great generalization of subjects noticed t>y most ancient writeijsj 
it is almost impossible to draw therefrom correct, particular conclu 
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8ions! Sufficient, Itbwever, appears in the above few quotaUons to* 
render it probable that at least a part of his remarks arc applicable it) 
croup alone. 

Aretjeus, who flourished about eighty years after Cclsus, is the 
next author from whom I shall derive a few remarks. ]Lt is gi'catly to 
be Regretted that the writings of this observant physyian should have 
reached us with many imperfections. From wliat we have, we have 
much reason to deplore the loss our science has sustained in many 
parts of his works, but I apprehend enough is left to vindicate liis 
knowl^ge of croup. Mo]?fat has so well translated this estimable 
write^ihat I sliall employ that in preference td the original. 

In his history of acute diseases, p. 10, he gives us an a:.count of 
angina, or a suppression of breathihg. in which there is great con- 
formity yrith what 1 have already quoted from Hippoefates; at p. 
!£, he States angina to be the syiianche of the Greeks, and says that 
*>ih some,” p. 14, “the disease communicates easily with the lungs, 
but those or the change which ensues.” The 

velocity of tlie disease, as described at p. 15, corresponds rather with 
that of croup, than with the other well known forms of angiiiuse af- 
fections. 

Some of his obsertations on ulcers of the tonsils, at p. £2, apply 1 
think in part at least, to croup, for it can scarcely fail of being re- 
marked by'every reader, that in the accounts given by all the an- 
cient writers, there is a frequent intermixture of the symptoms of 
different species of angina, which^ whilst the whole suffice to point 
out their knowledge of the disease under all its forms, particular 
symptoms do, nevertheless, apply rather to one than to another va- 
riety. In speaking of the cure of dngina, p. 298, he says tliere are 
"T^o species, one of which “ consists in a collapse of those parts, (the 
tonsils, tongue, gullet, and adjacent parts,) and internal compression 
attended'irith a greater degree of strartgutoikon, so that the interntd 
''inflammation seems to reach as far as tlie heart. It is necessary to 
obviate this last, as soon as possible, because it very soon proves mor- 
UU to the patients. ” 

recommends venesection, “ and that the aperture ouglit to be 
nll^s Ihrge, in order that the blood may flow copiously and with 
ease^ this will not be sufficient to allay the heat, but the strangula- 
tion will be mitigated, and all the symptom » diminished thereby, and 
will be of no small service to bring ^e patient to a deliquium animi.^’' 
It may bS^ticed that he disapproves of the operation of tracheoto- 
my in-ail^TO^ p. 303. 

At p. 155, mentioning those affected with empyema, he adverts* to 
the pus evacuated, which, “whether it passes upwards or down 
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.wardsp tlie colour is various, smooth 'And equal,«rougli and unequal, 
with sifiall pieces of flesh floating in it, of a round or ajyiear- 

ance, wliich arc cither easily separated or adhere firmly?’ and*’under 
abscess of the *lungs, p. 156, at times likewUe^^arto th 
andfragmentekof the lungs are 
.Under as//i9^, p. 158, he says, v a difficulty of 1 
dug^d, citlier from running, j^essive exercise,^ 
is denominated asthma; thai^sease likewise Jei|o^ ligr the : 
thopncca, is called asthma.” Such is tiyji| S | l|eeraccon^ I 
ficult respiration, jand so mingled anjjUjM^ 
to cvincj^ that a sufficient distinction : 

spcct to different diseases having symptoms in^ common*; 

lie speaks of diseases of the colqmella or S04^?0pmoof 

the allectioais of which ^\ea»Uy p^^y^TrlTf'^ nnd 
this nature arc those which we 1 m^" ‘ 

exist with a <legrce of inflaminktion, thickness, and elon 
that they hang down into the artery Such i 
not known at the present day. If* they are not, 
tinct, it is not improbable tliat they may have some 
the croup of our times. But we must leave this aiithor i&W' < 
of Galen, the best and ablest commentator on 
far the most distinguished physician of ancient 
When we consult the works of this great man, estiiDfSC^V _ 
time tlie comjTarative paucity of his, means of 
not fail of impressing on the mind the highest venmtioi#^Di^^f 
traordinary tiilents and extensive attainments. 
reived a due respect from most foreign ifstiona 4^ wlmK;^|iiti»]^|dlie 
has beeivcultivated, is it not surpnsing that' an En^sh editiim.df lib 
works have never been thought necessary! Nqtwi^i|htiiding J&P’ 
travagant and absurd opinions contained thereitfl'l 
an abundant harvest ml^ht still be reaped nniit|pjlr 

quires oWly to be known, in order to be and to^^d^eavmnsm 

that the high standing he attained, an<SW^H^ 4 niiipt^e«^ in the 
ranks of medicine, was in all respects deserveid^ 

My cxti'acts from the works of ihis extraffsdil 
my opinion, far more deserves the title of tiie. 3 ^|Klherj^k j 
tlian he to whom it is so commqnly given,) are 
Basil edition of 1551. . r . * , 

At p. G02, Lib. de Cans. procatarcL we have an aiH!^^ detail of 
his views of catarrh, which may be regarded as aH eatl^Mion of 
of Hippocrates; from this 1 shall make a few extracts ao^: 
ofdiis principles respecting a disorder so extonsive in its ol 
No. V — Nov. 1828. p)] 
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to be the 8ub8tratum<nearly of the acience of medicine during, manjr 
gnee^ding qenturies. 

** Deinceps autem de fluxionUma a cerebro oriundis aliquid etiam 
dieanuis. Deatillationis igitor & gravedinis, (hsc cor jt&a, ilia Gr&cis 
catyo^us dicitur,) cerebrum eraat^wistit”— ** Ac d^ertur quidem 
fluna h. Ca{Hte nonnunquam ^ ventremy nonnunq^m in Asljperam 
ArHat (ilW, uteflibet Biaxim& nocens.’* . • 

1h tareatiee io^Utmoribua practer-Mtfuram, p. 706, we have his 
speoulatioi^ on the fmnatMm of phlegmon and abscess, and we soon 
pesojlM^hei ^foattma n, i^ pt prd of vast import apd extensive signi- 
iWtipPnimig the aneients, ‘ I advert to it, merely, however, as it 
cnaU^ me to say, that from the erroneous views of aufpuration 
given, we may pethi^ be able partly to explain why they never, (or 
r^l;^) saw, in iiuifMM diacharged from the tracheot any*other than 
a^ lip i ^pus, or tfae/tftw^WMiradtWN^parated by suppuration. Some 
hunt^ or vapmous spirit, says Ghtlen, arising either in the affected 
par^^llir fidiug on it from elsewhere, collects in a particular place, 
airililiuBre.foii|M^ng, at length excoriates the nei^bouring bodies, 
aadiileebnEiys imem, and, ’(in Ae latter cose,) ^^aKqtumdo variorum 
tnm ‘|HHiHnfain,tam solidtnum Corporum figuraa exprimunt,” which 
in^ eUm^say net uu^y be supposed to apply to the membrane of 
croii^ Vlilm lilidered more probable from p. 727, Delocia affectis, 
wbrii^ hb^lArme that the kind of matter discharged, indicates the 
pai^hfhotedy either as being ex essentia illius, vcl quod ab ea con- 
tiiuMAtur* PontUB etiam afiectam partem commonstrat. Durus quip- 
pe in dextra jTOoordiorum parte tumor, non lienis, sed jecoris af- 
feeti eat neta: in einistra autem, non hepatis, sed splenis affectum 
indieets Ad hsec, H imnibrarwass tunicss frustulum vomeiido fuerit 
T^ctumi^ aut guise, a,ut ventriculi^ si tussiendo^ gutturis, aut aSsperx 
ezereando^ faucium,” &Gs ^Now what are these frustula 
of a mM^h^nous coat, discharged by vomiting or coughing, and in- 
cficadve of affection of ISf^^achea, if not appertaining to croup? 

In his books de dijffIcuUaii respitationis, we have reason to believe 
tlmt much is appUedde to the circumstances of croup. To introduce 
had extractadf as relevant to the subject, would too greatly 
I my quotatums: I must content myself with a very small part. 
^r&opxicBa etiam, (quae erecta cervice spiratio est, fitque col- 
leclm viscidis & crassis humoribus circa afftrperas pulmonis Arterias^) 
& afadiliter ubi circa pulmonem aliquid induratur, aut tubcrculum 
gigdt^ pTtmens atque coarclans ipsam arteriam asperam^ parvus, 
spiritus redditur,’’ p. 494. Aliquando autem, 
nurd, est visum iniuno eodemque homine simul intercipi utran- 
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. que, Bimirum a collecta in arteriis asperis iamta hmnorutn colluvie^ 
quse Bilffbcare animal posset/’ p. 49G. ^^Cmterum co||rctationis in 
Arteriis asperisj tumores prxter naturam declaraverim reos,” id. 
’ Cseterum omnes qui od talem coaretaiionem sufficienter inaparare 
non possunt,# faciuiji respirationem, & in auAcittmia 
discrhnen ven^nt, si decumbant,” pb 503. At vero 
spi^atio oritur aliquando quidem in affectibus nmlta inspiidtiM# in- 
digentibus”— Et quando obturatio, aut compreiaio, aut coareta- 
I tio, instrumenta respirationis infestat^’^ 505 m 

Colliguntur autem in asperia artOf^iA gamia sneci^ dra- 

lillatioijpm a Capite^ vel ex pleuritid^^^Fel peaipnemnonii^i^l pm- 
monis a^ctu, vel angina^ vel ex tranalato pure/’ &c««— XsA d^puU 
sifjusj p. 588. • 

Cmtei^m illos humores qm m arteria conhUnatiter hmrentp et^qui 
iliiRculter expectorantur, magia evellunt Steniutamenta^’V^JU^^ 
^Si/mpiom. Cceaa. p. 679. Porrd quicquid spiritum interetip^y 
id tussi rejiccre oportet: sivc humor fit a Capite defluenSf sive iflapsa 
poitio cibi vel potus, sive aliquid in aapena arteriis ^lle^tumy ut in 
peripneumonia, pleuritide, & in connexarum jecinoris pa^um jriileg- 
inonc, aut in gutturis ipsius asperitatibus.” Idenu^ln liber de heis 
ajffictisj p. 752, the subject of angina is takfin up^^of 1 ahall 
only lepcat what is said of the second variety. VBA neajtmceSf nec 
reliqiise ons partes, nec etiam extemarum partium t/Ma i^j/mmeatuyi^ 
detur: labonfiis tamen suffocationis periculum in gttttuK sentit’V-^ 
^^Casteriim cum gutturis musc^Ii intemi inflammantur, is 

atfectus dicitur, c{uas simul ct vocem et spirationem laadit. Xdeni 
quoque in uiiiversum faccre solent omnes pra^ematuram tumores^ sive 
in spiriUdibus viis exoriantur, hive extrinsecus ipsaa comprimatit,” 
p. 755. 

Similiter solent respiralA ct ii, quibua asperm pulmonis arterias 
plurima jlejluxione oppientus,^^ p. 756. Si v«r4 st&riendo sirtpi- 
him feemnt, lentorum, crassorumque humdhmiA pertinacitur impal- 
torum multi tudinem, pulmonis bronchia moleatare eat indicium,” p. 
757. ^^Nonnunquam vero et pulmonis para^ aui Cfustula 

simul efferri videtur,” p- 758. Under Orthopmsa^ p. 
stant autem adhuc affectionea duse, quae Anguatiam loeoru|ii fitlpHit 
in viis per quas aer inspiratur:equum aut himorum eraaaorum ^ vis- 
cidorum multitudo pulmonis bronchiis fuerit impacta, aut tumor ab- 
scessui aimilis in ipso constiterit,” &c. 

But we must leave Galen, and proceed to CoxLtus AuRELiaivos, 
who lived about two hundred and thirty years after our 8aviimi;-*ii»d 
not more than thirty or forty after tfie time of Galen. I needaearof|^ 
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say, that liis work Be Morbis ,Scutis ^ Chronids^ has alwaysb beefn 
regarded of high authority, and been held in respectful estimation. I 
quote from the 4to Amsterdam edition, of 1622. In the third bool; 
of acute diseases, he treats of Synanche; without following him in the 
etymology and synonimes of ^ejkrord, I proceed t<f mention tlic 

IHjfferenikh^^ ITd^—^^Synbnchea igitur alia est^j^iwe manifesto 
indicio^ia cum vi^ili a^ue manifesto: et alia intra oris spatii^n, 
alia exttrius^ alia ex lUroque hoc, exteriore alquc interiure, parte 
dextra vel sinistra, auiNn utraque. Denique quidam specialcm dis- 
Cfiotliumn etiam uomtnibua poauerunt, ut Valens physicus libro tertio 
bCP* Sam igitur quss sine maniftsto tumore est, sine 
nofifiine rdiquerunt* Earn verd quae cum manifesto, si in^ utraque 
parte, (faucium,) interiorum fuei'it,*cyw«ncAm vocandam.” He pro- 
ceeds/to notice Mother varieties, and then adverts to thefinteccdent 
cynanche, among which be enumerates catarrh^statiiig 
thSliiMsn are more aiiected than women, and of those, youth and mid- 
dle sif^ rather than boys and old men — ^next gives Alglefiadhs’ dc- 
finttW# whichtha considers as defective, and coincides with that oi 
SopAvus, viz. Syniuichen diificultatem transvorandi atquc pimfo- 
cationem acutam ob vehementiam tumoris faucium. Adjectd est, 
(soya he,l^tem tranayorandi difficultati prxfocatio cclerrima, sive 
acuta, a^Mq^J^^nem tumoris toiibillaruiu sive uvm,” &c. And 
aome further remarks on tiie necessity of tumour to 
thus, ^^Sst enim ipsa quo(|ue acuthuma, 
atqii^ oebrnma prjsfocatio, sed non^ex imnore descendens.’’ The 
wht»e chapter indeed is deserving attention. 

In the next chapter, p. 182, alter describing the symptoms ol sy- 
nailclM^ uAth tumour in its stages, he pioceeds to give us .tlioso ol 
terrible one that occurs without tumoui, in uhich 1 iliiok, those 
acquain^d with croup will see strong ^dcnce of its being that tlis- 
caao^,that* is described-^* ‘Atsi sine maoifestu iiimorc fuei^t passio, 
sequitur collcpim tejpi||i, cum extentione atquc subiectionoinflexi- 
bili. Item vultus &oculorum cavitas; fronlis e\tcnsio, coloi jdum- 
beus, spirationia diffiMltas plurima, nullo, ut supra dixiiiius, mnni- 
faateJmore, sive inwtione aliqua apparentc, neque in inlcrnis, ne^ 
partibus, hebetudo plurima, atque imbccillitas acgi o 
%L cdsrrimus, vel acutus cupi prsefocatione, mortis cftec- 
tujS,’’jlbc. 

In fl^4th Chapter, he mentions and animadverts on the treatment 
of by the chiefs of oilier sects. Of these, Hippocrates 

cqptfppA share: thus, the recommendation ol bleeding liom 

rthe neck, isj^bjected to, especially when the disorder is 
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sine, nllo manifesto tumore^ because of the necesflHj of a fillet, to raise 
the veibs, which undoubtedly he tells us will augment the sufibcation. 
When animadverting on Asclepiades, who claims, I believe, laryn- 
gotoifiy as his * discovery— *Coelius, (an Ishmad in medicine^aays, 
p. 195— Es^etiam fabulosa artaMm qb respirationem divisur^ tfjgm 
iat^yn^otomiani^'^ocdntj & quse k tnUo sit antiquorum tr^ta,'%ed 
cad yea atquc tcmeraiia Asclepiadis inventione aftrmata,” cS^ 

1 sliall now leave this author, remarking howetW) that soittething 
on the subject of our inquiry, may probaUy be derived from his chap* 
ter, I)e Suspirio sipe Anhelitu^ quern Chj^SMnmw^eaui^ 
part of ^\vdt 1 have riready quoted, serafing fidfy sufficient #pn||r 
that tlic croup was not unknown to him. 

Leaving seveial intci mediate •writers, as Rhazss, &c. in whom, 
however, I«think I discover a knowledge of thd^dwHise in qu< 

1 proceed to Avicenna, who flourished about the year 1' 

Chiistian TEra. ^ 

The edition from which I quote is the Juntas edition at Venice, 
1608, folio, 2 vols. At p. 02, Dc Mgritudinibus eomf^sitis^ heg^s 
os this pretty comprehensive view of catarrhs “ et orme quidSm 
.dposlcma ((uod causam non habetmanifestam, et ejue causa corporaltB 
monstiat mateiiam de uno membro ad aliud, 
niutatamj \ocatui cathaiiliiis.’’ 

fh Sitffocalionibusj p. GJl, Et omnea/70s/emaprSsfiddiit(^^ 
in tei licit, auf pcimutatur inateiia ejus, aut collectionem ti 

sii|>puiatur. Et qvandoque apostemantur interius cannae, (lVasi|lu) 
sed non peivenit’ad hoc, ut praefocet • Et prssfocativum maiam 
lacieiis neccssaiium, ut sit assiduatio apertioniS''Ori8 & projectimis 
lingiurnpininatui caninum.” — “Et syiiantHr 
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ail pciipncumoniain, quando c\pcllitur materia ad pulmonem.’^ 
Et 01 unis synntii US moritur, spasmaat imprimis. Bt^pneffi- 
( atio qnhikm canina quhidoquc interfeit inter primum dieip'^St qnar- 
luin. v/ quaudoque iiiultiplicantur syna]iui^*A& camm similia, in 
Acie li^emah. Quum eigd prmfocatio fortior fit, & fit necessarium 
nmltoties moveic,” &c. Compaie also the andlBhitions to this chaji- 
lei at p. 611, rcfeiiiiig to Hippocrates, Galen, Paulus, TNi flfl ti, 
I'elsus, Uc. — I)e Sispiis, p. 612, “ Omnibus speciebus prmfocaraB^ 
cst constrict io anhelitus. “ Et illud est malum, quod est intu/tn 
cpi^lotii^ non appaiet sensui c\teiiu3 eXeo aliquid, neque interius, 
quum inspintur ejus guttur, sed est piofundum,” &c. “Et jam dic- 
tum est ill signis mortis velocis, quod si quia prsefocationempatitiir, & 
alteratur color a lubedine sua consucta ad albedinem, aut 
tatem, tunc ipse moritur in uno duorum diorum,’’ &c. At 
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bleeding is strongly enforced in every species of strangulationfievery 
ten hours to the third day; and also as a preventive of synahche in 
those accustomed to it. * . 

De ''Signis MnheHtus^ p. 6279 Et quandoque ConStrictio e£»t' ex 
humiditate in Canna, (Trachea,) & qum sequuntur ipsUm & est cum 
signis ijt anhelitu, aonua qua 'qui ateriit^ Sl est negH^ssitas ei:crea- 
tionis.^^^^ Quum «rg6 lulvenit conairictio atertilia (aubito^ tunc jam 
cucnnKt ad pttlmonem,) materia ex catarrho, aut currit ad pulmonem 
priu^ delude ad cannam, secundo, sanies, etpus, ex aliquo membrorum 
P^[e6d8, ejus Causae, (constriclj^o anhelitus,) aut 
^K^tfoaiamtOa in illh meatibua, quae sunt epiglottis & Cpnnae, & 
i^i ejus, & arteri8e.”*«*<Huinores plurimi in ipso, aut g^ossi, aut 
viscosi, aut aquosi aggregati in pulmone,” &c. 

1 must meidion’^that here, as elsewhere, much of the force of the 
<piypttlkm is often weakened by the disconnected form which brevity 
co^O^b.me to employ. 

JStathmata^ p. 630, Sl seq. Et quandoque est in Canna 
pilHi|Kiim8.’’»^^Et multoties permutatur ad peripneumoniam.’’ — ^^Si 
fderint causa asthmatis humores, aut humiditates in Canna ipsa, 
erit iUte coaatriciio in principio anhelitus cum exscreatione, & cum 
spnto r ri^ te l^o propinquo. Et si fuerint humores ex catarrho^ 
erit paulatim. ” 633. In asthmate autem et con- 

stslotibne factis propter catarrhum, oportet ut laboretur cum 
curaqiroinbente catarrhum, &faciente spuere quod aggregatum est.” 

^ 640, Be aignia tuaaia aputi Sanguinis^ Et sigiia ejus, quse 
fit ex ulceribus, sunt signa, qum dicentur in capitulo ulcerum pulmo- 
nis, ex sputo cruatofumj aut puris, aut frustorum Corporis pulmo- 
nis, aut amtidoftnn'Cannae: et ejus esse, est post catarrhum (^nordica- 
IKhim,) & post sputum sanguinis & apostemata. ” |CT" What arc we 
to consider these fmsta pulmonis & annuli CannaoP 
Be peripneumonia^ p* 654, Est apostema calidum in ptlmoiic, & 
ip$a quandoque aceidit incipiendo, & quandoque sequilur*eventimi 
cdtarrhi deacendentia ad pulmonem^ out prsrfocationea rcsolutas ad 
pulmonem, aut pleil4idin conversamad peripneumoniam, &hujusmodi 
interficit usque ad septem,” &c. Now here we see a distinction 
driiwn between peripneumony as an original disease, or as the termi- 
nation of catarrh or pleurisy. A cemmon catarrh simply, is rarely 
followed by peripneumony, but it is not . nfrequent after croup. 

Passii^ downwai'ds to Platerus, about the year 1490, we find the 
samd^deiii^ and in his treatise de respirationis defectu, 

catarrhum comitem habet spirandi difficultas: 
'Wqoib &nonnunquaTn reapiratione omni subito intercqpta, suffocantnr; 
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clicituj^que hoc malum catarrhus pracfocans aut auffbcans/’ It may be 
questidhed from tliis very slight account, whether it applies to croup 
or to pertussis; and this doubt is strengthened by his equally con- 
fouhding together, at p. 429, asthma and cat. suffocans. OIl|||ractio 
pulmonibus in^rinsecus, in aspersaarterim ramis, perpulmoiDim sub- 
bt^nti&m disse|||inatis; quia tunc aert liber transitu# interekmaa eat, 
di^ilis sequitur respiratio. Hoc autem firpquee^r ab humikt pitui- 
toso aqueo, a capite, prmsertim, dormiennbua 4iii||NBttmbentiIms^ sen- 
• sim sine sensu manifesto, per asperam arteriaar ari pulmones deflii* 
entes prodire solqt; qui in ramis illiuB anguatioaHMS aubsistewj^ 
inucosit^tem acquirens, suaque visciditate viaa ebkMBS, 
tionem c«im stertore & stridore, tussique aliqua, difficilem parit. Bbi 
propter tenacitatem excreari neqifeat, afiectumdiataniuin, asthma ap* 
pellatum fecit, qui & nova accedente defluxione^ ' 

fit, ut noctu prscsertim, & tempore humido, ac post 
habet exaccrbationes. Et si deJiusAo magna coj^ subito 
prius occupatas, impleat, catarrhumsuSbcantemmctum 
It seems almost useless to multiply quotation on quotation ii)i,pra(d' 
of the positions I have taken. I will remark^ however, that I have 
copious extracts from tlie writings of most of our {Mtincipal authorities 
down to about the commencement of the last century. gene* 

lally they make catarrh of the same importance as wesfBPI^ 
deriving it from a distillation of tlie brain, and falling open diithiit 
anil different parts, thereby producing a host of diseases, \iAeae patho- 
logy is now very differently explained. I have already mentioitbd 
Van Hclniont as first opposing witli the weapons of irony and sarca)^, 
united with tliosc of sound reason and judgment, this monstrous abor- 
tion of tUc Father of Medicine,” and as the doctrine of catarrh will 
be more fully unfolded by a short quotation from his writings, 1 ncihd 
scarcity apologize for so doing; and although there is a terseness in 
the Jiatin^f Van Helm&nt, net adequately expressed by the transla- 
tion of 1662; I shall, nevertheless, employ the latter, for fear the ori- 
ginal may be altogether disregarded. His fifty-seventh chapter is 
entitled Deliramenta Catarrhi^ which his traMlator has rendered 

‘Uhc toyes or dotages of a catarrhe or rheume.’^ The very epm- 

*> 

* Do wc want furtlicr evidence of the uncertainty of names, as deaetk’" 
tivc of specific diseases among tlie ancienti^ let us hear what SennertUd 
bajs on asthnu and oilhopncca, p. 451, ** asthma, Ladnis anhclatio, etsi in^er^ 
dum in gencre 8c amplo vocis significatu, pro guacutnque respiratione dtjfficiU & 
anhelosa quacumquc de caussa profecta^ sific cum fibre^ vtl sine fibre accipiftus, 
Stricta tamcn vocis signiticationc Hippocrati est hoc est ftcquMtif Mi 

densa 8c diflicllis respiratio sine febre,” 8cc. • ^ 
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mencenient ol wliiclikbhows the temper and intention of the v^riter. 
*^lt is now a seasonable time to show, (says he,) that tlie great heap 
of diseases which hath been dedicated to a catarrhe or rheuRic flow- 
ing di||#n from the head, even into the very top of the toes, without 
let or ninderance, is an old wivea fiction, not invenUd but by the 
enemy^fte troubler of mankind,’’ &c. Subscquent||^ he gocs'on jto 
say • indeei^ do the schooles season their young beginrn'rs, 

theorieSuy and pl^lpfically. For so rheumes arc guilty of the defects 
of^the eyesy ears, jaWSf tongue, teetli, breast, armes, loines, and leg*^. 
hs, consuifiptions, asthmaes, plurisies, peripueumonies, apo- 
palsies, sudden deaths, corrupt matteiy iinposthumj^s, spit- 
i of blood, have found their already supposed cause in^heunieh. 
t in the next place, the stomack oasts up its vomit, loatlieth, labours 
uncoiicoction, the liver also, and the spleen aro>ill at ease. 
I^l^i^Ulldjjgestible siiiv^ having slidden down out of the head; oh- 
Afl Ni SjtfpiS, hard&e|S||^s, dropsies, aposthems, schirrus’s, fevers, w ring- 

their room among catdrrlies, tlieir 
cUim|^r Proceeding in this manner fur some time, he goes on to 
aay^^^TJhc which, (vapour,) seeing it ought naturally to flow down, 
itiEiuggests an ample and general matter f(»r catarrhes or iheumes. 

it fall down into the eyes, cars, jaws, tcctli, &.c, 
the piaa|l|pPl>da^iervedly grieve, diat they have a neighbour brain 
an|jk|kep|S^our tyrant: but if it rain down into the lungs, tliey are 
tnUMchangied into a cough, shortwiiidedaflects; next into a consinnp- 
timx of the lungs, beating of the heart, and so also into sudden death. 
Bmra indeed, these rheumes do rain down into the stomack; now 
paies the punishment of their fault by unconcoctioii, crudities, \omi( 
ings,* htiordinate appetites, stomack paiiics, faintings, obstructions, 
‘^fliiixes, cceliack passions, cholers, colicks, consumptions for Lick ol 
nourishment, dropms, scirrhus’s, and all defects of the bellj; jea 
fevers, putrifyings in the veins, also afVicts 6f the spleen,^ stones t)l 
the reins and bladder, do draw their beginnings from the ihuckiness 
of a catarrh. But if catarrhs do derive themselves into the bosome 
of the cerebellum or lesser brain; now suddain deatli, the apoplexie., 
and palsies are at hand« But if by chance of fortune, rlieums do di- 
vert themselves tliorow the nuc^, or maiTOW of tlie back-bone, into 
tilft*dnews, arteries, muscles: diversjoynt-siekiiesses, plurisies, pal 
siffL and convulsions of the parts do present I y happen. And likew iso, 
thlp^ll have rheums to beget chyrurgial ilcfects of pains, aposiems, 
and^U|i||i||tS offspring of ulcers. But if they do not fall dow^n, and the 
IwnwllB itself of its burden, by poses and coughs; the drowsie 

\sviV^®c coma or sleeping evil, the catochus or btiflc-takiiig disease. 
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the le^argie, giddiness of the head, apopIexie,«losse of memory and 
the seifses, arc present. For truly, besides the aforesaid distemper 
fd* heat and cold, and a catarrhe of necessity bred from then<^: the 
' books, speeches, counsels, conveisations, chairs, and 
physitians doce-sound nothing: and so the whole hinge of is 

at this day coi||ersant in purgings, cuttings of a vein, scannings 
batijs, sweates, cauteries, and in summe^ not ^t in the flp^ish- 
nients of the body and strength, or dryings up ii|^eumes. ^ 

This is surely enough to awaken our astonishUMNlt at the extensive 
geiiei alization made by the ancients, from one simple word catariiiU.IL 
woid implying merely a flow or fluxion, derived from^the^jl 
KccTccppo^j and which Sennektus has largely expatiated on at p* 
vol. 2, folio edition of his works»in 1641, of which I shall onlj[ say 
that he tclk us, thattwo words*principally occur by ye 

the motion of praetcrnaiural humours in the body* 
is piVjM & pevpLejTttrpL6g,fiuxns seu fluxio, omne 

cvjnsctoique humoris c quacunque in quamcun^l^bptBJtk Cor- 
poris significat,’^— whilst “ Celso destillatio, ^ 

alias ianfnm humoris supervacanei e & prmcipue 

ccrcbro in alias partes prolapsum & defluxum significaL” 

I need scarcely apologize for the extent of these 
seems absolutely requisite to comprehend a word 
bearing in all the points of view in which the ancients 
cd it, if we tvish to unravel the intiicacy in which the disease that 
we aie investigating, and indeed many others are involved^ and^ho- 
over wishes fully' to be acciuainted witl^ it will do well to coffnilt 
Si.NNLurLs. A few observations of a much greater number collected 
from tlic^wiitings of this physician, will probably add support to what 
lias already been said. Seiincrtus may indeed among modem autho^ 
ritic% bo consideicd as a kind of epitome of the ancients-^or in few 
works wili such a mas'^of m.%tter be found in almost every depart- 
ment of * medicine:— he was born about 1572 and died in I637t 
I quote from the Fol. Ven. Edit, in 3 vols. of 1641. In his chapter, 
2d vol. p. 240, De Catarrlio Cerebri excrementia retentia^ we have 
a pretty full exposition of the doctrines I have adverted to, aa de- 
rived from Hippocrates, and very ^nerally adopted by all writers, 
down to and later than Scnner^s;^e evils it was supposed to pipo- 
cluce by falling on particular parts, are enumerated; among others, 
if on the uvula, it produced staphylin; if on the musclea of tha la- 
rynx^ angina; if on the trachea^ branchus, &c. &c. He adds more- 
over, soon afterwards, that this term catarrh has a triple seOi^M- 
signed to it; either generally^ for every flow pf humour to onj^puclof 
No. V.— Nov. 1828. [10] 
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the hoAj—more striMy^ for a flow of humours from the braia to the 
palatiey mouthy and nose — or specialisBime^^^ on the palate, mouth, 
and lungs; so that catarrh implies, catarrh properly so termed, bron* 
chus Hbd coryza* ** Branchus vero, est excrcmentorum e capHe in 
fauces destillatio, cum vocis obscuritate fy raucedinCf^^^c.* 

I have already noticed that the ancients appear to Jfhve consideired 
catariil^ sometimes producing ulceration; now, by duly attending 
to this fact, whilst perusing their writings, wc shall probably be led to 
beUeve, that some at least of their observations imply, that the matter 
up by coughing yra.s frequently of this description. When too 
ly^opter tenuitatem,) it could not be readily expelled by t]ie cough 
ch it so vehemently excited, qua caput magis repletuv, & peri- 
culum est ne pulmones exulcerentur,^’ and they point out in many 
passages, as Hippocrates has done before them, that a pepipneumony 
wasi^td be4q^Tehended from an angina, on the seventh day; which will 
hold good of croup on many occasions (but not 'of common angina,) 
in general reSdlt, if not early restrained in its advance to a fatal 
issue, tiirough a determination to the lungs. 

It may be remarked that the older practice in catarrhal aifections 
was pretty active, of which indeed we have stated some authorities. 
Possibly, '4|p early depletion may have checked the rapid advance of 
croup to a^m^branaceous and fatal termination on many occasions; 
whilst at the same time, the idea entertained of the Jluxio^ tending to 
the jVgufar veine^ led them to look iov polypi in them, Vather than to 
the windpipe for a membranous exudation; which, if actually present 
or S^t up by partial fragme^nts, was esteemed to bo the intoriial coatoi 
the parts separated by ulceration, or actual pus, inspissated by remo- 
ra, in the parts themselves; and in either way may have thus obviat- 
% 

• **Unde ctiam totaMeria^ (trachea,) interdum dicitur Bronchos.” Galen dt 
Comp. Med. lib, 7, 1240. Branchos and bronchos appeal* to have a ircry di&tinct 
Bieaningin the old writers— thus (Gesner, Greek Lexicon, fol. 1 545, deunes them) 
raucedo, morbus cum guttur ^ arteria catarrho occupantur — ^bnt 
signifies the throat only, or guttur, or the whole aspera arteria, as Galen above ex- 
plains it. When now we speak oi'bronchia, we certainly have not either the throat, 
(guttur,) or trachea ir contemplation; but numerous instances sliow the uncer- 
tain meaning of many of their terms, as we shall again point out, all serving to 
evince the great importance of a just nomenclature. Had this been adequately 
attended to by old writers, it is probable that many difficulties might have been 
ob^dMed, which nowperplex the ablest commenutors — not respecting croup 
alone, butlHcewise Lues and various other diseases. Thus, throughout all the 
old Imtiogfl, whilst in symptomatology we find much to persuade us that croup 
wo# ftyiiHaf to the ancients as at present, yet in name, owing to erroneous pa- 
thdogy, we do not recognise it by any synonime. 
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ed theiillustration, which a more perfect patholdgynow so luminously 
unfold^. Thus, as respects the first position, Sennertus merely, con- 
forms to the ancient practice, when he says, p. 249, “Si quandoca- 

* tarfhUs tanto hnpetu ad pulmones iluit, ut suffocationis p^flulum 
impendeat, diflida opera, ut materia in plures partes statim Sktraha^ 
tur^ r^vellendd^ derivando, catarrhus que sistatur intemis &<gEtemis 
nicdicamentis exhibitis!” which treatment we may safely afflMf to be 
of too energetic a nature to be applicable to a sil^e case of common 

• catanh;~and as regards the second position, we shall shortly evince 
its correctness by extracts equally d^ved from their writings; 

at the same time, th( erroneous theory which taught the distitta^m 
of the brain to go chiefly to the lungs, will probably explain, in 
why some of the symptoms of trachitis appear to be inyolved in the 
account of their pulmonary complaints. » y 

When speaking of coryza^ p. 332, Sennertus sayib 
monemus, inter reliquas catarrhi species, leyis8iio|^ esse qilsslOt In 
narcs, & minus periculosam, quam quse fit in arUiiam vel 

pulmones;’’ in which we perceive a sufficient acknowledgement of 
catarrh infesting the trachea, distinct from other parts, as well as of 
its greater danger; but what catarrhal affection, except croup, is now 
admitted peculiarly to operate on that channel? 

Difluse as Sennertus is on the subject of catarrh, he isHm less so 
on that of an^na or cynanche, on which, following Hippocrates and 
Galen, after what I have already quoted from those and other autho- 
rities, it seems scarcely necessary to dwell. What he has said may 
be found at p. 369*, andseq. It would seem, as before noticed, "that 
Hippocrates, under the head of embraced all the varieties 

of the disease, whilst some made a distinction between itand 
the former, particularly involving that species in which no tumodr, 
&c. were present, but which often killed on the first day, or termi- 
nated in peripneumony^if running on to the seventh. Galen con- 
tended that the disputes respecting the letters S and K were useless* 
ami he also mentions. Lib. de locis ajffectis, p. 752, ed. before ad- 
>crtcd to, that Hippocrates ajffecfus omnes qui cum spiratione dif- 
ficili, guttur aut fauces iiifestant, synanchas, hoc est anginas appel- 
lat.” Tliis therefore even enlarges and renders more difficult the 
subject, since it must of course*embrace asthma and other affections 
impeding respiration. I much question, however, if he carried it 
fully to this extent. It is certain indeed that he drew a decided line 
of demarcation between inflammation of the fauces and angina, for, 
(6 opid. sect. 7,) he expressly says, Quibusdam vero fauciuM in- 
fliimmationes adeiant, idiis angina,” by the latter of which, adds Sen- 
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nertus, procul dubi<f anginam intclligit inflammationem mmcttiOrimi 
Zayyngta,”— “ vcro inflammationem faucium^ partium aliarum vU 
cinarum^^^ &c.— now what is meant by fauces^ is subsequently ex- 
plained^ be, ^^pars quae guise & gutturi praejacet, *& duo dicto- 
rum meatuum ostiola comprehendit. Imu, (adds Sennertus,) ^itpvy% 
ctiam ^ larynge 4* summo asperse arterise capitc a^cipitur, iit ita 
dum GSeiius anginam per inflammationem petpuyy^, seu faucium*Qe- 
finit, non solum intfcfligcnda sit, ea pars quae gulae & gutturii praeja- 
cet, ^ed ipsa etiam larynx et cjus musculi,” &c. p. 370, and he adds, 
neque enim omnis suffb^^^tio angina diceiida cst; alias enim 
suffocativi ad anginam 'reducendi essent, sed ea^daltcm^ 
iSS^mdlo in pectore vitio existente^ ob faucium inflammationdm suflu- 
catioius periculum imminet,” &c. Tn following up the subject he ad- 
ve^^|j!:thelbiUr divisions of angina, viz.; Ci^anchc, paracj/nanche^ 
Iparasynanche, of which the first, Cynanchc, {^vimcyxv) 
is ilm one tl^|^ interests us in the present inquiry, ^^cum in- 
flanu&lttib in inter^^larypgis seu gutturis musculis delitescet, & ne- 
que inHiSj neque foris, in ccrvice tumor apparet, unde ctiam latens 
angina appellatur,’’ &c« 

1 have already frequently mentioned that every writer seems to 
acquiesc^A^s description of C^nanche, as originally given by Hip- 
pocrates. Now the different symptoms mentioned by all of them, ap- 
ply exdusivdy to no case of angina or cynanchc of th^ present day, 
excepting croup: and if we admit, that in conjunction with various 
othep symptoms spread througli their works on thi^ particular point, 
it approximates that disease as nearly as an imperfect pathology 
would permit; then it would seem clearly to follow, that Hippocrates 
was acquainted with croup, and drew his symptomatology of cynanche 
from it. Had his anatomical knowledge of the parts aftected, and his 
post mortem examinations equalled his unrivalled attention to the 
symptoms he has enumerated, we can 'scarcely doubt, that his de- 
scription of it in its details would have been so perfect, that no oilier 
disease would have been more accurately discriminated. Van Swif- 
ten in his Com. on § 783 of Boeriiaave^s Aphorisms, has asserted, 
that Hippocrates, in no part of his works has ever employed the term 
j^ynanche or parasynanche, in which, as far as my observations go, I 
find him strictly correct; it follows then, that under Cynanche and 
parai^anche, he embraces every possible cariefy of anginosc affec- 
tion then known, and which I believe to be the same as at present 
discrimij^ted; buthis especial description of the former, (ft/nanche,) 
seems tifcBblv almost solely to the characteristic form of croup of 
the prte^ day-— the lattm angina of some writers— and that men- 
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tioncdH>j CcELius Aurelianus as Earn quae stke mm^esto tumore^ 
sine nomine, roliqucruiit.” 

* We cTerive further evidence of this, I think, from what Seipertus 
* says under th*c Signa diagnoaiica^ p. 371, 372, ‘‘ praesenteitautem 
an^na in qi^acunquc etiam parte sit, adsunt imprimis duo; primo 
difficilis respir^io dtra aliquod thoracis ac pulmonta vitiun^ta, ut 
S8Ppe & sufibcationis periculum immineat,” &c. Et quidm quo 
major cst faucium & gutturis angustia, eo pericthoaior est angina,-— 
Atciuo ita k postcrioribus Graecis in specie descripta, om* 

liiuiii periculosissima est & grav^uiUa, quae intra unam 
rumqucsintra quatuor*juguIat.” Aph. 34, &c. Now, isanyfilispi 
of angimf known to us except croup, that kills in one day, or even 
less, as reported by some writersP~<‘ Neque enim turn parvita9^mali 
significatur* quod nihil conspicui sese prodit, sed quiaifiqgnafidbto 
adest, & summa respirandi difficultas, significatur, 
temia gutturis partihua hserere, ibique conclusum tt||Hltui adjlij^ 
cluderc, atque ita subito strangulare,” &c. ^This wsi part, adverting 
to tumour adhering to the internal parts of the throat, &c. seems to 
have a strong connection with the adventitious membrane of croup. 

The treatment of the disease, as detailed by Sennertud* seems to 
have been vigorous from the commencement; such indee«&d proba- 
bly, most generally to have arrested its progress in the ino^p^nt state, 
and thereby precluded a frequent chance of seeing it at that stage in 
which a membrane forms. This, together with the erroneous views 
possessed of tlic qaturc of the complaint, may assist in explaimng, 
why it may have been frequently altogether overlooked, or when 
seen, to have been regarded as the result of suppuration in the parts, by 
which tlm internal coat of the trachea was supposed to be thrown off. 
Be this however as it may, evidence sufficient I apprehend exists, con- 
nected witli what has been before mentioned, to prove the expulsion 
of a membrane to have bedli frequently noticed. As to the curci 
Seimcrtus says, p. 374, ‘‘in omni angina 5flngt/mi5 7ni.mo?ie&evacu- 
atione opus est. Est(|uevena 3 sectioo/?/imwm, prwaentaneum fycompen- 
diarimn in hoc morbo remedium.” 

I have already remarked, and am the more confirmed in my opi- 
nion from various passages of Sennertus and others, that the phlegm 
evacuated, w^as very commonly regarded ^spua arising from ulceration 
of the tracliea ; although the statement satisfies me, that at least, on some 
occasions, it was of the membranous character of the discliarge in 
croup; thus, p. 388, under “ Vrlnera& Weera Asperm Arteriie,’^ we 
read, “ Inter dum etiam bronchia & cartilaginea Asperse Arteriae tussi 
rejiciuntur^ quod tamen ex pulmonibus, frefitentius accidit, rarfi ex 
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Aspera Artcria, quaof durior est, quam ut vivente homine tantaen cor- 
ruptionem pati possit.” And among the causes of asthma, p. 452, 
(which it will be remembered, served as a general title for every va- 
riety of dijSicult respiration,) we find, ‘‘Eodem modo a crude tuber- 
cvlo oriri potest Asthma, non solum in Asperis ArteriiS consisiente.^^ 
&c. Now, are we at present acquainted with asthma ari^ng from Such a 
cause, ik least, as frequently as former accounts would lead u? to 
suppose? If, however, the term asthma was really so general in its 
acceptation as to embrace every kind of difilcult respiration, from 
whatever cause arising; then it ma\% without any dpubt, be presumed 
to apply at times to croup, acconi|||pied with thb discharge oii^'i mem- 
brane, and which is above denominated tubercle* 

That spasmodic croup was familiar to them, under the appellation 
of tussis convulsiva, &c. 1 have no doubt. Atp. 450; ^^Pariiuin 
aui^,' per quas aer transire debet, vitio puta narium, oris, & fau- 
ciihn, lit et /rocAmangustias, difficilis respiratio, imo suffbeatio inter- 
dum induci potest’’— “ ipiprimis vero si aspera arteria^ iiprsecipue 
ejus caput seu laryngis rimula^ vel obstruatur, vel asti'ingctur & co- 
arctetur, vel a quacunque causa angustior reddatur.” So also at p. 
466, Tussis vehemens interdum suffbeat, non tarn re aliqua obsti-u- 
ente, qu9|a iterata sine intermissionc valida efflatione,” &c. 

Since asthma implied so much in the older authors, wc are not to 
wonder at infants being considered as highly obnoxious to it, althougli 
we may well place many of the accounts transmitted to us of this 
description, as being truly cases of croup, for asthma in its legitimate 
acceptation, is not now a disease, that commonly occurs at that early 
period of life. Infantes (says Sennertus,) autem suffocat, nisi ma- 
turis auxiliis sistatur, & avertatur,” p. 453, and in variaus other 

Without taking up time in detailing his remarks on tlie “ Different 
Use Vods,^^ 1 shall merely state that aiuongst them are enumerated 
the rauca & clangosa; the former of which he explains by ‘‘ quae fit a 
membrana, quae laryngem & asperam artcriam investit, prseter-natu- 
ram affecta^ exasperata, & inaequali reddita,” &c.; of the latter he 
says it is sub-raiua, sed acuta fere & sonora, qualem plerjique ani- 
malia, quae collum habent oblongum, ut grues, cdunt,” &c. p. 463. 

Speaking of cough, (Dc Tussi, p. 466,) he says “ Posterius vero 
accidit, ubi in respirationis instrumentis, / umor hseret^ qiii ojici non 
potest, vel quia ob lentorem & crassitiem, bronchiis pulmonis nimis 
lenaciter adhaeret.” He, as well as others, frequently mentions 
worms conned up, which I am disposed to think were in some in- 
stances, portions of membrane, whose origin being so imperfectly com- 
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prelicBiled, as we have shown, it is not surprising tliat they should 
mistake them for worms, polypi, and other matters of a like descrip- 
tion. There is at least no such description given, as warrants a full 
acquiescence hi these discharges being worms. 

In the third volume of his works, under the head Dt Infamtium 
Cujrntione^ ” w^ave a chapter De Catarrho^ tuasi difficili reapiraiionej 
p. ^15, wherein he says Excrementitii ergo hi humores, si nares 
cvacuari non possint, in asperam arteiimn ddabtmlur^ &tussim exci- 
• tant”— an veru difficultas respirationis fit ex materia k capite de- 
scendentc, an vcr6,ex sanguine pituitoso, e Anis ad pulmones adscen- 
flcnte, ^ognoscitur e* eo, quod Capite descendit, catarrhus & 
simul tussis adcst, & inter respirandum atertor quidam ac sonus per- 
cipitur” — (here it is seen that a marked distinction is drawn between 
catarrhus St tussis.) Catarrlii hi inde aequena tuaaiaj ac d^ffkUia 
respiratio in infantibus, non negligenda sunt, cum tusses nonaolm^i- 
gilias, fyc. Sfc. inducere, immo caiarrhi auffoc&Honem mottim 
iidferre Can such strong cautions apply to commem colds 

and coughs, even in children | are they not strictly refcrrible to the 
attacks of croup? 

From the above abstract given of Sennertus^s prolonged]observations 
on catarrh, angina and sundry affections therewith conne(^ed$ I can- 
not but tliiiik I have indisputably established the fact tl&t croup 
was not unknown to him and his predecessors 2 However imperfect 
or incorrect {heir theories may have been, many of the symptoms 
noticed arc scarcely applicable to any other disease than croup: and 
although much of what is quoted must be received with caution, on a 
qucbtion of the nature of that we arc considering; especially as the 
whole is jiot exposed to view, by which much connecting strength 
might be added to our remarks; yet 1 cannot for a moment doubt, tMht 
under some of the diseases mentioned, croup has borne a very con- 
spicuous part; shrouded*, however, as I have repeatedly stated, by the 
extravagance of the old opinions, and probably from a less frequenf 
autopsia than now prevails. 

My further remarks are given without any particular attention to 
the times of the authors from whom they are extracted; but 1 shall 
give them chiefly from those whose writings are anterior to 1700, so 
that they may be considered as previous to those, for the most 
part, who have been regarded as giving the first admonitions of the 
disease. 

It would be urging too greatly the kindness of my readers, to press 
upon them the mass of materials I have collected on this subject, 
which I regard as bearing closely upon it; !« shall therefore princi- 
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pally refer to the autltorities in question, and the pages inivhich J think 
the subject is illustrated; thus, in Prosper Alpinus, an auUior of 
about 1600, we find much to dwell on, in his treatise de Medicina 
Mcthodica^ lib. 7. cap. 10, entitled De Medicamentis ad gutturis 
pMegmomnij quam Anginam vocant,” wherein we discover refer- 
ence to croup in a manner scarcely to be disputed. His distinctions 
between the external aflfections accompanied with tumour, and the 
internal, are highly deserving of attention, as &re also his observa- 
tions in the treatise deprxeagienda vita fy morte a?gro/or 2 /m,”cap. 
8. p. 251, Leyd. ed. IWO, headed, <<Quid bene & male spirare in 
morbis significet,” — ^so also in parts, as p. 410, 422, ^9, &c. 
when speaking of the matter ejected he says, In pleuriticis pulmo- 
nis, ac vel etiam in Asthmaticis, quod projeci non possit, stertorem 
ao jabujlitionem inducit, saepeque siiiibcat, aut empyema facit” — 
vero, qum tussi excemuntur, fieri ab humorc crasso, & te- 
rjvlE^ris pulmonis collecto, atque a calore insigiii, Galen, in lib. 
6.*i^^;tradidit; addimus formam rotundani, quod glutiiiosus humor, 
in Atteria Aspera eoniedtv^^ eandem cum illo fomiayn acquiret, siqui- 
dem ipsa globosa est, & cavitate interiore in orbem circumducta,” 
&c.— At p. 532, Quid in morbis acutis Cerchon signilicct,” wc may 

also findgSmple subject of reflection, whether much of what is said 
may noi^ deemed applicable jo croup. 

Fernelius, lib. 5, of his patWogia, cap. 9, affirms, that he had, 
(ssepe vidmet,) seen angina kill in eighteen hours; and P. Poterius 
Op. om. 1698; confirms what has been before said, that ^^omnis respi- 
randi difficultas^ asthma appellatur,’’ p. SOI. 

Horstius adds his weight to the distinctions of angina in the fol- 
lowing terms:-— ‘‘ Gravis est ilia species anginm, cum gutturis interni 
musculi sic inilammaiitur, ut neque in faucibus, ncque in cervice, 
quidpiam appareat; unde Celso merito pestiferum acutumque morbi 
genus, Galeno morbus extreme peracutus, Kippocrate vero letlialis 
dicitur.” Lib. 3. de Morb^ pect. Obs. 1.— Atp. 457, Epist. Asthnui 
Icthale, after death, all appeared sound in the lungs, but post aspe- 
ram arteriam secundum longitudinem dissecuimus; & ecce! quod visii 
mirum fecit, quani prope meatus pulmonum, per quos aer ad calorem 
nativum eventilandum attrahitur, carunculx quamplurimse nigrm, in 
modum parvarum glandularum, fab^rum & pisorum magnitudinem 
nunc mquantes, nunc excedentes, inventr^ sunt,’’ &c. 

Fabricius ab AquAPENBENTE, op. clururg. Leyd. 1723, (he was 
born 1537, and died 1619,) has in his forty-fourth chapter on Tra- 
cheotomy, (dq perforatione asperm artcriac,) in angina, many pas- 
sages which mm applicable to croup, which, however, I shall not 
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repeat! In one pari of his work on angina^ he recognises it as arising 
of ithelf, or as succeeding to other diseases, as catarrh, &Ct and he 
adds si intemss partes laborant^ mqjus urget periculum suffoca- 
tionis, quam siexternae.” Under tussis, asthma, ca^rh,&c. evidence 
may also be acquired. 

Fabricius Hildanus, a cotemporary, has, (Op. om. cent. S» obs. 
10,) under De periculoso catarrho suSocante,’’ given us a ease 
which is worth transcttbing, and which, I scarcely think any one 
' will object to as a decided case of croup of , the strongest character, 
in a child of two years old, in 1608. 

Ciaca 13 Julii, catarrhus copiosior in fauces & circa asperam ar^ 
teriam d^iluere incipiebat.’’—*^^ Difficultas tamen respirandi ita aucta 
fuit, catarrhusque tarn copios4 ad fauces decumbere caepityj^wt 14 
Julii, circa^resperam, stertor aliquis circa fauces asperamquiefi^y^p 
pcrcipcrctur. Cssnaoit tamen pro more: sed quia difficultai^HHB 
& steitor singulis inomentis augebantur, eadem bocte noM^gHe 
vir ad me mi&it,’’ &c. Catarrhus tahi copgose ad asperam a^tiMani 
defluebat, ut singulis momentis suffocationis metus adesset: & medi- 
camentis quae iniseram, uti non posset. Confestim itaque ad me re- 
misit nobilis, petiitquc ut eaqua fieri posset diligentia ipAm adirem. 
Sed antequam peivenirem, puer jam maximis cum doloM|te'^& cru- 
ciatu suftbeatus fuerat.” 

A kind of ^kronic croup is detailed in obs. 22, in a man of thirty 
years, “ Vix credas, quanta fuerit tussis vehementia, atque aspeiitas, 
cum tanta raucedinc, ut tandem loquelam \ix pruferre posset. Kon 
tantum autem matcriam purulcntam, viscosain, ci foctidam, cruori 
permixtdin tussieiido copiose excernebat, veruin etiam lapides infi- 
nitos,” &c. 

Marous Sevi.rinus, (Libri tres de efiicaci medicina, 1646,) ex- 
plains in some measure^ 1 think, the cause of not more frequently 
noticing the membrane in cit>up, by what he says of C^salpixus^ 

Qui lib. 2. Quaest. med. 12. demonstravit sufibcalionem in angina 
fieri magU oppletis venis jugularibiui^ quam clauso laryngis osculo. 
Quod si veruiii est, ut equidemputo verissimumj^^ &c. Now, this opi- 
nion would necessarily lead in post mortem examination, to a place 
diffei ent from that of the disease. 

J. Heurnius, a celebrated author about the close of 1500, in his 
treatise de MorJns humani Capitis^ under catarrh, from p. 329 to 
346, the whole of which deserves perusal, has many passages which 
appear to indicate croup as being known to himi I must be satisfied, 
however, in thus referring to his works genendly. ||ft 

'Barbette, (Op. om. med. & chir. Genevh, l688,^ias much also 

No. V. — Nov. 1828. [11] 
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(under de afTectibus^colH, & angina,) evincing that croup was^iiot un- 
known to him. In the prognoaticcL, he says Angina nulla tuta; 
quantum minus tumoris^ tantum periculi magis^^^ &c. and in a note 

Tumor apparet in tribus aliquando anginas speciebug, nempe,para- 
aj^anche, aj/nanche, & parat^nanche, non vero in cynanche^^^ &c. In 
the j}rognona, he says Angina perfecta nunquam periculo caret, 
nam aliquando piimo die aegrum suffocat, sed ut plurimum ante quar- 
tum^” and he affords some useful remarks on the employment of bron- 
chotomy or laryngotomy in the disease. 

H. Regius, (medicina& praxis medica, 1668,) speaking of angina, 
^*quas est difficultas respirandi, ex inflammafionc musculoi am fau- 
cium, vel laryngis guttur nimis arctante, orta,” &c. 

VioiERius, (Op. med. chir. 1659,^ agrees generally in the views 
ofimigma, with his predecessors^ and he aids us in a knowfedge of the 
spoken of in the following passage:— Per fauces, {^apvyyec 
Yocant,) intemus oris locus, ubi tbm guise, turn asperse arterisc 
extrema conveniunt, int^lligitur; Per guttur quod >iupvyyct nominant 
asperse arterise caput.’’ He also pariicularly adverts to the danger 
of the transfer of angina to the lungs, producing peripneumonia, &c. 

John Vibo, (The whole works of that famous chirurgion. London, 
1586, blimk letter,) has a chapter <^of an aposthume of the throte 
called Squinantia,” which establishes what I have already stated of 
the great import of impostkume in former times. In the throato 
there is often engendred an aposthume of a catarrouse matiier com- 
monly called of the olde doctours Squinantia. Cornelius Celsus call- 
eth it angina, and it is a daungerous disease, causing the patient some- 
time to dye by suffocation or choking in the space of twelve hours, 
and sometimes of seven^ or four, or two ,^^ — Agreeing in the fourfold 
division of the disease by Galen, he seems to point pretty clearly to 
the peripneumonic and cerebral sequelee which we see in croup, say- 
ing if the matter turns to the lungs, it causeth difficultie of breath- 
ing. If to the heade, it reduceth the perturbations of the use of rea- 
son,” &c. His remarks are appropriate, and especially in regard to 
the treatment, in which venesection is particularly enforced. All 
things must be done speedilie, for this disease suffereth not delaie,” 
&c. Other pertinent observations are to be found in his chapter of 
remedies for passions of the throat, at p. 410. 

Sylvius, (Op. medica, Amst. 1679,) p* 212, de aeris inspiratione 
Isesa, says Viarum ad pulmones tendentium culp5, inspiraiio aeris 
abolebkur, quando vel os & nares simul plane obturantur, vel larynx 
obstruiter, cAtorimiturve summopere in catarrho suffocativo dict5, 
angina, 8tran^Iatione,<’’ &c. ‘‘Idem accidit forsan, si ostium la- 
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ryngif^ crass&, viscidA.que pituita sit plus nfinils obsituiUi” &c. 

Abolita ob asperam pulmonum arteriam suinm^ angustatam inspi- 
ratto aefis pro incurabili habenda^ m mox expiratione forti expellatur, 
^ quod* iliam replet, sanguis, pus, pituita, vel quidvis aliud,” &c. 
Other observations might be quoted, but these are sufficient* 

Ettmuller, whose works were printed about 1590, has several 
obseivdtions, and even cases, spread throughout his writings, which 
appear to be connected with croup in no inconsiderable degree. I 
• have already mentioned that he has opposed the absurd ideas of ca- 
tarih, as given by .the writeia who preceded him. 

Ramslzzini, (Op. Om. Lond. 4to. 1717,) has ^ven a series of ob- 
servations on the constitutionea epidemicas of 1691, &c. wherein, (p. 
90,) he adverts to the prevaleqjb diseases, among which are a|Miplexy, 
pleurisy, ptiipneumony, catarrhi suffbeativi, erysipeli^J 

of which, prpe caeteris tamen affectibus morbi pectoris graMM^ 
inigis, ac busta implebant.’’ He adverts also to the common < 
entertained of catarrh, in which he elucidates the important, exten- 
sive, yet undefined nature of that disease, handed down by the 
ancients; explanatory, in some degrejS, of the nomenclatural difficul- 
ties in the present period, of diseases probably equally well known 
and acknowledged by tliem as by us, under offier appella^ms; and 
proving, that medicine, like other sciences, has been retarded or ob- 
sti acted by the lepeated changes of their names. 

WiLLis, a writer of eminence, between 1640 and 1680, has given 
many excellent remarks on the subject of respiration. Among others 
he says, Though there are many causes and ways whereby the pas- 
sages of the trachea are wont to be obstructed, yet chiefly, and most 
often, as;atarrhal distillation of the serum, while it departs from the 
blood, and flows t>ut of the vessels bringing blood into these parts, 
which being first thin and sharp, produces a troublesome cough; after- 
wards thickening by digestion, and cleaving to the sides of the tra- 
chea^ exceedingly straitens the ways of inspiration, and shortens 
them by quite stuffing up their extremities,” &c. Pharmac. ration. 

p. 22. 

The passages of the trachea being sometimes more nearly con- 
tracted and closed from their fibres convulsively disposed^ deny a pas- 
sage to the air for due breathing. From hence, when there is no ob- 
struction or ill conformation in the lungs, as also no consumptive dis- 
position, yet from those fibres preternatiprally convulsed and drawn 
together, dreadful fits of an astlima frequently arise. Besides these 
accidents of breathing hurt, there are certain others, which are stir- 
le’d up by reason of the air prohibited in its first entrance, viz. in the 
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nostrils, the tliroat, \he larynx, from a tumour, or ill conformation: 
for the polypus in the nose, the quinzy in the throat, or inflammation 
of the tonsils do render a difficult breathing.” 

In the following passage we sec a strange mixture of right and 
wrong, which yet seems somewhat connected with the nature of 
croup. * • 

For seeing the blood emitted by phlebotomy, in rheumatisms, peri- 
pneumonies, and pleurisies, when it is cold, is covered all over with 
a thin skin, altogether of the like substance with those concreted po- • 
lypus’s, it plainly appears that it passes with difficulty through the 
pMsagea of the lesser vessels by reason of thosh viscous cxcicmcnts. 
WhtfefeK that it may pass by some means it distends them very 
nutelk «nd sometimes breaks quite ti^rough them; also it frequently 
their mouths , and opens gapes into the tracheS, insomuch 
the extravasated blood arc by coughing frequently 

cPRh.*’ p- so. 

for the reason qfore8aicl9 a peripneuinony not only succeeds 
a pleilliriBy, but frequmtly a squinancy.” p. 59. ‘‘A peripncumoiiy 

cotnitlg Upon a pleuriay or quii^ey^ for the most part is worse than 
ariiing itselfp” ftc. 

ScsflbjgMfusp an author, or rather compiler of a most inrlofatigablo 
characlwy in his Observ. Med. RaiPioreit^ fol. 1644, has given from 
various sources much of what seems applicable to croup. lie speaks, 
p. 208, latente ac difficUi as without tumour, but as 

the most formidable species; and he gives several cases of speedy suf- 
fbeition iw a few hours, some apparently of croup. Of these, one is 
from Brassavolus, in his Com. on 22 Aphor. Ilippnc. lib. S. of a 
child if his own^ of seventeen months, by asthma, (a term «f so ge- 
neral a nature, then, as to render it more probabljPa case of croup,) 

“ quern dum audimus, patema misericordia coinmovemur, & referen- 
tes horrescimus. Adde praeter sonulli, quern ingentissimum edit, 
non potens nisi lecta cervice spirare,” &c. — Schcnckius, still dwell- 
ing on the superior danger of angina, in which nothing is apparent, 
mentions cases of death in eighteen, twelve, and even ten hours, a ra- 
pidity known only in croup. One from Lusitanus, (Cent. 7, Curat. 90,) 
in which death occurred in twelve hours; fuit igitur saevus liic mor- 
bus angina, asperam arteriam occludens, &respirationcm impediens,” 
&c* He likewise refers to a case from Lanfranc, (An. 1270,) of a wo- 
man in angina, cured by insision, that seems allied to croup, for he 
extracted from the wound, frustum magnum viscosae mjiteriae & 
foetentis, <flii|||||^Mtt tuM quoddam iniestinum longum plus gros- 
sum, Urdus mUjoHt digiti quantitate: quae quidem materia calore fii- 
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erat oKtraneo condensata, qua quidem remota,* remansit locus sine 
fetore,*^^ &c. p, 211. 

At p; 203, Obs. 1. Be Suffoeatione. Filina Marci Peresii, 5 
menses natus,' bene habitus, nullo pracedenti alio afftciu^ aubiio cum 
Blridore & respirationis difficultate, e medio sublatus est Quo gene- 
re inoftia quoque, cum duos amississet filius, causam scire cupiens, 
ipso logante, pectus aperuimus: & in regione juguli, glandulom illiua 
loci, in strumam quandam magnam ^Is pendontem, spongiosam, ve- 
' nisc|ue refertam, & quae benciicio membranarum dumtaxat, vaais 
inaximis illis, juxt% jiigulumasccndentibus, adhaerebat, excrevisse de- 
prelicndinius: Canifofmi quadam materia & sanguine oppleta; quo 
subito irruente, strumamque illam dilatante, adeo, ut vala Ulius loci 
premeret, suffbeatum fuisse iuj^^ntem judicavimus,” &C« He^^otes 
ViERus asliis author, and altliougU he con^^s it a 8trsiinou|||m|d, 
yet I cannot but think tlie case to have bean one of croup, €m M | | jy 
as two piecccling deaths had occurred in a similar way, andn|ajNR 
is represented as being in perfect health. . ^ l|pi 

1 may refer the reader likewise to what is said by him at p. 222, 
Dc Asihmati; 224 De Dyspnoea^ 238 De En^pyemate; at p*^^140, 
De CatarrhOj Obs. 3, part of a reply from Nrfius, iiK 1^556, tOvJ). 
i\ P. mcdicus celeber: S. Scribis infantes apud nos Catarrhis 
strangiilationem ininitantibus ss^mumero laborare; atque ei iis non- 
nullis Epileptic is paroxysmis corripi, ac j^ti a me rationem medendi,” 
&c. He quotes also from Mona viva, lib. 5, what seems applicable 
in a degree to croup, and adds, Nos quoque, infantibus etiam in 
amis adhuc vngientibus, bimulis nonnullis, aliisque paulo m^joribus, 
hoc main aifectis, & de prognostico certo alias perituris, vini anti- 
monii gsana aliquot, pro letatis, &c. cum felici successu, eXhibui- 
mus,” &c. • 

At p. 201, Ulcera Asp, AtU fy LaryngiSy'^^ he quotes from Ga- 
len, dc eurand. iiioib. r.b. 5, cap. 12. Alter verb adolescens, annos 
natus circiter decern & octo, cummultis diebus cx destillatione labo- 
I asset, primum quidem sanguinem floridum, cum tussi expuit, non 
sane multum, postea verb etiam tuniem ipsius pprtemy quae tegens in- 
ti insecus arteriam, in fauces & os per ipsum arteriae caput, (Larynga 
vocaiit,) ascendit. Yidebatur autem mihi, turn ex crassitudine ejus 
conjectanti, turn aegri sensu, ijmus Laryngis esse internum corpus, ” 

I have been so copious in my references that 1 fear the patience of 
my readers will be exhausted; I shall therefore omit what I have col- 
lected from Bonctufl, and a number of other authorities amounting 
probably to double of what is thus presented to viesri^mth only two 
01 * three short unconnected extracts, from hie works. 
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P. 497. Materift crassa aliquando continetur in ipsa arteoriarum 
aspeparum cavitate/^— p. 485, from Rhodius, “Postquam A. Spige^ 
liuB, plurimum deditus cxpcrimentis, deprehendisset in orihopnoieis 
disseclis, inflammatam Asperae Arterias tunicam ob materiam *tenu- 
am ac biliosamipsi infarctam,”— p. 577, Obs. 3, dissection, trachea 
arteria sanguine semi-concreto infarcta erat; quae suSbeationis* causa 
fuit,” p. 594, Obs. 5, is taken from BaUonius^ (Cons. 76, lib. l,)«,nd 
seems an undoubted case of croup, terminating in peripneumony. 
The immediate effects of the primary disease were no longer visible; 
but it terminated as now is seen, and as Hippocrates pointed out, with 
death about the ninth day.— P. 607, Obs. 3, a'* healthy childiof two 
and a half years, dies almost ii^mntaneously, (1669;) dissection 
showed, * winter annulum cartila^nepm secundum & tertium sub la- 

S et scutiformi cartilagine, pituita ciusedam crassa ihagnitudine 
ipsa in parte aded impacta haerebat, ut summa vi ilia arctius 
(hi non potuisaet,” &c. from Memtzelius. 
ihifl. adverted to th^ possibility of many of the membranous dis- 
charges from the trachea having been considered as polypi, but shall 
not pursue the subject further than to refer to the writings of F. 
Hoffman, (Medicina Rationalia, 4to. ed. 1738,) in which much is 
said on the different subjects here adverted to. See vol. 3, p. 71, 
152, 371, 372; vol. 4, p. d|9, 390 up to 400, and p. 439; vol. 6, p. 
314, 318, 320; vol. 7, p. 272, 279, 281, &c. 

Whether I have redeemed the pledge Lproposed at the commence- 
ment of these remarks, I must leave to the judgment of otliers; again 
however, remarking, that agreat deal of the force of many of the quota- 
tions is lessened, from their separation from the connecting matter; 
and although I may possibly be thought on some occasionj to have 
a&duced what may be regarded as problematical; yet I cannot but 
think, even with the abstraction of such, thjit enough is left fully to 
^satisfy the most fastidious, that the crOup has always been a subject 
of observation, since the very first moment that medicine has been 
exercised as a separate and independent branch of science. The fact 
seems to be, that scaruely a case, (connected with the different diseases 
I have enumerated,) occurs, in which evidence more or less, of a know- 
ledge of the same events now occurring in, or following them, does 
not exist, that they were familiar to uvery practitioner, from the days 
of Hippocrates, who has left any records of his practice. Hypothe- 
tical nations founded on the erroneous opinions of catarrh, and its 
origin in the brain, it is true, blinded their judgment, and too fre- 
quently catti€4(.them to regard the cause as the effect. The inflam- 
mation of croup may terminate in suffocation from spasm before a 
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membrane forms; even thist if not excessive in Agree, may be expec- 
torated; and yet the disease not being fully broken, (by metastasis or 
otherwise,) falls on the lungs, inducing peripneumony; and if death 
' ensues, no evidence of the primary disease may be apparent; the pa- 
tients die with infarcted lungs or empyema, or fall into phthisis, 
whilst' the original complaint is altogether overlooked. The numer- 
ousnnstances of membranes discharged under circumstances, (except 
from croup,) inexplicable, show that this disease, though known, was 
' not adequately comprehended. The angina, (cynanche of Hippo- 
crates,) can be eUicidated only from our croup, or otherwise the 
Greek»must have had a disease m^nown to us; for, excepting croup, 
no anginosc affection conforms t JIhe statements of ifippocrates rela- 
tive to cynanche. Inflammati(v sine nibore vel tumorej^usiis^ cum 
difficili res](Rrationc, approaching to strangulatmif (orthopn<B%)%W- 
known to the present race of physicians, excepting in croup. 
said will equally apply to all the records of medicine from Hippoc^ibfc 
down to the present period. All these writings more or legl^evince 
a knowledge of croup, although its pathology was not understood till 
lately. The former views of asthma, as a generic term, embracing 
almost every variety of difficult respiration; infimtile astoma, former- 
ly so common, but now unknown, can only be fully explained by 
croup. Ulceration or imposthume in the trachea, to us unknown, 
receives a full explanation by our knowledge of croup. Worms and 
polypi discharged from the lungs, all were probably concretions of a 
croupy character, but which an erroneous pathology has transmitted 
to us. And although I shall not pretend to affirm that ijM 1 have 
quoted is absolutely demonstrative of croup; yeti apprehend enough 
exists after making all due allowance, to prove that the disease in 
question is as old as our first authorities; and as Hippocrates^ re- 
fers to those who preceded him, it is equally probable, that as like 
causes are always followed by similar effects in the animal economy, 
they likewise.were acquainted with the disease. 


Art. IX. Two Cases illustrative of the Pathology of the Nervous 
System. By William E. Horner, M. D. Adjunct Professor of 
Anatomy in the University of Pennsylvania. 

The precision with which the symptoms of disease during life, in- 
dicate the organic lesions going on within ihe body, ia frequently so 
strikingly illustrated upon dissection after death, that the physician 
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is ready to rank his a6 an exact science. A dream so gratifying ho w- 
ever,* scarcely excited when additional experience dispels it, and leaves 
the votary of medicine still to deplore ili6 imperfections of 'his art. 
The two following cases will serve to show the correctness of these 
observations. In the first it appeared as if each organic derangement 
was immediately indicated by its appropriate symptom, and thereby 
communicated to the practitioner in language not to be misunderstood. 
In the other the ordinary sympathies and alliances of the system 
seempd to be quite as completely asleep, or so obscure as to render 
it impossible to detect what was going on internally. 




I. Puhrumary CoMU/mfBki, with Arachnitis of the Brain 
Hfiirroto.— a black girl, aged twenty, a domcslii 
y of ameMfcant of this city, was taken unwell about the 
'of July, 1887* The symptoms which appeared were a dry 
viHltk not aiMSeh heat in it; pulse frequent; diflicully ol 
bippBUl on ascending of stairs; slight head-achc; no appetite; 

pilar; menstmalion regular up to the last period; tongue 
.no derangvooot m the viscera of digestion; a sound ol 
thO^ilOTax somewhat fattened m percussion on tlie right side uiidei 

I directed hm* a diurnal diet consisting in milk one pint, mixed 
wift water one pint, and bread four ounces, which was continued for 


one month, witli an evident^provement in the symptoms; for she 
IntoMho stronger; the expression of countenance was better, and her 
biMfhi&g^Bier. 1 observed, however, the frequency of pulse to con- 
tinue; it was seldom less than 140, and generally 1 GO in the minute. 
As'she was extremely diffident, 1 often cliarged her with being agitat 
ed^ui this she denied. There being, however, no local pain, except 
iti'm head and that slig^ I must confess timt notwithstanding her 
jMsertions, I attributed much to agitation. 

The symptoms seemed at the exjuration of tlic month to have worn 


away so completely, witli the exception of tlic stJite of pulse, that I 
gave her permission to live more freely, indeed almost as usual, ami 
discontinued my visits. The only medicinal application during tlii.s 
mouth was a blister upon the upper front paK of the chest, which 
was kept open for sdme days. • 

I saw nothing of her afterwards till about the middle of Septembei , 
and supposed her well; 1 was then informed to tlie contrary; and as 
in consem|M M|6jBf .a newspqier paragraph, the tea of liverwort had 
begai^t|mP|||HHMM pulmonary affections, her 

mistrosMeiinm W exhibition in her case. This was conceded, ahd 
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persefpred in for fifteen or twenty days, without the slightest bene- 
*fit, except that she though her head relieved by it. About the* close 
of the administration of thflhreinedy, her stomach became exceedingly 
disordered, a$id rejected every thing for a day or two, when its ex- 
treme irritability ceased, but with an entire loss of appetite. 

* October 15th^ ISSr.— At this period the symptoms are, one eye 
tui%e(l from its axis, squinting, double vision; articulation rather 
slow; does not complain of pain in the head; pulse one hundred and 
sixty; respiration rather easy and tranquil; no pain in .thorax. 
Percussion beneath the right clavicle, yields a heavy fledij sdimd. On 
the application of stetfioscopeno r^piration heard there, but it is jhaard 
in other parts of the same lung, sound and respiration of H^l^htng 
good. No complaint of abdomen. LdiS olFmpetlte. 1 iltrec|^ttKe 
renewal of the blister to the thorax, and ordjfred^lKbt. benf^^S 
gtt. XXX. three times a day. 

A few days after this she became inlMspable of £schaq;^ll|^ytNl»' 
urine; the bladrler distended and proddcM the excessive pailh* oftoild- 
ing that state. Her ai ticulation was brdken by sobs and oriOk, unth 
stuttering and thick speech. The lower esbremlties becaide liioljtei' 
less, though extremely painful when touched or moved )ttid 

the other symptoms of cerebral disease increased. The bU^oCT Was 
relieved of a pint and a half of very foetid urine by the cathetm*, to 
which instruipent 1 resorted every day afterwards so long as she lived, 
from the incapability of discharging the urine still continuing, at- 
tended with pain and extreme fnetor. For two days before deaft <die 
became comatose, like one under the influence of lauihuium, and 
died, November 4th, 1827, by a very gradual and easy extinction of 
life. • 

I examined lier twenty-five hours after death, in company wifi^r. 
Mp:igs. stating to hin^ previously that I had experienced mucK diffi- 
culty in satisfying myself, od the diagnostics of the disease. That J 
felt assured, from percussion and auscultation, that the right lung 
under the clavicle was carnified, as in consufl^ption; but that she 
never had any thing like night sweats from the beginning to the 
end of her sickness, no local pmn, no cough of any constancy, and 
no expectoration. The symptoms in fact of hectic fever had never 
been evolved; latterly she had'on two or three occasions spit up a 
very trifling quantity of matter resembling a softened tubercle, but 
this was all. 1 also told the doctor, that to account for the symp- 
toms, we, on the principles of physiological medio^b ou^ht to find 
the brain about the corpora striata and HiSlami lur diiHMCd, 

and also the medulla spinalis in the same wSy. 

No. V.— -Nov. ml 
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Jlutopsy^^'M\AA\e atrophy; with a very tranquil expression of face; 
frame well developed* 

Head. Dura mater presented the app^h-ancc of being half dried 
on top of hemispheres. Pia mater congested with red hlood. Arach- 
ooidca at basis of brain much thickened by coagulating lymph, iden> 
iified with its structure; this was more eminently the case about *the 
chiasm of the optic nerves and the inferior part of the third ventriCle. 
The ventricles contained about one ounce of serum; the fornix was 
in a ralpyt soft state, and the septum lucid um was sti etched and re- 
there into fasciculi of fibres, forming a very imper- 
between the ventricles. The arachnoidea of vehtticles 
nnOOvioasly tidckened. Corpora striata softened. An inflammatory 
adlANUon injected with red and rylindiical, caused the thalanii 
to^'ltdbsiEp; possibly thiit^adhhsion might have been the commissuia 
n)lp% but if so« it wSs lower down and further forward than usual, 
steopgsr. Subolonce of brain showed numeious led points 
of%Hf tWSels. Nothing j^Miskable about cerebellum, pons and mc- 
dsdia dblongata; except that wherever the aiachnoidea sti etched fioin 
6iiti|t0Ois to eminence it was thickened and inflamed. 

^Ijl^ptla spinalis. Ihira mater natural; tunica arachnoidea inflam- 
ed Hi whole length and thickened, adhering very closely to pia 
maieTf and to the roots of the spinal nerves. Textuie of medulla 
softer at places than natural. 

Thorax. Right lung carnified in its uppei lobe, and adhering to 
the thorax where it gave out the flattened sound; law tubeicles in 
great ^InilBAxnce through its structure, but none of them sottenod; 
permeable imperfectly to air in its two lower lobes. Lett lung pei- 
meable every where, but abounding in immature tiibcicles liOma hue 
io^l^e in diameter; none of them softened. Ilcdit iidiuial. 

IMdomen. Liver healfhy, with the exception nt a few tubeiculdi 
glasses interspersed in it. Stomach cohbiiiied a thin, tl.iik-coltmied 
fluid, smelling disagreeably; mucous coat somewhat bi owned, aiul 
the lymphatic glan^ along its lesser cuivatuic, and in le-^sei omen- 
tum, enlarged and tuberculous; some of them weie seen in tlie thick- 
ness of the stomach, along its lesser cuivatuie, liom one to two lines 
broad- Intestines generally healthy; at least the maiks ut disease 
w^e not evident, with the exception* of a light slate-colour at tlien 
upper part in the mucous coat. Organs of genera+i on gcnei ally heal th j ; 
ihoMBter^ coat of uterus injected with blood, and could be raised 
eaiUy of a knife. 

neglected to look at the mucous coat ot the ileo- 
colic JiMtioll, lillmtthaf of the bladdci , w lueh lattoi ot gan, at the time 
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of Jetthy contained some of the dreadfuUj fc^d urine» a little of 
which Scaping by pressure made the room almost intolerable to us- 

I consider this case to hare been one of Ae most satisfactory for 
' elucidating the location of disease by the lesion of fuiH^iony or in 
other wordsy for illustrating physiological medicin^ WiiSrtit the 
— squinting, and witliout the paralysis of Ae bladder^ it would hiare 
been very difficult to ascertain what was going oo in Ae bkaif| fed 
spinal marrow. 

• 

Case II. Ramolliasement of Heinispheres of Cen 
Waggoner, aged sixAen, a resident of Bell^onte,^ ^ ^ 

Pennsylvania, received at harvest-tiuWS ISST 9 a sl^t 
internal canthus of the left ey^ froni>^||S 4^8^^ 
trying to kSiock off his hat. In a short a *' 

gan to show itself at the part, and whicli^ kf Its ^ 

eye-ball upwards and outwards, and desttOjNfid its 
ter he was brought to the Peiumyl vanm^Byo^Ittfirmary 1 
to the professional care of Dr. Jsaac Hots. Ashe could nOt^liCCj^- 
modatcd in that institution, he was transfiscrOd.tOtAo 
put under the charge of Dr. Ginsouj^who, oarDooembor 
in the presence of the clinical class, extirpated the tumour^ _ 

with it the eye-ball. In this operation all Ae conAnts of Ae^bit 
were remove^, and a part of the inferior margin of Ae orbitf wAoh 
was in a softened, ulcerated §Ate. 

The tumour was spheroidal, from two to two and a half iqp^A ^ 
diameter; was semi-transparent, traversed by small ligarae^j^U Ibres, 
and had the consistence of tliick glue when permitted A tool after 
being bmled. It was principally albuminous as j^coagulated qdd be- 
came opaque on immersion in spt. wine* I did not see Wagg ^^^|ps f- 
terwards till May 1st, ^ when Ae sui^cal^lards house ^^Wv- 

cd upon me in the usual routine of business. Thc^'Amour iii 
the mean time resumed its growth, had swoHen enormously Adtmde 
of the face, resembled in structure Ae first onaStod was subject to 
occasional bleeding. It was a flattened oval of flve inches in diame' 
ter, and had a fungous appearance- It filled up Ae orbit, had OiAei 
displaced or removed the whole anterior panetes of Ac iype r<[|awj 
as well as of the side of Ae nose, and also occupied antrWi* and 
had shoved downwards the left comer of Ae mouA. 

The patient at this time, as migjit be expected, was W00|Bene4 and 
emaciated ; his appetite was indifiereni* He MAtlOf ’ttiOk 
crcisc daily by walking in the ward, or Af 

were good, not obviously impaired, and iieiA» MKwnscs. 
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He was sometimes uprightly when he could withdraw his reilecUoiis, 
from.his horrible condition. Considering his case hopeless, 1 pre- 
scribed for two or three weeks, only common cerate dressing; and 
black drop at night. ^ 

In the mean time the dischaige from the tumour became so offen- 
sive, that to correct it, I directed it to be washed once or twich daily 
with pyrolignepus acid. Persisting in this application for a week, 1 
was struck in the progress of it with the tendency of the tumour to 
slouflh* lyt encouraged me to keep on with the acid, and the tumour, 
“^isl^g in size, by the detachment continually of large 
~ at length the pleasure of seeing almost the whok of the 
with the exception of^some deep-seated parts, of but small 
entirel]^ rem^giedl^d what was quite as unexpected, even 
IS of the akin b^n^to cicatrize. The falling of! of the tu- 
a frii^t^l esatovation in the place of the upper jaw, one 
the jieft nostril in its whole length, the septum 
anterior to posterior margin. 

In of the humour and of its sloughing, Waggoner had 

^faco, aii4 alao in the forehead, especially the left; and this 
LUf4 ^ith .romissiom^till his death, which occurred June 
> at nina o^clock, ^ M. TiU the day before his death 
exercise as tisno/. On no occasion had he a symptom of 
paralysis, partial or general, nor of convulsion, nor interruption to 
his urine. His senses wero perfect, and also his intelligence. In 
attendance, 1 often directed such questions us might iiifoim me 
ordei!tttM|n^ont of cerebral structure, if any existed, and iii\iiriab]y 
thp repl^r only alluded to the pain in his forehead. The evening 
b^ns bis death he^omited freely, and threw up some bilii^us mat- 
■Tie want of cerebral symptoms, the sloughing of the tuinoui, 
favourable time lif(^ excited some conjectures on his 

[e recoyeiy. 

Autopsy f twenty-seven hours after JeatA.~Head. The centre of tlie 
anterior left lobe ^the brain was resolved into a soft putiiUge 
equivalent to abou^i%ree-fourths of the whole lobe. Tlie pciiplicry ol 
the lobe enveloped this mass; the bottom of tlie lobe was not moie 
ihanjj^wo lines in thickness at most points, and at one point it was 
permuted by the ramollissement, an^ led to an ulceration of the 
orl^tar process of the frontis, communicating with the cavity of the 
parietes of the ramollissement were six or eight lines 
pwp-,-r^i^Tbe whole cqrpus striatum of that side was dissolved, 
consequently invaded the parietes of the Iclt 
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About one-third of the right anterior lobe^ Imdenng upon the an- 
teiior margin of the corpus callosum, was also dissolved in the 'same 
waj, and about one-half of the corpus striatum of that side* Adhe- 
sion of the pfa mater of an inflammatory kind, existed between the 
flat sides of the anterior lobes, and thereby the ramollissement of the 
two lobes formed a common mass. The whole of the fomixmii^^of 
the^eptum lucidum, and a thin lamina of the unde%sarfl|ce‘ii^%o 
corpus callosum were dissolved. The entire cerebrum ecu several 


degi ees below the common consistence, both in the ) 

dullary substance.* The cortical covering of the convolmg|w 
antciift* two-thiids of1:he cerebrum was of a 
the remainder was of tlie natural Oohilrr.'v ^ ^ ^ 

The putiilage or i amollissement ccMltitilMn btlft of eireV 
ter, mixed Vith cerum and red blood, its bottidarbs were j 
defined. In the centre of the mass it was dUBuettt, tliisl bl 


it lecedcd from the centre, less and less so, until itl 


bly with the surrounding cerebral maCIl^. « 

The cerebellum was sound. f ^ 

The arachnoidea of the whole base of the brain was thiskei|^ 
opaque, and in that state surrounded^Jflie nerves of the^bosW '^^1^ 
under suilacc of the cerebellum, of the pons varolii, and ofSieline- 
dulla oblongata, it was not only thickened and opaque, but had a 
coating of purplent coagulated lymph. 

The red inflammation of the pia mater was veiy conspicuous, where 
the ramollissemen.t of the two anterior lobes coalesced, s^id on the 
under surface of the left lobe where its periphery was sd^^n. At 
the latter spot the dura mater was ulcerated through to the extent 


of twelve lines or more in diameter. 


Beneath the ulceration of the dura ma^, at the side of fhs^ 
ethmoidal gutter, was ulceration just nladcd to, of the i 
piocess ot the os frontis, eqhal in extent to the liole in the dura* 
mater. It was not, however, a single hole in the bone, but several 
of different sizes, giving it a riddled appearance^i^d forming a com- 
munication between the cavity of the orbit and of the cranium. I am 
not certain whether any part of fKe dissolved brain actually feund its 
way before death into the orbit through these boles; thore was, how- 
cvci, no impediment, unless it might arise from Aeir b^in^ rathei 
too small. There is no doubt that a probe might have been passed 
from the orbit into the very centre of the ramollisement, if the com- 
munication had been suspected before death. ^ 

The thorax was perfectly sound, and no diseaseNlii bblonfllWjbiR 
the abdomen. The bladder was distended lAth urine- 
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The medulla spinalis and its membranes were perfectly soune. 1 
was struck with the facility, with which the medulla spinalis, after its 
membranes were peeled off, could be divided from one end to the other 
into an indefinite number of strings op cords, running parallel with 
one another, like the fibres of a piece of white oak. I imagine that 
this test will be found to prove its healthiness, when there is a doubt 
of itsf being twhard or too soft * 

The* remarks upon this case are, 1st, that no satisfactory date can 
be for the commencement of the softening, or its cause. 1 

sHWd^RiM to consider it as a consequence of the tumour of the orbit, 
^ilevelopifient after the operation cansed^thc absorptloif of the 
ib'^wocess of the oS fronds end irritation of the adjacent part of 
ftj^ram, louLof fts 

is surprising '^t such cerebral disorganisation Vas follow- 
by smipenrion or derangement of intellect, of tlie senses. 


9d. That the tumour /ihottM have sloughed so completely away un- 
der .the ap|dication of pyroligneous acid. Does not this indicate some 
tlsAlElMwnpower in well worthy of further iii- 

experiment? 

4fL 'The second progress of the tumour reduced the cavity of. the 
antrum, of the orbit, and of the left nostril, into one large excavation, 
the whole periphery of which was exposed at the time of death. This 
tumour, though it shoved the bones opposed to it out of tlu^ir placc'n, 
and caused them to drop off, as for example, all the exterior side of 
the left ilostril, and the parietes of the untrum above and in front, as 
well as the left os nasi, and nasal -process of os frontis; did j et secrete 
patches of bone in its own thickness, and formed for ilself iinper 
fi^diell at the back and external side of the anlriim, perhaps by the 
dm^tion of the latter* ^he septum narium did not give May, but 
twas pushed over to the right side as far as it could go. 


Any- X. Case of Organic Disease of the Brain. By John Waui , 

M. D« of Boston. 




ict of this case was a lad aged nearly ten years, who liad 
d [ed good health, and had never been liable to pain, or 
alfecting the head. Previously to niy seeing him, 
Sr sometime coVnplained of pains in the licad, which came on 
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« evening, but went off during the night, so that he awoke in 

the morning appaiently m his usual health. A days before I fiist 
^ saw him, he had received a blow m the side from another boj, which 
caused him to /all with some violence. Hid belief was, that lie did 
not stnke his head; but whether he did or not, it is certain that the 
jar ^ven by the fall, was such as to produce very serious coiuie- 
quehces upon the brain. He was stunned, and upon risliig, wai ddaay 
and bewildcied, so as not to be able at first to find his way into the 
* house. These cftects, however, soon went off, but 1^ en 
loxy sms became aftci wards more severe, and were accoti 
or twi5; by nausea an3 vomiting. "A 

Jipril 14th, 1828, 1 first saw hiin, in attendihloe an- 
othei patient in the same houses and some^Mmedftesi!^ A^ffe 

was, howcvei, very averse to taking medicii^ lUEi^l^paiifouladf^rM^ 
was so comfoi table for a considerable part of%e day, his parent ^d 
not insist upon the course lecommended, fS/kd Ho eB8etlf|li|^forat^ 
took place foi more than a week. # " ^ ♦ 

^pnl 24th, he became much worse, and I saw him hgain. At^s 
peiiod he presented the following symptoilis>-«The pains in thehiW 
weie veiy severe, and the paroxysmatjl^d become more frequenti'and 
extended throughout the whole day. The pain, alfiiough ncHfrly con- 
stant m some degree, became at times so excruciating as to cause 
liini to ciy out«loudIy; and whflst it continued, he wished to have his 
head hold, and piessed veiy tightly by hig motheiN hands, across the 
forehead, which was its principal seat. Theie was considerable sen- 
sibility to light and sounds no dilatation df the pupils, add no im- 
j)ti let lion ut vision whatever, except that on the day on which he 
w!:uw Morto, he complained for a short time that things looked 
il the ail was full ot smoke.” The respiration was geneially slo|^ 
though li ilile to b( quickened from slight fftusjSS. The pulse varm 
widiout any assignable cau'-e fiom 56, which was the lowest numbei • 
noted, to 84. It was geneially about seventy, but was raised 
b> die opiiation ol inediLincs, oi by any other excitement or iriita- 
tion to 100 OI even moie. When not excited, it was irregular 
with regiid to the hngth of the interval between the beats, but was 
nc\ei, that I obscr\ed, intci mittent. The tongue was coveted at 
fiist with a thin, white coat, winch after a short time became brown 
and diy. Tlie stomach Vtas exticmely ii iitable; vomiting often took 
place spontaneously, and was constantly produced by slight causes. 

It was alleviated only by the operation of cathartics. 

At this peiiod Ihc (reafinent consisted in the repeated application 
of leeches and blisteis lo the head Both of wfiich, howcvci. initaUd 
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and disturbed him very much, and were not well borne, parivAiltirly 
the latter. Free purging was also employed, but it was very difficult 
at first to get medicines to operate well, as much from the tendency 
to throw them up from the stomach, and from his avession to taking 
them, as from the torpid state of the bowels themselves. In the 
course of the three first days he took fifty grains of calomel, twenty 
of jalap, twelve of the powdered seeds of colchicum, eight of ihubSrb, 
and nearly two drops of Croton oil, a great part of which was rclain- 
ed| lihfiD^the bowels were freely moved, and that not without great 
itX^W^ pain, and vomiting. ^ * 

mout three webks the same plan of treatment was continued, 
SQuIfar as his great unwillii)|j|pi^8 to submit to remedies ^vould pot mil. 
lie Continued to take coiisiderable doses of calomel, followed by such 
other cathartics as^ could be 'taken or borne on the stomach, with the 
jQiention not only of purging, but of affecting the system with mer- 
cury. Salivation did not, however, take place. Duiing this peiiod 
tharo was no material akeraflon in the essential symptoms, although 
tK^ yaried much at different times. Upon the whole, however, a 
but conriderahle improvement had taken place by the middle 
ofhfay, Still he continued to have the paroxysms of pain, whiih 
were often followed and relieved by spontaneous vomiting, more par- 
ticularly in the morning. He suffered much also from the jiain whicli 
accompanied the opeiation of medicine, but was worse if the bowels 
became costive. He got some appetite, and although fiequeutly vo- 
miting his food undigested in the morning, he was still able to retain 
it at other times of the Jay, and gained some strengtli. The pulse 
continued as above described, though perhaps approaching moie lie 
quentiiy to the natural standard in respect to frequency liid regu 

This interval of apparent amendment was very shoit, aiulabot 
•(he 20th of May, the symptoms returned in tlieii oiiginal foice. 
Leeches and a blisjor were repeated, and he was then put upon a 
mercurial course wfth the advice of Dr. Jac kson, who at this time 
visited the patient in consultation. Twenty grains of calomel weie 
given daily, and the strong mercurial ointment rubbed ficcly upon 
the inside of the thighs. This course was continued for a fortnight, 
although the quantity administered did not every day amount to that 
above slated. His mouth did not become aftected, yet the s} stem 
seemed to be decidedly under the influence of tlie remedy; he gra- 
dually improved for the second time. Ilis pulse became more natu- 
ral, his boiVels more regulai , his tongue clean, his appetite better, and 
his stomach more capable of hearing food. Still many of the most 
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imporUnt symptoms of his complaint continuecl to manifest them- 
selves occasionally, and they were always called forth by the 'least 
irregularity or improper indulgence in eating. Even a regular and 
moderate morriing’s meal was often followed by a paroxysm of paint 
which was only relieved by vomiting. 

In the beginning of June, I was absent for a few weekSt and this 
patiiint was attended by my friend Dr. 6no« Hayward. Dnring'ttSs 
period he continued to amend still more rapMty than before^ 1l|ai|i0r- 
* curial course was suspended, and his apparent convalc 
hastened by the favourable operation of a few doses tff 
oil of Wrpentine on hiCbowels. ThFoa|fl^'lttt|ft 
part of August, he continued so lb Mjiipnd/^lhat 

almost certain that no organic diaea8ew!8%|Nraib<^xililll^* 
phate of quftiinc and some other 
vourablc eftect upon the state of his 8t&ma(dl|j^i^^||^ 
fited by riding and walking, but more partitiularl^ 
gained considerably in weight andf in streng^ and wasaP^^ 
some distance. His pulse became eniicely naturdt^ bcvi^clai 
open without medicine, and he was aUo to AilUf pHin 
food in moderate quantity. The lea^bffence, however, ^ 
to quantity or quality was followed by Tomilipg and' pain in ^ 
and as his appetite was very good, few days during the summer elapsed 
in which he had not a paroxysm of pain, often accompanied by 
vomiting. 


17 th. Having been for a few drfys not so well as usual, he 
eat a very small quantity of corned beef, wliich did* not reiidily di- 
gest, and produced head-ache; he continued to grow more unwell, 
and on t1i£ 20th, a cathartic was prescribed, which irritated an4|ff0- 
duced vomiting, without evacuating the bowels. His former symP* 
toms all returned, though with rather less v9o];|nce than before^ IHl 
little medicine was given on account of the irritl^ility Q!|^e stofuac]^^ , 
and tlie great aversion to taking it, and the bowels were never pjn- 
perly evacuated. Indeed those medicines whichtt|mrc taken and re- 
tained, produced no cHect whatever. On theimh he seemed less 
sensible to wliat was going on around him, though still capsble of 
taking some notice, and of answering questions rationally^ thhfC was 
also some insensibility of tlie pupil, but no blindness, and nothing 
like the fixed glare of hydrocephalus. The next momuiS 
sei/.erl with convulsions, and died in about eighteen hours. 

Being absent from town myself on the succeding day, the iU 
was examined, about ten hours after death, by in|^ fiiends, 

No. V. — Nov. 1828. [131 • 
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Hayward and M^K^an. I am indebted to the latter for the (allow- 
ing account of the dissection. ^ 

Appeatances on dissection^ by J. W. M^Kcan^ M. i3.— Exter- 
nal appearance. Face and limbs emaciated; abdomen tumid. * 
Head. The integuments adhered very firmly to the cranium at 
the posterior part, and were unusually vascular. On opening the cra- 
nium^ the dura mater appeared exceedingly tense. The veins oi^the 
pia mater, more particularly those entering the longitudinal sinus, 
were very large but not distended. The convolutions of the brain 
were ifomewhat depressed. There was slight serpus cfliision under 
the arachnoid and some portions of coagulabL lymph. On rejnoving 
thb upper portion of the left lobe by thin slices, an evident deep- 
eeated fluctuation was perceived, and on opening tlio lateral ventii- 
ole, five or six ounces of a straw-coloured fluid were c olleeted, part of 
which was from the ventricle of the opposite side, and also from the 
third ventricle, the opening into which was greatly dilated. The 
fornix, septum lucidum, and the thalami were unusually firm, and ol 
unvaual whiteness* Tlfe consistence of the other parts of flic cei e- 
brutn was natural; numerous red points presented wherever an inci- 
sion waa made. On dividing the tentorium slight adhesions were 
found between this and the cerebellum. On the left crus ccrebelli 
between the arachnoid and pia mater, a small globular tumour, was 
seen, one-third of an inch in diameter, of the consistence of the cor- 
tical substance, and of a granulated texture. On the inferior surface 
of the tentorium, near its attachment to the petrous portion of tin* 
temporal bone, on the left side, was a bilobated tumour, \cry firmly 
adherent, of firm consistence, of an oval form, about one inch in 
length* In the left lobe of the cerebellum there ucre twp, and in 
ttie right lobe three round tumours from oiie-half to tlircc-fourths of 
an inch in diameter. On dividing one of them it was found to con 
sistofafirm cyst, containing a substr nee of a greenish-yellow to- 
* lour, similar in its external characters to tlie matter fouml in encyst ■ 
ed tubercles of the lungs. These tumours were imbedded in the con- 
volutions of the cerebellum, and by care could be removed wilhoui 
destroying the texture of the parts. Those in the left lobe w cve les-* 
firmly attached to the pia mater than those in the riglit. 'I1ie sub- 
stance of the cerebellum appeared Jess firm than natural, but no ra 
UMllisement existed around the tumours. The pia mater of the me- 
dulla oblongata was considerably injected, ai*d a small ijuantily ol 
serous fluid was found at the base of the brain. The thorax and abdo- 
men were not examined.’’ 
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During the whole course of this disease the fTinctions of the brain 
lAiaffected in a remarkable degree- There was no failure of the 
powers of the intellect, memory, sensation, speech, or motion. There 
was hever any thing peculiar ia his gait; his manner of walking at 
different times was determined wholly by the amount of his muscular 
strength. He moved precisely as any other person w ould do who 
wair equally weak. His countenance was melancholy and his eyetti- 
tlier heavy. He was generally silent and depressed, and easily mov- 
ed to tears by very slight causes. So much improvement had taken 
place during the spinmer, that I was led to hope the complaint mig^t 
be pri«iarily an affoctiwn of the digestive organs, and that he would 
liiiully recover, although I had previously been firmly persuadM of the 
existence of some organic derangement in the brain. The event shows 
in how (quiescent a state, a very considerable amount of orgamo dSs- 
oaso may remain, so long as the digestive organs can be maintaiiied 
in a natural and healthy state. 

It is interesting to inquire what influence the fall whioh occurred 
in the early part of this case may have had in its development. Htttt 
the disease had been forming for some time before can hardly, be 
doubted, and yet the sliock occasioned to the whole brain, imy have 
had a decided influence in accelerating its progress. Some years since 
a case of hydrocephalus occurred in a lad of the same age, a cousin 
of the present subject, in whom the first symptoms of the complaint 
came on iinincHljately after a slip upon the ice, which did not cause 
him io full entirely down or to strike his head, but produced in the 
ett’ort to save himself a very severe jar, the .effects of which were felt 
at once, and were followed by death in less than three weeks. In the 
In ain in tliis case, nothing Avas found but a collection of water in the 
ventricles. 

In each of these cases the patients were confident that they did not 
strike their heads, but experitviced a violent shock at the moment of ^ 
the fall. 

Bobtotu September 9.9th ^ 1828 
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Art. .XI. Jin Account of a Case of Osteosarcoma of the Left Clem- 
clCf in which Exsection of that Bone was successfully performed. 
By Valentine Mon*, M. D. Professor of Surgei'y in Rutgers 
College, New York. 

On a former occasion, the author of the following paper laid do,wii 
the principles which ought to govern a surgeon in relation to opera- 
tions generally, and gave in illu«»triilion an account of a successful 
an^tatl^ at the hip-joint.* Since then, he has ^enjoyed the satis- 
faraoi|^0f seeing the same views beautifully ^?*ustratcd by Dr.^^llAR- 
Tcm’s excellent operation for the production of an artificial joint;i 
and has himself presented a further illustration in the successful 
ligature of, the common iliac artery.j: The instance no\« to be ad- 
duced, is of a character to supply all the confirmation desirable to the 
est^Hshment of any such principle, and wc think it may hencefor- 
ward be rq;arded as an axiom^ diat it is the duty of a surgeon to ope- 
rate^jin every case which itllows of a rational hope of success., either of 
impr^ng the patient’s condition, or of preserving his life. It is 
altROSt superfluous to add, that in arriving at this conclusion, we 
do not^believe it proper for every man who is nominally of the pio- 
fession to assume such high responsibilities^ but, that we regard tliosc 
as surgeons^ and those alone, who have, by conscientious devotion 
to the study of our science, and the daily habitual discharge of its 
multifarious duties, acquiredthat knowledge which renders <he miiul 
of the practitioner serene, his judgment sound, and hands skilful; 
while it holds out to the patient rational liopes of amended health 
and prolonged life. 

•William B. Yate^, of Charleston, S. C. aged nineteen year*?, ol 
a plethoric habit, consulted me on the 26th of May last, respecting 
a tumour situated on the left clavicle. . • 

* He stated that on or about the 1st of February, 1828, he dis(ovei- 
ed a small tumour, as large as a pigeon's egg, very hard and immo- 
veable in the left clavicle; no pain whatever attended it, and the skin 
was of its natural colour. He can assign no cause to which it conlil 
be attributed; he h'»d always enjoyed good health; he recollects, how- 
ever, having spraMied his arm a short time before lie first obst'rved 
the tumour, but does not ascribe it to that, as it might have existed 

# 

• See Pluladelphia Medical and PhysicalJournal, Vol. 14, p. 101. 

f Idem, p. 177. 

4 American Journal of ihf Medical Sciences Vol. 1, p. 150 
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previqjiis to the accident, and unknown to him-* He applied imme- 
dj^ely*to a physician, who pronounced it an encysted tumour*, and 
applied warm salt-water; which, not producing any good eflfcct, blis- 
ters, “poultices, a seton, and cscharotics, were resorted to, but with- 
out retarding m tlie least its growth. These remedies debilitated him 
so mucli, as to prevent him from taking ordinary cxeri . e. But dur- 
ing.his passage to New York he regained his, in some degree, former 
energy, and has since enjoyed pretty good health. 

Oti examination, a conical tumour, about lour inches in diameter 
at ils base, and of^an incompressible hardness, was found on the an- 
terior ^lortion of the c^Wwicle, to which it was firmly attached; the 
aj)ex of the tumour was covered with luxuriant fungous granulations, 
the c*)iise(niencc c)f the above applications, from which profuse bleed- 
ings from time to lime took place. 

The rapid increase of the disease led him to request that some ope- 
ration shoubl be performed, preferring to submit to a new and uncer- 
tain operation, rather than perish with the terrible disease that now 
threakmed liis existence. All the circumstances were candidly stated 
lo liini, both by Dr. Barrow, who was associated with me in the case, 
and myself — ^tliat the operation was without a precedent— *that it was 
impossible for mo to say tlie disease could be eradicated— if it could, 
it would be exceedingly difficult and dangerous — ^that the operation 
would be very complicated, as the parts connected with it were of 
the greatest importance to life, and involved the most important 
structure. Nevertheless he was perfectly resigned, and resolved to 
submit to a doubtful remedy. With a composure and fortitude which 
has rarely been equalled within my observation, he said he had re- 
solved to,lcike the chance of the operation, and disregjirded the pain 
and sulleriiig to which he must be subjected. 

On the irth of June, between eleven and twelve o’clock, A. M. 
he \Nas placed upon a table, \wth his shoulders a little elevated, in- , 
< lining lo the left side. Assisted by Dr. Barrow, Dr. Phoudfoot, 
and Dr- A. E. nos\rK, in the presence of Drs. Hull, Stoker, 
liF.vERioGK, Pr\tt, aiid a number of my pupils, the following ope- 
ration was performed: — 

An incision was commenced over the articulation of the clavicle, 
with the sternum, and carried iq a semicircular direction, as close to 
(he fungus projections as the sound integuments would admit of, un- 
til it terminated on the top of the shoulder, near the junction of the 
clavicle, with the acromion process of the scapula. This incision ex- 
posed the fibres of the pectoralis major, which was divided as near 
tho tumour as possible; in accomplishing this,»as well as the first in 
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vision, arteries sprun;; in every direction, and required ligatures. A 
number of large branches of veins, under this muscle, emitted blopd 
freely, and required to be tied. 

In conducting the incision through the pectoral muscle, towards 
the scapular extremity of the clavicle, care was taken to avoid the 
cephalic vein, as it passes between this and the deltoid muscle. A 
small portion of the latter muscle was detached from the clavicle, 
which readily allowed tlie vein to be drawn outward towards the 
shoulder. 

On attempting to pass the forefinger under the vein and deltoid to 
the lower edge of the clavicle, it was found iu‘ practicable, as tlv^ hard 
osseous part of the tumour extended beyond this point, and was com- 
pletely in contact with the coracoid process of the scapula. 

Finding it impossible, from the size of the tumour ami it . proximity 
to the coracoid process, to get under the clavicle in this direction, 
an incision was made from the outer edge of the external jugular 
vein, over the tumour, to the top of the shoulder. xVfter dividing the 
skin, platysma myoidesV and a portion of the trapezius muscle, a 
sound part of the clavicle was laid bare at a point ncuier the acro- 
mion than a line with the coracoid jjrocessj a steel director, very 
much curved, was now cautiously passed under the bone from al)o\e5 
which, from the firm bony state of tlie tumour at this part, had a con- 
siderable obliquity outwards. Great care was taken to keep the in- 
strument in close contact with the under surface of the bone. The 
ficpth of the bone from the surface, rendered it boinewhat diflicult 
to accomplish this safely: an cyed-probe, biniilarly curved, conveyeil 
along the groove of the director a chain saw, which, when moved a 
little, showed that iiotliing intervened between it and the boiiej the 
rWivicle was then readily sawed through. 

'rhe dissection was now continued along tlie under surface of the 
tumour, below the pectoralis majors he^’e a mimber of very large ar- 
teries and veins required tying. The first rib being next exposed 
under the sternal extremity of the clavicle, the cobto-clavicular or 
rhomboid ligament was divided, and the joint opened from tlie lower 
part. This gave considerable mobility to tlie diseased mass, and en- 
couraged us to bfiicve that its complete removal would be piacii- 
cable. 

By means of a double hook and elevator, with the assistance of our 
strong and very broad spatulas, properly c ’rved, we were enabled to 
elevate a little the sawed end of the clavicle- After loosening the 
parts about it, by keeping close to the tumour, we wished to discovei 
the subclavius muscle, ?s it is inserted in the bone about this silua- 
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lion; but it could not be seen, as it was iiicorp^irated with the dis- 
ei^d mass. Had this muscle been found, tlie separation of the tu- 
itiour wQuld have been much less difficult and tedious, as, by keeping 
** above it, the subclavian vein is of course protected. The origin of 
tills muscle, f>oni the caililage of the first rib, was seen and divided, 
but it .was almost immediately obliterated in the tumoir 
Continuing the removal of tlie tumour at the upper and outer part, 
the omo-hyoideus was found lying under it, which we exposed from 
, where it passes under the mastoid muscle, b. near its origin from the 
superior costa of the scapula. In separating the tumour from the cel- 
lular jjnd fatty structu'rs^bctween tlie omo-hyoid muscle and the sub- 
clavian vessels, a number of large arteries were divided, which bled 
fteely, and particularly a large branch from the inferior thyroidal. 

The antui’ior jiart of the upper incision was now made from the 
sternal end of the cla^iclc, and caiTied over tlie tumour, until it met 
file other at Ihe external jugular vein. After cutting tlirough the 
plaiysma myoides, this vein was carefully separated from the sur- 
rounding parts, and two fine ligatures passed beneatli it, and tied a 
short distance from each other; die vein was then cut between the 
ligatures. 

The clavicular part of the sterno-cleido-mastoideus was next di- 
vided, about three inches above the clavicle in the direction of this 
incision. The deep-seated fascia of the neck being now exposed, the 
mastoid musch', and the diseased mass, were very cautiously sepa 
rated from it, until the anterior scalenus was exposed. 

The subclavian vein, from the edge of the scalenus anticus to ihe 
coracoid process, was so firmly adherent to the tumour, as to Icail 
me at one moment to believe that the coats of the vein were so inti 
mately involved in the diseased structure, as to render the complete 
removal of the morbid part utterly impracticable. By the most cau- 
tious ])rocceding, liowcve?', alternately with the handle and blade ol 
the knile, we finally succeeded in detaching the tumour, without the* 
least injury to the vein. This pai t of the operation was attended with 
peculiai’ danger and difficulty. At every cut either an artery or vein 
would spring, and deluge the parts until secured by ligatures. Be 
^ides several large veins, the external jugular was so situated in the 
midst of the bony mass, as to require two more ligatures in this 
place, near to tlie subclavian, Jind it was again divided in tlie inter- 
space. Ne ar the sternal end of the clavicle, a large artery and vein 
required tying; they were considered as branches of the inferior thy 
coidal artery and vein. 

J'rom having cut through the clavicular portion of the niasloideus 
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muscle, obliquely upwards and outwards a little above the tgmour, 
we were enabled, by turning this down, and keeping close toUhe fas- 
cia profunda, to detach the tumour from over the situation of the tho- 
racic duct and junction of the internal jugular and left subcldvian, 
without the least injury to these important parts. 

To reach the lower part of the tumour as it extended upon the /bo- 
rax, it was necessary to separate the pcctoralis major in a line with 
the fourth rib, and to make a transverse incision two inches in length 
through the integuments and muscles at about its centre. The inci- 
sion upon the neck extended from the sterno-clavjcular junction in a 
semicircular direction, to within an indi of thyroid cartiliif;e and 
base of the lower jaw, and two inches from the lobe of the ear, ami 
terminated near the junction of the clavicle and scapula. 

The fungous and bleeding character of the apex of the4uiuour iiu 
plied that it was freely supplied with vessels. INie discharge of blood 
was so free at every step of the operation, that about foity ligatures 
were applied. It was estimated that the patient lost from sixteen to 
twenty ounces of blood.* 

All the parts now presenting a healthy appearance, the ligatures 
were cut close to the knots, and the cavity of the wound filled with 
lint. Long strips of adhesive piaster were applied to pie vent the 
edges of this extensive wound from further retracting; a light com- 
press, a single-headed roller loosely applied around the chest and 
slioulders, completed the dressing. 

He was placed in bed upon his back, inclining a little to the riglit 
side, with the head considerably elevated, whilst the left shoulder and 
arm were supported by a pillow. 

1 requested two of my promising pupils, Messrs. Thomas (j. Swain 
of New York, and John W. Schmidt of Charleston, S. C. to roinaiii 
with him during the day and following ixight; and such was the into 
rest which his case excited in their minds, that they nMiiaiiu'd in tin* 
*room with him night and dapy for the first week. To their iinwTai’ied 
attentions I am indebted for the "following report of his symptoms. 

June \7th^ 1828, 7 o’clock, P. M. Feels comfortable, c^xcejit being 
nauseated by Die wine and water given him during the opeiation, 
which he says generally produces this eftect upon him. Some reac- 
tion is indicated. Between 7 and 8^, P. M. took two cups of gruel, 
and has since vomited a little. 9 P. M. Pulse 110; skin moist and 
cool. He feels tolerably comfortable, and is much gratified that the 
operation has been performed. Took a little mint tea, w^hich was 
grateful to him. 12 P. M. Has had a short repose; drank soni»* mint 
tea, and feels quite coipfortablc; pulse 128; thirst ( oiisiderablc. 
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Jin^e 18///, 3 A. M. Has had a comfortable* sleep, during 'which 
lliere was considerable haemorrhage from the wmuiid; pulse 120j hard 
^ and iulL 8 A. M. Took a cup of tea, ate a piece of toast, with a few 
' strawberries; feels better than previous to the operation; pulse 124- 
12 ]\ M. Has slept during two hours, and is now in a comforta- 
ble slw'p; pulse 130; skin moist and warm. 

June 19///, 4 A. M. Feels much refreshed; administeied the fol 
lowing: — R. Sulph. magnes. ^ss.— calc, magnes. 5j« M. dissolved in 
a small cpuintity of water. 10 A. M. An(»iher cathartic directed, 
which produced an evacuation at 2 P. M. and aftbrded much relief. 
9 P. ^I. Has taken t' .^3^ and tea, and has a good appetite; pulse 
121, and much softer; copious discharge from the bowels; febrile 
s\ mptoins less. 

JtoiF 20/i, 3 A. M. Skin moist and cool; appetite good; pulse 120. 
9 P. M. Pulse 106; bowels free; feels comfortable. 

June 21i»/, 2 A. M. 'Fhirst much abated; skin moist and cool; has 
slejit well. 9 A. M. The bandage and part of lint removed, it being 
a little fa'tid; inflammation moderate, and aifcompaiiied with a alight 
'suppuration; bowels being somewliat torpid, the following medicine 
Wiis pre->riib(*d: — R. Pulv. rhei — mag. calc, Sa — sacch. alb. ^j. 

— a<pia iiieiitli. pip. ^iij. — took two table-spoonsful every hour, which 
Opel a ted at half-past one cojiiousl^. 

June 9 A. M. lias had aiiiall e^acllationa from the bowels; 
slept well amPcomforlably; jmlsc* 108; the dressings were rcmo\cd, 

- eveept a small pledget of lint at the bottom of the wound, over 
Avhich an einoUient poultice was a])plied. 

June 23//, 9 A. M. Has slept comfortably; puisne 109, soft ami full ; 
skin natural. (Inlered tlie following cathartic: — R. Sulph. magnes. 
:js^. — magnes. calc. ^j. — which was repeated in the afternoon. • 

9 1*. M. Medicine has operated copiously; pulso 99, softer and 
more natural; skin jileasant; tongue clean; renewed the poultice. 

June 24///, 9. A. M. Symptoms the same; bowels have been open- 
<*d; removed some of the remaining lint; ap])lied afresh poultice; re- 
le.oved him to another bed for the pur|)ose of airing his; no inconve- 
nience from the removal; takes toast and tea, gruel, &c. through the 
i ourse of the day. 

Jioie 25///, 9 A. M. Pulse 98; tongue clean; bowels torpid. Or- 
dered a Seifllit/. powder every hour till it opeiatcd; he took seven. 

June 26/A. 9 A. M. Pulse 95; slept well during the night; patient 
e\piessed a de-»ire to eat; gave him some chicken broth- which was 
\ery palatable. 

No. V.— flov. 1828. ri4 1 
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June 9,7 th^ 9 A. M. Tulsc 84; at 10 o’clock administered ap ene- 
ma which ])ro(liice*l coj)ioiis evacuations. 

Jane 28///, 0 A. M. Took some strawberries, toast and tcu; lakes 
gviij. of the Infusion of cinchona tlirou«;li the day. 

June 9.9fli^ 9 A. M. Pulse soft and full; bowels torpid. 9 F. M. 
An (*neina administered which produced copious evacuations. • . 

June SO/A, 9 A. M. Pulse 95, full and hard; the wound is drejss- 
cd every morning; it is now nearly half tilled with healthy granula- 
tions. The skin mucli contracted; ^oiiie ligatures have been removed, 
others quite loose, lie requires an enema CAery other evening to 
keep his bowels open. ^ ^ » 

July Xsf, Pulse 100; injection produced copious evacuations of a 
natural appeaiance. 

July 9(L Perinitte«l liim to eat meat; pul^o natural; wound conti- 
nues to fill up ra])idly with healthy granulations; continues 0) take 
the cinchona ^viij. per diem. 

July ^(L Feels in every respect mucli better; pulse natural; skin 
moist; experienced a slight indisposition from a cold produced by a 
sudden change in the weather. Directed him a dose of the eccoprotic 
mixture. 

July 4/A. ^^^)und lias a health} appearance, cicatri/.a1ion has com- 
menced; seven ligatures were remoAed; dresscul it Avith lint oAer A\liich 
a compress aaus applied. 

July 5th, Sets up in bed A^ith ease; tAvo ligatures removed. 

Jvty Glh. An apparatus applied yesterday to support the arm. Xo 
unfavourable symptoms have a])peared. 

July 7th, A number of lig.atures were removed to-dav. 

Ju/y 8/A. Dowels require no more injections at pie-.ent. . A\'nund 
nearly filled, and is very florid and healthy in its appearance. 

July 9/A. 'The cut end of the remaining piu tion of the clavicle i-v 
^perfectly sound ami healthy. 

July 1(3/A. (hmtiiiues to improve in strength; bowels still regular: 
skin pleasant; tongue clean; jmise nfitural. 

July llth. The slight catarrh complained of a few davs since, luu 
entirely left him. 

July loth. The cn of clavicle entirely covered with healthy gra- 
nulations. 

July 14/A. The ligatures remaining are very few^; wound contract- 
eil astonishingly; nearlv lilleil with very lloriu and healthy granula- 
tions. Walked down flairs to dinner yesterday anti to-day witluiut 
the slightest inconvenience. 
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15/A, The patient "oes about the hoift^e >\ith his arm in a 
s|jn<; jmd tho a[)paratus to support tlie shoulder. 

Juhj X^th, No more li^atuios remaining; the « ran illations ri&ini^ 
above one paKt of tlie intes^ume ts, require pressure. Continues the 
infusion of bat k. 

He.conlinued toiinpro\e in i»eneral liealth, and the ^ 'und ^radu- 
filled up, until tlie middle ol August, A\hen he left die city on 
an eveinsinii of pleasure to the springs at Sarato»i;a. lie returned in 
September in better health than he had e\er iijojcd. 

Tin* tuinoiir is about the si/,e of a man’s doubled lists, or of a cir- 
cum( 4 ‘reiu e just to alb'\\^ie to oiasp it ith my fingers fully extended. 
It coiisi-»ts of a boii\ ciij), im ompressibly hard at all parts, except 
supeiioil> and jnl‘eii(nl\ to a small extent. From an opening of an 
elliptical ^lapc* at tin* iipjier paii, piotiuded ii hi ceding fungus of the 
si/.e and sliape of half a lien’"^ egg. At the under surface, as it lay 
upon tin* great sulnlavian \essc‘ls, the Ixniy character is less mani- 
fest; the stiucturi‘ aljont the ccnilre jiaiiicularly appearing to be car- 
tilaginous or senii-osscou^ This bony enlaf^gement occupies the cla- 
vicle* fioin the sternal aiticnlation to within half an inch perhaps ot 
the acromial (*\ti (‘iiiity. Fiom the motion wliich can be given to 
each end of tin* cbiAi* le, the iiatuial stiucture of the bone seems to 
be (‘iitii’ely des(ro\<*d. 

This opei.ition lai ^uijiassrd in tc'diousness, diirKii1t\, and dan- 
ger, any thing anIikIi 1 lia\e e^er witnessed or peifoimed. It is im- 
pos'-ilib* for all} desc i i|)lio!i which we are ca[)ahle of giving, to con- 
vey an ac c iii.ilc* id<*a ol its loimidable natnie. Tlie altadimenl ol tin* 
inoibid ma->s to the Inqioilant stiucture of the in'i k and shoulder ol 
Ih hf! sjticn and in so great an extent, is sunicieiiL to indicate its 
magnitude and iliUlcultv. • 

'Fin* extensive naline of this ojieralioii, led iH to take tlie jirecau 
non ol seinimg the e\tc*rnal .jugubir willi a double* ligature and di 
viding it l)i‘t\\c*en lln’in. 'riumgh in operating upon the iievk wehave* 
sevei il times ( ut Ihese veins without any unpleasant consequences, 
we howevc*!* think we have witnesM'd almost fatal elfects Irom tin* 
ilivision of a large v<*in, and the admission of air into the circulation. 

'Flu* ca-^.e of llaron I)rre\ mix’s, in which a voung woman sml- 
denlv dic'd iindc»r an opeiation, liom the division ol a large vein in 
tin* nc*ik, whiUt he was engaged in removing a tumour, eoniribiited 
with iny ov.n c‘\poi ii'iice, to make me take the precaution ol picvi- 
oiislv tying tin' vc'in in this o|)eratlon. 

Ill an attempt wliich I made to remove the parotid gland in an en- 
larged and scirrhus state, the* facial vein, where it fiasses over the 
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base of the lower jaw, was opened in dissecting the mtegunicnts Ironi 
the tumour, in the early stage of the operation, before a single ar- 
tery was lied. At the instant this vessel was opened, the attention of 
all present was arrested by the gurgling noise of air passing into 
some small opening. The breathing of the patient immediately be- 
came difficult and laborious, the heart beat violently and irregularly, 
his features were distorted, and convulsions of the whole body, sgoii 
followed to so great an extent as to make it impossible to keep him 
on the table. He lay upon the floor in this condition for near half an 
hour, as all supposed in ariimlo inorfk. As the convulsions gra- 
dually left him, his moutli was permancjj+1^ distorted, and com- 
plete hemiplegia was found to have ensued. An hour and more 
elapsed before he could articulate, and it was nearly a whole day be- 
fore he recovered tlic use of his arm and leg. From a belief that Iho'^e 
eflects arose from the admission of air into the blood-vessels, which 
was not doubted by any person present, I insfauUy called fo mind 
a set of experiments, which I made some twenty years since U])oii 
dogs, by blowing air inW the circulation, inserting a blow-pipe into 
a large superficial vein upon the thigh, and was forcibly struck with 
the similarity of result. 

To the extraordinary composure of mind wliieh our jiatieni mani- 
fested, is to be attributed in a great measiin* his undisturbed and 
speedy recovery. No adverse symptcmis of a general or local iiatine 
took place to interrupt the pi ocess of granulation in the w ound. 'Fln^ 
immense chasm whicli was left, and such important paits as have 
been described, only covered with lint, necessarily occasioned me 
great solicitude, until 1 saw suppuration fully established, and the 
great vessels covered by granulations. 

^No difficulty atleiuled keeping his shouldei* in a proper position by 
the use of the common apparatus for fractured elavii li'. With tliis 
he walked about without any incouveii'ence, after four weeks elaps- 
'ed, and two months from (lie time of tlie operation, he w'as a])le li» 
discontinue the sling, ami by means of an apparatus coni lived by 
Mr. James Kent, a most ingenious and inventive artist, to supply 
the want of clavicle, he was so fitted as to liave his slmnlder in it-, 
proper position, at tl same time that the full motion ol Ids arm wa'^ 
preserved. 

New Yorkj SvpL ^ZAih, I82S, 25 Park Place 
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Art. ml Case of Compound Dislocation of the Anclc-jointj VHtk a 
Didodgment of the Astragalus, By ,S. Pomkkoy Whiie, M. D. 
of Hudson, N. y. 

On the 18lh of February ult. I was reciuesied to visit '^ ivid Ros- 
setiM', a^ecl twenty, wlio had a compound dislocation of tlie left 
ancle-joint. The accident occurred in conseciuence of the fall of a 
bale of hay upon the outside of the le*^. The weight of (he bale was 
estimated at live hundred pounds. Upon arriving at Stuyvesant, the 
palieiy’s residence* I proceeded to the examination of the limb, and 
found a laceration of the iiiTegunients of about three inches in extent 
across thi' inner ancle. The tibia was projecting inwards, the fibula 
had followed h, aTid the astragalus was thrown inwards and down- 
wanls, with its navicuhirean surface presenting at the orifice of the 
wound. Tlie posterior tibial axtery, and of course the deltoid liga- 
ment, were lacerated. Six hours liad elapsed since the occurrence 
of the accident. • 

I first ina<le simph* extension and counter-extension. That made 
no alteralimi in tlie jmsition of the bones, but brought on free hiemor- 
rhage from the posterior tibial. JVessurc was then made upon the 
astragalus during the extension and counter-extension with the limb 
flexed, 'riiat liatl Jio elli'ct ^>hatc\er, and I began to think of ex 
tracting tlie U'flragalus. Before resorting to that unj)l(‘asant expe- 
dient, howevm-, 1 concluded to make another effort to sa\e tlie whole. 
Powerful extension and counter-extension were then directed with tin- 
limb flexed; at the same tinn*, by placing my left hand on the outside 
of the foot, w'hile standing on the inside, and by forcing the tibia out 
wiUi my light hand, the whole joint became reduced. About an inch 
tif the jiosterior tibial was isolateil, and hung out of the wound, which 
was divuled ami secured. 'I'lny e was no fracture of the fibula in con- 
secpience of its lieing forceil inwards witli tlie tibia and astragalus 
The wound was dressed with adhesive plaster, and with lint moist- 
ened in blood. Hie limb w^as laid upon its outside in a flexcul posi- 
tion, and rather elevated. Splints and bandages w^cre not used. The 
subsequent symptoms and treatment have betui politely furnished by 
Dr. E. W. Si EVENs, the attending physician. 

Februarxf 19///. Rested toiihably well; little or no tumefaction: 
slight symptomatic fever; diet light. 

February vJt)///. Ancle swollen and painful; fever; pulse 90; use 
a wash composed of acetate of lead and muriate of ammonia. 



110 White’s Case of Compound DUIocalion. 

Ffhruary ^Is/. ‘‘ Uesird none List ni^ld^ limb pietly extensively 
swollen ami p.Miilul; pulse 100, and full; longue has a wUdi'Ah coat; 
venes. ^\; huffy coat; sulplias inagiies. given; wash changed to ace- 
tate of lead <lissolvcd in spts. and walei, applied c'vejyhoui. 0, 
\\ M. K\i if ement high; V (‘lies. ^\ii. 

February 22(L “Visited in connexion with l)i. S. P. Wnui; 
limb continues to swell, and some di&chaigc of sjnovia; pulse J20, 
and small, manifesting symptoms of high irritation; lested Aei> lit- 
tle; calhaitic opeiafes powcifiilly; gave a Dovei’s powder which 
checked it; continue tlie v\ash as usual: at night anothei powdei, and 
one grain of opium. f ^ 

Fehruaiy A. M. “Slept soundly last nighi; pulse falh*!! 
to 84; limb less painful; commence giving stiong beei fieel\; spi 
mind., tinct. opii gulf. \v. evmv foui hoiiis. P. M. 'Pingin' clean 
in itsccntie; thiist abated; pulse 100. but softei ; paiicif> ol uiiiie 
to-day, wilh some pain in passing it; no appetite; at night a lull dose 
of tine t. opii. 

February 24th, “Rested none last niglit; imagining the pain, 
(which is now violent,) might aiise liom pus ])ent up in, oi ibont the 
wound, I tlionglit best to lemove the lint, but no ac( iimiilation could 
be found. On leinoving the diessmgs these appcMiaiiccs weie ex- 
hibited — the wound completely filled with coagulable Ivmjih and mw 
granulations; jnilse vaiving fioiii 84 to lOG; Domu's powdii: acidati* 
of ammonia; tinct. C)|)ii.; beer, &c. continued. 

Februaiy 25th, “Examined the case witli T)i. S. P. lute; wound 
look'! well; dischaiges ficely good piis; pulse 100, soil; omit jll 
washe^., as theie sc'ein'n to be no more inllainmation than is ncues^.iiv 
to lenovale the pait; gave ^ss. ol. iic. as tlnue has bi*on no tw. uu.it ion 
4ni( the 22(1, <in(l flaxseed tea iiitei millv. with w.iini lonuMil.itioiis 
exteinall\, to lelieve stianguiv; stioiig Ix'or and waOi as iisu.il. 

J)bi f/aiy 2G/fi. ‘S^its up m an e.is’ diaii half an hoin luail.n, 
M)ie disc haiges lieel>; but little paiiilul; sliglill^ tunic lied; ])ul .e 100, 
tongue clean; allow a inoie geueious diet; dioss the wound with (li\ 
lint. 

Fibriany 27/h, “Has had violent and deoji-si'ated ji.iins in tin 
limb foi tlie last ’wdvc liouis, which appeals to be in the ligaiiu^iii^, 
as the external a])peaicance does not indicate an inci ease o( iiillamma 
lion. Waiiii poulticing procuied (Msc\ 

Fibruanj IHlh ami 2\)th, “Pulse 100; an n|)iate at night piociiie«v 
lost; very little ])ain; appetite iin|uoves: eats aii> food; omit tiu 
beei, and substitule a me, ol winch a glass is taken cviiv (wo lioin 
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Mai^'h 1.9/. Sore ilischargos lVeol \ ; no pain ol’ coii'^oijuence; sil^ 
iij) an hour or two in tho day; «;a\c ol ricini. 

. Mtircle^th. ‘“'rakos bark, wino, &c. ; appU rod. prooip. mere, to 
llio VoVo occasionally: sits up a i»,iOat part of li\o day. 

March 10///. (iainiii^ ra|)idly; able to i^ot from the bed to the 
cli.iir atone; lioi^ins to mo\e the joint. 

Mttrck I.)///. Two-thirds of sore healed; walks wi<h or -tches. 

March M)th. ‘^Gone home to Richmond, (Mass.) sore mostly 
heal oil \\h<*n winit aA\a% : likely to re«;ain the p rfecl use of I ho ancle- 
joint; ii i-, now, arij probably will continue t(» be for some time eu- 
lat 

AbonI a monlli after In' 1 ef<^)r. 'Stevens, J heard from liini, and 
he w.is lh(‘M ree(»\eim’; rapidly. 

Hiahniu .31.9/, IS^ZS. 


\ nr. ^ I f I. VatiC of JUoody InfUlntiiom hdo the Labia PadendL By 
.hni (ii .1 n, M. I), of Tuscaloosa. Alabama. [(hunnuiJiicated in 
a leU(‘r to Dr. Dm ij,s. J 

[ \S <alhMkin liasie. on the It)lli of June, io mn* a robust, athletic 
iie‘;io woman, who, beiiii* Ill'll deli\ere«l of her fifteenth child, in- 
foi med me that she ^ot out of bed for the purpose of urinatin”', and 
theie siiddi'id^ appeared, as she described it, a laijL!/* kind in tin' 
i;ioin. On e\amin.Uion, I di->co\ere»l a tumour of the left labia, as 
as a comunm c hildV head, which produced intolerable distress.^ 

1 iminedia1(‘l\ made a loiii^itudinal incision, tlie whole length of the 
tiimo'ii. with the shoulder of my lancet, ainl without hesitation ev- 
traeted the entire contents, wliich was at least sixteen or twenty 
f)Lin< (‘s ol* co;i:;ulated blood, which, in a great measure, alle\iated tlie 
i*\treme ani:;nish of the patient; ha\ing a poultice of charcoal ajiplied, 

J left her. On my return the next morning 1 found her in great agony: 
on e\amination there appeared another tumour about the size ol the 
foinu'r, thou‘;h separate and distinct, ami immediately below', ex- 
ti nding down the adductor magrius feiuoralis muscle, 1 made an in- 
cision with •iiy lancet similar to the one previously described, and b> 
minute examination was not a little surprised to find tw'o distinct ca- 
xiiies, tlie partition between was at least one inch and a half thick, 
ami of firm muscular texture. 
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I oxtraclfil withuUt hesitation the whole of the coa^ula froi^ each 
tumour wilhonf the loss of one ounce of healtliy blood, ^vliklvput an 
end to the sulferiiig of the patient. Hence 1 am of the opinion, that 
it is the proper manner of treating tliose suddenly formed tumours, to 
lay them o|)Cii immediately and extract the entire contents at oiite. 
As there was not the least haemorrhage in the present case, 1 am 
induced to believe that there is no danger from excessh e haci^ior- 
rhage, by a too sudden interference in taking away the collected 
coagula. 

By the constant application of the charcoal poultice, and keeping 
down inflammation by occasional bleeding and the saline purgi{^i\es, 
the wound healed very kindly, afid in twelve days the parts wei*e en- 
tirely restored without any sloughing or distress from inflammation; 
whereas if the coagulated blood were sulfered to remain, and e\ti act- 
ed in small quantities at each dressing, as recommended heretofoie 
by writers on the subject, the consequence would have been exten- 
sive inflammation, gangrene, and mortitication, particulaily with 
cases that occur in the •warm season. Perhaps it nia> not be consi 
dcred wholly irrelative to mention in the present case that about the 
time of the formation of the tumours there appeared a \aiicose staff' 
of the veins extending down tlie inside of the leg from llu' pubi*s to 
Ihc ancle, being the side the tumours formed on the labia j)uden(li, 
xvhich explains the cause of those suddenly foimcd tumours ol the la 
bia of females, about or just after delivery. 

Tuscaioosaj Alabama^ July 15/A, 1828. 
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MEJ)rCAL EDUCATION AND INS riTUtlONS. 

A HI. XIV. Sketch of the History of the J\Iassachu9^ts Medical So- 
e^efy^ with an uecount of their Medical Piiblicationa. By E. Uale, 
M. D. Member of the Society. 

A HE difleicMit medical societies in our country eicert a very impor- 
tdiit 4;if1uenrc upon the ^condition of the medical ^professioa^ and 
thiou^h them upon the popuTallou^ the whole CiOt^iMilE'y* Although 
possessinii; lew ol the insignid, or even of the direct^ attributes ''of 
povvei, thejfchd\e had a most considerable, not to say tllfelchief agency 
in all the impi ovemeiits in the chaiacter and concfitioi]^ of the»«|»iFoles- 
Sion will* h it has undeigone m tlie last twenty dr thirty years* 'Hie 
nuMlical institutions aie indeed widely various, botli in their efaptve- 
tei, and In the extent of their powers, in the^several states. In some 
they appc«u to attempt little more than to superintend the police of 
the piofessioii, i emulating the admission of cajudidates for it, aAd 
watclimg tlic conduct of its members. In otherfj they are chiefly, ii 
not puiely scientific bodies, devising means for the advancement oi 
piolessioiidl teaming. And in others still, these two objects aie 
combined witlF a greatci oi less preponderance of each in^he sevcial 
c ascs. Then poweis arc as various as the objects upon which tliey 
die exeicised, from the naked light to act as a corpoiate body, to the 
flow'd of excluding from piactice all who Have not passed tluough a 
legulai couisc of study, and undergone a thorough examination. 

it would lead to a curious and interesting, and by no means aji 
Hii|uofitable iii()iiiiy, il we could trace out the history of these seveial 
^oi letics ill coniiec tion with tly; state and pi osperity of the profession 
within then lespectivc spheics ol influence. We might then hope to * 
isceitam in some good degiec the natuic of those institutions which 
die the lx st adapted to promote tlie advancement of science, among 
a people with liabits and foims of government so diflerciit from those 
of the nations ol the old woild. But we have not now the means ol 
pm suing this inquiry in icspect to our medical societies gcneiall}. 
lud shall only attempt it in lefercnce to one o(,thein, the Massachu 
sells Medical Society. This is, we beliar^e. OUC of the oldest mcdi 
* al Societies in the country; and if it has uot dotte so much as might 
have been expected ol it, to obtain foi itself a leputation among the 
h iUiumI societies ol the age, it has not failed ol accomplishing the les-* 
No V — jNo\ * 
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brillianty but not useful ami impoiiant object of contiibutin^ to 
the improvement of the profession within its own immediate Bplieie 
of action. 

The Massachusetts Medical Society was first incorporated in 1781; 
and its powers were somewhat enlarged and more aacurateiy defined 
by an additional act passed in 1789. By these acts the number 
of its jyigiembers or fellows was limited to seventy; and its powers, be^ 
sides the general power to hold property and act as a coi-porate body, 
extex^ed only to the right to examine and license such candidates for 
the9|Nr^bj|i4on as should voluntarily offer themselves for examination, 
and^t<%l^tiatii|g^a course study for camlulates for the profe/iioii. 

licenseof ite^iillafciefy conferfS!^ pnvilege, and its recommenda- 
tion of books imposed no obligation on students to read them, except 
omouch as miji^t offer themselves to the society for examination. 

In 1803 the whole plan of the society was changed by another ad- 
dit^]aa|^act of incorporatioiv The limitation of its number was ic- 
mnved, with the design of having the society extended, so as to in- 
clilde every PSSpedaUe "'practitioner of medicine or surgeiy m the 
slpte; and measures were immediately taken to elect into it all wlmse 
character upon this jpinciple, entitled them to admission. All wh<» 
should afterwards be licensed by the erasers of the society, or who 
should take a medical degree at Harvard University, were entitled, 
after three ^ears approved practice, to be admitted fellows as a mat- 
ter of right. The society therefore soon became what it continues to 
be, an association of all the medical practitioners in the state, who 
have sufficient character ffiemselves to be able, or disposed to pro- 
mote the good character of the profession. This act gave authoiil^ 
to establish district societies, with separate boaids of censors 
should become expedient. It also more distinctly defined the powei s 
granted by the previous acts, anA more cleaily pointed out the dutu“> 
which devolved on tlie society, and a+ the same time it confeiied 
some new powers and privileges. Tliese it is not nccessai y to desc 1 1 be 
particularly here, as they will sufficiently appear as we pioceed. Urn 
provision, however, it maybe proper to notice. By this act. tin 
election and admission of fellows and honorary members, the elec lion 
of oflftcers, and the whole management of the funds are vested, not 
in the society itself, but in a board of counsellors ctiosen every yeai 
at the annual meetingfjrf th^ society.' So that in fact, the couiiselloi s 
are a sort of legislature for' the society for the management of its 
prudential concerns, to uffuch is translerrcd, in leferenrc to these 
concenull^ nearly all its powers. This boat cl is rcquiied by chaitei 
to meet at least three times a year. 
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Wic may also mention in this place, the privilege granted by this 
act to*the fellows of the society, of eicemption from enrolment in the , 
iriilitia.* By the militia laws of the state, all physicians are^empted 
from tlie act^Jal performance of military duty, on the condition of ex- 
hibiting their equipments once a year, and annually paying the sum 
of two dollars. Put the fellows of the. society arft tempted dVen 
iVom enrolment in the militia, and the exemption being by <|ia%r, 
it has becr)me vested in them as a right which cannot be takeii away 
by any subse(|UPiit enactment, without tiie consei|t of the so^h^y. 

In respect to ^ome of its operations^ the soefi^y ma^^^Sfl^'to 
havw» commenced from^the d atife>^pf so 

greatly was it changed in its dlflRzatioil 

y\s a scientific institution, howei^r,iit is more*diki^ tii^in%'years 
older. li^e were to estimate the scientific 'chlttr!Sct)|p)f^thwso^ 
by the extent of its publications, we should indiB^ as|^ 4t a 
very high rank among learned bodies. ^ hai^'^during Ble w6^.^^y 
or fifty ycai's of its existence, published oWr ydl^inei^^^d^^ 
cal communications, ai^ five smacH parts, ifibre't^n 

two hundred jmges of s^finurth volunr& l^t we ^outdfgreaiYy uimr- 
rate the usefulness an#importaiice of the so^j^i^ if tVe were.to esti- 
mate tlicm by the number, or even by the chi^Oter Of its ptlblica- 
tioiis. Ilowevef valiuible may be the operations of such an institu- 
tion in bringing together and publishing the observations, of its tn'eni- 
biTs, for the general advancement of knowledge; those labours are 
^f-arccly less important, which tend rather to the^Qsseimnation among 
all the members of the profession, of that ^lowled^, which is already 
^n the possession of some of the m&’e learned of th||n. Nay, in seme 
situations, such as was that of this country fi^rty dr fifty years ago, 
the labours of this lattoV class are..|hUeh the most essf^^a^ fo 
welfare, not only of the profession itself^ but also to thai^'of the whole 
community. • 

No one who is at all conversant with the State bf the medical pro- 
ri'ssion in Massachusetts, will doubt that its condition has been 
greatly improved since the establishment of the medical socjpty,.and 
especially since the extdjtsioti of the kicicty in consequence^pf tlie 
cmlargemeiit of its charter in 1803. Xlthongh there were among the 
physicians of tha^ state, thirty oaforty years many men of science, 

and some who were dii^guished for t^r J^pning and skill, yet as 
a body they were scarcely entitled td Ihe ap^^Pation of a learned 
profession. A classical, or a scientific e^^l^cati6h, as a preliminary to 
the study of medicine, was neither required nor expected. ■ Neither 
wos any period or prescriberf course of study considered necessary- 
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A Toung.'^an Icl’t llie plougli or the workshop, as he was prop^ipteil 
eiihcrl^ indolence, or bodily infirmity, or caprice, and after 'spend- 
ing a iib’# months with some neighbouring physician, passed without 
examination or license to all the privileges of a regular member of 
the profession. 

The presei^Mate of things is far otherwise. So entire is the cliange 
of dpi^on on this subject, not only in the profession, but in the gene- 
ral s^timent of the community, tiiat no young man would any where 
be i;e^t3ired as a physician, ^|^o could not produce his testimonials 
fffe ^gJwfe Wftfalished medical institution. Indeed, it is not tiie 

fr ^^lc ^e cha.ngc which has been <f%‘l^ct- 
cd^|d^|Reprom^ri%'nn lonpPwf severable in its . reputation for 
the ^gnoHatice and^miscqpduct^f jjineducated pretenders to medical 
skllt. Irr^gU^ practitioners we still have, and must continue to 
hafe-4C^ng9t us. But. they can no longer mingfe in the society of 
ednWy respcctaUe^^ysid^s, and identify themselves with them. 

mafked between them, that tliey 
ca^Bralt'^ be conftiunded on ipaistaken for each other. 

GOnti^iy, they are 'to ettch other, sot&r as they arc brought 
ii^ colita£^^O^eoi|^4Mutual dialikOand hdiStility. The consequence 
is, that although an Irregular practitioner may sometimes so far suc- 
ceed|^ fts to acquire a certain degree of support, yet that support is ge- 
nerailj^ v^y feeble and precarious^ and can never rise to any thing 
like respectability of standing in the community. Be his pretensions, 
or even his talenbi, ^w&at thisy may, without a regular and acknow- 
ledged education he is still aqu|^k,.and can n^yer'transfer himself 
fi^pm the class a^ standing of a qhacli^ to those of a u^n of science; 

tn like manner, also'.the reputation of the profession is in a great 
n(basurei.j^uted from the eflrdtl||of occasional misconduct among its 
acknowli^ged members. It-will not be pretended, nor can it ever 
be expected, that among those who have complied with the re- 
quisitions necessai^n'ebtisring tho^ profession regularly, there will 
be none whose epuduct will be unWorthy of the profession. Bui, al- 
though this shbuld be the case, the disgrace will fix its stain upon the 
guittjJhdividual, and not up(^ the profes^jp as a body. The very 
fact, xhat his deeds are gyiolraon of jqide, proves that the proJ'essiori, 
whose rules he violatev disapprove pf the deeda j^emsclves; while 
his otvn cousciousnesa^^tii^iraoe, will geb^^fy eSase him to shrink 
from identifying himaslf vnm %ose who wduM^c dishonoured by ac- 
knowlijl|^ng him. ' ' ^ 

It of the incidental advantages of the society, that it 

has greatly pcomotad cordiality alul harmony among its members. 
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I'hesa arc qualities for which the profession are*not proveiMftl* % 
fact thSi a tribunal is established for the adjustment of dilfertoces, 

, has a pcAvcrful eftect in preventing them, although it is rare^ if ever 
appealed to fqr this purpose. Still moic does the general jdiffusion ot 
>uuiiil learning in the profession promote good fellowship among its 
nietubei s, by leading them to found their expectations Ol^^succcss upon 
^rue noith, rather than upon those arts which are the resource of the 
igiioiant, and the never-failing sources of jealousy and discord. 

But it is time for us to return from th^e collateral advantages of 
the society, to the,inorc direct and imme^ate benefits of Hd ^opera- 
tiorf!9» The leading objccl of its igtitutiohy vrps and 
diSusiou of medical science attiSlI^^he profession; 

and this object has been steadily kept in \ievf in a& its proceedings. 
And it haslieen, in no small degree, successfolly accomplished. We 
ha/.aid nothing in saying, that physicians in MsiSsachusetts generally 
aie much better instructed, and their patients much more sidlfhlly 
attended, than they were twenty years ago, or than they would have 
been at this time, if this society had not been instftuteid. We hAye 
no e\teiisl\c bills of mortality, which should exhiint in detail the eid- 
deuce in pi oof of this ^Statement; but we safely rely upon the 
obsei vniion of every man who has given his attention to the subject, 
to suppoit it. 

We mean not to clain' for the medical society the exclusive praise 
o( all these iiApro\enien(s in the state of the profession. The general 
progress of education and learning have done much to encourage the 
advancement of medi(^l learning; and the medical schools have great- 
K increased the mean! of acquiring professional knowledge. But the 
society has taken a lead in all the measures which have rendered a 
i orupetent education indispensable to the reputable standing of evei^ 
iiieniber of the profession. It has thus become a patron, and a pow- 
c‘ilul one, to the medical schcils themselves, since it has extended ^ 
the demand for instruction, by the necessity it ilhposes upon all its 
members and licentiates of being thoroughly instructed. This is the 
peculiar province of tlic society. Its powers in this respect, arc 
ample; and they have been most efficaciously exercised. It is a well- 
established tact, that no man can attain any respectable standing us 
a physician in Massachusetts, of acquire any considerable portion of 
the public confidence af a practitioner, who not first obtained the 
.ip|)iobation of the medical society. ^ 

'Ihc means by which the society has iiCcom[|llished its important 
purposes, are as simjdc as thqy are efficacious. The society has no 
.iiiiliority to compel an;y one to undergo its examination; and it ex- 
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ies irregular practitioners from the profession, not by penalties, 

; simply by withholding from them the countenance and ^support 
w£ich it^giants to its licentiates. By the original act of incorppra-. 
tion, of 1781, the license of the society conferred no privilege' upon 
the candidate, and in no way distinguished him from other practi- 
tioners, exceflt as it gave testimony to the fact, that he had volunta- 
rily submitted to an examination, and passed it with approbation 
After the extension of the society, in consequence of the additional 
act^f 1803, a by-law was adopted, declaring it disreputable and un- 
lawfi^ift^ any fellow of the society, to advise ok consult with any 
pd^BCli^Wfl)0 shmdd tiieresAer c^weng^he practice of medic4.Tc or 
si^lgery, unless he vIrcM either Tllmw or licentiate of the society, 
OF had taken a medica^degree in Harvard University- This by-law 
has ever since remained in force, and constitutes the chibf power of 
ihe, society in excluding irregular practitioners. And for this pur- 
pose entirely efficient- The rule itself is so moderate and rea- 
sonable in ifo daipas!^ that it affords no occasion for an excitement of 
popular synilltilitl^^^ favour of any individual who may be excluded 
by it, by the eharge of oppression or severity- In actual experience, 
the public sentlm^.has folly supported the society in executing it. 

' It thus appears, that it was the design of the institution, that the 
medical society, representing, or rather composed of, the whole body 
of the educated profession in the state, should have the entire control 
of the conditions for admitting candidates to the profession, and of 
the qualifications which shall be required of them« Once in tlirec 
year the board of counsqllors puUidies a list of books, which candi- 
dates arc required to have studi^A^ afid on wftch they are examine d 
by the boards of cemKm, which now amount to four, in as many dis- 
tricts in different parts of the %fete- But this system, so simple and 
heautiful'in theory, and indeed still efficient in practice, could not 
be carried into execution in all its simplicity. Previously to the com- 
mencement of its operation, there had been already granted to Har- 
vard University the right to confm* medical degrees, and of course 
the right to fix the qualifications of those who should receive them; 
and it was therefore necessary, in the enlargement of tlie society, to 
stipulate, that medical g^duUtes of thib university should be entitled 
to. the same privileges, including th^ right to be admitted fellows- 
after three years appr<^ed practice, as wei^‘ granted by the society's 
license. Thus were i^o aveiibes to the profes^n opened at the same 
time- attempt Was made at an early period, to bring about such 
an uniqiil^betwcen the two institutions, as should, in fact, connect the 
two avenues into one, but it failed- The requirements of the two in- 
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sliluUjns, however, though not precisely the s^e, arc entirely si- 
iiiilar. •Each requires all the substantial parts of a thorou^ profes- 
sFuiial education. It is highly probable that all the discrepascy that 
reniams, wil],*at no distant period, be done away. 

Another encroachment upon the simplicity of this system, has arisen 
at a later period, in consequence of a distrust of its eftest y, before 
suflicient time had been allowed it to exhibit its energy. Although 
lueasures were adopted, immediately after the authority to do it was 
granted, to nominate, and elect into the .society, such practitioners 
as wore, by their cliaracter, fairly entitled to a fellowship, aS' fast as 
thefNicncrits became known, yet it would fllbvm a time 

before all, in the more distant ptanl^ the stati^-c^atiiUs be sou^t 
out and elected. Anqther considerable period must be cojOaiimed 
while thesoiinernbers should become accustomed to their new priyi- 
logos and duties. In the course of ten years,, the society increased 
from seventy to about three hundred members* A large proportion 
o(‘ them, although worthy and respectable little 

accustomed to act in concert, and little awafe extent pf 

(lie ])o\ver, which a combined action wmild ^ve to flier profession 
w ithout doing violence to the rights of any* In, .tide state of things, 
and in a feeling of impatience, produced by sodie empirical proceed > 
ings in a remote part of the state, the legislature, in 1818, passed a 
law to regulate the practice of physic and surgery, requuing the so- 
eiety to appoint examiners in every county, and prohibiting any prac- 
titioner from collecting his fees by law, who should afterwards go 
into practice, without having been first ^ examined and licensed. 
Tins law, it should be remembei^, was passed not only without 
any solicitation of the medical society, but ,in opposition to their 
wishes. It contained some provisioM which they were unwilling 
1o execute, or rather whicli in their nature could not be executed. 
They therefore applied to tb^ legislature, and the following year 
obtained a modification of the law^ It still, however, retains the 
])rovision depriving unlicensed practitioners from collecting their 
fees by law. This provision is, in effect, nearly, or quite inoperative, 
and is therefore in itself of little consequence. It is, nevertheless, 
a material blemish to the beauty of the system of medical polity of 
the state, and it has been the occasion of introduciong anoUier aiio- 
iiialy, which may at some future day be of m^ importance. 

Within a few years a new medical schbol hiu risen up in the in- 
terior of the state, with the power to confer mescal degrees. By the 
()i’inc.iples which we have already explained, the pupils of tliis school 
should be subject (o examination and license^by the censors of the 
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Medical Sooicly. And so in reality they are; but as the legisjature 
have exempted them from the operation of the act of 1819, ju.^t men- 
tioned, they seem in some instances to have supposed themselves en- 
titled to liic privileges of licentiates of the society, in the same man- 
ner as our medical graduates of Harvard University. There is how- 
ever, a gross tailacy^'in this expectation; for although tlie law allows 
them to practise and to sue for their fees, yet, in regard to the Medi- 
cal Society, they stand upon the same footing with other unlicensed 
practitioners, with whom no fellow of the society is permitted to ad- 
vise or consult. 

All/i&ese different circumstances, however, appeal- to assu^>^ a 
much more important influencelSpBte th^ociety in theory, tliaiithcy 
are capable of exerting upon its actual operations. Thus the number 
of ^*aduates of the Berkshire Medical School, who have stltled them 
selves in the state without a license from tlie society, is too small to 
interfere effectually with its regulations, and they will c*onscc|iienlly 
soon find both their interest and their duty unitecl In compelling them 
to conform to them. TMe law of 1819, will then be but a dead h'tln . 
And in regard to the Medical Institution of Harvard Uiiiveisily, there !> 
too much conformity of principle between it and the society, and too 
much co-operation in their designs for promoting sound learning, iu 
endanger the relations between tliem. 

It resuUi' from this sketch, that the principle to which the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society owes all its efiiciciicy, is t'lie confidence 
placed in it by the community, tliat its officers will not, on the one 
hand, give countenance to any practitioner of medicine who has not 
acquired such an education as should entitle him to support, nor on 
the other hand, withhold it from any who are thus qualificcl. This is 
the true secret, if it may be called such, of all the society's powei-. 
We might go on, and sliow by a comparison of the success whicli ha> 

^ attended the application of these prinfiples, witli the cttecls of the 
more coercive measures adopted by some of the medical societies in 
Europe, that these arc not only more consonant to the spirit of oui 
free institutions, but also more efficacious in producing the result de- 
sired of them than any others that have been tried. But we have not 
time to pursue this topic, for we must take a brief notice of tlie pub 
lications of this society. ^ 

These, as we have already remarked, are not numerous; few ami 
far betwcmi. They consist either of the dissertations read at tin* an- 
nual of the society, or of communications voluntarily olVer 

ed by tj^'feliows for publication, or, as in one or two instances, oi 
the reports of committqps, which were appoints I to investigate 
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subjects referred to them. These papers are of course extremely va- 
rious in their cliaractcr and deji^ree of excellence. In general, those 
of tlie last mentioned class are the most valuable, and those of the 
first flic least # 0 . The discourse read at the annual meeting, partakes 
in some small degree of the character of a popular address, and so 
l‘ar is rrot well suited to a thft-oiigh discussion of a subject purely sci- 
tiilillc. Of lati', years, the communications have dwindled to a mere 
publication of this annual discemrse. This fac^, which at first view 
seems so disreputable to a society so numerous, respectable, and in 
many respects actives is to be explained by the great number of pe- 
rioiffeal scientific journals, which give employment to the talents and 
activity of the more enterprisingpifirirons of the profession, and which 
by tlieir prompt apjiea ranee, and the compensation they give for ori- 
ginal papeiH, furnish stronger inducements than have been held out 
by the sociidy for tlu* tardily published and unrequited productions 
of its members. 

These considerations will not apply in future, and it may fairly be 
presumed that the society will be able to execute flic design, which 
has been recently declared, of publishing a half volume annually. 
At the late meeting of the counsellors in June last, they voted to of- 
fer a couipensation of one dollar for each printed page, for such me- 
dical communicatioiis, furnished by fellows of the society, as shall 
be approved for publication, by a committee consisting of the Presi- 
dent and the two Secretaries. If more than sufficient for a half vo- 
lume of two hundred and fifty pages should be oftered, of such com- 
munications as arc worthy of publication, flie committcie are to make 
:i selection of the most valuable papers, and awanl the compensation 
accordingly. This measure'. oiVers to the fellows of the society in- 
ilucemcnts to write for its publications, as powei ful as are afforddl 
by most of our periodical journals; besides the feeling, which it is 
to be taken for grant ed tiuiy art' not wanting in, of ambition to pro- 
mole its prosperity anti honour. 

'riie first pulilicatitm of the society was made in 1790. It was a 
pamphlet td' tuie hundred and twenty-eight pages, made up chiefly ol 
short papers, containing the remarks of the authors upon detached cases, 
v\ itli very liiile attempt at elaborate generalization or theory. Some of 
Ibeiii exhibit muck acuteness of observation, and a diligent attention 
to the rapid progress of professional science, as cultivated by others 
in their time. They are therefore curious and interesting, as connect- 
ed with Ihe history of the improvements in the profession, although 
those very improvements have long since anticipated them as practi- 
f aj instructors. The first article is an accoui|t of the weather, and ol 
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the epidemics in the. town of Salem, in the year 1786, by Dr. Holv- 
OKE. The venerable author, although then old enouojh, and of suffi- 
cient staniling to have been the first president of the socielyi ?<dl 
living, (at the great Jige of a hundred years,) and stiM able to take 
an interest in tlic advancement of the profession, of w^liich, dur- 
ing nearly three-quarters of a ccntury%e was u successful’ practi- 
tioner. llis meteorological journal, whicli has been continued tlircugh 
nearly or quite tlie wliolc of this period, has a considerable portion ol 
it been published by the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and the remainiiig series is in their bands for publication. 

The second article is a shor^accouiijL of an epidemic soreyniroat 
in the town of Dighton, in 1785 ancri786, and contains nothing that 
requires a particular notice. Then follows an account of some trials 
with a new remedy, (long since forgotten,) for epilef>sy, the cm>w 
parsnip, (IIcradcMm lanatumf It was about as Miccossful as m(»st 
of the many other specifics for this formidable disease, having giM’n 
relief in three out of five cases. The most remarkable part of this pa- 
per is the fact related that to one of the epileptic patients, “the 
good woman, had administered the whole of a human |)lacenta drieil 
and powdered, of course without effeciing a cure. 

The two next papers give some of the eaiTier examples of practices 
in surgery which have long since become well established; the treat- 
ment of curvature of the spine by issues, and covering the stump af- 
ter amputation with the natural integuments. There can be no more 
striking illustration of the rapidity of the iinproveincnts in inodtu n 
surgery, than the fact that these inodes of treatment were so recently 
new to men of extensive learning and experience in the jjrofcssioii. 
The same remark will apply with e([iial force to the twelf<^h aiul last. 
Article, which is an account of tying the crural artery with a suc- 
cessful result. The intermediate papers are such as to have possess- 
ed some interest at the time, but ib) not now demand attention. 
When this publication ivas made, there was no such Ihing known as 
a medical review, and no medical journal was published in New Kng- 
land. It was therefore a useful appendix to it to give some extracts 
from Rigdy on Uterine Ilaimorrhage, and from several other works, 
which wxre then scarce and of practiciil utility. 

The society made no further pubjication until 1804, and then only 
published the dissertation read before the society by Dr. Hand at the 
annual meeting. It was on phthisis pnimonalis, and on digitalis as a 
remedy in that disease. This w as followed in 1800, by a longer pam- 
phlet, containing six articles; theniinnal aihlress by Dr. Fisiinu, who 
was afterwards inany^ycars president of the society; a case of rup- 
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tureil^tcrus; a case of compound dislocation aiiJl fracture^ a case of 
retenlicm of urine; case of a wound and of tying the femoral artery; 
and a paper on worms in different parts of the body. ^Ihe case of the 
feniofal artcrv* again remimls us c»i the rapidity ol the improvements 
which surgery has undergone. So lately as 1806, it was still a pro- 
blem iu the minds of many, whether so large an artery as t'l. feinorali 
1 ')ijd be tied with safely to tlie limb. Indeed, in this case, Ihe sur- 
geon, Dr. ^V^AuuKN, was not able to convince the patient and his 
friends of the danger of the wound, and the comparative safety of 
the operation until^it was too late, and the result was fatal. 

another collection of papers was published, which com- 
j)lele. tlie first volume. It is madcap cluefly of short histories of 
< a.s(*s, w'hieli although in general curious, do not admit of being con- 
densed intoan absliaei such as our limits require. Indeed, a mere 
relation of cases is «»riinle \alue in promoting medical knowledge. 
Win’ll a \aiiely of analogous cases is brought together so as to csta- 
blish some jirinciple, or to direct to a correct method of practice, 
they become of the greatest importance. But when an author does 
nothing more than to relate the history of his case, without connect- 
ing ii at all with the knowledge already existing on the subject to 
which it lelates, although his tacts may be curious and interesting, 
his paper scarcely deserves to be ranked even with the humblest ef- 
forts for the advancement of (he science. These remarks apply to 
the great e.r paft, but not to all the papers in this portion of tlie com- 
munications under consideration- Inhere is the history of an opera- 
timi for strangulated crural liernia, with practical remarks by Dr. 
Warnm, which must have been highly valuable at a time when the 
line practice was much less geneially known in this country than it 
is at present, 'fliere is also a still more elaborate paper by Dr. Goij- 
n AM nnthe LyUn vitiata or potatoe-fiy. The discovery of the medicinal 
pioperties of this inscvl, so <»q^i rely similar in all respects, as Dr. 
Gorham found them in a variety of (rials, to those of the true cantha- 
rides, seemed at one time to promise the greatest benefits to our 
country, when the difllciillics in the way ot our intercourse with 
Kuropc rendered the foreign fly scarce and expensive. But since 
commerce has been restored to its former channels, the attempts to 
gather (he domestic fly appc*ar to have ceased; and the fact that an 
insett so unlike in appearance, possesses the same medicinal virtues, 
both lor exteijial use and internal administration, as (lie genuine can- 
tharides, remains rather as a curiosity than as a matter oi present 
practical interest. 

hut by far tlie most valuable paper in this publication, ov indeed 
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in the whole volume, is the appendix. It is the report of a convnittce 
appointed by the counsellors on the Sd of February, 1808, “ to inquire 
into the present state of the evidence respecting the prophylactic 
power ol ilic covv-pock, and to report sucli measures as; they may find 
to be expedient for establishing the practice on a safe foundation;” 
and was read to the society on the 1st of June of the same year. 
This report brings togetlier a great body of evidence to show thc^illi- 
cacy of vaccination as a preventive against small-pox, and examines 
the objections whicli had been made to the practice, sliowing how 
some of them may be fully obviated, and the force pfotiicrs materially 
diminished. 

It is worthy (»f particular reiSlirk, as showing the indu?>try and re- 
search with which this report was prepared, and the acuteness of ob- 
servation and sound reasoning of its author, that the influi nee of cow - 
pock in producing a modified small-pox or varioloid, as it has since 
been called, in the few cases in which small -pox is not wholly jne- 
vented by it, is distinctly asserted on evidence ilrawn from Willan, 
Adams, and others. This fact is now sufficiently well established, 
but it was wholly overlooked or forgotten for fifteen or twenty years 
after it was cleai-ly announced in this report; until it came uj) again 
as a new discovery in consequence of tlic spread of srnall-pox, first 
in Great Britain, .and then in this country. Indeed, wc do not ap- 
pear to have had, until within these last few years, such a perioil as 
Mr. Goldson required as the only sufiicient test t)rthe efficacy of 
vaccination, when he remarked that ‘Mlie full extent of the powers 
of vaccination can only be ascertained when Ihe small-pox shall 

again become the prevairing epidemic. AVhen the stale of Ihe air 

shall again be so far variolated, (hat seclusion can be of little avail; 
tjien will be the time to prove how far the security vaccination gives 
will extend.” Such a test we have now })ad, and upon a most ex- 
tensive scale. No one who has observed witli what readiness the 

small-pox lias broken out in almost every part c»f this country as well 
as in Europe, and with wliat frequency it has sliowm itself in the un- 
protected in itvS worst forms, hurrying to a fatal tenninaiioii, wc 
tliink, can doubt that a disposition to this epidemic has j)revailed 
within the last fev years to such an extent as wouUI, but for the pro- 
tection aflerded by vaccination, have produced the must tej rible con- 
sequences. Ami if the result of the test has been somewhat less fa- 
vourable, the protection less complete than tlic more sanguine of the 
promoters of vaccinal ion anticipated, yet when we compai'c the result 
with the alarm and ravages of former epidemic pcrioils, w^c liave 
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abundant reason to rejoice, and to promote a practice which has pre- 
ventecrso much suftering, and preserved so many lives. 

From "the following extract it would almost seem that the commit- 
tee Rad actually foreseen the occurrences of the last few years. 
‘^Ftom the evidence which has been furnished to the puldic,^’ says 
the report, “ it appears uncpiestionably that very many pel^ons, who 
l..i¥c i)cen supposed to be secured from small-pox by vaccination, 
have been subsequently aftected with small-por in a degree more or 
less severe 5 although the occurrence of that disease under such cir- 
cumstances, has V4‘i y rarely been followed by death. From the num- 
bcAif instances of this sort, which have already been made public, 
there is reason to believe that very many similar ones will occur, 
unless prevented hy seasonable caution. To whatever cause these 
evejits iiia^be attiibnted, it is not to be presumed, that we shall be 
exempt from similai inisfoiluues in this country, unless we provide 
against lliem; and as tlu-v would probably take place during the 
general prevalence of »iiall pox among us, and would therefore, 
happen many of thorn at (lie same moment, {licy wmuld be peculiarly 
clistressiiig.’’ 

A very laVgc propoilion of the cases of small -pox after vaccination, 
or supposed vaccination, the committee attribute to the imperfect 
manner in wliicli the con -pock in<»culatinn was peF ibnued; es])ecially 
ill the first years of its introduction, before its cliaiacfer, and the 
precautions \^iicli it required, were fully known, and when the sim- 
plicity of the operation, and the mildness of tlie disease led man)' 
uneducated persons to practise vaccinatioji. They relate some re- 
niarkabit* examples of iiiullenthm and ignorance in lhe>e respects, 
u'lticli w'^i e followed by very deplorable conse(|ueiices- These e\ils 
may be obviated in future, by making it extensively known, tlifit 
however siiiqile the operation itself, there are circumstances con- 
nected with the disease wliicl”!* recpiirc tlie best skill of an educated 
physician to ])roriounce in all cases up()ii its genuine character. Tliis 
has in a great measure been already done. Few persons, we believe, 
are now disposed to vaccinate themselves or their children, for the 
sake of saving the [)h)sician’s fee. 

'riie conunittee were aware, as the whole profession have sinc«* 
been, that this made but a part j[)f the case. It is however, true,"'' 
they say, that all the cases of failure cannot be referred to igiio 
ranee in tlie iiioculators; and that the small-pox has appeared with a 
character more or less strongly marked, even in those who have been 
vaccinated by regular practitioners of medicine: and indeed by 
pfactitioners who have had much experience, been w ell informed 
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on the subject of cow-pock.” Of this fact they then give tke evi- 
dence, ill a variety of cases from Willaii, the Medical and Physical 
Journal, Medical and Chirurgical Review, and others; and add the 
following remark. “ It should, however, be noted,’ that in most 
cases wliere the vaccine has exhibited its jiroper characters^Vtlie 
subsequent variolous alfcetion is evidently modihed, and rendered 
much more mild by tlic vaccination. In short, where the small-pox 
has not been prevented by the vaccine-pock, it has not been disarmed 
of its terrors.” The truth of this observation lias been so fully esta- 
blished within these few years, that it seems not a little remarkable 
that it should have attracted no more attention at the time it Avas irfacle. 
It is twenty years since this committee came to this conclusion, drawn 
from a thorough examination of all the evidence which the dlscasi' 
had then allbnled. Rut it is only a short time since the Avorbl at 
large, or even the profession geneially, wtTc awaii' that aii\ such 
modllication of small-pox can he produced by cow-poc.k; and >et at 
the present day, perhaps no fact in medical science is more uiiiver 
sally acknowledged. 

Hic report next proceeds to shoAv that the sanu' thing is true ol 
small-pox; that .although it is the general hnv id* the disease, lhai 
the eonstilution which has <ince been atfecled by it, is not again sus- 
ceptible of it, cases do sometimes occur of a second infecliou. Se- 
veral such cases are related from different authors. In tw’o of Ibeni 
the second attack proved fatal; but in general, the same effect was 
noticed in modifying the disease, as in the case of cow-jiock. 

It is not necessary for us to follow the commitlee in their answei 
to the various objections which had been urged against the practice of 
vaccination. The experience of twenty years, wliich is iifnv adifed 
lf» that of tlio eight or ten which had preceded their report, since tliis 
practice wais first introduced to the world, lias fully confirmed the 
^ correctness of their views, and long srnce rendered any further con- 
sideration of the subject, in this point of view', unnecessary. The 
principal difliculty was then, still more than it has since been, to 
ensure that all who arc vaccinated should have the genuine disease. 
TJie committee folb'w the London Original Vacciiic-pock Jnstilufioii, 
in recommending a second vaccination as a test of tlie genuineness 
of the first; and they particularly recommend, w ith Dr. Willaii, thaf 
all who had passed through the disease, during the two or three first 
years, before its distinctive characters were well known, should sub 
mit to this test. 

This proposal to var ciiiatc a second time, should not be confounded 
with a proposition whn;li has been recently made, to re-vaccinate fm 



JIale’rf History of ^lassachiisetts Medical Society. 127 

<he purpose of destroying any remaining susceptibility to small-|M>\ 
which IS supposed to exist, e\eu alter a perfect vaccination.* Kol 
. only is die object of the proposed re-vacci nation entirely diflerent, 
but it rests n|i«»n the supposition (d an entirely opposite state of facts. 
'I'l^*ecent proj)osUionsupposestbatinal:irge proportion of cases, (one 
in twc'iity,) the system is capable of going a second time, jirough a 
perJ’ect fniin of the disease. AN'hereas the committee foiU;d their 
r(‘e<»tmnen(lation of a second inoculation, as a test of tlie ellicacy ol 
the first, upon tlie fact, that a secon<l j)erfect disease is of sucli rare 
^( urieiice as tojeiuler inoculation with vaccine matter, as sure a 
test^of tlie genuinene-«s of tlie first disease as inoculation with small- 
pox. They (juote in ilidail from tlie minutes of the London Original 
\'accine-Pock Institution, ]iublished in the Medical and Chirurgical 
lie\iew, siVeral c ases in w hich the tii«il was made by inoculating one 
arm with sniall-j)i/\, and the other with cow-pock, of patients who 
had ])re\i(msly had genuine cow-pock. Tlie following is the result 
as cjunted JVom the same minutes. According to these trials which 
seem to confirm seveial hundred others alfeady instituted by this 
establishment, the constitution is alike susceptible or unsusceptible 
of the Muari-poK and cow-pock; of course the matter of tlie latter 
may be relic'd upon as a tc\st, as much as that of the forinei*. How- 
ever, as the local allection of the cow-pock without constitutional 
disorder, not unlVecjnently rc'sembles the cow-pock atteudc'd by con- 
stitutional allection; and as in a certain pr(>porl,ion of cases, the 
small-])ON can take place after distinct cow-puck, as well as the cow'- 
pock; it lias been asserted that a person is suscejitihle repeatedly ol 
the cow-])ock, though not of the small-pox, and in this way the erroi 
may be uxplained.” So confident xverc the oificersof the inslilutioii. 
of the efficacy of this lest, that it is stated by Hie report, tiiey gate 
to each indiviiliial w ho had suliniitted to it, after being first vaccinated 
at the institution, a certiiicate*thathc had umlmgone the vaccine dis- ^ 
i*asc, with a promise that if he should afterwards take the small-pox, 
the inslilutioii would pay him the sum of live guineas. 

We shall make only one more extract from this Jteport. ‘^The 
committee an* aware, that few persons in tliis countiy aie prepareil 
to hear from this society, that (he vaccine disease is not, in all case>, 
a perfect security against tlie small-])ox, and they presume il will be 
feared by M»Mie that suggestions of Ibis sort, wliich must accomp.my 
any remedy that shall be proposeil, may iletm* our fellow' citi/.<'n> 
from submitting to vaccination, and thus de|)rive ns of the security 
whicli this praclice will uiuloubtedly artbrd. Ibit the committei* 
feel assured that this society caaiiot desire make any statement uu 
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this t, which is not perfectly accordant with trulli; JiiuUUat the 

friends of vaccioatioii can have no interest other than thatof 
ii most imjiorhiiit blessing, under such precautions that it shall not 
be alloyetl by any future disappointments. ” This same apprehension 
fd’ weakening the public confidence in the efficacy and value oi|Phc* 
rinati(»n, has in our day often been made an argument against a free 
flisenssion of this sub'p^ct. .Hut in a community like tliis, it sluMild 
l)c remembered, the public confidence is not to be obtained nor pre- 
served by concealment. Let the whole merits of the case be fully 
made known, and the great body of the ])eoplc w ’JI not fail to esti- 
mate pretty correctly its value. Although it be true that vacciiifii'ion 
affords a h*ss universal protection than Avas formerly supposed, jet il 
is only necessary to make known the true extent of that protection, 
as compared with llie history of small-])ox itself to furniH'a sullieieiit 
inducements to all to undergo the cow-p(»ck inoeu1a(i(»n. It appeals 
from a late report of the National Vaccine Institution, puhlisheil iin- 
<ler the sanction of some of the first names in the profession in Gi eat 
Britain, that the pvopoKion of those who take the small-po\ in its 
nioditied form, after vaccination, is not greater Ilian that of those who 
«lied <if inoculated small-pox, when inoculation with tlial diseasi* 
was practised. This proportion is elsewhere stated at one in two 
hundred and fiftj. Let it be remembered in this connexion, that less 
than one in a thousand die of motlifieil small-pox after cow-pox, and 
we are brought to the conclusion that less than one individual in two 
hundred and fifty thousand vaccinated persons, die of small-pox; and 
let tills fact be remembered too in connexion with the opposinj;- fact, 
which rests we believe on undisputed anlhority, that before tlie bioie- 
fits of vaccination were made known by Dr. Jenner, one oivt of every 
Hix who were subjected to sma1l-[)ox died of that distressing and 
loathsome disease. »So far w^as the first publication of the fact that a 
modified small-pox docs sometimes occur after vaccination, from ili- 
ininishing the public confidence in the cow-pock, w^e believe that, this 
report did much to increase lliat confidence, particularly in Massa- 
chusetts, and to extend the practice of vaccination. Indeed il seems 
to have been chief y owing to the fact that the confidence* in this dis^ 
ease w'as so enliie as to prevent discussion in regard to it. lhat the* 
doctrines aelvanced in this report attracted no more attention when 
it was first published. We have dwelt l*uis long on this re]j()rt. m»t 
merely on account i f its intrinsic merits, but because Ihi* subject is 
one of peculiar intnest at the present lime. W e must pass hastily 
over the remaining pvihlirations of the society. 

The second volume was published in three parls^ the first in 1809, 
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tin* la^t in 1813. It is niailc up of nineteen articfcs, two of them not 
. nri^final: Article I. is on the lymphatic sAvcllinfi; of the inferior cx- 
jn*inities*of puerperal women, by Jv>u:s Mann, M. D. II. Observa- 
Voncernilij;^ llie influeir/.a of 1807, by .Tames Jackson, M. 1). 
III. <Facls rcl.it ini»- to tin* sniall-pox and c(»w-pock in JVovidcnce in 
I8()S, Uy Dr. JTowkn. The two next articles ^ivc cases o. epilepsy 
runLof ovari.Tii drnjisy. In article V*L we have an account of .iii epi- 
ileniit in Mcdlield in ISOO; the same mIiIcIi afterwards attracted so 
inucli n(»tice, and i;.ne so much alarm under ilie name of spotted 
f*‘V(‘r. , 

-Mticle \. is entilltnl cases t)f oii»;anic diseases of the heart, with 
ili^se» (iems, by John (’. \\ \ivHr\, M. I). Jt is a hij^hly valuable paper, 
pviiMi: ten cases, wilh the .appearances e\hi!)ited on dissection, illus 
trated by eif:;ra\ iiuj;'', and Mith practical remarks. It is not a little 
reiiiai'kable tiiat n di. .ms(» \vhich must, from its nature, have always 
^"Msted, should forinerlv have been so little known, or so confounded 
witli allecli(ms of <»ther oi,«:ans. AVhen at length it was brought to 
the atleiHion of I In* piob'ssion, there was for IT time an extravagance 
in nmnirii:: inbi the n])posWe e\(reme. I’hysicians sometimes found 
diseases of tlft* heai t in mere nervous pali/i I alion, and predicted death 
in ^nme ca^es where tliere was little real disi'.nse. "I'his is perhaps 
till* reason that so iimcli h'ss is ^.lid of this class of diseases now than 
a leu >e;ir> ago. 'TIk* ])apcr of Dr. AVarreii does not admit of being 
conden>eil intif an abslrac l. It is a clear, concise hirttoiy of the seve- 
ral cases, and furnishes a bod\ of most useful knowledge. 

In IS 10 the s]Kdted fever, whose first ai)[)earance in the country 
we ha\e already noticed, had ('\teniled itself to so many places, and 
juotlnced j^o much alarm, that the counsellors of the society were 
indu(A‘d in March of that year to appoint a committee to invest igat« 
its chaiacier, causes, . 'J'his committee ]jre])ared a series of in- 
quirio, and addressed them in«rL circular letter to those physicians 
who were conversant with tlie disease, and reported to the society in 
June. This report gives the history and symptoms of the disease as 
iiirtiished by tlie answers the committee leccived, and from such 
other information as they could obtain in so short a time, without 
ha ving themselves seen the disease, unless in a vt*ry few instances, 
and then the views of the committee respecting the character of the 
epidemic, and of the best mode of treatment. Few diseases have 
given rise to n»ore opposite opinions, or received more dissimilar 
treatment than this. The course recommended by the committee is 
in some respects a middle one. This is altogether natural, since 
being at a distance from its ravages, they could more coolly form 

So. V.— Nov. I8S28. fir] * 
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their opinions, taml were less expose* I to run into either ex trenie<, The 
report is an iihle and elalioratc pro<luction, and although the descrip- 
tion wants something of that vivacity which it woul<l have received 
if the members of the committee had been personally familiar with 
the (liseast*; it is on the wliole, one of the best papers that have been 
written on this terrible epidemic. 

After tlic report on S|)o<te<l fever, we have a dissert at hm read ^it 
the annual meeting, on the progress of medical science in Massachu- 
setts, by JosiAH ItAurLjyjT, M. J). and tlien sevc'ral short articles[oii 
particular rem(‘dies; a disseitalion on heat ami cold; and another 
paper on sjiotled fevm*; and at tlie close *>f tin* volume a more ehmo- 
rate ai tii !e by John AV'arren, M- I). then ])resi<lent of (he societ vj on 
the inmcmial practice in febrih^ diseases. Dr. Warren Jirst gives a 
liistory of llie inlr()ducti<m (»f the preparations of mercupy into prac- 
tic»', then investigates their nnules of action, and de^cjibes the cast's 
to which they v\ere ajiplicable. It is cuiious to see how shoi l a time 
a medicine of such general and efllcac ious a|»plicatlon has been in (he 
hands of the professioin Dr. Wairen relates (lie lollowing anecdote 
to show the prejudice that existed so lat<' as 1771, against its use 
ev*'n in small-])Ox, in which it was a*lo|)t*'il miiclu‘arli(‘i than in most 
other *lisea>es. l)i*. JiVni VM j)nd’essed to j)ractici'. tin* SuLlonian 
|>lan of inoculation, VNhicIi was given (uit t<» c<Hisist in amodeof pre- 
j)aration in which no mercury was usetl. On the faith of this supjK)- 
sition, a large hospital was Jilled with ])a(ients in a neighiioiiringlowiu 
and several classes passed through the distemper with ahout the usual 
success. One t)f the persons in the hosjiital suspicious of his having 
taken mercury, hail some of the pills which had bei'U given to him 
analy'ACii, ami a <|uantity of ijuicksilver was ivvivilied Ijoiu iheni. 
Difoimation ol this l iccmustaiice gt'tling to tin*, *‘ars of tin* pu))lic. a 
g(‘neral imligiiation was excited against the inoculator, as using a 
noxious ami deleterious inecrn ine, ajiJ the business ol im»ci]lation was 
soon after susjiemled.^’ 

For a long time iiiercuiy was given secretlv, ami in \ei \ small 
dos**s. One or two grains a ^lay,’" sa^s Dr-. W. ‘‘ was as much as 
was considered sr^e, in violent diseases, and even by that ([uantity the 
constitution was .'Uspecled to be vveakeneil, and whatever disease 
happened within ten or fifteen years after tin* use of it, was im])uted 
to the inlluenee of this meiliciue.’' Dr. 'V. giv(‘s to Dr. OnisiioL.vi 
the credit of liaviiiL; first relied chielly u])on mercury as a remedy in 
yellow fever; and this was so late as J79.h The I'l'inai ks on the use 
of mercury are emim'iitly judicious and practical, the result of long 
experience and accui ale observation. 
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third volume ol* the society's communications was published 
in two jiiirts, in 1819 anil 18‘2^. The volume coinmcTices with' a dis- 
'sertaliou on pneumonia, read before the society in 1808, Imt not pub- 
li'^iu'^l till (Iii^ time, by John 1?uooks, A1. 1). alterw arils ior several 
}ears ^OM'rnor of Massachusetts. This is followed by a dissertation 
on cyn*ui( lie tracliealis by Uii’iiAun llAZKr/i in r., M. 1). n .ivi at the 
aijpual ineetiin^ in 1812. Tliese are both jiractic.d ti<*ati^es, wliich 
do not develope an\ peculiar theory or mode oJ’ praclice. ’Tlie dis- 
sertation of the follow int;' year, howcNer, has bei’ii the occasion oi 
iiUiodiicini;- into y^tablished juactice ihroni^hont the world, a new 
and most important a^ent in medicine. 'J'his is tlie paper i)y 
Oi.n nu PuKseon, 'M. I), on secale cornutiim. or er^ot, whicli 
was lead to the soiiet\ .Inne 2, IHl.l. Me are lliiis particiilai 
in lei^ard tin* daft*. bi*cniise since tin* \alue of ei”ot has become 
well known, the eiid.t ol haviiii:; iatrodue(*d it into notice has been 
I laiined tor those' wlio were much later in acknowledging its virtues. 

I) i. Piescott d<i(*s not pri*tend to have been the first to discOAei* tin*, 

pel idiar jiioperlics of this medicine, but assiji;ns to J)r. Si iaiins the 
ciedit ol havim^ first maih*, them known in a paper [uiblished in the 
]Sew ^'ork >ledieal Uejiository. Ife, however, in\ estimated the na- 
biiiil hi-toiy ot ej*i;ot, and carefully ob^er\ ed its medicinal i|ualities; 
and it i.-> < hiefl\ to his hibouis that llie world is indebted for the know' 
ledLie of its \aliie. Ill* did not coniine him-elf to a i aiele*^s obsei va 
lion ot its <;(‘tTeral ejlocts, hut with iimi h dip'l l hninalion jiointed out 
the case-. Uy whiih it is adapted, and when it is to be ,i\oided. \N e 
aie told in J)r, ’^Pii \ i Ameiaean Medical liio;^i a[)h> , that this 

dissertation was reprinl»‘d in Philadel|)hia and London, and wa*' 
iran^hited into the Kii*nch and (lerman lan!L:;ua;;es; and was ])ubli->h- 
ed in full, so l.ir as ii*lates to the medicinal pi opei t ies of ei”;ot in the 
Diitionaiie de^ .Sciences aMedieales. 

Si‘\e]al of tin* reinainin*^ aifieles in this \olinne are wairlhy of a 
moi l* evtended notice than w i* are able to i»ive them, for tlie leni^tli 
oi (his article admonishes Us tliai it is time to briiiu; it to a close. 

J) r. .Iaekn(m*s ilissei iation on fiwer, and l)r. Warren's •• conijiaiati^ e 
view' ol the sensorial and nervous system in man and animaU,’’’ are 
wortliy of the hi^h reputation of their authors; but we cannot enter 
iipon an anal v sis ol them at the i lose of a lomj; article. In April, 181a, 
(In* president of the society. Dr. .lolm Warren, died, and the eouu 
Kdlors appointed Dr. Jackson to deliver an aildicss at his fnm*i.il, 
'I’his eu]oi;\ makes a jiart of the present volume. It is nn eloijuent 
dcliiiealiou of the character and virtues of its distiiij;uished subjeel. 

For several yeai s past, the publications of the soeieU- allliou«;li moi c 
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frequent than formerly, have been small. Five pamphlcta, as.parfs 
of the’ fourth volume, have been published, containing the annual dis- 
sertations for the last seven years. One of them is an eulogy on tlie’ 
late Governor llrooks, who was president of the socic^ at the* time 
of his death, and the others are discussions of some medical topic; 
but it must be owned that tlicy do not aild much to the stock. of pro- 
fessional learning. For many years past tlie only communications 
have been the annual discourses; and so long as this continues to be 
the case, a large proportion of the publications will possess but a very 
moderate value. It may be expected, however, tli^t the inducements 
which are now olTered for more elaborate communications, will ttot 
fail of producing a half volume of some worth the next year. 

We must, however, again remark, that making books is not the 
leading object of the society. Had the society never pu4)lished any 
thing, it would not have at all failed in accomplishing tlie great pur- 
poses for which it was established. Of M hat it has])ublished, allhougli 
some of its papers will never be read enough to be forgotten, tiiere 
are others which will ever be regarded as valuable contrilmtious to 
medical science. 

Boston j Jidy^ 1828 . 
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REVIEW. 

Aut. XV. Oil the jVatifre and Treatment of Tetanus and Ilyd, op/to • 
7cit/i some Ohserrations 0 )i a Natural Classification of Dis- 
eases in OcncraL By Uoheht Reid, j\T. D. Licentiate of King 
and Queen’s ('ullege of Physicians in Dublin, Member of the Royal 
.iNlcdical Sorie< >>of Kdinbuigh, &c. 

This is a woi k to liicli we cannot attach much valiu*. It is a very 
slim, jejune, and penurious production, exhibiting a mere sketch of 
the histoi y^)!* the diM'nses of which it purports to treat, and even this 
ii(»t exi'culed in <h(‘ best inanuer. But it contains tlie modern views 
of the patholoj;;v of thesi'. tmrible affections, with nhich some of our 
reader^ may be intere:^ted, and this constitutes its chief claims to our 
attention. E\ery writer, however, is to be jTulged, according to an 
olil maxim, by his design — and perhaps the preceding remarks are not 
just to our aflthor, since he may have aimed at little moit» than he 
has performed, ami we are willing, witli our usual spirit of benevo- 
lenc4‘, thus to consider the case, and to retract altogether, or sofleii 
the. severity of our strictures. What he has omitted, we shall endea- 
\our in jmrt to supply, and present a sort of synopsis or digest of the 
existing state of our knowUnlge in relation to the subject. Invert- 
ing the arrangoineiit of tin* work, we shal\ first apply ourselves to 
the discu^'^ioii of hxlniphobia, and from the ropiousiiess of the mallei 
before us,,it will probably occupy tas many of our pages as we can 
now coinenienlly aj)])rnpriate to it, and hence we maybe com])elled tt) 
postpone to a suliseipient occasion, our observations on tetanus. 

'I’he term liydropliobia, whi?h means an a\ersion to water, does 
not strictly designate the di>ease. C’ases have freipiently occurred 
of it, w ithout :i\\} sucli dread or dislike of that or other fluids. It 
has ])crha])S with projniety been remarked by ^Mevuk, that it should 
have been called ^vu-KetruTro'rtc^ a dilliculty of swallowing, ratbei 
than r^^o(pohicc^ <)r dread of watei. Be it as it may, that title is still 
inappropriati*, ns derived from a^solitary symptom, insiead of llie g*'- 
neral character of the disease. Being more prevalent among dogs, i? 
is also called rabies canina. As however other animals are occasion- 
ally the subjects of tlie disease, a more comprehensive name slionld 
bo conferred on it. But since that of h\ drojilmbia >eems now to be 
'^oiTiventioiially adopted, we shall retain it in ihi* eii'^'iiing im|uii \. 
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The curiosity commonly entertained regarding the origin of dis- 
eases^ excites a regret that the early notices of them areol'ter involv- 
ed in obscurity. Those who contend for the aiiticjuity qf liydrb-^ 
phobia, cite certain passages from JIomer, in which the figure of ca- 
nine rage is employed to illustrate the vehemence of turbulent and 
exasperated passion. Rut these passages seem to refer rather to the 
ordinary fury of tliat animal than to any specific madness. 

Neither by lIirvocnATKs nor Cklsus, or by any otiier writer ol 
these periods is the disease mentioned. It is said, though we never 
could find it in his w orks, to be noticeil by Akistotlt. (hi:Lii s Ac- 
KKLIANUS, W'Ikj Hvcd much later, is the first authority who distiiu'uy 
treats of it, and from his having entered into a long di&cussion of the ’ 
cpiestion, whether hydrophobia was a new di>ease or not, it is j)re 
sumable that it had attracted little attention previously. ,lt is a^smi 
ed by Plutarch and I^e Clerc that it originated in the time ol As- 
CLEPiADEs, who Uvcd ill Rome from the beginning to the middle ol 
tlic first century. But this is questional)! e. KqnalU unciTlain are 
several other points connected with the hi.^roiy of the di-(‘.is(', and 
among which, not the least interesting, is the mode in wlfuli it oii 
ginated. Did it primarily arise from a specific contagi )ii, on wlfn h 
it continues to be dependant, like \ari(da and similar ca-e>. or va- 
it gencratt'd, and still is occasional!}, by some general causcN.- 'I'lir 
former is the common and best siL'^laiiied opinion, lliongh tlnne aie 
not wanting ^ome who hold the opposite view of the subject, and 
hence the tli>ea'-e has been divided into tranmalic and hj)ontaneon'', 
a» excited by a peculiar virus inserted in a wound, or a^ proceeding 
from ordinary morbid agencie-.. 

Nor is it determined with whatcla-*.'> of animals it comimnn imI, oi 
to which it is restricted, 'fhe former point it is idle to discu'*^, and 
as for the lattei, all we know wdth ceilainty is, that he.-ides the Im 
man specie^, it is met with in tlie cavine, the felim^, the eijuine, tin* 
bovine, and particularly in dogs. 'Pti these Boi rhaavi. ailds p<iuliiv 
as sometimes alfected, which seems contrarx to common e\j)ei imn r. 
Ihe disease however may occur in other animals, <*lu<ling our atu-n 
tion from the slender opportunities alfonled of ub^erving it in then 
wilfl or umlomenticatcd stale 

1 here is much reason to conclude, from a revieAV of the mn?,t famili.n 
and authentic aied lacts, that it comiinniccMl in dog?', and ha-> c'vei siin •• 
inthchuman siibjei:! iindoubledl \ , and probably in all oiiiei iii>iance>, 
been communicated b\ a virus, die result of a spe cific se cM bn > |)M)i e.. 
peculiai to the ranine race. No i^iher animal Ini'* tlie tac uliv ol repm 
dm ing tin* contagious mat ter. ( ’a-sr-, iiid<!CMi ai e i «■( omIcmI, om* «d who i, 
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came iindcr our own care, where the disease was supposed to have been 
cycitcd*l)y the bite of a rabid cat. But as such instances are of rare oc- 
currence^ which would not be so, froTu our constant exposure to that 
aiiimhl, had it such a power, it may be presumed that it was other- 
wise aerjuired, or was mistaken for some of those nervous aF'^ctions, 
s«)metiincs very closely imitative of hydrophobia. It is reported, we 
are.aware, tliat it has been communicated to other animals by Majen- 
niE and BiiKssLKrby inoculation with the saliva )f a man in the dis- 
ease, and Hiat a similar result was produced by Mr. King, from 
that of a l abid con^ inseried into a fowl.*^ But this is improbable in 
itself, and is j cmdereil still more so, as bcin^ in contradiction to simi- 
lar e\j)erimen(s made by other persons.t The apparatus in the dog 
for tlie secjvlion of. saliva is very peculiar, and ])y virtue of which it 
may be pn^iimed it excluriively possesses the faculty of elaborating 
this \irub‘[it prnduet. 

By what single or combination of circumstances it had its origin, 
it were vain now to Inquire: but vve are not without grounds to sus- 
p<‘ct, that though at jnesent it may not be ge^ierated, c/e novo, there 
an* causes which ])rcdispose to or excite this disease, and at all events, 
promote \{< pre\aleiice in dogs. 

1st. ('oiifnirtuvnt of the hc animalit in mtrrou^ hot^ and ill-ventilated 
places . — It is notorious that packs of hounds thus situated, and even 
a single dog habitually chained and kennelled, is liable to become 
ailected. 

J)let either seantij or 2)t ft rid.— \S oy.j<u\\\v. and his commenta- 
tor, \\ \ SwiiviLN, are decidedly of this opbiion, ami Young, in his 
Annals of Agriculture, >ays, that canine madness chiefly arises 
fioiii ihe aiuinhiT of ill kept and ill fed dogs.” It is aflinued that for- 
merly wln*n horses and ollmr animals which died in this city weiV 
tin own on thi‘ common^ u?d)uned, and dogs fed on the carrion, ra- 
bies wa.-^ lie(jU(‘nt, whiih ha- cT)mparati\ ely ceased since the discon- 
timiaiu i* of ilu‘ ])iacli('('. The same has been remarked after ])attlos 
in warm climates, and It is kintwii, that in the season of the fisheries 
(m our giral water c(Miise«^, especially on the Potomac, where large 
<|uantitirs of fi-h are |)ermilted to remain to putrifv, that the disease 
to a girater i*\tenl is an Usual consequence. 

od. Defieienrji of tntter . — Aij impression of the influence of this 
cause is s<» sti' iig (hat it has attracteil legislative interposition, ami 
provisions ha\t‘ been matle acconliiigly in some of the West India 
Islands, foi* a siqiply of itat certain perioils of drought. 

I nunter, Arnold, SvC. 
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4th. Extreme The connection of the disease with o liigh 

degree of temperature was observed by some of the earliest writers 
on it, and we believe that our own experience teaches that it prevails 
almost exclusively in our hot weather. Hutsuch is not the case tfvihy 
where. As to the West Indies, it is diflicult to determine the pointi 
By Hillary it is considered as eiideinial to the tro])iral reii;ions, wliile 
other writers as Moseley, &c. ofeipial autliority. represent if as of tlie 
rarest occurrence. On the continent of Soutli America it is said not 
to be known — the same is asserted by Volvey as to Kirypt and Syria, 
and by IIaiuiow with regard to the Cape of Goo«l Hope. Hut these 
were travellers, Avhose observations, hurried anil dehcieiif, are not 
alw'ays to be trusted. 

5tli- Epidemic Diatemperntnre of the , If hWftphvrc. — Not a few very 
interesting facts are collected by WmsTKu, showing the simnlia- 
neous spread of the disease wifh pestilential fever'^, as well heie as 
in other countries. But the most conclusive e\idence on tlii> point 
is given by Moseley in his work on tropical di^case"^. fie >l.ites 
that ♦‘infte spring of l^So, hydrophobia broke out in JIi‘^j)aiiiola. and 
subsequently in Jamaica, and raged in the latter island to a wide ex- 
tent till the next year. It seemed to be dependent on a ill a ted -^tale 
of the air, since the disease W'as general, and many dogs weie ^ei/.ed 
with it that had no communication w ith others, and some dog*' that 
were Iwought from Europe and North America, and which were, not 
on shore, w eiit mad on their arrival in the harboiir«i.*’ 

Notwithstanding w’hat may be found to the coiitiaiy as regards its 
spontaneous origin in the human species, there is not the ^lightest 
proof deserving of confidence.^ It is liowever true, that in dis- 
eases, as malignant fevers, where the cerebral and ner\ous s\sitMns 
a‘re much disordered, and more especially in the neuroses, as hy ^teria, 
epilepsy, and tetanus, as well as in certain forms of gastt iris, grrai, <lif- 
ficulty of deglutition occurs, attended* by an extjui^ife sen>il)ility, be- 
trayingan intolerance of light, or iioi'^es, or Hu ids, or even of a ih aught 
of air. But such cases are essentially different, and it would require a 
very vagtie and sweeping generalization indeed to comprehend tloMu 
under the same denomination, and in violation of every rule of nov)- 
logical distinction and arrangement. 

•By most of the old writers this opinioft was maintainoH. Crrinjs Aiirflianu'i, 
and Aretxus arc very explicit on the point, and Bocrliaavc sa\ “ that tlioiigh 
more commonly produced by derivation, yet it appears both from historv hiuI 
observation to have arisen spontaneously in some acute diseases.’* The same 
lanjjuag-e is held by Van Swieten, who expressly declares “ that it has been 
in human bodies without any ? occived poison from a mad animal. 
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Inutile further discussion of the subject, we shall confine our re- 
in<arks,to the disease as it exists in the human species, and * •• it may 
be colle.cted from what we have said, that its only probable canfl^ is 
the virus of a rabid animal, and most generally, and perhaps exclu- 
sively that of the dog. Besides the actual insertion of the contggion 
by a bite, the disease is asserted to have been imparted by tiie i^i^r 
ta^on upon the lips or tongue, by biting off a thread which had|yj|n 
used in mending a rent in a garment from the bite of a rabid^j||E* 
also by kissing a rabid animal, t and likewise by a cut with an i| 9 isbr&- 
ment used years before, in killing a mad dlig.:( .Gafies are moreover 
related of its having been conveyed by the saliva taken into the sto- 
mach, § and by eating the milk and flesh of ani^ls which have' died of 
the diseasell — and by dissection of such aolmala^Hind: m 
said to haw^ been received from a scratch the dtew 
cat,1[ and lastly by the breath of a rabid animal^ 4 »# Morethtt^on^^ 
thes<‘ av(M*ments are, however, obviously arronoous«\4t ia we^^opk^r- 
laiiMMl that the milk and flesh of infected OAimals have 
with impunity, and that dissections of Ihem have beenl6fiU^pttrfi8j|^ 
ed, and in no instance, so far as we have heard, with»-anji^ort iff in- 
jur\ . 'rin* funiversnl escape of thfii attendants on the subject9(^^j|lhe 
disease who are exposed to every source of exhalation, argues 
ly, iinlepondently of other reasons, agim|st the possibility 
nication by the breath or any other veKmle of contagion,' leas 
agaifisi tlie dinger of infection from depositions of the saliVa'on ^ 
skin, if there be no abraded or ulcerated surface exposed. Tlje un- 
foundt'd tales of tins description have led to much mischief, ex- 
citing a timid and cautious solicitude, preVenting not only the exer- 
cise (d attentions towards the unfortunate oufierers, which l^tt- 

maiiii\ and a seiisi* of duty inculcate, and the successful trehttfil^t 
demands, but the\ liave operated to retard the progress of tlie inV^- 
tig.'ition of the diseasi*. • ^ * ^ 

No circumstaiici' connected witii tiiiS'autljhctv of greater 
sity or moie mysterious complexion, and difficult explanaticm, ^(an 
the length of time which the virus wBlyrematnditllie system iha|^ 
of inactivity. It is not, howevei-, without anak^y. Miasui«taj'*iw» 
are aware, w ill do the same, and as instaiices of closjlMv,t|^U^^ 
the ^a^inh»lls and vaccine eontagion may beraci^liteed, caelipf which 
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iB OGcaBionally dormant for weeks or months. Yet these latter exam- 
Jpte are of very rare and anomalous occurrence, which ismot the 
dw^ith the hydrophobic virus. It observes no certain or definite* 
pdriod in the development of its action, for the disease has appeared 
in all the intermediate periods, from the third day to an indeter- 
minate length of time. Coelius Aurelianus says a year or more — 

K HfinfoitiiB us that heeaw a case which broke out after a year — 
aftei(>^ eleven months, and another has lately been reported 
months^ The must common period of the attack, according 
JliaaDK,dl^ Hamilton, is from twenty to forty days, 
writer, «^ho has meet elaborately investigated the sub- 
tbe tenthi&y as the earliest, and nineteen montlis ns the 
l^peitjBd of Cases, however, are rccordeil 

liOfiftach extent of twenty^ and even 

4>ut^tS^.avc destved from apocryphal authority, and im- 
have been assigned for these di- 
et explanation, such as the 

_ f'lntlku vipa, nthe contiguity of the part bitten to the 
r w ift sensIblK^^e ferocity of the animal iiifiict- 
Uk* dlfr^BtagU' ^ ^ease when the virus^is imparted^ 
litahilKj (if Hr 

uneasi- 

jbd'prea^^ so as to leave 

Nestige of^he ilid'^tovor m than a cicatrice. In 

shuff^instwees the ufhj i ii OBB oomplained of, is that of a burning or 
s^sation, and^OUBioiudlyred pimples have appeared iinine* 
dbteiy over the marks oT^io. du^B teeth. These slight preliiniiiarv 
j^ns are somibUoBKfd hoiGiiiatMig pains along the limb in 
the yinis weifttee^e^ extendiiig gradually throughout the 
^and are felt piartiioiilat^ in tiuu i’Bgion of the stomach, with 
l^f thebeBd, an^ diyection (^spirits. Concomitant on this 
F rdjrectiy snm^r^io it, are a sense of coldness, pallid 
frequent yawaii^ ggd Retchings, acute pains in the bones 
Huscles t^semUybigrliBiiiu^ii#^ particularly in phe back anil ex- 
considend^. tremoRto,- lassitude and disinclination to iiius> 
Mtjl with 4Ui»«mEpresBion denoting anxiety, timidity, and 
In tlmffilriim;|i|ngreBS of the case, the alimentary canal 
ftore serioUll^liifectediy as^ manifested by thirst, perver- 
^^^^l^tulence, Bonr eructatimis, acute pain about the. scro- 
iis, a bomitkj^ in the stomach, nausea, and vomiting, in 
which a' glutinous brown matter or porracious bile is discharged.! 





• London Mcdic.'il and 1‘hy.sical .fnnrnal, .July, 1828. 
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Thcj)uLse at this time is usually disturbed, not*soinuch by the febrile 
movei^eiit, as that it is quick and irregularly disorderedf end '^le 
^tkin is, mostly cold, or temperature is unequally d^ujjed* 
tightness of the praecordia is felt, and the resflration end^^rrasae^hy 
constriction, or seemingly from heavy pulmonary congdltiQn* 
now, though sometimes earlier, a sense of stricture abfyit the 
is experienced, causing pain and difficulty of deglutition, 
of* fluids, and from the recollection of the suAhong from 
attempts to swallow, such an aversion ie-flmhicwd jPiat 4fae s|pi£^ 
fluids, or any transparent object ea a>.mhnrQ|^ yhirjiilTnrwn tba-afK” 
ciation, creates tlie most afflicting often spa^na^^ 

convulsions. . ^ ^ 

In a more advanced stage of the 
toms are i^Lcroased, and some new alfei8ti il| ^ 
patient will be found sitting up, as hied^eiMf^'aFe^<agg^^ 
a recumbent posture. Exhausted, howeyaty 
into his bed and endeavours to deep. BktiWs* whiih4e i 
tained, is of short duration, and.dist]id>fd<b,^( ^ 
sensibility of the system hencefmmrd'llbeoiiiii 
cannot hear, the sligiitest intpresma U fatti^ te 

and on the whole sentient surface, air of eiMMMtoa temper 
din.es sensations of chilliness, and a any «i; 

may excite convulsioa|^ It is unpojliSMehite.OQBtemp 
tion of a paflient at -this atagex iriukai|t Mootions of 
reject. To all w e have said is added* aa aqpeet g^tly aad Ml 'of 
despair. The muscles of the &ce are distorted, the eyes 
** dismally wild, red, and inflsmedf^t vndf fhe pupil much dilatad* 
gaping of the moutli, lolling of the tengHp, wldco is dry or m 
witli a collection of froth about the inim^ 4 KtteBiled by greatyl 
and (hiist, which cannot be anayed,.for theveiy sight of wattir'^ 
< lies Molent spasms, and oft«4madD.e9a^aild in this frended 
endea\ ours are seemingly made to spit file MdlUJ'^alaver i^pmi 4ili^ 
fondants. Constantly now do apamna aad^iOSgimdsHnia recur,, 
ilfim htiicture of the glottis a peculof .Aoiaa^iq Jbwnif which a^||^ 
possesMHl or excited imagination migljtoompiliMMi the barkiii^;j|^ 
clog, 'i'he bpahins which pervade the .wheld ayatem* attarfjlwfc jhc 
inuM les ol the lower jaw^ inducing a €# 

hits hei'ii ] e])i oseiited as a dis^sition to Bet any^ll^l^tocy 

ol tlie kiiiii does not nwaU Towards the slow of the^itisoa^ stnhli- 
gui > lieqiiently ckcuis, and some writers take notice of the 
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ni frequenb*— eicciio, cum scminis involuiitaiii jaciu,’'' and now t)u 
closes a weak and thready pulse, cold extxeinities, i.Uniin;y 
sMats, deep sighing, hiccup, and finally a iatal convulsion. 

It is in this way,’ According to our own expeiionce, uliich is 
pretty ample-) that it runs its course. But it somotnncs Aancs it'f 
chmeter, and presents some deviations from its oidinaiy (enoi and 
apojMMmce. Ttas it has happened throughout its cai cot , that no ti ai o 
of notation or excitement couhl be discei iied^ i\lule in othci 

inataOceB) fever Mas decidedly {nrevailed with consideiable tojncal nl- 
feiMton of the stOlnach, the lungs, or brain. Theio is also no lilt It 
dittras^e m the maniacal condition, sometimes occ in t ing in the \ ei v 
and contil|tting with tempoi irV inlei mission-) thiough 
the ease)" and it has been remnikeil that the i icultn s 
Vwe on: last moinint ol oMbtcik i*. ' Noi 

avMmn to fluids so generally held as pathonoinic ot tlio dis 
eaoNhiJiitiinivwMal eosuBMaltaiit. Many cases on the .11 e 

it exist) And by some ot the ln*>lie-)l .mlho 

iftitoof tHV^tence^ IlPis indeed stated by Mdro vom, that pain iit^ 

far from^^ving any dread ol watiM, that 
to have it brought to * 

^ly reviewing the preceding account ol li\dio])hobi u wi ( in i m (v 
in dietingllM|^ it from its Jkindied ailection- li 
mitft <49X87 i^^embles eerlm hydtsria, and te 1 anii-> paiii 

c(i|ISr^« '^eie areceHain symptoms, howevera ot the loinn i. such 
as alternation of eiyfaigand laughing, so pecuUai to it, that in 
clependently of other evidence, we may aiiive at a di^ciiinin i 
tinn with considerable facility* As to tetanus, the diilnulu is«;n iteu 
and We are lequired to instiinte every caretul analysis and c ninjia* 
i 1 M|[ of symptoms. The details of the diagnosis m e shall j>ost|Min( tilt 
WJ0 come to nic consideration of that disease, and sliall now onh m 
ni||idiC)t that the most'distinctive characv^eristic is the difli rein ( m tin 
ntl|l|a^ of the spasm in Ihe-^two cases, being in the one imldi r , lol low 
ed by relaxation, and is the oth^r trenicndousU \ioleii<, and m ih 
still retaining an unrelenting rigidit\. K\oii mote pi iph \ 
tasomc of the cases of spmttaneous hydrophobia, so intjio iti i- 
and wc can only attain to any degiee of ceilamf\, l>\ h 
Lffciemodeof production, to asceitaiii, whethei it lx tmni 
rabid aninit)) or otherwme. 

^in this disease is at all times most unla\ out able 1( 
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lias liitliorlo indeed proved the least tractable of morbid aRection^- Mo 
cure wvdl aulhonticaied of genuine hydrophobia, has ever beeit^flf^^ 
ed so far as our inquiries have extended, and ia which opjhliw ^l^ 
sustainiMl by ;the very best medical authority. is tna^^^ that^ol^es 
have at ilifferent times been reported, and some of whfl^ at 
coidldenily afKrrned by respectable practitioners. But on 
sc^nlitiy it will be perceived that they Were not of th^ re 
malic lorni of the disease, and generally ifi i 
of bdanus or hysteria, or some othei^twvWtfi %W l pj|n odm i 
True hydropliobii\ therefore remains to defpotW-riMl, that mb 
spicuoiis of the opprobria mcdicorum, and he*^r)lMTers the cj 
deceixes lilmself. 

Dissection has been ]nactised toacons 
bia^ and llri pbenoinena disclosed 
xary in dillerent cuftes. 

In the bi'aiii the elfect of a copious 
VI the vessels of the substance bmiig disl^mllKil; aii 
.sitiuns deposited la ditferent parta of its strulstwi^^iyli 
ges are more or Less inilained, ai^.seroHO 
lilt' xenlricloLv'*' " . v*'"-' 

* ** Dissections generally djicov'cr the vcaailjNilr' 
iiua longilmliiialis full of blood, not co^Agwtedj;^ usual 
cases of the li^ad; the brain and spinal maiTOXT diilfeP than ordi 
cat'diiiin xvilliout liquor, the luqgs loaded, thq aitur^ fill! of blood wtry 
and liardly concresi ildc in the open air.” — Meade, p, 82. 

dura mater contained x\ ithui Its sinuses oonCTctions; bencatlLthiame^- 
hranc w ere some l)ul)l)lcs of air. All tlie vessels of the brain wn-c full of 
so that the«tdir)roid ])IeAuscs xvere blac\:$ Was * np exthivasation of-i 

The suh.stancc s of the cerebrum and cer^be^UnfWpw father dry tlian 
--Monrairtii, p. 167. * ' 

In the meninges tin; vessels were extremely distended with hBtod, 111^41^ 
Intiriial surlaee of the brain was every wheredh^Q^puished with bloody 
and a Ivind of bloody filaments, lit the latml VpntQo|ee,was a small quantit^Of 
serum, and that a little redtllsh.” — Jb.p, t60» 

“ 'rhe vessels of the ineiiingc.s, both arterial ^ind v^ms, were imn 
liill <»r l)loo»l, and tliat, us it was in every other part, wiy black. Tn 1 
rles nt the lu'aiii, there was a yellowish water, to about the qua 
oimei's.” — //;. p. \72, 

'rhere was a di.stention of the pm materonthe;i||tfilceof botlil _ 
u ith a rnn])id llunh 'J'hc quantity of fluid in tb^; latoi^ venlVftdioa alttlMl^iari^ 
of the lirain, and lamnd the spinal marrow, appear^ tube somewhat uiihatH|]b*’ 

-Fnrlar's Mut. Ilist. p. 2<)n 

rhe foliowing Mas the result ot several dis8cctioir», communicated by Mf. .1. 
ral)hroiii to Sir Joseph ll.inks 
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The lungs have been noticed phlogosed in their coverings, and ad ^ 
h<iiitig*to the neighbouring parts. But the most uniform appearance 
ii!lieaYy engorgement, giving to them a dark colour with vesiicles oh 
the surface, as if raised by cantiiarides. Marks of inllainination are' 
also seen inihe diaphragm. The heart has seldom been found aHecled, 
except perliaps in a single instance by an adhesion to the pericardium. 
More commonly the ventricles are filled with congula of blood. The 
lar^ arteries emiuaating from it are usually distended with tluid 
bloody ao much dissolved as scarcely to be coricrcscible when exposed 
to the atmosphere, and the veins nearly empty. * 


••The viscera were unilbrinly healthy, except in one subject, in which Uie 
hi^gs.were found adhering to the pleura; but in alj of them, the bruin was ob 
to be more loaded.>with blood Hum usual.”-— /. o/kA Junmaf, 

r0i.x. 

• The lungs appearod wonderfully distended and itiflaincd u ith the black 
blood with which they were swollen throughout.” — Ikrnand. rirum mi\L . M <1. 

TAesour. p.'494." ‘ ^ ^ 

•^, The lufi^. on all sides cohering with the pleura, were fdled with a nuiss 
of cohcve^«d blood, which rendered them impeimoablc, or stiiHcd up, and 
when c^t into, they appeared as a clot blood.”— //yne/. St pub Jmd. tom. /. 
P.S4Z 

••The longs on their^^pd]^^ posterior part, were not only black, l)Mt even 
3Wollen.^m the blood, as stagnated within tJicm.” — 

' ^•Palinoplcur. 1 : adherens concreli sanguinis molem rcfercU i.”— ywV//A/i«/, 
Bid' Mtd. tonim k p* 445. 

‘•Pulmonos coacen’ato omnifere cruorc incredibllitcr plcnos.” — Boerhaarr^ 
Jlph. 1146, vfjl. L 

••Inter cadaveris, cxenterationem, occiirit vesi cula fcllis bile nigernma re- 
pleta, pulmoncs conspiciuntur nigri et gravcolcntcs. ” — Lit uttnul, p. 

t**In the thorax, tlie lung|l& to use the words of Boerliaav e, were coaccTvato 
onmifere cruorc incredibifiler plcnos, ‘that is, incredibly lilled with abnost 
all the crassamentum of llic blood, collected and coiulenscd togetlu r,’ and u) 
t^eir back part, might even be said to be a/fecled w ith gangrene.*’ — 


••There were some adhesions of the pleura covering the riglit lobe <if ibr 
lining the ribs, on the same side: the left lobe was so comph tj k 
^ acquired considerable weiglit and soliilltv — lu / 

of the lun|rs wu black, with the vesic les full of lil.i. k Mood 
some placias, which the Wuckness 1ml not covered, ;i|)|ic.iu il 
w if rrised by dantharides. PAiiav. TTran-v. rpiotcti '/y Ftrnar. 
.'^^hejitthgs. there was evidently an accumulation of blood, and more m 
the right ude than in the left. The pleura In its natural state, but tlie vt ssels 


nn the sur&ce of the diajjlinigin, sc'Mu rat In r more turgid lli.tn usual.”— 
^nngton*8 ccwc. 
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The sioiiiach exhibits much evidence of diseased action, and among 
other jippearances there is discovered i^ it a quantity of dark olEeA- 
sive fluid, its mucous coat phlogosed even to mortificatioB,^ extcitniing 
down to Ihc^.duoderium. I'he large intestines; Hre often loaded 
fecal matter. Neither the liver nor urinary bladder entirely es^^es 
inllainmation.'* 

^ As to file parts in and about the throat, they are describe^aa autieri^ 
inafei ially. The pharynx, the oesophagus, thelaignix, and pa||; ojf‘tKe^ 
tracheal tube, ha\e been all observed either dtffii|%ely inflamed, ^er/ 
dotted with li \ id spots. Rut tlie most striking pfOjtiiiarity which has 
bet'll reinaiked in sucli examinations, is an Uniform want of moisture 
throughout ihe solids, amounting to absolufo /dryness, in niaiLy^in- 
staiices.t 

'fhe j»n;ceding hisfory is derived chieflyi|ts<%]Q^tiie older writeK^ljhj^ 
ha\ing eulf i\ated rnoihid anatomy with less care, tlieir reports ara'in 

Ta the lungs were found considerable marks'* 

Clinical LicfurfMj j). 17.). ^ 

T.nngs innch inflamed, and towards the l]^k a 

— /i/ffnl(\s caf<t’f from JJamillnitf C^65. • 

• 'File f()ll^)^\ing is the result of Mor^gni’s diflscctioifS, relating itO- 

maeli. “’I'lie sioiuiich once turged with air, and its vessels dist^fid^ witli 
l)I()(ul‘ its intcrn.'d coat once cnm«p/a</, anc^^lll^otlldb distlngiiiabltd^ith red 
spots; five times, indeed, a moisture was obs^tVedin it; but once ' 
times little, once yellowish, once gpreen, once oCa yellow colour, degenera’^^ 
intci gr-ccii, once extremely yellow, once cineritious, twice viscid, once not vis- 
rui.-— p.irr). 

In Verrlar's fu st ease, the stomacli exhibited' marks of inflammation, mnf 
iron half fall nf a dark /laid. — Med, Hist, 206. 

“On o|x'niiig the stomach, the villous Coat was found to be gcnersdfy 
flamed in ii rr gulir jioinis, and there was an appu^itmce of abrasion, sinp^kr 
to that remai keiL in .lohiison, my former hydrophobic patient.”— sifVm'ar^i ^d 
nuse. * V ' -t' 

“ Xnn tantn esophagus, sed et ventriculus, et intestina inflanu||ata rubeMIll- 
hant in aln» ('.ulaven'.” — l/tifiaad, rcr. Thesour* 

Irt adissLc tion nf a case wlii( li I attended, tlie stomach exhibited many u^aiilts 
III' inflammation. “ It also contained the dark fluid wl^ch so frcquently^^l|^ 
in \ ellow fever.” Thi.s case is detailed in the Mcdicaf ftepository. 

I An inflammation of the organs of deglutition is noticed by VaitflMe|l^ilis 
a \ery common occnrrence. — Cornment, VoL m p. 561. ’ 

Meade n “ that the fauces were greatly Infliytaed/’ 

l‘'an\ ry also mentions the “ gula being inflamed, and the lineanspefUrSu some 
measure also.” “ 'Fhc fauces were found much inflamed.”— TVilfW. VoL 
r. p. r>(\9. 

Inflammatory appearances have also been remarked in the cesophagUS, phg- 
rvnx, and larjiix, hv Morgagni, Zwingcrins, andothor uTiters. 



144 


Reid on Tetanus and Hydrophobia. 

soy^e degree to be distrusted. By more recent and accurate iiiqmne-» 
|ure taught that the disease mostly expends itself on the, spinal 
laiUTOW^ which is usually inflamed in its coverings as well. as sub- 
stamce, with sometiioAl copious eftiisions. They also rfj>ort the-m-ii- 
cott6 lining of the stomach, especially about the pylorus, as pidogosr 
ed, and the pharynx and larynx pretty much in a similar condition. 
Dissections have however been lately made, in which scarcely a mor- 
bid appegi*ance coidd bo^deicctetl. Not many years ago we attended 
the examination of ttte body of a woman who died of a most violent 
attack of the disease on the third day, and though the inspection was 
moBt;^oroughly conducted, no trace whatever could [)e discovered 
of ilMimmation or its /qpnsequences in any one jmrl. 'The contents 
oCjill the cavities, including that of the spiiu*, wei e ]K‘rfi‘ctly s(uind, 
aiid the only chi^ge pi^ceivable was an uni\ersnl aridity«.or the. so- 
liijSa^-^e muscles especially, on dissection, being as dry., iloriil, and 
polmhed, as they become when exposed to the air for some rime. 

are pow prepared, bj these prelusive invef^tigations, to con 
sider tho patliology of hydrophobia, ami it need scarcely he rcniaiked 
that thevdisease continues to be involved in extreme ol)>curit\. (‘ni 
len says with respect to it, ‘•Ifind I can say nothing .saii>raetoi \ i-i 
ii|ty8cli^ or that I can ^xpcct to prove so lo others.*' 

wc have undpub^ly improved our knowledge slncc‘ the 
time Hlustrioua teai^W, we apprehend, that in the sjurit ul 

cailddifr, wc shall be compelled to essentially the same* i oni'e^^ion. 
OF should we, from our supei'ior intelligence, claim ^ome advance-. 
W'e dare not sa>, that wc can approacli to ceitainf v ami Irmli on the 
subject. 

In the speculations on the nature of hydrophobia, it ha -Jong been 
t^arded almost exclusively as being eiilnn- ner^oii- or inil.mimatorv, 
and on lliis cpic.^tion much controversy has incMiiled. l)i-( ij--ion- 
sucJi abstract propositions, are pmckjctivi' n^iiallv of huh- mdils. 
atfd which tJS strikingly cxemplifierl in tin- iire^imt in-(am e. Not 
a fay of theoretic light has been shed by ih(*se di-<jui.-iiion-, to din i i 
treatment of the disease, and we area-* mmh emh.irra^-ed on 
,:4|i^^mt as before they were commenced. But in the \ m \ hm mii 
relative to the, nervous system, wi‘ haw opi iuMl to u- a 
hereafter, pevbaps. by funher culti\aii(m miahlc iw 
ancf pursue a more '-ucce'i-.tul pia<‘ 
disease. 

K^'now&certained, that muscular action is inlim-mrd thiidlv Im 
the nerves which arc dej'i\ed irom (in* spinal imniou. ami to that 
source must we look for an cxiilaiialion lh»* leading and piim ipal 
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|)lici«)iiiciia of tlio disease. The virus acting primarily on these 
nerves, produces lassitude and painful uneasiness, soon followed by 
tremors, and ultimately by spasms and convulsions. But such is the 
iritimate couimunication between the whole of the nervous system, 
tliat the moibid irritation becomes extended to other pot t ions of it, 
presenting a case of greater complication, and more diversified symp- 
LOJtis. 'file dejection of spirits, the fearful anxieties, in the early, 
and the delirium and even frantic rage, of the more advanced stages 
<»f tin; case, manifest cerebral disorder, and the affection of tlie sto- 
mach, its sensibility, nausea, and vomiting, with the heavy conges- 
tions in other organs, particularly the lungs, equally attest that the 
ganglionic ni‘r\es are implicated. As to thedifficulty of deglutition, 
ainl aAersion to Iluids, these are compound phenomena, produced by 
a mixed ii.a vous agency. The muscles subservient to deglutition, 
an; siqiplied from the cer\ical nerves, and on which their muscular 
.1 i nni is dependent, lint swaRowing is a voluntary act, and in order 
ll.at (In; muscles performing it should be obedient to the ^will, they 
4iU(» are fui nislied with numerous ramifications from the fifth pair, 
wliicli are cendjial nerves. Now tlie influence of the former being 
mieirnpted by an alfection of the spinal marrow, the muscles of 
•leu^lulition, from the want of such influence, can no longer harmo- 
niously co-operate in the ex(‘cution of thl^t function. But on! the con- 
liarv, when ihe stimulus of volition is applied to these through' the 
lailer nerves, their own organic irritability is only excited, and in- 
stead ol iu ling in unison, they are thrown into the most irregular and 
con> iilsi\e ino\enients, en(irel\ frustrativc of the attempt to swallow. 
The Inirror ol' IluitU is a mere mental emotion, which was formerly 
t'xplaincd,. As foi- the extraonliiiary aridity of the solids, amounting 
(o absolute di \ne>s, in some instances, it lias hitherto been ascribed 
lo the depri>aiion of diink. But Imving witnessed the same condi- 
lion in a case, wliere it was coiislantly administered, this explanation 
Tails, and ii is more proliably owing to a suspension of secretory action, 
IVimi an interruption of nervous agency, by whicli the Iluids are 
idiminafed. 

descriln d, stich appears to be the order of nervous irritatioBS, 
constituling this disease, and mueh further in the development of its 
l»:nliolog\, we cannot proceetl. , It may be vaguely aftirmed, iliattlie 
virus being i l' a specific character, its effects must be the same, 
wiiicli ir, oidy n It.irrmi truism. But similar language is held in rcliit- 
Tum to olhci- virtisV. ami the essence of hydrophobia is wu'apt in not 
deeper mysieiy than lliose of syphilis, variola, vaccina, and some 
No. V^— Nov. 1S'£H. ^ f|<)] 
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othw analogous cases. Dies doccat^ and vve must look to the revela 

the future, for the solution of Ihe problem. * 

it has been made a question, in what maniior does the virus ope 
rate? By many it is sfill supposed, that it is absorbed iiAo the circu- 
lation, and thus produces its eftects, than whicli no hypotliesis is less' 
sustained by fact or analogy- All morbid aftectioiis as is strikingly 
illustrated in such as originate in inoculation, coimr.ence at a ])oiiU, 
and are extended through the medium of sympathy or association, 
till more or less of the system is brought into particij)ati(m, inducing 
what is called a general disease. It would seem, -that hydrophobia 
in all its stages, is characterised by a predenni nance of nervous irri- 
tation, and such a condition cannot exist without in\ itinir ati aillux ol 
blood to parts most higlily irritated, and hence* in its progress, con 
gestions and inflammation take place. But this explanatidh of tliesi* 
ph^nom^na, is perhaps only applicable to the early stage of tlie ca-e, 
al^datall evente another cause, the wjRit of aclecpiate nervous eiuugN . 
isinuch concerned in their production. Experiments d<Miioiist rate iliat 
wherever this happens by the destruction of the ucr\e, or hy a ligature, 
or any other mode intercepting the supply, the organ labouring uiuln 
the disability, uniformly falls into collapse, and fills with dark, im 
decarbonised blood. No sti’onger example of this can can be given 
than the^asphyxia, with engorged lungs, induced by cutting or tying 
the ei^fh pair of nerves. It is this condition of organs, with a cor- 
respondent disturbance of the circulation, and other fu m i inu'-. A\hicb 
has led some to view the disease as essentially of a phlogistic and 
febrile nature. 

We come now to the treatment of the di-seasc*, and wliicli ii»a> hr 
divided into prophylactic, or the means of prevention, ami.ilu iapru- 
tic, or plan of cure, after the virus has taken (‘llect. and the can*' 
developed. To meet the first indication, llie ancient pranitituiri - 
p^erred an application of the actual*cauirry to the wamml, tonvrri- 
ihg it afterwards into a running sore, by irritating dre-'^i^g^ — then 
instituting a course of the veratrum or wliite hellebore, with the usr 
of. the cold hath. The latter was also confided in by Y w IIi.lmo\ i, 
il^fSRHAAVp:, Van Swietkn, and by most of their cotemporaries and 
Simed^rSy for a considerable period, without, howevtu', any sati'^- 
of its utility- • 

the treatment of the disease itself, relianc'* was rhii-lh 
placw hi the hellebore, as appears from the writings ol' A c urs, 
Paulus, Aeginetv, AerrAun/s, &c. Besides (hi.'., however, (heir 
were various other remedies, many of them of quite an mupirica! 
character, all of which^- with the iiellcboro, have long since been o\ 
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To the Cineres Cmicri Ustu llie most popular nostrum of 
that cK'iy, succeeded tlie specific of Mayeriie, consisting cKtefl^ of 
pewter ill liners — then Dam pier’s powder, which had the sttlkieti^of 
JVl(‘ade, thoti^h composed of ingredients entirely inert— lieri 5|he 
'roiK|nin remedy, composed of cinnabar and musk, followed bjf^ihe 
Onnskirk medicine, tlie basis of which were chalk and elecampane 
runt, vvitli a variety of other iiostrums— including the notorioua^hi- 
m‘se snak(\stoiie of our own country, etc. equally devoid of just"^ pre- 
ventions to eilicacy. 


No! tlie least promising means of obviating this terrible disease, 
would seem to be a mercurial course, and hence it attracted much 
aibntion, and has been amply tried, with results, however|^j6>;^(5(ri- 
ous and contradictory, that the confidence it once inspired,, ha^]||^' 
ilually wotnaway. and al present we believe iiis universally 
.nid perhaps ahamloned. It is not dillicult to account^/or 
and eAeii leniedies of the most preposterous kind, h]^ying, 
and siisiaiinnl a t(nn])<jrary credit as preventives of 
v\e ('oiisider that only a portion of those tiiat l>ittjjik 
animal, are [lerha])^, susceptible at the time to tbe 
bile is generally tlirough clothing, which iiitevcepls the jidSiphia| |a t 
nlum it is actually in^iM'ted into a wound, be tnQpenijm||^^ 

(hat there is often great reason to doubt th^iUltt&iess o^MH|p^ M t 
is l emai’ked l;v Mr. Huntku, thathe knew where twenfy-i|BylB|P 
^^er<‘ hittmi by one dog, nothing was done for them, and onljrql^Ht- 
( :inn‘ alft'cted. Jly Hamilton we are also told, iha,t in one in^ MWfe -;, 
lom nuMi and twelve dogs ere bitten by the same anttnkl^ thejfi M Py 
entiiely e<«ca|iing\, ami all tlie latter went mad. Now, had the^^^- 
-on^ beer, under imnlical care, the leiuedy used^ Would havcflMHke 
merit of tlu' |)reventinn. and under such a delusion its ft^uiej^pHEb 
v\ideh 'Spread, and faUely trusting to it, the mischief ijjSjgmh- 
»i\e. It in this way, bv loose and 
medical te>timoiiy is rendenMl uncertain, 

failaciou*^. that it should iie> er be fully receivOd^^iltnTi^rigOQ^^^yijlf 
M rutini/.ed, and esjiecially as a foundation. of jWM^ce. 

hiscanling then, all other prophylactic modllf ul totalljyflHw 
which estiiiinte of their inoflicaev, i^have reas<||fki#‘ 
wtdl sustained, the following courgs" should be |ldtrl|MH 
the bt'st, ami perhaps only security. ^ 

'rhe hit ten part is first to be wiped, so as comptOllM||jl^ ’ 

the slaver of tlie animal, and then the whole w’ ounA, 
taking rare, in prosecuting the dissection, that the 
aflei each cut, so ns to pi(‘vent anv further moculatSjl* from.Nl5®^l- 
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ruB ivliicli might adhere to it. Having tlius carefully pcidonneti the 
operation, the wound should be tliorougidy washed, by pourini; water 
on it from the spout of a tea-pot or kettle, which being done*, it 1'=^ 
usually recommended to convert it into a suppurating sdve by the aj)- 
plication of caustic, and subsequent irritating dressings, with a vitMV 
to the establishment of a d rain. It has just been remarked, (hat in 
the primitive practice in this case, the actual cautery was einplovi>l, 
and which is pointedly recommended by Van Hklmont, Stahl, Mok 
GAGN i, and very recently by Mannoiu MAUoeHivnT and OaviiwX, 
though we doubt on any just grounds of preference*. * The object is the 
same, the establishment of an issue or drain, and as to tin* mean^, 
it is not material uhich of the two is selected. -But wt* concur with 
many by whom the practice is cotideinned as painful and nugatoi x. 
and would never resort to it. Be the utility of it as it nia\^,’ it is xc*i y 
questionable whether the principle which dictates it be cmreel. 1l 
seeips to us far more likely, that the occasional success of sud) ti c.ii 
ment is to be assigned to the change which is elfected in tin* net \oij^ 
setidibility of the part, preventing the extensi(m of the original ii i iia 
tion, and thereby stifling the disease at the initial ]>oiiil, e\;n il\ :i- 
in theciase of tetanus. As well from a priori reasonings*, as tlu* c xi 
dence of recent experiments, we should attach much greatt*r im|)oii 
ance to pressure on the part of such force as miglit dciulni its xuisi 
bility, or, in other words, to occasion a partial paral\'-i^ of it. K\ 
hausted cups over the part, so much commended of laic in jM)i-omMl 
W'ounds, and which, we think, have been shown to opeiaic in thi' 
mode, and not by the interruption of absorption by tin* renir»\al oi ai 
mosphcrical pressure, >ve should deem K*^-» af^propuale to ilii- jj.nii 
cular case, the effect being only tem])orary, and tin* latent ja iiiMl ol 
the hydrophobic virus indefinitely protrachMi. 

To the univcr>al employment of the practice ilnrr may 

be objections, or the occurrence of circnm'Htance'- t(» ininlrir ^\ith ii- 
adoption. “Thus much time may be \u^\ before the arrixal of a mu 
geon, the patient may resist all solici(ati(ni to Mihmit to the knife 
The wound may, have been inflicteci on the face, or near sonn* laigr 
Ut^-vcssel, or there may be -o little jirobability (»f the madne-^ a- 
fa render it unjustifiable to .•^uii|ect the infli\idnal to ))re^ent pain, 

certain r*f these contingencies, \\r nm-.t 
be%oiScnt with copious ablutions, so as completely f wa^h out the 
bite. .But however remote may be the date of the hite, h‘t not the r\ 
cision, and other precautionary moasures already ennmeiated, he 
omitted, when considered as arrantable hv i|n* vimaiion ol‘ the 
wound, nr presumptive^dangej . 
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roi 2 ;ar(ls other parts of the prophylaxis, not mucli need be said. 
It maj be proper to re»;ulate the diet, ami to avoid all undue ex- 
ribiiiieiks. 'J'n clissipate aliirin. ami inspire coulideiice in his sc- 
l urity, arc e^jiisiderations oflUe last importance to the patient. The 
■o|)eratiuii of fear in exciting many diseases is well knov/n, and ex- 
aiiiph*s are so numerous of a condition of the nervous system very 
eU>sely rt'semblinii; hydroplmbia, and sometimes proving fatal, having 
lj<‘en induced principally by depression of spn its from idle apprehen- 
sions of its actual occurrence, that some respectable writers have 
gone io the i‘\ten4 of imjinUuning, that the disease in the human sub- 
p'ct. is always thus bioiight on, and is merely an hallucination of the 
Jiiind. J)«*nyi!ig the truth of an unqualified hypothesis of this sort, 
ii mu^i >i\\\ he concedi'd, that uniformly great anxiety prevails, 
whiclLoft^n tends to lamentable consequences, and should be stu- 
dioii'.ly guarded against by all possible means. 

C nut ri lling tin* cure of the disease when once formed, we are eni- 
hai lassctl w hat to sa>. As previously intimated, there is no one re- 
mt‘d\ or '-ystt'in of |ira<:tice hitherto proposeif, on which we can rely, 
tu' >\ hit'll r intlitlly >ii‘W'ed, s(‘ems entitled to preference. To detail 
iiir pingn‘^^*t»l opinion, or recount the inodes of cure which have pre- 
vadtuL >\oiihl l)e to rejieat the history of error, ami would prove a 
nirlanthoK rrcnid of the uncertainly of medical statements, and we 
'^hall tlrt linr^>o unprolilahle a task. 

'I'wti pl.in^ of treatment have, in comparatividy mfulern times, 
hrtni pm^iMMl, tlrawu fn>m those opposite views of the nature of the 
tlisra^r. which were formerly noticed, as. now chiefly entertained. 

( tui^ulcird h\ one of patliologists as consisting in spasm from 
(h'Inlii v, f*\ri \ |)lausihle means of sliuiulalion W'cre resorted to, ami 
inn'll attiM'lv emplo\ed. It was then that opium, musk, camphor 
.'doin' o> \ .M iou>ly ( onihiiied, and wine and other alcoholic liquors 
piunipallx relied <m, aided h^ bark, valerian, and the whole 
ti die of tonics and ant i’^lia'^imulics. Nor lias mercury been neglected, 
'flic laiii liiaU on tin* confraiy have been made of it, ami with no 
hriioi th.in the preceding articles, all of which were impo- 

loni lo tin* loHef oi‘ a >ingle case. It ought not perhaps to be omitted 
ihai Mo'.eleN h:l*^ reported 1 wo instances of the disease cured by mer- 
cuii:il inuin tinn in which sdivajion took place, in the one in twenty- 
loiii, and in dn* oilier in forly-eight hours. Not knowing the particu- 
lai-.ol Ihe^e ca^c-;, we cannot pretend to determine how far they were 
gcniiinr, or olliei wi^o lia\e claim*^ to attention. Hut they w'ere little 
legnidod i\\ ihe linn* nl puhination. have never been insisted upon as 
.■Mdcncn ol fin* riWi iu \ ol the icmeilv. niid pjohably are without au- 
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thority. Moseley at that period had from an unliappy combinatiim ol 
circumstances, fallen from liis former high estate, and became \o\r 
indeed in general cstiinatiun. The victim of adverse fortune^ his mo- 
ral character was impaired, anti his intellect so weakt^ied, tha\ he 
proclaimed under the. sanction of his name, the extraordinary liypo- 
fhesis, that from the practice of vaccination, Die liuiiian species woubl 
ultimately degenerate into the cow, in support of wliich he adtliiciMj 
rnany.facts of the commencement of the process of transformation. 
Can'the statements of such a man on any subject be credited? 

Encouraged by the authority of Boevhaave, wlmdiad taiiglit tlic in- 
flamiaatory diameter of the clisease, a ditterent practice caim* to ht! ^ 
puraudd. Discarding sliiniilants — venesection and otlier means of tle- 
pl^dn were directed most freely, and in some instances to ;in extra- 
ordinary extent, even ad deliquium auimu with however lio greater 
advantage. It is true that cases have been reported of its success, a 
collection of which may be found in the works of the late '^sor 
Rush, But these are not considered as instances of genuine fr aunia- 
tic hydrophobia, several of them undoubtedly not, being h\steria oi 
other nervous affections, and the whole of them bilmui ing under (lie 
defect of a perfect authentication. 'J'he practice lia^, nioVt‘o\i‘r, been 
tried and found wanting, inevery recent application of it. as well hen* 
as elsewhere. Thirteen cases of the disease we have mmui either un- 
der our own care, or that of our medical fricmls, thnu'^of which wen* 
treated by the late Professor Rush, where venesection was can itulas 
far as possible, and the conclusion from all this experience i>, that 
not the slightest benefit accrued, even the mitigation of a solitary al 
fection from that or any other remedy enijiloyed. 

An analysis of the cases reported to have been cnroil by vene^ec 
tion might prove interesting, had we time to devote to tin* purposi*. 
But it lias already been well done by Dr. Mkasf, to who^t* |iap4*r, in 
the Medical Recorder, Vol. II. we must refer sucli ol tmr readei>>a^ 
arc curious ^the subject. To a certain extent our esliniaie (►I'the 
remedy is confirmed by Dr. Rush himself, who>e opinion lias inoir 
tpyce, as at one period he anticipated a complete iriunipli over the 
4^ase from its liberal use. The theory of the disease,*' sa > In*, 
^ll^uld lead us to expect a remedy for it in blood-letting. Ibit this. 

and then used with success, is not the cure, owing, a- 
to the morbid seat of the disease being i far remo\«‘d 
ff^r^e circulation as not to be affected by the loss of blood in the 
libend.jE|1iantity. \s well might W’e expert the inflaniination and 
pain of a paronychia, or what i** -.ailed n felon on the fingers, to be 
removed bv the same i;einedv/* 
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Boiongiiig, however, exclusively to neither of these plans, va- 
rious r'iniedics at dificrent times liave been tried which here might be 
enumerajted, were they deserving of notice. Perhaps, however, a 
word may be said of the super-acetatc of lead, from the use of which 
a cure is said to have been made in Baltimore within t’ e last few 
years. How far this is true, we are not sufficiently acquainted with 
tive facts of the case to determine. Rut the practice completely fail- 
ed in two recent cases in (Charleston and London.^ Dismal as this 
account is, of the incurability of hydropliobia, w^e cannot relieve its 
dark shades, by one bright tint, consistently with candour and truth. 

l[\h(;ouiitering hereafter the disease, wc would change the treatment 
\ t‘ry considerably. Being cal led in the early stage of it, we shouldpro- 
ceed (‘xactly as if tlie infection were just received, excising the'p^, 
anil applyTng cujis or heavy pressure on it so as to destroy its nervous 
encigv. Iiv doing so, we might check the further progress of the 
.'iltaek, in (lie same way, as the removal of the irritation of a wound, 
[lilts an end. in some instances, to the series of convulsive motions 
wliii h constitute tetanus. It ought, however,* to be practised as ei^Jy 
:is po>>ihle, for the consecutive trains of morbid action being once 
esi;jl)li',hcd/they then become independent of the original iifitation, 
;nid cannot be so readily, if at all subverted. Do we not sometimeam*- 
rc>t altogether lues venerea by the destvuctioii of chancre, though the 
latter may h:^\e existed long enough to have excited bubo or Some 
other atVcction consequent on the primary irritation? and ai’e wc not 
(Miualiy apprised of tiie fact that the same thing happens with respect 
to \acci nation.^ Let not tliis suggestion .at least be disregarded as 
iinwor(h\ of attention in the jirescnt poverty of remedial resources/ 
Nor ongirt a failure or two, to discouragii from further trials, since 
the same has happened with t lie operation when instantly performeTl, 
though in the general result successful. 

As the N|)inal marrow appears to be early and seriopsly affected^ 
it. were well to endea\our to reiiisbite its healthy funwons, and foi 
this jiin po>e no measure would probably be so effectual as leeches or 
I ups to he succeeded by a strip ot epispastic planter or issues, or tile 
actual cautery along the vtM’tebral column, and it is not unlikely tbai 
'-oine aiUantage, might be derived from counter irritation over tlie epi- 
gasiriuin. To [ire vent or check convulsive spasms, compression by 
tourniipicts to an upper and lower extremity on opposite sides is 
worthy of trial, and more especially as it has answered so well In 
»*pilepsy, and in the iiiM-tcrate attacks of cholera morbus. 


• London Mcihcal .iiid lMi\ Viral .lourn;^!, July* 1828. 
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sometimes seeiningi y happens very suddenly from spasm of the glcttis, 
and where it is menaced from this cause tracheotomy may be per* 
formed, as suggested originally by Professor Physick. 

In the use of general remedies, we should be govi^ned by cir- 
cuinstances, resorting to venesection and evacuants of llie alimeiilaiy 
canal, or to stimulants andantispasmodics, tu- sedatives as indicated, 
alone, or united with calomel. Great cnibarrassinent has heretohvo 
been complained of in the administration of medicines, from tlie iii" 
abilft^f deglutition, or the intractable spirit of the patient. Put 
this^ liiay be readily overcome by the introduction of the (eso|)ha- 
gtu!^vtg||theter, through which medicines, drink and food, aie very 
ctHM^icntly poured into the stomach, as we witnessi^d in one case 
0^%^ disease. Nothing could exceed the apparent comtbit and 
refreshment which the patient experienced from broth, and parlicu 
laiiy cold water, with which she was supplied in this manner, 
throughout her illness. In the last few years we have heard mm h 
of the success of an experiment by Majemlie, in which a hu^e <|iian- 
water was injected into the veins, liut we do not conlidi' in il. 
ainighly improbable, and particularly since it i'aile<l in other haml>. ' 

We have now completed the consideration of this Milrieci, which, 
perhaps, has been treated more extensively than it claiim'd, from the 
uB^^tainty of our knowledge regarding it Put it is one of intense 
intere^st, in whatever view it may be contemplated — ami w e ileenu'd 
it Iq^^per to lay open the field, with the hnpi‘ that it ma\ le- 

ceiy^ some cultivation and ^SQfgg|i^nie^^ No wliero is the disoa^(', 
probably ot^morc frequent occurrence than in the I'nite*! States, ami 
tfaetimple opportunities atlbrded, wc will not «lespaii of seeinu 
it further elucidated by the well-directed investigations of soim» nl 


o4r practitioners. To determine correctly the pathology, ami to in 
dicatc with any certainty, the cure of hydropholiia, arc to w ijie awav 
a rep|:oach ^-our art, and to earn a reward as much more glotiou^ 
that! the-:'daki^ wrcatli awarded by the Itomaii Senate to a soldiei 
who saved an individual in battle, as the picscrvation of the Vwc^ oi 


thousands' is to that of one, or the triumphs of science compauMj 
a solitary achievement of military intrepidity or prow(‘.«^'^. 

a case of hydrophobra, by M. tia^^pard. m ulii< li nii in p r 
into the veins, so far from afronVing relief, rm)st niumft slK dirl in 
strcnglli, and exciting a chill and fever.— fo/. H 
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1. Vrrsuch timr Midirinisch-Chirurffischcn DInffnostik, in Tahdlenui ' Erkenni- 
ni\s nnd Utf/trscliridtuitr ihr inncm uml acussfrn fxrankticilfn, mlftels JVc- 
fn'iiciniuuhrstclliin^ (hr iihnlichcn Formcn, Von D. Kaiil CIustav. Schmalz, 
Aivlc niul l*li} slkus zu Konigshriick. [Dresden & Il-eipzig? folio, pp, J264. 
k'onrlli edition, eidiirgod and improved.] ^ \ * 

.7/1 nftnnpt nf Mnliad and Suri'iralJ)ta^j}o.si.’i, in Tahlcn; or Recognition and DU- 
'&l''tf7tln(dlnn df Intrrrwl and External JJiiiC(isc.% hy comparison of their rt 
firms. Hy CnAULi.s Cii stams ScmiALZ, M. D., &c. 

A gr(‘:i! dinioiiKy connected with the noble profession of 
corn cl discftmiiiAtion ljct\ve('ii diseased actions, since very many, notwi^h 
ing :i sinking ros»‘in!danrc of symploms, require treatment of directly opp 
cliaiarlcr. Jt has thcrefoie always been a desideratum, to ascertain the di^tu^ 
jjciMiliantirs, or pa//ni<(nonn/nic signs, jiroduced by various affections, jj jnd 
by coni r:\si log such ])ccnliuritics with others havings genei'al similaiity ofjuf^ 
pee t, \ot still unlike in order of occurrence, violence, duration, ‘&c. tOt dmS^C 
the praclllioiu r It) ileeldi' upon the true character of the case, - 

Ihil a ^e^y (fllli ivnt degree of importance was attached to diagnosis 
the rn)])irr ofth.it li.iseless fabric of verbiage, dignified by the sonOYil^ 
7/ewi/o»-//,- A sistein whicli teaches directly and by implication that dueatidtf'^^ 
actual eniliies, or hclngs producing their like by a seed, and as incapabK' ^ 
t li uigc of charaPtor, as any other beings in nature. Under the guidance of enf^ 
s\ stems, it was of the last consc«iucncc to (t^jermiuc the name of the dUe^ 
bi rause llic name implied the nature^ ftOt ^hc seat of the affectiQil, jjl 
tn'atment w'as to he directed against a peccant entity, lather than tO restored 
liealthv acllon of organs wliitdi had suffered no change but in their sehuhlfi 
producing tlislui hanct' and iiTcgularity in the performance of their fuQctioilB. 

'I’hc recorded e\j)erienec' of ancient medicine, supported by all the eiCpen'* 
mental resi arclii s of later days, g-oe.s incontcstibly to prove that diseases axe 
nuMa l} di‘'.irra\s ol' function proihiccd I)y tllsorder or disturbai^ce of healthy &C« 
tion, and c.unihie of lu'ing endlessly varied and modified acconJ^^rjtO'the 
llform inllnenccs of age, climate, temperament, nutrition, tcxt^S^&c, 
all the moihiiealions of action occurring in the animal economy, desig^nated 
diseases, result liom changes produced in the condition of the nervouit kndT^ 
c-ul.ir s\ sterns; in the first, evinced by degrees of irritation, and in the last, 
c(>nsc(|uences of the foregoing, of engorgement and infl]^]nmation. Hence^ tli^ 
physician who aims at an accurate diagnosis, endeavours to ascertain 
which dcteriiiiiie changt's in the ncrvcTu.s system, and the pecidiar 
ana) superiiuhu -d in iliirereiit textures and ofgam thereby, without DS 
citous to aggregati* rt^m])toms which arc designated by particular titles, 
mode c»f .stuihing his subject, his pathology will be convet alid"4ldvaiit3 
in proportion to tiu- e\tciisivcncss and accuracy of his ucquamtaAcc 
siology, and his diagnostics will lead him to a clear conccptioii of the t 
S„. V.— Nov. I8‘38. |'‘:01 
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or organs affected, according to his skill in detecting the aberration of functions 
from their normal conditions. It is truly a subject upon whicli the ivofcssioin 
may be congratulated, that the physiological study of pathology is steadily ami 
surely removing tlie rubbish of prejudices entailed upon it by j^catuaincrs and 
dogmatic systems, and that physicians at last, arc coi\dcsccn(ling to s^uly na- 
ture, instead of continuing to pin their faith upon the sleeve of Sauvages or 
Cullen. 

The work of Dr. Schmalz is very creditable to its author; notwithstanding Us 
having been drawn up too much under the influence of exploded iloctrines, it 
iny jM j | pdvantageousiy consulted Ijy the practitioner who can prolit by those 
Ivithout reference to theoretic views. I’lie author ;uTaiigcs in contras!.. 

§» morbid actions most liable to be confounded, in a tabular forin,'.ii.J 
iefly tljc symptoms believed to be chiu*aeterislic of each, bueli diserl- 
\Sf ho^^cr, sometimes appear rather verbal than real, more cs])ecially 
made to distinguish between diflcrent degrees of morbid ac' 
53^6 texture. The introductorj' observations of Dr. Sctimal/. arc in 
g^od judgment and correct general views of the ob jects of our pro- 
m, * A part of his introduction is occupied with an excellent .and perspl 
IS amount of auscultation and percussion as means of ilislingiiishlng diseasc.s 
and bears a very decided testimony in favour of tlu ir usefulness, 
doubted, except by those who are too indolent to derive udvan- 
ears. ^ 

We notice this work, however, more with a view of inviting attention to the 
than in reference to the absolute merit of J)r. Schmalz’s Irca- 
se on diagnostics, founded on a proper study and api)licalion of 
of general anatomy, and physiology to patliology, would be a 
value to students and practitioners. Such a work would cer- 
an ample preparation, both of reading and experience, the ruo^i 
scrupulous investigation, and gn^at intellectual resources. Yet, 
g the magnitude of the task, we feel persuaded that there are 
ders, some who arc competent, and might win a lastitjg renown 
m, wliich would entitle the author to the gratitiule Mul res])i cl 
oil, as well as of the community in general. J. 1>. G. 

ono un Coniagio\ Quistione Agitata rfai Mfdici Kurnpei 
del Cav. Dott. G. 1 ’ai.loni. Livorno, pp. 100. 8w). 

... 

! of those arts which exercises a most powerful influriice 

■ appiness ofthsi^uman race, it bccomc.s a question r)f the 
whether its pnjfl^ples are grounded on indisputable data, 
,;]^ble to change with every fluetualion of opinion. 

Alibat, notwithstanding the rapid advaiicc of tin* science, 
points, and those of extreme imj' stance, on wludi 
de diversity of 8*entimciit, even among the nu)sl learned of 
►n none more so than that of contagion, ]>articiilarlv .is ron- 
ever. A late writer has applied the ;(j)|)ropn.itc p!iia>.t; ot 
” to that portion of it, where cause's ofcti iits, ami motives 
cd and commLiitcd on, by wntcis li\ing ag* a alterward*. 
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witji an assumption of knowledge, scarcely, if ever possessed by tlie very par- 
ticipa^rs in llie scenes. We may apply the same phrase to the healing art with 
equal tryith, for wo liavc unfortunately too much of the romance of medicine, 
•tlfkigcdfas arc with false facts ami unsubstantial theories, which are the 
more; dangerous from many of them having emanated from those, w’ho, by their 
learning and lahmls, liavc invested them with so specious a gaj;., that it is al- 
most impossible to distinguish tli(‘ true from the false, the useful from the 
ll'orthloss, it may bo truly said of medicine, “que le vrai n'eat pas toujours 
iraiseinblablc.’* 

'I'lic docti inc of contagion from its extreme importance, has rcce^|||^nore 
attention, and caused m<irc acrimonious disputes, than any other porti^ of jpne- 
dlt .d .science, and not w ithslandiiig the luinibcr of \ohimes on the 
ready In fore tlie public, \vc are yearly presented with others on this| 
iiii \haustible topic. A manifest cliange however, may be obsejf^^int 
/minhcr of the adherents ofllic doctrine of contagion and their oppon^ ^ 
the lasL ('(^iluiy, few writers were to be found who were haM^^d 
f)ose tin* ])o]mlai opinion of the propagation and dissemination of 
In J oiilagioM, whereas they are now most numerous, and include iBAhy ^ 
most learned and distinguishe d of the profession. 

The w'ork, whose title stands at the head of thivnotice, is the prOclilctii^ of 
one of the most (-(dehraled ])h_\ sicians of lt:ily, and w^as drawn up as 
to rerlaiii ([uerii's addressed by the hoard of health of Marseilles tQ^^U^oflieg- 
Jiorn, on thc^iil)j( rt of (juaraMtine regulations. 

Dr. Pidloni is a firm belio^er in the doctrine of contagion, w® i 
ever, attt'inpt In this place to answ er any of his observations, but 
s<‘l\( s with presenting the questions as proposed, with a condensed ta 

.answt rs. * 

'I'lie questions .arc as follows: — 1. Are vessels arriving with cle^ 

Ilc:iIi1i but fi'om suspected purls, subjected to quarantine? 2. Aretbci^ 
purified, and in what iTuinncr^ 3 . Arc the interiors of vessels f\|] 
washed^ 4. What is the length of quarantine for men, and what ^ 

5. Wh.at f rccautions arc t;iken with regard to persons labounng<tS 
yidlow fc\er^ 6. What i.s the procedure with vessels, &c. hating 8US]| 
c lean hills of health^ 

Such arc the interrogatoric.s sulAniltcd . to the board of hetd^pf 
.and attempted tii bo answered by Dr. Psdloni, who is one 
1 m‘ does it rather by a disquisition on yellow fever, than 9 

rc])lies. ^ 

lie observes that it is impossible to en|dr on the consideratira 
tions, without taking a rapid view of tb^ doctrine of cpntiigion;\an(} 6f J 
ferent o]iinioiis entertained with regard to it, and juqt|!|fe |j^ plaih8‘ 
nfthe examination being conducted^in a calm and phulyTOjj iap al ] ^ 
mere scene of contention and anger disgraceful to the piofctMi^ 
proposition is, that the yellow fever is a.discase foreign to ] 
gi'iioijs in some parts of the West Indies,' fVom whence it aliNys.c'bp 
being introduced by persons or goods, and consequently lhsi|yr 
Tins he thinks he has established satisfactorily on the foll.^ 

I'hat it w.as never known in the McditciTancan por^ until ifitelf 
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cation with the West Indies, and particularly with the Antilles, had been rests - 
blished, and that it has always arisen from the arrival of persons or mc^ghaiidise 
from an infected port. 2. That those European ports whicli have chforced a 
rig^orous quarantine have escaped, and vice versa. That wli^tevcv may^'lio 
tlie local causes of infection, and whatever the degree of sickness iinluccd 
therefrom, the yellow fever has never appeared except in those ports in wliicli 
vessels from the AVest Indies have arrived. 

Hence, says he, we are warranted in s.a\ing*, “ tliat the >cllow fever, whirli 
yearly desolates most countries situated between, or near the tropics, hut espe- 
I Antilles, New Orleans, &c. is a peculiar contag-ious disease, wliicli 
be carried to other countries by means of persetns (ji* snoods, and there in- 
I identical epidemic. That the }ellow fever is :ilwa\3 etmtag-lous, but 
I equally communicable or destructive.” 
liidl sul^l^nces are cajiablc of retaining this contagion iinaltcTed and for 
\ of tilfie, if they arc in a confined situation ami not expose d to llie :i< - 
of the aip; of these substances the most .msctpfihlt of contagion arc featlu rs, 
cotton, &c. That a humid and warm atmosphere increases thi‘ dillijsion 
oTt&e disease, and cold moderates and destroys it. 

9r. Pallonl further suites, that numerous facts and expeiinients ha\ e con- 
vinced him that this contagion may be dissipated and dcstrowjl In o\Ngen oi 
fumigations with sulphur or chlorine. 

The abo'Ve are the most important views of our author on \eIlow finer, an<l 
we have given them without comment, leaving* our n adi in to draw tlu ir aw n 
conhlusiopa as t<j their correctness. To attempt to answiu* them, even brietli , 
requins more time and space than we can afford to the sultjeet. AVe ha\ r. 
be^n induced to notice the work from the celebrity of its author, and from iN 
presenting in a condensed form the strongest arguments that ha\e In en urgt d 
in frv'cw of the doctrine of contagion. 

iTiWthe sentiments entertained by Dr. Palloni, he of course, in his answ ers 
tp^the iquei^tions from the board of health of Alarseilli s, stnmglv Insists on tlie 
abjMute necessity for the strictest quarantine, and gi^ es the follow ing sketch f>t' 
"adopted at Leghorn. All vessels arriving at tliat poit fnxn llie An- 
any po^ of North America to the south of Cape Fi ar, during the suni- 
met season, or which may come from any othc r pr)rt in w liicli \ t How fi x er inav 
are subjected to quarantine as foul, '«ntl all passengers, he. arc detaine*! 
^ys di.scharge of the cargo, (If composed of snsvf j)tihh mate- 

lipi^'WhicH mitself detained thirty-five days, and cleansed and punru d in the 
]«^tto. This quarantine is lengthened if the crew, ivc. ha\c In i n s'n kl\, or 
I any person has died on board* ^Thc vessel is cleansed ami disiiifi<‘itd m 
[ part, the clothing of the c rew. See. washed and purified, tlx* ballast and 
ipid of the veas^ thoroughly washed; the vessel is also ancliojxd a[):(i‘1 
l>eps. * ^ 

VC, from the January number of the Journal (i ’leral de .Mc»le( Ine, 
TAcademy of Medicine of Paris, are not satisfied v\ it li exaeling (juar.m- 
eTs from suspected ports, Imt wish to extend its operation to those 
sc that country docs not carry her sanitary laws into full 

\ redacteur, Ur. Gendrin, cunchnh s a noti* with the fi>]I<jvv. 

^Agjlc^ible'llnajlii^ obsei^vatlons on quarantine laws in general 
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V Sanitary laws are necessary; precautions must be taken against the impor- 
fati'on*|l^f diseases from abi*oad, even if they should not he contag’ious. This ne- 
c’cssUy s the law and limit of all hc'»'ih laws. Many of those at present In opc- 
rution, in aW civiirzed countries, should be modified by the present state of 
knowledg*!*; it is to ameliorate them that our efforts should tend - ♦hey are ren- 
dered more efllcacioiis in making* them more perfect, whilst, at the same time, 
the)^ will be h-ss onerous, but the most important changes to be maac, arc strict 
•egulatioiis to be observed during the passage of vessels, contagion and infec- 
tion should not b(‘ permitted to be generated on board vessels, to be afterwards 
destro} ed in lazarettos. G. 

Memnirv J*hijiii(ih>jriqur sur If Cirvvau. I*ar M. MAOKvniE. Ludswlft]flce- 
aiiee IMibfKpie de rAcademlc Uoyale dt‘S Sciences, Ic 16 Juu^ 183^{^|%ro- 
cliure, Uo. pj). IT.] 

7'lie indVpens.ihle n-'f ( Ssity of constant submission to the canonS of qoUAd 
logic and indiu tion, is Ibreilily demonstrateil hy the lamentable instances 
of liallueinaiion maiiiresied liy eminent philosophers, when they forsake th^e- 
cui«‘ path ()f cvpeniiKMilal iii\ osligalion, and plunge into the bewildering mazes 
of eoiiji ctun*. Sueli, liowever, is the constitution Kf the human understanding, 
that as soon as an imjuirer after truth ceases to be the faithful ** minister and 
interpreti r oj' naluri ,” he begins to wander from his object, and quickly sub- 
stitute s '-ome “idol” of liis imagination, before which he falls down in an ec- 
si iey of egotism, and w orsliips with a fervour proportioned to its absuxdity* 
I'roin this madness, there is small hope that the individual can ever be recover- 
ed, his pride and s<'lf-lo\ e are kept too liigbl}^ excited and flattered by hiseflbgrts 
to fe.n i* all nature to submit to Ids speculations, or by his eagerness to proselyte 
lliose whose approbation may impart a temporary support. But, however hope- 
less ma} be the attempt to restore those thus grievously afflicted, it is an bbtfloufi 
duty to warn the unsuspicious tjflhe true nature ’of their doctrines, and to place 
in tim stronge-.l light the folly of such aberrations from that philosophy wluch 
is alone eapabh* of guiding to certain and beneficial conclusionQ. * t 

7'lie name of Mag*endi(' is familiar to students of physiology, and is associated 
w ith 1(K as of indefatigable imlustiy and extensive cxpcricMice. To a considera- 
l)le degia'i' of raslnicss, and a ratlicf* positive manner of deciding ficom experi- 
ments pt rformed under the influence of preconceptions, he i'ClD^ka- 

ble patience of researeh and dt liberate examination of the opinions of Others. 
Mis < lenu nt s of ])h\ siolog\ is a work wortliy of the era in which itwasprodde- 
(‘il. Sii))s('rpient to that publication, Mr. Magendie advanced in his experioMBiir 
t;d ciirei-r, w itli a tapidity and success which gradually detiachcd him from 
tiunper.iie course of induction, and finally led to the eXtetagant views whicli 
w e now find liim indulging in. llis first decided indication of vainid^^ of 
his own fanc\ , was tlie experiments hc made in London on thi^', fifth pw 
of nerves; there', in opposition to analogy, experience, and denionstta^^f 
he inh rred from entirely inadecpiate data, tliat the fifth pair was tho fer- 
clusive organ of sensatirm, ami that the olfactory, optic, were 
misiiMincd and misuiuU i\stood. Since that period W’C have regarded mii'iui 
lost to th'’ sober realiiies of science, and ha\e cveivrcccivcd his annunciatiott 
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of facts a scepticism only to be removed by demonstration. The mesnoir 
we arc now about to analyse, will prove that this course was not oiil;^, correct 
but indisjiensablc. ,* 

Before wc enter upon this unpleasant duty, wc deem it iiccos^ary to state, 
that nothing* but the high standing the aiitlior lias heretofore maintained, and 
the authoritative institution whence it emanates, could have induced us to be- 
stow so much attention upon tliis memoir; which is, in all respects, the most 
absurd production wc have been obliged to read in the discharge of our profoy- 
sional duty. 

Suet' writings, in general, arc treated by liis journal, with the neglectful si- 
lence their insignificance merits. It is only in rases where, the aiilliorlty of a 
7UI91M! miglit mislead the unwary, that wc condescend to notice hilly, which 
woi^' oUicrwisc awaken no deeper feeling than Jiit}', no strongvr emotion than 

coht^pt. 

It is known to most of oiii* readers lliat Mr. Magendle has heen for some lime 
engaged in investigating the nature and c[uantity of a fluid fomul willilii the 
spinal column and brain, which he was the first to declare a part of tin* healthy 
system, and not as previously supposed, a mere eonsectm nee of disease. 'J'hongli 
the existence of this fluid lias been generally admitted as a part of llie lu'althy 
living system, there are circumstances relative to it, whieli should alw a\ s he dis- 
tinctly remembered; that the briiin and spinal marrow are surnumded 1»\ s<‘rous 
membranes, whose office in other parts of the body we know to be the secre- 
tion of a halitus or vapour, ver}’’ readily condensible to a fluid li} cliange of tem- 
perature. The existence of this ccrebro-spinal fluid is only dc nioiistrable after 
death, or by opening the vertebral cavity of living animals; in the first instance, 
we know tliat not only the change of temperature, hut the accumulation de- 
pendent upon endosmosis and exosmosis, have taken place. 

In opening the vertebral cavity of a living animal, not only is the external 
air admitted, but the nervous system is more or less distiirhed, and the usual 
actions of the parts impaired' Wc arc at least certain, that the serous mem- 
branes in other parts of the body, do not, during life and health, pour fuit a 
fUiidl'yct after death, or in states of disease, a large quantity of flirid is found 
within them; all of these circumstances should at least be recollected when w'c 
admit the existence of such a fluid, as a healthy constituent of tlie body . The 
following is Mr. Magendie’s statement of thb quantity of this fluid, wliic h, at best, 
can but be regarded as approximative, since it is scarcely possible from indi- 
viduals, unequivocally dead of disease, to deduce the average rpiantltv poss(‘s^('d 
by persons enjoying “all their corporeal and intellectual faculties.’* 

an adult man of ordinary size^ and enjoying all bis moral and intellei tuaJ 
faculties, tlie quantity is about tliree ounces; females, all other clrnimstanres 
b^ng equal, have a larger quantity, which wc shall presently .sec, is not one of 
Che a4fftlltagC8 they pos.scss over us. Infold men this fluid is still more consi- 
den^t.it may even amount to six or seven ounces, but f cn the mental ami 
Ihcultics are much impaired. The place occupied by ibis fluid is worthy 
of remaitk; it forms around the brain and spinal inarrow^ a layer, \:irying in 
thicknels at dSffierent points; in the neck it is four or five lines; in the loins 
more than an inch; around the bra-fi, generally one or tw o lines, and In rertain 
^ascs and places nearly au inch.” 
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far, our author jirocccds rationally cnoug*!!, but to the latter pjtri of the 
preccd^ig statement, he asks whcUicr this be not a powerful objection to tlall’s 
.system, is the layer of fluid must ro'ider it impossible for the protuberances of 
‘the brain tQ. be marked on the surface of the skull, as tlie surface of the 
brain cannot exactly coiTcspond to the inner surface of the crp^'inm. But to 
this objection it may be answered, that the fact of the correspondence of tlic 
brain aiul skull has been a thousand times demonstrated, and can be proved in 
tbe same way at any moment. It remains, however, to he proved, that this fluid 
docs cover the brain. AVc now enter upon the extravajjanccs of this memoir, 
wflich will justify all we have said in commencing this notice. 

“Tlic study of llie fluid covering the brain, has led me to a singular andun- 
rxpcctetl fact relative to tlic volume of the brain. \Vc represent the voluipc of 
the brain as invariable, because we Uiink it exactly fills the capacity of th^ cra- 
nium, and wc do not sec our lieadsIRnaciatc or fatten like other parts Of 'the 
body; but nuthini^ is hss real. 1 have assured myself that the brain follows the 
olh<*r organs in relation to changes of volume. In all diseases of a certain du- 
ration, in which the body emaciates mudi, the brain undergoes an analogous 
diminution, .and tlie convalescent who supports himself with difficulty, and re- 
fers his del/ility to the almost complete disappearance of tlic muscles of his 
liiiibs, iiKiv, with tnpial propriety, attribute his mental feebleness to the diminu- 
tion of the volume of liis brain.”* 

Now, in the name of reason, wc inquire, whether such nonsense would 
not be sullicKMit to cover any but a great name with ridicule Every ana- 
tomist living lias dissected the brains of individuals who have died of pul- 
monary consumption, marasmus, inanition, and various other causes produc- 
ing exlnnie emaciation of body; and found such brains filling the cranium in 
tlie usual manner, and in no way participating in the emaciation of the body. 
Every m:in of observation is acquainted with instances of jicrsons reduced by 
disease to a state of extreme emaciation and debility, who have, nevertheless, 
exliibited force and activit> of mind, equal to tlfc highest intellectual Opera- 
tions. Ami ) ct we are told, in the face of all sorts of demoiistt'ation, tliat the 
brain waxei and wanes with the adipiisc and muscular systems, and this cei^- 
bro-spinal fluid, is destined to occupy its place as the brain diminishes! This, 
however, is only a foreta.ste of what our author can do. 

“ After having perceived the uses of the cercbro-spinal fluid, 1 wished to in- 
vestigate what influence it bad upon life, and consequently liad tO experiment 
upon animals in wliom this fluid is in smaller proportion. 

“ My first experiment was made u])cii an old and fierce fox, taken in a trap. 
Every time I made a small puncture in liis neck, he lost all his cercbro-spinal 
fluid; tlie cfi'ccl which followed \\.as exceedingly striking; the animal, so fero- 

* IffJtlK i-pnMir \\< ii-di fii’ii-iit,W(*iiii|;;lit,Miithpv:it:iilvntitjip',ritri-totliepro(luctioii 9 ofaomcortliC 
inmt n li Iii.iii it ]ii)i f<. :iiiil |iliil<isi)|)lii in, w ritUMi tin ir iiiitliiti's lalKJiircd under on extreme dcfptvoi 

i in.u i.itioii .iiiil (■ i-|if)i> a1 (li l)ilii\ . 'i'lii* cxtrL'nif rniuvialiun of ro/tmre ri'mnrkablc dufiiig tho 
tunc w Ik ii liiii In si wi.iks m iv pti'piiivd, mid varintH sinnlar instmires niiglitbe cited; one other, boar- 
< \ « r, \\ ill snflici , u hull is tli:it of the rcli br.'m il inigald Stervarf^ wliow’ last work, riiiished bill a Ifew 
hours In Imh Ins ilc.illi, nliirli wns pu r« ili il hj the i-Mn-nic of corpoi\':iI uavtiiig aiuI li chleiics*, per- 
lisipn e ^Fiihm inoic of \ iijoiii, i li (piiicc, pi i^picnif}, .nnl infi lli riii.*ilily, lhan any of tlic- compontions 
hi- pii p.-'K (I riming In'. >;MMirsi ili 1711 «■ of ph)«ira 1 In iilili. 1 li- we to Miv Magendic by his 

(III SI 'll nil innir, as t xliilnf un' tin- rcndilioii firiiis In.iiii, it xx uuld unposiiblD tu avoid bcUcviug 
to . accoidiiifr lo l>M o\x II duoli nil’, ti 1 x niiirli 1 nine isil« d’ 
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clous an i.nstaiit before, became immediately calm, no loiig’er attempted Uvlytc, 
nop made other movements. Seeing this, I had him untied, and left aliliberly 
in inv garden, but he lay down on the spot, and did not stir till the fiAlowlng 
morning, lie then attempted to move, and made several stcp.s with^’onsidcrahle 
firmnessj at the end of thirty-six hours he again attempted to hile and escape. 
[ tlien made a new puncture in his neck, and was convinced that his cephalo- 
spinal fluid was completely restored.” 

With what serious circumstantiality is this related, and liow rendily does thg 
author arrive at the desired conclusion! Let us examine the conditions of this 
experiment. Mr. Magcndic takes an old fox, ties him fast, tlu-usts an a\\l 
through his neck into the spinal cavity, and the animal lies down and becomes 
calm! Was not the awl thrust a little way into the spinal marrow ^ did not the 
animaiyo// down? was he not immediately in the c\i remit ies' My no 

mean^ says the author, nothing but tlic celKbro-spinal fluid escaped ! Although 
untied, the poor fox remains on the same spot all night, ami it was m>t untd 
thirty-six hours had elapsed that he began to make a few stf j)S; tlu A lie again 
became snappish — because liis ccrebro-spinal fluid was restored! How satis- 
factory the experiment! how satisfled the experimenter! 

Notwithstanding the exhaustion of our patienci-, we find still more fond for 
mirth and melancholy, as wfe advance. 

There are several cavities hollowed out in the centre of the brain, wln re 
probably some of the most secret mysteries of the neiaons and niti Ilf « tn.d s\ t 
tems take place. Can one believe that tiusc ca\itii s; so import. ini tor tin- phe- 
nomena which occur there, have been, ami .still are naineil, milrirhs or little 
hcUiesP Let us always add to tJie credit of modi. ru anatomi.sts, that tlie epithet 
came to us from the ancients, who were so fond of it, tluy placid it evi r\- 
whcrc. What we call chtst, they called lnU*f. The stomach was nothing l)ul 
a vtntrich or little belly. The hcuil ha.s still two ventricles, 'flu; hiain, donlil- 
Icss ofn account of its being the most noble, has no less than four nnfrirhs. i.*» it 
not time that this tri\ial denomination was expungi d from anatomic al langiiag'e 
Mr. Magendie acknowledges tliat there are covif/t.s in tin; brain, .iml tf^suoits 
tlijiir great impoilance from the occurrence of phcnoimiia, whirli Jw: sujipustJt 
to take place therein. Then, in a spirit of inisri prcscntatioii, as simple as it 
is ridiculous, he finds fault with the names given h\ the aiicleiits. A'ow, these 
names signifled, and still signify nothiijg biA n/rifif.s, and the terms ^ '/tt/v, /<;//>•, 
and their derivatives were applied to hollow' parts, or viscera generally, and 
for no other reason than their being or containing cavities. M'\\\ sln)uld m.t 
anatomi.sts coritinuc to designate the four cavities of the brain by words t xpn • 
sivc of tlieir condition without rcfcpencc to functions which are still iinknow n ' 
What should wc gain by ceasing u> call two cavities of the heart, vuitrii l« s' 
and what advantage liavc wc over the ancients, in i ailing tliat rfn w lil< b iln v 
called venier mediuit? We wish that we had .soiiM.tliing more cicjlitabh lo 
rcinej|&er of modern anatomists than merely not having fibiii tliese naim 
and hope, that as long as we remain ignorant of the uses of the ca^ltii s of tin* 
brain, we shall be contented to call them ventricles, lint wliat will be \ U^^ 
reader’s surpris^ to find our author, immediately after cnlogi/ing llie ancients, 
for their nomeilWtiire of othcT part- of the bnun! 

“The nomenclature of llic parU contained within the brain, olLrsa very ic 
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]na circumstance, and to which I wish first to call attention? many of these 

])arts h>vc names indicating* hydraulic uses: here it is an aqueduct , there a fun^ 
ucli HOW' a valcvy and even a bridge: n»<»st of these denominations descend from 
Toiijote time*^ they arc still used, but they are regarded as mere vestiges of an 
aiicii'iit system thrown into ruins by time and the progi-css of scir 

Here we liave Mr. Magcndic’s grand idol; he has broached the cerebro-spinal 
fluid, arul'Colttcled enoiigli of it to float himself to any point! This fluid is a 
^jlal fluid; its presence is necessary in the brain; and*AIr. Magendie has not only 
discov ered a w:iy for it to pass in and out of the ventricles, but he finds out that 
ih^ ancients were “ righle cunnynge wightes*' for their hydraulic nomenclature, 
whicli is so well suited to his hydraulic theory! 

“ In fact,” s:i} s ho, “ what is called the great valve of the cerebellum, fulfils, to 
:i ccrl.ain point, the office of valve. The aqueduct has really the function its 
name indicates, since it conveys the ccrcbro-spinal fluid from the fourth Tehtri- 
clc to tli<‘ third. TJie infundibulum or funnel conveys it as far as to the pitui- 
tary gl.iiid,*:uul finally tin* fnid^c is an arch placed transversely to the current 
of t lie liipiid, not ahtn'v, but behw it; to give a just idea, of which we may refer 
to the gigaiiilc tunnel now constructing under the Thames’^! 

Ihit v\e grow sick of such stuff, and must hasten to a conclusion; the re- 
niaindc v ol‘llu* memoir being filled with theories about as rational as the pre- 
ceding, .sn[)[mrlctl by oliscrvations ctpially profound. He regards the pineal 
glaiul as a ///uic destined to close and <ipcii the aqueduct of the brain; and ip or- 
di r h) C l) ibJe It to flo this, he discovers that it is moved by the pressure two 
large V tins, v\bieh, by tbeir swelling and diminution, govern the plug. The 
(piantitv of c(‘rcl)ro>spinal fluid, being in inverse proportion to the intellectual 
cm I'gy, he tbiuks tliat llioso who value themselves on finely formed foreheads, 
b.:d belter be stiro that this fluid be not too predominant, and they be found out 
ns fiiols 111 dfspiie of ibeir fine phrenologicid indications! 

Not^^ itbslaiuling all this nonsense, w'c have certainly met with much of 
it lu forc, anti especially in the VM’itiiigsof the aiintAmists, whose finely imagined 
llieone.s of anliiKil and vital spirits led them to the adoption of the hydraulic no- 
im nclature^ wlili h Mr. Magendie so much admires; proving for the thousandth 
lime the curnttness of the poet’s observation: — 

** Out (if till' (il<l III UU’H fi<t int 11 
( itiiM ill ill tills t\\ \\ ftinii fill y M ill >vrt’. 

Anil one tit nil! hookt s, in ^ihiiI taitli 

V oiiii ill 111 this m w SL'ieii tlmt juou lerc.'*— C/icrurfr, Assembly of Fowls, st. IV* 

In concluiliug', we cannot but lament tint a physiologist of on r author’s stand- 
ing, slioubl thus have rt liiiqui shed his proper rank, and lent the influence ofliis 
e\ain]ilc 1o a mode of theorising, at once rash, prejudicial to science, and inju- 
rious to the reputation of those who pursue it. To bestow due praise uponcx- 
t elleiice, is one of oul* most tlelightful offici's; hut on occasions like the pco^nt, 
it becomes an iinjicrativc tluty to censure without reserve: if we canHpt af- 
fert offenders against sound philosophy, we may at least awaken the serious at- 
tention of those who are liable to be misled by vicious examples. 

** nitt'i 1 I niin riliiiH, ineininiKiiio libi ntno liliiil, 

<tnt>il umi ilt ritli'i, «|aniii miocl i>ni1>:it ii -f/" 


X„. V.— Ndv. IHOh. 


.T. D. tJ. 
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pratique des Maladies de la Peau^ d^ajrrcs Ics Jin tears les plus dsUm^set 
surtout d'apres les Documens quiis^s dans la CUniqur dc^\. Lb Dr. Diet, Mr- 
dicin de rJIopiial Saint lAmis . Pap MM. A Cazevavk ct II. K. .Viikdei., Doc- 
tLMirs c*ii Mctlicine, aiir.iciis iiitL-rnrs »lc Pllopitiil Saint Louis, &r. See. J*:iris, 
1828, pp. 527, 8vo. 

It must be evident to tl*c most casual obser\ ci*, tliat medical science has as- 
suin^4^ more dig^niiied and philosopljical clmracti r witliiii the j)rcsent ceiitur\. 
liiste^of being* a mere record ol* c\ti*aoaliiiary casts, or ofiiiisouiid and vision- 
ary theories, it is now gToiiruled on the onl} principles tliat can give it staljility 
an4jendor it a blessing’ to mankind. This has arisen from tJie general spirit for 
phj^^telpgical and pathological research wliich has been so l)ap])ilv excited 
anm^thc profession; and for this we are in a great measure indebted to the 
Fri^£li school of medicine, and particularly to the iliii.strious Dichat. 

This improvement is strongly exeinplilied as regards culaneoui, all’cctions 
Medical men had long been in want of a practical treatise on the iliscast s of the 
skin, which whilst it gave the speculations and practical precepts of tlic ohh r 
writers, also treated of these disorders on ph\siologieal j)niiclples. ^\ itlilii tin- 
la#l two years several im^rtant works have appiart'd on tins .subji ct, both in 
£n||f£tid and France, among which mu^ l;e mentioned those at Kav (* 1 * aiul 
tho latest, and we belioe the best, is tliat who-e title we Iiave 
gftr4$h«t the head of this notice. 

^1 these authors have partially accomplished the object vvltli vvliicb tbc ir 
undertaken, tliat of discnlaiigliiig an important poi lion of iiicdie.d 
adl^ce, from the mass of absurdities and fuLe IIkojIcs under uhicb it bad .s<i 
lohf hiboured; we say partially, for although these tri atisi s an ov far the most 
practical and useful wc have met with, yet from tb<* m gleet, v\ liii b tlie di'*! asi s 
of skin have heretofore experienced, an almost inextricabb; r oiii'usiuii has 
n^l^ed-'among them. Thisnaaybe accounted for by the total waul of ela*.sllu i- 
tioit'iaid exact description .among the earlier writLi-s, and tlu dtfectlvc and vi- 
cious dlrisions adopted hy later autliors. 

•^o give some idea oftlic Cfuifusion vvliieJi lias arisen from tin* application of 
the same distinctive name to diseases that arc v\Iioll\ disMinilar, we lu i d onI\ 
instance leprosy. This term is applied l*#y sonu authors to a tubMcnlat* < nip 
tion, (elephantiasis of the (irceks,) In otlurs to a dise;isc of the sulx utaiu oll^ 
cellular tissUMn which the skin does not participatt* until llie disfinler ha^ < \- 
isted for some time, (elephantiasis oftlic Arul>s.) M hilst others again hy tins 
word, mean psoriasis, eczenui, liclien, &c. 

’‘’.JJefore entering on the consideration of the work of MM. ('a/k\a\k and 
wc will talge a rapid view of the labours of the authors who have pre- 

n. 

t who attempted to introduce ^ome order and precision in the study 
fieation of cutaneous disorders, was Mercurial i in KiJ.b lie <hvide<l 
tbitfe affections into two great classes as attacking tlu*. licad or l>ody: in tins 
plaudie was followed liy I'uruer in 17d6; these works contain some i-x-aet de- 
SOfiptions and'^Ailuablc practical remarks, but are in general inaccurate and ilc- 
fective. 



Bibliographical Notices^ 163 

^ next work of importance was that of I^orry in 1777, in which he has di- 
ligx^'jilJy collected all that had been j?ivcn on the subject by preceding authors, 
and endeavoured to refer them to * 1**1111110 heads, in this he was unsuccessful, 
Ivavini' rating added to, tlian diminished the confusion already existing^, his idea 
was that cutaneous diseases gencndly arose from morbid liumoii’*- latent in the 
system, w hich thus attempted to free itself; hence he divided tJiem into depu- 
ratory tUsflTffierrs, having a general or a local situation, those affections which he 
j^lJowed to be primarily scaled in the skin he also classed in the same manner. 

ltd/, whose work appeared in 1790, adopted another mode of arrangpe^nent, 
ill wliich be was followed by Derieii in 1804, and I. Franck in 1821; Ihll^Kras to 
divitle the* diseases into acute and chi*onic. This is perliaps more defective 
lliaii tluise of tlieir predecessors; as we must either admit with the latter authors 
that an enipfion of an aciili* form is wholly different from another 
the .saim* ap[iea ranees, but of a chronic nature, or* class tlie same 
different divisions according to its progress. 

In irs.f :ipj)e;uvii the ce I cl nated treatise of Plenck, which was followl^d in 
iro.S by lliat of W'illan, w liu lias in a great measure adopted the classificlli^n 
of ilu- former, particularly in his nine first classes, although they differ ihueh 
111 file subdivisions. . “ 


iMcnck wholly rejected all division of diseases according to the partsin w]| 
lin y occurred, and airanged them by their external cliaracters, but he ( 
ted a stningi* t rror in admitting as genuine diseases, those wduch we 
M (|url.». of ii^taminations. 

\> illan, aiul afterwards his pupil and friend Bateman, a8saiiuiig‘Plem£*i|>e- 
n i\d views, stabli’^lied a system wliich, although not free ftom erron^J^Mlji^-. 
f(‘c1s, presents a rare example of clearness, precision, Mad exacUtude^ 

\. orks ar< tof» will known to render it neccssai^ for us to notice them |>ar- 
tieidaily. ^ 

'flu* great and magniliccnl Ircalisc of Alibcrtmadc its appearance aboat;j£B06. 
'file author has ado[)ted with some modifications Ihc plan of arrang«ineiit|£^|lifO- 
pt«s( <l by .Mercuriali and rurner, that of making a kind of topogr|iphicid''<Byi' 
.siou of the, cut. Ill* ous alfcL'lions, these ai'e of course subdivided into spe^e's and 
\ aril lies. 'J'lie great ilt feet <if tlii.s classification is, that diseases of th4''-sXkfie 
ebaraeler arc with In sejiai-ated fn»iu their happening to have a dificrent termi- 


ii.dioti or appearance. • 

I'he ti-i ati.se of Raycr, in 18J5, i.s iniicli on the same plan of 's||;cangcment as 
lliosc of \\ illaii and Ifitt inan, but is far superior in the vnewii^ presents.iii 
pliNsioIogy .111(1 patliology, this author lias taken a moi'c comprehensive ground, 
:ui(l Ireal.s not only of iliseases of the skin, properly speaking, but also of altera 
lions of the ai>pciidages, or productions of this tissue, as well as of foreign bl>- 
ihcs obsersed on its surfaec, or within its substance, and of diseases, whiclb 
tboiigb at first unconnected with the skin, finally cause alterations in 

Jta} er\s w ork was followed by thaf of Flumbe, who assumes 
ground, diNiding .dl diseases of the skin into six classes. 1st. ** Those weases 
which obtain their disliiiguisliing characteristics from local peculiarities of tlic 
skin.” 2d. Diseases marked by chronic, inflaininatorv action of the vessels 
creting flic cuticle, producing niorbhl growth of the structure, and gcn^^^ly 
lejicndent on debility of s\ *, 10111 . ^d. Di.seascs exerting- a probably salutary 
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influence on the system originally produced by, and usually symptomatic ffi de- 
ranged digestive organs, and characterised by active inflammation. 4rti. 13is- 
eases of a mixed character, essentially dependent on inflammation, with which 
the constitution is not necessarily connected. 5th. Diseases dependent on dc- ’ 
bllitated or deranged states ol’ the system and consequent diminished tone of 
the vessels of the cutis. 6tli. Fungoid diseases of the cutis and cuticle. This 
mode of classifying diseases of the skin appears at first view to be a gival im- 
provement on those that preceded it, but on a closer examination it w ill h^* 
found that it cannot be earned into practice, but notwithstanding the de- 
fects of this part of Mr. Plumbe's book, it contains a mass of useful and practi- 
cal information. ^ 

The work of MM, Cazenave and Schedc! may be considered as emanat- 
ing from Dr. Biett, physician to the hospital of St. Louis, as it is founded on 
the vi^ws and practice he has adopted. 

The plan of classification is founded on that of Willan and Bateman, w ith 
some few modifications introduced by M. Biett, as follows: — 

Order 1. Exanthemata, including erythema, erysipelas, roseola, rubeola, 
scarlatina, urticaria. 

Order2. Vesicul*, including miliaria, varicella, eczema, herpes, psora. 
tMasS. Bullae, composed of pemphigus and rupia. 

Pustulae, comprehending variola, vaccina, ecthyma, impetigo, acnc, 

porrigo. 

5. Papulae, lichen, and prurigo. 

Squammae, including lepra, psoriasis, pytiriasis, Icthxosis. 

Tubercida, elephantiasis grscorum, molhisciim, frambxsia. 
tiMcr'B. Maculae, subdivided into discolorations, as bronze cobnir of s/iin, 
lendgo, naevt, and decolorations, as albinism and vitiligo. 

Bheases which cannot he included in any of the above orders. — 1. Lupus — 
S'j '^^|d9agra— 3. Syphiliticae--4. Purpura — 5. Filcphanliasis of the Arabs — (i. l)ls- 
aaill^'CiMie sebaceous folliclos — 7. Keloide. 

giving the general planof classification, our authors de'iignalc each of 
thm dirisiotis by a short but lucid definition. 

Wiif be seen by the above, that this work docs not include the w hole of 
the alterations of which the skin is susceptible, but is confined to tbo^o wlilcli 
are proper to this tissue, thus for instaiie<*, aiitlii*a\, phlegmon, foiining 
Rayer^s fifth'diinsion, are omitted as being affections of the cellular tissue, ul- 
though the snu is often implicated in advanced stages of tlie disease. It is 
what it purports to be, a practical abridgment on diseases of tlie skin. 

The authors have endeavoured as far us possible to give the svnonymes of 
diseases, and particularly thtue of Alibcrf, wherever they corresponded w itii 
divisions, or those of Willan; this is of essential service as affbriling a 
comparison. 

^ "ah the authors have pursued in treating of each disease is well arranged, 

, ,,, ^ descriptions of the symptoms are accurate and clear. 

' wfe can safely recommend this woi^ to the attention of practitioners as con- 
tahlitig much practical information, not only on the treatment, but also on tlie 
causes of CUtshtfOUS affections, and as being in fiict,thc best tn ati'jc on diseases 
of the skin, that has as yet appenred. K. K. f;. 
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5. %hsit6 dcs Maladivs den Enfans ncuveaux~ncs cl a la Mamellc, Paris^ 1828, 

pp. 654, 8to. avcc 10 planches, colorizes, 4to. Par C. Uillabd.' 

. . Jn this work, tlic author has passed in review almost all the possible afFcc- 
lioiis, that can well attack children during the period lie has specified. For 
tliis task he appears to have been well (pialificd from the position ’ ■'* held in 
“rHospla9»H'’i^s Fnfans-trouv^is de Paris,” and from tlic apparent zcal‘ witli 
which he has entered upon his task. The frecpicnt opportunities presented to 
him for examinations after death, rendered liim partirularly familiar with the 
pathology of most of tlie fatal complaints to which early infancy is liable, and 
which must necessarily contribute largely towards a better understanding of 
the diseases and ail^ctions of this period of life. 

His object in the present work, as he declares, is, to point out the charac- 
ter of symptoms belonging so the diseases of childreDy and to consider their 
relations w ith organic alterations; to detsul llie various appearances of the hu- 
man organ® in a state of health and that of disease; and to deduce the mode of 
tre atment, from tlic aiiaiomicul lesions they may liave sviffered from tills cause. 

Jle passes rapidly through the consideration of the development of the or- 
gans, and does not stop to notice all their vicious conformations, but confines 
himself to such only as give rise to symptoms, anj^ derange the various func- 
tions of new-born children during life. 

lie omits many of tlie ailcctions of cliildhood, such as fever, wotm% and the 
hmphalic dci^angcments; because he thinks none of tliese derangements arc 
>cry common during tlic ])criod of suckling. He has nevertheless bestowed at- 
tention n])()n no less than one Jiundred and fifty different diseases and aflec- 
tioiis, wiiicli lie considers as belonging to tlie period comprised between birth 
.uid weaning. • 

J'rom the multiplicity of the complaints he has considered, we cannot give 
even an ciiiiincralion of them; for this we must refer to the work itself; and we 
<lo tliis the more conlially, as we believe its perqsal will afibrd an ample re- 
ward for tlie trouble of doing so. To the student of mediciU jurisprudence, it 
will in inayy instances be liighly valuable, as he has detailed many novel and 
interesting facts upon scwral doubtful points, and especially upon the appear- 
ances of the child and umbilical cord after death. W. P. D. 

6. (jin^ral tP anatomic Comparce par J. F. Meckel, traduU de PAlkmand 
cf aau;ini ntc de notes. Par MM. Uiehtkh ct Alph. Saksox, Doetcur en Chi- 
nirgicii, do la Facultc de Paris, l^rccedc d’unelettre de Pauteur. V^ols. I. 
and 11. 8vo. Paris, 1828. 

The name of Mkckki., lias for some generations been consecrated to anatomy, 
nnil cntlnisiasm for Ibis science, appears to have descended with undlmiiushed 
furee to the author of the work before us. Since the publicatiQn of Cuvier's 
immortal I.essoi^^ of Comparative Anatomy, the researches of philbsopluc 
iii([iiirers, throughout the world, have augmented the mass of facts to a degree 
almost ineredlbre, and remlered it necessary tlial some one slumld attempt, 
what Meckid has performed. His design is to ]>rcscnt a complete view of tlie 
scn'iico, as it now exists, aiTaiiglng all the facts, and deducing all the princi- 
ples they support, thus extending to the utmost, <he lioundarics of general 
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physiological science, llic exccciling rapidity witli which discoveries and 
improvdments follow each other in comparative anatomy, cannot be better 
shown than by the fact, that in the short ]icriod wdiich elapsed between the 
publication of Meckel’s treatise, and its ti'anslation into the Frci^ch langnsge,- 
onoiigh was done to render larg(' additions necessary by tlic translators, 'fhey 
1 cry justly remark, that notwithstanding the completeness of Meckel’s treatise, 
it is only to be regarded as a w'ork of transition; because the scicuee is still far 
from the state of perfection, to wliich it must eventually attain. 

*‘To depict the charms of comparative anatomy,” says Meckel, “appears 1o 
me absolutely useless; they present themselves to every intellect, whose ciilti- 
vation has not been entirely neglected. As to the question of its utility, that 
is, of its influence upon other sciences, llie following sketch may sufllce. Pln- 
siology incontestibly could not exist without comparative anatomy, which fiir- 
iiisliea most of the notions by which it attempts to explain general or particular 
vital phenomena; 1 will gt) farther and say, that comparative anatomy is i‘\ ident ly 
but a part of physiology, in the most extended sense of that word. Compara- 
tive anatomy is not less interesting to zoology, of which it is actually a part ; if 
it be recollected that the object of zoology is the description of auimals, and 
that there is very little essential difference between the disposition «)f the v\- 
temal surface, and the internal organs it conceals. Then, since physiology and 
zoology should be familiar to an enlightened physician, (a proposition whic-h it 
would be. useless to prove to the tnie phy.sician, and superfluous to tlic .sla\<‘ of 
roiitine,) comparative anatomy tbecomes an integrant, and necessary part ol 
medical education.” 

The intention of a bibliographic notice, being merely that of announcing 
publications, and giving some general ideas of their ebaraeter, it is suflici< nt to 
state that Meckel’s treatise on comparative anuloinv is a faithful reeoj-d of th(‘ 
existing condition of this science, presenting a view of every modification of 
structure, from the simplest to the most complicated, and chs]d:iying every 
thing which can tlbow light upon tlic obscurest ])arts of iihy^'iology. I'vcry 
intelligent physician can .see at a glance how much such knowledge will aid 
him in tlie study of the human system, both in its pli) biological and pathologi- 
cal conditions, and wijl rejoice that so much has been done by mu* author, to 
render access to this invaluable department of science, cas\ . 

On a future occasion, in a more ample review of the condition ofnnatoinjf'Ml 
science, we shall revert to (he peculiar doctrines deduced by Meckel from Ivis 
observations on human and comparative anatomy. In tlic nu^an tinu* we (an 
conscientiously recommend his works at large, 1o the medical iaaidtr, who will 
find in them vast stores of knowledge beautifully arranged, and admirably c\- 
plained. J. 1). (k 



)~Chvrur^cdl Tramactiomy published hij the Medical and Chinn'^ical 
of London, VoL XIV, London, 1828, pp. 4fi;l, .ith live jdates. 


1%e Mescal and Chirnrglcal Society of J^ondon was foumh^l in the > ear 1 80.). 
Its object is to elevate tlic chai’artcr and dignit}' of the profesbion, and to pro- 
mote the advancement ofiiK’dical :ii»d surgical science, and in furlhcr.'iiire of this, 
the business of the society consists in the reading of communications, and the 
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intc^iianp^ of practical knowlcdg’c in the way of easy conversation, avcndiii)^ 
debate and disputation. 

To render tlic society us extensively useful as possible, a collection is made 
•of -the most intercstinij of the memoirs that are presented to it, and in 1809, a 
volume was published which constituted the first volume of the society’s trans- 
actions. Since llial period, thirteen volumes have appeared, (at ir gnlar in- 
tervals,) hich constitute a very valuable and interesting series of ficts and 

oi>servations. 

. 'I'lic fourteenth volume, which is just from the pres ., contains ten papers. 
'I’he first occii])ies nearly h.alf the volume, and is entitled ‘‘ Observations on the 
nature- and treatment of Krysipclas, illustrated by cases,” by William I.awrence, 
Ksij. K l{. S. ike. surgeon to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. This is the most in- 
teresting, erudite, :ind practically valuable memoir on erysipelas that we have 
met with, and we shall tlicrcforc present our readers with a very full notice of 
it. l\(>t\vlthstaiuling the frer|uency of erysipelas, and the numerous opportuni- 
ties tlierefiH-c atforded of ascertaining its nature and management, much difler- 
ciK i' of opinion prevails, especially in Great Britain, on these points. Some 
regard it as an allcction essentially inflammatorj% and adopt the antiphlogistic 
]ilan of treatment, ineliiding general and local bleeding, whilst others conceiv- 
ing that the part, the constitiition, or both, arc in agitate of debility, eitdeavour 
to remove this by tbe free use of stimulants and tonics, more especially by 
l>ark, aniinonia, and wine. Mr. Law rcncc belongs to the former, atld thcj^ob- 
je<-t of liis paper is to submit some of the facts upon which hiS >.opiiiioh is 
founded; and also to oiler some remarks, illustrated by cases, on the^t|$ehtni.ent- 
of plib gnionous < r} sipelas by incisions, a remedy he estimates very highly. 

By er^ sipelas, Mr. Lawre-nce understands ^‘inflammation of the skip either 
alone or in eonjiinelion willi that of the subjacent, adipose, or cellular tissue. 
“ Like otiu r inllaminations it varies in degree. When it affects the sitrface of 
llie skin, which is rcil, not sensibly swelled, soft, and without vesication, it is 

< :dled //-///Af-wif/. Simph’ trt/sipeiafi is a more violent cutaneous inflammation, 
a1t< nded with eirusion into the cellular substance, and generally with Vesjica- 
ilon; phliir^iumnns cr}/s}pclu^ is the highest d^e of the aftbetion, involving the 

< (‘lliilar and adipous ineinbrane as w’cll as* the .skin, and causing suppuration 
and mortiliealion of tin* former.” 

Mr. I gi\ es a a erv parlleular and^iccurale account of the appearances, symp- 
toms, aiul ellbcls of both degrees of erysipelas, (simple and phlegmonous,) and 
a consldt ration of which has led him irresistibly to the conclusion that the dis- 
ease IS iidlaniinatory. “ In its four leading characters,” says he, “ of redness, 
sw'cirnig, heat, and pain, and in its effects of eflusion, suppuration, and slough- 
ing, it agrees wntli w’liat is callt-d common or phlegmonous inflammation; while 
tile general disturbance, preceding ami accompanying the local affection, is 
olicn exactly alike in the two cases. Erysipelas then is raeXNely ft^.pidl^Mar 
modifieatiou of cutaneous or cutaneous and cellular inflammation. 
to class these according to their iiatiiriil affinities, we should place erysipelas 
between tbe ( xantlicinata and phlegmon. U is less diffused than the foHner, 
not so eircuinseribed as the latter. 'I'he exanthemata arc confined to the skfii; 
«*r\ si]n'Ias, allbets both skin and cellular structure, while phlegmon has its ori- 
ginal scat in the latter, the skin being sccond:u*ily involved. 
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Eiysiprlas and plileg'mon, diflcr not merely in Uie original scat or dcgcce oi 
the dislurbancc, but also in kind. Phlegmon is generally a more violent inflam- 
mation than erysipelas, but sloughing of the cellular substance is more frequent 
in the latter than in the former. The most striking and important distinction 
between the two aftections is that inflammation is confined to one spot in phleg- 
mon, and is distinctly circumscribed in its scat, while it is diflused in erysipe- 
las, and spreads witliout limit, owing to the substance called cosgUtiible lymph 
being effused around the inflamed part in the former, and forming a boundivy 
between it and the sound portion, wliile in the latter the eflusion is serous, henep, 
when matter is formed, it is not confined to one spot, but becomes extensively dif- 
fused in the cellular tissue. Mr. L. does not agi*ce with those wlio regard er\ si- 
pelas as a distinct species of inflammation, and capable, in that char.ictcr, of af- 
fecting various parts of the body, as the con junctiva, mouth and fauces; the re- 
spiratory and alimentary mucous surfaces; the serous membranes in the licad, 
chest, and abdomen; and the brain, abdominal and thoracic viscera. 

In a natural nosology, Mr. L. thinks erysipelas would be classcti among in- 
flammations of tile skin and cellular texture, and would follow crytbenia. tf) 
which he would refer slight, superficial, and partial inflammation, ^^llholil vesi- 
cation, generally without swelling or fever. Erysipelas, Mr. !>. would drfine 
** spreading inflammation , of a considerable port ion of the skin, with difliisc 
redness and swelling, sometimes preceded, and geiicTally accompanied by fever, 
and of this he makes three species. 

•‘1. EbtsipeIiAs SIMPLEX; superficial spreading inflammation of the skin, with 
•bright scarlet or rosy redness, and soft tumefaction of the part, gciuTally with 
vesications and fever. 

“Synonyma. — True or genuine erysipelas. — K. exanihemuticuia or vtrui/fn 
(Rust, of eiy sipelas of the face.) 

“Varieties. — JicuUim^ chronicum; ptriodimmj hahit-uaJr; ptr.sttms or ft aim. 
amhulans or erratieum; saltans or vohtliriiniy (disappearing from its original seal, 
.and re-appearing' in a distant.part;) miHnrrj rebienJosum^ ImlloMnn^ jihlyriauHh s; 
idiopatMeunii iraufnaficitm,.*iympulJieiinitNy or symptomah* fy/,/, , Lcabfricuni. 

“2. E. ClinsMATous; the swollUhi part?* dark red, and jilUlng on |irc s‘*ni(‘. 

“3. E. Piileomonmisi m; acute inflammation of the skin and cLllular texture, 
with firm, general, and deep red swelling of the aifeeleii j)arl, ending <piiekly 
in suppuration and sloughing. ^ 

“Synonyma. — Diffuse cellular inflammntiimy {V/avW.) fn/Ifn/wiathin ttf I hr 
ceUukar texture^ (Arnott.) Diffuse phlegmfmy (llai'on l)ii|)ujtren.) il. .^/nirinm 
or paeudii’Cri/sipelas, (Hust.) Fhlegman fr}jnipti(itu.\iis'' 

The causes of erysipelas Mr. L. consulcrs tlie same as tliose of other in 
flammations. “ The habitual c x itement of the vascular system, or the Ion;;- 
coiltiiiued disturbance of the stomach, alimentary' canal, and Ji\cr, ronsecjm iit 
on lllteinperance and excess, lay the foundation of inflammation generall), and 
it dhjiMjlEMis on individual peculiarity, or on local causes, w’*clher tin; hkln or 
od$j|il^|(flrts shall be the .seat of di:>casc. In most cases of erysipc las the biliary 
anMnU^e system are more or less actively disordered, such disorder aiijie.ar 
ing somi^ines to produce the cutatieous aftection, sometimes to be exeiletl s} m- 
pathetically by it. Hence Desault established the denomi nation of hitimis in 
contradistinction to phkgrtwnous er\sipelus: on wliicb di\ ision it :nay be obscrv- 



169 


Bibliographical Notices, 

t 

oj yiat the symptoms calletl bilious are commonly found also in the phlegpno- 
nous cases. 

“AVlifeii it arises from internal causes, that is, when its appearance depends 
•on. Ijie previous existence of disorder in another org-an, it is called sympathetic 
or symptomatic^ C secondary^ mmenstialc, deuteropathicinn.J But, in a large pro- 
portion of cases, it is directly excited by external causes immediately acting on 
the part,^iid k is then called idiopathic^* ('primary, protopathicum. J Thus it 
is caused by cxl^rnal irritants of all kinds; by lieat or cold, by blisters, -issues, 
s^ctons, caustics, or otlicr acrid matters applied to the sk n; by wounds, punc- 
tiwes, bruises, surgical operations, and all kinds of injury, ('traumatic E.J 
Neglect of previous preparation, inattention to diet, continued exercise of 
the all’i-ctcd part, and an imprudent degree of general exertion, are frequent 
causes tif erysipelas after ()])cratioiis and wounds, and in the course of ulcers and 
other local allections, as are also injudicious modes of dressing, as irritating 
l)lastcrs, aheatingload of dressings, and tight bandaging; in the latter instances, 
light ap])Vi^atlons and keeping the part cool are simple but eflectual preyen- 
tiycs. 'J'hc most frequent source, how'cvcr, of this affection, after accidents or 
operations, is indulgence in animal food, or fermented liquors. 

Simple erysipelas is iiMially of tlic sympathetic kind, arising from internal 
causes, jiarticularly from disorder of the primx viic^r liver: hence the epithets 
t/ftion.s and i^astnr. As these causes are more or less permanent, they may 
produce repealed allaeks of the disease, or render it of long duration: hence 
tlic e\prcssiofts oi' p( ritHiir, cl/nmir, and habitual erysipelas. 

'J'iie oc(nin*ene(* of eiy sijiclas of the face, Mr. T.. thinks, but witliout sufficient 
e\idt‘nee, may be traced, in some instance's, to contagion. 

“ rideginonous erysi]n las is more commonly idiopathic; it supervenes on the 
wound of M iifsi etion, on in juries of the suju rficial bcirsx, as those of the pa- 
tella and olecranon, on incised and lacerated wounds, and compound fractures. 
\n inllamed state of ulcers, cspcci:dly in the lower extremities, is a common 
cause t»f it. 'riiis frcquentlv' comes on when large ulcers or extensive wounds 
arc liealing r.ipidl\, in pi rMins confined to beil and allowed a full diet of meat 
and beer. It has often been jirodueed by wounds received in dissection/* 

As i-rysipelas resembles oilier inflaTimuitions, in its causes, symptoms, and 
elVecI'', so j1 imi'^t lie ti’ealed on the same ])rinelples. \ c-ncsection, local bleed- 
ing, purging, and low dii-i, su e the#first ine.isurcs, to which saline and diapho- 
retic medieines may afterwards In: :idded. 'I'lie earlier, according to Mr. I4. 
these measures :ue employed tiie better; vigorous treatment in the bc^nning 
will often cut the attack sliort, and prevent the disease from spreading beyond 
its original scat. Mr. I.. does not, however, recommend that measures equally 
aeti\e, and in particular, that lilceding, w hethcr general or local, should be em- 
ployed in all rases. “ In young persons, in the robust, and those of full habit, 
in inst.'inrcs whi're the pulse is full and strong, or when there is head-ache or 
white iong-ue, in cry .sipi'las of the lu%d attended w’ith symptoms denoting affec- 
tion of the' sciisonum, and more especially in the very beginning of tlie affec- 
tion, venesection w ill he proper, anil it may he ncccss.ary^ to bleed largely, to 
n-peat the evaeiialion, or to follow \enebection by local abstraction of blood. 


* l lic-M’ ti'iius, 1) , niv titi'il iiimn wntt’iii m tin' oppomt* fc«*nso». 

• No. V. — No\. is-:s. [-’‘’j 
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Under such cirrumslaiiccs, the otlicr parts of the anti})h1opstlc plan mu!\t he 
also employed, tliat is, the aliineiitary canal should he cleared hy an active pur- 
gative, which may be followed by salines and antimonials, Avith the occasional 
use of milder aperients; and low diet should be enjoined. Nothing can be rpore 
different from such a ease tliaii that of an elderly ])crsoii with a small and feeble 
pulse, in the advanced stai^’C of the disease- Th<‘ interval between these ex- 
tremes is filled by nuiiierovis gradations recpiiring corresponding^ modifications 
of treatment. 'I'he antipldogistic plan itself embraces a wide range in point of 
degree, from blood-letting, local and general, with purging, vomiting, the free 
use of mercury and antimony, and low diet, to the exhibition of a mild aperient 
with some saline medicine. 'Die treatment of er\sipelas, like that of any other 
inflammation, must he modified according to the age, constitution, and previous 
health and habits of the patient, and the period of the complaint. In asserting 
generally that the antiphlogistic treatment is proper, I s])cak of the beginning 
of the disease, when the original and proper character of the affection is appa- 
rent; and I am decidedly of opinion that in some shape or degree, -oUch treat- 
ment will always be beneficial in that stage. In many instances active anti- 
phlogistic measures arc of the greatest service in lessening the severity, both of 
the local and general symptoms. In others the administration of calomel with 
aperients, and of diaphoretics with low diet, will be sufiieient. When the affec- 
tion occurs in old and debilitated subjects, the powers of life arc soon seriously 
impaired, and our efforts must be directed rather towards supporting them, 
than combating the local affection. I have often seen sncli patients labouring 
under eiysipelas of the face in its advanced stage, with rapid and feeble pulse, 
dry and brown tongue, recovered, under eircuinstances apparently desperate, 
by the free use of bark and wine.*^ 

Local bleeding is suffleient in the milder cases of erysipelas, and is often ne- 
cessary in the more severe ones, as an auxiliary measure. It may he accom- 
plished either by cupping or leeches. The former, where practicalde, is the 
most efficacious: a great objection to it arises from the painful stale of the in- 
flamed skin. 

Mr. L. adduces a host of authorities in favour of the antipliiogistlv treatment 
of erysipelas, we need not notice these; the experience of every one we believe 
in this country, is in favour of the practice. 

After the inflammation has been arrested by the antiphlogistic measures, the 
patient is usually reduced in strength, and medical practitioners in general are 
then anxious to begin the strengthening plan; they seem, says onr author, 
•‘to have the fear of debility constantly before their eyes, and lose no time in 
directing the employment of bark, and recommending animal food with beer or 
wine. In this way relapses are I’-ccpicntly produced; the inflammation and fever 
are renewed, further local miidiicf is caused, and recovery is rctard( d. WJicii 
indeed the redness and swelling of the part are gone, when the pulse is rpiict, 
ai^'the tongue clean, that is, when the pAtient is well, there can he no gi*eat 
to the bark. The natural powers of the system (quickly restore its 
atrel^g^sWhen the disease has been stopped by active treatment; in such cases 
strengtHining medicine and regimen are not recpiircd. In others they must he 
used with the greatest caution. Sometimes they arc at once obviously in jurious; 
in others they do good at first, but soon cause a return of the complaint if per- 
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sevci*e(l in. It is safest, therefore, to leave them off as soon as the state of the 
pulse, or of the other symptoms, which have indicated their employment is 
chang^ed. The siibcarbonatc of ammonia is the best medicine in those cases, 
which we^doubt whellicr stimuli should be employed or not. It may be g-iven 
without any risk of reproducing* inflammation, while in most cases it is decidedly 
advantag’coiis. Vive, six, or eight grains may be administered in . draught, 
every thsee, four, or six hours,” 

^ iVext to the ^latilc alkali comes the bark, and our author considers the sul- 
jihate of quinine as the most eligible preparation; wiiu , he says, is sometimes 
necessary, but it should be used very sparingly, and discontinued as soon as tl)c 
necessity has ceased. 

Our. author thinks that general experience has determined that local appli- 
c.'itions possess but little efficacy; they relievo, however, he says, the patient’s 
feelings, if they do not contribute greatly to stop the disease. “In the com- 
mcncomi‘nt, and licforc the inflammation is f\dly developed, cold applications 
are very agreeable by lessening the sharp burning heat of the skin. If their 
use is preceded and accompanied by a proper plan of treatment, there is no 
fear that the diminution of the external affection will cause inflammation of any 
internal jiart. Warm applications, more especially fomentations, are very sooth- 
ing when the inflammation is developed. 'Vo derive the full benefit from them, 
they should be used steadily for hours together, and the part may be covered 
with a warm bread and water poultice in the intervals of fomenting. 

Our aiithorsays nothing of the employment of the mercurial ointment, or of 
the solution of corrosive sublimate, as applications to the inflamed parts, and 
whicli Iiavc been used in this country witli considerable advantage. 

Mr. I^awrcnce cpiotcs the high authority of Dupuytren in favour of the appli- 
cation of blistffi-s to the inflamed surface; Ku}cr, however, disapproves of their 
use, and llochc and Sanson speak of the practice in a manner which is not cal- 
culated to recoimncnd it. Our .author’s experience in the use of blisters seems 
very limited; he has used them, be says, “ tlirce^or four limes in simple erysi- 
pelas of llic i-\trciTiitics, applying the blister on the bouiulary of the inflamed 
aiul sound parts, so as to cover an equal portion of each. The inflammation 
stop])c<l in these Instanees; but as other means ^^ere employed at the same time, 

I could not di'tcrmine how iniieh of the benefit was iliie to llie blister, which, 
bowc\cr, ilid not cause su|)piiratioi» luir any other unpleasant effect.” 

Mr. r-utebinson once ri()|)licd a blister coinpleteK round the arm, some little 
distance above the line of demarcation, and it seemed to stop the progress of 
the disease, for the intlaniination did not extend above the blister. 

■J'he utility of compression by means of bandage.s, as recommciulcd by MM. 
Ilretonncaii and \ cl|)can, Mr. J.. thinks doubtful, and be says it is b}*^ no means 
free from danger. In the cases in wbicli he has seen it employeil, it appeared 
t<» be productive of ill, if not fatal consequences. 

In the treatment of plilegmonou.s Erysipelas, oiir author recommends in tlic 
<*arly stage, vcncsi ctioii, and the application of leeches in large numbers to the 
inflamed part, together with the antiphlogistic treatment generally, in oixler to 
prevent the fidl development of the allcction. The bleeding of the lecch-bites 
should 1)0 encouraged by warm fomentations, and cohl lotions may be after- 
wards applied to the ])arl: when, how'cvcr, the inflammation is more advanced, 
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the latter must be exchan^j^ed for fomentations and poultices. After the boyrels 
have been evacuated, calomel and antimony may be freely administered, accom- 
panied with saline medicines. The local abstraction of blood is morc^ service- 
able than venesection, the latter, therefore, may be reserved for J he instances 
in which the patient is young and plethoric, the pulse full and strong, or the 
head much affected. 

If the disease is not cut short in its c.-irliest stage by this kin^ of treatment, 
or if the case is not seen till the inflammation is fully cstablishf:d, perseverance 
in direct depletion, Mr. L. thinks is of little avail in checking its further pro- 
gress. The inflammation,” he s.ays, “will now pursue its course, both in the 
cellular membrane and skin, in spite of bleeding, whether general or locals 
suppuration and sloughing speedily supervene, and these destructive processes 
soon extend over a large portion of a limb. 

The most powerful means of arresting the complaint,” adds our author, 
is by making incisions through the inflamed skin and the subjacent adipous and 
cellular textures, which are the seat of disease. I'hcse incisions a>j followed 
very quickly, and sometimes almost instantaneously, by relief and cessation of 
the pain and tension; and this alleviation of the local suffering is accompanied 
by a corresponding interruption of the inflammation, whether it Idc in the stage 
of effusion, or in the more advanced period of suppuration and sloughing. Tlic 
redness of the skin is visibly diminished during the flow of l)Iood from the in- 
cisions; in twenty-four hours it has usually disappeared, and the skin itself is 
found wrinkled from the diminution of the general inflammatory tension. The 
immediate relief, although very desirable to tlie patient, is, howc\er, of less 
consequence than the decided influence of the practice in preventing the further 
progress of the disorder; and this impoilant result has never failed to occur, 
within my experience, when the case has been a proper one foi the practice, 
and the state of the patient has admitted of its being fairly tried. 

^*Thc treatment by incisions is suited to various stages of the complaint; hut 
it is employed to greatest advantage at the beginning, since it prevents the 
further extension of inflammation, and the occurrence of sup]^uration ami slougli- 
ing. The redness and swelling gradually subside; tlie surface of tlie cut gra- 
nulates, and it heals rapidly. At a more advanced period, (lie incisions limit 
the extent of suppuration and gangrene; and at a still later tiiiu*, they afford 
the readiest outlet for matter and sloughs, • ud facilitate the commencement and 
progress of granulation and cicatrization. AVheii tlie matter has been fully dis- 
chaigcd, and the sloughs, whether of the skin or cellular membrane, have se- 
parated, a healthy granulating surface is lefi, and no great difliciilty is o\])eri- 
enced in effecting cicatrization, unless the destruction of the skin sliould ha\e 
been very extensive, when the cicatrix forms slowly, and is liable to give* way 
again.” 

Mr. L. wishes it to be understood that he docs not advise iiicisjc)ns in crysipo- 
laa generally, but that he confines their employment to cases of the ))h1egmf)iious 
cannot, however,” he says, “determine our ucatineiit merely by 
refeimice to the name of the aflection. Diseases appear quite ilistinct in noso- 
logies, but we find them shaded off and so blended in nature, that it is frctpieiitly 
very MUeult to mark out their Inumdaries. 

When erysipelas attacks the fac-, it is not, according to Mr. L. attended with 
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lliat serious inflammation of the subcutaneous structures which requires inci- 
sions. TJie abundant cellular structure of the eyelids, however, not unfre- 
quently«becomcs the seat of more severe inflammation, proceeding to suppura- 
• .tioq and sloqgliing, and cvenftausing paicial mortification of the skin, and here 
incision may be advantageously resorted to. 

“We may have in the scalp,” says our author, “ cither simple cr,. ^’pelas af- 
iectingJJie skm, and the texture exterior to the aponeurosis, or a form of the 
complaint, whimi may be called phlegmonous, in which the cellular tissue under 
the a])oneui'osis is inflamed. Tlic former is to be treate 1 by the ordinary anti- 
|)4i1ogistic means. In the latter there is at fit's! a soft but considerable sw'clling, 
with sliglit discolouration of the integuments, whicli pit on pressure. Suppu- 
ration and sloug-hin^ soon come on, with great disturbance of the head, and 
violent fever; and these destructive processes spread over the whole head. 
Tlu; skin inflames and ulcerates at various points, giving issue to matter and 
sloughs, lly having recourse to incisions at an early period, W'e prevent the pro- 
gress of tl»s very serious afl’cetion, and the same proceeding is necessary at a 
more advanceil stage, either to limit the suppurative and sloughing processes 
or to provide a discharge for matter and large masses of dead cellular mem- 
brane. 'J’lie adv antage, or rather the necessity of incisions in this affection, will 
be rei\dered obvious by a consideration of the local peculiarities, and does not 
rccjuire further exj)laJiation. 

“'flic limbs, especially the lower, arc the most frequent scat of tlie affection, 
which is at Ictist very uncommon in the trunk. After the incisions have been 
made, the part may be covered vv ith vv'arin fomentation cloths until the bleeding 
has ceased, when a warm biva<l poultice may be applied. If discharge does not 
soon lake place from the wound, it should be dressed, under the poultice, with 
lint thickly sfTi’ead with the }ellow basllicoii ointment, or with some other sti- 
mulant. Wlieii .suj)puratioji lias already occurred, the matter finds a free dis- 
charge at the incision: large portions of the cellular membrane often slough, 
and come away witli co])ious discharges of mattei^ and it is sometimes necessary 
to extend the incision, in order t(» promote their se])aralion. When this is at 
an end, and more parlicularly when the skin has lieen exleiudvcly tletached by 
sloughing of the cellular meinbraiie, pressure by bandage isver}^ serviceable in 
promoting tlie. liealing pr()e«.s.s. 

“ 'fhe iiieisioiis, when jn:ule dur’^ig the existence of active inflammation, aiv 
followed by profu.sc Idet ding l)olh from arteries and veins, which probably has 
an imimrlant share in tu rLsling the inlUimmatorv disturbance. The benefit, 
liowever, cannot bo vv holly aserihi-d to this cause, for it takes place even when 
the loss of blood IS nuich les*.; and it is so immediate, that we cannot refer it to 
the sup|)urali\ e process which aflerw:uds occurs in the surface of the wound 
'J’he re lief has been ascriheil to the ri inoval of that tension which always exists 
in a gix ater or less degree; wi* ohsorvi-, inileeil, lliat the edges of the wound 
usually gape asunder, and that the surrounding skin not only loses its deep red 
colour, hut soon he<-()ines vv l inkled on the surface; two ch.anges which suffici- 
i'litly explain the great and sudden benefit usually ju’oduced by the incisions, 
'fhe clrciiinslaiiee »)fthe blood being directly taken from the inflaineil part may 
account for its having an efleci in les.se ning the inflammalion, w hich vv ould not 
he producc<l by taking a much larger fpiaiilily from the .arm; and it will pro- 
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bably explain another fact, viz. that a very considerable bleeding^ in this way is 
not only 'safe, but advaiitug’eous, when the circulation is so much reduced that 
general bleeding would be altogether inadmissible.'* 

As the free bleeding from the incisions is oflten of great adviyitagc in, re. 
lieving the overloaded vessels, and an*csting the inflammation, it need not be 
checked so long as the pulse is unaflected l)y tlic loss of blood. Jlut the great 
extent to wliich the lixinorrliage may proceed renders it ncce,ssarya^.that wv 
should act very cautiously, especially in elderly persons, or in those whose 
strength is already impaired by the disease or previous treatment. 'I’lie patient 
should be closely watched by the surgeon in such cases, until the bleeding luis 
ceased.* Should it become necessary to stop the further loss of blood, this may 
be readily accomplished by tying any bleeding vessels, by placing the limb in 
an elevated position, or by pressure.” 

Mr. Hutchinson, who has introduced the practice of incisions in plilcgmoiious 
erysipelas, recommends that these should be made about an inch anil ii half in 
length, from two to four inches apart, and varied in nuinher fiiiii four to 
eighteen, according to the extent of surface tlie disease occu])ics. Since, says 
Mr. L. this multiplicity of cuts must he painful .‘inil alarming, it is iinporlaiU 
to know, as I have found by repeated experience, that a single incision esn-ied 
through the middle of the '^nflatned part, in a direction parallel to the long axis 
of the limb is quite sufficient. 1 have seen severe phlegmonous crysi[)i*las of 
the entire leg and thigh, when the aspect of the limb from enormous swelling, 
general redness, and vesication, was really appalling, snspcmleil ni the most de- 
cisive manner by a single incision along tlie middle of the calf. .\lr. Ciuthrief 
has found that one or two long incisions accomplish every useful purpose, and 
has tlierefore adopted that plan. As the numerous short cuts, or the single 
longer incision will equally answer the end, the selection may be left in each 
case to the patient or the surgeon. The incision should divide the skin and 
the cellular texture down totlic fascia; it is not necessary to penetrate ihc latter. 
A double-edged bistoury is tlje most convenient instrument for the purpose.” 

Thirty-bix cases arc appended to illustrate the dittcrent forms and modes ol' 
treatment of tliis disease. These do not admit of condensation withiij any limits 
that we can afford. But they should be attentively perused, since they fur- 
nished the evidence on ^\hich Mr. J.awrencc founds his views and jiracticc. 

Two cases of inflammation of the cellular tissue are also gi\en to show the 
difference between that affection and phlegmonous erysipelas. 

The second ai'ticle is on the treatment of erysipelas by numerous punchires 
on the afl’ected part, by |{. Dobson, M. 1). physician to the Itoyal IIo.s[)il:il a1 
Greenwich. Dr. Dobson employs punctures in all the \ariclies of i r\ si|)elas; 
he makes from ten to fifty pup 'iircs, to the depth of from two to four-tenths 
of an inch. He repeats the pum lures mostly twice a day, aiul often in h.aj^ i-ases 
three or four times in the twenty-four hours. In several hniulred cases in 
which he has employed it, he has never sben any had coii«c(juence result from 
it. He uses “these punctures in any part of tlie scalp, or face, body, or ex- 
tremities, and never more freely than about the eyelids, and I have often found 

* Death has icniltrd fmm a iKifh'rt of itiii I'aiitioii. 
tOn Oun^shot Woiinflu, 'I hii-d Kclitinn, j». 108 . 
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a pj^tient with botli eyes closed, which by freely puncturing he has been able 
to open in a few minutes; and what will be found not less true, than it' may ap- 
pear siifprising, these punctures mostly heal in a few hours, and never entail 
'•any.materiakmarks upon the patient!” 

>Vlicre puncturing has been practised from the first ap])cai‘ancG of the disease, 
Mr. 1). says tliat suppuration rarely takes place, and that it always .iiminishes 
^ l e of <4^at result, even in those cases which have existed for sor>e days 

Jjefore it has been resorted to; but when matter docs form under the skin, he 
lets it out without delay, but he thinks the integuments je more preserved by 
ntiiking several small openings, than by one large incision, and that tlie matter 
is quite as well evac\iatcd- The adjuvants he uses are in the first place a 
brisk ciithuilic of extract of colocyiith, scammony, and calomel; he then pi'escribes 
the following mixture, which, while it kec])S up the free evacuation of the 
bowels, acts cordially upon the stomach. IJ. Mistur. camphor, f^iij. — liq. am- 
nion. acet. — tinctiirie rhoci aii f ^iss. M. — Sumat cochlearia duo larga 3ti^ vel 
4ta quaquC hora. lie also employs a lotion composed as follows, viz. IJ. liq. am- 
mon, acet. oss. — sp. camphor, f.^j.- — aqua: pura: f.^vij. M. It is no uncommon 
practice, he says, for him to jircscribc wine or even gin, at the very time he is 
employing punc tures twice or tliricc a day! 

The third article is a “ case of erysipelas, witlj some remarks, by A. C. 
Hutchinson, Ivs([. F. U. S. 1^. & E. &c. 'J*he disease in this case was produceil 
by a slight abrasion over the ridge of the right tibia. It was neglected for a 
coiqilc of (hut, and then lreate<l by Mr. llrooks woth sulphate of quinine and 
wine; leeches to the iidlamcd surface, an<l poppy-head fomentations and an 
einollienl ]ioultice to the abraded part. 'Wlien Mr. 11. fir.st saw the case, he 
did not consider it one in which incisions were called for, and he recommended 
a c(intiiman<!e*of the pre\ ious remedies, but the next day he was .startled at the 
appearanci* of a mortified jiatch of the integument of the size of a dollar; inci- 
sions were then promptly had recourse to, and with success. 

Mr. II. thinks it becomes an important quc.sticni, whether it migiit not, in the 
great majority of instances, eventually prove to be the best and safest practice 
to have recourse to incision at once. 

Mr. H. “ loinlly jirotests agaiiists the practice of making the incisions of 
such leiiglli as recommended by Mr. E;iwrencc, both as unnecc.s.sary, and not 
.so likely to slop the progress of 1he»diseasc where it is spread over a wide sur- 
face, as several sniallLi- incisions made on dillerent parts, where the disease is 
found to lie most active; for it will have been seen by the closely observing 
surgeon, that when this disease runs on to suppuration or to gangrene, for ex- 
ample, aliscesses or gaiign nous ]iatehes arc occasionally found to liavc taken 
place in dificrent parts laterally distant, and li.aving- no communication with 
each olhi*r. Now if one long incision Ix' made in a direct line through the mid- 
dle of the liifhimcd surface, according to Mr. T.awrence, the disease may be 
still unsubdued, though greatly les.sAiedoii each side of it, to a certain distance. 
Hut supposing tlu; disease be found to occupy a space from the great trochan- 
ter to the toes, including the whole circle of the thigh, leg, and foot, which I 
have witne.ssed in two or three cases, wherein eighteen incisions were certainly 
made of an inch and a half in length, w'ill one or even two incisions of fourteen 
inches in length arrest such an extent of disca.se ^ My experience teaches me 
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that they will nor, aiul hence it is that I have stated that in such desperate crises 
we must have recourse to such a number of small incisions, according^ to the 
extent of inflamed surface, as will arrest the disease. Jt appears to rfie more 
than proljahle that tl\c fatal case ol* erysipelas treated after this mavMicr, and de- 
tailed by Mr. Lawrence willi so nuich candour, mijyht not have terminated so, 
had the incision been confinc<l to an inch or an inch and a half; for it was in 
this case, if I mistake not, that he made his lon"-est incision; but evcir^eix* ♦b/' 
patient oug^bt not to have been lost, for surely the dresser or hoiisc-surg*eon of 
the hospital, mi^ht have secured the bleeding vessels with a ligature : and there- 
fore this case ought not to militate agaiusf tlie practice.*' 

Cases of tumours in the abdomen arisingfrom organic disease of the stomach, 
with remarks by Edward I. Seymour, M. D. constitutes the fourth article. These 
cases form an interesting addition to our pathological knowledge, and we shall 
probably notice them in our periscope. 

l*he fifth article is entitled “Observations on depositions of pns and lymph 
occumng in tht' lungs and other viscera after in juries of different ]f.U’ts of the 
body, by Thomas Hose, Esq. M. A. ^.c. 'Ibis contains little that is novel; it is, 
however, a pretty good expose of what is at nresent known on tlic subject, and 
four cases arc given wliich occurred in the [uac.tice of the author. Isl. Abscess 
in the lungs, with cxtravas^ition of lymph and pus into ilu‘ cavities of the pleura, 
occurring after wound and amputation of the ann. 2d. Aliscoss in the lungs, 
liver, and spleen, occuiTliig afltT compound fracture (»f the K g. hi. Abscesses 
in the lungs, liver, and articulation of tJie clavicle and hUTiuim,''w llh cHiision 
into the thorax after a bruise and w ound of the foot, and a fractured iibiiia 
4. Abscess of the liver and spleen after fraelure of tlie skull. Three or four 
eji.scs of the same description, communicaU'd by Mr. l.awrcnce, arc annexed. 

The next article is on a peculiar inflammatory disease of the ('y'e, aiul itsnio<lc 
of treatment, by William M’allacc, .M. 11. I. A. See. The attention of the pro- 
fi'ssion was first called to this disease by Dr. Ifcws(jn, in his essay on venereal 
ophthalmia.* It is an inflammation of the iris, and pcrhai)s clioroiil, the otln r 
parts being also subsequently in a greater or Ic^s <K gree aflcctcd; and orrursa^ 
a sequelae of fever. Mr. Ilcvvson fouml that ])lacir.g tbc patitnt iimlcr liu; mer- 
curial influence was the best mode of trcatnu nl. d'bc disease wassuhsequentiv 
described by Mr. .Jacobs, -j wlio rcronnncnds tliat it sliunid b(‘ treated by blecil 
iiig, locally or generally, in jiroportion to the urgency »)t tlie svinptoms; blister- 
ing where there is miicli ])ain or intolerance f»f light; jmrg’atives, aiitiiiionial 
medicines, the extract of belladonna in the lorin of an ointment, riil>bed on lln* 
temples, and mercury ; tlic relief from which latter reiueily In* says he lias found 
so certain and decisive that he has trusted to it almost exr.lusivelv , with the 
assistance of belladonna. Mr T. tried the sulphate of (juinine in four cases, 
but without advantage. 

Mr. ^Vallace describes lliis disease very minulclv, hut the junncipal ob- 
ject of the paper ap])ears to be to rt:commend the use of hark for its 
cure. Mr. W. prescribes tlii.s remedy alone, or slinjilv wltli such medi 
cincs as ar^ suited to the regulation (if llic bowels, without prcmi.sing Idood- 

• Sf« Philadelphia Medical nml Physn-al luiiinal, \ol. XIV. p. 

f Transactions of tJie AMociali'iii of Fi-lli and T.imitiali s nl Ui*- Kini' and qiin ii’s Cnlhpr ol 

iMiysicians in Irtdaiid, Vul. V. 
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letting or purging, anJ lie says with the most decidedly good cilects. He even 
lliinics that the ahstractioii of’ blood in some cases considerably retards the cure. 
Mr. W. sfiys, before lie ascertained tlie utility of the bark that the disease was 
treated witli^lepletion and mercury, and with ill consequences. 

We shall not attempt to reconcile this discrepancy of opinion respecting the 
effects of remedies upon this disease, especially as each of these wri rs prac- 
^ tlse ill t|i p same city, appear to have seen the disease in the same description of 
individuals, an(l\piotc tlieir cxpiAncjc. in favour of their treatment; but we do 
luipe at least that they will favour the public with tlic i isults of their future 
(ih^ervations, and if it should be found tliat the remedies arc suited to differenl 
stages or states of tlie disease, that for the credit of the profession they will 
point it out. * 

The paper of Mr. Wallace concludes the first part of the volume. Tlie second 
part contains four papers; we have already, however, so far exceeded the limits 
that we assigned to ourself for this aiticle, that we must content ourself at pre- 
sent, merely' with gi\ing their titles. — “A iit. VII. Pathological and Surgical 
Observations relating to Injuries of the llrain, by II. C. Brodie, P. 11. S. and 
Surgeon to St. Cicorgc*s Hospital. Part. I. — Airr. VHI. Anal} sis of a specimen 
of (hilaneous Perspiration, by J. Bostock, M. 1)., P. K. S. Sec. With an ac- 
count of the Ca.sc, by Uiehanl Bright, M. II. PJi}sician to (iuy’s Hospital. 
Akt. IX. Of the Catarrhus ACstivus, or Summer Catarrh, by J. Bostock, 
M. I)., V. U. S. &c.— Airr. X. Case of Rupture of the Stomach produced by Vo- 
miting, w'itli :^)me Oh.scrvations, hy J. N. Weekes, Esq. Member of the Royal 
College of Surgeons, and House-Surgeon at St. Bartholomew ^s Hospital.” 

H The Morbid Jliiafomt/ of the Bowels, Liver, and Stomach, illustrated Inj a series 
of Blahs from drawitris after Nature, tvith cxjilcmalory letter-press, and a sum- 
mary of the Symptoms of the Mute and Vlirunic Jlffcetions of the ahove-numed 
Origans, By Joiix AmisTnoxo, M. II. Cccturcr on the Principles and l*rac- 
ticc of Phvsic, and consulting phy.sician to the J.ondon Pever Hospital. Pas- 
ciculi, I and 2. l/ithograiihic plates. Condon, 4 to. 1828. 

We hail the iircsent w ork from England with peculiar gratification, as afibrd- 
ing an iiidieation of the renewal of that light, which sunk as it finally ex- 
tinguished, with the file ot the philosophic Baili.if. Irt)!’ a longtime pa.st, ana- 
tomy, in all forms, appears lo h.ivc niainlaiiied a doubtful sort ot existence in 
the United lving<loin.s. \\ hde the coiitiiieiilal schools have accelei’atcd the pio- 
gress of our sen nee in an iinparalleletl degree, with equal lionour to the pro 
fession and beiielilto hiimanlly, Edlnhiirgli remains nearly wlierc she w .as left hy 
Ihe second Monro and John Bell; and Condon has not transcended the rank of an 
A, B, school, the highest she has ever held since the demise of the great 
.lohn Hunter. It Is trm* that witliiii this period some individuals have produced 
highly \ahiahle mnlrihutioiis; (hdlA and Jacobs have worthily upheld the 
character of Dulilin, and the transactions of tlie Irish College of Surgeons, and 
theDiihlin Hospital Reports, havcnchl} contributed lo the domain of jiatliolo- 
gy. Nor arc we, in thus spt-akiiig of the general character of England, rela- 
tive to anatomical scli noe, uinniiulful of the high iiients of vanoiis jnililic and 
private teachers, who are capable of performing works of the highest cxcel- 

-N(). V.— Nov. KS^IS. l‘2o| 
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lencc. But thoso arc too few aiul inoperative to constitute more than sllght^cx- 
ceptions to llic g“encr:il rule. As lovers of our profession, we cannot but regret 
that the inimcnso scientific resources of England should have been of*'So little 
advantage to tlie world, when every thing connected with her »ituation Jias ■ 
been such to entitle us to hope for far different results. 

It is admitted by Ur. Armstrong, that fwim popular prejudice and profes- 
sional inattention, the practical study of pathology is neglected by his'e^Mii'*^ 
men generally; and if this admission were not made, it is sufficiently notoriouji 
to all those wlio arc in the habit of examining the current English medical lite- 
rature. A large proportion of these works arc poor compilations, vamped Up 
apparently to catch a temporary notoriety; or attempts at systematic composi- 
tion, whicli exhibit an cipiality of narrow prejudice, and ignorance of the con- 
dition of knowledge out of their own especial atmosphere. Some such, who 
owe their small amount of merit to li])ci*:d borrowings from rrcnch and other 
foreign authors, arrogantly affect to treat with contempt the sources whence 
tliey have intlirectly derived all their value. • 

Without the least invidious feeling, w'c ina}' also take this occasion to remark 
that with exceedingly few exceptions, the medical ])criodicals of Enghnnl are 
in a declining, and even corrupt condition; debased by the most rancorous per- 
sonalities and undignified ry criminations, appearing to he almost dt sorted, ex- 
cept by authors who write for notoriety, to the exclusion of Ihe paranuMint in- 
terests of science, to which such works should he altogether conscjcratcd. e 
pretend not to deny tliat the same censure has been merilcd by journals puh- 
lishcd in our own country, wJiich we have uniformly discount (‘iiancial by our 
influence and examjdc, to as great a degree as possible. But, in the casi* of our 
English coteniporarics, it is more especially to be regretted, on ac<*oiint of thc*ir 
aiitlioritativc position and extensive influence, d'he interests of science, and 
the dignity of our profession, ccpially demand of all llioso eoncerned in promot- 
ing the difliision of knowledge, to abstain from intermingling local and transi- 
tory maltci*s, with the great truths wliicli they are endeavouring to aceumulate 
for the enduring stahillnicnt of the healing art. 

Dr. Armstrong has prefixed to his illustrations a pivrnninary dir^coursc on 
morbid actions, written with plainness and jierspicuity, in which lie notes tlic 
changes occuiTing in the state of the fluids, under Mirious cireuinstanccs; as 
well as the irregularities of distribution, in Vases where tlie quantity and (jualily 
arc not obviously changed. The facts he ad< luces Concerning the stales of the 
blood in \arious morbid cr)nditions are highly interesting, tluMigU it is a defec- 
tive mode of pliilosopliizing to regard the.se changes as more than the conse- 
quences of previous altc'rations in the sensibility ainl actions of the soruls, the 
organs of digestion, nutrition, ignification, .and assimilation. As consequences, 
not causes of diseased action, it is of great importance that the pathologist 
should be acquainted w it Ji them, since Ihcj'^ afford satisfactory indications of 
defective or disturbed physiological actioii. Regarded nst uftrs of disease, they 
ser\'e but to mislead the practitioner to erroneous ^icw's of jiathology, and into 
the iJ.se of the practice, ineon’cct, if not injurious, of expecting and ])r< scril>ing 
for secondary ‘ii niploms, w itlioiit iiTi\ing :it a satisfac-lovv p( rct'j)tion of tin* ac- 
tual state of his jiatient. 

Dr. Armstrong talks of a “ specific bronchitis in genuine t\phiis fe\cr” as 
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the cause of the dark longue, piiqdc and dusky colour of the checks, &,c. us if 
tins “ spccilic” bronchitis were an evidence of any thing more Ilian 'the pros- 
tmied ai^ndition of the nervous energy, succeeding a very considerable imta- 
, Ijon and in^)airincnt of the digestive and assimilative functions, and an engorg- 
ed, oppressed, and exhausted state of the brain. To say that the face is dusky 
or purple, is to say that the blood is not sufficiently elaborated in tlic iungS{ and 
bronqhial mucous membrane is engorged, is merely one among many 
judications of exceeding waste or depression of the vital energies. The brains 
of such ])aticnts arc found in the same state of congcMion, and the inflamma- 
^tion of the brain, is just as “ specific,” and more the “ cause” of the duskiness 
of the checks than the engorgement of the bronchia. This is provc<l by the re- 
covery of paticnts*from the lowest conditions of “ genuine typhus,” by treat- 
ment directed exclusively to the restoration of the balance of circulation. 
Thus, we have known a patid|| in this form of disease to have at the same mo- 
ment pounded ice a])plied to ms head, leeches to the epigastrium, and exceed- 
ingly hot filter to his inferior extremities, by which a rapid recoveiy was in- 
duced.” Here no attention \vas paid to the “specific inflammation” of the bron- 
chia, nor to the lungs at all — but to relieve the most important viscera from an 
inetpiality of circulation, not to he sustained without throwing all the depen- 
ilent functions into disarray. « 

I'he doctor also thinks that “ as far as the remote occasions and ultimate ef- 
fects are concerned, fevers might be advantage oiisly divided into common anti 
specific; tlie Common proceeding from the ordinary agents of nature, such as 
heat and cold, used in the popular sense, and the specific arising from peculiar 
agi'iits, such as putrid mutter and the human contagions.” We note tliis propo- 
sition as one founded more on scholastic ideas of fever, than upon the basis 
whicli is now^llbrdcd by general anatomy and physiology. The term fever is 
applied to ail assemblage of disturbed healthy actions, or of disordered func- 
tions, which, resulting from a previous impairment of the nervous system, in- 
duces irregulurily of circulation as the most immediate, and suppression of per- 
spiration, laborious respiration, and difierent degrees of oppression or excite- 
ment of tli ||2 brain, as tlic most striking consequences of such derangement. It 
is the evidence of an in jury done, and whatever be tlic cause, whether common 
or spccilic, fc\ cr run only be known by such a disturbed state of system as above 
indicated. TIic stales of action induced by difierent causes, signalized in 
books as dillcrent Jci'crs, arc mere modifications of the same symptoms, or af- 
fections of the same functions, and arc restorcil to Ibc healthy con- 
dition by sliglit modifications of the same U’ealment. The inflammatory 
fever of sma1l-po\, and the inflanimalory fever from common causes, show 
the same signs and demand the same ti'catmenl, though the one deter- 
inines a juistiilar eruption in the external tegument, and the other, engorgement, 
cflTiisions, and sii])puration, in different textures and situations, when not spee- 
dily deprived of its violence. 'I'lic sXme may he said oi fever from .any cause, 
whether from a poisoned or sirnjilc wound, from excessive repletion or ex- 
treme exhaustion. 'I'lie c\j)rcssions si/mptonis by which it is deeitled to be 
jm’seiit, differ in nothing but degree, and may all be comprized witliiii irregu- 
larilies of circulation, tlie immediate consequence of iinpairctl iiciaoiis energy, 
jjrodiicingall the other phcfiomena as consequences. Ijcnce Ite.sii, f dccus ef j)r;/'.si- 
itiiini nwilratisf J was enlireb" correct in staling that lever was a disease of the 



160 


/{ihlio^raph ival No/icrs. 


arterial s) .stem, it’ we refer t<i tliat part of our organization by which the pre- 
sence of fe ver is most universally determined, and by the rcguLilion of whose 
action, lieallli is most speedily and certainly restored. 'I’herc arc specific tex- 
tures in tile body, having laws of healthy action peculiar to each; thif changCiJ oi- 
these actions, induced by noxious agents, produce nothing but violations of 
these laws, utterly iiTegular ami extravagant, according to the vehemence with 
which they are aflectcd, and the disproportions previously existijig 
sensibility and activity of the various organic structures. Hence in every epi- 
demic, no two individuals show precisely the same symptoms, in the same order, 
in equal violence or equal duration; neither can the siunc treatment be siro- 
ccssfully applied to the individuals of the same family, born of the same pa- 
rents, reared at one table, and educated to all a])jicarancc in precisely the same 
manner. This, (so called,) disease is said to be the same in each; it may be one 
of the famous specific diseases of the noso1ogi^||^ small-pox, measles, or .scarla- 
tina; yet one has tremendous oppression and engorgement of the brain, with 
coma and a moderate eruption; another violent sorc-lhroat, with higii fever and 
univei’sal eruption; and a third excessive pains of all tlic limbs, extreme depres- 
sion, slight fever, and no eruption at all. Kvery man of observation has wit- 
nessed greater differences than these under similar circumstances, and if there 
were such realities as ‘‘ specific*’ diseasis, having i/icir f/iva laws, no such varia- 
tions could possibly occur either in the b^inploms or products of morbid ac- 
tion. 

Our author next makc.s many interesting observations on induration, .scir- 
rhus, tubercle, and fungus cnccphaloides or hxmatodes, the latter especially as 
affecting the stomach. In reasoning on these results of morbid action, ho does 
not appear very familiar with the inductions of Jlichat or of Meckel, relating 
to the laws of normal and abnormal formations, wliich woidd have cnalik-d liim 
to present his own observations with far greater effect, than as simply insulated 
facts. 

The spirit of inquir}', and zeal for the diffusion of professional knowledge, en- 
title Dr. Armstrong to our warmest admiration, and lead us to hojic that \\ c 
shall enjoy frequent opportunities of announcing his productions to ihc ])rofes- 
slon. With tlie modesty and delicacy characteristic of genuine wurtli, he has 
protfered his present css:iy to the profession, with a view of serving the cause 
of science, rather than to lay claim to distihetion for himself, and such an ex- 
ample cannot fail to produce a laudable imitation. AVhatevcr dilfei-imccs of 
opinion we may entertain, tlcrived from a protracted and almost exclusive de- 
votion to anatomical science, we fully appreciate tlic value of this work, wliich 
rccals attention to a much neglected subject of high importance, in a coun- 
Iry where this study might be n ost rapidly advanced, by reason of the c.xtciil 
of its opportunities, and the excellent talents it can always command. 

The two first fasciculi are <levotcd to illustration of morbiil changes of the 
.stomach and ccsophagus. ’I'lie plates are of a very sui)cri(. ( Iiaracter, and con- 
vey as sati.sfactory an idea as can ])ossihly be imj)artcd b) drawing without ro- 
Ihur, which must certainly be regarded as of great conscf[ii(. nee in giving con- 
rect notions of such conditions. After the plates and descriplions, the luilhor 
presents the symptoms of .•iflect.ons of different textures of the stomach. 
See. 'l*he.sc w'c cannot enter up»»n an examination of at this time; when 
the promi.scd fa.sciculi reach us, we shall resume the subject, by preseiitiiig a 
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dijjfcsted view of what Dr. Armstrong has done in this department of. his work. 
It may be added, liowcvcj*, that as Jhnlish physicians !)CConK; more tlceply im- 
bued w’SUi correct views of general ana. jmy and physiology, which we have 
• every rcasAi to hope for, from the oflbrta now making in London, tliesc morbid 
conditions of the stomach and digestive organs will become compar.. i /cly rare, 
in consccpiencc of the general adoption of better medical practice. This is “ a 
‘’»iK':;«Hmiation most devoutly to be wished,” both lor them and for us. 

. J. D. G. 


Elements of Pht/stes^ or Natural Phihsojfhy^ General and Medical^ explained 
independently of •Ptvhnfcal Malhemalie.% and containing new disquisitions and 
praetical suggestions, lly Neii. Aunott, M. D. of the Uoyal College of Phy- 
sicians. Tliird edition. London, 1828, pp. 617, 8vo. 

To those engaged in any scientific pursuit, or who pretend to a liberal edu- 
cation, an^icquaintance, with at least the elements of natural philosophy, is ab- 
solutely essenti d; and to none more so than to the jihysiologist. The extrava- 
gant applications of pli^sics to ph 3 siolog> by PorcHi, Keill, Hales, Micellotti, 
•Pitcaii'ii, and JJernouilli, may lead to a didcrent opinion; indeed, at one period 
thc^y produced the most violent prejudices against ft very explanation of the ac- 
tions of living botlics on pliysical principles, and a denunciation of all such al- 
tc‘mi)ls; Ijut tills sweeping denunciation is not less absurd, Ilian the endeavour 
to explain the 111 } slery of the secretion.s, acconling to tiic simiositic.s, the an- 
gles, the curvatures of tlu‘ vessels, the shape and size of their pores, and the 
clfcct.s of friction, from \diicli it derived its origin. 

f/iving bodies are uiupicslionably endowed with vital properties which mo- 
dify or control the operation of the physical laws, to wdiich tlioy are subjected; 
but it is as iinjio.s.siblc to explain the phenomena which they exhibit by vital 
laws alone, as solely by pli}sical laws. 

'J'lie cliangcs jiroduced by the air on the blood: during respiration, is partly 
ti vital and jiarlly a clu niical phenomenon, but the passage of the air into the 
lungs on tl»c dilatation of the chest, is solely a ])h>sical one; as arc also the va- 
rious sounds it ])I’(kIiiccs in entering into the cells of the lungs, sounds which 
vary arcording to the size of llu si* cavities, tlieir eontents, the thickness of 
their ])arietes, phenniiu-iia wliicfi .give rise to the most important means of 
dia.gnosis in tin- di.'.eases of the chest, and which, from an ignoranceof the laws 
by w'hieh they are prodin ed, have liecn hastily condemned as uncertain; but 
;u’e so invariable as the laws by wbieli they are governed. 

Williout a knowledge of b}dr.mlics, it is impossible to understand the phe- 
nomena of till- eiiTulalion, or v\itliout an accpiainlaneo v\ilh acoustics and oji- 
ties, to compivluiicl the jdienoineiia of hearing and vision, or ♦() ho able to re- 
medy many of tlu'ir defet Is. lllustratyns niiglil be adduced, ad inhnitnm, were 
it necessary, but lb" prejudices a.gainsl the reference of many of iJic iiliciio- 
meiia of liv iii.g bodie s, to the action of pbysieal laws, is fast dying awav , and it is 
adiiiitled by all whose inirlligenee has kept pace vvilli the progress of science, 
that an ae(|uaintance vvitli pli} sics is an essential preliminary to the study ot phy- 
siology. 

The object of the work, the title of which stands ut the head ot this article. 
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is to cominunicato coiTCCt notions on this subject, and to explain tlic applica- 
tion of plnsics to physiology. The fact that the work has gone through three 
editions in less than one year, is sufficient evidence of the ability wii^l whicli 
its author has executed his task, but if further is required, it will 1 e found in 
the very favourable notices that have been taken of it in all the periodicals of 
tlic day. 

As an American edition of the work isprcpmng, and as all who feel any 
in the subject, will probably possess themselves of a copy, we shall not occujiy 
space witli a more particular notice of it. We will merely remark, that the vo- 
lume is devoted to the illustration of dynamics, mechanics, and hydrodynamics, 
under which latter term is included pneumatics, hydraulics, acoustics, and hy- 
ilroshitics. 

Optics, astronomy, &c. are to form the subject of anotlicr volume. 

10. A short IVcatisc on the different methods of investi gating the Diseases of tin 
Chest, particularly by Percussion, and the Use of the Stethoscope, 'rranslalcil 
from the French of M. Collist, by W. N. IIylanh, M. D. I’liird t dilion, 
witli additional Notes and Instructions, a plate of the Viscera of the Thora\, 
&c. London, 18!28, pp. 86, 18mo. 

Jl rational exposition of the Physical signs of the Diseases of the Imngs and Pleura i 
illustrating their Pathology, and facilitating their Diagnosis, lly CiiAui.bs ,1. 
B. WiLiiAMS, M. D. London, 1828, pp. 193, 8vo. Willi 2 plates. 

We notice these two works together, because they both treat of the same 
subject, and the object of both is to illustrate the diagnosis of diseases of the 
chest, and especially with reference to the signs afforded by auscultation ami 
])crcussion. The first is a concise and admirable summary of wliat lias b(‘en 
written on the subject, principally by Beauvais, Avcnbnigger, and J.aeiinec; il- 
lustrated by the observations made by the author during seven years residciict' 
in the hospitals of Paris, under the direction of able and well informed ])rar.ti- 
tloners. The student should study this little work with attention; and in his vi- 
sits to the hospitals, it should be constantly in liis band; he will reco^ivc from it 
much instruction and information, which, should he seek it elsewhere, he could 
not obtain without looking over many volumes. 

The second presents a philosophical explanation of the pliysical signs i)f tlio- 
racio diseases, and points out Uie relation in which these signs stand to the pli\- 
siological and pathological states that produce them. The value of s} mptoins, 
depends upon our ability to refer them to the causes by wbicb they are pro- 
duced, and thus to arrive at a knowledge of the pliysiological or patbologi* .il 
conditions of the different orga* s. It is not for tlic symptoms of iliseas(‘ that the 
physician is called upon to jjrcscribe, but for the derangement f»f llu; organs 
or functions, which gi\e rise to these synjptoms. The immense progi-ess wliieli 
pathology has made within a few years, has done much to xplain the r.itionale 
of the general symptoms of dis(\Lsc, but much remains still to be learned, ami 
our materials for the purpose, it must be confessed, are as 3 et cseiediiigly 
scanty and imperfect. But pliysical signs hlami on the broad and inleliigihh 
basis of physical laws, and arc .as re ai lily explained as other phenomena, ilhistrati d 
by natural philosophy; hesice, the eertaintv of tliesc signs, :iiul their superim-ils 
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in investigfating diseases over onlinary symptoms, or those dependent upon 
sympathies between the organs. 

Dr. W^JJiams shows the mechanism hy hich the physical sig’ns of diseases of 
thjc Jung’S aM pleura are produced, and the inanniT in whicli, according to fixed 
laws, they result as phenomena; makes a knowledge of the pathology ;’‘rcdicatc 
the signs, and a knowledge of the signs indicate the pathology; and by thiisfa- 
mill'O’ising tlic mind with tlieir principles, cnal)les it to understand the multifa- 
rious forms which, by combination, these signs may assume, and to judge of the 
corresponding physical changes that modify or produce them. This is the only 
attempt of the kind we have met with, and it has left us scarcely any thing to 
be desired on the sub ject. If we arc not greatly mistaken, it will lead to a bet- 
ter understanding, and a moi'e correct estimate of the value of auscultation than 
any thing that has as yet appeared. It is no objection to the work, that some 
knowledge of the ]>rinciples of natural philosophy, is nccessaiy to understand 
it, since tliis science enters into every liberal scheme of education, and it is to 
1)0 presumed, that it has formed one of the preliminary studies of every medi- 
cal student. 


11 . .7 ^hmnal of Miujtrn Svr^erijy fuundaf upon the Principles and Practice lately 
lani^ht /)// Sir As ru.v CNmrKii, Hart. T. It. S., 8^. &c. and Joseph TTemiy 
tiuKi.N, Ks(|, V. R. S. Ike. Jkc. Kdited hy T 11031 AS Castle, Esq. F. L. S. 
Member of the Rosal College of Surgeons, {kc. London, 1828, pp. 33r, 
18mo. 

H'bis book is intended for students, and will be found useful by them. It 
presents in a small com])ass, the prineijilcs am* practice taught by one of the 
most dlstingtMshed surgeons of modern limes. It is divided into two pai*ts. The 
first, which oeenpios five-sixths of the work, consists of practical notes select- 
ed from a scries of lectures lately delivered hy Sir Astley Cooper, Hart. Stc.; 
the second of jiraelical notes sch'cted from a series of lectures on diseases of 
the eye, lately deliAcrcdby .1. H. llrcen, Es(i. &.e. The work is published with 
till' pi’rmisiiion of Sir Astley and Mr. fireen, and is dedicated to tlicni; of course 
it iiia\ he considenil as semi-oHieial, audits correctness de])ciided upon. I'lie 
i ditor has bci n judii’ious in l;is selections and arrangement, and with great bre- 
\ity lias iiniled an c<|n d degree of clearness. 



isi ) 


UUARTEllLY PKRISCOPK. 


FORKKiN IN'rKTJJGENCK. 


ANATOMY. 

1. (hi Dlfft rcnl Khuhof Ahtlfortnafion of the Ih nrl. — “ M. riiM'TiTjsj ohscnc^- 
lliat tlic prijK‘i])al dcfi'cls hit ho conformation ofllio h(‘arl, arc prolcrnatnral coin 
miinicalions hi Uvccii Ihc. cardiac cavities, from tlie al)s< nce of tlic inler\cit- 
tricular partition; irrej^ularlty of llic vascular orifices of the nrtfan, for inslanre, 
the lr.ins]H)sirK>n of llic aortic orifice to tlie rij^ht ve ntricle; contraction or total 
ohlitcKilioii of the pulmonivy artery, and in its place tlie ovist enci* of a solid 
cord witlioiit any cavity. M. (Icndriii concludes, from his f)wn obsia-valions as 
well as from Those of other physiologists, 1st, that the heart at first is formed of 
only one cavity; I2nd, that after a time the orj'-an is diviilod iiito.,t'vo cavitie s, 
namely, an auricle and a ventricle; Jd, that at a still later period these cavities 
are each divided into two, which, ncveilheless, still communicate for a lon^^ 
time, owinf;’ to the impeifection of their [):u’tilions. Ti*om these s^ciuTal and 
incoiitcstihle facts, M. (iendvin advances the following propositions: The pul- 
monaiy arteries arise originally from the aorta, by the iiitermediuiK of the 
arteriosus f it is at a later period that the trunk of the pulmonary artery is foi*m- 
cd; the development takes place fit>m without inw ards, towards tlie he art, ow- 
ing to a mechanical impulse from behind: it is only when the ]nilmonary artery 
has arrived at and joined the ventricle that the intcrvcntriculai* communication 
is closed: the pulmonary veins open originally into the superior cava; it is only 
by the development of the superior part of the single auricle that the jiiilmo-' 
nary veins arrive at the auricle of the heart, and it is only at this perihd that the 
formation of tlic iiitorauricuku’ partition commences to he formed. Whatevt'r 
the varieties maybe in llic malformation of tlie heart, still they are subordinate 
to a regular and constant succession of chhnges which opci*ate in the organ; 
neither the aortic nor the pulmonary arteries ever open into the auricle; neither 
the vciin: cava* nor the pulmonary veins ever open into the ventricles; neither 
the right auricle nor the left ventricle is ever wanting if the organ has more 
than one cavity; tlie imlnionary v'cins never open into tlic inferior cava nor into 
the aorta; the pulmonary arteries never open into the vena cava*; when the in- 
terventricular jiartition is inipertecl, the inipcrfcclioii is always at its sup(‘rior 
part, towards the base of the heart, and never at the inferior jiart, towards the 
apex of th:it organ; when the orih-*c of the pulmonary artery docs not exist, or 
when it exists impi-rteclly, the canalis art^’iosiis is never obliterated. It is the 
same when tlic aortic orifice is not free, hut in this case the orifice of the pul- 
monaiy artery alwajs exists. When the orifice of Ihi* aorta, or that of the pul- 
monary artery is more or less completely olilileratcd, then always exists an 
opening in the iiitorveiilricular paililioii; when the pulinonar}' artery is iiTi])er- 
fect, the imperfection is alw:iys at llic orifice, and never further on towards tlie 
canalis arteriosus. If the canalis arU riosus is obliterate d at the; time of birth, 
the arteries, both aortic ami puhnnnarv, are alwa} s completely formeel and open 
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s:imc or if they open iiit*) separate ventricles, there js.aconi- 

jHHuic-ation bel.'eoii tliciii tliroiig'h the partition wliich <UvKle.s them.'*— ./of/nm/ 
(Jcniml flc Mthii'cine. 

Qf Jmpt rfnrair J^a^inn. — The f'^llowing’ inte rest ini(* ease was lately 

prcsciiteil to the Itoyal Academy of Mc^liciiu* hy M. IIimm.i jif. Ciikooia'. 
A yoiinpj* lady, who Jiad cn j<n tal good health until slie was foiirlcen \ cars of ag’c, 
i\as altacivcd at a hall w ith wvy violent colic. A copious diheharg** f hlood 
IroFii the Mosc w as foiloweil by iinincdiale relief. The attacks t)f coJic aftcr- 
^.ai-ds retiinicd, at first every month, then every fortnight, and at length e\cry 
diiy, accoinpaiijed hy syin]itonis of hysteria. Opium and other aiitispasmodies 
ware jircscribed without any beneficial effect. Some m: l-formation was now 
suspected, and an aecuralc cxatninaiioii of the genital organs was therefore 
Tn;idc hy M. \ illiauftu'. Tlu‘ aljdomcii was as large as at the sixth month of 
preg’nan<-\. 'riie external org\ms of generation were naturally formed: the hy- 
men e\isU‘d, hut there was no \agina. A finger was inlrodueed into the rcc- 
tinn, aiul in the onliiiaiy .situation of the vagina nothing hut a dense cellular 
substance could he ileteeteil. At sivlecii years of :ig(', the }oung patient ap- 
]u‘ared to Ipe in :i hopt le.ss condition. A .sound was now introduced into the 
bladder, and held by an a.ssistaiit. 'J’lic rectum w as at the same time depress- 
ed l)\ :i fmgi r iiitrudiieed ]n r aimm, and M. V iHiaiime. made an incision through 
the hyim'n, nfaboiil ( Iglil or ton lines in length; carefully avoiiliiig the urethra 
.an<l recluiii, he ]n nelraletl to the depth of about two inehe.s, ami llien 
fuuiul Ills instnmicnl in an oiicn .space; no illschargc^ however, followed. M. 

\ . dutected the Ijody of the uterus much di.stended, and leaning* tow^ards the 
right siile; he endea\oured to pl.ace the w'omb in its natural situsition, but as he 
could not sueoeed, he phiiigiMl an instrument into it, and made a free puncture. 
A .small (jiianlity of thick, inoilorons blood esca])ed. 'flu: patient was sliorlly 
put into a w:irm bath, and a \i‘iy co[)ious discharge' passed through the wound 
in t!ie nt( riis. A ])ledgeL of lint was introduced, and, to prevent an attack of 
infhiimii.itioii, leeches were freely applied to the h\ i)ogaslric region. The pa- 
tient .suff retWmicIi pain until an nhund:int discharge of fetid blood look place. 
IVom this time slie gr:ulually improved in he;dlh, and in about a month the ar- 
tificial canal was healed. IJy tlu: use of a gum clastic bougie, it was made large 
cnoiig'h to admit a little finger. Two )cars have elapsed siiu*c tlic operation, 
'flic p:illeiil eoiitinuc;s well, excepting that at tlie.meiislnial periods she .sulfers 
pain. It is said that ihl'* is the only opcralloti of a similar nature which has 
t'ceii successful. — JlrcMrca Ucutnil^ J)rc. 

o. Jlpparviit Jf/ nu'ip/trndi.sm. — M. llhiivKv conimnnicatcd to the Acadcmif 
the result of the tlissection of the genital parts of a subject, seventeen years of 
age, wiu) died at the hospital of Hout-g. 'flu: anatomical piece had been sent 
to the .\cadcmv l)y tiie plusicians of tluit hospital. 'I’he individual from whom 
this piece w as taken had been entered as a female in the civil register, and had 
been tr.ained up in the habits of that sex. It was remarked that this individual 
courted tile soeiely of young girls, and was afraid of the hoNS, for they fifted 
her clothes to satisfy themselves of her sex, respecting which there w as some 
doubt in the village. It entered the hos])ilal in the beginning of December, 
for a pulmonary alfection, and died on the eighth of Janiiaiy. 

It had no mammae. The pelvis presented none of the characteristics of the 
female sex in its form, save that the j|iibis projected like that of females; it liad 
no li:\ir. On both sides of the pubis there were two oblong, wrinkled projec- 
tions which contained two small, we.ll-formed testicles. The penis was twenty 
two lines long, imperforate, and presenting two corpora cavernosa; the glans, 
round and thick like :i cherry, had a superficial sulcus underneath, in the situa- 
tion of the meatus uriuarius. On the perineum then* was a fatty tumour of the 
bi/.c of an egg. In the bend of the thigh, on the left side of the tumour, there 
\Vi»s an orifice which conmiunicatcd with the hladdes liy a canal three iiic]ic.s 
No. V. — Nov. 18i28. 1/34] 
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lonjj; Ihorc was i\ similar c:\niil on the right, Init it was imperfopate ciutsi»U'. 
'J'he v:is;l fU f'ert nlia, wcll-lormcil, opened into the vfsiciilvu sejninales whieli 
were also jji-ojic rlv t'ormed, and situated in theii* natni'ai position. 'I'hq hladd«‘i’ 
and ])ros1:ite glaiifl did not ofVer any tiling particidai* in tlieir conform nioii. 'I’he 
plivsieiaiis w Iio o])eiicd the boily found a \ast cavern in tlic substance of Ihc’ 
riglit lung, 'rids individual was of a weak constitution; but tlie members, espe- 
cially the lower members, wore weU-d(‘velopcd and showed a great contrast to 
tin: meagerly appearance of llic rest of the .snbji'ct. 

ft is e\ideiit, from these details, that this iiuVnidiial was of the masculine .sr\', 
and that it did not dilfcr from male subjects cxcejil in the anormal ronformaiioi. 
of the external genital organs. — Jnnrn. (Un. da Mul, Ftihriwnj^ 1S'J8. 

4. Remarks on the Stomorh of Man. — J)r. H. 'I’li. nr. Sn:.MMKniv(; lias shown, 
l.st, that the .stomach ofthc negro ililfcrsfrom that of llui KuT*opean In being of a 
more rounded form, approaehiiiglliat of the ape; 2d, that tlie coulractioii n liicU 
is observable towards tlie middle of the stomach in solnl^ indi\ idiials, is met' 
with almost e\eliisi\ eiy in fi-males, and appears to arise from llie rontiii\ii <l 
[iressure of the eorset hone on the epigastrium; it nei er oi'curs in infants; .M, 
that tlie ])y]()rlc ori(ic*.e ililfers in <rdfcrent individuals, its modilicatii^ns depi nd 
upon a glandular ring, a\ hich forms the contour of the ()i)ening‘, and may he 
seen hv dissecting otf the peritoneum and subjacent cellular tissue. — Hull. dc.<^ 
Sfi. Mvd. JunVy 182S. 

5. On l^alve.f in the PuliUi'oiuri/ Jlins. lly Professor M vyt.u. — Jii all .s\.sl('ma- 
tic works on anatomy, we tind it asserted that tin* ])nlmonaiy \ei.is have uo 
\alves. It is nnin cessary to prove this hy mulliplicd eitations — W.dler among 
the ancients, and Meckel us the most modern w rdei', will sullice''* The form<*r 
says, in his Kicmenta lMiysiologi;e, t. i. ]>. I t.), “ Seil idiani m tu ]>ulmonalIs 
ah.s((UC valvuli.s — and Alee.kel, in his Human Anatomy, %ol. iii. ]). .'hiS, re- 
marks that the ])u]monary veijis are usually without \alves, with some very rai’c 
exceptions. 

lTofc.ssor Mayer's attention w’a.s first called to the valves in lh6tso vessels hy 
iindiiig them vtay numerous and very large in the pidmonarv veins of the cow', 
i.Jthougli on looking for them in swine, he found them absent. 

Inman, however, lie found them, on examination, both large and numerous, 
.so that it is difiicult to uiidcrstand how they should base cseaped ohsi‘r\ .dion. 
A valve is always met with at the phicc where a venous braneli joln^the l.irger 
trunks at an aeute angle; and the moia* .'leute this i‘<, so iniieli more m-ii'k('d 
is tlie valve’. Ihit wdiere tlu branches join at a right angle no ^alve exists, 
which is ]nveisely what take^ ]>l.\ee in the other paits of tlie venous s\slem, as 
in the extremities, where AaUes exist where a bi'aiieh joins tlie largir Iniiilvs at 
an aeute, hut not wdiei'i’ this ha.|)jK‘iis at a riglil angle. Trom this w^^ see why 
it happens that fewer \al\es aiv met with in tin* [)idm()nary than in other \ eins 
because the ramiliealions of the ])ulmonarv v< iris chii fly l.akc ]jlaee at a right 
angle. 'Miis form of distrihulioii occurs ])arlicularh in swim; — and hent;e 
in their pulmonary veins there are no ^alvcs. — ZtU.scJmft dir 7V///.s/Wf;g/V, 
Tvni. II f. p. 1.j5. 

6. Mientsropic Ih '^varchfi upon the intimate striicfnrr of Jtinimil I'issurs. Ily 
M. ItasrviL. — 'Phis memoir of as .‘ifuland eonseieiitious microscopic ohservci’, 
is entirely op])osed to the farts lately acUanced hy Messrs. J*rc\ost, Dumas, 
Milne Kdw'^artls, ike. 'I'he follow'ing presents ara^fid anahsis. 

1. The memhram*s isolated and reduced to their essenti.d consistence, arc 
not composed ofglohnies perceptible hy our means of ohsi , \ ation, and Jiow- 
ever coarse those examined may he, their surface w ill ajipear smooth an«l not 
granulated. If a Jil.iim nl he taki n froTii a memhram’, siixlng’as :i sheath to 
the muscular fasciculi, aiul i^laeed in water, e\aminalion with tlie sirongest mi- 
croscope will oitly show a*bmo\*th surface, as transparent as the w'atcr itself 
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Si)m(* gran Illations of an iircpfiilar buo rnul form, may be observed upon this 
.snfViirc, but llu-sc aiv c\iih'nlly more than little fatty follieles wiiich 

<I() iV)t ])ro|)crly bi long- totlie meiiibraiu*. 

2, 77jf\jl^fn,f/. 'I'he li)nii and si-^e of the globules dill’cr in diOereiit men, us 
•we]! us in ^tirioiis ujilinuN, and ucconliiig: ‘o the vessels in whielt lliey hu\e 
be« n fouiul. They are snudli st in the eupidaries. 'I’he globules are vesicles 
hlh d w ith a substance ])i-ob;ibly albuminous. Those of the blood in nowise 
dilicr fj'oin those found in all the animal tissues. 

d. Kfinh rmis, 'I’he i pi«]i n.iis oilers I o tilt* microscope the appearaiu’c of a 
J)eil of 1 i lls of greater or less thiclviiess, llattish and in their outline. iiTeguIar. 
Ijere rn\d then*, in their interior, graunlations of various Ibrms and sizes arc 
]TereepliI)le, se])arated by spaei s in whieli not tlie smallc >t globnh' is to bt‘ 
Sia n. TJk' epidermis is nothing more Ilian the external ni‘d of the dermoid 
cTlk lurdeiied bv llie air. 'flie hairs are developed in llie same maimer as 
IboM- fit ^ oget.ibles, linm wbicli they onb diilVrbt containing a fatU substance 
in lli.il- inli rnal eells. 'IMie pits designated b}' Kiehboru as the origin of the 
iK-rsjjii alory eanals, aii' to be setn, but tin' ojn ning* of these canals arc not 
]leiee|'lil)li*. 

4. 7V.VS?//, lr‘ a filuiiK'nl f.-om a lu rt ons IrnnV, be examined by the 

iiiicroseopi-, llu li-imk is st< II to consist Old', ul an agglutination of c\liiulcrs, 
tin- lifiielli purl of a null.iiu’ t n in diainelei*. rontana has ])roveil tlial these 
eUiinltrs are c(iini>osed of a smoolb ami ti‘ans]):irent membrane coiilaiiiing* 
wilbui a glutinous, elastic and transparent iiMller, that iloes not dissolve in 
tin* wall V ill whieb ibe c Nlimlers lloat.” ll.ixinL*; jy’essod out this inaltci- be- 
tvMeii two glasses, be cau-.ed it to r< turn again by diminisliing the pressure. 
.M. Ii.ispail eoiisifh rs each ofthesi- c\lindei-s as a cclule which lias grow'ii only 
ill It uglb. It,jt nclosos a true eellul.ir tissue, imbued with a homogeneous and 
talti sub., tame. It is without ain longitmlinal ca\ il\ . In its growth, it ex- 
ti mis iis( ir ti-oiu the (neepb.don to the extreme ramifications. 

.n 77/ Mitsruh'r 'I'ln 1 ist anal} .sis of this tissue, shows it to lie com- 

po'.i il of 1 \llnth is wound togi tbei- spirall}, and closely glued logelbor, Jii 
llie o\, tin. ssi<* of llu se e\lindi is is one-1 w entletli of a iniliiinctcr. 'I'bcy arc 
lob Id., those of \!ie neiM s, tioni wbieli, how’e\ei-, ibc-y dift’ev by their rose 
eoloui. Tin II- smooth si(l< s exhibit r<-|ls on tluir intei-ior, varying- in form and 
si/e. K.icb lasehMibis of ei lindoi-s is eiu eloped 1>\ a smooth slieatli. Several o( 
llic.se liundles thus united to;gi‘tbc*r an- .-igaiii eiv'losed in a common sliealb, 
and .so cm in succe.ssion. — Jtnirmil drs /Vwgrc.v, I'tpf. /.V. froht the He ptrlni re 
Ur. 


"’ 7 . I'dsc of Disntst of I hr Jirohi^ the Functions of t hr Fifth Vnlr oj 

iVu'crs. r,} i;. SivMi.i, Ikij. — “ A lad}, ag-ed forty, w'as altaekcd, iniiiiediat<‘]y 
aftej- lier conliiiemt lit, with l'e\ er and inflaimnat ion of the* bi-aiii; afUr which, 
sin- suflered sevi re and almost constant pain in the bead. Again bceoining 
pregnant, she was confmed aliout three monllis before her dcatli. A\'ln‘n ne.arly 
i-ieoM Ti'd from ibis eonMiieiiieiit, she w as attacked w ilb ])ain in llie bead, more 
acute than usual, ami delii'iiiin. 'fbese sxmptoms .siibsiiliug, beinipleg'ia su])er- 
>eued, and cnniimn-il tbroiigli the rc|iaiiiii'.g two months of her life. During 
ibis jw riod, the following circumstances wx-re particularly nolieed: — 

“ Tile liL-niiplegia was on the kft side. In the face, sensation and motion 
xvere coniph U ly lost. In the arm ami in the leg seiisalioii reiiiaiiu-d. 

“ 'rbi r(- w ei-i- fre(|uent attacks of crysi|jelas in the face, but confined to that 
side w bicli was di ]>riM d of sensatixm and motion. 

“In till- left e.n- In arliig was completely lost. 

“In the li ft .side of the longue sensation was Ic)sl,Jbut motion remained. 
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Wliilst 111 the i-lg-ht nostril, the mucous membrane was pale, In the left 
nostril it* \v:is cfuislanUv of a ilecp red colour, and there were several discharges 
of blood from it 

“ In the kll < } '* ihe \essels, firjjl of the conjunctiva, thenofllie d^icr mem- 
branes, lx (•Mine iin)rtlinately (lislended with lilood. Opacity and iKcevutiou of* 
the cornea soon folh.wc-d, with the escape of the aqueous huTnonr, and com- 
plete ih.sorirani nation of tlic globe. 

“ Upon the subsidence of the delirium which preceded the hemiplegia, tlic 
intellect became clear, and remained st> to the moment of death. 

“ 'J’he medical superintendence of the preceding case was confided t(» Dr. 1\ 
M. Latham and to Mr. K\les. 1 visited the patient in Ihii latter ptirl of her ill- 
ness, and the opportunity was given me of examining the brain, w liicli present ■ 
cd the following appearances: — 

‘^Lffusion of transparent fluid into the cellular tissue of* the pia mater, ami 
into the ventricles, to the extent of about four ounces. 

Knlargement of the tuber annulare, cspeciall\ on its left side, and in a <11- 
pcction to coin])ress llie fiflli and seventh ner\<‘s against the l)asis of the skull. 
A section of the tuber annulare discovered within it atunionr about llie si/e of 
a walnut, occup)iiig the whole of itsh'fl side, ami e\1tMiding into left cm-- 
cercbelli. 'J'he eonsistenr<‘ of the tumour w as firm, its colour lirown, :ind '■pecks 
of blood were di.spersed through it. Kroin this inorbiil slru<-ture llu* fiFlh and 
seventh nerves were <le(aclictl. When exanniu'd close to then* respccti\e foi*.- 
mina in llic basis of the skull, these nerves pre.scnted no unusual appearance ui 
size or texture. ^ 

** The history of the foregoing case inay be interesting to physiologists, a^ it 
records an instance of disease in th.at part of the hraln w henee tiie liflli and se 
venth nerves are detached, jiroducing in tlx' jiarts supplied b'* tlu'se neri cs 
certain effects agreeing with tlu' experinu'iits of Alagendic and otin rs. Jlen*, 
howcAcr, was an c\pei*imen1 of Natiiri*’s own making, frci' from the objeetions 
which may attach to experinu ntsupon fning animals. 

^ “III tlie Case now' related, llui morbid <‘b:mges in the e\ (*, consc(|U(‘nt nntlK- 
dwease, at the origin of tlx' fifth neno, iven' ]*>reeiM‘ly the same .'-.j aii‘ reported 
to follow the division of this nerve* in a living* aninud. '^i'hc abolition of the* 
functions of the fifth nerve in the human subject by di'^east*, and in tlx* brute 
by its division, was alike followed by inflainmation, de.strueliN <* of tlx* eye; :uk 1 
in the case before us, the excitement of tlx* l)lood-vcssels in the jiartsili prlxed 
of sens:itioii and of iix^lion, wasfni’llxT inanlfested in the cr\.s!p< l;is of tlx. para 
lyzcd cheek, and in the inordinate rcjdetion aiul ripiture <)f tlx* bIood-\ ess.-h 
in the nostril of tlx: same side."— LomAx/ MuJtvnl (.uz'tfc, rul. /. A/y. IM, IS^.S 

8 . Case in U'hitJt thf r( icrH n di, liriilnt,! nf St us'ihilll ij (ni nor dth\ ir'iUnuff h>s^ oj 
the power of 3h if ion: nnff n oj Musmldr Pn\rtrtnt flu nthn .‘>/»A , u'llftonf 0111 , 
diminulion of S( nsihilllif. IJy II. Lm, .M. h.—'Mx follow ing c..se is <'\lrenxly 
interesting, as illuslralnig* in a .stj’Jving inanix r tlx* distiiiel tiinctions of difh r 
cut nerves, as la-eently j’lomtf. d out b} IMi*. Cliarles Ih 11, and some ol' the con- 
tinental pll^ siologists. 

“ Mrs. At . w':is deli\ere<l by a initlwife at K’llbmn. Her labour w;is < asv, but 
followed by profuse li.cmorrliage iqxjii tlie sep:Lration of the plact nta, ami after 
its exclusion from the uterus, 

“She rcvi\e<ltrom the stat' . \ exliaixstion iimnediately consj'fjuent upon ibe 
loss of blood, but at the < ud of about tliij-c or four ilays, bcranie fexerisb, and 
complained of se\ere bead-achci tor a week, however, she had no other assist- 
ance than that of the nfulw ife. 

** At the end of thih time, (about ten d.ays after her <leH\v ry,) the lieixl-aebe 
continuing, and being now :ieeoixpanieil w ith scjincdegTce of * mimbness on one 
side,* I WHS ret|ueste<l to see bei. 

“ 1 found her labouring under ie\eiv liead-aebe, not confined to, bill infi- 
nilcly more violent iipon/jue side tban tlie other, and occupying the reg'ion ol 
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the temporal and occipital bones above the mastoid process, and attended witli 
cdbsidvrable pulsation. ^ ^ ^ 

Lpoii one side of llic body there was siieb defective sensibility, without, 
howevei^om'spondlni^ diminution of power in the muscles of volition, tbatshe 
• r/nd(l boUTlier child in the arm of that side, so lonpasher attention was direct- 
ed to it; ])ut if suiToundini^ objects withdrew her from the notice of the state ot 
the ann, the flexors ij^ra(hiall\ relaxed, and the child xvas in hazard of foiling-- 

'I'Jii' breast, too, upon that* side, partook of the insensibility, although the se- 
crcllon of milk wa.s us copious as in the other. She could sec the child suck- 
ling and swallowing, but she had no consciousness from feeling that the ehild 
\\as so occupied: turgc'sct iicc'of that breast produced no suflering, and she was 
Tineonscious of what is termed the draught on this side, altl ough that sensation 
w as slrongly markc d in the other breast. 

-'^LJjiou the opp<^ltc .side of the body there w'as defective power of motion,^ 
without, houi'vcr, aii}' diminulion of sensibility. The arm was incapable ot 
siip])orling tlie child; the liaiul w^as powerless in its gripe; and the leg was 
moMal w'ith dilliculty, and with the ortliiiary rolatoiy movement ot a paralytic 
patient; but tlu* ])ower of seu'^alion was so far from being iiupairedthat she con* 
staiitly eo4?ipl:iincd of an uncomfortal>le sense of heat, a painful tingling, and 
inoj-e than tlic UMi:d tlegree of iiucabinessfVomprcssui*e, or otlier modes ot slight 
ineehanical \ iolence. 

“ .Medicinal agents, including blood-letting, general and local, blisters, piirga- 
livi‘s, ike. directed, fiiM by mxself, afterwards by IJr. 1*. M. J.utham, to whose 
rare I diret ted her in the 'Middlesex llospibd, w’crg of little avail, and she at 
length K ft the lio'»piti\l scarcely, if at all, benefited. 

“ At tlic end of :i few months .she again proved pi’cgnant. Her delivery, b< 
the full time., WHS easy and unaccompanied with liKinorrhagc, or other ^formid- 
able occiirreJK e, but .it the expiraiion of about ten days she complained of 
iiumluics'^ ou boili lilies. Her artieuhition w'as indistinct; she became more and 
more insensible, and sunk completely eomalo.se. 

“ I poll examination of the liodyno positive disorgaifl/ation of braiu could be 
detected. '#'110 ventricles, lioweviT, contained more than usual scrum; and 
there were found, more cspicialJy opposite to the original seat of pain, 
thickening, and iiicriiiscd vase.ularitv of the membranes, w'ith model*ately firm 
adhesion in some parts; in others, an apparently gelatinous, transparent, and 
colourless deposit interjiosed between tbem.^’ — /Vd, FoL /. Ao. 25, 1828. 

' 9. 0/1 ihv Klfrcfs of Ike IVvosio//, or Ori^unic Ijcstoii tf ike J’^fih Pfdr of 

Aerres. — Tl :ippe:irs fi'oiii the experiments of M. Magendie, II. Mayo, ami C. 
lb'll. Oil the action of the cerebral nerves, that on tile tUvi.sion ot the fittli pair, 
or w hen it is in a disc:isc-d slat* , lliecv e iimlcrgoes sonu: jieruliar morbid altera- 
tions. M. Miigeiidie Ini’onus iis, (.lo^ivn. <le iMivsiol. 1\ •) that after the division 
of Ibis iierv 1 -, tiu' eonu a hccoiin-s op:iipii*, and that it, as well as the iris, begins 
to inriaiiie and suppurate; :ui infusion of hnipli lakes ])lacc in the interior of 
tlie c\e, and gradii.'dlv llie wliole globe passes into idccration. All these expe- 
riments, lioweViU’, did not s.itislv M. Mag'eiidie, and could not in fact, lead to ;i. 
cle:ir iv.siilt, as on div iiling the ner\ e, the internal carotid w'as invarijddy wound 
ed; he therefbr«‘, in more recent experiments, divided the nerve before it passe- 
over till' pars ])cti‘os:i, aiul then obtained an cflect .somewhat different from that 
dcscrilx'd lieforc; tlie ('\e was much less altercil, tlie inflammation occupied it> 
ii])per ])oi’tion onlv, and but a very ^mall segment of tlic up]icr circumferi'iiee 
of the conie:i became ()p:upie. It ap])ears, thi-n, that the fiftii ])air of nerve.s 
everelsi's a direct influence on the nutrition of the eve; the different results of 
the experiiiK'iits are easily accounted for by the cireiimstance, that in the for- 
jiier experimi Mls of M. :vi:igeiufie, the ophthalmic artery W'as .separated from 
the interna! carotid, and that thus the nutrition of tlic eye necessarily became 
afteeted. 

Tlic following pathological fact, reported by M.JScrrcs, confirms the expe- 
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rimcnts of M. Maffcndic. A younp^ mun was admitted in llic Ilopllal de la 
Piti^, (MMiccoiiiU of epileptic attacks^ :it the same lime a slight intlammatiorf of 
the right c^t; was ohsurved, the cornea was opatpie, and the sight was to a con- 
siderable degree allectcd. All these svinploms gradually incry^si d, till 
the sight was completely lost, and the right e\e and eyelid, as (Cell as |lie- 
riglit side of the nose and tongue, were cpfite insensible. 'I'hc patient di<.d 
cJcvcMi montlis after admission, in a violent epileptic fit. On exaininalion, tlie 
ganglion of the fifth pair was found enharged, of a yellow colour, and very >as- 
ciilur; and on its exit from tlic pons varolii, the nerve was covered with a gela 
tinous mass. , 

Professor Mayt^, of Bonn, (Jourii. der (diiriirg.und Afigcnheilk. 'P. x.) has re- 
cently performed many experiments, from which it appears that not only the divi- 
sion of the fifth pair is followed by morbid cliangcs of the eye, but that llic same 
effects take place after wounds of the ncek. I’rom eighth isn expenincnts 0*11 
dogs, hotscs, and pigeons, he comes to the following result: — 1. '!'Jh‘ dhislon 
of the cervical pc)i*l ion of the sympathetic iiciwe was sometinu'S inaile w itiioiil 
any eflect on tin- nutrition of the twc; in ollnr cases it was followed In rediuss 
and inflammation of llie conjunctiva. 2. 'l‘he same inm-biil cliangi*, in most 
cases, followed tli(j division of the piu utnoga'ilric m i ve. o. 'i'lie .sj^tiiipallu lie 
and pnciiinogastric nerve having* biu n ilivided, a very intiMise* iall: mmatioo ol 
the eye took place, vvliicli extended to its intevmd parts. 4. 11‘tlie c:iiotld w:is 
tied, and at the same time the nervesin its iieighlionriiood were can fulljk avoid- 
ed, the iiutritiuu of the eye was in no manner inlhiencid. .* 1 . Aft« i’ .ilii^atuu* of 
both carotids, Uic eyes suffprcil more or h'ss; they became dim and o|)a(jiie, hut 
vopy ‘seldom a complete Aisorganization ensiieil. 6 . Ihit if the h,^:itui.- com- 
prised tlic pneuiiiogastric or syinp:ithelic nerve, an elliision took i)laci* fnnn the 
anterim^rface of the iris, the [)uj>il was closed by a falsi: inembijane, and the 
comcH^^jfSstd into suppuration. 

10. Vision after Destruction of the Opti^ Nirvcs. — Maji xiitt: i;ives an inslam-e 
of sight existing after tfie destruction of the optic nerves, in a man by mime ot 
Bardom who was admitted into the Hotel J)icu, in 1827, aiul tluve ciied. (hi 

the following appearances presented themselves. Tii the inti rval 
between tlie crossing o^thc optic nerves and the ])ons varolii, v\ as a i \ sL ol tlie 
size of a small egg, thiPfeyst was filled with a yellowish inalle]’, of which one- 
third Wats solid, on the sides, iind above, the cyst had fiattciu d and almost de- 
stroyed the optic nerves, all that remained of them w ere i)i)i lions of cerebral 
substance adhering to the cyst, and which were wholly dcfieient at the. com-^ 
missurc; in fact, there was no connexion between llic eye and hrain,\.‘\ccp1 by 
the cyst. This patient could distinguibh ohjecis a few days before his death. 
^BwL ScL Med. dpril, 1828, 

— • 

11. Pivc Children at u Birth . — “ A peasant of the village of Snnkin, in the 
depfirtment of Nijegorod, twenty-five years of age, of short stature and robust 
constitution, vv’^as married at seventeen. 'J'he second year of Iku* manl:ig(‘ she 
had one child; the fourth year she proiluced twins at tin* eighth moulh. In .\o 
vember, 1824, she was brought to bed of five children — viz. on the yth, lOlli, 
12th, and 13th, four females, and on the 16th a boy. None ofllu.se e\ei cdi d 
eight inches in length. 'The girls died within a week: the hoy aiipeais to have 
lived. As to the mother, she cnlucly recovered a month after lur accoiiehe- 
ment; the only circumstance worthy of re|nark having been an extraordinary 
size of the belly. No similar instance had occurred either in her fiunily or tluit 
of her luishand. The above is related by’ Dr. Caiev’sky, in the Vndnno-ntnlil.dn- 
ski JonmaU a pa])cr on military medicine, published at St. !*■ ier.sljurg.” — 
dm Medical Gazette, VoL 11. No. 29, 1828. 

12. Cisse of Supcrfarfatlon, the I- terns hcniff nulurath/ forowd . — A woman 
forty-two years old, became pregnant the second time in Se])ttml>er, 1825. Tw o 
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) cars before she had Ik*ci\ delivered of a s<m. Her health was perfectly good 
diiniig the \\liole ])eiiod of pregnanevi and there liad been «o appearance ot 
the ijK iidrual ili’^cliiirgo. On the 2Kth of April, 1826, she ielt a huge o }r in 
I Ik- v:i};-Iiiiva''<l ai'pliL il <«> a He- Upoi' examination, it was ascertmneu to 
•t)i* « t'lvtiis, coiil:iiiiL‘<l in tlie niembmnes. In llic middle ol the sa^® ay t 
nHiisna-, exiicllcd, tai^dhcrwilli tlic me, iibi-.incs, without any discHMpc <a 
Mood. A Tier its exi)ul!,ion, llie attendant discovered another bag of jncmbHUleh, 
and the nalient was sensible of a moving body in the uterus. .In the middle ot 
(lie- niidit the paiits l).-gun, and she gave birth to a second living fietus; it W*8 
^ ei-v innK-rfeelU ilcveloped, and was contained in a single mmbnuious sac. 

.1).-. l•^.,^..^,ros•^ was immediately apTiIicd to: he found tKh.fa-tus was four 
int lK s Inn^-, :md T)iv.smncd that it li:ul urrived at about four months. The lniibs 
w-i iv casih tlisiiiigiiislicd, but werv not furnished with nail.9. Ihe 
iTr;? usnal propnrtiofi to tlic body. The fcctiis first bom was evidently at Ae foil 
pt ji()(l,'ancl tills opinion was confirmed by the time of the cessat! 0 |T;Of the 
nil ns(‘s, to w liicli the woman had paid particular attention. ^ IV any p lysicia s 
lun e denied 111.* po.ssii/illly of these casi‘S of bupcrfictation wluch have been oc- 
fisioiKilIv recorded. . , i .i • 

Dr. l••.■tl*.■rot■()l•e<•oncl■il<•ditincnnlbentuponlum to publish tins CM^ tor 
Iho aullK-ntitily of which he holds himself responsible.— 7fus< « JOaga-ui, 
I»J7. 

l.l. f.M) nf .S.,,.,rfa~hinon. llvM. Castes.— A marc having bcensucccssivcly 

, <.vci-c<l In a sbdmn and a.i:ich':iss. gave birth almoshWTOultelieoW^y V> twgma;- 

\ldn.ils ordiilereiit races— (JeiitraleSj May^ from tht 

iic MHL refer. ; 

M. i)ti Ihn (Connexion hcliumi Jfespirafton and Clrculation^Somei^f^^Tig 
ol.servalions relative to the connexion subsisting between tlicsc funq^^hftve 
1)1 ell lali Iv addressed to the Trench Academy by M. Dkfehmon. 
depeiulaiice, though recognized from the earliest times, has never before been 

‘■'■l.V.mn.ummS’eM.cn M. D. says he h.-is ascertained Aat 

blood, niopelled ])V the right ventricle of the heart ui^he pulmonatjr artem 
'md thu‘s e:'u-.-i. d to^l.e lungs, c:mnot return through Mpulmona^vcinsunW 
tlic aere :d cells :ire collapsc.l by expiration. During inspiration, 

.ii-e distcmh-.l, the iiassagc of the air is momenbirily inlcmipted, th® »™™ed^c 
"ellVcl of wijich intcrriiption is to prolong tlic contact of the air ^ 
and i-cniliM- the o.xygciiation more peWcet. M. Defermon niakes ”"® "”P 
pi ;ictic:il application of this cxiilaiiation, which is, tliat inflation 
eases ofsusiK iulcd aniimdion, far from facilitating Uic “ 

new obst:iclc to the ro.e,sl:il.lislimcnt*of the pulmonary circulation by dis tending 

the ail- <-clls. rliis fact, he s:i.\s, is in confirmation of the precept gimen by^e- 
roy d’KtioIes . — licruc Mcdicale, May, 1828. 

1 ^ On fhc i fferfs of Guleanism on the Nerven . — Of the luimcroiis cxpciilQe^s 
ubicli bale IK en inslitutcd to verify U.c analog between galvanism ^ 
iK-n-o«s action, those of tVinxiinLiiare not tile least mtcrcslmg or Icastcimous. 
The following are the most remarkable. ,• i i 

He lu-lu-adcd a cat, :md afte r pulsation and muscular action had completely 
(•c:i.scil, he removed tlie spinal maiToV, and filled the 
amalgum of mercury, zinc and silver. Immediately tlie thi-obbin^ • 

ricsi-ccommcnccd. and the muscular actions were renewed, which it was im 
possible to dislingui.sli from those wliicli are produced by ..Ld 

ipinal marrow, tin- animal moile many leaps. When the 
cvhau.ste.l, AVeiiihold, bv means of a metalic arc, placed the 

laiy miihclcs, graiUially 'in contact with the artificial medullary snbstanbc, and 
he revived again general hut feeble conli*aclions. • 
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quartehly periscope. 


He filled with the samo amalg'aTn, tlio cranium and vertebral canal of ano- 
thior cat,* which did not give any sign of life; the animal became during about 
twenty minutes in such a state of vital tension, that it raised its liead, opened 
its eyes, looked steadily, attempted to walk, and endeavoured to risi“^after fall- 
ing down frequently. Diu'ing all this time the circulation and pulsation \wvc 
vejy active, and continued for a quarter of an hour after the chest and alxlo- 
mcn were opened. The secretion of the gastric juice was evidently more 
abuhdtmt tlian ordinary, and ftie-ailimal heat was perfectly re-established. 

W^hold filled also the craniutn only, of a dog with the same amalgam, he 
examined then^He principal functions of tlic senses, and observed tliat the 
pupil still CQ]|||mmted, that the animal manifested still a desire to a\ uid tlie 
light, when a lighted candle was placed near it, and that it listened wlicii a 
pel te n struck with a key upon a table. 

jjR ildjo ld remarked also that the two extremities, of a (fividcd nerve, gaVe 
sp4;^|Ql^lhen they were brought together, lie divided the ci ural ncr\c in a 
cat, ana placed the extremities at the distance of a line apart, and connect c il 
them by a metallic arc: the moment when he completed the chain, he saw' at 
each extremity of the nerve a luminous point, but they tlid not pass from one 
to the other. “ 

The hypothesis of nervous atmosphere has been completely siibverlcd by 
the experiments of Wcinhold, in which, after having cut the ciairal he 

could not excite the contraction of the tliigh by nn ans of galvanism, altJiuugli 
the extremities of tlic nerves were at tlic distance of a line or e\ eii of a cpiai ter 
of ^(j^^gature .fSpn of nerves prevents the propagation of gal \ aiiisin. 

thsi^we nervous pulp is the only conduetoi’ of the gal\a 
%e neurilemals entirely deprivt'd of this ))o^ver. 
iiias observed even inatcrhil changes wliieh liMppeii in tlic nervoin 
the action of galvanism. Having isolated the crural lu rve of a 
jpg^ - W^served that the medulla of the lUTve, which was almost traiispa- 
refi^qte^ during the contniction of the muscles, produced by gaKanic 
ll^diatiofTtilM'ifJ^t this retractioA altcriuatcd with the dilatation. He laid ban: 
the ^ rabbit, and he observed that after liavhig '|)roilii(‘ed 

tl^fO^wAnS^ rapid contractions of the members, by means of a gal\:inic 
p$e, ^pw'slze of the|jh|rvc was diminished, lost its cylindrical form, anrl 
ultiinatjpry'^WMl^duceSK a simple white and compressed tiLl)c. This loss of 
subajj^ce pf Ul^^ervous medulla, during tlic action of nerves, was in the space 
of twenty ^^twenty-five minutes,':repaired by the increase in tlie li(‘ating' of the 
heart coinciding witli the violent contractions of tlic muscles; so that tlic iiei-vc'” 
tune, was restored to its cylindrical form. When on the other 
is extirpated so that the reparation of the loss of nervous sub- 
be effected by means of the circulation, the atrophied nerve does 
nQ^^rejJpilfeJn^jprimiti form. Wcinhold has observed the same loss of siib- 
^jUtbxportion of the spinal marrow, where tlic nerves of the anterior 
ejnSSnifaes go off, when he made the muscles of these members contract by 
violent and continued action of the galvanic pile, direcled to its 
netyig&^Ditfing the action of tlie nerve, not only the mass of the nervous sub- 
s^n^mtnimslicB, but also its consistence. Wlicn he divided a nerve, and ir- 
it a longtime by means of g^vanism, he observed that the nervous 
grai^ally became softer, and finally flowed guttatim, from the cxU-c- 
imfy of Qie divided trunk. — JtntnKd des Progrh, VoL X, 1828. 

. jtJTh^se are certainly marvellous experiments, and if tlieir correctness should 
bo confirmed by fluthcr observations, we need no longer despair of the Pro- 
methe8]^*t being unatUunable. 

16. ^ GjK xUmtrfUivc of tJie effects of a Division of the Spinal Marrow, hetweea 
ih». tk ^lglg tild fourth Do^kU V&'lebra\ in the Human Subject, lly W’illcam Wai.^ 
lira, — ^Mr. Wallace was called on to visit a man who had fallen from a 

drawing room window into a deep area. Upon examination, by passing his 
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finger along the spine, with some degree of pressure, he felt a vejy obscure 
cf^jilus, as if the spinous processes of those dorsal vertebr* which lie* between 
the scapulx, were broken; and when the pressure was increased at this ^art, 
it appear^^ to cause intolerable distress. For fbur hours the patient wy in a 
. state of ^nzy; at length he became comparatively tranquil, and"akls#^K^ 
collectively every question that he was asked. He had no sensibility, of po^r 
of moving his lower extremities; or, to use j>is own words, he was dead 
the chest downwards. In fact from the jypehth vertebro-stemai rjb ^^n- 
w'ards, all was insensible, and incapable df. Motion. With a catjief<^./^e 
introduction of which he did not feel) the urine wat diawn^; blood WMfb- 
%trac*ed from the arm, though it could be. procured but sflhtily; pui|parive 
cncmata were administered without any effec^, and the atd^tiach rejected 
every thing that was swallowed. Being questioned y to the sensations W^pb 
acrompaniccl tlic vomiting, he said he was, not at all si A, nor* were h iafe^^ |ga 
such as he had experienced on other occasions" during the effort of 
He appeared to have some power of suspending that action of the doma^, 
whicli caused the discharge of its contents; and when he directed his attention 
particularly to it, he was able to retain his drink for a short time. ,,With a 
view to pjocure some evacuation from the bowels, frictions on the abdomen 
were tried with a mixture of jalap, rhubarb yd gamboge, in mucilage of gum 
Araliic, as recommended by Alibert; but all in yin. Hiccup now supervened, 
as well as violent palpitation of the heart, which beat with great frequency, 
and with such force as to he observable through the sheet. 

It was in this distressing state of things, that it Qj^j^ed l^^^f'i'Wallace to 
add some tartar emetic to his whey, in the proporti(^mkjn^^^;w^ln^||ikd 
this beverage was given him ad libitum, which was 
nchcial effects. The bowels began to act copiously, and tWH 
ing ceased. However, on the ninth day after the ac cidy it, 

Dissectim . — On exposing the condition of the vembial caylf| 
marrow, with its proper membranes was found tom across at/^ * 
corresponds to the interval between the third and fourth donu 
lacerated ends were separated to the extent of half an inch^^ 
filled witli blood. The spinous processes of the^ second,’^! 
dor.sal vertebrae were fractured at their root; but, vi^jK^ from' i ^ . 

spine did not present any marks of injury. In the t^e wpcpwian 
of the encephalon were very much distended, and enuyd 

blood covered the posterior, superior and the^fexternal siirfacytiPp^ posterior 
Jobes of the brain, and part of the surface by which they corre^ond to 
longitudin^ fissure. In the abdomen, there was an extensive m^t^uyej^tibn 
of the small intestine. The liver was chargAl with black 
bladder, very much contracted, contained about two drachms co- 

lourless, and insipid fluid, resembling, in its appearance, the lOT 
In the chest, the pleura was fully and minutely injected with 0 . 

blood. The lungs were firm, and did not collapse, being gorged With 
blood. The right ventricle of the heart was considerably dilated, and j 
with coagulum. There were two circum8tanccs.pelating to the geneififc"' 
tion of the body after death, which, taken in connHsion, seem to 
of note. These were the extreme rigidity of the muscular systeip^ 
protracted continuance of vital h6atf from which it would apprel^ 
is no foundation for Rysten’s hypothesi^^ that «in mammiferjc tm bMs, the 
moment ri^^ty of the muscles begins, is the same in which the vital warmth 
is extinct, &c. The temperature of tlie*^araly»ed parts did not suffer any .(^i 
tion. Hence if Mr. Brodle’s opinions be ^founded, that the bmin is the 
source of animal heat, and the spinal marrow the orgun of its transmission, we 
must conclude that it performs this function by means of the trisplanchnic 
nerve, and not by its own peculiar nerves. Mr. yeiy propyteroubts 

whether the discharge from the bowels, on the foutvilBSy, resulted Irdm the 

No. V.— Nov. 1828. [25] 
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tartar cmctir* or from tlif effect <»f the injury itself. When a bladder has been 
patelyzed from injury of its nerves, retcnliun of urine is the immediate resAit-, 
btit sooner or later, this is followed by incontinence, as was the case in the 
present instance. This phenomenon is to be explained by a law to ^vbich the 
action of the nerves appears to be subject, viz. one degree of or irp • 

tation will produce spasm, or convulsion, and a greater degree of llic same 
wilf cause loss of power or paralysis. This law will be found to govern tin? 
mu^ular system, voluntai-y and jiltvoluntary, and conso(tuently the siibindcrs. 
T|^ inflanunation of tlie thoracic viscera, and the violent action of the lu ail, 
ni^ very welMA^ccounted for, from the direct operation of the in jury to the 
spirial cord; In^at diseased state of tlie cord, which accompanies curvature 
of the spine fxtbm caries of the vcrtabrsc, the pectoral organs expcrienci- much 
distress. The relations of the intercostal nerve witli the spinal column, ^^o\dll 
pej^ps satisfactorily explain the phenomena in both casc^. — Trunsadionii' oj 
of the Fellows and Licentiatea of the King and (^t€n\^(\iilrgc of 
Physiol in Ireland^ VoL V, 

17. New Researches on the Immediate Jtgmt of Vital Movdnvnh. 15> M. II. 
Dutrocbet. — I n our second number, page 4123, we gave an aeeou!|l of the In- 
teresting experiments of M. Uutroehet on vital motion. Siiu-e tlu‘ pnl)lieation 
of these experiments, he has renewed his researches; ami on tin* 17lh of March 
last he ro.ail to the Royal Acaclcmy of Medicine a memoir on llie subject, from 
which we select the following obsen'ations: — 

A tube is funmhed with an uppeiulugc similar to the flag of a trunN 

p^this pst^^CMlntied bf« piece of bladder. W'uler is poured in this append- 
ed[%^, and t&S'whole plunged into a vessel of water, 'flte water in the interior «d' 
thie is connected with the negative pole of a ^ oltaic plj^e, the exterior 

wateir w^the positive. The fluid is forced by the elect rieity through the mem- 
brane, fh)m the positive t0thc negative pole, and mounts in llwj tube and is elevat- 
ed above the watcrin the vessel. If the iiicmbranc is replaced !>} a plate of baked 
cli^ the4Mil&Wphenomenon of endosnum occurs, but does not take place wlicn a 
s^'of satidj^tone, or of carbonat or sulphate of lime is employed. Thus the por- 
vitiieh' 8^ the two differently electrified fluids, evidently has 

ill production of the phenomenon of ctuloti/nosv. 'J'liis 
k^ina is oef/ve when tliere is endosmose^ and inactive wlu n this does not occur. 

‘‘If ft fluid .which isdenserthaii the snrroimding- water be jiourcd in the instni- 
nfent, and the magnetic connection be broken, endosmose still takes place; the 
dei)se liquor in the interior gradually rises in the tube. This phenomenon oc- 
6lijra equally with an organic membrane or a plate of clay, but docs not with tlic 
sandstone or the carbonat or sulphate of lime. It is e\ ident that this phenoim* 
non of endosmose produced by the difference of density of the liquids, is an 
electric pnenomenoii as much as that pnaluccd by the pile. There are tin* 
si^e dctwe sxidincudive solids, and they play the same part. The galvanonu lcr 
hl^fiVer, does not indicate the existence of electricity in the two fluicls. lUit 
alitis evident tliat the permeable solid has, in this instance, an action wliich is 
pecohtf to it, and that it is indubitable that this action is electric, it follows that 
this atijdojii is entirely conflned to tlie capillary canals of this solid; it is a capil- 
lary electricity. It is, in fact, known that ordinary electricity, when it pusst s 
tlmugh namw channels filled wiili a fluid, gives a strong impulse to this li([iiid. 

'“There are fluids which, noU^dthstanding their greater density tlian water, do 
l^t produce endosmose when they arc separated from this latter fluid by an or- 
gtoic membrane; such is sulphuric acid — ^tiic addition of this acid to a liquid 
tfbceptible of producing endosmose, destroys this property in the latter. Hence 
there are active and inactive liquids, as there is active and ''^active solids. li is 
necessity to the phenomenon of endosmose, that the two heterogeneous liquids 
8bould.^W>active, and the permeable solid also ocfiec— if one of thoKic elements 
is inactm, endosmose does not take place. 
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4‘ These discoveries may be applied in an evidoM ms 
the ]}hysics of livinf^ bodies, in which there is allces 


L manner to ^ 

essaiy c64s36teneej< 

.iml fluids, eminently active, in which the aoWda.inJiume&l fh)m 
by the coiV'ict of the fluids, act on these latter, and pve them an i 
*iii file prccediiifc experiments, the injltieneed soWds, from their ac .^ 
contact of active liquids act on these latter, and give thegu an impul! 
lienee teaches us the solid influenced is onlyj^l^ solid eapilio-^ 
contact of liquids; consequently tlie orgoml^dsfbiiity of living 
wliat [ term uctioity^ that is, the property of re<^iyinir 
’’ These experiments prove that this iittracapijpaiy ^SSefeid^^ 
agent of organic or vegetative Itfe, they prove that tlm li^ 

one and the same fundamental vital property, which i'.ter|ii adkmty, 

“ 'This iiropcrt y yi liijuids consists in the powfr of ^viy^grisc^to capiUo el^tri> 
city by tlR-ir contact with solids. This property ill solids consists in fepuhy 
of receiving this intracapillaiy electricity. The destnictiqn of thi^j^w^y/in 
ficiivt Tu] uicls by the addition of an inaeiive fluids may give some precise ideas 
on the mechanism of stupifying poisons. Wc perceive from Uiese facts, the 
necessity of abandoning tlie use of the word sensibility in physiology; this term 
uijgljt to UT: restricted to psychology ! !’• 
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18, Complftc Ilvirnfioii of FirccSf/or Six J. B. ||||bd 

l\v enty-four years, of low stature, and of a very delicate compl43Eibci|,Viv^^udfl^fe^^ 
tlie time of In^* birth to pass the meconium. A midwife who . 
thinking that there was a conlraclioii of the lower part of the 
ed asuap suppository without consulting any other person. Huringhpl^'cnlldnoo^ 
the patient always found great difliculty of passing the fxces*' ^.yWious reme- 
dies were adfiiinistcred without success; but when the catatnek)aaap'^eftn;d};$e 
bowelh began to act iiatui-ally. I’hey continued in this st;it(' for 
tlie ii.atient iiiqiroved in health, and she considered herself coTApletely^i^ieiN^d 
from her ohl iidirmily. Hut at this period the mahidyj^ain retiirii4d^ aml^'J^. 
I'luiiu*, of Drome, was called upon to give his advice respecting • her caac.J;i^y. 
rhunc found that she had a considt^niblc tumeflictlon of the ah^Ol^bn, tile more 
firoiniiieiit parts being just to the left of the umbilicus; she had an tcute ]>ai'iriti 
this part, which extended towards the epigastric rcgion. As the patient wobkl 
not submit to be cx;imlncd, and as Dr. 'Thune W'as ignorant of what bad '.it^qr- 
rcal in her infancy, lie was unable to discover the true nature of her 
lie suspcctetl, however, that there qas a contraclioii of the rcc^ttO^ 
dical friend of his, whose counsel he disked, being of tlic same opmtbh^ pro- 
]>os(h 1 a v( getable regimen, emoHienf foment ations, scmicupium, 
lavements. 'The catamenia being supprc.ssed, leeches were applied to thS.Vinl- 
va. Piut these remedies, wliicli produccil inomciitaiy ease, were 
quite iru'flicacioiis. AVith a ^iew to overcome this 'obstinate con$flpatihljk|vr|iibh 
had continued for six months w'ithoiit permitting the patient to have 
ation, an ounce of castor oil was administered in a small quantity of li<in|;i|c^dhe 
had scarcely stvallowcd this when she was seized with a violent coltc, V^fldj^g, 
hicCiip, .ind other symptoms of misery. She died after eight dayfl: of mexpres- 
sible suffering. • . , 

“ Scefio Cadaveris, — ^The abdomen was found very hard and enoriiioi^y dis- 
tended. An incision was made along the linea alba; but scarcely was this com- 
menced below the stemiun when it ran on of its own accord, accompanied hy 
a noise like the explosion of a fire-arm. I'he intestines, being no longer sup- 
ported by the abdominal muscles, gave w'ay, and a jcoqsiderable quantity ^of 
taccal m.al ter was discharged with great force. The liviir adhered to the arcls 
^j’ i)ic colon. 'The stomach and the small intestines Vcrc empty and injected. 
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I’lie large intestine was three lUcimctres and twenty millinUtm in ellT^lmler^ny^ 
and it contained about thirty dt forty pounds of substance resembling <lry <lirl. 
The rectum was thickened and inflamed. Its cavity was obstructed about tliree 
inches from the anus, by a sort of transverse partition, in the rnlddl^ of wbieli 
was an aperture scarcely large enough to admit the extremity of the IiUle 
finger. 

“ Had cathartics been administered by the month in this ease, and a rectum 
[lougic used, the patient w'ould, in all probability, have recovered and <lone 
well. What was done amounted to nothing. It was evident enough, from the 
symptoms of the cfise, tliat therc^was a mechanical obstniction in some' part ol - 
the intestinal canal.” — I^md. Mv.d. and Surg, Journ. Aiigmty 1828, frnin the 
PJjihemcrides Med. de Montpellier. 

19. Hydatuh in the Female BreasU resembling a Scirrhus l^imuur, — “ A robust 
young female, twenty -five years of age, complaineil of pains in the h-ti breast, 
which at first had been confined to one point, but had subsequently exte'iitlcd, 
and became intiuiscly severe. A hard tumour, of a shining aj)])eai*aiice, about 
the size of a hen’s egg, was found in the part. It was divided into several IoIk^^, 
and resembled a deep-seated scinlms. The precise nature of it, howf/rver, could 
haiilly be deti rinined, from the immense size of the breast. Various means w ere 
inefrectually tried to discuss the swelling, and, as the sufleriugs of llie jialleiit 
were intolerable, an operation was determined upon, 'flic m unmar^ gland was 
perfectly healthy, hut beneath the pectoral muscle a cavity was discovered, fill 
cd with round bodies as wUHe as snow- They w ere foural to I* ■■ ii\dalids; iliree 
of Hrhlcli were about tlic size of a nut, and seven mucli smaller. Moil of them 
escaped freely tlirough the wound. They were of a s])herical Ibrm, and cover- 
ed with a shining solid membrane of a white colour. 'I’lie ])arieta; of the ca\ il> 
in wliich they had been contained were smooth, and rcscml)lcd a serous mem- 
brane. To promote adhesive inflammation, lint was introduced into the w'ound. 
For a long time an ichorous fluid was discharged, and stimulating injt:ctions ol 
nitric acid and mercury were found necessary to pi*oduce adhesion of the psnls. 
The patient was cured in about two months from the operation /’— Mt d. 
and Phys. Joum. August, 1828, from the CUniqnc des llupiiaux. 

20. Bemarkable Predisposition to f/xmorrhage. — Dr. Siiitixykii, of Vogis- 
berg, states that in a family of five children, under his obscr\ation, the eldest 
bit bis tongue, and bled to death; the second and fourth are perieety b( :iltli\ , 
but the third and fifth have a remarkable tendency to bfcmorrliage. All these* 
are of the male sex. 'I'he tw'o above mentioned, one .aged five years and the 
other fifteen months, have, at in’cgular periods, blue sjiots on the legs and 
thighs, which increase till tlicy become as largo as a pigeons egg, when lbc_v 
assume a greenish blue colour, they do nof bleed unless they are punctured; 
but if this be done, the hemorrhage does not cease till the* child faints, and 
the body is blanched. The blood wliicli flows first is red, but afti r a timi* ii 
becomes pale, like w’atcr in which flesh has been w^ashed. Pressure with the 
point of the finger, kept up for twenty-four hours, is sufficient, according to 
the testimony of the parents to stop the bleeding. No coagulum ever fbi-ms, 
to plug up the vessels. Jleithcr of the parents nor their relatives, iiarticijiate. 
in tliis morbid condition, and it is remarkable that it has aftccted their cliildren 
alternately, viz. the first, third, am 4 fifth. — Zeitschr. fur Natur, und IMlkunde.. 

~~~~ c 

21. Spasmodic Stricture of the Urethra from Mental Excitement. — We extract 
the following case from the inaugural thesis of Dr. llcimoneng, of Montpidier. 

A young man, after violent mental agitation, was attacked with retention ol 
urine. 

“Dr. R, found the bladder much di.stcndod; tlic hypogastric region was e\ 
trcinely tender to the touch, and the patient almost in a state of <leliriiini from 
his suftcrings. Several unsv.ccessliil attempts were made to introduce an iiistru 
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into llic bladder. Tlic coiifmction \v:is urnsibly fVlt ill the passag’o, but 
a[)|)< :ir« d to bo clastic, and to recede from llie instrument without being* per 
riu aif d b_\ it. In the endeavour to inlroduct^ tlie catheter a good deal of ha:- 
fiiiii rlMgc \\:is eaiisul. After much violent straining, the patient succeeded in 
• nridving .iboiit ji wine-glassful of urine, and v'as momentarily relieved. Twenty 
oniin-s of blood were taken away, and thiru leeches applied to the perinaeiim. 
<Jl\.steiN, foim ntations, and a warm bath, were also employed. Still, however, 
tlic ui liu: did not pass, l/pon more accurate examination the contraction was 
fouml to exist at about six inches from the orifice, but no instrument would 
pass, d'lie j)alienl urgently requested to have some opium, for the purpose of 
i L lio\ ing Iiis torment, and a gnun was given him. In the night he made water 
in .iluiinlaure, .uid a bougie, of a large size, could afterwardf be introduced. He 
staled, llial the same accident bad happened to him two years before, and from 
tilt* .same <-aus(; — nieiilal excitement. He was then enabled to make water by 
till- usi‘ ol a warm batli, in wliich he remained two hours.” — London Medical 
(inzitic, l^uL I. jSo. 26. 

22. Ihitnhml TLrrntm'ha^e from the Mammoo. — S. A. jct. twenty-four, was 
ailinitled iftio the Konigsherg Hospital for this afTeclion. Had been freipicntly 
attacked by ci>isla\is during her infancy; Avas marrictl at the age c'f fourteen, tlie 
ineiistrual discharge not a])pe‘UMng* until a year afterwards. At sixteen .she hc- 
e.iinc ])regnant, tlie nieiisi s (XM'urriiig at the re gular interval during the two first 
inontlis. they tlicn ceaseil, but reappeared in the sixtli and seventli montlis. She 
Miekh'd her child, (a lioy,) for two }e.ars, the mensem appciu'ing',. and cemtinuing 
to recur, from tin second month after her delivery. On W'eaning her child, milk 
I onlinued to he seei-etcd in large quantity; and although, when the breasts be- 
came tenst‘, i^llowc'd from the nipple, y^ct for her own comfort and relict^ from 
tiu' distress it occasioned, she took the child of a neighbour, and continued to 
Mickle it for a year and a half, ami occ.asionally gave the breast to otlier children, 
tin quantity of milk secreted Avas so great. She had now got to a period of four 
yi ars after her coiihnejiient, wlic-n a ])ractitioncr, Avho was consulted, undertook 
to sto]) Ili(' (?^cessive and continued secretion of milk, by repeated absti'actions 
of Iilood, and tliis Av as performeil seven times in the course; of eight days. The 
flow of milk ti])on this ct ased, hut a more serious evil now took place: blood 
w.as discharged from both breasts, attended Avith much pain, and this became 
.ilmosL intoh rable Avheu the blood cc*ased to flow. This slate had continued 
c\cv since, the blood coming away continually night and ihiy, and also during 
the mcnstyial periods, but without ailecting her health. 

On hc-r admission into the Konigsherg hospital, the patient had the sippear- 
iu<-e of a healthy Avell-fed Avomaii, in rude hc:dlli, Avilh somclliing of a plethoric 
lialiit, and, Avith the exception of the adectioii for Avhirh she Avas admitted, and 
till* alti'iidant pain, in perfect health! The mamma:, Avhich she Stated to have 
been A ('!} large and full w hilst the milk was secreted, but to liaA'c lost half their 
si/e siiiee blood had been di.scharged, felt soft, and showed no evidence of in- 
Hanmiation. 'riie\ Avere, bowcA cr, extremejy sensible to tlic touch, and she 
could not licar the pressure of her clothes upon them. From the nipples, which 
AVd’e of iialiiral si/e and form, there trickled blood, sometimes of a bright red 
coluur, sometimes thm, dark-coloured, passing rapidly into putrefaction, and the 
quanliiv of which A’;iricd from three drachms to :ui ounce in the tA\entv-four 
iioiirs. The blood could not be pressed from the hrca.sl as the mUk had been 
In cold Avc:ither, cs]>ccially, lliere Avr« much pain in the breasts, and Avhen the 
tloAv of )>lood stopj)ed, the pains became intolerable, and extended to the nock 
and head, shoulders and arms. She Avas free from fcAcr, ])ulse sIoav and .soft, 
skill dry, evacuations from the bowels and kidneys natural. During the ]irfi 
gress of the case, the menses bail continued to a]ij)e:ir at the regular periods ol 
four Avi'eks, until a short time before the patient's admission, wlieii, for the firsl 
tune, they ilid not slioAV themselves, whereupon a vicarious disc barge of blood 
ipparcntly both from the lungs and stomaih, took p!uce. 
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Dr. Jacobson had the patient ten weeks under liis care, during wliicli tui»e 
vayiibu!i nfeana were resorted to with a view to licr relief, l.cechcs were repeat- 
edly applied to the pudenda, and blood token from the feet; digitolis, hydrocy- 
anic acid, and alteratives given internally; the scmicupium and pediltivia em- 
ployed, and a suspensorium mammx applied. No alleviation was, howevt^r, ob- 
tained, and the difficulties of a cure seemed to be increased, from the circum- 
stance of discharge of blood from the lun^ and stomach on the thirtl appearance 
of her menses, (which usually continued eight days,) during her stay in Ihehtmsc. 
Unfortunately the patient most obstinately refused following the remedial means 
ordered for her, she was on this account obliged to be discharged, so that 
the ultimate eve^hif the case has not been ascertained. — Jlust*s Magazin. 

■< f- 

23. Actum of the Uierua from Sympathy. — Dr. Pichon^ lately attcuidcd a 
young woman duTin||^ her first labour, which was unusually tedious and severe. 
H^r mother, foi^-eight years of age, who attended as the nurse, was much af- 
fected at the sufferings of the patient: she soon experienced sensations resem- 
bling uterine action, aiul, four or five hours after the labour, she perceived a 
sanguineous discharge from the vagina, which continued for several da) s, witli 
occasional interruptions. She had not menstruated before for eiglit years. On 
the third day from the first appearance of the disclnirge, the breasts swelled, 
and became painful to the touch. A kind of milky fluid escaped from the nip- 
ples for five or six days; the uterine hacmorrliagc then disappeared, llie breasts 
assumed their natural state, and the lady subseiiucntly e\-]H nenci (l no inconve- 
luence. Dn Paillard has iwcntly rehited a similar case to the Society of Prac- 
tical Medicine at Paris. Med, Gazette, Vol, L JVo. IB. 

24» ^^aordinaryTmtanees of Suppression and Retention of Urin^, — “In llufc- 
land’a for August, 1827, there is an cxtraortlinaiy case related of a ) oung 

who made no water for seven weeks, and who suftcred little or no incon- 
venience from tliie extraordinary suppression. There was no vicarious secretion 
in this case. Catheters were introduced into the bladder, but no^ urine could 
be found. Dr. Racum, (of Riga,) after failing with all other medicines, restore d 
the urinary secretion by a mixture of oil of amber, Venice turpenline, and bal- 
sam copaiva. 

•*In another German Journal, there is a case of retention tpiite as cxlraordinai*) . 
The parent was a young lad of thirteen years of age, who cxpei icnccd a seven; 
pmxysm of fever, in October, 1822, followed by a miliary eruption, whieb was 
repelled by exposure to cold. Another paroxysm ensued, and gre/it debilit v 
¥raii[,^c result. On the 20th of November, he was seizctl with violent j>;iin in 
the rectum, which was greatly aggravated by attempts to pass any flceal mat 
lets. In tlie beginning of January following, the constipation still continuing, 
the urinary secretion became extremely scanty, and at length ceased for fifteen 
days. TTiis cessation, and for a similar space of time recurred tw ice aftc'rwards. 
In March, 1823, tlie urinary discharge ceased again, and none was passed for 
sise months afterwards! In July, the boy was found to be extremely emziciatial, 
the bowels being obstinately constipated, and there being periodical pains in ilu* 
loins, which were so severe as to throw liim into convulsions. Notliing unusual 
could 'be discovered about the ui'inary passage, or rectum. The alulomen, 
however, was greatly distended, but not apparently with fluid, as it cmittc d a 
hollow sound when struck. On exploring the rectum there was felt, on each 
side, an elastic tumour, the nature of wdilch could not be ascertained. Dr. 
Berres introduced a very fine catheter, the urethra being extremely contiMcieil, 
but could not draw oil* any urine. Medicines only exaspera' ?d his suflerings 
He was taken by his father to Pest, where he was examined by several jdiv- 
sieians andHiurgcons. While there, the water commenced flowing in large 
quantities — tlie abdomen shrunk in proportion — and the boy got well.*' — Mat 
Ghirurg, Rev. July, 1828. 
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In^mmatum of the VkeetUa . — « On this subject M. Draclict has publislicd 
a paper in a recent Number of the Journal Gcn^ralp which we diiJIhere notice. 
AI. 11. rcmark.s that this inflammation is equally dangerous to the mo&er and 
the firtiis. lly intercepting or deranging the placental circulatioiv^ it imay des- 
. tigv the latter quickly or lead to abortion. Where the phlogosis is not^SO ex- 
ti nsive or intense as to destroy the life of the embryo, it may greatly injure its 
lu akh and obstnict development, by diminishing, more or less, the nutritive 
iiuilerials .sup]>1ied by the mother. This inflammation is dangerous to the pa- 
rc-ni, because it may spread to the utcnis, which is a serious consequen^. 
I'hen in the induction of abortion, it is not devoid of danger, to the mother, 
riu' causes of this placental inflammation are, blows on WG abdomen, fiJls, 
slincks, violent contortions of the body, frights, strong mental emotions, &c. 
liiHaininalory aflections of the mother, and especially metritis, may also lead to 
pliicinilal inhainmiftion. If, after the application of oneor more of these causes, 
M c find a ])rcgnant woman complain of pains in the loins, coming on periodically, 
but never entirely ceasing, leaving in the intervals a dull and uneasy sensation, 
we may presume that there is placental inflammation in existence. In such 
c’.'iso, aboriion is imminent — or, if this do not take place, the life of the foetus is 
in ilangor.* We cannot be too early in our endeavours to remedy the evil; and 
as, ill all other inflammations of parenchymatous structures, blood-letting is the 
most effectual measure. Kut timid depletion will not succeed. The patient 
should l3e kc])t in the horizontal position, and a large quantity of blood should be 
detract i-d. To quietude, position, and venesection, cold drink should be 
added. Hut it is not suflicient to remove the moijp urgent syipptoms. Anti- 
])lilogislie measures should lx* continued, till all sen<i^ of weigl:^ pain, orun> 
e asiness, is removed from the loins or uterine region, in order induration 
of the placenta, the consequence of chronic inflammation, may not suc^0ed the 
acute form, and thus produce those troublesome adhesions of the |3Xi|i|ehta to 
the iiU nis, which require manual force for separation after delivery.' ' 

“ Dr. llracbet has no doubt that many morbid conditions of the placenta escape 
our notice, in consequence of the little attention that is paid to the examination 
of this parltlftcr its removal from the uterus.” — Ibid. 

2r>- Mnrhid Sttflenw^ of llic Uterus. By S. G. j .rnoTH, M. D. — It is only of 
late years that mollcscence, or morbid softening of the living structures, was 
discovered to he one of tlicmost important, and,, unfortunately, one ofthe n^Ost 
common struclural lesions to which the human frame is subject. The bnuii, 
the lungs, the spinal marrow, the ncr\'es, the muscles, the bone, the heart, imd 
Ollier part^, have been found in this pathological condition, and have been the 
subjects of accurate investigation. The uterus is the organ to which WC fire 
now to direct oiir attention. 

“The mollesccncc of the womb ts more frequently partial tliah general. It 
more commonly ot'cupies the internal surflice, and the cervix-— though occa- 
.siuiially it is found penetrating through the entire substance of the or^n. 
'I’hc inollcscenct presents several efe^rces, blending insensibly into each other. 
Jn the first degree, the ])arts arc simply softened or very flaccid, generally with 
serous, or scro-sanguincoiis iniilti'ation into tliQ interstices. An example of this 
kind was observed by our author in the Hospice de la Maternity, in the month 
of March, 1827. A young and strong female had been earned off by puerperal 
fi'vcr, a few days after deliveiy. On dissection, not only the uterus, which had 
a large empty bag, but all tlic otl^r organs, especially those of a muscular 
structure, as the heart, were in a state of extreme flaccidity. The tissue of the 
uterus was infiltrated witli scrosity,* and veiy lacerable. Internally it was lined 
with a dark coloured, viscid coating, exh^ng a putrid odour. The ovaria were 
softened, flaccid, and infiltrated. The heart was in a similar condition. There 
are not wanting examples of this kind in works on puerperal fever. 

“ In the second degp*cc, the structure of the uterus is still farther altered. T1 
will .scarcely bear handling, without reduction inV> ^ pultaccous mass. The 
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fbHowin^ is an example, observed at the Hospice dc la MaterniU*, under the 
care of Professor Deneux. 

**A female, a^^ed twenty- seven years, of good constitution, and previously 
healthy, w^as safely delivered of her second child, 4th April, 1827, after a labour 
of seven liours. She complained of a pain in her side; the same day, and was 
bled, both generally and locally ^ but some symptoms of pulmonic ailed ion 
continued till the 17th of the same month, when she com])laiiu <l, ibr the first 
time, of burning heat in her throat. The night was ])as.scd in great agitation, 
and, on the following ilay, the tongue was observt d to be swelled, and an ery- 
sipelatous eruption covered the neck and shoulders. As there wtrre some signs 
or gastric derangement, an emetic was ])rcscribed, and an oily purgative. On 
the 19th, the patient comjilaiiied of great general debility, but no local 
pain. Having exposed herself to cold by throwing olf the bed-clothcs, llu', 
erysipelas disappeared rather suddenly, and was succeeded by iliarrlura, urgent 
thirst, and cough. 22d. Cephalalgia was added. 23d and 21tli. Showed symp- 
toms of low fever; but without any pain or tenderness of the abdomen. Slie 
lingered till the 2Cth, when she expired, never having complained of pain in 
the abdomen or uterine region. 

Dissection. The arachnoid was opakc — many red points in the brain wlicn 
sliced — no efliision in the ventricles, 'fherc was soiiii; yellowish st rum on the 
thoracic cavities — lungs sound — heart flaccicl. 'rjierc Was some yellowish ef 
fusion in the peritoneal cavity, but the peritoneum itself was healthy- 'file 
mucous membrane of the carcum and colon was intenstly inllamed — Iivei' en- 
larged and softcnetl — the uterus w'as so soft, tliat it w'^ould scarcely benr liaml 
ling, especially in its aiiterTor pai'ielcs. 

**Iii two cases of puerperal fever, our author observed a similar mollcseenet^ 
of the uterus; and cases ai’e quoted from Lippich and Nauman, sliowiiig llic 
same condition. 

“ In the third degree of uterine mollcsccncc, the disorganization amoiiiils 
to almost a liquefaction or reduction of the viscus to an inorganic pulp. Ce- 
nerally, this state is only partial — life not continuing till the whoUt organ Is so 
clianged>«;^specially in acute cases. For the most jvart, llie stomr !li, lieart, or 
other, viicei^^partakc in these mollcscences. flie tissue thus sotUneil, some 
times preserves its natp’ul colour — at other times it is pale, 'flic ])anctes of 
the uterus •are more triqucntly in a slate of atrophy than iiypertrcjpliy, when 
lh6y are morbidly softened. 

•‘The symptoms of this uterine mollescence arc very vague, and bul fifth' 
known— especially those attendant on tlic invasion of the disease. A sense oi 
weight, OP constraint in the pelvis — dull pain in the hypogasti’inm, ilugmcntcd 
by pressure — uterine haiinorrhage — suppression of the lochia, (if in the period 
of accouchement,) — febrile exacerbations, &c. arc the usual accompanimenls ol 
this disease; together with a remarkable jA’ostration of the mental and physical 
powers, and a presentiment on the i>iirt of the patient, that death will ensue. 
Our author thinks — and tlic conjecture is rational — that, if this disease be going 
on dunng iitcro-gcstation, tliere will be slow and laborious parturition, with 
probability of a dead fcctus, uterine hxmoiTliage, and other accidents atteiidanl 
on bad labours. It is also not improbable, that mollcsccncc of a portion of 
uterus may be very accessory to that dreadfid occurrence, laceration of the 
organ. This last supposition, indeed, is nearly converted into a certainty, by 
the cases of ruptured uterus pui upon record by various authors. The rup- 
ture of other organs also, as the heart and stomach, in cases of moUesceiicc of 
these parietes, is favourable, to this supposition. 

“ Tne progp'ess of mollescence of the uterus, is sometimes acute, sometimes 
chronic. The duration, of course, is very various. It may continue for many 
years, if the aftcction be partial, and if n^iing occurs to hurry foi*ward the dis- 
ease. Witliout being able to say any thing decisive as to its comparative fri*- 
cpiency, our author thinks, that it is a malady by no means very rare, ^’llo 
proxinuate cause is doubtfpl — it is not always tlic same. The niollcsccncc is 
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s^Pinctimes a primitive afiection— sometimes the effect of otiier diseasesy as of 
in flammation. In the first instance, it may be owing to a kind of defective nu- 
trition — in short, it may be a kind of atrophy of tlie organ, unaccompamed by 
.aii^ super-iiTitation or excitation. There is little doubt, however, that this mode 
of ’production is infinitely more rare than th.it which results from inflammatoiy 
action in the part, acute or chronic. Our author is also of opinion, that there 
is another cause for this mollesccnce of the uterus — ^and that is, a putrid or'de- 
]>raved state of the blood itself. Many cases which occurred to him at tte 
Materiiitc, arc in support of this doctrine; but, at present, he declines enterl^ 
fartlu'i on this path of investigation. 

“ I'Ju; prognosis is unfavourable — but more or less so, according to the deg^e 
of intensity, and extent of the disease. The diagnosis is very difficult, and 
must be gathered, if possible, from the few symptoms already described. In most 
case.s, tile disease is only recognised after death. This, however, was the case 
in many other diseases, now well known by living indications, but formerly un- 
distinguishable, from want of investigation. The same observations will apply, 
no doubt, to the treatment. It must be purely sijmptomatical — that is, the ac- 
tual pheiK^mena present must be attended to, and combated, if practicable. In 
some cases tlic disease, when situated about the os, or cervix uteri, can be re- 
cognised by manual examination. It is then for us to determine, by the existing 
symptoms, whcllicr it is of an inflammatory nature, or the effect of atrophy*^ 
and act accordingly.” — Ihid^ from the Repertoire, 

27. Gangrene of the lung terminating favourahl§»’^yi, Ladwuit communi- 
cated to the Royal Academy of Medicine, a case of this kind. A lady had Ck- 
])crienccd from youth several attacks of hsemoptisis. In a journey whichli^llin^e 
to \"ers:iilles, ih 1822, she was seized with acute pain in tlie tight side 

which } icldecl to the application of twenty-four leeches, but which 8^l|wiiuc^ 
ail indescribable uneasiness of two or three days* duration. On the 4w <£iy, 
was sei/i‘d with a violent and convulsive cough, succeeded by an abundihit 
cxpectoraticw of greenish matter mixed with a black substance, emitj^iug'a hor- 
rible gangrenous odour. This kind of expectoration coiitinu^a lb||||^;^time, 
and it was ten months before she perfectly recovered. — Revue Me^eak. . ' , / 

28. Instance of Obliteration of the Aorta opposite the Fourth Donal Fertebw* 
lly I'rofessoi* Mkckkj.. — A peasant, aged tliirty-ftve years, previously in |^Qod 
health, rolmsl, and well-made, was, all at once, on the 18th January, seized 
with a sen.te of great debility, while canying a sack of grain to market* Sfe 
was cari’icd to the hospital immediately. The symjitoms of syncope and vertigo 
were dissipated in a few hours; to which succeeded gastric iiTitability, pain, in 
the chest, total loss of appetite, bilieiis vomiting, the pulse remaining little .id” 
tered. 15y the sixth day, the patient appeared to be completely .cured— got 
up — and was walking about — but suddenly fell down dead. 

Dissection. — On opening tlic thorax, tlie pericardium was observed to 'be 
filled with black blood, occasioned by rupture of the right auricle, which was 
softened in its siructure. The aorta ascendens was found to be too much 
ililatod for injection from that point — and, therefore, ligatures were thrown on 
the left subclavian and carotid arteries, while the tube was fixed in the ariieria 
innominata. The injection was considered to be unsuccessful, and as the sub- 
ject had lieeii designed for a demonstration, it was thrown aside. On opening 
the abdomen, afterwards, the vesscls*were seen injected, us were thos6‘of the 
lowcj- extremities down to the feet. The examination being prosecutedii^ they 
found the aorta, immediately below the arterial ligament, reduced to the size of 
a crow-f|uill, while a beautiful net-work of vessels was seen between the trunks, 
going ort' from the arch of the aorta, and the intercostuls of tlie aorta dcsccndens. 
'I’he said intcrcostals were very much enlarged, and had produced grooves in 
the ribs. From this circumstance it was inferred, that the ohlitci'ation of the 
aorta was an aff'oetion of long standing, and could mft possibly have dated from 
No. V.— Nov. 18^28. [26] 
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the, late attack of syncope, six days previously. Tlic man must, tlicreforo^ 
have, not only siirvivc <l the cause of the obliteration, wliatever it was, but lived 
in good health for many years afterwards. On enc[uiry, all that could bo learnt, 
was, that this man liad been very oflen ill in his youth j but afterwards had 
grown up strong and inuscular . — Mnirnid Cowpkmmtuirc. 


29. Case of of Ihn Coaltf of fhc Stomneh. lly M. Chomel. — The 

following case is highly insM-uctivc, as showing the great disorganization that 
exist in the stomach wiiliout its jiroducing any considerable s} ni])athctie 
disturbance in the system or lebrile action. We especially rccoinmeiul to llie 
attention of our readers, the eoncluding remarks of the editor of the Medico- 
Chlrurglcal Review. It must be evitleiit to every man of rellcction and obser- 
vation that experience alone is by no means a safe teacher; it b^it eonlinns fools in 
their foUy, the wise only learn from it. 

*• Cas^. — A married woman, aged twenty-two years, who liad bad one child, 
bj^ciatne troubled with a considerable ina:norrhagia in the beginningof the y ear 
i8*r, at which period she was also exposed to several moral emotions of a dis- 
tressing nature. Nevertheless she became ])regnant, and experienceil almost 
constant malaise — anorexia — thirst — ^ienderness at the epigastrium aiccr eating 
— ^nd, finally, vomiting of yellow and bitter matters. It was three days after 
commencement of tlicse more serious symptoms that she enterc d I .a Charite, 
viz. on the 24lh May, 1827. The expression of tlic count(.‘ nance was natural, 
as was the state of the skin and tongue — ^the pulse was scarcely fpiickened — 
thirst very moderate — epigdRitrium veiy tender on pressure, but the abdomen 
sofiifan^ indolent. Each day she had ten or twelve vomitings of bilious matters, 
wra^Ot^d streaks of blood — stools regular. Leeches were applied to the e])i- 
fomentations, lavements, diluents, &c. were employ* od, but with- 
out The vomitings continued— the lenderiiess of the epig’astriiim 

increased— the tongue wa.s sometimes red, or shining — sometimes iialiiral. 
Opium, fora time, diminished tlie sickness, but ultimately failed. On the 2‘lth 
June, ^i^,jS|ckness suddenly ceased — and the epigastric pain vauisl;ipd ‘^“‘lircly. 
But dfsi^ty find emaciation advanced, and she ex])ired on the ytli july^, no vo- 
mitim^ving^occurred for a foi-tnight before dissolution. 

** JJtsiectwn. On opening tlie abdomen, the stomach w'as found torn from llie 
cai;dkiC> orifice to about the middle of its anterior surface; but witlioiit any ex- 
travasation into the abdomen.’ A great portion of the mucous UK inbrane of 
this organ was completely destroyed; and some pails of tlic inuscular ami jiori- 
toiu^l coverings were so soft and lliin as to be ruptured almost liy handling 
Uiejm* There were only a few red patches in tlie mucous membrane of the 
in&Stines. The uterus contained a firtus of three months. 


^•Jiemarks. This was an extremely wdll-maikcil case of gastritis, (of the 
Hh^OUS membrane,)^ as far as pathology was concerned. Hut it is not a little 
W»^^»-ble that, while such a dreadful disorganization was going forward in a 
vital, yisciis, there should be so little febrile tlisturbaiicc in the system. The 
pulse and skin scarcely evinced any deviation from a state of healtli, and the 
was often natural. The cessation of the vomiting too, lor a fortnight 
b^gJ^e deatli, was an occurrence not to be expected, according to the ideas 
are formed fi*om elementary instruction, and systematic descri]jlioiis of 
diMases. It is from clinical cxpi rience, and from faithful clinical reports, that 
becomes stored wuth the knowledge of those almost infinite vai’ictics 
diseases, the want of \yhicli ’knowletige renders the praclitioiier 
liaBjpij|to error in ])rognosis and diagnosis. 'I'he apparently dry dc- 

iaita wSkme of tliis kind arc quite wearisome, if not disgusting to the young, 
and esp ejM y to the routine practitioner. But we can tell them, that a careful 
permal 4|pp^ch cases is one of the best modes of disciplining the mind for re- 
ceiving agirorate impressions at the bed-side of sickness. "I’hcre is a very pre- 
valent idea among professional men, that practice alone makes the goiid ami 
successful practitioner. W c deny it — and this denial is grounded on more lliaii 
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4^iirty years of careful observation, not only of diseases, but of mpn. In all 
iJiat c-oiirse of time we never knew a g'ood and a successful practitioner who did 
not read and study as well as observe. It is usual for tlie lazy man of experi- 
ence to tpiote Jolin Huntc:r, as an example of {^reat eminence, without reading*. 
Not luiving* known John Hunter, we cannot speak as to hisjorac/Zcrz/talentSs but 
the foreg’oin,!:'' opinion is the result of what we have seen among our own ac- 
tjuaintanccs, which arc not very few'. It is fashionable to dpride books and 
study; but, for our own parts w'e have no hesitation in alfirming, that nine tenths 
of our practical knowledge would never have l)ecn acquired, had it not bcenjbr 
liiat d'seij)hMc which results from studying the practical observations of otheftt. 
Tins sentiment from gray luiirs ma}' probably have some weight with those who 
think that every tiling is to be gained by the si^ht of diseases, and little or no- 
thing from rcJUction excited by reading. Not a day passes — ^not a day has 
passed for tw'enty years, that w'C have not seen the most outrageous errors com- 
niittcd by men who pride themselves on never consulting any thing but their 
owni experience. Sucli men were born in darkness — live in darkness — and will 
die in darkness.” — Medico-Chirurgical Rev, July, 1828, from the Revue 

30. iUt.9r of Tumour of the Cerebellum. By Joskimi IIuultoit, Esq.— In bur 
original departmc‘nt will be found three cases illustrative of the pathology, of the 
nervous s} stem, tlie follow ing cast*, related by Mr. lloulton in the London Mkdi^ 
ad Ilepositnry find Rrviav, for .^Iprih 1828, is interesting as tending to the saxfie 
point, as is also the case by Mr. Stanley in our department of physiology, Art. 
7, p. 187. • 

♦Molni Burlin, though of small stature, was a strong-looking kd, with light 
hair, eyes, and complexion; hi.s usual employment was husbandry. He had been 
from childJiowd sub ject to occasional attacks of hcad-ache, but was nefi^llbeless 
a thrhing, active boy, until he amved at tlie age of twelve; the head-al^e be- 
came now' more frecpientand severe; sometimes, on waking in the morning, he 
would comjjlain of coii.sidcrabk* distress in the head, and wmilst working in the 
ficldSiuUl^ p^inw'ouhl suddenly sei/ehim,and oblige him to leave his employment. 

“ fn No\ eml)er, 1819, when lourteeii years of age, he became muclf^orse; the 
pain was tlu n attended l)y great j)roslration of .strength and violent retehiiigs. 

I was called in to see him on the 9tli of December. 1 found him in bed, and 
Ik; had just thi iiwn u]) a quantity of greenisli fluid from the stomach'; he ap- 
j)eare(l rather comatose; his skin cool; his pulse-feeble; he answered que^bns 
readily; he said he felt faint and cold; he had not, w'heni first saw him, much 
pain in th^ head, but said that he liad, when the pain came on, * such ^aps and 
cracks in his head,^ and he referred the scat of the pain to the forehead. His 
mother said that he had often requested her to apply her ear to his, that she 
might hear the noise in his head, and she had done so, and had *heard a poise 
there, like the singing of a tca-kcttlc just before it boils;’ but this was proba- 
bly all imaginary. She said, .she thought it ‘ something veiy remarkable that 
he should be some days so bad that he appeared as if dying, and that the next 
day he should be apparently well. lie would frequently say on his better days 
that he was quite ashamed that he had complained of being ill.’ When in pain, he 
usually placed Ins hand upon his forehead, and then upon the occiput, lloldiiig- 
tlie head dowm would bring on the pain; so would turning it suddenly; he car- 
ried it back, inclining to the left shoulder; which ga\e liim the appeai'ance of 
having a wry neck. 

“Ills appetite; was by no means irepaired; the bowels were costive. 1 pro- 
moted a relaxation of the bowels willi calomel and jalap, and gave him vplatile 
alkali, in camphor julep, which he look with much satisfaction, saving it made 
him fec i lietter. 'fhe calomel and jalap were occasionally repeated, and he 
was cupped aud blistered. 

“ Hi; died rather suddenly on the 26lh December, for on die morning of that 
d.i}, he did not appear worse Ilian he had fretpicnlly Ijceii hi fore; in the aftcr- 
.noon, his uiother thuugiit he did not seem sensible, ibr he Ihrcw liis arms about. 
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and used very unusual f^csturcs, and in about an hour after, she noticed that hf 
was seized with convulsions, and soon died, apparently without pain. 

**In disscctinjj the brain, several ounces of clear fluid were found in the 
ventricles; the septum lucidum was lacerated; the plexus choroides pale. In 
the left lobe of the cerebellum was found a globular substance, about the size 
of a large chesnut, weighing J^ivss.; externally, this tumour w^as very vascular; 
internally, it was uniformly pale, of a pimrose colour; in texture, it was tough, 
more particularly in the centre.'* 

31. IHsemea of the Hmrt caused hy Onanism ^ — “ Dr- Kiitmer, of Aach, has 
lately published an interesting paper on this subject. Our own experience has 
furnished us with several opportunities of seeing cases of the kind he describes; 
and as the subject has not 10^10110 been particularly discussed, we shall give the 
leading points of his communication. Dr. K. is of opinion that diseases of die 
heart, which have increased so much within tlic last twenty years, do not alwa>s 
depend upon organic alteration, but are very frequenlly produced by tlie banc- 
fid and lamentably frequent practice of the vice of onanism. Ilcad-achcs, great 
aancjdety, palpitations, faintness, an oppression and uniisual sensibility in the e])i- 
gastlic region, are tlic first symptoms produced. Tlicy increase in Lcvcrity in 
prppcnrtion as the subject gives way to the gratification of his unnatural jiroiicn- 
sil^, aiid quickly diminish, or cease altogctlier, if he abandons it. 'I’o supjioil, 
his opinions, M. K. states many cases. He enumerates the following symptoms 
as pathognomonic of such affections of the hcarl ; by an attention to wliicli, the 
practitioner wHl be enablccVto distinguish the train of symptoms from other dis- 
eases which a!re not unfrequently suspected. 

'•* I4 The hair loses its natural brillianc}", is remarkably dry, and frequently 
extremities. It falls oft* easily and in hvrge cpiantiVes, especially 
from the^fore part of tlie head. In pcrsoiis affected with consumption, or orga- 
nic dilrease of the heart, the hairs appear well nourished, and rarely fall ofl'. 

^ 2. The eyes are dull, downcast, frequently full of tears, and without cx- 
pression^ ,and deeply sunken in their orbits. The edges of the eyelids are red- 
dUi, andwrrounded by a bhiisli tint, in phtliisical patients, and iTiose with or- 
ganic^jj^sease of the heart, the eyes arc brilliant, and always preserve their na- 
tiual ^^prcsslon and vivacity. In young females, at the a])i>voach of menstrua- 
IUhIv a blue circle is commonly observed around the eyes, but licrc also their 
brilliancy is undiminished. 

The patient appears very timid, and unwilling to look other people in 
the fiice. 

41 Periodical licad-aclic is common, extending from the occiput towards 
the forehead. 

'The power of sight is diminished; the ap])etite is lost; the tongue is 
UfUilly loaded. A slight cough, short aiifi difficult respiration, arc generally 
preset; but sdll llie patient can draw a deep ius])iration. 
t' Pains in the stomach, with weight and pressure in tlic cpig:islric region. 
Patients witn organic diseases of the heart have occasionally these symptoms, 
but in such cases, they arc not accompanied by those above enumerated. 

*‘7. A general feeling of lassitude, and feebleness of the limbs, with pains in 
the lower part of the back. We would add also, tliat pain and throbbing of tJie 
testicle-s, with uneasy sensations vhooting up the spermatic cord, arc frctiuently 
^plained of. 1 / 

• -*•8. The perspiration has a dull and sweetish odour, similar to that of infants 

at ftfe bMfts t. 

‘jHhe vice of onanism be touched upon in conversati n, the agitation and 
embanuM of the patient invariably betray him. 

m practice be continuetl, the mind is at length enfeebled, tlie pa- 
tient is incapable of mental or bodily exertion, and sinks into a state of somno- 
lency." — IjotuL Med, Gaz. VuL I. No l%from I Iufcland\s Journal. 
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^ 32. Jlupture of the Stotntuh, produced by Vomiting, — J. N. AVbbks!i, Esq. re- 
latos, in the fourteenth volume of the Medico- Chirurgi cal Transactions^ the fol- 
lowing^ case. A man, wt. 34, had been subject to attacks of ])ain in his sto- 
mach foi’ two years; tliese pains generally went off with vomiting. About 
(JJiristmas he vomited a large quantity of bl >od, since whiclitime his health has 
been much impaired, the attacks of pain and vomiting being more frequent. 
“ On tile evening of April 13th he was brought to St. Ilartholomew's Hospital, 
suffering great pain, extending from the epigastrium over the whole al .omen. 
There was nausea, but neither tenderness nor tension of tlie abdomen; pv||Be 
freqinmt, tongue clean. He attributed these symptoms to having drank some 
shrub and water, having had a similar attack a week before, after indulgence 
in spirituous liquors. On the following day the pain was better; but at eleven 
at night he had another attack of excruciating pain — the abdominal muscles 
hard and contracted, but the belly not tender on pressure; pulse small and fee- 
ble. Sixty drops of laudanum were administered, and not giving relief, were 
repeated; still, however, w ithout benefit, as the pain continued for about two 
hours, when lie was seized with violent vomiting. The pain was now rather 
belter, and tlie vomiting ceased; but the patient sank rapidly, and died at four 
o’clock iif tlie morning. 

“ On ()2)eniiig the abdomen, the stomach was observed to be flaccid find 
cm])ty, and its contents, w hich consisted of a large quantity of dark brown fluid, 
were effused into the peritoneal cavity, through a ragged opening situated on 
its anterior siiifacc, and near the oesophageal orifice. The rupture cxteHjicd 
from below tlu; lesser areh of the stomach to near its cardiac ex^emity, and was 
about four inches in length. The three membranes were not tom equally^^'^ie 
rupture of the peritoneal extending an inch farther than that of themuiwuSifeop 
mucous coat.> On the posterior surface of the stomach was a laceration^ I[nea8nr- 
ing three inches in leiiglii; and there were two or three small ones, from an inch 
to an inch and a lialf in length, at its gi*eat arch. These J geerations extended 
only through the peritoneal coat of the stomach, the mus^aiV and mucous tu- 
nics J'ej^aining jicrfcctly whole. The mucous membrane of tlie stqniach was 
lined with ? great deal of dark-coloured secretion, beneath which the' ihetnbrane 
itself w’as of a decii red colour throughout; its texture was softened,, and par- 
tially empliysematous; the stomach, in other respects, appeared healthy. The 
liver w'as tialc and softened; ttic gall-bladder contained a calculus; the strn^turc 
of the spleen was unusually soft; the other viscera were healthy. 

The remarkable features in this case are the extent of the mpturc of the 
stomach, ^vltli so little disease of its coats, there being no thickening or ulbem- 
tion at the part, where it gave way.^^ 

Dr. Crampton,* Mr. Travers,f and Dr. Abercrombie, t have related Cases of 
rupture of the stomach, but in thcgi there was ulceration of the cqjits of that 
organ. La]lemand,|| has published a case in which, on dissection/ the cia^ty 
of the peritoneum was found full of half-digested food; the anterior and a^tiddle 
part of the stomach was torn obliquely from its small towards its great ^ifipva- 
ture, to the extent of five inches. The edges of the nipture were thin, irre- 
gular, ami presented no marks of disease. Tlie ftrec coats of the stomach were 
not torn to an equal extent, nor exactly in tlie same direction; the rupture of 
the peritoneal was larger than the muscular coat, and the mucous membrane 
was the least extensively lacerated. A mass of sciri’hus, an inch and a half in 
extent, suiTounded the pylonis. The other parts of the stomach were perfect- 
ly healthy. • ^ 

• Mrdicfi-cliirtiixical Ti ansactinns, Vol. Vlll. + Ibid. 1 Ed. Med. and Suig. Joiini. for 1824. 

II Dictiunaiiv des Sc. Med. Art. Rupture. 
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33. Pt/rolif'nroiis Md. — M. SriniLTZ, of Kassan, rccomiTicnds this field as a 
very sure an<l fji-omjit remedy for producing* cicatrization of phagedenic ulcers 
of the feet. — Journal dc Chini, Med. Jlprily 1K28. 

34. On the Ust in IWrrM of the Sulphate of Quinine and of the Quinquina . — 
M. Miguel made a report to llie Itoyal Academy of Medicine on the 22d of April 
last, on a memoir of M. Vulpcs, of Naples, on the use of the sulphate of quinine 
ami quinquina in fevers. M. V. gives the preference to the sulphate of (piinine 
in the treatment of intermittent fevers, sub-orbital neuralgia, dyspepsia, &.c. 
whilst he prefers the quinquina in substance in fevers, formerly denominated 
putrid, which usually jirocced fi‘om sedative miasmata exhaled from individuals 
crowded together in small :uid badly ventilated apailmcnts. 

M. V., a paili.san of the Ibilian doctrine, distinguishes the fever, called jail or 
hospital fever, from contagious typhoid fevers, such as the petechial fever, the 
yellow fever, which, in the Italian system, are'regardetl as inflammatory, and 
he rests the opinion on the following fact. In March, 1825, there \v1ts so great 
a l;^iY>wd of patients at the Maison d’Aversa, in Naples, that they wej*c constrain- 
ed to lodge them in a convent, which was unjnvparcd for their reception. The 
filthiest among them, who were the most numerous, were shut up in a confined 
dormitoiy, which was in a remarkably dirty state. Very speeddy a fever niadi; Its 
appearance, .which was at flkst looked upon as petechial, and treated antipblo- 
gifitically.' The disease made rapid progress, and became ver\ fatal. 'I'lic sul- 
phate of quinine was then employed, which aggravated all the symptoms, 'flic 
qttinq^iila in substance was next used, and witli the hajqiie.st cHcct: it was ad- 
ministered to the amount of half an ounce daily. 

M. y. offers the flowing explanation of the fact of quinine ciu’ing certain 
fevers, but not ansi^ring as a substitute for the bark in others. The operation 
of Uic barb he says, is not anti-febrilc but anti-pciiodical. It is of luj .ft/,M \ice 
against fever, bitt acts in opposition to that unknown condition of the system 
which'produces the periodical accc.ssions. It is moreover tonic and corroborant. 
When fever is the result of inflammation, the bark can never be given w itli suc- 
CCS8) but if it be owing to a sim]jlc rc-action of the system against delolerious 
agents wliich tend to weigh down the vital powers, the medicine should be ad- 
ministered in substance. In intcrmitteiits arising from marsli iniasmat.'i, and 
other analogous causes, Uie bark and its sulphate are equally ap])1icable, the last 
being preferable, as less iiauseous and more conveniently administered. 

‘ M. Vulpcs Strenuously combats the doctrine of fevers from this origin, deiiond- 
ing upon internal phlcgmasias, but admits ^hat partial inflammations may lake 
place during, the course, and even from the effect of an intermittent fever. Ihit 
he regards such inflammation as merely a symptom demanding local treatment, 
whilst the general state of the system demands the cmplo} ment of tonics and 
specific remedies. 

The reading of this report^gave rise to a long discussion, in the course of 
Vhicb one member expressed his regret that M. Vulpes had not brought a sin- 
gle, autopsia to support his po.sitions. Other members reported e\])ernnents 
ng^e with the sulphate of quinniC administered in glysters, when its exhibition 
Ouerwise was prevented. M. Chomel sUiU • ' at lie had freqiienlly given the 
sblphat^ of quinine extremely large doSes, lo the amount even of sixfy-tuo 
griSflill^a'day, without having observed either gastric inflammation or any of tlie 
unlavoutabbiAfiPscqucnees usually attributed to this medicine. — lleuuc Mcdi- 

35. New Preparaiumtf Bidhnni tf Onpaiba . — In conscipienee of the disgust- 
ing flavour of balsam of copaiba, and of fbe frctpicnt adulterations id' tlial 
valuable medicine, M. Dufilanc, Jr. has employed the volatile oil in pref'ereiiee 
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% llic balsam itself. This oil is very cflicacioiis, whilst llic resin* is nearly 
incil. MM. Hard and Cuillcrici’ have witnessed the success of this mode of 
administering’ tlie copaiba in thirt\ -three patients who were cured in five or six 
(lays. 

’*M. Diihlanc forms a spirit of copaiba by d.. tilling the essential oil with two 
thirds of its weiglit of alcohol. (Sp. gr. 837.) This is nearU free from the un- 
pleasant smell and flavour of the (Irng. 

“ M. Miathes states, that if bals. copaiba: be mixed with a scventcenln of its 
W’cight of pure magnesia, it will acquire a degree of solidity siiflicient to allow 
it to be formed into pills.’’ — llcvue Medkuk. 

.30. Okum lilcini. — ^1. 1.woiEti slates tliat the repeated employment of this 
oil as a purgative, Jias tw ice produced on himself a pruriginous eruption, or red- 
ness aiul itching, at the wrists and bendings of the knees, ye^^e oil was neither 
rancid nor hitter. 

37. On Phosphnnis as a Cau/ffic. — Dr. VArttAnn has lately written an in- 
teresting aHi('lc on this subject. Ueflecting c' the rapidity with which phos- 
phorus (lestro) s the tissues to which it is apj.i J, the doctor conceiye.d the 
idea of (;mplo\ing it as a revulsive upon the skin, to remove chronic infia^ioa- 
tions of the \iseera, of the muscles, or joints. It is more convenient and quicker 
in its ojicration than moxa. A piece of phosphorus, about half the size^.of a 
lentil, placed on the skin and set fire to, produces gp*cat pain, cauterizes deemy, 
and to as great an extent as an ordinary cotton mo ja. Twenty seconds 
ibr this operation. 'I'licse new' moxas may be made of all sizes; they can be ap^p^^dd 
in a greater or less luirnher, one at a time, or all at once, according to thh caae 
in wliich the/ are employed. The author has applied twenty-four at on^Updtk 
the loins, for the cure of a lumbago that liad resisted all ordinary meari. In a 
ciise of neuralgia aflecting the thigh and ham. Dr. Paillard -placed thirty siUall 
moxas from the tuberosity of the ischium to the tendo achillis; they wei^ all 
liglitiH- w ^ U tc* same lime, and extinguished in fifteen second9>’each;^^^(}UGm^ 
an eschar as large as a firti-sniia piece. The patient, (who had not Been aWe 
to get relief from cup])ing the whole extent of the limb,) w^as quicldy cu^ed. 
'I'he j)hospIiorii‘. ina\ Ijc al.so employed to de.stroy a diseased tissue, or tO chdj||)^ 
tin* eharaeter of a wound or ulcer. Dr. V. says, that he has cured a' WOlhan 
Mvty-five } cars of age, w ho liad suffered for eighteen months from a cancerous 
w art under the lobe of the left ear, of the size of a very small pea; upon whtcB' 
a piece of phosi)lionis of about twice that size was applied; an eschar covered 
the little tumour, which was detached in six days, and the patient speedity 
cured. This method is very usefid in tJiose timid patients who are-alarmcdby 
the ])ri‘pa rations for tlie common m»xa; for .scarcely does this caustic begin, to 
act before its o]K‘ration is o^ er, and } et it has as great an effect as'that prqdiic- 
cd b\ the long-rontinucd pain of the ordinary moxa, which becomes inl^p- 
portablc from the time it occupies. — La CUniqae, 


PRACTICE OP MEDICINE. 

38. Oiiscnlcn/ cvmJ hjf Nitrg.tc of Soda, — M. Mayer slates, that in an epi- 
deiu}' of (h scntcry vvliicli lately previfilcd in Germany, be obtained great Suc- 
cess with Ibis remedy; the rale of mortality scarcely exceeding one ih 'fifty. 
The method be adopted was to give from to of the salt in ‘eight oundes 
of gum water. It is added, that thougli aiialogous to common nitre, that t\i\a 
last has not the same eff ect when tried as a substitute for tlic other. — llufekmSPs 
Journtd. 

‘39. M. Jaiieuit’s Trcahnent nf ( 'rouih — “M. Jadc^lot considers the croup .as 
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a kind of .'tng'ina of the :iir passag’c, presenting’ more violent symptoms, and* 
having true pjiroxysms separated by well marked intemiittcnts of special cha- 
racter. He admits different degrees in the disease according to its intensity, init 
without changing Opinion as to its nature. Hlecding by leeches and emetics 
are the agents the nu'st employed in the treatment of croup. The emetic alone 
has often sufficed to stop the disease, especially when it takes place in weak, 
pale, and bloated subjects; but ill the oppositi* cases he insists on the applica- 
tion of leeches, and allows the blood to ffow long enough for the infant to be- 
come pale, and the pulse to lose its strength. If the bleeding be too soon stopped 
there is a danger of not arresting the jirogross of the evil, and a result, which 
is at least troublesome, is, that of being obliged to apply more leeches. 

'•After the bleeding, M. Jadclot causes vomiting, several times in succcs- 
sio% .at intervals of two or three hours, and the practice isi attended by the 
greatest success, ftir the children find themselves relieved each time that they 
liave vomited. 

•* When the croup lias an-ived at the second period witlioul having been op- 
posed, and the presence of a false membrane is suspected, M. Jadclot directs 
leeches to be applied, but from the moment that they fall off he Jiastcns to 
})roduce vomiting, and it is in this case that he employs by spoonfuls, every ten 
minutes or quarter of an hour, the mixture culled anti-cronpal,* until be has ob- 
tained vomiting. He insists equally vipon derivatives used upon the skin or in 
the intestinal canal; he advises also to provoke sneezing. 

When the disease is vejy rapid, it has been a question whether wc ought 
tq Commence by bleeding or emetic. M. Jadelot’s opinion is, that wc should 
ble^ first if the infant be robust, and if it present signs of congestion towards 
the auperior parts; on the contrary, he would commence by vomitipg, v hen the 
subject is pale and exhausted, and there is little heat and fever.’' — Jlatier*s 
Medical Qutde to Pains- 

40. Case of Gout- By M. Msstivteu. — “Gouty affections conceal themselves 
under so many different forms, that it is often very difficult for tlu* 
rience^ physician to follow them through all their modifications. M. Mestivier 
has htJd the advantage of many years’ practice in a country where gout is al- 
most endemic, and the following case be adduces as a very curious one: — 

•‘The Prince of Wagjam, upwards of sixty years of age, of a bilioii.sand san- 
guineous temperament, strong constitution, had for a long time been subject, 
as Sutumn came on, to attaclu of gout, which increased in violence after each 
attack. Tlie seat of the disease generally was in the feet. The ycifr preced- 
ing the campvgn of Moscow, tlie prince had the severest attack he had ever 
had: it was. necessary to have recour.se to bleeding to reduce the inflammatory 
action: this had the effect, and the attack gl*adual]y declined, and went away in 
fifteen or twenty days. 

“In the campaign ^1812, the prince, from the pressure of circumstance .s, 
was exposed to great fatigue, and obliged to use a great deal of exercise, ami 
tq this cause perhaps he owed an exemption from his usual attack. However, 
the privations he had suffered, and the influence of 61imatc, visibly affected 
hls health, and it was with some difficulty he reached Posen, where be was 
obliged to lay up in bed. M. M«*stivier was called to see him, and found him 
.agjpRering intensely: bis face, and every part of the body, was of a deep yellow'; 
IPS look sad and uneasy; lips dry and witljout colpiir; tongue a little moist, Imt 
TO%c i| ^ !Wi^a thick yellow coating; great thirst; frequent hiccup on di-inking; 

and oppressed; no cough or palpitations. The epigastric re- 
patient would not suffer to be touched, presented nothing 
partimliM^^but within twenty-four hours it bad become the seat of so acute a 
pain, that the weight even of the sliirt was insupportable. This pain, which 

• Aiiti-ci’niiiial Mixtim'.— H. Iiiftis. fotiruunccs—Syr. I]>icacuuiilia,uiR-iIi*uchm— 0.\)iiivl 

Svilla:, time dracluns^Antini. 'I'art. lubce. 
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e patient compared to a tooth-ache, stretched over towards the nj^hl h\\'t .. 
chbndnuin; the abdomen W’as soil to tiu', feel, but sliig'g'isli in its action. Por 
the last tlircc da^s lliere had been no e\aciiation, :iltboii|;'h some ^•eiillc ape- 
ri( Ills lutfl iit'eii used; the urine was scant}*, red, and deposited a bnck-colour- 
.ecXsluir, adheiiii^Lf to tlic vessel. Pulse was small, compresscil, vei'v f]uick, but 
reg'ular. 

“ Taking- all the symptoms into account, the case \v.a.s considered ns one of 
R-all-stones passing through the biliary canals. Ol. Uicini, and a smart ca- 
tbartic enema, were prescribed. ‘I’hc oil was rejected, but from the other 
means tlicrc was so copious an alviiic di.scharge tliat the iiatient fainted. No 
advantage accrued from this; the case became serious, the danger augmenting 
e\cry hour. 

It was now' suspected that it might be a case of erratic gout, and 'v^a^ ir* 
ritating baths and ■inapisms were ordered to the feet. He p:issed a slec^le^s 
night. The next day there was no amendment, and the patiia&t wua veiy l0w. 
A lilisler was applied to the epigastrium. Four hours after the application 
of the blister, the feet w ere examined: the left was reddened from the e;^ects 
of tlie means used, but not in the least painful; the rights on tile contraJTjf^Vas 
much swoyen, red, and excessively painful, and having a Well cHliTaotem^'fli 
of gout. From this time tlic other and alarming symptoms gave ygiyj 
fortniglil the Prince was completely recovered.”— 

1 H'2 8 . . ' i 

— ; 

41. Ohsthiale Jficcou^h cured bythe,Actiiai Cmifwy.— ** A wolnan^ thh^^ 
years of age, of a >cry susceptible habit of bpdy, ami weak in liealth, wbm ^ 
incnstruated irregularly, ami suftcred much mental anxiety, was 8i|d9eidwi|^- 
lacked with yolent and repealed hiccoughs. They usually cc!i.scd 
time, but were ulw ays increased in violence if the pa,ticnt attempted to p^rfbm 
any uclive duty. At tlie time she presented herself to M. Duptiytren,„'tk4i||;te- 
ro\}.sms of Jiiccup were extremely violent. He determiiicd-to em'|>loy 
iiicpies Ics phis cnergi<|ue.s;” and the actual cautery was selccted^as thai^best 
ad:)]ji%cLnWY^rocure relief. A i-ed-hot iron, of an oval ^nij^bout^A J^qh,^ 
disnieltr, was a]ip1iod opposite the xiphoid cartilage, part 
dcneiL, ihc skin only was destroyed, and, after several applications, the 
w'( re permanently cured. About ten years ago, M. Dupuytren treated 'E j9wU 
lar case in tlic same manner with equal success.” — Journal ^ 


42. On the Vae of Mermry in Venereal Complai^. By S. pi^aonojBjgfQ^ 
Es([. — Mr.Mlroiighton, in an interesting paper piiolished in the first 
the ImticIoh Medical Gazcllet says, that'he has taken about three kundreeVi^t^ 
Jiffy recorded cases of ulcers of the penis^ admitted. and treat^iAthe 
mental liospital of the 2ml J/ife Guards, one hundred and fifteeH'^^Lyfblch Kj^ 
pear to have used mercury in did'erent forms and proportions, 
periods of time; so that about two hundred emd Jfdr^y^ve caaMfia 
symptoms, following sexual intercourse, liave been'healea by oth'er'^ideawnfon 
mercurial remedies, as well as many not in the list. 

The niimiicr of secondary cases of symptoms following the primaiy rene- 
real disorder during the same period, amounts to about tweniy4%vo <iUi of three 
hundred and fifty* And, upon following up the narrative of these, it appeanj, 
that the majority were generally simple cases of lichen^* which got well with- 


* Tlu- f bllfnviiii; cast' may serve as an examine t))cse Hi a aealtliy coiis(itut^>j*^heninn0.iiMnr^ 
diathesis or cnstiulty iiiodifit's the s} iiiptomii. £• M. a pfivste wildii'v, ^as adOiilUWd,.Angtll^W^^^» 
^\ith a tliM'p soiv oil oiir sith- ofiht' glaiis penis, following recent connexion. Ho vna pnt^ WW 
dift, anti snlint^ njti'rii'iits, anti the sore dresst d with lint, dipped in the nigrOk'^ Itt taw way 
tlie M)iv as coin]ik tely hi nleil. 'riii'ee weeks afttrst aids, an eruption, (like Itcnen^ caV!CTwll& ppw* 
w iihoiit piffi ilmij r< I. I his was Sepleinlier Ih* took sarm/mriffaf and on tiic S7th ne'wai aii- 
charj^'tl to Ins iliit) iin It rily ciin-d. In some ol ihi’se fuses siiioll dost's of the osyinuni^ of inwwui^ 
base bet n eombinea with the sarsaparilla, when the case asuuineil h chitinic fiiiiu, and did bOt be- 
come tpiifkly filled, hill in most easts it was not used, and in none but inn very small decree. 

No. V.— -No^. 18 ‘ 28 . * 
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out mercury, nnd in no lonc^ time. Tlic j^cater part of those eases which wep'* ■ 
protracted, uiwl :itlc‘ndc*d \\\\h ulcers of the throat, jiains of the limbs, notles, 
&c. were ori^jiiKiIiy treated with nierciiiy in the hospital, and the rest showed 
that merenry Iiad been rlandestinely produced at some period nr other during* 
the pj*ogress of the complaints. 'J'lie simple <'ascs of lichen, were ebicHy 
found amongst the n.en not treated with mercury, irhilit the most prolniciul and 
irmbksome eases ocnirrcd wiih those who had been fntli/ suhjeefed to its operation.* 
Since the use of mercurial saturation has been suspended, no cases have occur- 
red to throw any distrust upon the propriety of the practice; and the few cases 
of ijeciondary symptoms were generally mild and trifling compared \vith those 
which followed iiiereurial treatment, and readily yielded without mcreur}\ 

not pretend to enter u])on any nice discriminations of practice, or to 
i between eases recpiiriiig and eases not retpiiring merciny, nor to 
us merenry will aggravate. Indeed, 1 am aware of no satisfactory 
I the practitioner in this respect, hut those which he himself de- 
'^und judgroent and experience. 1 wish merely to assist in esta- 
, that venereal sores admit of treatment witluml mi'reiirv, and 
a; the secondary evils of mercury being usually fai* incu r 
tifbse which arise from venereal taint, and that tluvone ease is 
i for the other. Consequently, it appears to me, that there is 
!iu omitting to puilh a naercurial course than in adopting it; lliat 
/ few cases occur requiring mercury; that the perils of mercury 
ncftjijl^iufokl and that at all times it entails more or less per- 

ivejR^Dce and atinoyhnoe, and frequently leads to a train of n III mate 
Vhich crAneous inferences arc made, and an useless, if mn 
l!nctice adopted, tlie eifects of which cannot be forsccii, and llu ir 
^110 in^ij can calculate upon. ^ 

my dispensary practice T have had frequent occasion to observe the 
w pushing a course of mercury, when tlie patient is not under llu' 

\ ibontroJ, & to diet, tempci’aturc, &c. An error maile in the trcalmenl 
i on the penis with persons going ahoiit, and exposed to sudden (*bangc s 
wind% or wet. Is too often irretrievable. 'K.tfVJft.Vuring 
liftaps not living on the best diet, nor possessing sound 
t flri^itful example^ of the imprudent use of mercurx ; the 
i some cause or otlier best known to iliemselves, there are 
tefljr^jn^privatc practice,) who arc constantly disposed to altri- 
ijiqji^aand deficient mercurial saturation. I'his propmisity, in- 
ber Opbe to htj^e very satisfactorily accounted for in a me- 

jr, by a avowal, that if the aiiti-mcrcuriai mania con- 

* it wMd pc th% apothecaries and praef it loners,' 

he^fereifee drawn f^m this tiberal sentiment was, that it is better 

side, and not to hazard the adoption of modern heretical opi 

* wisdom and, expspenee of our anctif tors’ ” 

.Jwn s^eiifitip^ cases illustrative of his ^iews, but om* li- 

, I *llrtl>ermit ua jb copy them. The following are the conclusions at 
which ne has arrived:— 



That aU the, forms in which venereal complaints present tlicm selves, ar 
croiiry; and 
leconda 



npli 

iovedw^out the aid of mcroui'y; and tl bis is more cspeeiallv and rc- 
the CTO in regard to the secondary sympt^nns of tlie disi-ase. 

lias formerly been, and frequently is still, used in an iin- 
inoOMaecI, and bigblv dangerous iiianncr. 

yjitdiciotfMi/f.Si^^aUdraiively used, is not only an excellent, 
remcely iit^Vy venereal complaints: ncveiilieh ss, a tithe 
^^cieiitly adniinistcred is generally sufHtien., and more than sul- 
to cnidiciilc the primary symptoms; while, again, a lithe ol 

; And such 1 have uIm aj's fuund U> be the case elsi wheu. 
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Sjiut tillic, oi* a ceiillmo, lias horn found oompotoiit to rradicato the secondary 
of the tlisoaso. 

“ 4. 'I'liiil nuToiiry is very far from heinp;* a oe rtuin j)rcvontivc of the secoii- 
tlary Irahi of symptoms in any form or tjuantity. 

5. That morciiry, whc-ii puslicdfar, jndu ^-s ulceration of the mucous secret- 
ing’ sni’faces, more cspcciallv of the iimi r palate, throat, and fauces, as well as 
aflcctions of tlie bones, so exactly resembling those ascribed to true 
that the most experienced surgeon cannot detect any difference. In the lu^Ss 
of the nu mbers of the old school, mercin*)', in fact, creates its own ^ork« 
tahlish'ng disesises which ha\c too often been confounded with veiie^al pOUOIIy 
and lher(‘liy led to a most dangerous and dcstnictivc jiractirc. 

‘Mi. That the train of symptoms following mercurial Ir jalmen^ 
found more severe and difficult to remove than that which follow^ 
ncr<-al soi-es not treated with mercury; and that repeated re]apses| 
s\ mpioins are removed with increased facility every time thejr*^ 

<liscase wore itself out,) in cases wherein no mercury has.beiftn { 

“T. Tliat while mercury, through its aceumuiative pom' 
most powerful a//rr<;/ive||f^cr discovered in nutn^oiis u^i 
t lie iritic, 4he hepatic, the dj'sentcric, the riieumatip, &C.' 
powerful against that resulting from venereal {loisock; yet| if 
i< tcmls to uiidormiiie the healthy state of the constitution, b 
instance’s, and in others to aggravate constituti|Kpld diseases — ^to-l 
tntionaJ irritability — to excite inflammation andf'tlld^tion in, andtot^ 
imuous textures of the body — to promote mOtbid a^jporption aiMren 
f:itt\, lihriuous, and osseous substances of the System — andtoiliftb' 
aihuminous, and mtous accumulations in the respecth^e cavities lir 
TMcmhraiics ]i-’oducing’ such secretions; although^ in moderate dosAijifeSs^' 
lends to remove such acciimiilations. 

“ 'rhat flic e xtent and injury to the soft knd bony p^ts 
arising from the action of mercury, is far more dreadful than any j 
coiul!a'\;, 4 ^*cts of venereal ])oison. 

“ That mercury never was a specific against the VChe 
l ip'^c s were < <m.staiitly occurring dui^hg its fullest operdK^lj 
virtue in the cure of the disease beyond being the most p 
llie Jiands of the medical pi’actitioner? and that the cree^d 
(ill the ruin of tlie health of multitudes through picnj(ind l^ 
tlispeiisability towards tlie cure, and the destructlph Of 
utterly fa^^e and groundless; facts which ciA' adidib of inSjAedia 
moiistration in the many thousands Of the |plealthieat'’'^ 19 rMfth a ^ 
htrn a/sl/t/, fjfvciiially, andpernuxMnt^ th^ 

irlfhnul erer Inwirtfr taken one particle ‘ 

“ The bigot ted adherence to a belief so falaOf ’and ^ IHiivc 
wisest and most philosophic of our prol^ioh bM ^ 
quoted by after ages as a national reproa^; an|^|^^ 
w ill, it is to be ft ared, go far in destroying out con 
t/mata, or even iloctrincs, whatever. 

“ 10. That mercury is wholl)r inadmis^ble in cases hf i 
])cnis, wherein there is preceding higb inflammation an ^ 
p:.rts affected, attended with fever; as ft aggravates the lOCid^ 
increases constitutional irritation; and that imerenrif is in adt^ 
snch cast s, speeijir coni agio7i being supgrsethd'hv viuicnt injtai 
is too rapid in its course to be oveilaken by ih»'^nccumul| 
cury, or by any remedies but those which aet irnmedinte^U 
synijiloms i>/ dangrr.’^* 

' 1 1 Ii:!-! •n'ciirii fl lo ilic iiiiilior to notice two distinct exampkis of d(*8trtictio|i of Uio 
riiiin-U, :iinl III till* oilier reiliiciiip it to a Hlii>ii|(Bliiiiip — followini; the apphcWion 
.‘-Ioiii^Iiiiik: ''OWs on tlie penin, coiisi.r]iii‘iit lo iiinfiiiiination uinl fevyr. 
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Treatment of Si/philis inithout Mercury. — M. Frickk treats iho. venerea' 
cases, which an- admitted into the hus[Htal at llauihurt^li, in the tollowini^ man • 
iicr. “ Jmn. Kveiy patient is bled to the amount of from six to twelve ounces, 
and the ojj( ration is rcj)eatetl if necessary. About Jialf a drachm of sulphate 
of mag*nesja is then {riven every three hours, and continued until repealed eva- 
cuations are produced. If the bowels afterwards become constipated, or the 
ukern hecfl slowly, the use of the same remedy is renewed. 2do. As an external 
application to the chancres, Goulard water, or two {^-rains of sulph. zinc, in six 
ounces of distilled water, is employed. When the size of the sore is nmcli 
diminished, and it is no lonicer ])ainful, lime water is used. If cither of these 
lotions cause pain or inHarnination, they arc to be still farther diluted. Buboes 
are by coiii|n‘ession, and, if resolution cannot be promoted, tlie)^ 

an^Bi^P^ith a histouiy, and afterwards dressed with dry lint. Condvloma- 
rem()V(‘d by the knife, or cauterized, and tlfe wound dressed 
8ai^» lotion as for the chancres. 3tio. Tlic patients are kept upon 
ioWd^^ TOnsistingf of vegetables, bread, and ‘soiipe a I’eaii,’ twice a ilay. 
4^^ of a few days, the symptoms are not al1e\iate(l, a fi‘w doses 

ofi|j(l^raa]!}^'in small qiaantiticfl^ are given, and are foun^iHicit ntto effect a cure 
results obtained by tliis mode of practice an* Jiighly srtisfactory, 
Gfia^tsi^ajuid buboes are speedily cured, and tlic cicatrice s aiv by no mcams sf> 
evidii$Ot^i^^ji!^en mercuiy has been employed. Chancres, from three to four lines 
in dlkmetH^, are {^ncrally cummin female patients, in from one to three weeks. 
Rather a longer time is requirea in male patients. M. Fricke, who lias the ad-- 
vahil^ge of retaining under ^is observation the patients thus treated, has not 
observed any secondary symptoms .** — Graefeund Wulfher'sJvarn.der ('Itirur^ie. 


44 . Injl^rioiu Effextaof Sulphurh Md diwin^ SuckUni^. — Air. 'rf’iD'MAs Bf.v\n, 
in a communication in the J^nidun Medical Gazette, Vol. I. No. 2.), states that 
sillpj^oric acid given to mothers Vhilst suckling their infants, ])rodu(‘os injurious 
cflTe^ts upon the latter. *‘In a^few days,** he says, “ the bowels bi come miieli 

B motions very frequent and green in appearance, and, if we can 
sj^ssness of the little sufferer, passial with pain. If'tho acul be 
Ehe^ealth of the child becomes most scnsil>ly alfecti-d, and di alli 
e scene. I could mention a few cases which occurred under 
Mcb mothers, wdiilst suckling infants, were rcdiiccil li) such a 
aarljp reqtl^re the administration of gentle tonics, and in whicli 
d- wiphuxic acid was selected and pri'scribed in dieses of from 
l^ta. V* to ^ts. X. three or four times a day, in conjunction with infusion of 
rc^^. ta neatly all the cases which fell under my observation, the mothers 
w€^'ii6^jph improved by the treatment, whilst the infants suiferi'd In the man. 
neT't^efore detailed. The probability most certainly appears to bt*, that tin* 
add passes^i^ih mother to child in a 11*66 a'ftd uncombined state, and irritates 
the plicate mucous lining of the alttnentary canal — so much so as to cause ul- 
ceration«i. attention was first directed to this subject by a man who asked 
me ‘what I had given to his wife, as the child’s napkins, upon being washed, 
went into holes 1 did not attrihulc the holes made in the napkins to the 
add,, but supposed they were produced by some other cause. In this case, tlie 
hc^th of the mother was perceptibly improved.*’ 


Case of ,Bnasarcxt, Succes.fully TTeated. By Dr. .Tcukh. — T he subject of 
tills Me, says the doctor, is an old man of sixty-five years, of a feeble and ca- 
cl|W^.^bit, ve^ much addicted to spirituous potations, exposed to hard Ja- 
braB^^n^pen air, and builhened with cares and privatii is. This man, after 
during the spring of 1824, with wandering rlieiinialic 
jwira,' Iai|pbich he was treated hy sudorific draughts, was suddenlv seiztal with 
isarca, in the month of August of the same year. He could scarcely 
respiration was short and dlfiicult, his debility had increased, and a 
febrile exacerbation manifested itself every evening. The urine was sometimes 
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whilst at others it was nearly suppressed, the skin at the s^^mc time 
n-niHining" dry. Not being* able to succeed in CM-iting* the activity ot the sldn 
by iiitiTiial means, such as the tartar ernelie, the acetate of ammonia, the arnica, 
sainbuc:t) ike. means whicli were particularly called for in coiusecpience of the 
•rlieuinatic alfcction to wliich the anasarca ha<' succeeded, recourse was had to 
frictions w ith the tartar emetic pomatum. This was first rubbed over the abdomen, 
llien the inferior extremities, until these parts were co\ered with pUlkules,|M 
this treatment was continued, care bcinff taken to renew the es^citeineot of'tne 
integuinents by new frictions, so that the cftect of the ohl should not be lo^ 
At llie -ame time tonics and diaphoretics were administered internally. lA con- 
setim nc(‘, of these means the secretion of urine became more active,,^ whilst 
abundant stools and jjrofuse perspiration succeeded. Very soon thq 
of urine surpassed that of the drinks. The cedematous distention i 
ed gradually, at iiftt in the legs, next in the abdomen, and f- 
all llie parts which had been the scats of disease were restd 
The pustules produced by the stibiated pomatiur ^ 
piously a piirulenl matter. 'J'o complete the treatment 
following pills: 1^;. sulf.stib. auiaiit. gr. x. — aloQs^k/ 
digital. ])iwp. iiagr. xv. — crem. tart. jij. — extract!^'c,a 
]j11. No. 100. 1*. d. 5 p. 111 . ct vc.sp. After the patiei|t7l 

these pills he was perfectly cured, and bid recovered 

:ihle him to walk several hours. The patient reim|maweS'at,the^ 

— Jolt mill ik's Pms^rcs, ^ifc. Pol. IX. from Chaej^s Journal. 

4(i. — Dr. Klliotson is in the habit of employing ^ ^ 

ride of soda in ptyalism, and always with speedy relief.— Zrondow 
Vol, A 25. 

4T. Purpura J Lruutrrkaf'im treated by Venefte^m.’^A. man thirty-gev^royars 
of agi‘, was admitted into .St. llartholomew's fHospital, under 0P. 

** l>a\ in g ev ery part of tlic body sprinkled over ^itli purtinrous 
giimriTvITTih^poiigy, and oo/ing blood — ^the whole** tongue' ah'ciQBlHKb^it 
pn s,.Mrmg the ap])earaiu*e of a Marge, black, shod 

its surface, the inner surface of the cheeks presenting aimila^phenO B^^ 
<*ounlenaiici- was sallow— the eyes tinged with bilc^bloc^^‘;fan^p™^but 
lilood, passing’ hy stool. Yet the patient felt strongf^-^awd ' 
than natural — the urine \vas free from blood, and the 

ruder th^se circumsianccs Dr. Latham had him bled to wuces.— 

the blood exhibiting a prodigious buffy coat. He fccpt^on^Wwr 
Jiad a few' doses of aperient medicine containing calomel or thO ^diargyitls 
ciini creta, under wliich treatment, the purpura and hstmorrhag'e'gl^dually 
sided, and the patient recovered, during convalescent he required^ 
purgation, :\nd the use of brisk purgatives to check the inflamttato^ d^thcsis 
and obviate constipation of the bowels.”— RffoUtOf Jidyt 1828. 



4R. Chronic riecratimis of the Tongue and PharijnXy aired by lodin^.’-r^HL. 
Maj kn im k reports in the Journal de Physiologies two casca pf old ulceiutions of 
tlie tiMigue and pharynx, considered as incurable, which yielded to the iodine 
gi\ eii ill large doses. The first case was that of a female of lymphatic tempera- 
ment, wlio had eiijoy'cd good health till the age of thirty, when menstruation be- 
came irregular, and epileptiform attacks supervened. After fl^nie ^cers broke 
out oil various ])arls of the body and limbs: »«80rac cxfoliatiowrof the tibiae and 
bones of the arm also took ])lace. Excrescences were now seen ^ the phaiynx 
and tongue, and the attiMidaiit physician, conceiving the complaint to be syphi- 
litic, notw ithstandiiig the positive denird of the woman, she was put upon a 
inerciii'ial course. Under this treatment the ulcerations of the body wd l^mbs 
healed; but those of the tongue increased- In the course of time the patient 
lost her voice, whicli was attributed to ulceration the chorda: vocales. In 
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this deplorable rniidition, M. Majcmlic ordered a soliiljoii of tlie hydriodate of 
potash to bf c \]iibili*d, and the close to be grafliially inereased, till it amounted 
to thii’ty-si\ di*o])s in the day. 'I'lie jyood elleets were soon eonspiciious. The 
Burface of the uleerations eleaiied, and, in Jiftecii days, those of tlni tontine 
were completely herded. In a little more than a month, tin,* other ulcers were 
also cicatri/cd. When every thing appeared to promise suecess a violent dys- 
pocca came on, and all the symptoms usually attendant on ccdeina of the glottis. 
Antiphlop^istics failed, and tracheotomy was not ])i-actlsed. The patient sank- 
On examination, the interior of the larynv was found covered with firm and 
whitish excrescences, (‘vegetations,*) hy which tlic jiussage was rendered im- 
peryioits to the air.” 

A female, aged forty-one years, had heen in the ITopiUd Saint 
LdilH prcvioiislv for large ulcerations on the legs. She had scarcely 

apparently cured, when she was seized with dyspnera, ])aiii 
ifi^f^be regjSm^ of the larynx, and eompletc loss of voice, 'i'hese symptoms 
at the same time, largo ulcers broke out on the face and neck, 
ai.W^as ^ the tongue. Variovis modes of treatment had been put in prac- 
without much I*e1ief, and she entered the Infirmary oftbc Salpetriere, 
InMiiPirili 1827, tlirec years after the coranu*nremi*nt of the facial illeerations 
if^ri^se was now almost demolished — various fungus ulcers were siiread ovi r 
the ittce aUd tongue — deglutition wits verj' dillictill — tbe respiration was nn 
peded<^f:ticii]ation almost annihilated. On the 27th Juiu* ibe patient was pul 
on tlie use df tinelurt* of iodine, and the dose w’as gradually iiwreasecl. 'I’1 h‘ 
ulcerations at last were ctntireiy healed, and a complete cure is now el 
fectei” ' 
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49> DirpuxTBXw’s 'Preatmentof ASpofs on Ihv Cnrnvn . — “'Fbe pjj^i^iis liavr 
Hoel^'fo tlie Hitel Ojeiifor some years for Ibc trcatiiK nt of spots on tbe eor 
nea» ,M,lbrmer1y under Desault, for that of chronic oplilbalmia of a scrofulous nr 

“Thti.l^itment employed by M. Dupuytren is as follows: — 

irritation. I.eecbes to tlie temjdes if lliis 
it^itation ii'^iess. '^-Afterwards, one or iw'o mild pni’gatives, two orlbrec* davs 
intervemog between each. After which a seton mjuie of cotton tbre;uls, uniteil 
in a cylinder, and some inches in extent, under the skin at the back of tin* nc‘(‘k. 

‘flu nne, the insufflation, or blowing into the eye or eyes, with tin* barrel of 
a quill, the eyelids bcinjg' separated, n ppich of an imjialpuble powder, com- 
pdsed of R. Oxyd. Zinci. impiir.—Sacchari Crystal. — IIydrarg} ri Submuriatis 
5ll partes wqualea. — Misco fit Pulv. subtilissim. 

“The size of the pinch majr vaiy, and the insufflation should be rc])eated 
night and moniing. The patients ought neither to wash nor dry tbuir eyes 
affer it. 


When there is no disease on the' eyelids, no inflammation, no irritation of 
thh COY\}unctiva, the insufflation of the above powder generally siifflees to n*- 
ntove the spots. Those* which .I 'e ivcent and slight arc ceimjjlctcly dlsslpritetl 
ip a few weeks by this treatment. The thicker and larger patches are ordina- 
rily cured in a montli or six weeks, and vrry frcqm*ntly jnitcbcs which oeeiipy 
wholi^of the cornea, and completely cover the ])upil, entirely intt*!*- 
pajssage of light into tlie C 3 'e, disappear entirely in a few inonth;:.'* 
Guide to Paris. 

Jiodies in the Ptinrh/ Larhrt/maJ/'a. — M. Dkmoi ns has comiinini- 
cateqPR^ the section of surgery two cases, in which foreign bodies liavi* found 
their way into the jnnicta Kiclirvmalia, producing groat irritution and ]iain. In 
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Ji(' first, the foreij^n body \v;is uii cyc*-l:isli, in the Bcrtnul, a portion of a heard 
i):ii’li \, about 1\\ o liius long*, 'riiey were easily extracted with forceps, — 
tUniraly Juin\, 18JS. 


.^Jfevtinn nf t/ir 7\t/r proflurtt/ hy Lt^hfn’nfir . — “ j. If. xtat. 1 1, was repeal 
iiig* lu*r h ssoti ill tlu- scliool-rooiu of St. Alartin’s parochial scliool, on the after- 
noon of tlie ()th of Ma\, staiidinj^ with her left side towards the window: wllCn 
a storm came on, and a tiasli of ligJitiiinp stroiiffly lit up the room, whi< h in- 
stantaneously ])rodu<.ed loss of sight of tile left eye, witli a tingling' jiain in the 
eyc-l)all of the little [latiint. 'I’he pain increasing during tlie following du}.s. 
Ml*. Ala} o was sent for, by wliose ad\iec leeches were repeatedly u])plied to 
the ti injiles, an<l lillsters behind the c:ir and to the hack oft e neck, and.mcr- 
« ur\ gi\en so a.s to atl'ect the mouth. Under this treatment there a 

pei'cejitihle j^gr^ss towariK recovery, the condition of the patlcA^lti dSffwlit 
pt nods being* as follows. — 

“'flic symptoms of the llth of May, con.sistcd in a painful sense. of beat in 
the cve-halh ti ndi mess of the c}c-hall on ])res.surc; inabDity to n^c tlie eye- 
ful; aiul, wlien llu' e} e-lids were held open, extreme sensibility to Bgbtf visioii 
tiark and almost e\tinel; no rcdues.s of the conjunctiva; no inflummsitioa o£.'tbc 
.sch rotica or iris; no loss of transparency of the humours; pain arid tfg|Ltoes.s 
:ieross the forehead; a sense ^’f throbbing in the head; tongue" white; )>u]be 
freipient. 

“ .\hou( the 2^Jt1i of Ala} she could distinguish objects more easily, and Could 
he:ir to look towards the light, when tlic eye-lids w'cre held apart: the muscle 
w liich raises the u])])cr cyc-lid might at this time iTave been supposed' to be 
paral}/(.'d, as she could hear to look upon the light; but w'as wholly unable by 
a volunlarv c^lort to open the evedids. 

On the 2‘ltli of May she was able to raise the cyc-lid at plcusure, but the con- 
.s<nt l)t tween the inusedes of the two eyes was found altered in the following re - 
in:ii*kanl(‘ manner. When both eyes were closed she could open cither at 
])leasure, hut not both at once; on the attempt to open the second tho i^t^bc- 
lamrrinSWl, or if held ojien the eye was observed to roll aWay> beiiij^iOTawn 
iipvvurds and outwards, 'fhis morbid association was easily bltiken hfjimtplG 
artifice. - 

** On the 27th, all the symptoms being much alleviated, the left ex- 

ternal :ippcarance sound, and used habitually with tlie other* yel'?,wHfo^/|irith 
that eye being in some degree p:iinful and weaker tl^ f^^f 

her sight w:is carefully examined; when it apt>eared, that’ altliougn Ishb couUl 
read ordiifary print, if held near to the eye, and stoop and pick up a tlirown 
upon the ground, (vet not as readily as when using the ri^it eye,) sbo^-had'to- 
l:dl\ lost tlie faculty of distingui.shing colours. Thus she was able to point opt 
the ( irciil.'ir spots on a yellow' silk lUindkcrchief, spotted with scarlet, but 4c- 
sci'ihed the sjiots as black, and the ground as somewbat less black; white paper 
she described as :i shade of black, and Uic leaves and petals of arose asa4eeper 
shade. 

“ On tlie 28tli, the following day, she had Bccovercd the power of distinguish- 
ing coh)m’.s, bill her sight remained weak, objects being seen darker and less 
distinct than natural w*ith the left eye. At present, though' UOt perfectly reco- 
vered, her sight daily improves.” — London Medical Gazette^ VbL IL J&. 28. 


.^)2. Caiihrizatinn of the Cornea for IdicqHUhic rarulysis of ike Iris. Uy Af. 
Skiiufs. — Ai. Demours, on behalf of committee, made arcjijsrt to the Royal 
Academy of Aledicine on an essay of M. Serrcs, ph}sician £ Us^s, “On the 
Chuiteri/ation of the Cornea, for corrceliiig, in a prompt and sure manner, Al- 
(j;ptions of Sig'ht with Dilated Pupils.^’ M. S. proposes to treat idiopathic pa- 
ralvsis of the iris, w'ithr)iit aflection of the retina and optic nerve, by appjgang 
nitrate of .silver to the cornea near it.s junction with the sclerotica. Four'^^es 
;n*c given by him, and the cuiiiinlttcc of the Academy ‘having employed this re- 
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medy in three ruses, testify to its eflTicary. Tlie caustic should he applici^^- 
for one second, mikI it is useful that some lachrymation sliuiild ho e\eitcrl, and 
also a slif^hl injection of tlio vessels of the conjunctiva. 'I'lie lif^hl cloud wlv^n 
appears on tlic cornea, disappears in a few days. — Jlrchivcs (i^nt njlc.s, Jant, 

S3. CtUttruH with Jimaurosis, Snccessfulli/ Treated. — M. Di-.Morus coininunicat- 
edlo the Uoyal Academy of Medicine, at their sittini;* of the '2()th of .lune Iasi, tlial 
he had operated successfully for cataract on a person who had also amaurosis of 
the eye operated upon, and tliat the latter affection was subsequciilly cured. — 
Archives Geturalesy Juhj, 18 ! 28 . 



^4*. Fistula Lftrhri/}futh\ cured by the Extract wn of a Stony concretion. — A wo- 
liirty-two, of a cachectic constitution, had been affected for nine 
fistula laelir^'inalis. j>r. KitiMtii, on exaniinatioiF, fo|pd the lachry- 
hard, and upon tlie most prominent part of the tumour, which 
\ painful, a small ulcer wluch peiudrated into the lachrymal sac, and 

diicfiit]^C(^u.s, mixed w'ith the tears, es])ceially on pressure. I’he nasal eajial 
iffipiodyed .^tirely obUtenvtcd, for the finest sound could not he introduced a 
it. When Dr. K. in order to re-establish the canal, endeavoured to 
ipfSl^VLte a pointed sound, he withdrew on its extremity a stroi\,£** concretion ol 
t£(|^|lize of a small pea, the removal of which left the canal entirely free, and 
'was ])roniptly cured. The small calculus was ash .nia}, eovi red with 
tmclc mucus, pofishcd, of a calcareous appearauee, and insoluble in wati r, alco 
1 weak viuejj^iu*. Dr. K. Uiinks tliat it was formed in the hu-liry in.il sac, 
^ded mucus. — .htlinial des Proi^res, Tot. X. from the Journal /e/» 
VTaUhtr^ &c. W JB. S. 597. 
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Extirpation of a Cancerous Excrescence from the Muririnof^ifrAtfns . — 
Piwik'l^ed twenty-three, of a good constitution, came from the veiienal ward, 
where he had been treated for sy'philis with cornisiM* suhlimale. An exeres- 
an extraordinary size grew on the margin of the anus; It had a eauli 
and it covered the orifice of the anus entin ly; it had the u xUiiv 
fisau^ intq carcinoma, and it emitted an odour peeuliar 

The expulsion of the fxces was difficult and painful, 'fhe ]>alieii(. 
desirous of having the tumour removed. Professor I .allemahd tlioiighi 
thfixAhfi; syphilitic virus had been subdued by the sublimate, hut tliat lliere re- 
nufined a new product, which could only be removed by an o])eration. 

/August 17th, 1827, M. Lallemand excised the tumour by means of a pair ot' 
^oked scissors, cutting round tlie verge of the anus gradually , and cauterizing 
taejpait as he went on. The operation ]a.stcd rather long, but tlie exert seem-c 
v^'tUtimately entirely removed without the occurrence of any hscmorriiage. On 
disM^Uhg the tumour, its tissue presented cancerous characters in many points. 

. A piete of lint was introduced into the rectum, and spread over the surface 
Qompresses, introduced one after the other, were ajijilied to 
{Mt^ifrintei^al haemorrhage. \ certain quantity of lint, and aT-bandage com- 
p Hii ?' the dressing. 

patient did well; no unpleasant symptoms appeared, and be left llic 
1 on the 3,d of September perfectly cured. — Clini</uc dt I* Hold Divu dc 



Dislocation of the Metatarsus. Uy Mr. Samiw'-itic. — “ Sir As<.lfv 
es •the metatarsal bones 1 have never knowui luxatcd;tbeir union 
icr, and iiTegiilar connexion wuth the tarsus, prevent it, and if if 
lens it must be a very nirc occurrence.’ (p. 355. ) 
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. This accident, hnwevor, liappcncd in my own person^ from a blow on the 
ii)_v liorsc falling- upon it. 1 was instantly sensible of the nature ‘of the in- 
, and as soon as I was upon my feet, the metatarsus wjis found to be drawn 
and oldi(|uely outward upon the tarsus, by the action of the flexor 
niust'les. <Jn tlie removal of the hoot, which w'as cut aw'ay, these w’ere the ap- 
pi arances: — the foot considerably sliortened, the toes turned a little outwiitd, 
and a liard swelling bigger than an egg upon the tarsus, with tumefaction of the 
iritcgiimcnti. The pain, which w as gi*eat at first, was kept under by a wannfl>* 
mcTUatioji. 

“ 'J'!»c n'diiction was easily effected by my friends Messrs. Williams and 
Mn n lon, and Iceclies and bread and Avater poultices prevented inflammation. 
Tor so tTal nights the foot was violently shaken by spasirodic action of the 
iniiscles, ])Ut the parts preserved their relative situation; aiid although^it'VBS 
nearly a year before all lameness ceased, yet at tlic end of six weeks 
abled to lay aside my crutches. Tor the ability to use tlie foot in so shdrt^a 
Mine, I w'as indebted to a contrivance which rendered the foot and anclc m- 
He vil>lc. 

*• Instead of an clastic sole to the shoe-part of the apparatus, one of !WOad >|W 
procured, #rouiul the heel of which was nailed a piece of firm unbetidih|pv|M^ 
iIiiM*; this T'caebed as high as the calf of tlui leg; three small straps with buck^^^ 
Ik 111 the leg in situ, and a hroader one across the instep secured the foot, 
c omfui’l I e\])evii‘nced from tins simple apparatus is my reason for dcscnbllSg 
d so par<irularl> ; it has since been found useful in various injuries of the foot 
.'ind ancle." — hondon Medical Gaztl/Cf J^oL L JVa. 21, 1828. 


^7 - M. nrrr vTKr.N’s Ticatmnil of Phagedenic and Corrodinf^ Sterpes , — 
‘habere is ])bvsician who has not hail an opportunity of observing and 
tri.iting pb'igialriiic or corroding herpes, and <‘xperienced a disagreeable proof 
ni‘ llu- iiu flieaey of the anti-hor]U‘tic, anti -scrofulous, anti-venereal remedies, and 
olluTs winch have been tried by turns agaiast this cruel di.seasc, according to 
ils tlill'eivnt iippi'arances, and its supposed nature. We know, tliat in spke'of 
all tlie ri ffiedics, the jiJuigedenic Jierpes cats and destroys tlie noi^f^e 
lip'', the cheeks eyelids, the ears, the temples; parts which it more espe- 
cially and freijuently attaeks. Vire itself seems to irritate, .as well as atsenical 
[lasti'; tin se agents have besides the inconvenience of destroying tlie part^' on 
wliii’li lliey arc :i]>])lic(l, and to add to their deformity. These motives ^,faave 
for .1 long time inilneed M. iJupuylrcn to seek other remedies against Jpba 
deiiK herpes, and it seems certain, that they may be cured without deform!^ 

I»\ tile Use of the following powder: — 


R. llAilrarg. Siibmur. praccip. partes 

i Ixidi. Arseniei. Alhi..vcl 7 

Aeidi. Arsenlosi, * ^partem 
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1 
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“ I'his remedy, which acts rather as a specific than as n caustic, may be yari- 
niisl> employi d If the surtlicc of the herpi’s is iilccmted, moist and cleaned, it 
•s i>(>w(li ri'd with a litlJi; jMift’, charged Avith the above described powdi^ so ^ 
t** I uv( V it witli a thick layev of about the tw'cnticth part of an inchr.' if this 
siirfaet* i^; coa end with a scab, it must be thrown off by means of a pot|ltice, 
:ind then it is dusted as has been just described. In fine, if the herpes is 
ar ^uallv rr>AC)vd with .an imperfect cicatrice, it must be destroyed; twenty-four 
hours :ifiir, the surface is dusted, when it must necessarily have ceased 
l»le< ding.” — Mtdtad Guide to Paris. 

A8. Jdtrftijirc on the Common Carotid Jtrtcrics. By Professor l#AKdMrB 
“ \ hi’onchocele, sujipo.sod by Professor I.angcnbcck to be of a 
.abti b lie denominates aiiciirisontltic broncliocelc, furnished an indicati^j^ 

N'o. V.— Nov. 1828. P28l • 
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ligature ou tho snprrlor thvroltloul artery. 7I<* comincnenl h}’ t\inf;* tliat of tlie^ 
right side- but oii tbe flc-vt-nlh day after tlie operaliiu), li;eiuf)iT!ia!;»e c.niu* 
which was so profuse that Professor I .angeiibeek found it lueessar} to appjy a 
ligature to the common carotid of both sides. 'I‘hc patient dieil on llie-tolluNV- 
ing day. 

“On examination of the body, tbe right liemisplu're of the brain was found 
resting on a bed of exuded matter^ the vessels were not unusually full on thi^ 
side; but they were so on llic left side, wiu rc no exudation existed, 'fhe in- 
ternal surface of the earotid was found iuHanied from its origin all the way to the 
brain. 'I’he author thinks that a ligature on the tliwoideal artery is of no great 
fjractical utility, especially as the disea.se for whi<‘Ii sucli an ojieration is indicated 
Is extremely rare, aiul as llie operation can onl\ be incom|)!ete; for tlie inferior 
thyroid must always dilate wlicn the upper is obslructed; the size of the bron- 
chtfcele diminishes but Jit tic; and a ligature on tlu‘ common' carotid, should it 
h^i^Otne, requisite, as in the prc.seiil case, is not without danger. K\ cry one 
who has witnessed this operation will agree with l*rofe>..sor J.angeiibeck in this 
opinion. It has seldom jiroved of much ser\ie(‘, and it perliaps has nev(‘r suc- 
ceeded in curing the bronchoccle.’^ — Loini. jMuL und Sitri^. Jinirn, 

182,3, yVom Neiie JiihUoth, fur die Chiruru^. u. Ophth. » 

AppUcaiion of Plates if Lead to JVaiinds, — M. Ri:vT;rr.Kr.-I*\Tnst: lias rc- 
centty adduced a number of casc.s, showing the advantagc.s of this trealnu id of 
wounds. It has been tried at the Hotel Ro\ale ties liwafules, in extensile 
wounds, both recent and those of long existence, and M. le Uaron Y'\an, clfu f 
surgeon- of that hospital thinks highly of (Ills modi of treatment, 'fhe iirst 
trials, he says, were made on large chronic ulcers, of disgusting as])cct, al>^- 
dant suppuration, foul bottom, callous ctlges, and in most a tendency to t*r*- 
pelas to some distance. The iirst day of tbe application tlie ]>ain diminished, 
the suppuration was changed, inflammation yielded, and the edgi sin diniini.sli- 
ing also contracted the surface of the wonnil. Kxtremilics, which were cover- 
ed with thick crusts, as in clcphaiUiasl.s, >verc also' w rapped uj> i n la mina of 
lead, these scabs, which had resisted the means habitually emplo\T(g fell off. 
'llie Samo means have been employed in the wo'imls causeil by ho.spital gan- 
grene: the ash-colourcd bottom disapppeared at the first dressing’, tlie snppii- 
I'atioii became healthy, and cicatrization took place, 'f he apidii-ulloii of hmiimi 
of IcsldtO wounds, diminished the pain, thinned the borders, n slstcd tin- ten- 
d^pey to erysipelas, modifled the suppuration, and procured solid cicatrices.'' 
^^Ofurruil dcs ProgreSf Vol, IX. 1828. 

60. Fracture into the Knee-joint, Succesfulli/ Treated. — “ Marcli 24t]i. A. AI- 

dred, a sailor, about foi-ty years of age, fell from the top of a w agim, and brokt? 
his leg: he W'as brought to St. George's Hospital in tw o hours after, win n it w a.s 
found that the head of the tibia "was broken olf just abo^e the insertion of the 
ligamentum patellx, and the part .separated w:i.s‘its< If di\Ide(l into two ijortlons; 
the fibula was safe. Tliere w'as .i good of swilling*, and blood a]ipeareil 

to be effused into the limb. This state contimicil to inerense, and next (Ia\ the 
leg was prodigiou.sly swollen, w ith much paiu, particularlv about the knee. — 
He was twice bled, had leeches applied, and was purged; the limb w'as placed 
Up0n a double inclined plane, and a cold lotion constantly apjilieil to it. 

^'XJnder this treatment the sympto - s gradually ahalcif, and on the l.st of >ray 
the use of the iiacture-box was discuntinii^d, ami the limb bandaged; in a week 
more the baildage was left oili there being only .some thickening about the 
joint, with stiffness.” — Load. Med. and Phys. Journ. June, 1828. 

61. of Hit NeeJe of the Ultt us. — This operation is now frcquctH-l*' 
resorted to in Europe in cancerous affeclion.s of this vi.scera, which have bec'ii 
fotmerly reglfrded as incumblc. However formidable it may :it fir.st apjieai*, the 
dangor attending it seems tj) be comparatively inconsiderable. Marjoiin, Jtc - 
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• camicr, Saiiter, together w itli several English and German surgeons, have even 
xgoiio fiiither, and removed the uterus entirely. Almost all these operations, ap- 
p.'irently so impracticable, have been crowned with unexpected success* Lis- 
fVanc has am]mtuU;d the neck of the womb thirty-six times, and lost but three 
■ of his patients, a small propoi-tion if we take into consideration tliatsome of the 
cases doubtless presenital unfavourable circumstances. Many of the wbtnen 
thus oj)crated upon, liave since been happily delivered of living children. TThc 
experience of those who have engaged in these operations sin s that wounds 
of the uterus cicalri/c very ri'ailily, and demonstrate besides, that the cxciuon 
of I lie cancerous part is almost always attended liy a radical cui*e. 

For the jjurposc of ob\iatiiig many inconveniences attending the usual tnodc 
of operating, M. (Jolombat has proposed an instrun .cnt of his own invention, a 
drawing and full descri])tion of wliicli, with the proper mode of employing ' it, 
may be found in Ihc Jtcouc Medirale Francuise ct Ftrangerc, for Ma7,'l820.- "by 
means of the hi/.s/erofotnr, as lie calls it, the neck of the uterus may be ^iz^-tn 
the vagina, aiul cut with ease at a single blow, sl .y)cctilutn utert\ haniHg b^n 
previ<»usly inlroduceiL “'iMic trials 1 have made,” says M. Colombat, **111 the 
presence of celcijrated jirofessors of the faculty, of many distingui.she.d aurg^ms 
of the capital, and of a gj*eat numbti* of students, have sufficiently proveorwat 
the operation performed according to iiiy plan,' is not only more prompt, llhd 
Jess painful, but Ibat It oilers the prc<*ious iulvantagc of not requiring sUch su- 
perior skill as the method jiursucd by Dupuytren, Lisfranc, and Hutin.” 

Cy'2, Ampidalhm of half the liOircr Jaw far Sarcoma^ succcssf ally p&rfofifud. By 
M. l.isFHANe. — “1*. F. V. x\. forty -seven, of sanguineous tempcr^cnt, and 
good eoiistllution, entered the Hospice de IVrfectionnemcnt, Nov/ ^th, 1827", 
with a sarcouialoiis tumour, about the si/e of two largo eggs, extending from 
the left I'anuis of tlu; inferior maxillary bone, to the symphysis. The gums Were 
affeclod with a cancerous ulcer, the discharge from which was sanious,' and ex- 
tremely fetid; the 1> mpiialic glands beneath the jaw on tlie affected side, were 
considi rahly enlarged, tlii! integuments i/ntire. Seven months previous to his 
admission, i lie ]jaticnt first noticed a small tumour connected with ^e'^bone, 
about tlic si/e of a c<immou pea; this gradually inci’cased, attended with conti- 
nued hmeinatiiig pains, and obstructing both articulation and masticatioQ. 
J/isfranc, prior to llu- jierformancc of any operation, made a trial of ant^phlo^s- 
lic measures, wliieli dispersed the enlargement gf the lyinpliatic glands, but had 
lio efl'cet nbatever, either on tlie si/.e of the tumour or the lancinating painSi/jb^- 
perleiiced in it. Accordingly, on the 2()th of November, the disease waift re- 
moved by the knife in the following manner: — 

“ An incision was begun in the centre of the lower lip, and cairicd perpeh- 
<licularly dow nwards t<» the lower margin of inferior maxillary bone, quite 
through the soft parts covering it. In consequence of the volume of the tulhour, 
it w as found lu'ccssary to prolong this incision an inch lower down, from which 
point the knife \\;is continued transversely, as far as within a quarter of an inch 
below and before lln- :inglc of the jaw. "I'lic fingers of an assistant bad> been 
])reviousI\ jilaced on the ‘ origin’ <if the carotids to mark their situation, and 
from the Jowei- horder of the chin to *110 angle of the jaw, tlie incision was 
increly cari’ied through the skin and cellular membrane. The dissection of tlie 
soft parts from the suriacc of the lunioiir w'as cxti'cmcly painful, but '^edap 
Jiaving ])een formed, two teeth wore extracted, tlic hone was, divided acedss the 
ramus h} a fiiu' saw with extraordinary lUcility, and then the syipphyMS by a 
common saw ; the operator si i/ed the upper part of the tumour with his three 
niiddli; fingers, ih(‘ lower with his thumh, and then, by means of slight force, 
was able to draw down the jaw , and separate it from a great quantity of the tis- 
•.sui's attached to it behind. I’lie tumour was found to extend deeply ben^^ 
th<‘ tongue, and requiix'd a very cautious dissection to remove it. 
arteries wej c not vvoundial, indeed no vessel of any consequence, 80 u 

lii^atuir vnr vmitcry tms applied/ ^ * ' 
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Three liouriJ after tho patient had been placed in bed, M. Lisfranc drew to- 
ge^er the lips of the perpendicular incision by the interrupted suture, but <lid 
not attempt to unite llie transverse portion of the wound, in order that li'piuis 
might flow readily. On the 31st, the perpendicular portion liiid united, lind the 
lower was freely suppurating. On the 15th December, the patient could speak 
with facility, and was allowed solid food. Saliva continuetl to flow through the 
lower wound, and compression was made upon its edges, but it caused too 
much pain, and was discontinued. M. Lisfitmc then placed in the inouth a small 
sponge to absorb the liquids, and in the course of a few days the wound li ad 
enfirely cicatrized. The patient was kept in the hospital a month after this, 
and then departed for the country, the distortion of the jaw being very slight, 
indjCj^ the deformity was scarcely apparent on wearing a cravat. I’lie patient 
distinctly. , 

« .Kinarks upon the case, M. I.isfranc details the appearances observed 
who have died some time after amputation of greater or lesser qnati- 
e lower jaw. If the portion removed be small, and taken from the 
mecUan line, the portions arc lillle removed from each other, and unite like a 
COlhmon fracture. Siido. AVhen the ends of bone remain at a eeHaiii distance 
asunder, a very solid fibrous substance like that which unites a badly »et i^atella, 
is found to intervene between them, and prove a considerable check u]k)ii tlieii* 
motion. 3tio. In cases when the union between the ends of bone is firm, no- 
thing particular happens to the tcmporo-maxillary articulation, but wln'ii, from 
the action of the muscles, the inferior extremity of the ])ouc is earrc'd inv\ 
luxatio^ partial or comple/e, of the condyle of jaw from the artienlallng cavif> 
is th^ i^fisequence.” — Med, Cfurunr, Rev, Juhjy 1828 , ihe Re me Medieuh^ 
iUhreft, 1828. 

li 

63. Gun-shot Wound of the Forehead, In which the Rail nonihnd fur a hum, 
period in ihe Skull, — Baron Liuhkt lately presented to the ItoNal Academy o( 
Suigpiy, the cranium of a soldier, who died of plilliisis a few w i cks ]n*i‘viousI) , 
Thi9^*man received a musket bullet in the forehead, a little above lliw. left c\i‘, 
in tn^hattle of Waterloo. He fell senseless on the ground, and tlierc Ik; n inaiii' 
ei, without any assistance, for the space of forty -ciglil hours. He was then dis- 
eovexttd to be alive, and carried to the hospital at llnissels. \'ariousefV()i ts were 
made tq extract the ball, but without success. It appeared to be lodgi d in tlie 
bd^e, hdf within and half without the cranium. There were evident s\ inplonw 
of compression, including paralysis of the right side of the body. Illerding and 
tHo antiphlogistic regimen were rigidly enforced; in process of time; the s\mp- 
tbtns were mitigated, and he so far recovered as to l)e sent to Pari'i. 'rlici i! 
he got so well as to resume his military duties, and died at last of jililliisis, tlie 
half still lodged in the cranium. The only, phenomenon tliat rein.iiucd, as a 
Oppsequence of the wound, was the loss of memory in respect to ])i’oper innu '> 
and the names of nouns substantive. The ball is still seen lodged in tlie bone, 
partly within and partly witliout the cranium. Tlie inner taldc of the skull IkkI 
evidiently been fractured into several pieces.** — Medicv-Chirarisical Rudtir, fm 
Jufy, tt28. 

fiir(mgulated Hernia , — Several of the French journals have spoken favom*- 
sli&.^^he introduction into the u’ethia of bougies, mcillcatcd with narcotics, 
a8r,W^tating the reduction of strangulated hernias. 

^ He^rriorio^Med, 'l\n‘ino,f^ December, 1 826, tlicrc isrelated the rase of a 

fifty-twp,aflllieted with inguinalhemia, who was admitted i 1 1 to t h e 1 1 os f) i f al , 
aila.,thb usual ^eans having failed in producing a reduction of he strangulate d 
intestine^ Pl^feasor Rlberi introduced into tho urethra a bougie smeared with 
extisMt; •tfdptumi in a few minutes the pulse hcoamo feeble, the skin palc,*&.c. 
the..p|plMDr was enabled to reduce the hernia. 

fit &0 OkoeroaUire Mod, dl Napoli, tor 1827, tlierc is recorded the case ol’ a 
woman, at. fifly, who had |jeen afflicted for many years with licrnia, which be- 
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came strangulated. I.ccclics to tlic anus, emollient catai>lasnis to lUe tumour, 
S^c. wt rc employed uilliout relief. J)r. Magliari thinking that the op^tion 
mighl be di leiTed till the next day, suspended all other means, a^id oi^dered 
an ointment compostal of ten grains of extract of belladonna, and half an ounce 
oVlar<l to be applied to the tumour. The nt;xt day the lumo\ir was found to 
have diminished, and the hernia was in a short time entirely reduced. 

G5. Lithntritjf. — Dr. Civiai.c presented to the Royal Academy of Sciences a 
memoir on tlie results of his mode of operating during 1827, of wh'< h the fol- 
lowing is the abstract. Of fifty -four supposed calculous patients, thirty were 
operated on with the lithontriptor, of whom twenty 'ivc were cured, and five 
still under treatment; in the remaining twenty-four, no stones were found. 
Among those cur^al, was a hoy of seven y'cars of age, in three operations of ten 
miimtes each. Among the patients treated by Dr. Civialc, several had Uvi^r- 
gone the lateral opcTation two, lliroe, four, live, and six times.— •jBuUefm 4^ 
iScicnccs MMcalesy 182H. 

()6. fJihnfnt }/. — Tlic cominissirin name d by the Acndeiny of Spiciiccs of PaHs 
to award the prizes on medicine ainl •'■jig. ly, estahllslied by M. Moxttott, ^ de- 
creed five llioiisuid train s (o JSiiron III I II i j.nM I- fi)i- the impiov eincsit he’has 
made in lithontripiors, and a medal of one thoiisaml francs \aliie to Dr. (5 iiuit 
iiojSKv as the first to propose llie plan of breaking down lh(‘ stone in the Mad 
tier. We make tlu* following extraet from tli(‘ir ivjiorl : — Alter detailing the oh- 
jf‘ctions to this mode of opcralmg, they slate that l^aron llcurteloup lulB over 
come most of tlu' dUrn'iiltics. Ih*. iloes not dilate the urellira bcforci. this iutro- 
duction of the instrument, 'file inarhinc for seizing the stone is composed of 
four hraiK'IiLW v hieli o])en wi<lely witlioiil, and are tJius capable of embracing a 
nuieli larger stone than those helVire in use. After tlie stone is seized, the lu- 
st fument has no motion, being fixed firmly by means of a plate of iron to the 
bedstead. TIic mode of seizing llio stone is a great imjirovcmcnt; it is, well 
kiK'wn th:»4 when the liladtler rontraels it presses the stone strongly agaiw its 
neck, occasioning >inlent jiain. M. IJeiirtcIoiip has taken advantage ot uSffcir 
enmstance, tlie branches ot'bis inslrument openingand being applied against Ihe 
siiU'S of llui neck oTthe bh.uhler, he. pennits this organ to empty itsclt* of tlie 
water or urine wltJi \\ lileli it was distemlcd, and hence the calculus is forced 
between the brandies of the instrument, and thiw seized without pain or fatigue 
to the patient. ;s: 

Wheu^ince secured, it is broken down at a single operation, by being scoop- 
ed out till the shell is so lliiii that it may be crushed by the iiressiirc of tile 
branches. Whilst this iiart of the operation is perfonniiig, all fragments are 
W'ashcd out by means of a double ^'urrent of water tbrow'U through the instru- 
ment. 'I'liose fragments w hich are too larg'c to pass, arc afterwards broken by 
a machine he calls /;;•/. sYroy/zc, w hich reduces them to pow'tler in a shoil time. In 
fact, the plan of Dr. I leiirtelon[i is tlu; most certain, rapid, and safe, and by fai 
the least painful. — AZ/ j///, Juitr, liiJtS. 

67. Cancer of the UieruactirnI hi/ Injections with Hydrocyanic ^‘ieiit, — Dr. 
reported to the Medico-rhysical Society of Florence at their sitting of the 9th 
of March, IS'JS, the case of a female affected with cancer of the uterus, which 
had atlvanced to the last stage, and presented all the symptoms which an - 
luiuiKX'd the ai>])roacli of (U*alli. Wsshing to try the hydrocyanic acid prepared 
according to Sclicele’s jirocess, he dissolved four grains, (denari,) in four 
pounds of bail, y water, writli which he had injcclions made into the \ag*iiia foiii 
limes a day, w Inlst ho ga\c aloes and cirula internally. At first the injections 
])n)duccd sinarting and violent ])ains; hut the patient, after a few days, pas^d 
iVom tin* vulva some fragments of a membranous and fleshy substance^ arc ‘“thi 
pains immcdialely eomnienced abating'; she g'aiued slrcngtliand flesh, and^^five 
months no sign of disease of the uterus remained, and the menses became regular 
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It would hr frtrluM.'ilc indeed, if furlhcr experience .should confirm tlie con* 
cimDns to which lliis sing'le case would lead. I5ul without being* .sanguine of 
such a result, at least the remedy iiiig^ht be worth trying*. 

68. Abscess in the cavity of the Mminges^ cured hy the Appiication of the 'l\e. 
phinc. By M. lloe\.- A hoy, aged fifteen, luul, for more than four years, a .sm.dl 
fistulous opening in the left parietal region, in eonsetpienee of the opening ot 
an abscess of the .scalp caused by a blow. M. Konx having been consuhetl, 
thought that there existed caries of the internal table, andlliat coma, wliich oc- 
curred when the pus did not How freely, \ias owing to the arcnmulalion of jius 
from tliis caries. He applied the crown of a Irephim; upon the iistula, with the 
intention of facilihiling the passage of the portions of caries, or necrosed hono^ 
hj0i..thj^ found that caries did not (‘xist; tlui fi.stula ])enetrated the dura mater. 
Ti^'mfeinbranc was incised, and lie fountl tlial there existed an ab.sce.ss in the 
cvjity of the meningc.s, wliicli compressed the brain. AVlicii the pus was eva- 
Cllited, he perceived a eonslderahic depression on the middle of the left lobe, 
but this depression gradually diminished, and finally disappeared. I'he wound 
made by the trephine gradually liealeil, aiul the patient was cured. — Juunud 
Gineral de Mcdccine, Aprils 18 JS. 

69. Extirpation of a Cancerous Tumour from the Axilla. By Professor 
MAND. — ‘‘A shoemaker, aged thirty, of a lym])liatieo-nervous l(‘mperamcnt, and 
of a weak constitution, born of healthy parents, entered the llutcl-Dieii, under 
the care of Professor l.allepiaiul, on the 11th of Octobc“r, 182r. He liatl alw.iys 
cnjoYcd good health until Pcl)ruar>, IHJf, when he felt a severe jialii in tlie 
whole of the right superior exlrcmily, with a dillieulty of moving tin? member. 
A tumour of the size of a nut aj>peared soon afur in llie right ' xilla. Emol- 
lient catap1a.sms were applied to it, but it did not dimim.-.h in .si/e; on tin* eoii- 
trary, it rapidly increased in volume, and the pain in it became lancinating. A 
fragment of caustic potass applied to it made an opening, wliieh g*a\c issue to 
pus> :uid the tumour appeared to reduce a little, but the skin bi’gai^tc; ehange. 
The i^Rticnt went to the hospital of Lyon, where Im usedin ji'clionsof chloruisd 
of lime, and had a ])oi'tion of the skin removed. When he entered the hos])it;d 
of Montpelier he W'as in the following .state: liis general functions went on 
regularly; he was very lean, and felt slight shiv erings at intervals. A lumoiir 
of the size of an orange occupied the arm-pit, and extended from the fiflli or 
sixth true rib up to the clavicle; a great paii of it was uncoxered by skin; Ihe 
skin covering the rest of the tumour w'as loose and everted, of a red colour. 
This gave AI. Lallemand an opportunity to examine the state of the jjarts. By 
introducing his forefinger, he found tliat tJic tumour extended high up, !)ul 
that the cellular tissue uniting it to the neighbouring parts was loose, and tliat 
it was thus quite isolated. Having discovered tlie nature of tlie tumour, M. 
Lallemand set about removing it on the 8th of October. He made an incision 
of the skin along the anterior lioundary of the axilla just to below* the clavicle, 
and divided successively the two jiectoral muscles, which were, very vascular. 
The vessels were secured immediately after being (lixidial. When the division 
of the great pectoral W'as made, there occurred JiscmoiThagc, accompairu-d by 
a noise like that of a tap when turned open. It was supposed at tlie moim nt, 
owing to the force of the h»:mori'h:.gc and the noise which attended it, tJuit tin* 
axillaiy artery had been divided, but it was soon discovered iJiut tlie iilood 
came from the acromial artery, or thoracicti humeraria^ which was very volumi' 
nous, and which arose very near the origin of the axillary artery. The tiimonr 
was then detached anteriorly from the surface of the pectora muscles. 'J’his 
paHof the operation was rather difficult and protracted. M. HaJlemand at last 
aiTiv^,at the axillary artery; he dissected very carefully round thi.s \ i ssel, ami 
apjplJ^ a ligature loosely round it, cloic to the clavicle, in ca.se it .should he 
injured in further procecding.s. One part of tJic tumour was situated bcl«>i*e, 
and another behind, the axillary plexus, and the deepest part extended he- 
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f wocii llic suhscapulary and p^rcat seiTalus muscles. The plexus was* dissected 
as it* it l)ad been for an anatomical dcmonsli'iition. The tumour was entirely 
ticlac liedi t\\ o sfiiall i* landular bodies of a suspicious character, which still re- 
mained, were removed. 

>‘Tlic wound havinif been dried, three points of suture were used, and the 
parts were l)rou['’lit into perfect contact. The arm-pit was fdled with lint, 
wliieli Wi re secured by compresses and a bandag’c. The tuu ir was of a 
lai'daceous texture, soft iu many parts. The ])atieiit recovered, without ,any 
untoward accident: the wound hail completely eicatri/ed on the ihirty-thitd 
day after the operation.*' — Londnti Mtdical and SurificaL Journal y Jjugunt 18^8, 
from Ike Clinique de I* Hotel Dicu de Montpilier. 

TO. Jlmpidalion pf the fki^h at the ITip joint. — M. DfiLVKcn, professor at Mbnt- 
pelier, comnninicatedto tlm section of siirg'crv^, two cases, in which he perform- 
ed amputation of the tliigh at the hip joint, with success. The operations wet0 
performed at tin: Hospital Saint Eloi of Montpelier. The first case was that of 
:i youup;* man who hacl necrosis of tlie femur, with nnm crons fistulous opeiim^; 
the second was a man with comminuted fracture of the thi^h, and considct- 
:i!)le ahdonfliial disorder; the extremity of tlic inferior fiMg’mcnt passed con* 
sideralily' above the extremity of the supi-rior, and a cons'ulerable mass of flesh 
was inlerposeil IjcLwecii the fraj^inents; tlic usual attempts were made toefl'ect 
a coaj)! at ion and consolidation of the frag'inenls, hut in vain. M. D. commenced 
Ihe operations by^ t.' ing" the femoral arli*Ty,'hc made a singflcflap, (.at the inter- 
nal side of the thigii,) closed tlie wound with suturci^ and eftccted a union by 
the lirst intention. 

M. I.arrey agrees with T). in tlic jroncrul principles of the operation, but 
he prefers iiiaUng’ two flaps, an internal and an external one. M. Uoux is of 
o])iiuon, tliat each of these plans may ]>ossess advantages in different cases* — 
Jnnr/ii^ CicUieraf dt‘ Munxinvy Jiinry 1828. 

T\. Sfop/i^dorophi /. — Ouring eight > ears, since M. Rurx has rcsoiled ^this 
operation, fori \ indniduals Iuim' submitted to it. In ninclctui, the division did 
net extend beyond the soft palate; six only have not been cured. In the rc- 
inaiiiiiii^ tninii -one, tlie eougenital division extended to the arch of the palate; 
ofihi se, nine luixe been eurod liy^ the operation, and the remainder haVC been 
placed ill a condition to wear an artificial p;datc . — 'Idemy Jlprily 1828. 


MIDWIFERY. 

• 

T2. of liiipfim of ikr I^fenis\ and of the Safe f)(diva\q of the JVoman hy 
the t'nsniian Strtiun. iIn Dr. I.niw ri. Fiiixk. — In our third number, p. 222, 
we :ulduet'il some i iisvs of ruptured uterus, teriiiimiting favourably, with a view 
ol rontrov. rling tlie opinion of Dr. Hunter, that in such cases, any attempt to 
reln xcthe woman w .is « iuel. 'fhe following case furnishes additional testi- 
moii\ to tlie s-.ime efli ct. A woman, art. 44, a native of I'arma, and the mo- 
ther of fl\e ehililren, was taken in labour of her sixth child at the beginning of 
the iiliitli month of pregnancy, Aiigiust the 9th, 1817. A midwife was called, 
who ailbrded her tin- neces.sary help; but as the patient was standing up, she 
iijis suddenly sel/ed with \oiuiting :uid faintness, and was therefore immedi- 
ately coinei ed t(» bed by the midwife and attendants. At the instant she was 
laid on tlic heil, .^he felt soiiietliliig give way in the abdomen, and then, to use 
her own c*xpres.sion, it :ip]jc*arcd to her as if there were two children in the 
'..'oinb. Under these circumstances a surgeon was sent for, who recon]me;|^- 
cd to her rest, as he coucoived the hciisatioiis of the woman arose from thettio-' 
tioiis of the ftetus during the act of vomiting. Hut tlie midwife, finding that 
tire abdomen was more and more distended, that the^Miniiling continued, and 
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the breathings was difflcult and intemiptod, sent for Dr. Joseph Rossi, professor 
of midwifery. Professor Rossi, on a iiuiiule examination, decided tliat the ute- 
rus was i*uptiircd; and after consulting' with his hitlicr. Dr. Francis Rossi, aiul 
other practitioners in the town, he, in common with liis colleagues, decided 
that the Ca'sarean operation w^as absolutely inclieated in the present case. The 
operation was performed two hours after tlic rupture of the iiteriis is siippt)sed 
to have taken place, liy Professor Ccccoiii, in the presence of the two l)rs. 
Rossi, Professor Pi/ctli, and others. Tlic incision was made on tlic left side of 
tlie abdomen, just in the spot where the feet of the child could be felt. After 
the incision w^as mad(‘, the feet immediately presented themselves to view; and 
the living child, togetlu'r with the placenta, were tlicn removed. Forty days 
after the operation, the j):»t lent was perfectly restored, and able to walk out. 
Hep nteniies some time after this appeared; and in the space of three years 
from this period, the s;imc woman w as dclivcrcil of a seven month’s chiUl, which 
liyed fourteen days. ()\cr the spot where tlie incision was made in the abdo- 
men, a cicatrix of tlie size of an apple remained, which, although it could never 
be completely liealcd, caused the patient very little inconvenience. 

Two cases similar to the above occMirrcd to M. I.amhron, in Orleans. In the 
one case he performed the operation eighteen hours, and in the si coiul, two 
hotirs after the rupture of till' uterus. — Vide Art Ji/z/jZ/dt dc Pfdirus, hi llif 
Diet, dts Sc. Med. f'ol. JCLIX. p. 235 . — Sidz/niri'cr Jlnfic. !/julhi*^. 1825 . 


73. JRxpuknm of the P/arnifa, Four Aloulhs aflcr Dili vert /. — A woman was 
delivered m January of a c^ead child, in wliich }nitri'faclion had commenced in 
difTerent parts of the body, 'flic midwife madt* many useless elforts to extract 
the pLacenti; she pulled so hanl indeed In tlie funis as to break it off. 'fJie pla 
centa still remained in the uterus. TJic cervix uteri closed, and kv-^ither uterine 
pains nor any discharge indicatedt he prohahllily of the expulsion oflhe aftir-hirtli. 
The woman enjoyed a perfect state of health till tlie follow ing May. Sliglit jiains 
and a sanguineous discharge then ajipearcd. 'riicsc s\mploins lasted Init a 
short, time, and again returned. They were now more sc vt r<*, and were follow'- 
ed by the exfiulsion of the placenta, the presence of w Iiich in tlie uterus, dufiiig 
so long a period, had hc'cn productive of no inconvenience . — ikmkns dtuhvfo 
Z/pitachr. fiir. Gcbiirhkunde. 


74. Pre^nancyy with Canoer of the (Vrrh' Hin . — Dr. T. vrp.in.Ts, a pr.acti- 
tlbner in Ravaria, has related two eases of this naliit’e: the Jir^t ]novi s that con- 
ception may take place, if tlic full term of uti ro-gi station be coinpliled, not- 
withstanding the presence of carcinoma of tin- neck of the utcni'i, pro\Itli d it 
be not far atlvanced. In the second case, the sctiirrous w.is far in tlie nici I'ative 
stage before imprcgn.ation took filace, and tlic woin.iii misrari ic d at Hie i iid of 
the third month, and died, by which an npporliiiijt \ v. as aii'ordeil of examining 
the parts . — Duflefin dcs Sc. Med. March y l.SJ.S, frum Jaurtud fur (h Inirls/rdp , 
&c. Tmn. VIL 1827. 


75. Detdchracnt of the Placenta hy injtrlion of the Funis. — In our third Xiini- 
ber, page, 223, we noticed this mcthoil of detaching the ])laccnt.i, and laid be- 
fore our readers the evidence that could at that time he rollectcd w iih regard 
to its utility. Since that perio ! the practice has attracted consiiUrahle atten- 
tion and as far as we can learn, has been found usi,.fiil. In Hn f\s a 

case is related by Dr. Hoflirnan, in which» after the delivery oftliechiM the pla- 
centa remained adherent, tlic os uteri contracted, the nli rns and abdonu-n en- 
larged, w'lule the paleness, faintm S'* and los« of pulse indicati d internal li.ciiior- 
rhage. The injection of some warm water and sjnrits, was in tine minute iollove- 
cd by the contraction of the ul< ami siihseijnenlh hy' the expiiKion of^ the 
placenta. The patient recovered njiidly. — f'/dt .hmnud df.s I'nl. f\. 

Two cases are recordi d in the \nurvlh- fiildldlhrfjut Mt dirnlr^ fur .'Ijuil hit,! 
hy M. l)upar<|iie, in whieii thi.s im .ms was **niplo 3 'ed with .'.uccess. 
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In .Tftniiary last M. T.o^ras prosi’nlrcl tn Iho Medical Society of Paris, alonp; 
niciiioii* cm tliis sub ject, illustrated hy cases, whieli was very favourably reported 
'III by a c-ominittc'c' eciiisisting* cif M M. I)i c-iia tkau, (Jiiailt.y, and Gkvjiuin, The 
oomiiiiltc'e close 1 lieir repfirl wltli the followinjif obsci'vations. “ 'Phe author, 
(^1. I.CLi’ras, ) h.»s ciuloavoiirecl to resl»’ic*.t himself to actual experience, and he 
a])|jears1o us toliave deinonslralcd b^ facts tlu* safety in all cases, of injections 
inio tin* vessels of the «:Iior(l after the birth of the infant, their efficiency in 
rausint;- a s( paratioii of llie placenta, in arresting- liamnrrliajre fro’- a partial dc- 
taebment of this liody, and linally in stiimilating Ibe uterus in cases of inertia 
oflliis organ. 'I'ho ^ie\vs we liavt*. taken, and ibe experiments we h-.vc report- 
ed enndnet also to tliis important practical fact, that the effect of tlic injections 
can be regnlati'd l)y gradiialing tlie temperature ant (|uantlly of the fluid in- 
ject eti, b\ reiiderUig it more or less six ptic, and l)y augmenting at pleasure the 
jm])ii1s(‘ by which it is tlirown intt> the vc'ssels. If a hiw ounces of fresh water 
be adecpiate for thi! separation <»f the pkicenlain ordinary cases, it would be im- 
pi-inleiil to trust to Ibis quantity in d.ingi-roiis brcnioi-rbagcs from partial de- 
taeliinent of the ]ifu*cnta witli absoluti* ineitia of the uterus. In such cases we 
slioold rajiidlx lill and distend the ])lact*nlal vessels, so that the cold and st\qi- 
lie fluid sTioulil be driven even to the uterine surface b}' thus forcing it to 
e\nde trom lli(‘ placenta.” 'J’lie inemuir and report are j'ubllshcd in the Jlpril 
A'o. t>f the Jnuninl (ii'n-'rjl ttc Mtdfrinf, 
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7b. Su/jdtttnr fcrfi d hi the h\vlus of a fVoynmnoho poifinmd hcrscif With 

Suljdtf^nr .'tad. — A woman, at the last i)eriod f)f pregnancy, poisoned herself 
with eoiKH-ntratcd siilpburie acid. f3ne ki'pl it sccrt:t until the monicnl of her 
.{e itli. 'file last eilbrts of nature: w'ere exerted to give birth to the cliild. Upon 
«'\anilnatiou»uf the b<)dy of the infant, siil])huric acid was detected in the cavity 
nf the ph iira aiul penloneiiin, and also in the licart ami bladiler. Its presence 
was also ascertained in llie licjuor amnii. — Gcwrhis dtutschc Ziiits* ^c, 

77. t'liisfouiiiii; /y// Snt/dturh' *'7m/.---ln October, liS12b, a young woman at- 
tempted to .sxx allow three ounces of the siilpbu1*ic acid of the shops. The 
greater ])art of the :u id was, liowexcr, n jeeted, and, acconling to her own ac- 
. (Mint, «)iily tw o or three sinioufuls wi nl fairly dow n licr throat. Her vomitings, 
i lii s, and i-oiix ul-sious, attr.icti d the neighbours, Avho endeavoured to give her 
water 1 (j diiidv, but in xain, as she could not swallow. In the evening a phy- 
sician W'as called t<i In r assistance, wJio reeommendc'd leeches to the throat, and 
lomi'iitations to the c jiigastrium; but tlie one ])rodiiceil no relief, anil the other 
was iusupporlalde. 'I'Jie wretched ])alient sidfered inexpressible torture, anil 
could oidx swallow a few spociufuls of driidc. It w as on the fourth day from the 
accident that Di’. la hidois saw the xoung woman. Slic was Ixingon her back, 
llu' Iiiwtr limhs lig'd, la<-e iiale, coiiiilenama' sunk, tongue soft, moist, and 
whiti‘, as w'ls the ])alatiiie arch; but tin* uvula and velum peiuhilum were of a 
dei'p red cohmr. She complained of sexiU'c pain in the ti’acl of the u;so])hagus, 
augmi iiU tl hy presMire, or anx attempt to sxvallow, cough, or even speak. The 
C|'»ig‘»Nl iMiin was e\treiiul> sensible' to ])ressure. 'Hie ing'estion of the smallo.st 

'aiitilx of Ibiids mlo llie sloinaeli ca'i’sed nausea, and ctforts to vomit. The 
alulnineii xvas soft, ami of natural temperature, ]mlse b cbli*, respiration slow, 
the l()xx( I- < Mreiiiilus cold. Intellect imalleeted. In the course of the folloxviiig 
d I X s e sx mpieuis be< .uiie inihgaled, and she could sxxalloxx some spooiihils ol 
iiiolli. but em.u i.iiiou adxaueial rapidix, wilbtuil aux lebrile nioxeiiitmts in tlie 
MsU in. A tr<»ul)Ies(niu einigli now came on, and slu* sunk on the fiftccnthday 
iVoiM tlu u eid^ III . 

’Oil di'.si clioii, the mteriial siirfire of the lesojiha^iis was ut a cherry rcd- 
|S‘2S. I 21) I 
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ness, and Its Btnicliirc so soft, that it was easily Iacoratc<l by the fincjcrs. In the 
stomach there were various appearances, as lonj^* .slri|)cs, of a deo]) red colour 
— ^several spots where the nmeous membraue was destroyed, and red ffraiuila- 
tions sproutiiif^; up. Near the pylorus, there was a j:»*ray menihraniforin layer, 
like that which covers an old blistered surface, beneatli wliich, the mucous li&- 
Biie was of a vivid red colour. The small intestines were of a violet colour, con- 
tnictcd, and containing only bile and mucus. I'lic larp^o int<‘stinos were empty, 
:uid rigidly contracted. The lieart was very large — nearly twice its natural size 
— ^marks of engorgement and iiifiammalion in the lungs — nothing cMraordinary 
in any of the other viscera. 

The principal object which Dr. Lebidois appears to have in vicw% in the 
publication of this case, is to show the n inarkahle want of febrile symptoms in 
a most intense gastro-cuti-ntis. If^ as the school of llroussais ipainlaiiis, tin' phe- 
nomena of fever he ow iiig to irritation or inHamination of the mucous membrane 

the stomach and howi ls, how is it that w'e liail none of these phenomena ])rc- 
sent when the said mcml)ranc was intensely intiurued, and, in many ]daccs, de- 
stroyed^ Hut then it is to he recollected, that inHammatloii of the slomacli and 
bowels, resulting from general causes, as those of fe\cr, a])plied to the coiisH- 
tiition at largo, is a very dilfereiit thing from that phlogosis, which r^sults from 
a direct local application of irritating or poisoiious Mihstanccs to the stomach it- 
self. In the first ease, tlvo morhific agents, (bay inarslj miasma,) have acteil 
on the nervous system, and rcaehed the point of pnxlucing inflammation ef llic 
gastro-enteritic lining — in the other ease, tlie local irritation acts at oncti <mi the 
stomach, and may not prodfice great coustlUitional disturbance in particular iii' 
di vlduals . — jUrch i res Ghu rules, 

78. Expcrimenh servint^ to (htcrniinc the QucsHon, wheifur, hi vftscs af Vuh'fm- 
ing, it h possible fo discortr the nature of the Poist^noU's Suhstu>ice, enn a long 
time after death, Ily MM. Okhi.a and J.r-^j-.r^H. — “ 'J'licse experiments, w hich ap- 
peal* to Jiav'c had for their foundation judicial c|ucstions proposed in cert.iin ob- 
scure cases of poiso/iliig, have been conducted with cipial paticnc« 4 , persever- 
ance, and ability. The distiiigui.shcd authors were aware that their dillicultics; 
would increase tlic farther putrefaction w;ts atlvuneed; and also that it would 
he much more easy to detect iniiu-ral than \<‘gctal)le ]n)isons, since tho^e last 
lose their chemical ])ropcrljes by dccomjmsition. Nevi rtlieless, thev have 
arrived at this remarkable coilclusioii — that if annual matters, miv^ d with a mi- 
neral poison, are immersed in a licpiid, it is impossible, after a certain lime, to 
recognize the poison in the licjuid — but that it is decomposed, coiuhiiied with 
the aminid matter, or precipitated in the forni of a powder, or m:igma; whilst 
vegetable poisons arc alwa}s discovered in the licpiiil, and are onI\ (li composed 
in part. MM. (Iriila and Lesciir lnstitutcd«tw'o sets of e\])erliuents: — 1. Mine- 
ral and vegetable poisons, in largo and small doses, dissolvctl in about a pint of 
water, were mixed with animal matter, and exposed, in vessels with large; 
mouths, to the open air, for ten, fifteen, and eighteen months? — the water was 
renewed in proportion as it evaporated. 2. Tlie same poisons, mixed with ali- 
mentary matter, such as albumen, meat, gi'Iatim*, i^c. w'l rc enclosed in sto- 
machs and intestines, w hich were placed in deal boxes, and buried in the earth 
to the depth of two feet and a half. After tlie lapse of several montlis, tlieso 
boxes were opened, and tlicir coiitimts analyzed. On the other liaiid, in oi-dcT 
to ascertain iij) to what period after death vestiges of the intcstinnl canal ( oiild 
be traced, dead human hotlics were i uriAl in deal collins to the depth of foe>t*' 
feet and a half, and disinterred one month, .six months, ti*n, or even scvcniiM ii 
months afterwards. T'orn lliesc experiments, which are not y I concIiKhal, it 
appears that even some veais .ifter deatii, and when no otlier ri maining^solt 
part is cognizable, that, on tin- sides of the vertebral column ajid in the abdo- 
men, there is tohefoundakind ofhrou nish ])aste, ori^ivaHc, w'hi< li ise% id< ntly tin 
remains of the digestive canal, aiwl in wliich purl tlie poisonous siih.stance may 
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. he ioiind, fiLhcr iillcrcd or in ils iuiIuimI htalc. The results of the c^peviniciits 
are :is follow . — 

tSuip/mne \.\l ctnin ntrahft . — It is possible to (lisUiij^uisli its presence 

iiuiii)' inoiillis, ()!• even years, ufU*r its inixlure with animal matter. 2dly. f'iri/ 
• 7vfaky and mi veil with .substances which, tliiring’ ])Utrefaction, liaving' g'iven out 
:i i^ood deal of aninioni-i, it is satiir.-.^eil by tliis alkali, so as to leave little or no 
Iree arid at the end of a few niontiis. In this ca.se, the probability of poisoning^ 
is very weak; but if a certain ipiantit}' of free aciil remained, its existence would 
he |)rovcd witli certainly by treating* the liquid with pure ' h-carbonate of 
liiiie. 

“ Nltrk Jlcitf, l.s/ cnnct'ntrafnl , — Thisis cognizablescvcral month.i after its mix- 
ture with animal matter, and whilst putrefaction is at its lieight. To succeed, 
recour.se mu.sl he had rather to potash than to mel:i die copper. 2dly, Weakened 
with water, and iftied in small ([iiantity, being* actively saturated by ammonia 
resulting from the decomposition of bodies, the existence only of nitrate of am- 
monia can he proveil; which, as it may result from pulrefaclioii alone, docs not 
neces.sarily imply ])oisoniiig. 

** Jlr.srnin\i.s .'/rif /. — It is ])o.ssibIe to delect llic prc.scncc of tliis acid even after 
the lapse i)f .some y t ars: n<‘\ erlheless, to succeed in this, it must be freed from 
th<‘ greater part of the auMiuil mailers willi wliieh U is mixed, by evaporating to 
dr\ lu'ss the liipior eoniMining il, .* 111(1 by sliaking, for scvi‘ral minutes, in boiling 
distilled water, llie in''-,bi( \ ofilu* t*\:i])oralion. If the ar.scnions acid lias been cm- 
])lo\e(l in the solid form, it is not iinpossilile, even a longtime after interment, 
to di.scoMT lierc .uid there small grain.s, which, being detached by the help of 
a penknife, will jiresenl all the cliaraeters of tliis pfti.son. J-'inally, as in process 
of time, it becomes elianged into arsi idle of ammonia, it may hap])cn that, after 
the l:i|)so of ‘#)me }ear^, it ma\ iiof lie possible to discover it, becau.se the ai’sc- 
nile being /z/urZ/ moni .so/u/y/r t ban the arsenious acid alone, may have passed 
Ihrougli the boh s of the cofVui, or filtered tliroiigli the w'ood. KmpJoyed in a 
large ipianlll} , this :ieid ai*i'<*sis the jirocess of animal putrefaction. 

“ fZfyrmv/cr Stthliniait . — Tliis poison, dissolved in water, is very easily decom- 
posed by a1iim.ll matter; .so tli:it it is not po.ssible, after some days, to demon- 
btiMtoits iireseiii e. in the liquid, otherw ise tliaii by means of a plate of g'old,aiid 
one of till, assisted hv tlie action of tlie hMlrochlorlc and. 'Fhe more animal 
matter employed, the more .suliliinati* v\ ill be deeomposi d. Jt docs not appear, 
how cv'cr, lli:it they can decompose the whole of the sulihniatc; since, by the 
assistance of the plate of gold, it has tji-eii possible, at the end of many hvfusrs^ 
to produce (ui uhnn of metidlir nu rcury from a solution of six grains of subli- 
male mixed with a ^-/a/Z (/luntliltf of animal matter. In every case, by treating 
these matters, wliicli leo ing decomposed the sidilimalc, witli heat and with pot - 
ash, il is jiosdble to jiiodncc niet;dlic iiKTrnry, even several years after tlie 
sublimate li.is acted ujimi tlieni, th?^refoiv, if the ])rcsencc of tliis metal does not 
prove the i*\i.sleiice of sublimate, it proves, at least, the ]>rcseiicc of sonic mcr 
curial |)]'epar;itioii. 

“ 'l\irhir /’Jwflir. — 'Mils, mixed, wlib animal matter, is decomposed in a few 
d:iys; sotliat the t:ii’la iC aci<l is tlestroved, and the o\\d of antimony preci]>i- 
tated. It Is, then, impossible* to detect it b}^ the reagents iisnallv employed; hut 
inet:illic aiiliinonv may lie ol)t;iined from the animal matter even after the lapse 
of some nionilis. 'The above alteration is rather the aetion of w'ater and airupon 
the salts, than ol the animal inatteis; for cxtierimeiit proves, that a .solution o1 
three gr.iiiis <ri t:ul.ir emetic* in one nint and a half of distilled water, cxpo.sed 
to tlu; :ur, undergoes the same decoinpo.sitioii; and that it is no more possible Ic- 
reeogiii/e tlu*, jin sent e of ibis .s.dt at the end of thirty or Ibrly dav.s, than if ge- 
latine or albumen bail bt-cii added toil. 

. /c*c /c//c (>l — Kvperim^ lit prov es lliat il is not in tlie licpiid in wdiich it 

Ii.is lu-cii di.s.solx ^ (1 lls.il this s;dt is to be found, if it has been in contact with 
animal matter, for It iie.eils only tlu hipse of a short lime, and not a single atom 
•u inains m I Ik solnlioii Iml a certain qnanlilv of inctalhc lead may be oblained 
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I )y drying the black ish-gr:iy prccipilMtc :iiul the animal mailer, and calcinnK' 
llicm in a hfrong he at. 

l^rotu-hiiilro Chivraie of Tin, — Very lit lie time claj)ses l)ctore tiic animal 
matter dcconij)()sc‘s a watery solution oi’lhis hnl>.s1anr(*. It is obtained by di-ylni; 
separately tJie intestines, and a gra\ish lloeculeiit matter whicli is precii)itateJ . 
Uy calcination the m» tallic tin is produced. 

** Sulphate of ('opprr . — lly mixture with animal matters, the doulo-siilphate 
of copper in solution, is decomposed so entirely, tliat, after acertaiii time, not any 
remains in the li([Uor. NevertJu-Iess, this decomposition is not st) rapid that a [lor - 
tion of the salt may not be found in solution after the lapse of a few months, if the 
operation has been performed with a few drachms of tlie deiilo-sidphatc; hut in 
every case where tlic salt of copper cannot be found in the liipiid, take Ibe so- 
lid matters and heat them with charcoal to obtain the metal, whilst anothei* 
portion of the charcoal should be heated with nitric aciil, to obtain the nitrate, 
of copper. 

“ Perdi^ris , — lly remaining in contact with animal matter in the earth, it 
decomposes itself, and the deutti-oxyde <»f eop])er forms, with the fat of llie 
dead body, a sort of soa])V mailer insolul)le in water. In a ca^e of poisimlng by 
this substance, it would be possible to domonstr.ile the ])resence ih nto 
oxyde of copjic’’, l>} means of lu droel\loric acul and ealelnation, many moiiths. 
or even many yeais, aftei* internu nt. 

df Stlvu', — 'I’liis substance, when dissoU ed, is rapidly an<l eonij)li U ly 
decomposed by animal matters; so th.it it would be nei css.iry to i mleatoiir lo 
reproduce the metal from the solid siih^lanet*, if e.illed upon to pronoum i u|)ou 
a case of poisoning by this jtietal. J5v' tlrying anl ealeining se[)ai'ate\\ the intes- 
tines and a brownisli Hoceuleiit precipitate which w.is formed in tlie c\[>en 
ment, metallic siher was ]uo(luced. ^ 

** ilydro-i'hlorate of Gold . — TIjc same result as in tlie iireceding case. 

Jlcelate of Morphia. — 1. In a case of pidleial disinlei*mtmt, it i'» po-^sibh; to 
delect the pri scncc of tins salt seterai inontlis afti r deatli, or of moiphia sini 
ply. 2. In oi*d<‘r to do tliis, not only must tlie liipiids lx* acted upini, but Ibe 
suspected solid contents; because, if tlie ])oisoning had bi m accom|iTisIii.d l»\ a 
watery solution of the acetate of morphia, tins might have been deciunpo-.ial, 
and the morphia jiartly' juvcljiitatcd. o. J.oss moi'^dila would, in trnlh, bi. pri 
cipitalcd Ilian mlg’bt lie supposed, bi cause part that bad lieen lii composed 
would be redissolved l)y the ammonia formed iluring [iiitndaclioii. It is already 
known that in precipitating morphia in a weak solution of the aci;tate, I>\ imaiis 
of ammonia, it is sultieicnt to agitate the pixcipitale foraftw nionu nts, mid in a 
mixture of water and ammonia, to redissolvi* it. d. To obtain the morphia ex 
isting in the solid ])arts, tiuse parts must be treated sexeial tiirii -i willi ah oliol; 
then, evaporating tlie solutions, treat tlie ]jroduel w illi water mixed willi ai i tic 
acid; — wltiioiit this prccamiori, it w'ladd Ife illflic nit to m parate tin- inorplna 
from the fat of the dead bodx, w hich i'»foriiie<l ;ihiindantly wlien the l)o<l\ is in 
the earth. If, hy cliance, the rujuid should bi: < olonrid, llie colour may lie re- 
moved by heating it w ith animal c.irhoii puriiied, or b\ liltering it sevi ral liiiU'. 
through that suijstance, without iiaving recourse to the subacetate of lead, or 
hydro-sulphuric acid, wliicb, to sa\ the least, is useless. 5. It is easy to m f , 
in comparing tlie action of nitric acid, and of l)jc trlto-bjdro chlorate of Iron, 
upon the substances that liavc been the subji ct of expi riincnt, llial the nilrie, 
acid has constantly veddem d rn, even when sliglilly eolonrtal, wlillsl tin- salt 
of iron has only given lliem a blue tint when tlicy wt re liefon- pt rti-elly colour 
Icas^ and in some eases it lias |>roiliiced a redilisli colour, allliongli the inallefs 
were cohmrless'. b. It w’ouhl be rasli lo pronounce ajfn omhn h/^ in a (iidn l.d 
impiiry, that poisoning* In a prep.uMlion of inorplila hail i..ki-n jil.iec, oidy in - 
cause the blue .ind n d < olours l.n| been observed; lliesr woiihl |oi-iu iik laly 
slight prcsiiiiif)tion. 7. Tliis won).! not be tin ease ii‘ f ly si ,illi/.t d nioiplna < onlij 
be obtained, (;is in tiie i.spernii' nts,) insoluble In w.sli r and illier, soluble in 
alcohol and in nitric acid, fusible in a gentle lieat, and pusses-sing,, in short, al* 
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.llie kiKiwii characters of that huhstaiicc; then it miphtbc aflirmed tliat the mat 
Ici* sf) IrcJitt'il was iii()r|)lii:i. 

J/t/(frn-( 'hlontlr uf Hnn inr . — It is possible* lo prove the existence of’iliis fpill 
arnl ol hrnciiie in llu; canal many monllis after eleatli; bill, as in the 

. fgniier case, mere colour cannot be relied upon, but the substance itself must be 
produced. 

jU'ctulv of StrfirJininr . — Detected many months after death, when mixed 
with animal matter, even thoiii»ii the mixture has been i-xposed tf» the air. 

“ //yf/rury/m/c i'rom tlie experiments (»f M. L-assaii^iie, ic is roved not 

to be jiossible to denionstrale by chemical means, small (piantities f this acid 
(bi-ee tla>s alter death. The disappearance of the poison depends upon its dc- 
coinposilion. 

Ojiium . — I. 'I'hc morphia existlng“ in opium is iiot ehanj'-cd by its contact 
with animal matlTr, any inoie than llie acetate or any other salt conlainliu; 
it. It is much more thUicnit to prove the existence of opium when intro 
diieed into the stoniacli of a (h ad bod\,thaii iiurfd)' a salt of morphia. .1. In 
any case, it is not possilile lo ]irononnce iilfinuntin li/ n])()ii a case of poisoiiiii,^ 
by oi)iiiin, but by reco^ni/mi*; all iK clieanii al and \>hysical pnijierties. This is 
lint impos^bli- to be done si’vi ral davs alti r ileatli; l>ut it mn^ not luiso easy to 
|)i-ove I hat the jinisnnm;;' lias taken pl'ice hymens by morphia, or by one 

1 if its salt*'. 

“ ( UinifnirJtft s. --An intesliiii' i'ontaiiied a drachm of c intliarides, ]) 0 \vdcrc(l and 
mixed with nn at isiul tin; whiti; ol an < wire tbsintc. i red at the eiidofliim 
mniiths. the matti r conlaiiK'd in it w as ei>nM i led yiio the J’at of dead l)odii*s, 
.Old here* and lh( re was s<a-n b\ tlie nakei! i \e a iindtitude of sliinini^ points o( 
a bcaiit ifnl i^i ei M, lonin il h> llui pnwdtr. lly liialintjf tlie mass with boiliiiL^ 
water, the la( liias m« livil, and ciine tn the surface in the term of a laver of oil, 
wliilsl the liiiL;hi paiiieles U II to the hotioini tlicse posse.-^sed all the ])ri)])<.rtie* 
of (Miilliavuli's. 

“'The ineinnir is teniiiiiated 1 a .i ijiiestinn ])j'n|)i)sed by the authorslhem- 
•-( l\es — \i/. whether the saiiu' ri sidls would ensue in the <kad body il“ poison 
III dnnni;* iTle" 'flu \ answi r, ves, il*a< the inoim nl of diath tlieve remained 
a (inanliiv ol the iiorsnnnii , sulisfaiice in the inli'slin.d (anal, appi'c-ciahle hy 
' heniieal nn aiis. 'I'he < hieriminl is to know wh'Min i- ////•> which tin 

e\j)einni niv r i nuld di^eoM.r i w eiitv -lonr hours alt^ i' di atli, conld be deteetea 
ten, liluen, or Iwenl} inonllis afti r iulcriiienl ; and liny regard tli is possibilit)- 
as plated i)i’><.n»l a donbi, b\ tluir experiments.'’ — /ynnlon JMuIical iruzviict 
IXL 11. An. .vt, \h))0\ llif .irrlHns iit nvntksy Mni/y 
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i'.K W'ltih Kjitcu > (f i/Km. ociilm.- — 'I bih has been aiialv/.ed bv M. ^'A^ in r.i ix, 
and fonnd to (ontain tin same priiieiples as liie common species, but only halt 
the (jiianlil^ of (.nu line. — Junniul iL Phannadf. 

of a sfin'inn n tf ('uiaurous I'crspirullou. llv . 1 . RnsTncK, M. Jl- 
--'I'ln i|iianiit_\ r»blained w as four oiinees. “ H w as of a ilin|^y brown eohuir, wa** 
spun what ojiatjui , wilhoiil odour, and tlnl not aptiear to be either viscid or te 
naei'ius its sjn. cihe l;’| a\ it V was I. 01 J 7 ; it was v i r\ .sli;;htly alkaline. \tier 
slandmi; .il i\ st lur 1 w eiil N -tour hours, it In * 4 an to ileposil a lloei nh nl juxii|)i 
late, wlinh :Lii{n art d to ( onsisi prineijiallv of lihres oi wool or eollon, derived, 
as wejjiav pu -ume, irom the elolln’s ni* hi-ddini^' on whiehlln pi rspir.il ion had 
bet'll depositi d, ahei* the sr|)aialion of this substance die lliiid W .is h it in arlv 
liMiAparent, altlioipdi thec'olour v.asiiot iniieli ch.ms^'cd. .'>t )0 tVain-. eifthcllllie! 
w t re exposed 1 o 1 lie at iiiosplu ri in a shallow ('apsiiU' ii undi I'W eiil no percep 
• dde change for severed da\s, but al kiii^jth the colyur became deeper, ami a 
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small cjuantiLy of f)ro\vn matter adliercd to the pules of the plass; at the same 
tin^ it hail aci|uiroil a sliij^htly piitriil odour. As the cva])ora(i()ii conliiiued, a 
infll of enslaJs was t'M'adiially formed, which in the ci'iitre were wi ll ilelined 
cubes, rieai Jy w Itlioiit colour, suiToiinded b_\ an iiTipcrferlly crystalli/cd inar- 
jfiii, mixed will» a portion of extraneous matter. TJie capsule was then kepi 
for some time a temperature of 200°; the residuum, when completely dried, 
iiinounted to S. l- j{;'rains, indicatinj^ >ei*y nearly 1-7 per cent, of solid contents 
jri the fluid. A second poi*tioii of the tluid, without ])revious exposure to llie 
atmosphere, was evaporated at a temperature of 200°, until it a|)pearcd to be 
completely dried, when the amount of the residuum was found to be I..12 [hm* 
cent.” On analysis it w'as found to consist of water OS 1. 7 — animal matter 4-.G 
— muriate of soda 12.oti — soda 1.14 — phosphates and sulphates, a trace. To- 
tal, 1000.00. 

The animal matter was found to be partly soluble and partly insoluble in al- 
cohol. The alcohol beinj^ evaporated, affordi d a resitlmmi manifestinj;' a cer- 
tain resemblance to urea, being* apparently intermediate in character between 
this substance and osmazome. Tlie part which w'as insoluble in the alcoliol, 
resembled most nearly the suhslaiice whicli forms the principal ingredient ol 
the scrosity of the ])l()<)d. There was a \ery minute and scarcely ajjH^reciahle 
portion of albumen, but no jelly. 

A comparison of tills analysis with the account given by Marcel and ller/e- 
lius of the composition of the serum, ita])pears that the ])ersplration intliiscase 
diffused from the scrum of Idood in the smaller ])r()j)orlion of the solid coiiU iit*. 
generally, and especially it(4he almost total absence of tilbnrnen; w hih- it iign i •• 
with it in containing a considerable ipiantily of muriate of soda, a ])ortioii o1 
uncombined soda, and a cpianlitv of animal matter, which is similar to lhal (;on^ 
laincd in sei’osily. It must llicrefore be considered as essimiiallx belonging Ut 
the class of serous fluids, ’flic account gi\en }>y Dr. I'ostock of the |)i rspiia 
tion agrt‘cs e.s.senti:dly with that of 'I’lienard and of I’rofessor lleiv.ebiis, excr pi 
in one particular; both the latter found it lo contain an uncomblncil aeiil. — AA 
dico-Chirur^ical yVanaadums, Htl, AT/^- 
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81 . Sevm KpUc pi tr paticnis destroyed hy ixccsslva do^t.s t>f thr h^idrocyamv ui 
Prussic acid, prvftcrihcd. bij the physician of one of I hr principft I hnspitals in lUtri'i 
— M. A.N. (ii. s mil N, has published in the Journal (ii^ir ra! di Mt'dirim , dr (Jhirnt 
gic tl dc J^/iarmucic i'ranvaiscs ct Kslranp;crrs, fur Jane DSJ.S, a detailed .uiil 
highly interesling account of this allair. Ik.: states that M. Eernis, ])li>siei:m to 
tlie Ifieetrc*, liaving* in his ])rivale j)ra<*tice administered the Prussic acid w ii li 
much ailvantage lo patients witli epilepsy, delermiin'd upon li sling- its i th t 
upon a more extensive scale, lie had been In the li.ibit of cxhibiling* it in tin 
foimv of syrup obtained from the shop of M. Pelletier, where, it was pie])are(t 
after the manner directed by Majcndie in his formulary, 'fhe #Iose of Ibis syru]’* 
which M. I'errus commenced w'ith, i.s that stateil in the formulary as a inednmi, 
that is to say, half an ounce. IT.a\ing chosen as the subject of fnrtlier e\p» ri- 
ment fourtt eii C])ile])tie.s, aP between the ages of flftci ii and tbli-ty- years, be 
prescribed for each tbe syMi|, of liydrocyanir acid, wbicb inedii inc not being* i" 
the shop uttacbed to tbe hospital, w^as pnvured from Ibe /Jiannanr rrnfraldi^ 
hnpitaux. So inucb was be corivincctl from his former i;\pei ience, of tin' safety 
with which this medicine might be given, that it is said In* wished at first, to begin 
witli an ounce at a dose, hut upon being tokl l»y tbe aptUnecary of tbe insL'Mitu/ii 
tluit they had never i xceeiled a much smaller tpiantity, M. Pernis conlenUd 
himself with directing his ordinary ilose of half an oimre. In conformity tin: 
prescription of this pliysician, on the 17th of May, half ;m ounce of tJie cy:iiiii 
syrup mixed in four ounce!! of Hie tisan of “ C'/i/tvii/tv//” was exhibited to cacJi of 
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the epileptics. The person charg'cd with this duty had already administered 
the medicine to seven patients, and was pn^paring' to give it to others when liis 
attention was directed to one of them, wlio appeared to he si iHerlng very much. 
Jtetraciiig his steps lie ioiind the hrst patient already dead, the second e.vpiring, 
•awl the third showing symptoms of the poi.son. In about fifteen or iw'cnty 
iniimtes the seven patients were all d».ad!! 

1 he effect of such a catastrophe in such a grand estalilishincnt as tlic Bicetro, 
may I)e readily conceived, 'fhe noise quickly siiread aliroud, aiiit ^caching the 
ears of the judicial aiithoritlcs, an inquest was immediately instituccd at tlie in- 
stance of the procurmr of the king. 

Al. i lendrin has very properly remarked, that the causes which led to this event 
merit a place in all the periodical works devoted o medicine, if it be for no 
other purpose than to prevent the occurrence of similar accidents. From his 
.statement we dra^ the following ])articular.s. A decree of the parliament of 
Paris, renders it obligatory upon all apoLliccaries in tlic kingdom, to regulate 
their officinal preparations in exact accordance with the formulas given in the 
('(n/r.c mctiicaim nhirius, or established Pharmucopceia. But tliis law has never 
been rigorously enforced, as the cfidex has been generally considered by the 
most intelligent of the profession as one of llie worst of formularies, I'he 
c}anie s\ rup sent to the iUcClrc was prepared after the following direction in 
lliccodox: 

K. Synipi .siniplieis 9 partes. 

Acidi li\ drocN anlci 1 

Allccantur intiiiic ct exeiplunlur lagnncnla probe yhturauda. 

Acconhng to this prescription, the Prussic acitl constitutes a tenth part by 
weight, so that each of the iiaticnts must have received in half an ounce of tlic 
syrup, nearl} * draclim of the acid. 

The preparation of Alajeudie, which At. I'crrus had been in the habit of pre- 
scribing in his ])]‘ivate practice, and w'liicli is the oidy form of tlic medicine, tc* 
he f( >nnd in all the apotlu“ear} shops of Paris, w'lu're the codex is never follow - 
cil, contains hut a mu' liinulred and twenty-ninth part by weight of the Prussic 
acid, the formula directing of the Indrocvanic acid to he mixed with i1>j. ol 
siiiqile syrup, 'rimshalf an ounce of Maiendie’s ])rei)aratlon contains only two 
grains and twenty-four ]nirts of a grain of the Prussic acid, wliilst, as lias been 
shown, that made by the directions in the codex contains nearly a drachm. 

After a detailed exposure of tlie errors existing in tlie codex in regard to 
cyanic ]^reparalions, and the fatal consequences related as ha\ iiig resulted from 
the adopthni of dlHcrent formula.s, M. Clendriii w arns physicians against adopting* 
any ollicinal preparation of a poi.soiious medicine, an error in the preparation of 
w hich might lead to fatal consequences. AVhctlicr it he the Prussic acid, the 
nux vomica, or any other iioi.sonoii^ article, tliat is to he given, it shoultl ahvays 
hi* added in siihslaiicc to the quaiitiU of the rccipiimt required for its proper 
dilution. Tims with the Prussic acid, no acclilmit would occur, if to .i certain 
quantity of syriipthcre were aildcda certain number of drops of the acid, liicnded 
with six parts of water, as directed by Majendic. And there would be still less 
risk if the cvanurc of ]iotassium wire prescrfbci(|||n sulistaiice in the dose of .a 
quarter or tliird of a grain. 

82. KncifcItiprtJial Diciltmary of the Mtdiail Svinias . — 'flic Profcssor.s of the 
Aledical Paculty of JkTlin have commciieed tlic publication of an Knc} clopcdial 
Dictionary of the Aledical Sciences. *ll is lobe conijilctcd in six }cars, ami wiU 
consist of twn*nU -live volumes, thick octavo. The lirst volume has alrcadx Iieen 
puhllshed, ;lim 1 is spoken highly of; it has been forw arded to ns, hut has not 
yet come to hand, we cannot therefore of course notici.* its meril.s, hut from the 
talents engaged 111 the work, w e feel assured that it will constitute a liighly 
valualile contribuliim to our science. 

Sd. /)i,s7/7u/c for flu: lUind at Copcnftas^ni, — This itution w as founded in 181 P, 
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of^o 

and possrssrd in 1820 a liind of '>0,000 vW dollars. Tlio number of blind in 
iKMiinark ])ropfr were nine hundred Mini seventy-siv, of which thirl y-eijc^il 
were in ( Jopenhag'en, two hundred and lift} -si \ in the island of Seeland, one 
hiindi i'd aiul si\ty-on(‘ in th(‘ islands Kicinia, Laland, and l‘'alsler, four luiiulivd 
iMdlifl\“si\ in .Intland, and litty-siv; in Alscii ami Arroii. Of this number 
lifty-one were ivcei\ecl in the institution. — /itti/tfin Mrd, tSci. June, 182S. 

84. Vrlhnu Fever. — The coininission named by the Academy of Sciences 
of Paris, to decree the pri/i s on Medicine aiul Siirp^’ery eslablisbed by M. 
Montyon, awardi*d that oi 10,000 frs. tri Dr. Chen in for Jiis rcsi*archcs on yel- 
low fever. AVe make llie followint^f extract from their report. In the }eai’ 
I81t, Dr. Clieia in I)eL;Mn his researches at (liiadalon|)e, and not content with 
visitinjj^ everv patient all'ccted with yellow fi\er that he bad access to, he 
made aiilo]isicaI examinations on more than fixe hundred bodies, in fifteen 
months, at Pointe-a-Pitre, hut this was notenon;di1o satisfX him, he contimieil his 
researches in America for eii^'ht > cars, xisitin;; i xery ]daee in which tlu‘ \ellow 
fever a])pi‘ari*(l, travcrsinc*' jn tliis time not liss than thirty thousand lea,u;’iies. 
On his return to Knroiie, tlu; fever w.is i‘ai;Mni;* in Sp:iin, and he immediately 
repaii-Cfl to that eoiinliy, and\isite<l e\cr\ ]da(a' inleeted with the dVseasc, th(^ 
result of all Ins ol)sei \ ations i*'o to pj-ovx tli.H m IIow fever is not contat^’ioiis, 
this Opinion is stivin>Mliened h\ the opinion of live Inimhaal out of six hiindreil 
niul thii'ty American aiul Spanisli jih) siciuii^, wliosc answers to his cjiiestions 
he is now in jiossessloii of. — /hiJ. 

la 

85. Vatr'hwilnn* — hi rraiice, in 1825, 587, ‘Jl 8 children w'cre horn, of whom 

.^78,500 were vaccinated. 25,571 iicrsons had the small-i)ox, t)f whom 221'5 
were disli^Mii\d and crippled, and died. *' 

In the Neapolitan domiiiions in 1821, 251,1156 children w'crc born, of w'boin 
67,y74 w'erc laccinatod. 
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86. Sicmuhun/ S^/Npujuffs of Syphilis ufh r ruriniis tntKles uf treahneul. — “ An 
intcri'stini; comparative stati'mcnt lias lal<ily been published in Swedmi upon 
this subject. Jn the hospitals of that country during* the vear 1822, 5 >7 1 pa- 
tients w ere treated; in I.SJ'I, 5'165;dn 1824, .5555; ii 1825, ‘>557; in 1826,52.hl; 
makings altog’etlu-r, l(i,ys.i venereal ])atien1s in fivi* yeai's. Of Ibis nymher 
l)er emit, weie tiiist**! '.olely lo strict dii tctic rules, and six wacLs were 
g'enerally found suHieiiaiL i «,■ liic run-, if the sviiijitoms vvc'i'e, jiot very severe 
Secondary syinjitoms liappi jumI in the proportion ol 7|, percent. 'l'lu*iTU‘r- 
ciirial tiwatment w'as adojili d indy/, pertLiil. Of cases of secondary syinp 
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•toms, there were 14 per cent. The fiimigfalory treatment by cinnabar, vi-as 
employed in G} per cent. 'I’hc relapses were as 22 to the liundred. liOcal, 
and otlier modes of* treatment, were ordered for 5^ per cent., and of these 7 
per cent, liad after symptoms. 

• Calculations made upon such a scale arc hifjhly valuable, and must tend to 
settle the discrepant opinions of practitioners upon the comparative merits of the 
various modes of treating* syphilis. — Londinx Medical Gazette^ FoL L No, 26, 1828. 

87. Jlnatomical ColkcHon at Breslau, — This is one of the most complete in 
Fairope, it consists of eight thousand articles, of which six thousand arc due to 
the labours of Professor Otto. — Bulletin dcs Sciences Medicates^ March^ 1828. 

88. Prize of Experimental Physiology, — The Royal Academy of Sciences on 
the Idtli of June last, awarded a gold medal to Dr. Dutrochet, for his discoveiy 
of the phenomena, to which lie has given the name of endosmose and exos- 
inose. 
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On Dengne, By Isaac Hats, M. D. &c. — Tn our preceding number we pub- 
lished the first account* that had aj)])earcd of a very widely prevailing epide- 
mic, to which llic names dengue, dandy, boufpiet^rhciimatismus febrilis, 8cc. 
have been given, and in the present number will be found an interesting ac- 
count of the disease, as it appe.ared in Charleston, 8. C. by Professor Dickson. 
We propose, /li this place, to jiresciit sucli further particulars respecting this 
epidemic as have come to our knowledge, and, as we think, will prove interest- 
ing to our readers. 

The disease seems to have made its appearance in the Can bean Islands, 
in tbc latle^’ end of the ycai' 1827, to have extended wcstwwd among the 
islands during the winter, and :dso to have spread to the ports on the Gulf of 
Mexico; thence it appears to have travelled north — for the ensuing spring it 
prevailed in New Orleans, and during the summer wc find that Savannah and 
Charlesloii were severely visiteil by it. Wc have no evidence in our possession 
of its having extended north of this latter city. It is true, it has been said to 
have appeared In New York, and some cases are reported to have occurred in 
Philadelphia, but it certainly has not prevailed to any extent in the former ^ity, 
and tlic few cases that Averc supposed to be dengue, and which have appesored 
in the latter, were, w^c suspect, only ordinary cases of rheumatism. 

'I'he epidemic made its appearance in the Island of St. Christopher, in the 
latter end of Dccemlier, 1827. The di.seasc commenced, accoixling to Mr. 
Stpjaerj- wulh “very violent head-ache, severe pain in the temples, shooting 
towards the forchc.atl; frecpicntly it was situated in llie back of the bead, 
stretching towards the neck and shoulders, which was one of its most painful 
])ositions, as tlic least motion created great agt>ny, and it was difKcult to find 
an easy jjosture for the head. There frequently was a painful sensation as if the 
head were drawn dow^n towards one side or another; ])ain, or, at all events, a 
disagreeable sense of stiffness, was felt in the eyes, especially when moving 
them from side to side, or raising them upwards: the patients expressed it, by 
saying the socket felt as if it were to« small for the eyeball; frequently the eyes 
felt painful to the touch; the adnata was slightly tinged with red vessels. 

Shooting; pains were at the .same time felt in the back, loins, and Ihigbs, 
parti^'nlurly immediately over the knees, which soon became fixed aii<l iincom- 


• Accoiint of a Disi-.-nr o.olli'd Dcn^iii-, itc. llj fl. F. IVf. D. Ito. Vol. 11. p. 477. rf spq. 

t PaiM'r (III ii niii^iilar drscription of ilisciisr, m Inch pievaik’il in llir island of St. Chrislophrr, in tht* lat- 
Xvt ena of llu* year 1827, iiiid lir^'ninini' of 1828. ll}' John Sqiiacr, Ksq. AssUluiit Sunp^vn of the Nine- 
ty-third H»'j?iinnit.—Lo;j//o/i Mcthcal and PhifSiealJournal,Juhj^^S2^, 

No. V. — Nov. 1828. [30] 
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m^ly severe: the same thing* took place in the arms, forearms, wrists, fingers, 
kni Ses, ankles, and feci, causing lameness; the calves of the l<*g3 were similarly 
affected. 

A rosrolar eruption came out early in the disease, which covered the wrists 
and evtciiiled up the forearm: it spread over the backs of the hands; the ancles 
and feet were iii the same state; it was sometimes elevated in large wheals, and 
when it affected the neck, it W'as extremely painful: the hands and feet were 
considerably swelled. 

*‘ln delicate females, the roseola came out on the face in patches, and on 
different parts of the body, and remained for several weeks after the other 
symptoms had disa]>pearcd. 

“ Jt need Inirdly be added, that motion of any kind greatly aggravatetl the 
symptoms, and the gentle pressure of the hand coiild scarcely hi* suffeivd.* 

“ Fever came on sim\iltancously with these \anous affections, or very soon 
was observed in conjunctioa with them, marked l)y a sense of heaviness in the 
head, and great hstlessne^s, nauscti, :ind loss of .ij)j)i tlte, and, in didicate peo- 
ple, the irritability of stomach w as sometimes disU-essing. Severe rigors, and 
alternating flublies of lieat; face flushed; (jiiiik, full pulse; and hot dry skin; 
with, in a few cases, delirium, were also observed. 

l*ain of stomach, sensible to gentle pressure, was present in one or two in- 
stances. 

“ The violence of the symptoms and fever lasted fj om four to five days; but 
it was never under seven or eight days that all the ])ains were gone. In most 
cases, the pains were felt for a much longer time; and in severe attacks, pain 
and tenderness to the touch remained in the eyes, hands, calves of tlic legs, 
ankles, and feet, for weeks :ifier\vards. 

“ These symptoms varied in number and degree of violence, according to 
circumstances, and w'ere much influenced by mode of living and constitution, 
sex, and age. 

“The soldiers composing the garrison of Brimstone Hill, were less liable to 
this disease than the inhabitants; and their attacks were not of so long conti- 
nuance, nor generally so severe. Nearly all tlie officers hail it, uiUl it was se- 
vere in one instance only. The very general run it took amongst the inhabi- 
tants had the effect of its being supposed tube epidemic; in many instances, 
not leaving a family till every one had been utt.icki-d. 

“The young and robust had smart attacks, and fever of shorter duration, and 
they did not so often labour ifiuler its efKcts; and were even exempt from one 
OP two symptoms that afflicted people, of an opposite ileseriptlon. 

** Delicate females and aged persons had more protracted altaeks, anil (hey 
suffered more from irritability of stomach; and the roseohir eruption in them was 
most rem.irkable; and the feet continuedswelled and tender, producing lameness 
for some lime: the fingers were also swelletl and painful. 

“ On account of the lingering mitiire of the disease, many were liidured to 
suppose that, during the space of eight or ten weeks, they hail fresh attacks, 
and were even impressed with the iclea that they must have a tliird iitt ick be- 
fore they could get wi*ll: this was owing to exposure to the cold damp weather, 
which at first caused it, and consequently easily re-excited the pains they hud 
not entirely got quit of. 

“This disease, in idltlie nstanees I have witnessed, was considered of a simple, 
and though of a violent tiaiure, \et tlierc was nothing' dangerous in it. It has 
been said to have terminated fatally in one or two insl:inces in this island: in 
some of the others it ha.s caused death in Several instances. 

“This circumstance 1 am inclined to artrihute to s'^ ne untoward cornhination 
of disease, or might be the lesiilt of accident, as was the ease in one instance. 
A coloured man, of the tow of Old Uoad, having had symptoms of the dise:isc, 

* The stiffened form, occaiionr'd by the pains in the head coniieatecl with tho shoulder, and the 
di^ead of motion, obtained fur it the funtattic name ol “the dandf.*' 
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thoughl himself sufficiently well even to g-o to his work, imprudently batl^d in 
the river, which aggravated llie disease to such a degree as to cause his death: 
previous to which, the irritability of stomach was very great, vomiting quantities 
of blackdooking mattc-r repeatedly. 

* “Inflammation of the stomacl), T im inclined to think, is the unfortunate 
combination which, in fatal cases, commonly is the cause of death. In a very few 
instances 1 have observed it in the commencement of the attack, and it was 
necessary to direct particular attention to this symptom, or comb ition; for, as 
there is a possibility of this combination appearing in greater or less degree, so 
as perhaj)s to be little heeded, and be allowed to proceed too far, witliout any 
precaution being taken to remove it, it is at once accounted for how it may be- 
come the cause of death, and confirms the truth of ibis opinion. 

“ Jnsliinccs of,relapses were few amongst the troops, and none of the linger- 
ing symptoms attached to them that have been enumerated in the description 
of the disease. 

“ Children seemed for some time to be cxemj)t from this disease, but latterly 
they have ;dso sufterc'd. It was Indicated by peevishness, and soreness on being 
touched; great irritahility of stomach; in those who were able to walk, an im- 
perfect m?lnner of using’ the limbs was observed, causing them frequently to fall. 
Veverishiiess w:is present in all. 

“ 'flierc weiv a feW peciilianties noticed in this disease, which entitled it to 
be considered as a novel and unknown kind of morbid affection. 1st. The ex- 
treme violeiu’c of the pains in the commcneemeiit, and the peculiar sensations 
they created. J^d. Perspiration w:is not easily c j^iited. 3d. 'fliirst was not 
much complained of, even in tlic violence of the fever and in delicate females. 
4th. ''fhe roseolar eruj)tion above mentioned, and the swelling and tenderness 
of the bands a^id feet, was not often observed in the cases in the gairison. 5th. 
Delirium was chiefly confined to delicate females, and aged persons of weak, 
nervous constitution. 

“ The weather, previous to the appearance of the disease under considera- 
tion, and dyring its continuance, was of a nature unprecedented in severity in 
the A^'est Indies, at least for very many years. 

“ 111 the latter end of November, and nearly up to the present period,* the 
weather became extremely boisterous, being nothing but a continuance of heavy 
rains and liigli winds; the evenings cold — very cold for this country, so much so 
that wc w’cre obliged to shut our iloors and windows on sitting down to dinner; 
and wc found it requisite to cover ourselves with a blanket at night. No Creole 
constilulic^i could liold out against such we.athcr; they are generally of such a 
frame that they arc not at all capable of umlergoing the fatigues and exposure 
of Kuropcans w'ho have been a few years in this country. Besides, their mode of 
living and their habits are also ver)^ different from the regiments serving in the 
country. It was even surprising we escaped as wc did; and althougli the dress 
of our men was not altered, which at the time was merely linen trowsers, and 
which could not guard tliem very well from the cold damp air of the night, yet 
wc did not suffer in any thing like the way that the natives did. The greater 
part of our men arc young, of strong constitutions, and well fed: it was not to 
i)c siip])osed that they could easily be affected by weather that to them must 
have been only agreeable. 

“ In treating Ibis anomalous disease, the objects had in view w'^ere to lower 
increascil action in llu; s\ stem, and to restore the deranged functions of the 
vessels of the skin, which might be aimost considered the cause of the disease. 
In accomplishing these purposes, few' means were required. The pain of head, 
and great degi LC of excitement in young men of stout habits, sometiiiics re- 
quire .‘rblood-lctting, but, gcnerall}’ .speaking, it was seldom employed: there 
W'as a much better remedy found, wliich nearly answ'crcd both purposes, and 
that was cathartics. Aloes, eoloeynth with a combination of calomel, in the fol- 
lowing proportions and manner of exhibition, was the usual plan adopted: — 


Arni mil. iBi4. 



236 QUASTSSLY FKRISCOFE. 

Extract Colocynthidis comp., Aloes Socotrinx, Gummi Rcsinx, afi g^r. 
iij.l'Rydrargyri Submuriatis gr. xxiv. fiat massa in pilulas duodecim dividend 
sumantur tres ]i. s. 

On the following^ morning, the pills were assisted by doses of infusion of 
senna, to which was added a small quantity of neutral salts, or supertartrate of 
potass. This plan generally required to be repeated once or twice. 

‘•When the action of the bowels was thus increased and kept up, the febrile 
action and violence of the symptoms underwent an almost immediate diminution, 
particularly tlie licad-achc, which was the most distressing symptom. Cold 
water was at the same time applied to the head, by means of folds of linen. 

To determine to the skin was another mode of treatment cmjiloycd, to re- 
move altogether tlie pains of dilVercnt pails of the body: this was efiected by 
using the warm-batli, and giving small doses of antimonial or James’s powder, 
with a few grains of calomel, three or four times a day; and keeping tlie body 
warm, from the commenccinent of the treatment. 

** The diet was light and plain. Wine, when it might be advantageously 
employed, was given. 

*• When pain of stomach was present, whicli very rarely was the case, and 
when it was increased by pressure, its removal was always of the firrt moment; 
in doing which, the counter-irritation occasioned by the application of vesicants 
was a very powerful remedy. Gentle purgative injections at the same time 
were essentially useful. 

WiUi regard to the employment of the sulphate of quinine, I am not able 
to bear testimony of any power it is supposed to possess in diminishing the vio- 
lence of the symptoms, or in preventing returns of this disease and seeing no 
reason to believe that there existed any morbid consent between the sensorium 
and deranged impressions of distant parts, I never employed tliistmedicine with 
the view of defeating its return. I must confess 1 used it, (the sulphate of 
quinine,) in one or two instances only, before the nature of the disease was ex- 
actly declared. It came on in subjects accustomed to frequent attacks of ague, the 
symptoms of which were chiefly complained of at the beginning. It afterwards 
tunied out that violent pains, such as those that characterize rheumatismus fc- 
brilis, were conjoined; I therefore cannot jiositivcly decide in favour of the sid- 
phate of quinine having any effect in shortening the disease, or in preventing 
its recurrence when it had apparently gone off. 

“The disease was veiy apt .to retuni, or, from having disappeared, was liable 
to be ag^In excited, if the patients were unguardedly exposed to its causes, 
which have been stated to be an extraordinary degree of cold and danq) in the 
a^osphere, and the prevalence of high winds, with heavy rain. Under these 
circumstances, the best security tliat could be had against its aggravation or re- 
currence was to defend the body by warm clothing, and confinement to the 
house, or even to the bed-room.” 

We are informed by persons who suffered from it at St. Thomas’s, and at St. 
Croix, that the disease assumed the same character as at St. Christojilicr’s; at St. 
Croix, however, it not uiifrequently attacked tlie pleura, producing violent 
pleurisies; the intercostal muscles were also in these cases often the scat of se- 
vere pains. At St. Thomas’s, wc arc told, that though the violence of the dis- 
e^e continued in almost all instances for three or four days, that a striking 
cUfferonce was observe^ n the influence of diflerent modes of treatment upon 
the duration of convalescence. U is sai<l that tliosc who wci'c treated by blood- 
letting and^strict antiphlogistic measure's, convalesced rapidly, whilst those who 
trusted their cure to laxatives and mild diaphoretics were afflicted witli pains 
in different parts of their bodies, for one, two, am* even three moiitlis. We 
expected to have been able to give a particular description of the epidemic as it 
appeared in the islands of St. Croix and St. Thomas, but the iiifonnation wc 
were promised, has not ye* reached us. 

Dr. Betton, of Germantown, has politely furnished us with the following ex- 
tract of a letter from Dr. G N. Slciiiietl, giving an account of the disease as It 
presented itself in Jamaica. 
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“ Wc have been visited with an endemic acute rheumatism, more severe 
than any I ever saw in Great Britain. It has passed all over the island, chiefly, 
however, prevailing in the towns along the sea-shore; this I attribute to the 
susceptibility of the people inhabiting these places, arising from their being 
. ajccustomcd to such constant licat. V\'e have had since June, last year, almost 
constant rainy weather, and during the last few months, frequent northerly 
winds; the thermometer in the morning has generally been here at 64 Fahren- 
heit — a few times at 62. This disease has not produced any fat:^' effects, but 
after two or three days, hot fever, accompanied with severe pains of the joints; 
it generally terminates, leaving the patient very much debilitated, fiom which 
state he does not recover for weeks — sometimes the swellings become chronic, 
accompanied with slight fever at night, and much pain at that time. In some 
few cases eruptions of various sorts have preceded and accompanied the fever. 
In one case I saw, it extremely resembled rubeola. The negroes have been a 
good deal afl'ected, but not so much as the whites. I And copious bleeding at 
first in able people, followed by sm:dl doses of Epsom salts and tartar emetic, 
so as to produce slight nausea and action on the bowels, together with warm 
salt water baths generally to remove the disease in three days.” 

The disease made its appearance at 1 favanna and its vicinity late in April of 
the present year, and attacked the inhabitants generally and almost simultane- 
ously.* 

“ During” says Dr. Osgood, f “the whole of the last winter and spring, pre- 
viously to the taking place of this new fever, many of the persons who had lately 
.arrived in this climate were seized witli the ycllo\^ fever. Ilut as soon as the 
former began to prevail, the latter disappeared; although the residents, who had 
usually been exempt from the yellow fever, w ere seen, as well as tlie transient 
subjects, with^ymptoms resembling those of this latter disease, viz. after sensa- 
tions of uncommon languor, chilliness and pain in the tendons of the smaller 
joints, they were suddenly attacked with a burning heat and redness of the 
skin, pains in the muscles of the limbs, or pain in tlie forehead, and a loathing 
or vomiting^ of whatever w as taken into the stomach. 

The fever continued for one, two, or three days; and then usually termi- 
nated with a free sweating, which freed the patient likewise from his pains. 
Ihit many after leaving their beds suffered by a renewal of their pains, which 
in some liave become chronic. Others have also had a renewed attack of tlic 
fever. 

*^This disc.asc of the season has not proved fatal, except to a few amongst 
the strangers, in whom the sweating stage of it did not easily take place, or was 
suddenly sto])pcd by exposure to tlie open air. 

“This moderation of the symptoms, in the generality of the subjects, I at- 
tribute to a gradual reduction of thg vigour of their constitutions, by the influ- 
ence upon them of the before-mentioned almost uninterrupted continuance of 
hot weather during all the seasons of the two last years past, and beyond what 
has ha])pencd in former yc.ai’S; which influence luis rendered the native inha- 
bitants, as well as the strangers in Uic climate, liable to be affected in this new 
way, by the same specific cause that, at other times, has produced the yellow 
fever in the latter class of the subjects. 

“The Dengue has, as yet, only prevjuled in the places to w'hich tire yellow 
fever has been limited. It has not spread into the interior of Cub.a, altliough, 
at the end of live months from the time of its rise in llavanna, it continues to 
attack most of the persons who com» to tlie city from the country, or from any 
place where it has not prevailed. 

“ 2. The fiilality of the yellow fever is known to be the greatest in the most 
robust of its suli jects; and in tliosc who, besides their recent exposure to the 
air of the West India climate, indulge themselves in hard drinking, or fatigue 

• llrmarkk mi IK-iiruc. Uy Dund Osgood, M. Dt-^Bvstvu McUual and Surf^ical Journal^ Vul. I. 
.Vo. 36. t Op, cif, • 
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theniselve^ by much exercise in tlie sun, whereby their strength is suddenly 
di^essed. 

•‘3. On the contrary, with a slif^ht typhous affection contracted in a close 
prison, where hai*d drinking^, or taking’ long walks, cannot he practised, the ad- 
ditional influence of the air of the cliniate, when it has caused a fever hy sudde'h 
exposure to it, the symptoms ha\e generally been very mild. 

“4. The late comers to the West Indies from the colder latitudes experience 
soon after their arrival, a degree of exhaustion, and soreness in their muscles, 
like that which persons eveiy wdierc feel after violent exercise, or very great 
fatigue. 

“ The debility and soreness of the muscles and tendons in the subjects with 
the Dengue, before and after their symptoms of fever, may be attributed to the 
same cause. 

“ 5. In several instances, since the prevalence of the Dengue, the worst symp- 
toms of the yellow fever have supervened on those of tlic former. 

•‘I may also mention btM*e, that 1 know sexeral ])ersons, now long residents 
in this place, who since arriving here from abroad iia\e escaped from an attack 
of the yellow fever, and have not hitherto been attacked by the Dengue; whereas 
every other person to whom 1 put the question, ‘ Have you had thc’’'l)engue^’ 
answers ‘Yes.* 

“ f'rom the facts, &.c. above slated, 1 have been led to consider the specific 
cause of the disease of the present time, and th.it of the yellow fever to be the 
same. The subjects have become altered in their constitutions; hut the gene- 
rating cause both of the nc<v and of the old fever, remains unchanged.” 

Dr. Philip J. Dumaresq has communicated in a letter to one of the editors of 
the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, the following description of the epi- 
demic as it appeared at New Orleans.* 

“ The commencement of the disease is marked by tlie following .symptoms: — 
Languor, disinclination to muscular cxerci.se, slight cliilliness, with dryness of 
the skin and fauce.s; the tongue at first is covered with a whitish coat, which af- 
terwards gives place to a yellow; at which time there is a degree of nausea, in 
the generality of instances trifling. From the first great thirst'is experienced, 
pain and heaviness of the head, depression of the mental powers, fVeipicnt 
yawning, and disinclination to food. I'hesc symptiims generally made their ap- 
pearance in the course of the day, and in the e\cning fever supervened, which 
gradually increased through the night, and decreased towai’ds morning, when 
a partial relief was obtained by a gentle diaphoresis. Tlie time of its duration 
varied exceedingly, according to the different idiosyncracies of individuals. In 
some the fever continued but twelve, in others twenty and forty-eight hours, 
and even to a longer period in a few. 

“The peculiar phenomena of this feverore pains in different parts of the 
body; in the head, arms, loins, and down the course of the crural nerve. The 
pains in the body and extremities are confined to the muscles, resembling those 
produced by an attack of acute rheumatism. The suffering, I may say with 
propriety, is extreme; rest can be obtained in no one situation, and a mo- 
mentai^'^ comfort is obtained by tossing about and stretching the limbs. 

“With a parched skin, and fauces completely dry, rendering deglutition dif- 
ficult, fluids are freqiicr’'y demanded, and although the quantity taken in "'nne 
instances is great, no p m appeared to escape by the skin, and very little com- 
paratively from the kidneys. 

** The head-achc during the fever is not uniformly severe, but is more so 
in its decline, generally affecting one side of the hc-^d more than the other, and 
with its concomitant symptoms resembling cephalrea hemicrania. 

“ In some persons the fever was slight, wdth little prostration of strength, 
accompanied by cough and soreness of the fauces, terminating about the se- 
cond day with a scarlet eruption. In these, so much were the appearances like 

* Boston Medical and SKirgieal Joiynalg Vol. 1. No. 32. 
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• scarlatina, that a few old practitioners pronounced it to be that disease; uid 
the appearance of almost every person, a few days after the fever had g'oh^ofT 
being* marked by a continuous rash over the face, body, and extremities seem- 
ed to favour this opinion very mvich. Mut from the short duration of thiserup- 
.ti,/)n, the type and severity of the fev r precedi nj|f it, (being* synochus rather 
than typhus,) ami the absence of some of the particular symptoms of scarlati- 
na, clearly prove it was not tliis disease; tlic state of convalescence also bein^ 
marked by appearances which are never discovered in that succt ling* the lat- 
ter disease. 

“A peculiar symptom of this fever in infants, is convulsions — during which 
the body is bathed in a copious sweat; the action of respiration seems almost 
suspended; the t‘yes Me fixed, wildly staring in a dire ct line from the body; the 
nostrils are dilated, and there is apparently an effort made to take breath, 
which a fixed position of tlie ribs and perhaps a spasmodic contraction of the 
diaphragm will allow but in a \cry limited degree. 'I’be partial respiration is 
accompanied now and then with a low moan, which is caused, I think, by the 
dilficuliy attending the elfoil in making a full inhalation, which is wholly im- 
practicable during the paroxysm; rather than from any pain the little sufferer 
is experieiscing at life lime. 

“The eoiivulsioii is of sliort duration, and attended with very little muscular 
eflVirt; ill most instances none. 'I'hc common mode of treatment is plunging 
the child in warm water, and holding it there until the breathing becomes tree, 
or else merely bathing tlic extremities. 

“Ill young pi'rsons of a good constitution, the disease has been as severe in 
its attack, as in tliosc of a more weakly habit, but reached its acme much sooner, 
and terminated more kindly in the former, and more so in the latter than in 
very old persons, and those who were rendered imbecile from previous bad 
habits. 

“ A person on tlic disappearance of this fever would attempt to rise from bed, 
feeling not much loss of sLreiigth, and a consciousness of being able to move 
about and attend a little to business; but how' egregiously would he be mistaken 
w'heii he assumed the upright posture! The joints felt as if fettered oranchy- 
losed, ami the advance of one foot or leg beyond the otlier, would cost more 
pain and effort tlian the purpose for which it may have been advanced was 
worth — aye, a tliousaiul times told! 

“ rhis was a singular termination of the disease, leaving sufferers from the 
fever hardly able to mo\c about; and indeed the appearance of persons in the 
streets, am] every where else, must have been truly pitiable to a healthy stran- 
ger; the apparently great and often fruitless efforts to make a step; here one 
would be seen dragging iiis legs after bini, supported on crutches; and there 
anotluT with limping gait and various contortions of countenance, bespeaking 
tliat his tardy progress w'as made at the expense of his bodily feelings. 

“The greatest pain in moving the leg, w'as experienced down the gastrocne- 
mius muscle and about the tendo achilles; although pain was general in the 
muscles and down the course of the tendons. The muscles of the arm were 
also painful; and the wrist in some instances was swollen, and not yielding to 
the slightest motion W'ithont g'lViiig much pain. 

“The muscles of the neck w'ere likewise painful, stiff’, and producing what 
is called stiff neck, (lo\ia,) which in some continued longer than the stiffness 
in the limbs. A singular case was related to me by a physician, of a lady, w'ho, 
whenever she w'oiild attempt to w:ilk,Band had placed her foot on the ground 
for that purpose, experieiici-d a severe pain darting from one of the toes up the 
leg and across the body to the clavicle of the opposite side. She was relieved 
by the application of a blister below the clavicle. 

“ In many eases, after the fever bad gone off a violent purging supervened, 
witli severe griping pains in llie abdomen; and the persons were harassed with 
a constant desire to go to stool, so strong that it must be immediately gratified, 
and the result w'ould be, a small quantity of frotliy mucus mixed with blood and 
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bits bf farces. In a few of these which came under my own care, I found 
tlre^iosi cfticacious mode of treatment in the application of flannels, wrung' out 
from hot water, to the abdomen; witli a moderate dose of calomel combined 
with a little opium, administered in the form of pills. Soon after the ai)plica- 
tions of flannel and the exhibition of the medicine, the pains, with the violent 
desire to g"© to stool frequently, ceased as if by a chai-m, and the patient felt 
tranquil and disposed to sleep. 

“Another sing-uliu* aftcction noticed in many persons after tlie fever, was a 
swelling behind one or botli of the cars, immediately over the mastoid process. 
The appearance of this swelling, with the pain attending it, resembled very 
much an incipient phlegmon; but Its continuance was short and its disiq^pcar- 
ance rather sudden, without su])pui'ation, and without aid of any local ap- 
plicatioh. ^ c 

“ The most singular local affection which supervened after the fever had en- 
tirely disappeared, several cases of which 1 was informed about, and one 1 had 
under my own care, was an itching sensation in the urethra throughout the 
whole track, with a sliglit discharge of pus, and a severe burning pain at first 
about an inch down the canal, experienced in passing w-ater. 'I’hcse symptoms 
resembled so closel}'^ those of blenoiThtra hiodes, that the diseast- was pro- 
nounced to be that; but from the asseverations of patients to the contnuy, it 
was attributed to tlic fever; and T believe with propriety. 

In another case under my care, the inflammation continued but twenty-four 
hours the specific distance in the urcUira, and then shifted 1o the bulb and 
neck of tlie bladder. Grci«t irritation vras experienced about the anus fi*om syni- 
pathy, and sometimes the sphincter became spasmodically contracted when an 
attempt was made to evacuate the rectum. 

**Tlus person had been troubled with an ardor urinx for thrA; or four days 
before he observed any discliargc from the urethra; and soon after this com- 
menced, the inflammation and soreness shifted to the parts already mentioned. 
There was not that fulness of tlic glands, and kind of transparency about the 
orifice of the urethra observed in bicnorrhoca luodes — neither was. there a cor- 
respondence in some oilier symptoms. 

“I tyas informed hy a gentleman, about thirty years of age, who is now la- 
bouring under this singular affection, that he had lost entirely his sexual 
feelings. 

** In this affection the ardor nrinx is not so great after the inflammation shifts 
as at Ae first; but the desire to evacuate the bladder is more urgent, and the 
pain is experienced in injecting the last drops, about the bulb of tbe urethra. 
To wli.at length of time the duration of this affection is limited I cannot posi- 
tively say, having heard of no person who is entirely free from it at tJiis present 
time; but I am told that the fortieth day from the commencement the fever ter- 
minates with its unpleasant effects: and this being one of thi*m, a few persons 
afflicted with it are anxiously looking forward to that day, which they hope wilt 
bring relief. 

The treatment has hitherto consisted in a moderate and light diet, absti- 
nence from spirituous and vinous liquors, and the use of the mineral acids, 
chiefly the nitric. Other medicines are considered unnecessary, as the general 
healtli is good, and the 7 owcls unconfincd. I believe tlic tcrebinthinates, and 
other meScines wliich may have a specific eflcct in the generality of diseases 
affecting the mucous membrane, would avail iiotliing in this; and any local ap- 
plication that may check the discharge would endanger llic gcneml health, as 
from the circumstances preceding and attending it it appears an elfort of na- 
ture to remove in this way some latent remains of the disease. Ami this suppo- 
sition is strengthened by the fact that persons in whom this has appeared aftcT 
the fever, have been free from tlie kind of rheumatic pains and stiffness ob- 
served in others. 

“ This epidemic has been so general, that in families of twenty and thirty per- 
sons it was very seldom fottnd that one escaped. Terhaps in the annals of me- 
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‘licinc there is not a disease recorded so severe in its accession iu;id duration, so 
various in its symptoms in different jiidividuals, and so veiy SC^fitom leadil^gi^to 
a (atal issue. Out of the many lliousands afHictcd witli it in tiilli city, not more 
lliati four or five have died, aiul in these it appeared to be combined with some 
orf^anic diffictdty, and especially of tin* liver, which gave it the semblance of 
fellow fever, and such it was considered hy some. 

“ 'flic general treatment of the disease in tliis place has been very simply: jn 
most instances nature was allowed to effect a euro without the interfc^lfl&'C^ of 
lilt; ami tlic progress of those towards amendment who were treated medicaSy 
'vas not more rajiid than those in -whom the disease was allowed to nm^lts 
course, and have completely its own way. 

“ Fluids were often required, from the severe thirs' which was truly distress- 
ing, and they were gfiven warm that they might afford present relief, and also 
promote diaphoKsis, which, when it did take place, mitigated tlie severity of 
the fever and pains in various parts. 

“ A cathartic w'as administered to some after the fever had subsided, and the 
scarlet eruption was found l^appear somewhat sooner in them than in others 
who took no ]nirgative medicine; hut the only difference consisted in this. The 
i riiption ^as not general in its appearance, many persons who had had 
fever being lohilly exeinjit from it, but having all the other difficulties which 
ap])cared after the termination of the fever. 

“ I liave had Lius fever myself; it was preceded by the usual symptoms, and 
commenced about e ight o’clock in the evening, gpradually increasing through- 
out the night, and diminishing towards morning, when I experienced a'partial 
relief from an irregular sweat wliich broke out in different parts of my body. I 
arosi‘ and took a glass of soda water, which increased this (fiaphore^, but J 
was not free t^om fever: in a short time it became more violent, with severe 
p:ruis in all j^arts of my body; and I was obliged to lie down. The pain in my 
lu-ad was excruciating, and confined to one side, which was so sore I could not 
bear any thing to touch it; and my limbs felt as if they had been severely 
bruised. "Fhe fever continued foi*ty-cight hours, and then went off witli a co- 
pious swea^, which drenched the whole of my body; leaving me, however, jDot 
e?itlrely free from pain, and so stlfi’in my joints, that I could blindly mpye 'Ipy 
limbs; and could not bend my body, or turn my head without exp^^CDcing 
pain. 

“ Two days after the fever left me, a rash made its appearance on the skin, 
covering my face, bod}', and extremities; it waS* accompanied by a sUght itch- 
ing and a sensation of great heat over the whole surface; the discharge from the 
pores at flic same time was free, and sometimes copious, without diminishing 
ill the least the unpleasant sensations of heat and itching. 

“ In my ease the rash lasted tw'cnty-foiir hours, but in many others much 
longer: but never, as far as I couliF ascertain, beyond the second or third ilay. 
Ill most eases if ap])eared twenty-four hoiii^, or thereabout, after the subsidence 
of fever, and continued nearly the same length of lime; but the pains and stiff- 
ness in the limbs contjmn’<l much longer, and lasted in young persons from two 
to four d.'iys, or a w eek, and in the aged fur beyond this time, cveii to tlie se- 
cond and third wxek, and some arc not rid of it at present, in whom the dis- 
ease commenced neai-ly a month ago. 

“ A few individuals liavc Inid fresh accessions of fever of the same kind since 
its first attack, but I think it must have been caused by intemperance in eating 
■ind drinking. * 

■“ For a few ilays after llic fever, flic appetite is very poor, and every thing 
that may be ^aken as t'ood or drink has a highly bitter taste; this soon wears off, 
and the apiielitr generally rctunis with the natural taste of thing.” 

an aecouiu of the epidemic as it appeared in Charleston, S. C. we refer to 
the excellent paper of Frofessor nickson, in our present number, p. 3. U may be, 
perhaps, :illowai)le for us to remark here, that our esteemed coadjutor has not, 
we think, m;ule out one of the characters that he has ascribed to the disease: 
No. V.— Nov. IS2S. [;31] 




it3 bciwpontag'ious. Possessing cveiy confidence in tlie discriminating judg- 
Dioiaioni>nd allowing all possible weight to the facts which 
heWft stated^ and to the- circumstance of his having witnessed the disease, 
W have not, we are nevertheless, after a consideration of all tliat 
collect on the subject, irresistibly led to the conclusion that the 
dil^e never possesses such a character. In New Orleans, says Dr. Dii- 
*'the disease was not propagated bv contagion, for persons were at- 
it at the same time, and its spread was so rapid among the inhabitants 
tHat/jin 'eight or ten days at least onc-tliird of the population was labouring un- 
dec^tt;shnucnce, including persons of all ages and difl’ercnt sexes.” We have 
be^h'^infonned of a family in New Orleans, consisting of twenty-one individuals, 
nineteen of whom were suffering from the disease at the same period. Mr. 
S^t^erjb^oticing the idea of the disease having been brought to St. Cliristo- 
plwi^S^^f^cblitagion, says, “ proof enough will be afforded to ‘upset this idea, 
in speijltin^ of the comparative prevalence of this disease amongst the troops 
O(f'fne.^&m*on, and inhabitants.** The whole character of tlie disease, indeed, 
it must be acceded, is that of an epidemic, and not of a contagious aff ection. 
But it is not our purpose to enter into the discussion of tliis point but to present 
the fiicts that we have been able to collect. 

Since Professor Dickson’s paper was printed off*, we have been favoured 
with a letter from him, in which he states that ho has “ just met with a brief notice 
of 'pin. epidemic inflammatory fever, prevalent some time since in Calcutta and 
ha contained in the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, for 1 H26, 

voL a review of. the Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of 

CdcinUi^'Tor 1825. ^.T^is volume of transactions wc have not been able to ob- 
tal^'bih'ca>imbt avoid inferring from aUthat is said on the subject, the absolute 
identity ^^the IncUan epidemic with ours. So general was it in hs prevalence, 
that scaricel/an individual escaped, yet it scarcely ever proved ffital. Its se- 
quelae, however, were often severe, chiefly tire debility and lasting pains in 
several'Jfoints l&i^e and sm^I, sometimes in one finger. While one writer tliinks 
it necessaiy to <^tinguish it from rheumatic fever, another considers it a mild 

climates. Reflecting on the appearance and mode 
of the cutaneous eruption, the rheumatic pains, the epidemic cha- 
Ta^teri^^^'nd the third day critical, with or without adding tlie tendency to cy- 
nsin^O^lbid the succeeding unaccountable extreme prostration of strength, I 
capmot seek for the same train of symptoms in any other disease.” 

l)£tk^icn of an Instrument for Separating the Sternum. By W. E. IlonxEn, 

M. D. Adjunct Professor of An'Atomy in 
the University of Pennsylvania. — The in- 
strument represented by the accompanying 
figpirc, is^intended to assist the practical ana- 
tomist in getting at the heart of a subject for 
the purpose of injecting it, w'ithout cutting 
out the sternum, which is the usual mode. 

It consists of two bars of iron rather larger 
than the sternum, each one being furnished 
with two flat hooks, and one having two 
screws which work in pivotholcs in the other. 
The bars are separable. To apply the in- 
strument, saw through llic middle of the 
, stemurtr, then fix the bars one after the other 

byifioDking them on the cut edge of the bone, and adjusting the point of the 
^b® pivot holes. By turning tlie handle of the screws, the two halves 
of the st eiyy may be separated to any requisite extent. 

This sii^i^ instrument, invented by myself, I have used for some years in 
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• the University, 1 find it perfectly efrec|;mid in tlte 
better than any other plan than I have ’ever heim 

On ike discharge of various matters from the 
- M. D. &c. — As I have had occasion frequently to adyert, in iBy 
in the present number of this Journal, to the probable mistakeia.% 6id.:<jSi|iM 
respecting the supposed discharges of worms, &c. from the 
may not be amiss to point out a few instances of similar mistakes 

Tulpiiis, who has been noticed at the commencement of my papier^l^E^^W 
born 1593 — died 16r9,) in his Observ. Med. lib. 4. c. 9. p. 294, mentionsj^uK 
who expectorated an exti'aordinaiy membrane; which he was at a. 
count for, but finally concluded it was formed in ^e trachea. 
servation of his s7:cond book, mentions a young man who dischaigeaiLp^mt 
of the pulmonary artery as long as the little finger, with itSL-raUG^caujonSj^ > An- 
other, who tlirew up two considerable branches of the pulipbi|iavy v^^[^p^ 
rated from tlic lung to their extreme ramifications, as if dissected pati^ndy lw 
an anatomist, and without any suppuration; and which very prepaiiltioh;, VW 
publicly demonstrated by Paaw', professor of anatomy at Amsterdalh, M 
racuhirn inauditum.” ' ; , 


of the lungs as if dissected out. * 

In the Lcipsic acts, 1683, an account was given df tlie 
tion of the pulmonary vein by a severe *cou^h; that it wau^ en#0elj^4| 
from the subsltince of the lungs, and divided into several brancheAi .VT, 


years. Dr. Lister, whose advice and opinion is asked respecting ,thi^caBf^ ,C<^|l- 
siders theifi as the mucous humour of the small glandflL hatwpmj^Jl£[« 
ducts, &c. 

In 1700, Bussierc, a French surgeon in London, reported to the 


ciety, of which he was a member, the account of a substance expectqMt^d 
cougliing, which resembled the vessels of the lungs, (Vol. 22, No, 
child of five years of age. He was affected witli phthisis, accompanied^^ e 
dry couglj, wliich had come about a year previously. About ten or twel^ d^s 
preceding derail i, he began to disc'harge certain matters, having the form. 
consistence of a vessel. After death he was examined, and a small quan^^Af 
purulent malicr was found in the left lung. On opening the trachea, there' istfis 
noticed, internally, a layer of glufinous matter, which was removed in^ one 
piece; forming, from the larynx to the extremities of the bronchia:, on^ 
tube, detached without difficulty, and without tcai’ing, in the sUgh^st 
cither trunk: or ramifications. It had no adherence to the intern 
the trachea, except by some few small threads, so slender as readUy to ^eld. 
It was pnt into hot water, but experienced no Change. The author i^marks, 
that this ease may serve to undeceive those who, on the testimony of certain 
writers, imagine it possible for the sick to cough up the piilmonaiyTeasels* 

In 1701, the celebrated Lcmery is staled, in the “Hist, de FAciSfcjdes Sci- 
ences, to have sec;n a ])aticnt discharge by coughing, amongst thick phlegm, 
white fi!)res as large as a chicken’s feather, and ramified, resembling tlie 
of the veins — 1k)11ow, &c. and which he supposed to be polypi* similar to tho^ 
of the heart, &c. ' 5 

In 1727, (riiilos. Trans. No. 398,) Dr. Samber gives an account of a tragfaad 
polypus, discharged by expecioratiim, tlie figure of W’liich is engraved 
work; and in the same, for 1731, Dr. Nicliols states a case of a similar na^liS^J 
J might cnuincrale many others of a like character; all, however, tehdui|^ to 



r agf Mt' the dimshsffge of worms, of tlie vcs- 
embrj^bf the trachea, &c. but which, from a 
would, probably now, be ascribed to causes con- 
up. ■ * 

%df,pm Fevers. By Williak M. Fahnestock. — 

Biber of the American Journal of the Medical Sctctices^ 1 obscn'c a 
S^use of the prussiate of iron in intermittent fever, by Dr. Jackson, 
* jj^ who recommends it as safer than bark in domestic use, 
i of tjie ignorant.” My experience with the prussiate of iron, 
;jeat as that of the author alluded to, but it is siifiicicnt to 
^ous in using tlie medicine, if not to abandon it entirely, 
the charge of the JDaupfiin County Alms-house Infirmary^ in 
where I found eighteen cases of oid standiifg intermittents: 
il^six tertians, and eight quartans; some of two, four, six, and 
f j^^tion, in wliich the bark, arsenic, &c. had been used by tlie 
byilciati without mlich benefit. I deUirmined on making a fair trial of 
of iron, and after preparing the system by calomel, jalap, &c. 1 
he prussiate to all of them, in doses of six to ten grains e\;ery llirce 
quotidian cases every two hours. Of the four first cases, two h.-ul 
' off the. paroxysm; the other two passed the second intcmal >\itlioul 
■"Tuf,jfeT^er; the tertian cases had no recurrence of the disease what- 
quartan, five recovered, but in die remaining three it 
ffiition of the brain, one of which proved fatal. 

*‘'^^^termiflation of this case, I was detcircd from using it iin 
fe Ac vicinity of the Schuylkill, in J^hiladelphia county, 

J jprevi^led very extensively, and assumed an extremely obsti- 
Recqurse tlien was had to it, the success was so great that 
remedy, under the title^df “indigo powders,” and the 
ed by eyeiy economist, carefully premising its use by evacu- 
the pain to witness its deleterious cflc cts in two children 
pyen without medical advice.” Violent cen-bral e\(‘itc- 
ain in the temples, restlessness and delirium ensued, 
very strict and persevering attention to the 
,, , > other was followed by coma, tremors, and death. 

to t^mpen a further investigation of this substance; on the con- 
^W®*och anxie^ on thq subject, and would be pleased were it to prove 
j,llt and ‘remedy, and that the fatality in the cases wliich came 

to be attributed to some adventitious circumstances; 


^ ’ produces symptoms 

^^t^cssing affections of the head, obtuseness of seeing 
^ ^hich oft^ followed the use of the qui- 

i s^uld regard as the nosometer of the distressed system — the ad- 
. degree of the charge, as Henley’s quadrant elec- 

} do^s that of the electric battery. 

accompanied and followed by a severe Affection of the Mus- 
^ l^mrand Shoulder^ successfully trealed. By Gkohok W. Stkiiman, 
L uroix. Member of the Medic<>Cbirwrgical Society of Edinburgh, 
jy. of the Itoyal Medical Society of Kdinburgh. — On ilie 

called to Butler’s Bay, the property of . I oh n Sem- 
t^^an, named Kinsalc, about thirty-six years of agi*. 
i*d had the new feVer, called here by the common peoph^ the 
awr, but which I propose to call the eruptive rhcunudic fevtr 
. ^en followed by an acute and continued pain of the shoulder^ 
vn tne muscles of the humerus, which, however, had been so 


.much lessened by a blister as. ty. enable ^iigir to do..| 

lie took his turn to watch in thic 
himself to cold, for tliis morning he was seized’^ 

. , Intense pain in tlie chest, violent spasms and con 
tlie <*Iiesl, neck, face, arms, and slight spasms of t] 
chest was much aggravated during the spasms, and pr^a^l^ 
violent spasmodic contraction of the diaphragm,, which is' so 
tom in tet:inus. His mouth was violently shut, his teeth cleij 
niasseter muscles were swelled and spasmodically contracte^^ 

I ecurred every three or four minutes. His pulse lyas strong, !, 
quick, and he had tlie peculiar anxious expression of countenance 1 
tetanus. His skin was wann, and partially bedewed w?th peif” 
wound or liiiii: chuld be discovered in any part of the body ait^ 
examination. He had been in the warm bath, and had taken 
laudanum before I saw him. 

I hied him in the arm from a large orifice to the amount dfl 
'rhe blood iininedialely adhered to the vessel, and exhibited wli 
€joagulabl<j I^^mph on its surface, which I have^ways observed in 
nient of inflammation, lie ex]ierienced much relief h'om theL.Slce'<l 
spasms hecaiiui less fiTcpient ai\d less violent. I next gave 
laudanum, and put a blister on his chest. . t ' 

My father saw him about two hours afterwards, aild foimdlt 
^pasms much diminished. As liis bowels were not suffi^nS 
c‘d several strong injections to be given, and then fifty to 
TiuiTi every four lioiins. lie directed the patient at the sam&f^, 
a warm saiul-lmth, and to be kept tlicrc night and day 

About 3 P. M. i)is bowels wc];e fully opened, and an ^ 

fecces w'as passed. The doses of laudanum were commenced^.at^ t^t 
given every four hours. ' ^ 

Ahotit 5 P, M. the spasms disappeared altogether, thoiiglr.jfnhj 
dity both dt* the jaws and neck continued, accompanied & 
swallowing. He slept a little, with apparent relief betweehfrlie' if ^ 
num. Tlic blister rose w ell, and accoi*ding to the patient, fdfoi^^ 
relic-f. Some wine, by my father’s directions,^ was occasionally 

Mondaff^ 2()/A. At 11 A. M. I visited the patient. Ay this time he.KaidJ 
four hundred drops of laudanum. lie scemedeasier, andhadhad nomoyei^ 
although the muscles of the face were still rigid, andjic could 
but very fittle. Ordered the sand-bath to be continued, sevig^ injeeijr'^ 
given, tlie <juantity of laudanum to be administered .ohly eyc^ h. ^ 
Tnmluyy 2\st. 1 found him worse; pulse vc^ tens^ a^d quick^ 

of skin considerable; more difficult^ of swallowing; the inoi^;^terise’pi^'~~‘ 
shoulder, with stillness of arm. He had taken only one.%f^nd:^ an 
drops of laudanum since I saw him. His bowels were biitseantify‘j)^n, l^ 
injections and ciistor oil had been given. He slept tdcvably ' 
during the night, and took some nourishment. / 

1 bled him to .^xv. when his pulse became small and soft; tlie blbod;;!M^ 
strongly adherent, though less streaked than before, having only one^^hHo 
spot, upon it. He felt much relieved by the bleeding. 1 directed 
to he discontinued, until his bowels were fully opened, and amustawplG^mJ^ 
be a]) plied to the affected shoulder. The sand-bath to be continued. ' ‘ ' 

lialntsday, 'Z'2d, Tim opening meclicines operated well. He was ove|y . 
c.'Lsicr, though stiffness of muscles still continues. Quantity of laudanun^tlUE^tl 
since ycster<lay one liundrcd and seventy drops; sand-bath continued. 

Fritfay^ ‘2Afh. lie was worse; had spa.sms in fiice, neck, and shoulder; < 
cd of great pain of shoulder, chest, and abdomen; bowels not open, 
blister to shoulder; copious injections; and castor oil. 
tSaturdai/f "25th. Blister afforded him much relief; bowels well opened; i 






lenan^ce better; inercurial plaster to shoulder. Quantity 
w Wo^esdayt^^l^ht hundred and ninety drops. Order- 
i^uisd. • 



' His 'skin' is covered with a miliary eruption, from the con- 

^ ^ ndw sand-b«^ He has had injections daily, which keep his bowels 

shoulder. Since Sunday he has been 
* ’^^“ byiwnitlier’s desire, three tea-spoonsful of bark daily; three wine- 
is;§f;;wine, and two larg'e glasses of warm water and rum. He cannot yet lift 
^ hii^d to his mouth. WJicn he attempts to sit up or move, lie says lie 
I and heels were tied together. Quantity of laudanum taken 
ay^'one tliousand one hundred and seventy drops. Ordered the 
kth to be discontinued, and the wai*m-b&tii used every evening instead of it. 
pills to be taken every night instead of the laudanum. 

My father ordered the warm-bath to be disccfntiniied, two ca- 
> be taken every night to bring on salivation, in order to relieve the 
he linuscles of the jaw, and the pain in the shoulder; his checks to 
I with anodyne liniment; laudanum to be resumed. Quantity of opium 

larV' IIM. Chief complaint is now of his shoulder; says,, that the 
the right side feels benumbed; tongue clean; bowels open. Laudanum 
' "ftd and thirty drops; opium, gr. xiv. 
n^W salivi^ed. The tetanic affection seems to be conquered. He lias 
er, 'gl^^ rigidity in the muscles of the face and jaw, especially the 
The hiudanum and opium were now discontinued, and he was or- 
oftinctulc of colchicum autumnale twice a day, fur affection 

^ ^ There is still so much rigidity in the massctcrcnuscles, as to 

I'blit'hmniBram opening his jaws fully. Hia .shoulder still continues to give 
fuihi‘^ire^,great pain, especialily the deltoid muscle, on which he cannot liear 
tlljie sUl^test touch. He cannot lift his hand to his chin, and the motions of his 
^^Iderare so’ lipiited that Iris arm is useless to him. The least mutioii gives 
taeutejpain. * 

^)|^rising the patient of my intention, I thrust a needle, manufactured 
ill purjiose of acupuncture, into the upper third of the tliick 

filthy llelly of the deltoid. The needle was introduced nearly an incli. The 
p^^nt not evince the slightest sense of pain on the occasion. Upon 
pi;:fii|si|ig with my fingers on the part which had pained him before, I found 
thj^th^ pain had entirely ceased, and he could now bear any part of tlu: shoul- 
d^,taj> 9 ;pressed md squeezed. 1 told him to put his hand on his head, fic 
snpf^increduloudy, but being encouraged, he began to raise his hand slowly 
H^^Fafds his head, expecting every moment to be arrested by the accustomed 
painl , To his infinite surprise, however, he Vbund that he could first put it on 
hl^j^t^kead, and then on the top of his head, witli the greatest case. He could 
moV<B his arm backwards and forward^ which he could not even attempt 
Hh' complained that the pain had moved down his arm to tlic situation 
ofjmo.biccfpB muscle. The pain here seemed acute. 1 Instantly plunged anotlier 
nej^e about an inch long into the lower third of the deltoid. This at first gave 
" “*^*ipuch pain, for he cried out, and seemed about to faint. He was revived 
^ some water. He now declai’ed that all pain had left his arm, and 
Vjjove it much more freely than before. He seemed <|iiitc deliglited 
5 hew power of motion which he had acquired, and repeatedly swung 
I^TOUnd and roUnd. The needles wdre left in about seven minutes, f !*(* 

' to improve until the 11th of March, whi.n, having a recurrence of 
stHKfH^ ih l^shoulder, with pain -stretching up the muscles of the neck, re- 
coiiT^^lj^xP^n had to acupuncture with complete success. 

I miiy ffliythia oppoiliinity of mentioning a curious case that occuitccI to me 
sflqne time aj^. I was called to Mount Victory, llic property of James Codwisc, 
Kaq. to see a negro girl, about ten years of age, labouring under tetanus, 1 found 
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.her suffering under the severest form of Ae discasef ^ 

she had not been exposed to cold, nor was there any appu^ll^i^plie fpjj’ 
ease, except the state of her feet. Between the toes, bn 
fioles, festered at the edges, causing a swelling all along ^ 

feyct. These were caused by a number of the insects c^led here tile 
(the Pediculus penetransyj which burrows under the skin, andjidep 
larva; in a bag. This at first gives rise to a degree of titillation* that 
considered a sort of luxury by the neg^-ocs. When the part inflame%;^ 
lation it creates is so great as to give a great deal of uneasiness, and 
])r“vent sleep, as I have myself felt. I have no doubt tliat this was the, 
the tetanus, which proved fatal, notwithstanding every remedy that.o,^^ 
thought of. Other instances like this have, I am told, (occurred to sc^e bif; 
practitioners in this island. ' ' 




ihi the Use of the ivarm Sand-hath in Tetanus. By GEonoB W» STBDHAir> 
M. 1). of St. Croix, &.c. — The warm bath has been generally approved irt . th® 
troalment of tetanus, but it has been ob jected to on account of the necessity of 
moving the patient to and from the bath, and the conseciuent danger of renew- 
ing tlic paroxysms by the motion. 

This danger has been consitlcrcd so great as to cause most jttdtoioiia 
writers to dissuade from the use of it altogether. Some have pMpo9ed 
fomentations as a substitute, but these arc comparatively inefficient It is sin- 
gular that none have thought of proposing the vHtrm aand^bath^ which not jOnly 
])osscsscs all the advantages of a warm water-bath, but obviates t]^4>nly 
feasible objection that can be brought against it— that of -of 

moving the patient. I have examined the works of most' of thO*:^^atfi9n]|;tic 
writers on nicdiniiic, and of most of the authoi*s on tetanus, and no Where do I 
find any trace of so simple and effectual a remedy. It is one, however, tiiat 
has been iise,d for some years here, and has been often employed by my ^tBer* 

'17/C sand-bath is ju’cpMrcd in the following manner:— A quantity of sand is 
heated to as high a point as the palicmt can bear it; this is formed into a;bcd of 
fi’om four toPsix inclies thick, and a blanket is put over it, upon 
tieiit lies; anotJier blanket covers him. A bag of heated sand is also 
his jaws, and another, if necessary, may be laid upon his body. By these means 
he is kept day ami night in a state of profuse perspiration. Little or no. mo- 
tion is necessary, as the sand can be taken awpy renewed in diff<nwt 
portions as it grows cold. 


A Case of Swellhi fr of the A/icle-joint cured by Acupunefuration. By Dr. JTohjc. 
Davis, of Jackson, Tennessee. — Miss. II. aged eighteen, of robust constitutioiv^d 
corpulent habit, was attacked on tlie 6th of July, 1828, with severe paip in the 
right foot, near her toes, attended ^ith smart swelling, which extended^^in a 
short lime to her aiiclc-joint, and that part became the most' sevei^y affe^j^d* 
Her parents resorted to poultices and ungents, and continued the^ use b^/sl- 
ternating and changing them until the 26th of the same month; at which tnqo, 
<lcspairing of curing her themselves, 1 was called in, and found her fbbt consi- 
derably swelled and very painful, but retaining its natural colour. I learned 
that she was attacked late in tlic night with severe pain in her right foot, and 
also in his Icfl hand at the same time, and that they had continued painful^ and 
increased in swelling gradually ever since. 

On examination, I found the third joint of the ring-finger of the hand af- 
fected with jiaronychia, which I laid open to the bone by an incision, and it soon 
recovered its natural integrity. The foot presented tlie appearance already de- 
scribed. I ordcri'd blood to be taken from the arm three times, and cathartics 
to be used every other day — these were continued for several weeks. Blisters 
were .also applied to the foot, and a discharge^ kept up by re-applying them* 
This treatment appeared at first to be productive of some benefit, but it was 
only temporary. Her foot became intolerably painful, and I was hastily called on 
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the 2^ of. August. There was n<> visible alteration in her foot since m 3 ' last 
visH^lexccpt Uiat produced by \ osicating it. 

,1 began now to despair of eflccting a cure by the usual remedic'S, and resolv- 
ed on tryiiigaciipuncturation, and making known my view s to my palirnt and her 
fHends, and obtaining their consc'iit, I inserted a large sewing needle into hijr 
foot, just below'' the ancle-joint, on the outside of it, three-fourths of an incli, 
the needle remained in about forty-five minutes; the pain ]iroduced by its en- 
trance continued to increase, accoin])anied by a tingling sensation. This needle 
was used as an experiment to let her become satisfied of its utility. 

The most painful and sw^ollcn jiart of her foot was on top of it, near the toes, 
to Jhe outside of the ancle-joint, the needle being inserled at the ancle, reliev- 
ed the. pain ijreviously felt there, and the swelling by the next morning; and 
thej^st of tlic foot was considerably better. 1 visited her again on the ^5tli, ainl 
found her highly pleased with tlie success of Ihe operation; she stated tlial she 
had slept souiull}' each niglit since the puncture was inatlc, wliicli was llu,* first 
sound sleep she had enjoyed since lier attack. 1 proposed inserting tlirec 
needles now', to which she assented. I inserted tw'o in the top, (half an inch in 
depth,) just where the first pain was felt, about an inch asumlcr, in ati ineliiiing 
position, to avoid puncturing tlie tendons, i^c. ; the third I placed ;n the out 
side of the ancle where tlie first li.adbecn inserled; these remained near an hour, 
when slic*said they had become too painful to hi*ar longer; tliey w ore thi'ii willi- 
drawn. She .said the pain produced l>y them was greali‘st at the time of abstrac t' 
ingthcni, and a little afterwards; h^' next imirning she was clear ofiniin, thetii- 
**^^^ 1 '^^** entirely subsided in a few days, and she resnined her usual domestic 
businm*. /Thus was the affection removed in a few* da} s, by the insertion of 
four tieedlfes, which had been under treatment for sevcii weeks. 

— c> 

JficKsox’s Jlmcrtmii Pracitve. of Mcdicine.^-^'W c are hapyiy to announce that 
this work is actually' in the press, and its publication may be confidently ex- 
pected during tlie winter. 

Hativ’s Compmdtwu of Opera five ^f^diriffrl/. Air. (hiAiii.i.s *S. Fiiwcm 
Fias recently published a translation, by J)r. Terrr., of the above useful little 

work. . 


TJWh'y preparing for Pufdicaiion. — Auxott’s Klements of l*h}sirs — Ca'/e- 
NAVB and Sciikukl’s Vraclicid Treatise on Diseases of the ykin, Iranslaled, 
With notes. 
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TO READEl^S VORRESPOy DENTS. 


To Dr. SoMERVAiL, one of the most respectable physicians of Vir^niat we 
are indebted for a very interesting* communication, which we regret ^ame too 
tatc for the present number; it shall be inserted in our next. 

Drs. Guild and Jones’s coTninunicaliuns were also to'^ late for the present 
number. 

Professor Dickson and Dr. Wuioht’s papers have just been received. 

We must beg our corrc spoiuleuls to forward us their com municationa earlier 
\\hcn they are anxious that tlu \ should apjiear in the ensuing number. Punc- 
tualil}' ill the lime of ]>ublie:ilioii is essential to the success of ev^y periodical 
work; andtis fi-onitlie large tdltioii printt d oftliis Journal, a considerable time 
is rc((uircd for tin* pross-v orK, it lia.s been found necessary, to prevent delay, 
to put it to ] lie Il ly t" o inontlis betore the period of publication. 

The account of a case of in.d-pr:xtlce si iit to us by our Alab:una correspon- 
dent, is not exactly suited lo a medical jotirn.d, it sh«)iild be brought a 

court of justice; tlie ])raeti( e we do not lusitale to pronounce murdetbuB. It 
is hardly wilhi^J tin* province of a medical journal to detail instances of the mal- 
practice of irregular pi-actilioners; thiTc w'ould be no end lo disgusting details. 

We tluuik our coiTe-.])ondent .it \ork. Pa. for the case he has furnished us; 
it has not, how'cver, sufiicii-ut novelty for publicavion. 

An account of.* \(mv inti iV'tuig c:.se and dls.si rtion by Dr. Horner, in which 
a lamina of iricdull.uy matter was pechd off from the whole surface of the ven- 
trlcle.s, has boon crowded out of tlie present number. 

We liavc great pleasure in announcing, that it is contemplated to establish an 
dcparlmenl, or sup])lcinentaiy Journal, lobe publi.shed quarterly, and 
to be devoted totlie most interesting memoirs road to the Royal Academy of 
Medicine <if Paris, to llie Mcdico-Cdiirurgical Societies of London and Edinburgh, 
to the Association of the Im’IIows licentiates of the King and Queen's Col- 
lege of Physicians in Ireland, and selections of those articles from the German, 
French, and Italian Journals, which arc loo long for insertion in our Periscope, 
audio which justice cannot he done in an analysis. Tlic articles selected to be 
of permanent v.iliic, and a large ]>ropoiTion of them translniions made expressly 
for this Jouniat, with notes, critical and elucidatory. The analytic depai-t- 
ment to form a coinplclc Journal in itself, and to be published separately 
from the present one; but lo be under the same management, w’lth consider- 
able additional assistam e, w liich lias^ilrcady been offered. It would be prema- 
ture to .speak further of the ])Ian; w^e however trust that it will meet with the 
approbation and ‘uipimii of the profession, to render it worthy of which no 
effort or cxficnsc will be spared 

We have rerened the following works — 

Journal dcs Progre^ drs Sciences i t fnstitution.i Mcdicalcs en Europe en 
Ameriqitc, Ac. Vol. XT fin exchange ) 



iv ^0 HEADERS ANI^^ CORRE^ONDENTS. 

r 

Annales de la Medicine PhysioIogique,for August and September, 1828, (ir- 
exchange.) 

Revue Medicalc Fran^ais ct Etrangcre, ct Journal dc Clinupie de riTotel 
Dieii, ct la Cliantc, ct dcs Grands Hopltaux deFaris, from January to Seplem 
ber, (in exchange.) 

Journal General de Medicine, de Cliinirgic, ct de Fliarmacic Fran^ais ct 
Etrangeres, ou Rccucil Periodique des Travaux ilc la Societe de M^decine tie 
Paris, R^dig^. Par A. N. Gendrtx, Pun de scs Membres, from January to 
July, 1828, (in exchange.) 

Archives Generalcs dc Mcdecinc, for July, August, September, and Oc 
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The Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal for October, 1828, (in c\ 
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The London Medical and Surgical Journal for October and Novcm])Ci’, (ii* 
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The Medico-Chirurglcal Review for October, 1828, (in cxcliange. j 

The London Medical and Physical Journal for October and November, 1828, 
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Journal dcs Chirurgic und Angcn Ilcllkundie. licraiisgcgcbcn, von U^F. 
V. Ghaefe, und Pli. V. Waltiu ji, 3d No. for 1828, (in exchange.) 

Litterarische Annalen der Gesammten llcilkundo. Ilcrausgcgebcn von Di, 
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The Boston Medical and Surgical Journal, Nos. 26 to 48, inclusive, (in ex- 
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\ht. I. Jhi Inquiry into Iht Anatomical Characters of Infantih 
Follicular Iriflammation of the Gaslro-intestinal Mucous Membrane 
and into its probable identity with Cholera Infantum, By Wil- 
liam E. l[oKNKru M. D, Adjunct Professor of Anatomy in the 
University of Pennsylvania. [With a Plate,] 

It is much to be regretted that a disease so entirely American as cholera 
infantum, ar^Ji which, from its annual recurrence and exl^ensive preva- 
lence, presents its facts so continually to the physicians of this c :un- 
iry, sliould as yet stand in need of many expositions, to fix it upon a 
sure and perfect pathological foundation. 

In the city of Philadelphia alone, the number of deaths under two 
years of age from cholera infantum, is on an average two hundred an- 
nually; on some occasions it has amounted to two hundred and 
thirty, and is seldonujcss than one hundred and seventy. Its ra- 
vages are witnessed along a space of three thousand miles, .from 
Quebec to New Orleans, and as*a general rule may be consideredrto 
increase proportionably to the approximation to the equator. I have 
no doubt that a bill of mortaliiy for the United States alone, on this 
single disease, would exhibit thousands of victims to it annually* 
It is then a remarkable fact, that, from such an immense store of Jn- 
formation, there is not one dissection a year reported to the meitical 
public. Indeed, so completely have the pathological charactei^ of 
the disease been neglected, that in hastily looking over several of 
the most popular American Journals for the last twenty years, I have 
found but one dissection reporti?^! in detail. * 

I have no doubt that many dissections have been performed 
in the mean time, indeed, they are alluded to in a general way; and 

* See Coxe’s Medical Museum, Vol. 3, page 94, Philadelphia, 1807, case 
'>f Cholera Infantum, &c. by James Stcwai-t, M. D. 
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possibly there may be much valua.ble infuyi^^tjon suppressed by the 
* reserve of its owners; but if either, or both of these cases exist, they 
^have remained in an obscurity scarcely exceeding the precincts of a 
port folio, or the limited circulation of a medical coterie. 

'' The indications of the existence of this affection, are so familiar to 
parents and physicians, and have been so well described by the emi' 
nent medical writers and practitioners of the United States,^ that it 
will not be necessary to enter into a detail of symptoms, with a vi^- w 
of illustrating the disease which is the subject of this inquiry. It may 
be stated in a summary way, that the affection prevails in the sum- 
mer among children of two years and under, and that the morbid 
phenomena resolve themselves into a strongly marked clmnge of the 
alvine evacuations, which cease to be natural and well -elaborated 
faeces, but consist in articles of aliment discharged in very much the 
same state in which they were swallowed; — ^in the mucus of the 
bowels in unusual quantities, frequently tinged in places green by 
bile, and holding if the child have been fed on milk, (or small masses 
of food,) the pieces of curd or food in clusters, in the mode of their 
connexion resembling the spawn of frogs; — in serum in large quanti- 
ties, coming either from the exhalents of the intestines^ or from the 
muciparous glands, and augmented perhaps by the watery drinks of 
tiiepatient;— andin bloody stools, which are also spoken of by writers, 
but are comparatively infrequent. 

On JACKsoNt has expressed, in a very summary and strik- 
ing way, as a leading indication, that the natural stools are retain- 
ed, and such as are passed are derived principally from the chylo- 
poietic viscera themselves; and that the proper-faecal smell is wanting 
in cholera infantum as in dysentery, being sour or putrid, or like 
water in which putrid meat has been washed. He also says, that 
some red portions are dischai*ged as in true dysentery. I regret that 
,he has here applied the name of a colour in such a way as to leave 
us in doubt of the substance to which it refers. 

* See Medical Inquiries and Observations by Uenjamin Rush, M. D. Professor 
,fcc. in the University of Pennsylvania, Vol. 2, p. 361. James Jackson, M. D. 
IPiVofessor of Theory and Practice of Physic in Harvard University; Remarks on 

Morbid Effects of Dentil.* n: see New England Journal of Medicine and 
Vol. 1. A Treatise on the Medical and Physical Treatment of Chil- 
dteif .by William P. Dewees, M. D. Adjunct Professor in the University of Penn- 
syllfSlI^ FhUada. 1826. Nathaniel Chapman, M. D. Pro^'^ssor in the University 
of Peimiylvania, Manuscript Lectures. I'he Medical works of Edward Miller, 
M. D. Professor, New York, 1314. 
f Loc. cit. 
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Other morbid phenop^i^a are found in the frequency of tliose al- 
* vine discharges, which occur from three to twenty times in the course 
^of twenty-four hours; in the want of appetite, irritability of the sto- 
mach, and vomiting; in extreme thirst; in an uneasiness, ever tempt- 
ing to a change of posture; in fretfulness and quick perceptions; in 
frequent pulse; in fever of a remittent form disposed to evening ex- 
^cerb ations; in extreme emaciation and languor as the disease ad- 
yfhees; and in delirium, coma, or hydrocephalus, in its last stages- 
*^rhis affection, when it leads to a fatal termination, runs its course 
gcMierally in from a fortnight to six weeks. Dr. Rush* i:e- 
ports a case where death ensued in twenty-four hours. Thejrestora- 
tioiis to health may in like way be accomplished at any time of the 
disease, and there are few or no symptoms so aggravated but chil* 
dren have recovered from them. Among those of the most fatal 
kind, are stools with a pink-coloured margin, t live worms crawling 
iVom the throat, and small transparent vesicles on the cheat, j: 

The practitioners of the United States are as generally agreed on 
the anatomical characters of this affection after death, as they are on 
the symptoms indicating it. In common cases the brain presents no 
other pathological state than that of congestion of red blood; occa- 
sionally, however, the disease becomes complicated witlvhydrocepha- 
lus. (chronic inflammation of the arachnoidea. ) The viscera pf the 
thorax ar^. in a sound state. In the abdomen the liver is generally 
enlarged, sometimes very much so, thereby occupying two-thirds, .of 
tiie cavity of the abdomen. It is also more firm and solid than natu- 
ral, but the derangement of structure, if any exist, cannot be seen 

api)reciated. Tffe gall-bladder is sometimes found distended 
either with bile or colourless mucus, on other occasions it is flaccid 
with the s:nne kind of contents.* The structure of the spleen and pan- 
creas, continues natural. 

It is evidently in the mucous coat of the alimentary canal that the 
true anatomical characters are found, the peritoneum being generally 
entirely sounds In the stomach and small intestines, especially' the 
duodenum, red;, inflamed patches, inclining to a purple, have been 
observed. In the large intestines, according to Dr. Jackson and Dr. 
Dewees, it is rare to discover marks of disease; in this, however^ I 
do not agree with them. The contents of the intestines are feculent 
matter in hard lumps, involved in a hard adhesive mucus, and co- 
loured either yellow or green by the bile. These feculent substances 
are sometimes in considerable quantity, but it is uncommon to find 
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undigested matter; because the patient, in'^ latter stage of life, 
refuses all nourishment which is not in a liquid form. Dr. Dewees 
states that coagulable lymph is in some instances spread on the sur- 
face of the small intestines, or found in detached pieces, and in 
many parts their coats are thickened, so as to reduce considerably 
their calibre. 

In some rare cases the intestines arc filled with flatus, and (li^i- 
tended much by it; in the majority of instances, however, the intdi- 
tines are contracted, which is<*manifested during life by the collapse 
and diminution of the abdomen, and the wrinkling of its parietes. 

Without entering into a further detail of the received anatomical 
characters of cholera infantum, it may then be stated that they are 
considered to consist in an inflammation of the mucous coat of the 
stomach and small intestines, rarely if ever followed by ulcerations, ^ 
and that rare as ulceration is, it is more frequent in the large than 
in the small intestines. 

From the foregoing exposition of symptoms and of pathological 
changi^, it is evident that the authorities who treat of this disease fix 
it in th^ mucous coat of the alimentary canal, and so far as my ex- 
perience goes they have been entirely correct and hajij)y in giving 
this location to it. I have, however, some reason to believe, as the 
subsequent cases will tend to show, that this affection is rather a 
follicular than an erytliemoid inflammation, that it is rather a disease 
of the innumerable mucous glands or follicles extended from one end 
to the other of the alimentary canal, than a common vascular or ery- 
themoid inflammation. With the view of presenting the grounds 
upon which this suggestioii rests, the attentiondif the reader is called 
to the following dissections with the plates illustrating them. 

Case l.^Folliculur Inflammation of Intestinal Canal, the symptoms 
bein^ those of Cholera Infantum, 

June 50th, 1828. Autopsy eighteen hours after rfea/A*— Present Drs. 
Dewees and Edward Jenneh Coxe, attending physicians. 

The infant daughter of Mr. F. aged about twenty months, has had 
for the lavSt three weeks nie usual symptoms of cholera infantum, 
manifested by eight or ten green-coloured discharges with mucus, in 
the twenty-four hours, but there hasf been no sickness of stornach. 
The complaint was attended with whooping-coug! , but no other com- 
plication which was apparent. During the progress of her malady she 


New England ,n»urnal, ut supra, p- 118, \ «»1. f. 
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did not seem to be vesy^l, but last evening she died very unexpect* 
edly to her family and physicians. 

Jiutopsy. — Abdomen: peritoneal surface of viscera healthy: liver 
^f a ligiit yellow colour: gall-bladder distended with bile: spleen 
healthy. 

Mucous membrane as follows; that of the stomach of a sienna co- 
lour. and of a consistence which permitted it to be scraped off very 
r^,adily with the finger nail. On the small intestines it was generally 
of the same colour, but interspersed atT distant intervals Avith patches 
of injected blood-vessels, btit no extravasation. The clusters of mu- 
ciparous glands or follicles were very distinct to the naked eye, and 
had tlieir orifices also enlarged and tumid. The same condition of the 
muciparous follicles prevailed in the large intestines from one end to 
the others but they were larger and more tumid, and gave to the mu- 
cous coat somewhat the appearance of having been sparingly sprink- 
led Avith fine Avliite sand. In both small and large intestines the mu- 
cus seemed less consistent than usual. 

The upper part of the small intestines con tahied yellow bile, almost 
pure, excepting some mixture of mucus. In the large intestines, 
the contents were also bilious, but greenish, like the discharges which 
had prevailed. There was a small blue spot on the large intestine, 
the colour somewhat like chronic inflammation. 

Tlie Aveather being sultry and oppressive, we did not extend the 
e.xami nation further. I carried, however, the whole of the large and 
a portiofi <»f the small intestine away, macerated it so as to remove 
the blood, and then suspended it in spirits of wine. This pro- 
has made the an^omical characters of the follicular affbetion 
muchsaore distinct, by removing the tinge and mucus; and by float- 
ing the affected tissue, its folds and processes are kept extended and 
separated, and thereby give ^more prominence to the glands or fol- 
licles. Thousands of them, the ulceration of which was previously 
imperceptible, are now seen very clearly to be in that state. See Vol. 
L Plate 1. fig. 4th, lor colour. The maceration and suspension in a 
fluid, has iuoreov(*r brought into view several common erythemoid 
ulcerations on the jejunum, about two lines in diameter, and which 
escaped my observation entirely during the dissection. They are so 
different in size and appearance from the ulceration and tumefaction 
of the follicular system of the intestine, that they could not be mis- 
taken for them, and the contrast in the drawing must be very evident. 
»Sce Plate HI. fig. 3d. 

An observation worthy of consideration in this case, is, that yellow 
l)ile was in the jejunum, but green in the colon, 'fhe inquiry result- 
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ing from it, is wliat produced this change of dolour? We know, that 
frequently in cliolera, the alvine discharges are in a state of fermenta- 
tion, and are sour; is this process confined to the colon? if so, the raj 
tionale is, that the bile retains its natural character in the small in- 
testines, but becomes green in the large, from meeting there with 
acescent matters made so by fermentation. See Plate III. fig. 4, 
fur a representation of a section of the colon, and fig. 3, for a portio:^ 
of jejunum. The preparations arc in the Anatomical Museum, 
lon, A. 102-8; Jejunum, A. *102-9. 

• 

Case \\.--^Folliciihr Inflammation of Intestinal CanaU the Symp- 
toms being those of Cholera Infantum. 

September 2f/, 1828. Autopsy^ wilhm twenty four hours after 
death . — A coloured female child, aged eighteen weeks, has been ill 
at least a fortnight, and probably more, from cholera infantum; the 
date, however, could not be ascertained precisely from tlie mother, 
owing to her imperfect intelligence and ill health. The child, during 
its illness, had cbnvulliions, which is by no means an uncommon 
symptom in the last^stages of cholera. Within a few days slie has 
taken refuge in the infirmary of the Alms-house, bringing with her 
the infant alluded to; and a twin of the same ago, having an af- 
fection of the same kind and date. The subject of the present ob- 
servation died last evening, and this afternoon I made the examina- 
tion, in presence of the resident students of the house; thermometer 
77®. The attending physician, to whose care the infant had been 
confided, Dr. John K. Mitchell, was absent. 

•flw/opsy.— Exterior aspect: no perceptible putrefaction; considov- 
able emaciation. 

Abdomen. — Stomach empty, contracted; mucous coat, of a light 
sienna colour, almost white, and destitute of blood-vessels, except- 
ing a very few; the rugee well marked, laid for the most part in 
longitudinal rows, and so elevated that they were in contact. The 
mucous coat was also so soft that it could be scraped av/ay easily, in 
the form of a pulp, with the finger nail. 

The small intestines likewise of a light sienna colour on their 
mucous coat, and empty, excepting a little .mucus, which was 
here and there greenish. The large intestines presented the same 
colour as the small, and were destitute of faeces; in place of the lat- 
ter, t^^o inferior thirds of the colon were occupied, so as to form 
a sligm distention, with j>ure pus of a cream colour, proper consist- 
ence, as well elaborated as T ever saw, and destitute of any except- 
inj; a very faini odour. 'Fho muciparous glands of the colon were 
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all enlarged, so as to jofaesent small grains of white sand sprinkled 
over the mucous menmrane, and about the size of millet seed; there 
was in each a little depression of a darker colour than the rest of the 
^dand, and, from its position at the apex, was taken for the orifice of 
the gland. The muciparous glands of the small intestines were also 
tumid and irritated, but could not be so well distinguished at the 
time of examination as they were subsequently, by maceration. In a 
few of these follicles, ulceration had began to show itself, in both in- 
restines, small and great, but only to an inconsiderable extent. Ma- 
ceration in this case also bring resorted to, both the tumefaction of 
the glands and their ulcerations were made more distinct^by it, for 
the reasons stated. 

The liver was hcaltliy, but its colour was lighter than usual, and 
somewhat variegated by a yellowish ground, being interspersed with 
its natural brown, 'rhe gall-bladder was distended with inspissate 
green bile. 

'rhe other viscera of the abdomen were healthy, as well as the pe- 
ritoneal coat. The thorax and head were not examined by myself. 
The preparation of the colon is deposited in the Anatomical Sfu- 
seuin, A. See Plate III. fig. 2d. 

After what has been stated in these two cases, on the consistence 
of the mucous coat of the stomach, it becomes a very interesting ob- 
ject of inquiry, whether this was a normal or a morbid state of its 
texture. 1 am as yet deficient in those facts from personal obseV- 
vatioii, which would enable me to assign some standard of consistence 
to the mucous coat of the stomach under two years of age. I have, 
hpwever, no doubt thdt it is much softer at' that period of life than it 
is^Vrtl^i^adult, and the probabili^ is that from being so soft as to be 
readily scraped off with the finger nail in the early months of exist- 
ence, it then increases successively and gi*adually in its consistence 
as one advances into old age* and until it becomes a membrane of 
suiiicient tenacity to permit very readily its being dissected up as 
such with a scalpel. This subject is, however, quite open to in- 
quirers, especially in this country, and sound conclusions upon it 
made by multiplied observations, would confer a great benefit upon 
the profession. ^ 

Cask III . — Follicular hiflammaiion of Inlestinee with Cholera In- 
fantum. 

September 7th^ 1828. — The twin child alluded to in the preceding 
case, after having languished under the same disease with similar 
symptoms, died, and was examined to-day. 
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The mucous coat of the stomach was in d^^iturai state. The duo- 
denum contained healthy bile, and the other small intestines abound- 
ed in fecal matter, of a light yellow colour. There was also fecal 
matter in the cobcum, of a light yellow, and chopped appearance, biu 
none in any other portion of the large intestines. 

The muciparous glands of the coccum were very obviously en- 
larged, as also those of the sigmoid flexure of the colon, ami yf 
the rectum. A mucous Inflammation was seen on the lower portion 
of the ileum, and there was a* considerable injection of the rcctuin7 
apparently of an inflammatory kind. 

The appearance of the liver was healthy. 

The facts of the last case were communicated to me by Di-. 
Ashmead of the Alms-house Infirmary, who lias now foi- some years 
distinguished himself there by a devoted attention to its scientifu* 
and charitable objects, and by a ready co-operation in the inquiries of 
the prescribing physicians and surgeons. 

Case IV.— “ Maria*Boulefray, aged ten months, head large, consi- 
derable embonpoint, pale complexion, skin soft and flaccid, died 
February 5tb, 1824, after an illness of six days; durihg wliich she 
was somewhat comatose, had no fever, no pain, very frecjuent vomit- 
ing, incessant alvine discharges; rejected pap, (bouillie,) ami the 
breast of her mother. The stools were first yellow; they then became 
white, frothy, inodorous, of a glairy consistence, slightly ropy, and 
without tenacity. The body was opened ten hours after death. 

Head. — Serosity effused in the cranium; cerebral convolutions al- 
most effiiced; substance of the brain infirm; arachnoid membrane in- 
jected; iMddle and lateral ventricles distended by a cousid^:.aDle 
quantity of serosity. 

The larynx and chest in a sound state. 

Abdomen not distended; peritoneum dry, and without effusion into 
its cavity. Exteriorly the intestinal convolutions were white, and 
only a few small blood-vessels, not much divided, wscre seen to creep 
under the serous coat. 

The stomach being empty, was in a middle state, between dilata- 
tion and contraction. l'!ie mucous membrane wjjp of a natural thick- 
ness, sufficiently adherent to the subjacent membrane, of a milky- 
whiteness, and was moistened by* a proper quantity of clear, ropy 
mucus. The villosities were very distinct on the great curvature, 
and scarcely perceptible idsewhere; the cardia and the pylorus had 
nothing remarkable, but all the extent of the mucous surface was 
covered with a prodigious number of white granulations^ the size of 
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a mUlrt ated^ indiscriuifnately scattered over the gahtrie »ui lace, 
winch presented no trt^rks of inflammation. 

"riie antrum pylori, (cspacc pylori-valvulaire,) was sound, and cover- 
• ed with small glands^ like the stomach. A similar follicular develop- 
ment had occurred in the duodenum; the valvulae conniventes did not 
yet overlaj), as in the adult; there were glands on the sumin- , of these 
valves, as well as in their intervals. From the beginning of the je- 
jiiiium to the middle of the ileum, the internal membrane retaining a 
white satin colour, suflicieiitly villous, •iiiid of an ordinary thickness, 
was rovereil with grunrdafwnff of an uppmrancp and. she similar to 
those of the duodenum* From the inferior tjiird of the i^in 
valv(* of Tlauhin, tliere was a white, frothy fluid, tinged yellow. With- 
out a particular odour, having almost the liquidity of \\ater, and fill 
ing the entire cavity of the intestinal tulie. Besides the granulations 
generally scattered upon this part of the intestine, there were, groups^ 
of follicle^ iinitcMl in small masses, and in elliptical plates, which all 
occupied the curvature of the intestine. They were bordered by a 
winding, colourless line; their surface was roqgh, an^ surmounted by 
glands, similar to those which existed alone in the environs^Ctt 'fte 
plates; miicoiA folds extended from one gland to another. The plates 
generally were four lines wide, and half an inch long. In the ileo- 
ciecal region they were very near one another. The diflei*ent glands 
whicli exisil(Ml alone on the mucous surface, offered for the most pari 
at their summit, a grayish point, indiciating their excretory orifice. 

In the whole length of the large intestine, down to the rectum, 
and even the* anus, these glands were found in abundance* The 
cqlon contained froth j> yellow matter, similar to that of the small 
iiitOTsfciqi^s. y 

The mouth, the pharynx, amf I he <rsophagus presented a similar 
development of follicles, 

I'he intestinal mucous mcinbrane was' detached with difficulty; but 
at the end of eight days of maceration in water, a large shred could 
be peeled off. The plates and the granulations came off with it, be- 
ing as it were, incrusted in it.” 

Mr. Billard,^ from whom this observation is translated, conti- 
nues his remarks staling that we may;,coucludc that there was here 
an unnatural ilevelopinent of the muciparous glands, from their being 
much more numerous than ihey are in the healthy state. It may also 
be remarked that the, membrane was not inflamed, that the intestinal 
tube contaiiHMl a prodigious quantity <if liquid matters almost aque- 

' \)i: la Mt inlirniK, MiHpicubc iiajlrci-inlc'jliniilc, tJ.’, Tali’, 
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ous, and w*hich seemed to constitute what is' chilled the mucous flux; 
and that in fine, the young patient, thougli <lea(i’in a short time, had 
not presented very evident febrile symptoms. 

It is evident to the American reader, that this case of Mr. BillardV, 
had it occurred in this country, would have been named, and is, in 
fact, the cholera infantum. The paucity of his observations prevent- 
ed him from recognising in it the anatomical characters of the d^ease; 
'.for he says the follicles probably are not developed by inflammation, for 
the membrane upon the siirfat^e of which they manifest themselves, 
none of the characters of inflammation laid down in a former part 
The difficulty with Mr. B. howeyer, comes from his not 
m'&King a sufliciont allowance for the difference between the erythe- 
moid or common vascular inflammation, and the follicular irritation 
of the intestinal tube. In the three observations by myself, the indi- 
cations of erytheinoid inflammation are seen to be either absent or 
defective. 

Strange as the assertion or rather suggestion may appear, I am in- 
clined;^ the opinion, that if this follicular inflammation be the pri- 
mal or essential affection in cholera infantum, cases may, and in- 
deed do occur, where the diarrhoea is wanting; and whefe perhaps the 
most striking symptom is convulsions, no doubt arising from the sym- 
pathetic irritation of the brain. The following case, at least, where 
the anatomical characters after death were the same as in the cholera 
infantum, will go to show how far this notion is supported by facts. 

Case V. — Follicular Inflammation of the Colon with Convulsions. 

Examination about twenty four hours after* death . — Present Du* 
Hays, attending physician, and Mr.^TnEODORE Dewkes, stpd^^^iC'of 
medicine. 

Miss P. aged two years, for about three weeks had been disposed 
tp constipation, requiring the use of catliartics frequently. She was 
attended by Dr. Dewees, who informs us that her stools had been 
white with an absence of bile. Eight hours before her death she was 
suddenly seized witjh convulsions which lasted to the end of life. 
Autopsy. Jan. 9/A, 1828.— Exterior aspect, nothing unusual. 

Head. — Brain and membranes natural. , 

Thorax.— Lungs natural; half an ounce of straw-coloured, transpa- 
rent serum in the right pleura. 

Abdomen. — Peritoneum healthy; liver hard aim of a yellowish hue; 
stomach of usual thickness; its mucous membrane couhl be scraped 
off with the finger nail, and w'as of a pearl or sienna colour, inler- 
spersed every fevv lines with small specks of blood of a light pink 
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colour, and not larger thVn the head of a very small pin; the mucous 
membrane was also beared all over with a coat of tenacious mucus, 
and at the left end of the stomach was of a light gamboge colour, 
wliich I atti ibuted to bile dying it. 

"J'hc intestines were distended with flatus and of a light pearl co- 
lour. Nothing pathological could be detected in the small ones, but 
.IP the large, all the muciparous follicles from one end to the other 
seemed to be affected. These follicles were converted into small ^ 
cysts of the transparency and size of the itch vesicle, and on being 
punctured with a needle atfd^pressed, readily gave out their tran^m- 
rent fluid. Their orifices could be seen very reaclily witirtlie asiS&it^ 
ance of a lens, and appeared tube closed generally, but some were 
open and slightly ulcerated; neither could a distinction of colour be 
observed between these orifices and the remainder of the gland, ^ee 
Plate III. fig. 1, (Anat- Museum, A. 102-7.) 

I have now adduced a sufficiency of evidence to excite an inquiry, 
auil perhaps to lead to the conclusion, that cholera infantum is pa- 
thologically a follicular inflammation of the intestinal tube, 

<'d with increased peristaltic motion in most cases, but noi'ln all; 
and in its extreme stages, existing in various sympathies of the dif- 
lernnt organs of the body. In its anatomical characters at least, it 
has a very strong resemblance with the vesicular diseases of the skin, 
and in its extreme stages it seems to progress from the interior to the 
exterior of the bo<ly, showing itself in the mouth by inflammation of 
tlie mucous follicles there, (aphthae,) and on tlie skin by an irritation 
of its follicular system, the appearance of which has been compared 
by Dr. Dcwces to the' vesicles which would be produced by an im- 
mcTrj5t5r: »m>ubcr of minute drops yf scalding water. 

The disease seldom becomes fatal until the sympathies with other 
organs are well established, and the indications of their irritationrbe 
strongly marked by disordered circulation, incessant vomiting, coma 
and convulsions, all of which show the lesion of the organs presiding 
over the great functions of circulation, digestion, sensitiveness, and 
myotility. It is under the advanced stages of the cholera that the me- 
ningeal inflammation of the brain, (hydrocephalus,) is evolved; the 
sympathetic affection being converted from one of mere irritation of 
the arachnoidca, into a pathological change of structure followed by 
effusion. ^ 

Follicular inflammation of the intestines sometimes appears in the 
eleventh year; the following case will prove it. 


' Op <;li. p 
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Cask VI.— /b/Zictz/ar Intestinal Injhehimation. 

May ir/A, 1824. — “ Louis Joui, aged eleven years, of an infirni 
constitution, but having a certain degree of embonpoint, being thrown 
from his horse, his skull was fractured, and he died the next day, 
in the hospital. It could not be ascertained whether he was la- 
bouring under a diarrhoea at the time, or not. • 

Autopsy^ fif^htcen hours after ileatL^Thc, fracture of the skull was 
found extended to the base, aftd there was much eflusion. The lungs 
sound, with some ancient adhesiops'to the thorax. 

^^iObdomelii — Peritoneum sound, the intestines thin and transparent. 
The mucous membrane of the stomach was of a rose colour, Avrin- 
kled, and covered witli a thick layer of mucosity. By scraping it, 
a number of red points became visible, and it contained some bread 
and the skins of stewed apples. 

The antrum pylori was long, yellowish, and marked with a great 
number of small, grayish spots*.^ The mucous villosKics were well 
markj^vthere; the duodenum, and the remainder of tlie small intes- 
tinai'ilabe, was the seat, in places, of a very fine ramiform injection. 
In the inferior third of the ileum, was a cluster of twelve lumbrici 
worms. The large intestine was healthy, and contained a great (juan- 
tity of fluid matter, which w^as yellow, frothy, and moderately odorous; 
at the end of the colon, the feces had a consistence sufiicii*ntly firm. 

In the whole extent of the intestinal mucous membrane, was a 
great number of muciparous glands. They were extremely numerous 
on the duodenum, and occupied both the valves and their inlervals. 
They all had the size of the head of a pin, and^^exhibitecl very visibly 
their excretory orifice. In the jejunum they were moi e but 

they reappeared in great numbers on the ileum, and united tln^m- 
selT;j58 in little masses, and by plates. T,he erreum was covered with 
tho^e glands; ^f|lt the end of the transverse colon lliey became more 
rare, and non^existed in the sigmoid flexure, nor \u the rextum.”*' 

Mr. Billard goes on to remark that the state of tiiiS intestinal tube 
is entirely analogbUsto most of those opened by Ucederer and Wagler.t 

There was evidently here an abundant mucous flux, a remarkable 
whiteness of the mucous membrane, and a marked development ol 
the muciparous glands. Nevertheless, this infant did not die from 

•^Billard, cx. op. cit. p. 420 

j- De Mopb. Mucos. Paris, IS 10. I regret not lKivin.g been to obtain this 
book in the United Statc.s. It a11ii(]e.s to an epidemic wliicli jirevailed iii duct 
tlnj^cn, the violence of which ^ rnis to liave ex[)Iodr(l on tin* intestinal canal, 
aerordinjj to the allie/ions ^^lliel^ I have seen eoneerninn* it 
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1 lu* aH'oction; it appear^ even that he was not incommoded by it during 
lifr, so far as to requTfre repose and care, inasmuch as he received 
uliile working, the wound which caused his death in so short a time. 

There are certain diseases considered as contagious, one of the 
remarkable peculiarities of which is, that when once individuals have 
i;one through them, the charm is dissolved, and they are forever af- 
tei vvanK’ innoxious. Another circumstance worthy of remark is, that 
tliese diseases have their primary scat in the foUicular system, as 
i’or example Ihe small -pox and the chicl^en-pox. They appear occk- 
-.iofjnlly under such doubtful pauses, that the opinion mayj)e 
scmably entertained of their spontaneous production, in^tlie loca]^ 
lies where they a])])ear from time to time. Have we not then mis- 
taken loo frequently this peculiarity of disposition in the organism to 
tall into certain morbid conditions^ for distant sources of contagion^ ,, 
for a pow(‘r in disease as an essential existence to propagate itselfj? " 
like plants or animals, by its seeds, as they are ridiculously called? 
Muy not cholera infantum, as a folli^nlfti- disease of the intestines, 
lie the inevitable lot of every individual of the* human family, un- 
der circumstances of various severity, being mild, scarcely pereef]^- 
ble in some, am? in others being aggravated by the season of the year, by 
Hie I(»cal circumstances of the individual, and by his early infancy? May 
not, ill fact, the whole follicular system of the body be successive]^ un- 
del* (lie necessity, in most individuals, of undergoing inflammation, tfe 
syiupHnns of which will of course vary, according to the functions of 
the part in which the follicles are placed, and give rise apparently to 
diseases having no external analogies? As for example, in the inhe- 
r?:>t follicular inflammations of the skin, we have what is called 
from its vesicular or bijtdder-like appearance^ — ^intheinhe- 
r(‘nt inflaiiimations of the follicles of the intestines, we have whats is 
called a choleia or flux of clpldren, because the bowels are cont^- 
:dly expelling their contents, being too irHtable in moat cases to fe- 
tiiiii them; and is it not perfectly consistent with the liws of induc- 
lion, that when ft similar innate inflammation attacks the folliclee^f 
Hie liachca and lungs, we shall of course have jsymiptoms suited to 
tlie organs assailed ? In fact, what is whooping-cough but an ingenerate 
innammatiou of thc*mucous follicles of the air passages, manifested 
by the immense trans])arent mucous discharges, which are brought 
up by the tea-cupful after a fit of spasmodic coughing r May not 
Hien the tluMiry of contagion rest upon the explanatory tact, that 
till tlig ingenerate iliseascs of the follicular system have been goi^ 
Hirough. Hie iii(li\idual is liable to have them excited b\ such indi- 
viduals are labourinii; iiiidei a similar afl’ection? 
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Art. II. Observations on the Effects of Samuel Heniw 

Dicksox, M. D. Professor of the Institutes and Practice of Medi- 
cine in the Medical College of South Carolina. 

The eftects of heat upon the human constitution have formed the 
subject of many an ingenious essay. It would scorn that very in- 
tense degrees of it may be borne for a short period with entire impu- 
nity at the time, and so far au has been traced witliout any after con- 
sequences of imporlance. Besides the experiments of Blagden, 
*!tu.LET^^bv;.- &c. which are in the hands of every body, the Journals 
oF the day are teeming with the exploits of a M. Martinez, who 
seems to be gifted with powers of endurance similar, if not equal, to 
those of the fabled salamander. But although tliese transient expo- 
sures have been undergone' in the instances alluded to with so little 
inconvenience, it is nevertheless, perfectly well known that the long- 
continued application of high degrees of temperature, will not fail to 
derange every function of the human system, and will ultimately effect 
its destruction. These evils may be brought about in various w'ays, 
according to the circumstances under which the heht is applied, 
the concurring agents which may, at the same time, affect the consti- 
tution, and the predispositions and idiosyncrasies of the individual 
subjected to their influence. *• 

The morbid effects of heat have been divided into the direct and 
indirect. 1 shall confine myself at present to the former, proposing 
to qffer'a few brief practical remarks. Concerning the latter, wc 
have some ingenious and useful observations^ from the pen of I)r. 
James Johnson, who seems to havq watched the diseases 
mates with a most careful and accurate eye, to have delineated their 
prqress with a faitliful and ready pen, and to have reflected upon 
thmr causes, history, and effects, with a philosophical and generally 
correct judgment. On the approach of spring, in our climate, 
wlttn the thermometer, (Fahrenheit’s,) steadily shows a temperature 
of atmosphere in cool, shady, and sheltered places about 76°, the 
heat of the exposed streets, subject as they are, to both radiated and 
reflected heat, may be safely assumed to rise above 90°, ranging, 
pei^ps, as high as 100° or 110°. 

The earlier influences of this season would s^em to be mildly sti- 
mulating, urging to a quicker and freer play of the several functions, 
a|0a more perfect development of animal as avoII as vegetable life. 


* Scr I.ondon rliral (iazetto, for July Utli, 1828. 
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Tlic skill becomes soft and relaxed; the heart beats with rather 
^rreater force, and the extreme vessels with a fuller tide. The 
lluitls of the body are not exempt from the ordinary law of expansion 
.by increment of temperature, and soon come to occupy a larger space. 
Ilenco, if the relaxation of tlie vascular system does not koep pace 
with this expansioiK then is built up a tend^ency to various haetoor- 
rh'igcs from rupture by over-distention. Epistaxis is now common, 
and the menstrual secretion is apt to be poured ( it in a quantity ra- 
ther greater than during the past winter. If hgemorrhagy does not 
take place, a train of other "cjmsequences arise, which desg|;xe our 
bpetial notice. Of these, the principal is head-achufattendeil 
with violent pulsation of the carotids, and productive of great dis- 
tress. Tlic detennination to the brain, and the pressure made upon 
every part of this organ, will occasion restlessness, alternating with 
lieavy drowsiness; a remarkable and oppressive languor; an indispo- 
sition to an incapacity for muscular exertion; almost complete ano- 
rexia, with frcciucnt nausea-— (all dyspeptics suffer at this season 
more than at any other.) Constipation follows, and a disposititm is 
fcu nied to visceral obstructions of varied character, destined to be 
more perfectly*developed by the poisonous influence of the malaria of 
the coming autumn. To obviate these unpleasant symptoms, the 
l.'uicct is a common resort with many, while others prefer the employ- 
ment of certain cathartics, hence referred to under the general 
phrase of spring physic. Either of these means, as experience has 
fully proved, is capable of giving a notable -share of relief, but it 
would not seem to me a matter of entire indifference, whether 
make choice of the oiie*or the other, and I will endeavour to give rea- 
son ihv preference of the catiyirtic here. 

The lancet seems directly indicated under these circumstances hy 
the immediate relief afforded to head-ache, &c. by the bleedings 
the nose, so common at this period. Every physician is familiar wim 
the remark that haemorrhage from any set of vessels, leaves behind it 
when it ceases or is checked, the tendency to its own recurrence, a 
tendency so strong, as in some- instances, to become a matter of 
absolute necessity, and to constitute a portion of the habits of the 
constitution. All haemorrhages, when they proceed to any consider- 
able amount, arc apt to occasion morbid determination to the head. 
This fact, wliich has been demonstrated by repeated experiment, 
may easily be proved. The most violent epileptic convulsions often 
follow, as I have myself seen the recovery from a state of syncope in 
persons not epileptic, who have been bleed to fainting. And how can 
it be otherwise? 'fhe blood within the triangular sinuses of the brain. 
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or rather its incmhiaiies, upon whatever principles the ordinary and 

general venous circulation may be explained te“go on, must be ad- 
mitted to be dependent for its onward motion, on account of tiu* im- 
possibility of any degree of contraction of these vessels, either upon 
the vis a tergo, communicated to the column of arterial blood by tin* 
systole of the left ventricle, or as T rather believe, upon the suction 
exerted on the venous columns by the diastole or expansion of the 
right side of the heart. In either case, the effect will be precisely 
the same. The heart ceasing to beat, or beating feebly, the venous 
coIumpLof blood is checked in its do^fnwavd How, or Hows slowly 
and la^mKly, while the cerebral arteries empty themselves inb) thesi‘ 
vessels by their elasticity and tonicity, qualities not readily affected 
by the state of the system alluded to. The result must evideiitl y he 
an accumulation of blood in the veins and sinuses, a dangerous dis 
tention of those vessels, and an undue pressure exerted upon the sui 
face, and within the substance of the brain. Now it seems to nn* a 
reasonable doubt whether this .condition, although it may ol teu hi* ri' 
covered from, and to all appearahees perfectly, can he renewed and re 
peated from time to time, and we know that the artilieial will ])ecuine 
i matter of as necessary habit as the natural lueniun'hat;c, without the 
most serious injury to the parts concei ned. Will not tin*, vessels be 
come more and more liable to rupture from this re^jeated distention ? 
Wfll the brain continue capable of returning at once, anti readily, to 
the performance of its most important and mostdelicate finiclions, altei 
repeated interruptions of this nature? 1 should believe that there* 
could be no difference of opinion as to the proper answer to tliese in - 
quiries. The cathartic is free from all such objections, arid exhibiis 
also another collateral advantage, w^ich must not be overlouke^U-^’In* 
red globules of the blood seem to contain much of the stimulant (jua 
which fluid is known to possess. It is also perJ’ectly well 
understood ';j^t when lost, they are replaced very slowly; theii 
source is unknown, but wherever manufactured, the supply is only 
adequate to the ordinary demands of the system, and by no means 
keeps pace with any unlooked for draught. Falc and serous blood 
does not excite the organs of circulation to the proper degree, um 
does it rouse sufficiently the peculiar organic sen^bility of the scvei iil 
glands and secreting vess'^’s. The functions of <hc system arc hence 
all performed languidly: even the muscles lose their con trad ile 
power, and their firmness becoming soil, as in blanched veal, and 
locomotion is difficult and fatiguing. 'I'he CiHhar^ic procures a sepa 
ralioii from (hi* blood of Hu- fluid pads, !e^^ iiidispensahle, and more 
easily I eprndueed: aiid b\ the fpiantif y of ^\hieh i< “eea 
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sions be poured out by the e^chalents of the intestinal surl’aee, einp 
Ik'S the vessels no less effectually, leaving behind the pabulum \i1a\ 
the fibrine, and cruor; besides that, in one of these cases, the deter 
.inination created by the remedy, is to the head, and in tlie other, to 
a less delicate part, the intestinal canal. It is evident too, tliat we 
shall gain much b^ a judicioi. > selection of the cathartic proper to be 
employed, taking into due consideration the indications presented. 
If there be a necessity for ])rompt evacuation, the n trid salts arc 
ready and active, or a coinbinati(»n of si>me one of them with a resin- 
ous purgative, (as rhubaib,)»may perhaps prove still more (^ctual. 
Complete and permanent relief is however oesl gained b}j^persevcr- 
ing use of nineties, rather than of any others of the class, perhaps by 
the irritation which they occasion in the lower intestines, and the 
cons('(|i{en1 detcrie/mation of blood to tlie ha3inorrhoidal vessels, tlie 
distention of w hich seems to be in itself, though painful perhaps, an4l 
full «)f inconvenience, yet productive of no cotisec^uences ultimately 
injurious to tin? ciuirtlitulion, and appears to relieve notably the cere- 
bral vc's.^els. , 

But there are, i think, measures by which a prevention of these 
evil ellects of heal may be attained, and a resort to medicine render- 
ed uniK'CCssary. With tins view I would advise a considerable re- 
duolion of the oivlinary winter diet as soon as the weather becomes 
warm. Vegetable aliment slnmld be almost exclusively taken, as be- 
iiig almmlantly nutritious, yet comparatively free from stimulant 
power. It is a conimon error to throw off the winter clothing too early 
and to make too absoluti*. a change in the dress. This should be care- 
fully avoide*!, as iaj»ii and impressive atterations of temperature 
frei|,y'utl^ occur in sjuing; if then the skin becomes constricted, 
and the increasial amount of jrerspiratory exuilatioii is suddenly 
checked, tlie blood must be determined injuriously to the internal 
lisccra. A centrifugal tendency is given to the Iluids by the circum- 
stances of tin' season; we sliould be careful tliat our habits sliould 
not in any manuer oppose themselves to this. 1 am disposed, from 
attentive observation, also to recommend the use of ice and of iced 
water, <lm ing llie heals of spiing and early summer. Cohl applied thii-i 
I lo(A upon as one yf the most effectual as w ell as grati'ful of our to 
jiics — doing away tin* feeling tif vacuity and ^ippression at the sto 
inach, '^o well known to the iitihappy dyspeptic, and orcasionallv 
fell perhaps by eveiy one — relieving all tlie other invgular sensa- 
tions of internal heat ainl irritation, ainl |)rovliig abun<laiil ly diapho- 
M'tic ^ImleeiL I know not a more pioinpt ami certain ^iidoi ilic, wlie 
No. — Krl) ^.1 
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ther in health or disease, than a draught of /atcr as cold as it can be 
taken. 

I am not unaware of the generally received opinion of the dangers 
attending the use of such cold water when the body is heated. I have 
before me at this moment the treatises of Rush and Currie upon the 
diseases occasioned by drinking cold water in warm weather. I might 
content myself by referring to the important discrepancies in their 
statements and their reasonings upon the subject 5 the first attributing 
to the strong contrast or shoclc all the ill eflccts detailed^ the latter, 
whose reasonings are more full and ingenious, yet still not altogether 
satisfactSty ascribing them to a debilitating power exerted on bodies 
already weakened by fatigue and sweating. After due consideration 
of the facts stated by both, we must come I think, to the conclusion, 
that some condition or circumstance essential to the production of 
the evils detailed, has been overlooked or omitted by both ; that is to 
say, that the death in the single case noted by Currie, ami in the si- 
milar cases quoted by him from other authors, and the deaths and 
symptoms recorded by {lush, were not occasioned simply by the drink- 
ing cold water, eithei* when very hot, or while cooling after having 
been much heated. It is to be obscrveil tliat I do not ^loubt or deny 
the danger of applying cold to the surface when in a relaxed state. 
On this point I fully agree with Currie — but this is foreign to our 
present discussion. I have never seen a death from drinking cold 
crater, nor have I been able to obtain any authentic afxfuint of such 
an event having occurred since I have been engaged in the practice 
of medicine in this city. Yet here, if any where, such accidents 
should occur. Immense quantities of ice. and iced fluids arc daily 
consumed here, by persons subjected to the several conditions set 
down both by Rush and Currie as calculated to favour tlic morbid 
influence of the agent in the highest degree. 

I cannot infer positively from Rush’s statement that he himself 
saw and prescribed for any of tlie cases he alludes to. I believe them 
to have been generally cases of insolation, and that being sensible of 
rapidly approaching disease, and at the same time feeling thirst and 
internal heat, the patients were just procuring relief when overtaken 
by sudden death. I know of no examinations ma^e of such bodies af- 
ter death, but entertain no doubt that they would be found for the 
most part, if not always distances of apoplexy. 

In July, 1823, a carpenter, a mulatto, while at work near the top 
of a house, felt himself giddy and ill. He came down as hastily as 
he could, grasped at some water, drank it eagerly, and fell* down 
senseless and without motion. The water had been kept in the build- 
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ing some time, and was 'of the warmth of the air or very little below 
it — ^about 80° of Fahrenheit This fellow was bled, &c. and recover- 
ed, and now lives hemiplegic. Many persons who were speculating 
about him when l.saw him first, and who universally attributed the 
attack to the water he drank, were much puzzled by its high tempe- 
rature, the coincidence would have been satisfactory, though entirely 
• decej)live, had it been cold well or spring water. Rush tells us that 
punch, beer, and even toddy, when drunken under * .e same circum- 
stances as cold water, have all been* known to produce the same 
morbid and fatal effects. * jriiis I readily believe, and my^further 
affirm that most of the cases in which there was eveu^file slightest 
colour of suspicion, attached to the swallowing of cold drinks as the 
cause of the attack, toddy or punch and not water had been the me- 
dium employed. Yet I must not be understood to say that all in- 
stances of this nature occur exclusively among the intemperate; they 
are chiefly of such, yet exceptions are now and then met with. 

Few suinmcis pass without exhibiting in our city cases of the kind 
above alluded to under the title of insolation*. Exposure to great heat 
is of itself undoubtedly capable of stimulating the heart to violent 
action, and by clieniical expansion of the fluids contained within the 
vessels, as well as by morbid excitement of the vital powers, occa- 
sioning the ill effects included among the several forms of apoplexy — 
the sudddh deaths attributed iu common phraseology to ‘‘stroke of 
the sun,” (coup de solcilj — and when acting in rather less intensity, 
giving rise to phrenitis, vertigo and severe head-aches, inflammatory 
fever. 

The month of June* 1824, set in pleasantly cool; on the 8th and 
9th however, Fahrenheit’s thermometer rose to 88° and 89°. After 
this there was a prevalence for some time of easterly winds, without 
rain, (luring wliich the temperature was as low, (on the 19th,) as 76.° 
From the 22d of the month the winds were steadily from the south- 
west and west, and the atmosphere dry and cloudless. The heat re- 
gularly increased, the thermometer rising every day to 90° or near 
it, until the 29th, when it was at 94°; on the 30th it was above 98° 
at 3 P. M. in my piazza, which was well sheltered from the sun. 
When hung undei*a tree in the street and in the shade, it rose to 
103°, being protected also, as fm* as might be, from reflected heat; it 
rose as high as 150° when exposed directly to the sun and to reflec- 
tion from the earth. These excessive heats however declined from this 
time.. On the 1st of July it was 94° at 11 A. M. which, contrary to 
what usually occurs, was the hottest hour of that day. It ranged about 
90° until the 7th, when we had a severe storm of rain, wind, and hail. 
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Our CiiA LMKits, wifli his usual good sense remarks, that keep- 
iiig a tliermoinefer in the shade only, wc discover no more than tiu, 
greatest coolness in the air, but it in nowise points out that degree 
of heal wliicli those sustain who are obliged to be much abroad in the 
day/’ And it is with these latter, our chief if not exclusive concern 
must be under these circumstances, in a medical point of view. 

I'he greatest heat which (Mialiners noted here was in 1752, during 
which year the thermometer rose in May to 93°, in June + j 92°, in 
July to 101°, and in August tu 96°. Dr. Linino declares the wea- 
ther to^ve been warmer in J738 than h« ever knew it in Charles- 
ton. InthV^beginniiig of August, the thermometer, he says, rose for 
some days successi\ely to 98° in the shaded air, at or about 2 o’clock 
in the afternoon^ the rest of the summer he tells us was more tempe- 
rate. On this occasion, we are intormed, several persons died ot 
aj)0])lexies.” 

It is probable that the summer of 1752 was somewhat im»re distin- 
guished for its high degrees of heat than even the remarkable one ol 
1824, as it was undoubtedly for the long continuance of this elevat- 
ed temperature^ij Yet certain circumstances must be allowed for, 
which, when duly considered, w'ill lessen somewdiat tlu^’appareiit dis- 
parity. Dr. Chalmers resided, as T am informed in the alley, wdiich, 
until its widening a I'ew^ years since, bore his name. Somewhat crook 
ed, it was not wide enough to allow’ of free ventilalion, yet, undei 
our almost vertical sun w'as not shaded; ol coui*se, willi so much re- 
llcctioii of heat, and a stagnation ot air, there must liave beeii in this 
residence a concentration or accumulation of heat above tlmt of the 
opener streets of the city. ‘ 

The statemeni given of the thenm^metrical observations, for 1824, 
vyastaken either in rooms on the ground-tloor, well shatled and ven- 
tdated, or in my piazza; positions coolm* by two or three ilegives 
than any other parts ol my house, and cooler, it woubl iip])e:jr, tliaii 
almost any part of the city. We luive*iio register ui' the thermoim* 
ter, so far as I am aware, taken out of Chariestoii, S. C. during the 
past century. In 1824, w e know it to have been as high, at Watter- 
borough, as 105°, and in Columbia, Chcraw% and several (dlier ])Uices, 
as 103° and 104°, in the shaded air. It is siiiguUr that this writer, 
(Chalmers,) though usuall > minute as well as accurate, does not 
speak of any particular eilects of the "heat of 1 752, Avhile Cixinc; tells 
us of several deaths Irom apoplexy, in 1738, a more t(‘in|)erate sea- 
son. James Johnson rates the general heat of tin t^ki.st Indian sum- 
mer, at from 80 to 100°, (K.dir. ) TUv sirocco, ii is said, raises the 
ibei moinettM', on the Italian ''hoi-e'^ ol tin* Mrditt'n’niiean, to 112' , bn 
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Ways (o2;etlior5 the effects (tl' this heated air upon the subjects of i<s 
inftueiice, are groat depression of spirits, and prostration of the di • 
g(\slivc powers, that persons who venture to cat a hearty supper 
are ^en found (lead next morning.” 

During the continuance of the hot weather of 1824, as described 
above, many sudden deaths occurred in our city, which maybe with 
propriety spoken of under the general head c»f insolation, coup dc 
soleil. Ol Miis affection there are many degrees of vioLiico and in- 
tensity, iVom slight vertigo, languor, and nausea, to insiant death, 
so immediate as not to allow t)^any kind of assistance. ^ 

[ would, however, divide the cases into two classes, wl^Vchmaybe 
I learly and obviously sej)arated from each other. They might be 
distinguished by the terms apoplectic and phrenitic, or, following 
the plnaseology of Skriiks, cerebral and meningeal; tlu; first proba- 
bly de[)eiiding on nr occasioned by venous congestion in the brain, 
the in'ominent symptoms being those produced by mere pressure, 
eiilier vascular oi extra-vascular. The latter consisting in arterial 
determination and fulness. I must state with great regret that it 
Avas not permitted me to verify the pathology here giv(?n, by an ex- 
amination orapf)eaiaiices post mortem; but a description of the two 
M‘ts or cases will, I think, suffice to establish the reasonableness of 
ihe disfundions laid down. 

The apoptectic hn ni usual occurred in persons somewhat advanced 
in years, of the make so well known as (diering a predisposition to such 
an altock: cor|)ulenl, with short neck, &c. They fell, after exercise and 
exposure, senseless and motionless, 'fhe breathing was stertorous; 
tiiV pupil of ihc eye insAisible to light; the skin usually as hot, but 
!!(» hotter, Jhan llie natural standaj^d; the pulse full and slow. Unless 
viu y spe<Ml y assistance was brought, death ensued in an hour or two. 
ir sense and motion wore, by Jhe application of proper means, re- 
jdored, it was observed that one side was more or less affected per- 
manently, and Ihe jmlient, if he ircovered, recovered hemiph^gic. 

Plirenilic and ilieningeal insolation was far less fatal than the form 
which has l)cen (h^scribed. It occurred in younger people, and was 
often more clearly the immediate consec)ueiice of recent intem- 
perance in the use #)f ardent spirits. These fell at first without 
sense or nndlon, but became after a while very restless, tossing their 
limbs, ami groaning mueh. The breathing w^as not always stertorous; 
Ihe pulse generally quick and hard, the face flushed, the eyes red, 
Ihe skip piingcntly hot. If timely aid was procured, a laige propoi 
lion (d' tliem ivcovered. When arous'd from their stupor, tliev wmibl 
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be found to be delirious, occasionally in J state of furious mania, at- 
tacking those about them, or alarmed and calling loudly for help. 
They uHimately recovered, if they got well witliout paralysis. In 
both forms great paleness of the face, and feebleness of the jmlst 
sometimes occurred, and were signs of the most extreme danger. In 
both, the eyes were at first insensible to light: 1 did not notice that tlie 
pupil was regularly contracted or dilated in either; being in both con- 
ditions in each form of the attack. 

Little need be said of tin! treatment instituted. The lancet was 
of comse much employed. In the apdl)lectic foirni, the pulse being 
full and slow, tliere can be no objection to moderate bleeding; one 
obvious caution should, however, be attended to. In a state of ab- 
solute syncope, or a very near approach to it, the sinuses and veins 
of the brain must be of necessity overcharged with blood, which can- 
not enter the cavities of the heart, now (juiescent or nearly inactive. 
If we believe wdth many physiologists, that the suction-powder of the 
right side gives an onw^ard motion to the blood in the veins, w e must 
perceive that while the cerebral arteries, by their tonicity and elas- 
ticity, are pressing forward their contents, tlie sinuses, which from 
their form and structure cannot exert any such agency, must be fill- 
ed and distended, detaining the blood in tlie smaller veins which 
empty into them. If, with others, we believe the venous blood to be 
driven forward by a vis a tergo, the apparent difficulty and danger 
are little if at all lessened. Respiration being laboured and slow, 
the blood does not readily reach the left side of the heart; tlie pUrtial 
current which attains that ventricle is sent into the arteries, which 
pass it onwards, oppressing more and more tlie nervous system, ae- 
nied relief by the clogged and full, condition of the pulm/>nary ves- 
sels and right side of the heart. The pressure upon the brain then, 
by blood within the veins, must be greatest just when syncope takes 
place. I have already mentioned the convulsions, quasi epileptic, 
under these circumstances, in individuals free from that dreadful 
disease, and in watching apoplectics while bleeding from an open 
vein, I have satisfied myself that this was the precise morneht of the 
supervention of paralysis; probably the precise moment of the rupture 
of some overcharged and burthened vessel, amh the substitution of 
extra-vascular for i’ii.a-vascular pressure: the latter always hopeful 
and remediable, and comparatively innocent; the former invariably 
injurious and in the highest degree dangerous to life, if not absolutely 
HR irremediable evil. 

In the meningeal or phrenitic I did iiof in the fii '^t instance einjiloy 
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^ the lanctt> All that couljl be hoped for from this useful iiistruiiient 
at 4.his period was as perfectly, easily and surely effected by cold af- 
fusions. lie who has not learned the efficacy of this simple remedy 
in cerebral affections, generally may add an important agent to his 
list. The patient being raised to a sitting posture, cold water should 
be poured from the height of a lew feet upon his head. The flushed 
face will become pale, the hard, quick pulse will sink to a mere 
thrcjid, and the coma and stupor will rapidly subside. Again and 
again the symptoms returning ^\ill call /or a repetition t‘f the affu- 
. sloij. 1 saw in one day five persons in the si+uation above desciibed, 
throe of wliom recovered entirely under tliis simple means o^ure. 
If the recovery was not thus complete, and mania and phrenitis su- 
pervened, the cases Avere for the most part manageable, but now a 
free use of the lancet became necessary, and purgatives of the mo^t 
active power wore demanded. I'he number of deaths from apoplexy 
and insolation, (for the caption is thus separated in um* bills of mor- 
tality,) Avere. in 1824, no less than thirty-four, adding those under the 
head of “ sudden death;” among adults, almost demonstrably atlri- 
bulable to the same causes, four; gives us an aggregate of thirty-eight. 

Tli(‘ m*arcst j^iproach to this harge number Avas in 1823; the amount 
however being mucli less — it was twenty-five. In 1822 it Avas but 
eleven. In 1827, tlie weather being hot, not more than fourteen. 

Such as have been detailed are some of the primary and more im- 
mediate effects of the application of higli atmospheric temperatures 
to the system. Heal expands the fluids, and stimulates the solids. 
It is a natural consequence of thif: latter influence, that after a time 
a general relaxation of tAie system should eilfeue. The functions are 
performed Avith less vigour, the vital powers lose somcAvhat of their 
energy, aiicl a universal languor pervades the animal frame. The ap- 
petite is less keen, the digestion slower ^nd less perfect, and often 
attended Avith perceptible degTces of febrile irritation. The secre- 
tions from the intestinal mucous surfaces, as from the external sur- 
fiice of the body, iire poured out in greater abundance than at other 
times; hence diarrhoea, cholera, simple dysentery; dyspeptics suf- 
fer much, and all are occasionally dyspeptics. The least intemper- 
ance in eating, or iny^roper indulgence, being followed by greater or 
less gastric disorder. 

But Avintcr comes at last to give tone to the relaxed solids, to con- 

♦ Inflammatory action cannot instantly commence, though its ultimate &u])cr~ 
vention is to be dreaded and expected. Loss of blood is no prevention of in- 
flammation, (which comes on as readily in the Aveak as in the strong,) althougli 
the most important of our means of cure. 
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dense the expanded fluids, to invigorate th^ mind and the body. For 
these? changes we arc gradually and imperceptibly prepared. The 
cool nights, and foggy mornings of autumn, which become so dan- 
gerous from careless exposure, by gentle and repeated sliocks entice 
us to the use of more giiarde<l clothing, remind us to close our win- 
dows and doors against the ingress of their chilling and damp air, 
and at last, on the approach of frost, we are found drawn round the 
evening fireside, and enveloped in woollen garments. 

Let the poet sing of the monotonous charms of his ever-during 
spring; the philosojiher and the physiologist cannot c(»ase to adiuiK** 
the w^om uhich instituted the system of perpetual change, and 
which gave all nature to exult in, and revive by tliose very coidiasN 
of condition, which to the eye of a careless observer a]>peai' harsh and 
shocking to liej*. 


\ixT.\W>—Cafic. of Jimnesia. By Samukl Jacksox, M. I>. Assislan. 

to the Professor of the Iristilutes and Praclice of Medicine and 

Clinical Practice in the University of IVniisylvaiiia. 

Physiology ami patiudogy lend a mutual aid in advancing tiuni 
progress. Physiological facts, by establishing the natural or healthy 
structure and functions of our organs, instruct us in tlieir morbiil con 
<lition, and indicate the methods by whicli it is to be repairetl. Pa 
thological facts, accurately observed and clearly didailed, mirighten 
us on the physiological stale of our organs, ivm\ tend to the eliiciOe 
tion of their ofiices when they are unknown. It has been correctly 
observed, that pathological facts afe experiments performed b> nn 
ture, and when they are comprehended, arc less liable to deception, 
than those proceeding from the violent' means rcc^uired by art. It 
must, however, be acknowledged that disease is so seldom conlini'd 
to a single organ, especially when, in an a|)paralus of oigans, llu^y 
arc grouped together in a small space, that it is diflicult to avoid fall 
ing into error, and not to confound the results of one organ with what 
actually belongs to another. 

Our knowledge ol the encephalic organs is wanting in speciality; 
general conclusions uave been aiTiv.?d at, tlirougli the medium of e\' 
periments, of pathological observations, and the study of individual 
peculiarities. Fu this way it is known that tlicy ai*e the seats or or 
gans of the intellectual faculties; of sensation; of locomotion; ?ind tli(‘ 
expressions; and the </em'i*al location of tlu'se functions is dcteriuin- 
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eel witii some accuracy. i is a question vet to he dccideil, ulieiher 
J.lie intellectual and moral faculties have for fheir various modifu a 
tions distinct organs, or have the brain us a coniinon organ in whirls 
the different faculties may be displayed. Tliis question is to be 
mainly resolved, it is most probable, by a careful attention to tlie in^ 
tcllectual phenomena in a inorbicl state. In this view, thefollowing 
ease, it appears to me, is deserving to be placcMl on record. 

The Rev. Mr. R. the subject of this case, is aged fi. y-cight years; 
he is of the sanguine temperament, ruddy com|)lcxion, ■ight-coloured 
hair and eyes, and has lately manifested a strong tendency to obesity; 
his liealth for many years has? been excellent; he is not siltoject to 
head-ache, or to any nervous symptoms. His intellecfual faculties 
arc of a high order, but have not been as actively employed as for- 
merly, and he has experienced some mental anxiety: his temper is 
placid, with a disposition bordering on gaiety. 

On the 5th of September last, early in the morning, he awoke .with 
head-ache, after a restless night. He had, the preceding evening, 
bi‘cn exposed lo the night air, which had lowered in temperature, and 
perspiration, which was usually copious, received a sudden check, 
fie took soine,castor oil, which acted freely in a short time, after 
which he again laid ilovvn. About eleven o’clock, the Rev- Mr. H. 
who resides in th(» same dwelling, went into his room to inquire re- 
speding his luialtli, and was surprised to find Mr. R. could not an- 
surf* his questions. Alarmed at this circumstance, he immediately 
lequested me to visit Mr. R. 

1 found niy ])ationt in bed, evidently in the full possession of his 
senses, Init incapable uttering a word. - 1 examined the tongue, 
and ascertained it was not paralysed, but could be moved in every 
direction.* All my questions perfectly comprehended, and an- 
swered by signs; and it could be plainly seen, by the smile on the 
countenance, after many in(9fiectual attempts to express his ideas, 
lhat he was himself surprised and somewhat amused at his peculiar 
siiu.ilion. 

The face at this time was flushed, tlie pulse full and somewhat 
slow', and lo my inquiries if he siiftered pain in the head, he pointed 
lo the front of his forehead as its seat. 

1 directiMl hot w'aler to be brought in a bucket, for a pediluviuui, 
and made preparations to draw' l^ood. Mr. R. exhibited at this time 
a strong desiri* to speak, alid, after a greal many inetlcctual ellorts, 
emleavoiired lo make me comprehend his meaning by signs. Kind 
ing I (Toulfl not umlersland him. he made a sign thal he w'f>uld write. 
When furnished willi piMi umI papei, Ih' allomnled lo ronvoy liis 
No. VI,— Kid) 
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meaning, lju< 1 saw lie could not recall woiys, and that he had writ- 
ten an unintelligible phrase: it was “ Didoes doe the doe.’** 

Forty ounces of blood were drawn from the arm, and before the 
operation was completed, speech was restored, though a difficulty 
continued as to the names of things, which could not be recalled. 
The bleeding and pediluvium produced some faintness, and he was 
placed in bed. 

The loss of speech appearing to recur again, in fifteen minutes, tcMi 
ounces more of blood were abstracted, and sinapisms apjilied to tin* 
arms, legs, and thighs, alternately: the skin became moist and the 
head-a^A^ was relieved. 

Mr;iL ndw coininunicated to me, that when he made the atleiiipi 
to write, he had intended to inform me he had already used a toot 
bath, and I might see the floor still wet, where the water hail been 
spilt. 

The sleep that night was disturbed by uneasiness anil ihrobliiiig in 
the head, which disappeared in the course of the (5th, and no fiii thei 
return of the affection has occurred. 

In an analysis of this case, we are presented with the following 
facts: 1st. Sudden suppression of the culanoous Iran sjnrati fin, suc- 
ceeded by cerebral irritation and determination of blood to the Inain; 
2d. frontal pain immediately over the eyes; 3d. perfect inl(‘giity 
of the sensations and voluntary movements; 4th. the general ope- 
rations of the intellect undisturbed; ideas formed, combined and#Dm- 
pared; those of things, of events, of time, recalled without difficulty: 
5th. loss of language, or of the faculty of conveying ideas by words, 
though not by signs: this defect was not confined to spoken language, 
but also extended to written language. 

The inferences to be drawn from4;hese facts, arc, 1st, tli.it as Ihe 
cerebral irritation produced no general affection or disturbance of the 
functions of the brain, it was local or limited; and 2d, as loss of lan- 
guage was the only functional derangement of Ihe intellectual i'acul 
ties, that faculty must have been connected with the portion of the 
brain, the seat of the irritatiop; and 3d, that an organ of laiiguugt* 
exists in the brain. 'Fhis case lends a strong confirmation to tlu^ ge 
neral truth of the doctrines of Phrenology. 
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^RT. IV. Reports of citses treated in the Baltimore Alms-house In- 
firmary. By Thomas H. Wright, M. D. Physician to the Insti- 
tution. 

It has been occasionally noticed by writers oibdropsy, that tliere 
soinetimes occurred in such cases, a termination by sudden death, 
•when the cases did not exhibit any thing on which tl ^ presumption 
of such an eviuit, at the time, could be rested. The instances of 
sudden death in dropsical cases, havc^cen remarked to occur much 
more frequently in the hydfothoracic form of effusion than ii^gaiieral 
dropsy, with ascites and anasarca predominating, amf it has been 
lurdier remarked that sudden death not only often ensued to drop- 
sic's, which wore running a course that could not be controlled by 
medical management, but that the same event had sometimes inter- 
vened most unexpectedly shortly after an apparent cure of dropsy, 
(particularly of the hydrothoracic species,) and when the patients 
<eeiiied to he making rapid progre^ in convalescence. 

It has been attciinpted to explain this untoward accident, by pre- 
suming the existence of such eventual accumulation of fluid, either 
in tiu'. pericardium or sacs of the pleura pulmonalis, as by pressure, 
to overwhelm the contractile energy of the heart, or from the same 
cause, to extinguish the capacity of the lungs for expansion necessary 
10 life; in *ei tiler way, causing death by a species of suffocation. 

It is certainly possible that in one, or both the modes suggested, 
the general and pulmonary circulation, as well as the function of respi- 
ration, may have been sometimes fatally .embarrassed in advanced 
Tlropsy. But it is by no means clear, how such a cause of embar- 
rassmeiit^should be suddenly fatal, as from its mode of action, it must 
necessarily be gradual in its effect, and most probably attended by 
certain premonitions of its tendency, some time antecedent to the de- 
cisive result. Such a cause, moreover, seems verj^ little fitted to 
('xplain the occasion of sudden death, in those cases where it has en- 
sued after the signs of dropsy have been removed so far as to permit 
nearly complete relief to all the functions which had been impaired 
or impeded by the previous disease. 

The pathology Just referred to— namely, fatal pressure on the 
heart or lungs by accumulated ^uid, has been considered unsatisfac- 
tory, and iiisuHicicnt to explain the phenomenon which it proposed to 
solve. A diffeient rationale has been founded, partly on analogy 
witli tlie cause of sudden death in some other forms of disease, and 
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partly on Ihcls occ asionally disclosed by dissection in some suddenly 
fatal cases of dropsy. Ossification of the valves of the heart, (at tire 
root of tlie great trunks,) or of the coronary arteries, has been found 
in some such cases, and a general argument has been deduced from 
those cases of the same, or some other state of dcgeneresccnce of the 
great organ of ciriulation, as the true cause of the abi-upt termination 
of the functions of life during the course of dropsy, or soon after its 
apparent removal. 

The inference here attempted to be established on analogy, or on 
the degeneration of sti-ucture noticed in a few instances, is not well 
sustaiiftd as the only, or even the coniinon cause of the incident to 
which it is ‘applied. Such degeneration may be, and probably is, 
often associated with dropsy, (especially hydrothorax,) occurring in 
advanced life; perhaps a similar morbid state of the main instruments 
of circulation is sometimes the immediate or efficient cause of dropsy 
itself ensuing in old age. But dropsy is a disease of all periods of 
life, and is well known to owe its existence to conditions of tlie sys- 
tem, and derangements of certain organs and functions, which de- 
rangements, there is no reason ta suppose, were in any degi cc the 
consequence of positive defect or permanent changj' of structure, 
either in the principal organ, or other part of the vascular system. 
The coiiiiiiun fault of a part of the circulating system, to which 
dropsy in its various forms is consequent, is error of action, not vice 
of structure. There is not necessarily associated with dnJpsy, in tlie 
general, such impair of any of the constituent textures, as to prevent 
ultimate restitution of health, with complete and perfect integrity oi 
all the organisation and functions; and no reason can be derived 
from the nature of dropsy why it may not go to a fatal issue withoiil 
sensible organic lesion, or any other final cause of that c\<%iit than a 
change of action and ultimate loss of natural office in a particulai 
function or set of functions, indispensable to life. It is known, that 
from whatever^impulse the tendency to hydropic action may have 
been devolved on the serous tissues, it is finally to derangement and 
loss of fun^on in the instruments of elaboration and nutrition, we 
are to look for the general and usual cause of death in dropsy. In 
such cases, actions of waste predominate over those of repair, in a 
constantly increasing inverse ratio. An extensive set of instruments, 
the capillary series oi exhalation, intended naturally to elaborate from 
the circulating inas», a proportion fitted to maintain the equipoise of 
the wIjo!^ to prevent congestions, and pn^serve a particular coiuli- 
tion of contiguous parls are furred inio exce.'.s, and perhaps In some 
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ilegree i:hange of action, l)y wliicli they make an undue demand on 
die general stock of Aiaterial of alimentation, ^ and finally involve 
the constitution in serious or fatal difiicultics, both by the general 
impoverishment, and the incumbrance devolved on important or- 
gans, by tlic amount of deposit eventually accumulated under the 
continued state of super-excretion, or what may perhaps not im- 
properly be termed a kind of universal serous extravasation. Ossifi- 
'cadoii or other structural transformation in the heait, valves, or 
tiliiics of the great vessels, may be casually present in some hydropic 
rases, and may involve liabijity to sudtlen death in the course of the 
disease. But such complicfl.tion is accidental, and comparatively 
r ar e, and numerous instances of sudden death have occurred from 
dropsy, in which no deviation from natural structure could be found 
111 any part of the vascular system. 

In tlie advanced and mature stages of dropsy, when the powers ol 
<h(* constitution begin to fail seriously under the accumulating em - 
barrassments of the ilisease, and the fatal crisis is near at hand, it 
frequently happens that the functions of the brain betray the most 
prominent form of oppression and danger. Symptoms of cerebral 
congestion ari^e; a tendency to stupor comes on; or complete coma 
ensu(‘s, siinulaling very much the common signs of apoplectic in- 
vasion. This stale of thcHensorium may arise from more than one 
cause. Eitlier the hydropic action may have been assumed by the 
delicate serous tissue of the brain, and the sensorial functions be 
ovei’whclnieil by ellusion, or what perhaps is more usually the case, 
the appearances of apoplectic disorder result from sympathy of the 
brain with the failing (jtticc of respiration.- Serous engorgement of 
tlie, lungs^ — anasarca pulmonum, is often the ultimate consequence 
of hydrothorax, and of geneal dropsy fiilly matured, and pervading all 
the serous and cellular textures. This state of the lungs embarrasses 
the pulmonary circulation, and unfits the lungs themselves for that 
oflice of elaboration which is indispensable to the healthy excitement 

* rlie vitlalc'd or effete state of tlie blood in advanced dropsj|^ not mainly 
tlepcndenl on the dr^n of ite wateiy parts hy exhalation, for its aqueous consti- 
tuent ^generally superabounds in proportion to the duration and maturity of the 
iliscasc. 11 is of course, to imperfection in the digestive economy, we must 
refer the altered constitution and obvious impoverishment of blood in confirm- 
ed and clironic dropsy. An altered state or office of some of the organs devoted 
to this function, may have been a primary occasion of the dropsical diathesis, 
or the digestive organs may have fallen into error and disability during the 
progrojrs of flropsy, dcvelo])ed from causes nrigiiially invading the health of other 
svsl( ms. 
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i>f the wlidle sj^steiii, and the defect of which is felt first ami most 
sensibly in the vital economy of the brain. • The bronchial tubes and 
colls being loade<l by effusion, and encumbered by interstitial de- 
posit, gradual suffocation results, preceded by abolition of sense, 
coma, &c. from diminution of sensorial and vital energy in the 
brain and nervous system, which diminution will be then in the 
direct ratio of the imperfection or inefficiency of the function of res- 
piration''^ 

The symptoms of cerebral congestion in dropsy, a short time ante- 
cedent to death, have been also sometimes referred to a species of me- 
chanb^ intpodiment of the cerebral circulation. It is supposed that 
in COiiiibqnence of the failing power of the heart, and almost extin- 
guished play of the lungs, together with the encumbrance of exces- 
sive serous iidiltration, the venous return circulation of the head may 
undergo a kind of stasis, or be greatly retarded; that the sinuses of 
the brain hence become engorged, and the functions of the organ ex 
tinguished by congestion and pressure. Some truth, perhaps, min- 
gles ^ih the nfew conjectuie, on which this pathology rests in the 
general. venous, as well as the arterial system, is commonly 

very greatly impoverished in advanced chronic dro[)s;'^, and a nearly 
equal balance of those systems is usually preserved. Hut in drop- 
sies of rapid development, occurring in Constitutions plethoric and 
robust, where the excitement is tumultuous, tending to early loss of 
balance in the systems; to local determinations, and sudden collapse^ 
in such instances, and only in such instances, strongly-inarkod synip* 
toms of congestion, may {perhaps < admit the illustration 'wliich the 
theory contemplates. . 

The following case supplies a satisfactory explanation ot' one of 
the causes of sudden deaths ^nsuin^ to hydrothorax, aftef the signs 
proper to tjhat form of dtopsy were no longer perceptible, and when 
the case seefecA to have put on the character of decided convalescence. 

• llcfcrcnce is here mad^c to tliat somewhat sudden extinction of sense and 
motion, with^f^por, &c. which occuLonaUy ensues to dropsy at its maximum of 
evolution; a state luually preceded by i^boruifU^jUid imperfect breathing, with 
that Hvid hue of face and skin, which teila^sdil^y of disabled pulmonary cir- 
culation and its consequences. It is this state, of which, tin; defective sensorial 
exoitemeni alluded to, is supposed to be consequent or concomitant. Tlierc is 
still a third mode, (besides cerebral effii^ion or pulmonary engorgement,) in 
which the nAfcr sudden failure of the sensorial ffinctions may occur in mature 
dropsy, a^pflRyt that mode in which the same functions commonly give way in 
almost affirms of protracted disease, approximating their fatal crisis U stale (»f 
vullapse and j)nsUi\c e’^h.iustion. 
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(*ASR \.*^Hydrothorax^ Partial Jlscites^ and f!;reM hiJUlrafion nj 
flic l^wer J5?a?/rcmi7ic^-^-ACharles O’Neal, labourer, aged fort}? -seven, 
was admitted into the Baltimore Alms-house Infirmary, June 2()th, 
1827. The symptoms of thoracic and general dropsy had commenced 
four months antecedent to admission, and were consequent on cold* 
fatigue, and long exposure to wet, in the laborious occupation oJ' 
ditching, at which he had been employed the greater part of the pre- 
ceding winter. The difficulty of breathing was now gteat, with ina- 
bility to lie down; cough inconsiderable, slight fever, no acute paiii, 
bowels torpid, and urine scanty. * 

This patient was put on i\\(f use of a bitter cathartic infusiqur^en- 
tiari, senna, supertartrite of potash, aqd aromatics— wh&h kept^the 
bowels freely soluble, and increased the secretion of urine^ bqt^with'* 
out sensible alleviation of the symptoms of hydrothovax. The breath- 
ing continued anxious, difficult, and crepitating, and the inabili^ to 
lie down for more than a few moments, remained as at first. The 
infusion was continued, with the addition' of a- diuretic compound: 
(inc't. digitalis, ol. terebinth, and spi nit. exhilfited along witli the 
cathartic draught. The purgative and diuretic efEsets the combi- 
nation were vc^ry considerable, and both the ascites , knd anasarca 
u'ore greatly reduced. No favourable impression, however, was made 
on IIk; hyilrothoracic ailection, and the agents hitherto employed were 
laid aside. 'I'he after-treatment consisted of a liberal use of solution 
of cream of tartar sweetened with molasses, in a draught of which 
Avas occasionally exhibited the following diuretic compound, fccula 
of elateriuiii, two grains, tinct. scill. and oxymel colchici, each half 
aji iiunce, in four ounces of solution of acetate of potash; dose, two 
to three drachms, pro re nata. The salutary operation of those agents 
soon became manifest, and was very explicit. In five or six days 
after adopting the latter course, the respiffttion became easy, mea- 
sured, deep, and inaudible, having lost ail crepitation. The breai^t 
was also now more distinctly resonant to percussion, and recumbency 
was practicable without inconvenience. 

1( was about the first of August, six wedcs alter admission, that 
the propitious circumstan^C^/just recorded' occurred, and gave such 
indications of amendment, as seemed to remove all cause of appre- 
lionsion for the present. On entering the infirmary* sixth of August, 
it gave me great pleasure to iiotftfe this patient, dressed and sitting 
on his be«l, with a countenance strongly expressive of the ease and 
comfort of bis pre'^c'nl b'elings, contrasted with his distress foi’ many 
ucoks piec^'dini;. Ili^ lemark^ weie full of cnnlideiice in his agree 
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able sensations, and exultation at the prospect of prompt and pei l’ec I 
recovery. Two hours after leaving the infii'Wafy, I was called to i <;- 
lurn there in haste, on information that O’Neal had been sci/.ed witli 
a fit. In a few minutes from his attack I was at his bedside, and he 
was without a sign of life. 

1 was- at a loss to account for the catastrophe in this case, and lu^ 
conjectures hesitated between the presumption of lesion in the brain, 
or sudden extinction of the heart’s action, from conccntrateil dropsj 
of the pericardium. 

Dissection^ a few hours qftir liead was first examined. 

The.dttra mater presented nothing uncommon, except a degree oJ 
hunu^y, greater than occurs in the natural states the proper tunics 
of the brain were also overspread by a very sensible quantity of thin 
serous fluid, constituting a remarkable dampness of the surface, 
rather than any positive collection of fluid, tlioiigli the amount much 
exceeded the natural halitiis with which tlie parts arc bedewed. 
There was some degree of engorgement of the superficial sinusi^s ol 
the brain, but no mark of inflammation of the tunics. Cutting away 
the medullary substance cautiously down to the lateral vmdricles. 
they were found very much enlarged, as if recently greatly distend 
cd, but were at this time quite empty. On prosecuting the dissec 
tion below the level of the tentorium, the fourth ventricle, die lieail 
of the medulla spinalis'and whole base of the brain were inundated 
by water, which, when the head was depressed, flowed out to amoiini 
of five or six ounces. 

On referring now to the enlarged and empty state ol' the lateral 
ventricles, it seemed apparent tliat the fluid found upon the base ol 
the brain had been first accumulated in the lateral ventricles; had re 
maitifed there for an uncertain tiifie without serious conocquences, 
and at last by forcing the valvular defence, and the pulj)y closure ol 
the passage leading to the fourth ventricle, had dropped suddenly 
upon that cavity, and by rupture of the ventricle, (at Us thin, ifd'e 
rior surface,) was effused upon the medulla oblongata, ami into flu' 
spinal canal. Pressure to a great degree thus suddenly made on the 
origin of the most important nerves of life, seems fully ade 

quate to explain the total extinction of sensorial function with the 
nearly instant death that ensued in the case of this patient. In the 
thorax, the sacs of the picune, and Jthc pericardium, there, was very 
little effu^on; nor was there any obvious morbid state oj'the heart it 
self, or about the origin of the great ves. ds. 

The eifeumstam es attending this case, its moile ol termination. 
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and the facts disclosed by examination, tendins: to render that mode 
gf termination intelligrtilfe, all seem to point to a certain inference in 
the present, and in relation to similar cases. They lead to the con- 
clusion, tliat in dropsical disease, while effusion is going on in the 
serous and cellular textures of the great cavities and general body, a 
similar result may obtain in the delicate ventricular tissues of the# 
brain, and especially of the greater or lateral ventricles.* It seems 
probable also, that this partial hydrocephalic state may remain inope- 
rative for a time, perhaps in some instances a long time, until from 
quantity and gravitation, or some shocic causing its irruption, it may 
suddenly inundate the base oT the brain, and produce instant death, 
by invading the seat and suppressing the function of the most impor- 
tant nerves. The event in contemplation may occur at some stage 
of progressive dropsy, or may ensue at various intervals subsequent 
lo apparent removal of the general hydropic state; for it is probable, 
from many facts and analogies, that hydrocephalic accumulations are 
seldom removed, or diminished by atoorptiomt 

Cask ll.^Droj^sy. A young man aged twenty-seven, by occupation 
a stage drivci , Jiad been for more tlian ayear in ill health, with indica- 
tions of hydrothorax, and tendency to general dropsy. His countenance 
was pallid, abdomen somewhat tumid, and Ibwer extremities infil- 
trated. TJu're was also cough, quick and laboured breathing, espe- 
cially on exertion, and that wheezing or crepitating sound in respi- 
ration, so cliaracteristic of serous extravasation into the broncliial tu- 
bulous, and pulmonary cellular structure. 

^ A long course of piirgativc and diuretic agents, in combination 

* It is tlicb suggestion of some eminent anatomists, (the Bell’s,) tliat theplexus 
ch oroides is almost entirely a web of vessels destined to the secretion of a fine 
scrum or lialitus. If this opinion Jie well founded, it may explain why great se- 
rous accumulation is more generally found occupying the lateral ventricles than 
llio other cavities of the brain, as only a veiy faint appearance of choroid plexus 
can be discovcrccl iji the other ventricles. 

I A surmise of absorption has been founded- on some examinations of the 
head, in which previous hydrocephalic collection was inferred from certadn in- 
dications in the state of the membranes and ventricles, though tliere was no 
longer sensible cllusioif. Yet the long period, sometimes years, for which the 
water of hydrocephalus is known to have remained unabsorbccl, taken in con- 
nexion with tlie fact, that cases attended by unequivocal signs of matured hy- 
drocephalus, are very generally fatal sooner or later, places the presumption of 
absorption to an extent sufficient to relieve dropsy of the brain, on ground of 
(lonblfiilTautiionty and difficult admission. 

No. VI.— Krb. Mi 
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with ili(^ toiiic had greatly improved the general health of 

this patient, yet some embarrassment of respiVi^ion remained, and a 
faint rattle in breathing continued also aiulible. In January, 18*27, 
after an interval of much better health than usual, this man, while 
making some exertion to attach his liorses to the carriage, became 
flint, dropped to the ground, and expired immediately, without the 
least apparent violence or struggle. 

On careful exainiiiatioii of this subject a few hours after the ac< i- 
dent, it was rendered slroiigly presumable that death had been caus- 
ed by sudden descent of water from the lateral ventricles, upon the 
four& v^atricle, with effusion upon the base of the brain generally, 
and head of the spinal marrows The lateral ventricles were dilateil 
and empty, and the inferior cavities of the head inundated by Huid 
to the amount of three, perhaps four ounces. No degeneration oi 
disease appeared about the heart or great vessels. 

Case III . — Jimtsarca and Ascites, William Tarring, aged iwenl v 
six, was admitted into the Baltimore Alms-house, September ITth, 
1827, This was an aggravated case of general dropsy, uncomplicatc'tl 
however by hydrothorax. Abdomen extremely promin^uit and ti*nse: 
upper and lower extremifiea greatly oedematous? countenance emi- 
nently leucophleginaticj great debility^ breathing shoi t but ch‘nr, 
without mark of bronchial effusion; no cough and absence ol' fe\er. 
The'dropsical affection had existed some weeks prior to admission, 
and was consequent on severe remittent fever, contracted in August, 
while working on the Harrisburg ca!nal. 

The excessive tension of the abdomen in tlys case prevented an\ 
satisfactory examination, by taxis, of the great viscera of the belly, 
the liver, spleen, &c. ; but from thd patient’s report of having been 
in good health previous to the attack of remittent fever, on which the 
dropsy was consequent, and from the absence of any j cj)rcsentati()n 
of serious hepatic derangement in the complexion, the tongiu*, excre 
lions, &c. of the patient, the case was presumed to be free of an > 
actual organic impairment. Some^degree of primary visceral conges 
tion, high and continued tumult and eflSurt of vascular action, with 
more or less irritation and disorder of the gastro-hepatic function^, 
and proportionate exhaustion ensuing to those joint causes of dis 
turbance, seemed to have led on ra()idly to hydropic cllusion, with 
the, disabled and oppressed state of Ihe system w'hich the case pre 
sented on^mission. 

The usml renicdi»*N of ilnipsy, (omitting in great jiart mescurial 
combinalioiu ) weie etijployed in the case as rierly .is circumslanci's 
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wouhl permit. An infusion ofgenliaii, senna, siiperlartrite of potash, 
•ami aromatics was g;<?h liberally, with jKiwclers ofscjiiill, nitre, ami 
digitalis; Dovcr^s anodyne being added to the powder exhibited 
at night. I'hc patient was also dii-ectcd the free use of barley 
^vater, acidulated with crcai:i of tartar, and rendered moderately 
contlial by gin. Under this treatment both the bowels and kidnie^ 
|)erl*ornied their appropriate function ^vith as much * 'tivity as was 
desirable; the ic nsion of the belly was gradually taken otf, and the 
overloaded cellular tissue became relieved. The evacuation of the 
drojjsical clfusion went on ^slowly bu^eons'antly, and by the careful 
regulation of the medicines, Vith due alimentary support, the patient 
Avas fi*ec of oppression, and somewhat recruited in strength bjrtheend 
of tlie fifth week after admission. This man became able to leave his 
bed, and walk the infirmary hall every day for some hogrs, eating 
with appetite his whole allow'ance of food. During this promising 
state of convalescence, Tarring was attacked in a season of wet wea- 
ther, late in October, by quotidian intermittent fever, for w^hich bark 
and aromatics were given freely, and the paroxysms were interrupt- 
ed after the third period. Dut the patient was a good deal worsted 
hy the attack^ was confined to bed by debility, and in a few days 
sul)rte({uent to arrest of the intermittent paroxysms, dropsical effusion 
h(*gaii to disjila}^ itself in the extremities. In a week after he was 
almost as jnuch aflected by ascites and anasarca, as when llrsi ad- 
untied. 

The, remedies successful in the first instance were tried again, 
more sparingly however in quantity; but their good ellect was not so 
•considerahlc as formedy, the action of the absorbents, of the kid- 
nie^, and of (Ik*, bowels, being much less eflicieiit; and after a longer 
perseveiifnce in the medicines tflan liad been necessary to effect im 
provemeiit in tlie first instance, the amount of effusion remained. un- 
diminislied, while the cncrjfles of the constitution had gradually de 
dined. 

The medicina^l agents were then changed; good Lima liark with an 
aromatic was ordered, and the patient directed a liberal use of tlie 
cream of tartar punch, with:the addition three or four times in twe^ty- 
four hours of two drachms of a diuretic combination before no^ced; 
namely, focula of clatcnum four grains, in four ounces of solution ot 
acetate of jiotash, adding tinct-«.of squill and oxymel of colchicum. 

This plan of treatment, with light cordial nourishment as freely 
as could be taken, gave a better aspect to the case. The urine aiig- 
meiitefl very much, the alvine evacuations he copimis ami wa- 
tery, the tension evi»rv whei e relaxed gradual I v. ami tin* forces of 



2b4 


Wright’s Baltimore Mms-hou^e Reports. 

the circulation rallieil to the natural tone as the oppression was taken 
ofF. Early in Do cember the signs of dropsy v^eve a second time dissi 7 
pated, and tlie youth of the patient, in connexion with a naturally 
good constitution, encouraged the expectation of permanent conva- 
lescence. Nothing occurred to defeat the presumption of perfect re- 
covery in this case until the 20th of December. The man had been 
about all day, and on that evening had eaten a hearty supper, and 
seemed as well and comfortable as for some time before. An hour 
after supper the nurse of the ward was called to Tarring, by a pa- 
tient in an adjacent bed, who:feserved him fall suddenly into a state 
of unusual agitation and disorder. She* found him with limbs rigid ; 
oppressed, stertorous respiration; ami in a siate of insensibility from 
which he could not be roused. He expired in a few minutes. 

From circumstances which rendered autopsic examination incon- 
venient at the time, the direct cause of sudden ileath in this case 
was not ascertained. But from the marked analogy in the manngi’ 
of Tarring’s death, witli previous fatal instances under like gene- 
ral cirsumstances, where serous extravasation was found to have oc- 
curred in the basis cerebri and medulla oblongata, the issue of 
his case was referred to a similai* cause. The period ^of life in this 
case was much against the probability of organic degenerescence of 
structure about the organ of circulation; and the presumption of se- 
rous, cardiac, or pulmonic infiltrations was ei|ually opposed by the 
non-existence of even the slightest hydrolhoracic symptoms at any 
period of the dropsical affection. 

The following case, though unlike the preceding from the total ab- 
sence of all the external characters of dropsy, may serve to illustrate 
by analogy, the mode of suddenly fatal termination, sometimes oc- 
currii^ in the course or at tlie dost of that disease: an evont which 
the antecedent histories were designed to refer to its probably most 
common cause. The present case has points of interest in other re- 
spects also, which seem to render it worthy of recital. 

Case IV . — Ulcer of the Leg. Thomas Coursey, a black man, aged 
seventy-four, of very large frame of body, &pp^i'<^ntly great original 
vigl^of constitution, was admitted into the Baltimore Alms-house in 
Sep^aaber, 1827. This man was in good general hed.lth when admitted, 
yct 'wiw disabled from work partly by gige, but more from disease of the 
left inferior extremity. The motion of* the left knee-joint was entirely 
lost, in c^sequence of severe contusion of the part received thirfy 
years bef#e. From the man’s account, arthritis to a great degi^e had 
ensued to the injury in the first instance, followed by ])rofuse sup- 
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puration, great distention, and ultimate relaxation of the syiunial 
luemhraiic, articular aAtT capsular ligaments, and finally spontaneous 
subluxation, outward and backward, of the liead of the tibia, which, 
becoming permanent, caused a very curious and rare species of de- 
foriuity. 

Besides the distortion and anchylosis of the knee-joint, the leg was , 
overspread by a large and deep ulcer of the chronic indolent class, 
wliich had commenced simultaneously with, or very soon after the 
injury of the knee, thirty ycai^ past, and had never healed. The 
s\irfac(? of ulceration was altogether, a^the patient’s admission into 
the infirmary, about ten inchdh in extent, suppurating profusely, and 
from its seat, appearance, and duration, had probably long siilce in- 
volved a diseased state of the periosteum and bone. The^ man’s ge- 
neral health being good, nothing further was directed in liis case than 
l est and such local treatment as was indicated by the state of the ul- 
cer, namely, cleanliness, and dressings fitted to maintain, as far as 
possible, a healthy state of the suppurating surface. From the man’s 
age, the character and duration of the ulcer, its complete closure or 
cjcatrization was not contemplated or deemed probable. 

'Fhis man reipained well for three months succeeding his admission, 
evincing no proclivity to any form of serious or constitutional disease; 
his spirits, appetite, and personal appearance were all perfectly well 
maintained.^ The ulcer of thelcgduring this time had undergone, as was 
expccteil, scarcely any sensible change, other than the clean appearance 
and absence of irritation, which frequent and regular dressing, with 
continued rest, would almost necessarily produce; its dimensions 
Vm’c but little diminisbed. Late in December, however, a sudden 
and remarkable alteration was displayed in its character. It com- 
menced a eoursc of rapid healing,* and in ten days from the time the 
change was first noticed, the whole original space of the ulcer was 
covered in, and cicatrized vety smoothly, leaving only a central point 
a few lines bioad, whicli furnished a partial suppuration.* 

No obvious difterence in the patient’s general healtli attended this 
sudden healing of the ulcer, but a very prominent change was moni' 
lested ill tlie man’s temper and moral habits. He became peevish, 
quarrelsome, and indocile in his conduct, averse to keep in his pli^^W 

* A man named Laiito, who had been long a dresser in the house, and Ibr- 
incrly, as he represents, in tlie same capacity in tlie Philadelphia Alms-house, 
remarked, while exhibiting the great change in the state of Coursey’s leg, ‘‘ that 
llie man liad not long to live:” an idea of danger from the sudden healing of old 
ulcers not always rc:0izcd, yet far from being idtogclhcr a vulgar notion or 
groundless prejudice. 
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put up with his accoininoclations in the warily and very impatient i)l 
admonition or control. His language and fn&nners bclrayetl nothing 
of derangement of intellect, properly so calkMl, yet his iVetful, 
unquiet state, and improper manner of speaking, nunlei ed it at last 
necessary to remove him from the ward to one of tlie cells, whei e lie 
Mas kept alone, but without any personal constraint. This was done 
in the second week after the liealing of the ulcer, and on the day fol- 
lowing his removal to the cell, Coursey m.is visited by tlie supei iii- 
tendant of the institution, who found him apparently mtII as usual, 
but as before, very much disposed to rude and passionate complaints, 
which he indulged to a great degree oh the present occasion. In a 
few minutes after the visit of the superintendant, the keeper of the 
cells came to report that Coursey had fallen down in a ht and died 
instantly. 

Examination^ four hours after death. — The dura mater exliibited 
nothing uncommon, except an.^nusual blanched appearance^ and was 
without marks of inflammation or of vascular engorgement. The pro- 
per tunics of the brain presented a natural condition, or were in no 
other manner altered in character than by excess of humidity, aiul 
the same blanched or sodden appearance observed . about the dura 
mater.* This humid and bloodless appearance M^as obvious in tlie 
successive poi-tions of the medullary matter, removed in penetrating 
by sections down to the lateral ventricles. When those cavities 
were arrived at and carefully opened, they presented the most ext j ji 
ordinary degree of enlargement I have ever witnessed. Tlie vcnti i- 
cles were penetrated at the posterior horn, and \verc fouiul enqity; 
but on enlarging the incision, and lifting thcothin covering which Ik» J 
been left them in removing the cerebral mass above, tlie ventric l<‘s 
presented rather the appearance ol caVerns than cavities i?i the brain, 
seeming capable of receiving a body of considerable siy.i*, (as a small 
orange or lemon,) and of space suflicieht to contain several ounces of 
fluid. On beii?g fully exposed, the delicate tunic reflected around 
the ventricles, was of highly florid colour throughout, from minute 
vascular engorgement, while the plexus choroides v as a good deal 
wasted, and altogether colourless, not easily distinguislialile, and 
resembling a gelatinous mass. The valvul^a cerebri, (of Vjkus- 

• The convolutions of tlic cerebrum v^crcmucli deeper, and more readily ami 
widely separable from each other on this subject than I had ever notice*! them 
in any other instance. In all those fissures, and to a great depth between the 
convolutl^l^ might be seen handles of vessels runn. ig in straigh;^ Jincs, or 
stretched across the iiitcrspares, and all those vascular fasciculi, (the deej) ai te- 
rics and veins of tlic pia mater, ) of high colour, and very much engorged. 
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bi A s,) coulil ii<)U IVonuJifetoirtioii of parts, bo recognised^ the’ aqueduct 
o^iSylvius was very niucii dilated, and from its coimnencenient down 
into tlie fourth ventricle, was filled with water 5 as was also the fourth 
ventricle, the wliole space around the base of the brain and head of 
I he spinal marrow; the same fluid gravitating freely into the vertebral 
canal. The quantity of water poured out of the inferior cavities and 
space of the brain, and of the upper vertebral cavity, cxceedeil six 
ounces; its colour was slightly red, and it was somewhat Viscous or 
alljuiuiiioiis to the feel when rubbed between the fingers.* 

In this case, circumstances warrant Ac presumption tliatthe great 
quantity of water found occupiying all the lower cavities and space 
of the head, was oi-iginally produced in, and for some tune confined 
to the lateral ventricles, from whence it descended, probably sudden- 
ly, into the four I h ventricle, (which was ruptured iiifcriorly,) and 
thus became eft used and free as it was found on dissection. The 
cavern-like enlargement of the lateral ventricles indicated great 
ilisteiition by previous accumulation of fluid. 

The dissi'ction Avas not prosecuted further, as the state of the en- 
cephalon Avas considered fully illustrative of the cause of sudden 
eleath; and duryig the life of the pjiticnt, the economy and functions 
of all the viscera of both cavities of the trunk were perfectly well 
inaintaiiicd, and singularly free from every mark indicative of organic 
embarrassment. 

"^rhe phenomena arising towards the close, and concurring in the 
termination of ll\is case, viewed in connexion with the direct cause 
of that torminatioji revealed by dissection, bear a seeming intimate 
rclaiion to iwo polnis qf pliysiology. They tend to illustrate the 
liability and mode of sudden death from large collections of water in 
the uj)per ©a^ities of the brain, atfll serve in the present case forcibly 
to call to mind tlie ancient and much-controverted doctrine of the 
metastatic attribute of discahR*. A doctrine fruitful of medico-seko- 
lastic dispute, wliich, al ter various fortune, and a period of protract- 
ed ilormancy, has been revived under the light of better science, and 
become a good deal the favourite of modern pathology.t Can we 


* 'rhe conimi£;sura mollis, so seldom to be found, Uiat its existence liaj^^een 
q\icslioncd by some cmnicnt anatomists, was very distinct in this case. It was 
of ]iale, }' olio wish-gray colour, semi-translucent, about the size of a writing 
ipiill, standing as a bridle across tlic thalam. nerv. opt. under the fornix. 

I Jell is probably riglit in saying that the commissura mollis is best seen in hydro- 
cephalic Ij^pains. 1 have not discovered it plainly in any other. 

] In substituting ti 1 c metast asls of morbid actions for tlie original notion of a trs^- 
lalion of morbific mattci*, or the migration of disease in its limited and litend sense. 
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allow oursi'lvos the iiifereiicc in the case bcKa.ve us, that the sudden 
healing of an extensive ulcer of thirty years standing, was con- 
cerned in the change represented to have taken place at that time in 
the patient’s conduct and manners, and that the moral effect in ques- 
tion resulted from physical irritation devolved on the encephalon? 
^ Can we further presume, on legitimate metastatic principles, that the 
sudden suppression of liabitual suppurative action over an extensive 
surface on the leg, might give occasion to that excitement to serous 
exhalation into the cavities of the brain, tlie product of which was so 
prominently obvious in this pktieiit’s case. 

Regarding it as a curious fact, that & rapid and apparently sound 
closure of an extensive ulcer of thirty years continuance should have 
occurred, where 1 felt assured that the subjacent bone had suffered 
degeneration, probably in a great degree, 1 caused a portion of tibia 
to be cut out, and subjected to maceration for a sufficient time to 
free the bone of all soft matter. When this was effected, and the 
bone dried, the seat and extent of the ulcer was found very clearly 
and strongly defined on the tibia. There existed a very peculiar 
change, which the surface of bone, corresponding to the ulcer, 
had undergone, which was not caries or necrosis jn any of tlieir 
forms^ the bone was firm and solid over its whole extent, but a sin- 
gular state of granular and scabrous roughness occu|)icd the space of 
bone answering to the scat of the ulcer. There existed; in fact, for 
some inches on the face of the tibia a dense crop of exostoses of va- 
rious form and dimensions, some of tlie miliary character, and small 
sizej others, orbicular or pisiform, of consiilerable iiiagiiituile, and 
many scaly or laminated,.with broad surlace, ^raised on a sort of loot- 
stalk, and were thus button-shaped, or much j cscmbling small fungi 
of the mushroom s])ecies. All th6se productions were •white and 
solid, (not easily broken off,) and were apparently complete specimens 
of ossification. The possibility of the formation by gradual intersti- 
tial waste of bony substance was taken into consideration, but theii; 
were no evidences of such interstitial waste having occui-rod, there 
were no marks of softening or caries upon or around the sui face af- 
fected, and the circumference of the bone, taken between the emi- 
nences of the affected surface, was equal to the sliaft of the bone 
above or below the limit ' of disease. 

modem pathology has taken a ground so well sustained by observation and fads, 
as to be pci||flps impregnable. That on the sudden susjxuision of inor])id actions 
in one seaH^J&Itation and its consequences may be .simu -ancously developed in 
soAie other part; the latter holding a relation of depcndance or substitution to 
the f(»riiier, seems entitled to nnk as an axiom of incificiiic. 
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V. Clinical Reports of Cases treated in the Infirmary of the 
Mms-housc of the City and County of Philadelphia, By Samuel 
Jac^on, M. D. Assistant to the Professor of the Institutes and 
Practice of Medicine and Clinical Practice in the University of 
. Pennsylvania. 

The following cases are a pprtion of those that entered the clini- 
cal and medical wards of the Alms-h^use Infirmary during the last 
fall and this winter, and were.most of them the suljjects of the clinical 
lectures and remarks delivered to the medical students who attend on 
the practice of that establishment, by Professor Chapman and myself. 
The reports of the cases were kept by the young gentlemen attached 
to the service of the institution, as resident physicians or resident 
students. It is to be remarked, that on the days intermediate to the 
visiting days of the attending physicians, the practice is directed by 
the resident physicians. 


Case 1. — Fever^ with death from Mercurial Irritation, T. Kelly, 
aged twenty-t\?o years, entered the clinical ward, Sept. S6th, 18S8; 
his habits of life regular^ a weaver by trade. He had been ill se- 
ven weeks with fever, which, in the commencement, had been pro- 
nounced by his attending physician, bilious fever. 

The symptoms on admission were, emaciation; cough troublesome 
at night; sense of stricture in chest; soreness of epigastrium, with 
tenderness and pain on slight pressure; hiccup; skin warm, dry and 
i?allow; pulse frequent, %ome fulness; sordes on teeth; tongue clean, 
dry and polished; eyes sallow, cayotids pulsate with force; perfectly 
sensible; great soreness of his flesh; no appetite and not troubled 
with thirst; diarrhoea, bowels moved six times before admission to 
day, and almost constantly since; discharge watery and offensive. He 
appeared much prostrated and exhausted by his removal to the Infir- 
mary. 

lie stated that during his illness he had been vomited several times, 
had been very frequently purged, and had been taking powd^ of 
calomel. , 

Directions were givcii> to sponge his body with tepid whiskey, to 
have cold applications maintainedi' to his head, with small, quantities 
of weak wine whey until he should recover from the effects of his fa- 
tigue, aiy^T chicken water for diet. Sulpn. quinm, gr. i. in mucilage 
gum Arab, was directed every three hours, and injections of laudk* 
nuin, gtt.xx. with llaxseefl mucilage, to check the diarrhoea. In the 

No. VI.— Feb. 
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evening improved; skin moist and of natural pulse 76; tong?:'' 

moistened; omitttul sponging and cold to head; chest relieved. 

27fA.— Skin of natural warmth and moisture; tongue slightly bur- 
red, tumid, not florid, but disposed to become dry; pulse 96;’ soft; 
abdomen tumid; right hypochondrium soft, but painful when jSressed; 
^left is occupied by a large hard tumour extending to the umbilicus, 
but does not possess much sensibility; epistaxis; sordes on teeth; vo- 
mited in afternoon. Lime water, with arrow root and gum water for 
diet. Bowels too open. 

28/A. — Skin warm; tongueefry, nearly plean; pulse 100 and irritated; 
nausea. Omitsulph. quinae;pediluvium, and sponge the body as before. 
Evening, febrile irritation declined; disorder of bowels checked. 

29/A. — Slept well; skin moist, cool, and comfortable; no fever; 
pulse 7% soft; tongue with adhesive mucus on it; slight hiccup and 
occasionairetching; eyes jaundiced; abdomen covered with numer- 
ous purple spots. Beef tea for diet, alternated with oyster liquor. 

30/A. — ^No pain; tongue same; skin warmer; pulse more irritated; 
bowels disposed to be too loose. Tepid sponging, and injection of flax- 
seed mucilage and laudanum. 

October Is/.— No fever, appears to be much improved. 

2(fe— 'Pulse more irritated; tongue become drier and florid; sordes 
collecting on teeth; diarrhoea; abdomen tympanitic or meteorized. 
Stimulant frictions to the skin, and lower extremities to be enveloj)- 
ed in blankets wrung out of warm water; injections of flaxseed and 
laudanum; fomentations to abdomen. 

Scf. — ^Fulsc excited; skin warm; tongue florid; pai'otid glands 
swelled and painful. Poultice moistened with lead water to parotids. 

4/A.— Swelling extends over the whole jaws and face; skin stretch- 
ed and shining; mouth cannot be opened to admit of afi examina- 
tion; skin hht; feet cold. Milk and oyster soup for diet. 

5/A.*— 'Swelling increasing; directed feeches to parotids; breath of- 
fensive, mercurialized. The mercurial action has developed violent 
inflammation of all the salivary glands and mucous membrane of 
mouth, and which has extended to the adjacent tissues. No secre- 
tion of saliva from excess of irritative action. 

6^A.— Swelling extends down the neck on each side to near tlie 
clavicle; skin very tense but not discoloured, and the swelling is 
very tense, as if the fascia was pni on the stretch; pressure is cx- 
ce<Nlu^yipitif^ no fever. 

same state; cooling lotioi. . applied lo -^:wclling: 
bleeps andl; soft egg added {o diet. 

8fA.-— Suppuration of tumour in the parotids advancing; poultice. 
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— Tumour opu^d, dischargccl large quantity of healthy pus; 
,iiclieve<l of pain. 

and Wth . — Discharge of pus very copious. 

K.' — Had chill; diarrhoea came on; pulse very feeble. Carb. 

^ aiiiinon.'; julep, gss. every liour; oyster soup; beef tea. 

\ 13/A.— Slept well; discharge from abscess very profuse; pulse ex-^ 
jirernely feeble; strength failing; diffusible stimulants exhibited inef- 
fectually, and lie died in the evening. — Case reported by Dr. Asu- 

M l:a i). ^ 

'riie body was removed by the friends of the df'ceascd, who would 
not permit an autopsy to be performed. 

Remarks . — This case^ when first admitted, presented the cha- 
laclers attending on thHnflammations of the mucous tissue of the di- 
gestive canal, assuming a chronic state, and which so frequently arc 
the concluding fict of bilious and remitting, and sometimes ofititer- 
m it tent fevers, treated improperly by emetics, active cathartics, and 
other irritating reme<lies, addressed to a tissue already morbidly ir- 
ritated. 

When fevers have passed to this state they generally are christened 
typhus; and when the meningeal membranes or the brain partake of 
the same condition, this designation is pronounced without hesita- 
tion; ami if violent stimulation be the treatment adopted, typhus 
gravior, in. its most characteristic shape, soon grows up under the 
hand <»f the practitioner. 

On admission into the ward, the case seemed too desperate to per- 
mit an expectalioii of recovery to be entertain^. An improvement 
^lid take place, and a fair prospect of restoration appeared to be open- 
ing, when an increase of irritation ensued, for which no cause could 
he at first^ssigned ; swelling of the parotids and jaws soon followed, 
the oi igin of whicli, although not at first suspected, evidently arose 
from the action of‘ the mcrcui’y, which had been administered previous 
to his entrance into the house, and had been taken during his pro- 
tracted illness. .No circumstance could have been more untoward 
than this accident. The recuperative powers of the eco]|pmy were 
exhausted by the severe disease that had preceded, and were at best 
merely capable of rescuing him from the chronic inflammations that 
had been permitted to become established in the digestive mucous 
tissue; and which event was evea a problematical occurrence. The 
development of the mercurial irritation in this state, and tuthe extent 
it assurij^d, wns a reinforcement in favour of the disease, and to the 
detriment of the patieui, that gave a decided turn to the contest 
against him. 
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This result of the attempt to cure fevers by^be eslablishment«^»fi|9 
salivation, or to place the economy under the comprehensive domina- 
tion of the mercurial irritation, is, I have strong grounds to beliffie, 
a circumstance far more common than is suspected, or than manv will 
be disposed to acknowledge. 

This fashionable practice 1 have abandoned since the epidemic of 
18£3, the commencement of the series of epidemic intermittent, re- 
mittent and bilious fevers, that continue still to prevail over so large 
a portion of the country. I was compelled to renounce it from wit- 
nessing, in so many instances; the injurious results of the treatment 
to the patient. The mercurial action in violent cases, I found, could 
very rarely bfe brought on before the intensity of the local inflamma- 
tions and the sympathetic fever were on the dllbline^ and, then, the in- 
flammations awakened by the mercurial irritation were not to be de- 
sired; they were nearly as much to be dreaded, as those which con- 
stituted the disease. In many cases after convalescence had com- 
menced, the mercurial action came on, and I had the mortification 
to be perfectly convinced, though no suspicion crossed the mind of 
the patient, that a rapid recovery had been prevented, and protracted 
suturing been endured, in consequence of the employpicnt of the re- 
medy, though done under the sanction of high authority at home, and 

great names abroad.’’ 

The mercurial irritation, it is to be kept in mind, when it is de- 
veloped as febrile disturbances in the system are subsiding, does not, 
in numerous instances, induce a salivation; or is this effect a neces- 
sary consequence of the administration of the merc\p*ial preparations. 
On the contrary they 'often excite, at that time, from the numerous 
irritations still existing, an extent of action in the mucous tissue of 
the digestive canal and the mouthf and which is thence- extended 
into the glands connected with them, transcending the degree in the 
range of which secretion is possible. The consequence is inflamma- 
tion, ulceration, haemorrhages, together with re-excitement of febrile 
commotion. The new train of symptoms are then fre(|uently set 
down for a relapse; and, if the mercurial treatment be instituted, the 
patient almost assuredly perishes. 

Another effect of the mercurial irritation suddenly displayed in a 
system exhausted by an attack of fever, is prostration of the powers 
of the nervous system, and of the heart, with a rapid collapse termi- 
nating speedily in death. The patient, in these instances, appear^: 
to he imtering into convalescence; the fever has ceased f^om two 
days or seven; the appetite is improving; the skin is moist, but 

has a flahby feeling; head unembarrassed; bowels regular. In the 
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of these favourable appearances, while all apprehensions are al- 
Uyed, and a restoration is regarded as beyond a doubt, the patient, 
in id} the cases that have come to my knowledge, is seized in the 
night with nervous tremors, cold sweats, great anxiety, rapid sinking 
-of the forces, and after a short agony, often before the physician, who 
'las been summoned on the invasion of the danger, can reach his pa- • 
l|ient, the mortal scene has closed. The cases in which the circum- 
stances I liave mentioned occurred, were those in which the system 
had been freely charged with mercury during the febrile period, but 
no atfection of the gums had |aken place. 

The following case, in whicli death resulted from a salivation, oc- 
curred in the Alms-house Infirmary the fall before last. 

("ase 11. — Bilious Fever ^ with death from Mercurial Irritation* 
David Anderson, aged twenty-six years, admitted into black men’s 
medical ward, October 10th, 1827, with bilious fever. Habits in- 
temperate^ by trade a tanner; taken about a week previous to ad- 
mission with head-ache and pain in back, whilst engaged at his trade. 
The symptoms on admission were high fever; pulse excited and fre- 
quent; skin hof^ dry, and parched; tongue furred and brown; adnata 
of eyes of a golden colour; head-ache, and pain in lumbar region; 
bowels rather costive; great tenderness on pressing epigastrium. 
Twenty-five leeches to epigastrium. CaJiomel, p. vj.; oil, to 
be given three hours afterwards. Blue mass, gr. iv. q. q. h. ; ungt. 
hydrarg. fort, to be rubbed inside the thighs ter die; cold flaxseed ene- 
iiiata, and fomentations to abdomen; barley water acidulated as drink. 

% ll^/i.— Much better to day; skin less hotanddry; pulse diminish- 
ed in frecjuency and force. Treatment continued; cold drinks al- 
lowed. • • 

12/A.— -Doing well; eyes not as yellow; skin more moist; tongue 
large, swollen, and brownisli-Ved at tip. 

\Sth . — Tongue indented on each side, from pressing against the 
teeth; improving.^ Treatment continued. 

14fA.— -Gums sore; breath mercurialized; pulse fuller and softer; 
skin soft; eyes losing their jaundiced character; tongue much swell- 
ed and sore; bowels regular; countenance more sprightly; no pain in 
head or in any part. ^Discontinue treatment. B. Gargle of borax and 
honey. 

— Salivary glands discharging freely; slight haemorrhage from 
gums. R,/Acet. plumb, gr. ij. ; pulv. opii, gr. ss. q. q. h. Gargle con- 
tinued. 1)iet, soup and chicken water; gum water lemonade as drink. 

17M.— Free discharge from the mouth of saliva, mixed with blood; 
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lips anil face rnucli swollen; tongue filling up me cavity of the mfffi# 
cannot speak distinctly in consequence; pulse full and tense; skin r^K.* 
ther dry and harsh; mind clear. R. Venesection §xij. Treatment 
continued. Pil- opii, p. j. at night. Spts. camp, applied on cl^Ahs to 
face constantly. ^ 

. 18/A. — Swelling much reduced; discharge less; not so much blood ; 
speaks more distinctly; the salivation and heemorrhage continued; the 
strength rapidly failed, and death ensued on the 25th. Case report- 
ed by Dr. Frederick Horner, resident physician. 

Remarks. — When this patient was admitted, a number of similar 
cases of high grade of bilious remittent fever were in tlie same 
ward, and the medical ward^ of the whites. I remarked to the 
students who followed the clinical practice, that I would place this 
patient under the mercurial treatment, as a contrast to the cases of 
fever that had been treated on the principles of the pliysiologico- 
pathological doctrines. The afternoon of the same day, I was al- 
^cked myself, with an irregular malignant intermittent, in conse- 
quence of incessant fatigue, frequent prolonged exposure to the im- 
pure air of the wards, which were then crowded with fever patients, 
and almost daily dissections in a close, unventilatcd place, which the 
managers compel us to use for that purpose. I was not enabled to re- 
sume my professional duties until the middle of December, and consi;- 
quently did not again see this patient. The mercurial treatment, 
thougli wdth great moderation, was continued. 

From the report of the case it appears that an immediate improve- 
ment was manifested^ which is mainly to be ascribed to the local de- 
pletion, strict antiphlogistic regimen, and tine local treatment adapt' 
ed to reduce the existing irritations. This improvement was too 
early for the mercurial treatment fe have had any chancd*in its pro- 
duction. The amendment continued to progress until the i4tlu 
when the mercurial action became unfolded. From that time, the case 
assumed a new aspect; inflammation of the gums, and parietes of the 
mouth, and of the salivary glands, came on; ha3mi)iThagc from the 
mucous mji^brane of the mouth, fever, incapacity of swallowing, and 
death, which cannot be attributed to any other cause than the mer- 
curial inflammation and fever that had been established. 

Case IIL— CAromc EnUro-colitU and Jlscitcs. Francis Wolf, a Bo- 
hemian, tvd fifty years, entered the men’s clinical ward, Noveihbei 
1st, wiW^ililcites and oedema of his lower extre. lities. lie luks^fiuffered 
with dysentery fourteen months, and has at present a dozen sanguineous 
discharges daily, llis abdomen, which lias been swelled fivemonfhs. 




remarkably distended, and emits on percussion a slight fluc- 
tuation, with considerable tympanitic resonance. Urine high-colour 
ed iind scanty 5 docs not coagulate by heat. 

9.iL — Six stools since last evening; pulse full and strong; barley- 
water for diet; fomentations to abdomen. 

3(/. — Feels much better; had but one stool; pulse weak; pain 
•/pigastrium. Ordered ten cups to the SjEpaae. Dl. Blue pill. grs. iij. 
pulv. scillac, gr. k. h. s. Infus. digitalis, >^ 8 B.—carb. sodm, 51 . 
— aq. font, sue. limon. q. s. 

4//i. — Much bctler; no tenderness in epigasti ium; complains ol’ 
being griped by the incdicinef omit the mixture, and directed the 
simple infusion of digitalis; urine very qopious; abdomen much re- 
iluced ill size and tension. 

5/A. — Better; made a gallon of water within the twenty-four hour^; 
no stool; pulse becoming active. 

G//!. — Made little water this morning; in the afternoon none; pulse 
rising; skin hot. Ordered twelve cups to abdomen. 

nil . — Pulse too active; skin hot; bowels open twice; venesection 
to ^xij. Evening. Found him with a high fever and dry tongpe, sup- 
posed to have been excited by overheating the room. 

%tlu — Pulse reduced in frequency and force||bowels open; tongue 
nearly natural; skin cool; urinates very little. Re-commenced with 
infusion of digitalis. Coch. mag. q. t. h. 

Wu — ^Pulse soft; bowels open; made a gallon and a half of water 
last night and to-day. 

I O/A.— .Tongue becoming red and dry; made a good deal of water 
kist night; omit digitalis»and his pill at night. 

11/A. — Tongue cleaning; pulse soft; makes very little water. 

12 fA. — Bowels troublesome; mikes very little water. Ordered tlie 
lollowiiig: K. Pil. hydrarg. grs. ij.— ipecac, and opium^ aa. gr. i. 
made into pill; take one evA'y four hours; venesection to §xij. in 
evening. Allowed barley-water for drink. 

13/A. — No material cliange; took his pills yesterday evening; com- 
plains of an unusual, uncomfortable feeling in his bo wels,^^ which he 
attributes to his medicine; discontinued pills, and takes My drops of 
laudanum. . 

14^A. — Slept well* last night; pulse better; discharged about a gal- 
lon of water this morning. 

' iS^A. — Discharged half a gallon of water last night; diarrhoea. 

16/A.— ^Fccls better; bowels still open; discharged half a gallon of 
urine; very little ehanged in other symptoms. Ordered pills of two 
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grains sacc. sat and half a grain of opii every two hours to ttPEc*' 
diarrhoea. 

\7th . — Pulse excited; skin cool; made a gallon of water; abdomen 
very much relaxed. 

18/A.— -Bowels better; swelling decreasing; tongue red and dis- 
, posed to dry. 

19/A.~Bowels open; skin warm; pupils very much contracted; 
has appeared rather flighty for tiie last two days. 

20^A'._Found him this morning speechless, cold, and almost with* 
out pulse. About 11 o’clock W died. ^ 

Wolf was^examined in presence of most of the gentlemen of the 
Alms-house on the morning of the £l8t. The body was not much 
emaciated. On opening the abdomen a considerable quantity of wa- 
ter escaped. The peritoneum was opaque, and presented an ap- 
pearance of being thickened; it was in many places adherent to the 
opposing surface. The mucous coat of the stomach was thickeneil, 
and in many places red. Viewed externally, the small and large in- 
testines were of a deep' makogany colour throughout their course. 
The mq;»cular coat of^atl the intestines was in a state of hypertrophia, 
at least seven times thicker than it is usually. Internally the mucous 
menihrane was thickosied, rough, iiom turgid and reddish follicles, and 
was covered with an adhesive mucus. The liver was greatly enlarged, 
its specific gravity very much increased, and the structure rendered 
very hard and tough. When cut into it exhibited a light yellow appear- 
ance^ and was studded through the texture with numerous small bo- 
diesnf the same colour, presenting what is usually called the granu- 
lated liver. Case recorded by Dr. Joxes, t-who had charge of the 
ward. 

In Wolf, we are presented with a case of asdtes, whicli 
evidently was induced by long-protracted irritation of the mucous 
tissue of the alimentary canal, and which supervened notwithstand- 
ing the frequent copious discharges from the bowels. According to 
the statement he made, his bowels had been in a disordered state, 
having fr^uent discharges daily during nine months, when the effu- 
sion into t^, abdomen commenced, and had continued until his ad- 
mission. He had beep^under treatment, but without the slightest 
check having been put to the intestinal discharges, which were, how- 
ever, controlled immediately by an appropriate regimen. 

Of the 4|||^erous cases of dropsy that enter this infirmary,' the 
largest proportion of them are consequences o. chronic irritation and 
inflammation of the mucous tissue of the intestines, which, after a 
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period appears to be assumed by the peritoneal covering, and 
lU'^sical eflusion ensues. In these cases, much of the swelling and 
of the inconvenience experienced by the patient, proceeds from the 
tympanitic condition, resulting from the development of flatus in 
great quantities in the alimentary canal. This secretion of flatus 
from tlic mucous tissues is one of the effects of its irritation. 

The generally received treatment of dropsy is purging with hydra- 
gogue cathartics In this case a diarrhoea existed throughout the dis- 
ease, yet neither prevented its formation^ or diminished the efiiision 
after it had occurred. This practice h%,s been followed with every 
variety of the liydragogucs in this infirmary, but its ill success has very 
much discouraged me in its employment. It is a rare circumstance 
for a case of ascites to.recover. It is true, in some instances, the ef- 
fused fluid is evacuated, but the patient approaches no nearer to a re- 
covery, and tlie effusion again very speedily returns. The purging 
very often affords relief for a few hours by expelling the flatus, and 
the extreme distention is thus diminished, l^t is soon replaced. 
The temporary relief to the feelings of the patient from purging, is 
generally produced in this way: the pressure resisting the descent 
of the diaphragj^n is removed by the expulsion of the flatus of the 
colon, and the sejise of suffocatipn is removed for a time. Find- 
ing in nearly all our cases of ascites, chronic inflammation and 
more or less of structural derangement of the alimentary mucous 
membrane, I have been led to doubt the propriety of adopting this 
practice so generally followed and recommended. Certain it is, that 
of the numerous cases of ascites that have been annually treated in 
9*ur infirmaiy on that plaji, not a single permanent cure can be adduc- 
ed in its justification. 

Case IV. — Chronic Gastro-entero Colitis; Peritoneal Inflammation 
and Dropsy, William Macklii, aged forty, was admitted, October 
with intermittent fever. His abdomen was tender and swelled, 
and his extremities quite oedematous; tongue florid, moist, and 
slightly furred; pulse full, frequent, and tense. Ordered flaxseed 
mucilage anil thin sago, exclusively for diet. 

— He has decided ascites; some flatulenice and tenderness at 
fhe epigastrium; tongue dry and red; had a chill at nine o’clock yes- 
terday, and remains feverish. Diet, gum-water. Tinct. opii and 
• oc iJricks to anticipate the chill. 

24^/i, Tongue remains dry and furred; pulse becom- 

ing softer; abdomen swelled; fluctuation discernible. 

^7th , — Abdomen more iiiinid. Ordered the following injection 

No. VI —Feb. IH‘29. 38 



20S Jackson's Viimcal Hep(firts, 

three times a day: R- Tiuct. scilla3, 5^*^* mucilage acac. -Xljye 
irritated state of his stomach rendered it improper to prescribe ac- 
tive diuretics. 

28/A. — Urine increased in quantity. 

29/A.— Urine not as copious; tongue more parched and fuKred. 

dla/.-— iHad a complete paroxysm of intermittent. 

November 1st . — Skin hot and dry; pulse irritated; tongue dry and 
florid; tenderness at the epigastrium. Ordered fifty leeches to epi- 
gastrium; discontinued the injection of tinct. of squill. 

2d.— Appearance completely changed; no fever; pulse natural; 
tenderness of epigastrium removed; tbngue clean and moist; skin 
cool; made a* considerable quantity of water; swelling diminished. 

Sd . — Continues to improve; abdomen very much distended on the 
Istinst. has fallen to nearly the natural size; had a good many watery 
stools. Evening, a slight chill with some pain in the abdomen. Or- 
dered cups to the same. 

4/A.— No swelling but in his legs; tongue clean and moist; skin 
cool; pulse soft and weak* Ordered a table-spoonful of infusion of 
di^talis. 

S/A.— Much the same; a considerable quantity of water passed 
from his bowels. 

6/A.— Little change; made water more than a dozen times. 

r/A.— CBdema of l^s and feet diminishing; makes a great deal of 
urine; had a slight chill in the afternoon. 

8/A.— Apparently much improved; was removed to the clinical 
ward, which the nurse overheated. At night had considerable fever; 
pulse excited; skin hot and dry; pain in abdomen; tongue red and 
furred. Cups to abdomen; injection to open his bowels. 

open; skin hot; tongue red and furred; puke irritated 
and frequent. Ordered .forty leeches to epigastrium; barley water 
for d&t Omit infusion of digitalis. < 

lO/ft."— Tongue dry and furred; pulse frequent; skin cool. 

11/A.— Skin cool; tongue cleaner; makes a considerable quantity 
of water. Evening. Had a slight chill this morning, and is quite fe- 
verish to night. 

12/A.— Better; ton^e. cleaning; skin cool; pulse reduced. Soda 
powders. ‘i 

ISIA.— No excitement; complains of uneasiness at night. ()rdcrc<l 
fifty drops of laudanum. — 

14/A.— fongue clean; pulse soft; slept ve y well; makes water 
moderately. 
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— Belter this morning; tongue nearly clean; skin warm; pulse 
s^>rt and weak; bowels open. 

17///, 18///.- — Tongue dry; pulse weak; skin natural; makes a con- 
siderable quantity of water. 

J9///.-^Pulse more regular and stronger; tongue less dry; com- 
plains constantly of the increasing tension of his abdomen, which is 
chiefly caused by flatus. 

^ 21.v/, 22d. — Appears to improve; passed a good deal of urine. 

— Continues daily now to grow worse; has troublesome diar- 
r-.u3a; tongue always florid, and frcqttently dry: begins also to vo- 
mit sometimes; pulse sometAncs soft and weak, and at others very 
frequent and quick. • 

2Hth. — Worse; has been vomiting; tongue red and dry. Ordered 
cups to the e])igastrium. 

SOZ/t. — Mackin became so cold and weak this evening that it was 
necessary to give him some weak brandy and water. 

December 1st. — Sinking. Ordered wine wh^y, and a blister to his 
rh(*st. During the day he became, speechless, and died about two 
oVlock in the morning.— Case reported by Dr. Jones attached to tlie 
medical ward^ 

Mackiti was examined on the 1st of December. Body emaciated; 
on opening the abdomen several gallons of water escaped, and the 
peritoneum exhibited an opaque colour. In the hypogastric region, 
the extremity of the omentum was attached to the peritoneum by an 
adventitious cellular membrane. This, with a considerable poison 
of the peritoneum and omentum, was \ery vascular, and beautifully 
•injected with red bloody On opening the sjtomach, the mucous mem- 
hrane of the cardiac extremity was vascular, and exhibited red injec- 
jection in^sevcral places; that of the pylorus and duodenum was 
thickened, and changed to a dark lead colpur. The mucous mem- 
brane of the jejunum was thickened, that of the lower end of th&ilium, 
and the whole tract of the colon was thickened, and when first open- 
ed black, having an appearance such as might be occasioned by char- 
coal worked up into the tissue; it faded by maceration to a slate co- 
lour. The liver was reduced to one-halfHhe natural size, and very 
heavy. In its structure it was hard and granulated. The gall-blad- 
der on being opened exhibited the mucous ming of a marbled ap- 
pearance, spotted, with a greenish-black hue interspersed with small 
i-eddencd tumours, which were inflamed follicles. The green colour 
penetrati?d the 1 hickness of the membrane, and the surface be- 
neath it. 

PemnrkH. — 'The early historv of Ibis case is ilefcctive, and leaves 
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in doubt whether the irregular intermittent that occasionally was nu- 
nifested after his admission, depended, as it so often does, on tlu' 
chronic gastro-enteritic irritations under which Mackin unquestiona- 
bly laboured, and of which it was an efteetj or whether it had com- 
menced as intermittents commonly do, and to which the chrpnic ir- 
ritations had supervened. 

’ This case affords another evidence to the fact of peritoneal effusion 
accompanying chronic inflammation of the alimentary mucous tissue. 
In this instance, peritoneal inflammation was designated in the ad- 
hesions and highly vascular state of the new-formed membranes, as 
well as of the jieritoneum in the hypogastric region. 

At no time* was the accumulation of fluid in the abdomen so great 
as to occasion inconvenience, or to interfere with the healthy func- 
tions. The distress suffered, and derangement of function expe- 
rienced, emanated from the inflammation of the digestive and intes- 
tinal mucous membrane. When it existed in a certain intensity, 
paroxysmal fever was present; as soon as local depiction and regimen 
had reduced its intensity, an improvement was manifested. Kven the 
dropsical effusion had, disappeared- The expression of the face, 
which was haggard, the constantly arid tongue, with tjjie vivid circu- 
lation of the capillaries of its mucous covering, and the defect of nu- 
trition, spoke too plain a language to permit the apparent amendment 
to impose on us a belief of a recovery. They too clearly indicated 
a change in the structure of the alimentary mucous tissue deranging i(s 
important functions, and under which the whole fabric gradually dete- 
riorates and decays. It is not the effusion of the serous fluid into the 
cavities that constitutes th^ essential feature qf the disease in dropsy, 
or that threatens in most ins^nces the life of the patient; it is the in- 
flammations of which the effusion is«the effect or consequence; and 
the alteration of structure induced by them that forms the real diffi- 
culty for the treatment of the disease, and the preservation of ex- 
istence. 

Case V.-— and JlnMarea. Mary Kremcr, aged thirty-four 
years, a married woman of ti^perate habits, admitted into the house 
25th August, 1828. l)een univell two weeks. She was attacked 
with intermittent fever iu the tertain type; on three successive days 
she took doses of salts and about a weak afterwards became af- 
fected with^erine haemorrhage, accompanied with fever, which con- 
tinued three weeks after her admission into the house. The ca- 
tamenia had been suppressed by exposure to cold about two months 
anterior to the appearance of the flooding. A previous attack of 
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' hills and fevers had caused an enlargement of her spleen which had 
existed about two years. 

On her admission she was feverish, complained of pain in the hy- 
pogastric region, with constant haemorrhage from the uterus; she was 
bled several times, and cupped freque ntly on the hypogastric region. 
After these expedients the haemorrhage ceased, but anasarca and as- 
cjtcs ensued, and increased to so great a degree as to occasion diffi- 
culty of breathing, inability to lie down, and every appeai'ance of a 
speedy dissolution. Punctures of the Iggs and thighs were resorted 
to, and a large c|uantity of w^ter was thus evacuated, from which the 
patient experienced much relief. The cupping was coi^tinued, and 
when tlie pulse was properly reduced, no symptoms manifesting irri- 
tation of the mucous membrane of the alimentary canal, the adminis- 
tration of the following pills was commenced: 6- Pulv. scill. grs. v. 
fol. dig. grs. viii. divided into pills of two grains each; a pill three 
times a day. 

The secretion of urine became in a short time more copious, and 
the swelling sensibly diminished. Her diet was restricted; and her 
ordinary drink was the infusion of juniper berries and cremor tartar, 
wdiich proved sufficient to retain her bowels gently open. The in- 
flammation of the spleen was treated by frequent topical depletion 
when the pulse appeared to demand it. 

IVovembcr l6//i. — At night, owing to indulgence in improper diet, 
her pulse became greatly excited; she had head-ache and a high 
fever. She was bled to ^xxx. and her diet reduced to barley and 
gum -water. 

• Diet increased to mush and milk, Wdth a small portion of 

chicken soup. The patient rapidly improved; her appetite became 
good; she uilnated freely; the anasarca gradually declined, and the 
effusion into the abdomen in a greaTt measure disappeared. 

December 17 th. — Kremer remains in the ward without a single 
dropsical symptom since last report. Her health is as good as if has 
been for some years, and she is employed in sewing, aad otlier light 
work. Case recorded by Dr. Hunt, resi^f nt physician. 

Remarks . — The report of this case is not as full as could be de- 
sired, but it is sufficient to prove that Kremef^^^s the subject of ex- 
tensive local inflammations, which preceded tne dropsical effusion. 
When this state existed iwits fullest extent, from the disheartening 
results of the former practice by hydragogue cathartics, they were not 
resorted to; and general and local depletions with restricted diet 
were principally relied on. 

The condition of this woman appeared utterly hopeless, and no ex- 
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pectation of a recovery was entertained. The abdomen was very^ 
much distended, anasarca prevailed to an extreme degree, and 
for more tlian two weeks she was propped up in bed, unable to as- 
sume the recumbent posture. 

The distention of the lower extremities was so great, numerous 
. punctures were made into the skin, from wliich the effused fluid con- 
tinued to discharge for ten days or more; the extremities were re- 
duced to their liatural size, and at the same time the swelling of the 
abdomen diminished. 

From the history of this case, depletion with regimen appears to 
have subdued the inflammations of the* digestive organs, of the spleen 
and uterus, which had given rise to the dropsical eftusioni, and which 
have not again recurred. 

Case \h—MalignmU Intermittent* Nov. 4^A.— Charles Cavciiaugh, 
aetat twenty-two, was admitted about twelve o’clock, reporting that he 
had intermittent fever. He had been engaged during the summer at 
work on the canal at the Juniata, where he had contracted the disease; 
and of a gang of three hundred who left the city, he stated more than 
half were dead. It was originally tertian: for the las^ week it hail as- 
sumed the quotidian type, coming on at two o’clock. This change has 
been effected by fatigue in travelling from the Juniata. Habits intem- 
perate. 

When the chill was subsidingabouttwoo’clock to-day, the fever com- 
menced with the sensation of a violent blow upon tlie forehead, and 
immediately he jumped from his bed, and ran about tlie ward with tlic 
wildness of maniacal delirium. Beipg overtaken and replaced, he. 
appeared ignorant, on becoming betted, tliat he had lel't his bed. At 
this period he was found labouring under a most violent ^'xcitement; 
he appeared almost distracted with the pain in his head; his respira- 
tion was eitccedingly laborious; the skin very hot; and the pulse full, 
strong, and frequent; ^xij. of blood were immediately taken from 
his arm, an4;'in a few minutes after he was completely relieved. 

7 P. M. asleep, with his )i^ covered; woke up alarmed; skin very 
hot; pulse full and freque'ht 

Better this morning; the intermission is not complete; skin 
hot; pulse frequent; tongue moist and furred; eyes injcctetl and jaun- 
diced; absolute diet; hot revulsive'^ to anticipate chill; the paroxysm 
in the afternoon was nearly as violent as that of yesterday; required 
two nvaii^o hold him in bed; his spleen was so engorged tha'c it rose in 
a large ball under the hand; having some tenderness at the epigas- 
trium, and a <lry, fuiTetl longue, he was ordered to be cupped freely. 
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(')///. — A tolerable intermission early this morning; tonj^c nearly 
( U*aii. Ordered to take in solution a grain of sulphate of quinine 
every hour. Paroxysm came on an hour and a half earlier to-day; 
not so violent; mustard plasters were applied to his extremities when 
the chill threatened; tongue very much furred in the evening. Order- 
ed cups again to epigastrium. 

7t1u — His stomach still irritable; tongue foul; omit quinin«'; sina- 
pisms when chill threatens. 9 P. M. Had no paroxysm this day. 

Discharged well, having liad no return. — Case reported by Dr. 
Jones. * 

Remarks . — This case was ah intermittent of malignaid: character, 
threatening apoplexy in the paroxysm. The intemperate habits of 
this man, it is most probable, gave to his brain the predisposition 
which invested its sympathetic irritation when, in the febrile stage, it 
began to be irradiated from the stomach, with its extreme intensity. 

A full bleeding immediately arrested the violence, of the cerebral 
irritation, and diminished the congestion of the brain. The same 
remedy would have been more freely urged, but for the habits of 
the patient, which always counter-indicate the very liberal employ- 
ment of the li^cet. The intemperate are very soon prostrated 
by general bleeding, and when they once begin to sink$ it is almost 
imimssible to rc-excitc them. This is one of the causes that render 
inflammations, and diseases requiring free depletion in their treat- 
nnnit, so generally fiital in those who abuse the employment of ardent 
spirits. They will not bear the treatment which can alone cure them. 

A circumstance in this case to be remarked, is the extraordinary 
suddenness with which the cerebral irritation commenced, and con- 
sequent raptus of blood to the bt'ain. Cavenaugh insisted on it, he 
had received a blow, and for a tilde was unconscious of his situation. 
We have here presented the mode in which apoplexies are induced, 
and whicli so commonly draw*the cerebral irritation on which they 
ilcpend, from gastric irritation. 

It is also to be .observed that the sulphate of quinine was not tole- 
I mUmI by tile stomach, the irritation of which it augmented, and that 
tlie cure was effected chiefly by attackiu]^ the gastric irritation, by 
low diet, cooling demulcent drinks, and loci^lepletion. . 

Case VII. — Malignant Intermittent^ with Gangrene of Right 

Lang. Fin, an Irishman, aged twenty-three years, admit led 

into 01011 “!? cliniral ward, September 22d, 1828. Habits of excessive 
intemperance, was reported to have had intermittent of tertian type, 
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for several days previous to his entrance into the ward, but no account 
of the treatment. 

On admission, at six in the evening, he was in a paroxysm; the 
force of which was sustained by the brain. Tlie symptoms were hot 
skin; pulse full, frequent, and soft; head hotter than the body; face 
, turgid and flushed; eyes rolled up in their sockets, watery; gnashes 
his teeth; speechless; insensible to surrounding objects; cannot be 
roused; appeai^^to have but little sensation when pinched on the ex- 
tremities; pressure on epigastrium produced contortions of the face, 
and marks of pain. . * 

The head^was enveloped in cloths ifipped in cold water; the arms 
were sponged witli cold water; hot applications to legs; cups to the 
epigastrium; and fomentations of tepid flaxseed mucilage to the abdo- 
men; when the he^t of the surface was somewhat reduced: at 9 P. M. 
movable sinapisms were applied to the extremities, and cups to ihe 
back of the neck; bowels opened by irritating injection; cold barley- 
water for drink. 

23d.— -Condition entirely changed; countenance composed; eyes 
natural, perfectly sensible; skin moist, and of natural temperature; 
tongue tremulous, covered with yellowish fur; pulse soft and regular; 
no pain of head. Treatment continued, with exception of sponging. 
Paroxysm commenced at noon with chill and vomiting; became in- 
sensible; eyes wild in expression, and rolling in their sockets; caro- 
tids pulsated with force; face did not flush, or skin become as hot 
as yesterday. Same treatment continued, with calomel gr. xx. suc- 
ceeded by soda powders; pulse 90 and full, but without Ibrce; cups 
applied to epigastrium; bowels were freely opened. 

24/A.— Apyrexia in morning; quite sensible; skin moist and natu- 
ral; tongue moist and furred, but disposed to clean oil; pu4se 80, full; 
complains of pain in abdomen, and lies witli legs drawn up to relieve 
pressure, by relaxing the abdominal muscles; 80 leeches were applied 
to abdomen; gum-water for sole nutriment. At noon no paroxysm; 
pulse reduced by leeching; skin cool; sinapisms to cp^treinitics with a 
view to prevent the cold stage. Paroxysm attacked in the evening 
with usual cerebral disorder, but less intense. Same treatment. 

25/A. — Apyrexia again complete; sulph. quinine gr. ii. every hour, 
to be omitted should paroxysm return; blisters to legs in order 
to excite a more durable impression; the lower extremities to be 
wrapped in blankets, wrung out of hot water, to be renewed as they 
lose their temperature; hot bricks to feet, anJ cold applibatioiis to 
the head. Perspirations was excited by the remedies, and ihe pa- 
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roxysm in the evening consisted merely in slight delirium, with a 
wild expression of the eye. 

GO///. — Mucli improved; tongue cleaning; skin moist and natural; 
chicken soup, with milk and water for drink; at twelve o’clock in- 
jection of laudanum to prevent foiuiation of chill. Evening. Pa- 
roxysm lighter than that of yesterday; bowels opened by an injection.. 
. 27///. — Slept well; diet the same; no paroxysm to-day. 

.28///. — liested well; apyrexia; stomach sick towards evening; sus- 
pend sidph. ([iiinine. ^ 

29///. — Had a good night^^ tongue cleaning; pulse good; renew 
sulph. cjiiinine; diet, beef tea and gruel; bowels regular, 

30///. — Convalescent; breast of chicken ; sulph. quinine omitted. 

Ortobvr — Improving. 

2// and 3</. — Ajipcared to be convalescent. 

4///. — Feverish, but had no chill; discovered a large sloughing ulcer 
on the sacrum; poultice applied, and relieved the pressure; fever de- 
clined towards evening. 

5th, — i^light fever in morning; spts. mindereri every hour in 
mucilage; fever increased towards noon. * 

6///. — Has (fough and soreness'of chest; pulse 115; skin hot; 
bowels open; tongue furred and tuMd, but not red; cough increased, 
with increased force of pulse at night Ji^vcnesection §viii. and cups 
over e])igastrium; diet, barley-water. 

7ih, — Jllood drawn was buffed; cough lessened; pulse reduced, 
soft; bowels moved three times; spts. mindereri continued, and brown 
mixture. 

8///. — Cough more sei^re; eJipectorates puruloid mucus. Examin- 
ed with the stethoscope; respiVSiion was natural in left lung; no ve- 
sicular resiViration in right, but sound of tracheal respiration was 
clistinguislied; cannot make a^full inhalation, aft it excites pain whicli 
is referred to epigastrium; pulse soft; breath excessively fetid; bowels 
regular. 

'riiough he has'becn much exposed to the weather, he has not had 
previously any cough; cups freely applied over the right side of the 
thorax. Evening. Very slight fever; hoarseness; cough troublesome; 
sputa exceedingly offensive, and have suddenlj|become of dark brown; 
at first the colour was supposed to be caused by the expectorant he was 
using. The chest again examined, gave indication of natural respira- 
tion in lefj: lung, with absence of respiration in the right, and somi^ 
mucous rattle. 

9///. — Same state; treatment continued. 

10///. — Cough violent; respiration hurried; breath has gangrenous 

No. VI.— Feb. 1829- 39 
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odour; bowels open; eups to chest; anodyne and spts. inhidertMi; 
cough abated after cupping; venesection §vi. and omit spts. niin.- 
dereri. 

11/4.— Cough diminished; respiration more natural; no fever; 
tongue clean; pulse soft, frequent; blister over right side of chest. 

, 12/4. — No change. 

13/4.— Same state; no fever; expectoration dark bloody appear- 
ance, and exceedingly offensive; blister drew well; bowels open. 

15/4. — No change until to-day, when pulse became very feeble; 
mind wandering, and surface covered with sweat. Brandy toddy and 
volatile julep administered with generous diet; appetite good. 

16/4. — Has no pain; believes he would be well if it were not foi- 
the cough; it is very troublesome; face pallid, and covered with svveat. 
'rreatment continued. 

ir/4. — (irows worse; respiration short and hurried; pulse excited 
by stimulants, and skin becoming hot; desires cold drinks; fac(‘. jKiUid : 
lips blue. 

18/4. — Expectoration became more bloody, and at noon lia?nioi 
rhagje from the lungs ensued, which ap])eared to siitlocale hifii, as In* 
could not expectorate it with sufficient rapidity.— Cn«»e reported bv 
Dr. Ashmead, resident physician, who made the autopsis. 

The left lung was natural ;iithe right lung was solid; the vesiculai 
structure destroyed from pneumonic inflammation, advanced to I lie 
second and third stages, with a large gangrenous exc;i\ation. "riie 
notes of the dissection were mislaid by Dr. A. belore they were re- 
corded, which renders it less minute and specific than it ought to In* 
to prove perfectly satisfactory. c 

Remarks. — Fin’s case offers anoth^br 'exam pie of the malignant in- 
termittent type, or what may probably be nanuMl an i/ltermitleid 
coma; each paroxysm ^producing the degree of certbral irritation aiul 
congestion, on which that state depends^ General depletion wouUl 
have been atlopted in the paroxysm, had not this Individual been ex 
cessively addicted to the intemperate use of ardent spirits; we were, 
compelled to rely on cold to the head, revulsives to attract the circu 
lation from the brain, and local depiction. To prevent tin* foi rnalion 
of tte paroxysm, and to give another direction to the capillary excib'- 
ment than to the brain, irritations on the skin and exljemities were 
made to precede the chill. When these means had accomplished tin* 
objects intended, and the local irritations that could be detected were 
removed,ljPic sulph. quinine completed the task and confirmed (In- 
organs in their natural stale. 

1 he inquiry remains to be delei mined .i'' ((» llie period when the 
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piu'umoiiic iiiflanmiaiion under which the patient succombed, ov va- 
llum* its consequences, first commenced. Did it exist during the 
periofl of the intermittent, or was it contracted subsequently ? The 
Jast su|)position is not probable, lie was in a comfortable ward, had 
not left -his bed, and was not expose*! to any of the common exciting 
causes of that disease; neither were any symptoms displayed, such a| 
.usually announce the invasion of pneumonia. Besides, v’ cn the 
qougli attracted attention to the chest, the examination with the stetho- 
scope* ijiadc known the fact that the right lung had already passed the 
first stage, and had advanced into the second stage ot‘ the disease. 

I am ratliej- disposeil to believe that the inflammation of the lung 
had either commenced with the invasion of the intermittent, or that 
the lung, from some [uevious attack, had become hepatized, and the 
intermittent, by exciting new irritation, had hurried on the termina- 
tion in gangrene. On either of these suppositions, the pneumonic 
symptoms were suppressed for the time, by the more violent cerebral 
disturbance and gastric irritation, but became unmasked as those <le- 
cliiied in inteiisit}^ When an organ or tissue has sutfered in its 
structure from inflammation, has become hardened, indurated, or 
lio])atized, new inflammation excited in it, most generally proceeds 
rapidly to the pnMluctiou of disorganization, and gangrene is a usual 
(onsequonce under Midi circumstances. 

Cask VHT . — Chronic fntermittenL Arthur Murphy, actat 21, ad- 
mitled NovembiT ‘^21 st, with an intermittent, under which he has suf- 
fereiJ for moic llian a year. Ilis last attack has been a violent quo- 
^fidian everyday iliis w«ek. The pjiroxy^m appears at 10, P. M. 
wifh a violent head-ache and delirium; tongue furred and disposed 
lo ilrv; piihse full and frequent. Diet. 

— Ksca|)ed a ])aroxysin last night. 

— Had a chill at leii last night, succeeded by fever, whicli 
\^.is atfeiidod witli severe head-ache; longue cleaning; pulse full and 
fret 1 11 ent. • 

‘id///. — Had an attack of the same kind last evening; tongue clean- 
ed. Orderid, pill sulph. quin. gr. i. every hour. ^ 

^2.5//!. — A similaK attack last evening; has some head-ache tliis 
morning, widi a hot skin, and full, strong pulse. Ordered venesec- 
tion 

2G//i. — No chill last night; much better this morning. 

— Better: no chill last night. Piperine, gr. i. added to the 
'ulph. cpiiiur. 

"28///. — Contimic^. lo impro\ c: nti chill laj?t evening- 
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29th. — Better; no chili or fever. 

December 1a/.— T his man has had no chill since; improves every 
day in appearance; is now on full diet; ami in a few days will be sent 
out of the house. Case reported by Or. Jones, resident physician. 

i?cmar/cs. —This was a case of chronic intermittent, unattended 
with inveterate local inflammations, as most of the intermittents of the 
winter season, that enter our infirmary, usually are, and which ren- 
der their cure so very difficult to accomplish. It serves to illustrate 
the advantages of blood-letting and restricted regimen in these cases, 
in tlie immediate check put to*it by the detraction of blood. 

Case IX.— Intermittent^ with Cardiac Irritation. Edward Car- 
berry, mtat S4, since August last has been ill most of the time with 
intermittent fever. This man has experienced it sometimes of the 
tertian, at others of the quotidian type, and latterly has a paroxysm 
<ibout once a w^eek. He entered tiie medical wards, November 25th, 
with pains in his head and breast, considerable heat of the surface, a 
flushed countenance, and a full, frequent, and strong pulse. Says 
that during the paroxysm of intermittent, he suffered a great deal in 
his head and chest. He has been purged a great many times witli 
calomel and jalap, while treated out of the house. Considerable in- 
filtration into the general cellular tissue is present, and the scrotum 
especially is very much enlarged. Ordered venesection and absolute 
diet. 

26//i. — Was bled yesterday to ^xij.; felt at that time relieved; last 
night he had a chill followed by fever; this morning tongue clean; 
complains of pain in his eldest. Cups^ere directed to be a])])lied. 

27/A.— On examining his chest witIPEhe stethoscope, the impulse 
and sound of the heart on the left of the sternum is greater ami inorii 
extended than natural; under the sternum, and to the right, the im- 
pulse is considerable, and the sound carl be heard all over the right 
side of the chest. He says now, &at during the paroxysm of inter- 
mittent, he has always suffered with great op])ressiop and palpitation 
about his heart, and an equal difficulty of breathing. He wakes often 
during the night, with a sense of suflbeation, and has to sit up in his 
bed. lie was ordered to be cupped immediately on the region of the 
heart. 

28th . — The last cupping brought down his pulse completely; it is 
now full and soft; skin warm and moist; tongue clean. Sulph. qui- 
nine, gr. i. every hour. 

29//i.— The action of his heart has greatly diminishcfl, so thal the 
excess of sound oi impul e is mm h less perr‘‘plible; his pulse is hill 
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without force, and less frequent; he slept last night better than he has 
done for some time, and was not once disturbed with a sense of suf- 
focation. 

December is now convalescent; the anasarca has 

deserted him, and the scrotum is aliuost reduced to the natural size; 
he has had no chill since the evening of the 25th ult. ; the action of his 
heart is almost natural, and he sleeps undisturbed. Dischar^* d well. 
Case reported by Dr. Jones. 

Ilcmarks . — In this case of intermittent, irritation, or what is pro- 
bable, inilammation of the hjart, a very common consequence of the 
interjnittent paroxysms, had.t)ecome developed. Froi\| the state of 
tlio pulse and the pains in the chest, Dr. Jones, who had charge of 
the? ward, and is one of the few gentlemen who have availed them- 
selves of the opportunity presented by the practice of this establish- 
ment to familiarize themselves with the use of the stethoscope, made 
an (‘xploration of the thorax, and determined immediately the cause 
of the symptoms ol which he complained. The cupi)ing directed by 
Dr. J. to the cardiac region, had an immediate effect in abating the 
irritation of the heaid:, and convalescence was at once established. 
The tpiiriine ii^this case was prescribed more with a view to guard 
against the consequences that might result from the habits of the pa- 
tient, who was intemperate, than on account of the intermittent type 
of the disease; that would fall of itself, when the local irritations main- 
taining it were dissipated. 

Cask X. — Inlcrmiltent Fever with Gastritis. Mary Ann Jacobs, 
•igt!d thirty-five years, a«marri||d woman of good habits, has had for 
a year or two past pain in her^'iSiest with cough, and complicated for 
six months Vi th intermittent fever. She was treated, previous to her 
admission into the house, for the intermittent fever for some time, 
with bark, wine, &c. without success. She states, that three months 
ago her husband, while in a stiite of drunkenness, threw her down, 
and stamped on Ivjr breast and abdomen, since whicli she has suftcred 
under almost daily paroxysms of the most acute lancinating pain, 
which is aggravated during the chill. She has been cuppe<k and hail 
blisters and fomentations applied without any other than slight tem- 
porary relief. Admitted into women’s clinical ward, October 29ih, 
1828. No regular record of the symptoms was kept during the first 
fi>ur days.^ From that date to November 3d, she was several times 
bled and cuppi d. Had a paroxysm of intermittenf fever on the 
Hiiril. 

Xovcmb* } y.h . — Fassed a \<uy irstle'*^ nigid : sleep u as allogclher 
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precluded by severe pain in the stomach, accompanied with sickness. 
Thei’c is tenderness of the whole abdomen, with flaccidity of the al> 
dominal muscles^ bowels open once a day,- very little pain in the 
head; skin warm and dry; tongue moist, covered with a light white 
fur, except at the point, which is clean, and somewhat red; pulse 
'full, strong, and frequent. Ordered venesection §xij. ; barley watc'r 
and lemonade for sole diet and drink. Afternoon, half past 3 o’clock. 
Had a chill about noon, and now suflers excruciating pain, wdiich slie 
refers to the scrobiculus cordis; has tenderness of the abdomen; skin 
cool, and rather pale; tongue dryish; pulse frequent, not veiy 
strong. Leeches ordered, but could not be procured, and cups were 
applied to tlic epigastrium, followed by fomentations. 

5//i.— Passed a good night; pain to-day not so great; tongue re<l, 
and covered with light fur, indented by the teeth; nausea; pulse fre- 
quent, (112,) tense and quick; blood drawn yesterday cuppe<l and 
buffed. Ordered venesection; (the abstraction of ^xix. induced syn- 
cope;) eighty leeches were subsequently applied to abdomen; fomen- 
tations and hot foot-baths. 

6/A.— Much better; no pain, and less tenderness. She had no 
chill or fever yesterday; no nausea since the leeching, > skin is in good 
condition; tongue much more natural; pulse frequent, of more vo- 
lume, quick, and somewhat tense: blood taken yesterday coagulated 
with firmness. Ordered venesection |xvi. and hot foot-bath : continue 
absolute diet. Afternoon. Pulse rising. Ordered eighty leeches 1o 
abdomen, to be followed by fomentations. 

7th. — Still better; no chill yesterday; skin soft and j)lcasant; pulse 
frequent, of good volume, compressiWe, and slightly tense; bowels 
open daily: blood of yesterday inflammatory. Ordered fomentations 
to abdomen, and hot foot-bath. 

8/A.— Improved; the following liniment directed to be rubbed te- 
pid on the abdomen four times a day:—!}. Spts. campli. giv.— s])ts. 
terebin. ji.— aq. amnion., tr. theb. aa ^ss. — ol. oliv. ^ij.— M. It. 
lin. Allow a few table-spoonsful of soup daily. 

11/A.— She has some pain in the head; slight tend(*riiess of the ab- 
domen; il^in perspirable; tongue natural; bowels regular; pulsi*. 1 12. 
somewhat tense, and of good volume. She was directed to take ca- 
lomel, grs. ix. 

12/A. — Suffers under more pain than she has lately felt; skin jire- 
ternaturally warm; tongue goml; pulse 104, quick and tense; bowels 
cq)cned once yesterday. Directions were gi\en to lestrict lior diet to 
barley water. Kvcnie.g. Still refers to the scrobiculus cordis as ibo 
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(j 1’ pain, which is now sharp, lancinating, and incrcaseil in dc- 
isrcc. Eight cups were applied to the epigastrium. 

13/A. — Suflers less, though she is incommoded by the eructation of 
an acid gas^ bowels open seven or eight times in the course of the 
night; pulse less tense; skin and tongue natural. Fomentations and 
hot petliluvium. • 

14/A. — Improving; bowels open three times yesterday, bit not once 
during tlie night. Allow a small quantity of chocolate deprh ed of its 
oil. ^ 

2()/A. — She has been mcncjjng, and employed in nursing a child in 
the wai <l for two days past in the enjoyment of tolerably health. She 
has, as arlicles of diet, in addition to the chocolate, Indian gruel and 
milk and an egg. Slie still has a slight cough, but the stethoscope 
rxhihits a perfectly healthy state of the lungs. 

3Ia 7. — She is troubled with occasional returns of slight pain. Or- 
ihu ed to rub the tartar emetic ointment over her stomach twice a 
dny. 

737. — TIu‘ ointment has produced a copious crop of pustules. Al- 
though she n as unwilling to vSubmit to the remedy, she states, that it 

scatieri'd"’ life pain almost immediately. 

ikvemficr 18/A. — Has been engaged as an assistant in the ward 
‘iince last report, without a return of the intermittent, and makes but 
slight complaint of the pains she suffered in her stomach. Is allowed 
animal food: she has acquired flesh, and her complexion is greatly 
improved. Case reported by Dr. Hunt, who had charge of the 
ward. 

Iktuarks. — In Iho treiftment of intermittent fever, the type of the 
diso:is(' shouhl not be attended to while the symptoms of local inflain- 
inalioiH are*slrongly marked. They arc of the most importance, and 
no ])erinauent impression can^bc made on the disease until the local 
affections are subdued. This precept is universal, not only as it re- 
spects chronic, but also acute or recent intermittents. The febrile 
paro\\sms, iiotuithstanding their periodical character, are as much 
svmpathefic, and as clearly emanate from the local irritations as are 
ior.tiniied and intlammatoiy fevers, that are unequivocally the pro- 
iluct, of topical inflaiipnation. The simple removal of the local affec- 
tion is, very frequently, all that is necessary to dissipate the periodi- 
cal febrile disturbance; but when they are removed, the cinchona and 
i(s jireparations, that were previously impotent, are now remoilies nt 
almost s])ecilL certainty in arresting and preventing the recurrence 
ol tile febrih* paroxysms. 

rin* case of .lacobs is a striking exemplification ot the coirectiiess 



:U0 .lackson^s Clinical Reporla. 

1 

precluded by severe pain in the stomach, accompanied with sickness. 
Thei e is tenchu ncss of the whole abdomen, with flaccidity of the ab- 
dominal muscles^ bowels open once a day; very little pain in tlie 
head; skin warm and dry; tongue moist, covered with a light white 
fur, except at the point, which is clean, and somewhat red; pulse 
4ull, strong, and frequent. Ordered venesection ^xij. ; barley water 
and lemonade for sole diet and drink. AftAnoon, half past 3 o’clock.. 
Had a chill about noon, and now suffers excruciating pain, which sl)e 
refers to the scrobiculus cordis; has tenderness of the abdomen; skin 
cool, and rather pale; tongue dryisl\; pulse frequent, not very 
strong. Leeches ordered, but could not be procured, and cups were 
applied to the epigastrium, followed by fomentations. 

5^A. — Passed a good night; pain to-day not so great; tongue reel, 
and covered with light fur, indented by the teetli; nausea; pulse frc‘- 
quent, (112,) tense and quick; blood drawn yesterday cupped and 
buffed. Ordered venesection; (the abstraction of ^vix. induced syn- 
cope;) eighty leeches were subsequently applied to abdomen; fomen- 
tations and hot foot-baths. 

— ^Much better; no pain, and less tenderness. She had no 
chill or fever yesterday; no nausea since the Iccchingf skin is in good 
condition; tongue much more natural; pulse frequent, of more vo- 
lume, quick, and somewhat tense: blood taken yesterday coagulated 
with firmness. Ordered venesection gxvi. and hoi foot-ball^ : continue 
absolute diet. Afternoon. Pulse rising. Ordered eighty leeches to 
abdomen, to be followed by fomentations. 

7tlu — Still better; no chill yesterday; skin soft and pleasant; pulse 
frequent, of good volume, compressible, ami slightly tense; bowels 
open daily: bloo«l of yesterday inflammatory. Ordered fomentations 
to abdomen, and hot foot-bath. • 

8/k.— Improved; the following liniment directed to be rubbiMl lim- 
pid on the abdomen four times a day: — R. Spts. campli. giv. — s|)tH. 
terebin. — aq* amnion., tr. theb. aa ^ss. — ol. oliv. ^ij. — M. It. 
lin. Allow a few table-spoonsful of soup daily. 

11/A. — She has some pain in the head; slight tenderness of the al)- 
domen; perspirable; tongue natural; bowTds regular; pulse 1 1,2. 
somewhat tense, and of good volume. She was^ directed to take ca 
lomel, grs. ix. 

12/A. — Suffers under mor‘ pain than she has lately felt; skin pre- 
tcrnaturally warm; tongue good; pulse 104, quick and tense; bowels 
opened once yesterday. Directions were given to restrict lier diet lo 
barlev water, Kvciiiiu;. Still refers to llie sernliici/'is cordis as ibe 
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55oat t»l' mill, which is now sharp, laiicitiaiiii^, and increased in de- 
^'ee. Ki«;ht cups were applied to the epigastrium. 

13/A. — Sufters less, thougli she is incommoded by the eructation ot 
an acid gasj bowels open seven or eight times in ihe course of tlic* 
night; pulse less tense; skin and tongue natural. Fomentations and 
hot pediluvium. • 

14/A. — Improving; bowels open three times yesterday, but not once 
during tlie night. Allow a small quantity of chocolate deprived of its 
oil. 

2()/A. — 8hc has been mem^lng, and employed in nursing a child in 
the ward for two days past in the enjoyment of tolerably health. vShe 
has;, as articles of diet, in addition to the chocolate, Indian gruel and 
milk and an egg. She still has a slight cough, but the stethoscope 
exhibits a perfectly healthy state of the lungs. 

i21.v/. — She is troubled with occasional returns of slight pain. Or- 
<lered to rub the tartar emetic ointment over her stomach twice a 
day. 

‘23(/. — "fhi' ointment has produced a copious crop of pustules. Al- 
thougii she nas unwilling to submit to the remedy, she states, that it 
•• scattered" tifc pain almost immediately. 

Dvvemher 18/A. — Has been engaged as an assistant in the ward 
since he^t report, without a return of the intermittent, and makes but 
-'light complaint cd' the pains she suffered in her stomach. Is allowed 
animal food: slie has acquired flesh, and her complexion is greatly 
improved. Case reported by Dr. IlexT, who had charge of the 
ward. 

Nnnurk.s . — In the treiftment of intermittent fever, the type of the 
di.seas(‘ should not be attended to while the symptoms of local inflam- 
mations ;ue*slroiigly marked. They are of the most importance, and 
Tio pei'inaneiit iiiipi ession caii^be made on the disease until the local 
affections are subdued. This precept is universal, not only as it re- 
spects chronic, hut also acute or recent iiitermittca4;5. The febrile 
parow sms, not withstanding their periodical character, arc as much 
s\ mj)athetic, and as clearly emanate from the local irritations as are 
continiu'd and inflammatory fevers, tliat are unequivocally the pro- 
duct of topical inflanpnation. The simple removal of the local affec- 
tion is, very fre«iuciitly, all that is necessary to dissipate the periodi 
cal fchrile disturbance; but when tliey are removed, the cinchona and 
its preparations, tiiat were previously impotent, are now remedies ot 
almost specific certainty in arresting and preventing the recurrence 
of tile febrile parowsms. 

'The case of Jacobs is a striking exemplifu ation of ilu* correctness 
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of the preceding observations. Before her admission she had been 
treated for the intermittent type by cinchona, wine, and other similar 
means usually resorted to for the cure of intermittent; and the local 
inflammation, (gastritis, and it is possible a limited peritonitis,) were 
disregarded. Failure and defeat were the consequence. The intcr- 
niittent proved intractable; the woman’s sufterings increased, her 
general health was rapidly deteriorating, and she was compelled to 
seek refuge in our wards. 

As soon as she came under jthe treatment of this establishment, a 
reverse system to that which had prove^dy not merely ineflicient but 
mischievous, ^vas instituted. It was the intermittent that was disre- 
garded; while the local injflammations, previously neglected, were at- 
tacked with energy, and without intermission, by the most direct and 
effective measures. Exactl^r in ^proportion as the local diseases were 
abated, did the intermittent paroxysms decline, and finally disappear; 
and since they have been completely subdued, vigorous luiti ition has 
been restored with every sign of health. 

Case XI. — Gastro-mUro-pnmmonitia^ with Cerebral Congestion. 
Samuel Robinson, astat twenty-five, entered the mcfiical wards on 
the 26th of November. He was taken up by the police that inorii' 
ing, from the street, where he had lain during the night, and broiighl 
into the house almost inseiisible. His lips, gums, and tongui^ wore 
covered with a thick crust ofblood, which was constantly oo/.ing out 
of them, as well as from the nostiilsi face of bron/.e colour; the skin 
was hot and dry; pulse full, with little force; the ejiigastriiuii sens! 
ble to pressure; breathing was laboring, the'*inspirations being shoi I. 
and followed by a groan. He was directed to have cups applied to 
the epigastrium, and an injection to open his bowels. 

27^A.-— More intelligent, and gave some account of himself; he hnd 
been a cook on board some of the small craft in the river; had taken cold, 
and been troubled with a cough and difficulty of breathing for morc^ 
than a week; acknowledges he is very intemperate; the opigastriuin 
continues tender; the other' symptoms remain the same. Bowels 
were opened b^'the injection. ^He fvas again cupped to the epigas- 
trium and lower portion of chesti In the afternoon he appeared ini' 
proving In some respects, and thought himself well. As his respira- 
tion improved very little, the" thorax was explored; the respiration 
was pbaciirc, and preseh^^ the crepitating rattle in both r.ides. ll(‘ 
was ordered to be cupped freely to his chest. Cold has been kept 
constantly a])plied to his head. 

— Move lively this ntorning; sensation more acutt‘; feels that 
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lie IS unwell; exudation of blood continues frpiu gums, lip, and 
4onguc, whicli are incrusted with it; great tenderness at the epigas- 
trium; skin hot and dry; breathing much improved. Ordered sixty 
lecclics to tlie epigastrium^ cold injections and tepid emollients to his 
abdomen; hot fomentations to his feet and legs. •> 

SLOth . — In some respects improved; more intelligent; tongue and 
lips less incrusted with blood; pulse stronger and less frequent;^ 8 kin 
moist, yet rather hot; bowels open, several times this morning; he was 
directed to be dry-cupped over the ch^st; became excited during the 
operation, and had scarified^^ups applied, which drew about ^ij. of 
blood. His breathing was much relieved, and his face lost imme- 
diately its dark, red hue. : ^^4 ^ ^ 

— Took fifteen drops of laudanum last evening, and slept se- 
veral hours; tongue less incrusted, ^ 4 . nht as dry; breathes easier; 
pulse remains the same, (132,) var^h^in fullness and force, accord- 
ing to Die dilGculty of his respiration; cups w^e again applied to the 
chest, and about ^iij. of^blood were procured. 

December -Breathes easier; took fifteen drops of laudanum, 
and slept all night; tongue moists and cleaning from the edges; pulse 
fallen to 118, and not qilite so strong ; skin warjn; a blister directed 
to each side of the chest ' . 

— Took laudanum and.slept well; blisters drew weH; skin natu- 
ral, in tlic afternoon perspirable; bowels open; diet chicken water; 
expccioratioji commencing; rattle less crepitating, and more mucous. 
Ordered to take two grains of blue pill, . and one^fourth of a grain of 
opium every three iiours. 

ChL — Still improving;<bowe]s open oncQ yesterday; skin natural in 
temperature; perspired coQsid^ably last evening; pulse weaker; to 
have sago tb-day in addition to his chicken water; tongue nearly clean 
and moist. 

15/4. — Continued to gather strength, and is now walking Jlout tlic 
ward; convalescent; diet yearly full. 

Remarks . — By the iiusologists, this case would have been called 
typhus fever, by some practitioners, congestive fever, and by others, 
lyphoid pneumonia. Itobiiison had been Hi^cted wi^ cou^ and. diffi- 
cult respiration, preyious to the night he.vjnts exposed^fo the>weather. 

Cold acting on the surface, diminishes the action of the culi 
cular capillary circulation; it iS struck with torpor; the blood thub 
repelled, oj* what is the same thing, no called into this exten- 

sive surface, the effect of its diminished actions, must be disposed ol‘ 
in some other tissues, in whicli it accumulates in excess, and thus con- 
gestions are esiiililished. 

No. VI. — l\d). 
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When any organs or tissues arc the scats of morbid irrilaiiuns, or 
by former haliits, arii. constantly inaintained in unnatural excitement,, 
the reflux from the surface is attracted to them in preference to any 
others; for irritatioii ip an organ is like magnetic power, always draw- 
ing ^towards itself the cuxulating fluid. But the imtatiop, is au;:;- 
menlted by this incited afflux of blood, and instead of simple con- 
gestion, wbinb ;ugo^il4,hnve been fornte^ in ajhealthy individual, or in 
onp sober 1^11^),. there is lifted up intense and disorganizing in- 
flamntptiene,. 

Beblnson, it is presumable, na4 been attacked with pneu- 

mepic inflammation, wben-he tins to the exposure, and 

from his gxcessive potatipM, jnpst have,hnd his stomach and brain in 
an iruritated state. that were the principal 

suftrers when he with the mucous tissue of 

the superior aerial, • The increased quantity 

of the circulating had carried their ir 

ritations up to active iifflamms^ns, with d||jerioration of function; 
henef the difficult, embat^MSedipspirai^li, ^ompanied with groans, 
the Tangui^.cf .pSln;lh«mee the-jsen^j|i^ epigastrium, and 

genenib|tm that prensnre.m^ted abdomen, which called for 

local' deplettoDS, the mucilnj^opp^l^entations and cold injections; 
heiiite the •.d^awuftlllimiidsbed'iKnsflnlity which made him at first 
saaredy.cenaciona of his .illness, but td>iivhinh he became sensible as 
the cerebri^ fhljt|i',nxi«rcised. 

Had the.tjpheid l^j^ptomisbeen penmtted to govern the treatment 
of this case, without a. reference to the pathological condition of tlie 
otginSj or the name typhus, which fe^tmuld have hesitated to pro 
nounee in'reli^eace to it, been sulfer^phlJl'^ve possessed any weight, 
and a stimulatii^.prael^ce been pursued; 1 have no hesitation in be- 
lievingj^xwu what I have witnessed in the former practice of this es- 
tablishfllmt, that a most formidable andhdisastrous train of symptoms, 
slpnped with true malignancy, would hi||e been generated, with a 
fatal issue to the'patient. 

^vaUjr'WB&yparable viehl^ it have beed to have looked upon this 
|i]gf of congestive fcvci', ill whicli 
ws)!|Lte|lj{Oi«nlocked by-apmeral depletion and 

thriibei^-mH^ c^^.’ 

. 6en^ftl4epletiia^^ vrkeii eimnsiVe iBflammations have become ra 
dicated^ debiHt&teathe tissues aiiiL organs, which lu\ve ali'ead> 

necessar^J^ a tendency to astheniu irom the abstraction of thcii 
forces and^fluids in favour of the diseased organs by the inoi bid ii 
ritalion going on, iinfinitely more than it diminishes the loo great 
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energy of the inflammatory actions, and thus thMconomy is crippled 
•in its only certain means of dcfendt, and depimd of | 9 l most cflec- 
tive powers of restoration. 

. The action of diseased organs are tof be opposed YriMtaitecessfully, 
by rou.^ifig up and antagonizing against tiiem t^ actions of t^^or' 
gans or tissues that have not patt&Oit of the vkorbljA cMdition, itts 
intended to relieve. Bjr alrdV^^.^flinds 
•overwhelming the diseiniill tfte Oibi^ dEil^bii >in 

Hieir favour, it is possible to obtain bv^rt, isdien accoppllslfctd, and 
the natural balance of pow^ond ss&nbn .beM^eOn the organs^ over- 
thiown by the disease, opder, if restOra- 

tion be any longer b' measlTfe iit‘ But for 

tlie attainment of this ol 

j 1 ^ •» 


must have powfer; sboiflti 



hajMitimt,' ^KHliavdleir 


leehlencss, to have excited 

make a decided impl-el^tt ^ 

lion will prove abortilj&'j • ' • * »VV' 

(leiicral depletion, 
nate actions of the cbnttbfbi^aS'of 

functions threaten fb ekti^dtlHlfr dMSjlllhifiefe of 
organs unassailed l^ disease, is per%iastfy 

inises no further advantage; ofltewslfy 

ing inflammations sealed in Ihe intJawie ’ 
capillary Vessels of the or^idi. Its itofowfllceoj^i;^^ 
diseased organs; it striked equblly thosbrttatNi^'siiW and -oii the 
diversion c flee ted by their actions, brought Alioitt by natul^- or, esta- 
blished by art, depends the'^l^ety of the patient./ 'GeiibraU^eedipg 
»loes not co-operate, on the^^e^ the economy, m'oppolltibii' teethe 
disease by* which it is invaded; bdth equalljrjfeel ^Mb^efectsf thoy a**® 
weakened, but their relativ^d|9sition8 are the same, 'and il0.|wlVance 
has been made towards remoWhg the disseverafifee of the nawalej^- 
pathetic connexions of the organs, and a* restoiiition of the fialancj^ol 
t heir actions, ill* which health consists. . 

The lancet, a remedy'' admirable, iiHddlM, and^ppllerfllfetrt^di- 
rccted on sound pnnciples, 
fm, has been a wbi^^n of destrur 
It was the conviction of the injutfi^^^ 
employment, that some years pas^rdts 
took place, when, for a period, It was J ^ 
been a short time before eictolled; the 4& of tbta means even fell 
into perfect discredit, and running into the Opposite extreme, the 
diseases which profuse general ileplction had IWled tucure, were, on 



free 

eS Ihe which 

bh fcnoiiiOted as it had 
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that ground, subjected to a treatment truly incendiary, and not less 
hostile to ibe recuperative operflions of the economy. 

The principles precedingly indicated, are those on which this case 
was treated, and -ftn whibh all' those exhibiting similar organic and 
functional lesions ar^.inanaged,*iu,the wards whilst under ou,>- charge. 
U IS not oidy,,tl^.^mter certajn^ attending this system whicli com- 
mands for,j^..a^^iiil^nee, fant.^^pron^tnass with which symptoms 
ofa Veti^jy^i^jpUraide aspeci dtsa^^ti^rd^ of which this case of 
Rdbinsoh^iln^nts a, striking j^ta^e. 

Case Xll,-T-Plmiarj0^^nm^mi9 leS^^ii^lflatro-^enitis. Manslicid, 
aged thirty-five ye4u:il||;^^49i|^gerate ht^ts^ was admitted into the 

cliidpal watd,eii 

la^t fisll on his left side, and 

shoridy after was of cramp in his chest, for 

whi49i''he toofeJaudaluiw^j^l^Midill^^ apparent relief; but feel- 
ing no permanent benem^ fee .came fnthis hma^. The symptoms on 
adm^on were; |^e of.a;d^J,^<hip^ bdiP breathihg short; skin 
pret^ajiil^yi. wa^#. b9«ial|a peaftaadeeneBs of epigastriu m ; 

con^{l:bd'expectdratea;a aang^<dalbt» viMnd fiuid; sbund of lower 
part'bf ^eJeft. side of the, q^|it*if|all when percussed; no vesicular 
re8pitati(M({|il^pijRaticibin: jp^hah^Wtvral,'tDngue inclined to be dry, 
covered a. h^vy, .in^eantrei; no head-ache, except 

a sUgfat canSi^;|K4Bl^pi^|pS> Ojdffled'jpnps to epigas^ium and 

low^r^^.of li^ Wehtation^ to abdomen; and 

acidu|^t«r|i>p?w^r di^k «ad diet 

tm^rness <d‘..tha«piga;|rium Dot altogether relieved; 
pntse, n^eu^.apd 'tense. \Orda.rM-to ^tfsat cops to the scat of pain. 
Evenu^ frogik^pain; pulse still frequent, but reduced in 

force} t6t|j^. 4E^,.Mme tte yesterday; jj^n rather warm and moist; 

bowels dp^ tal^., flaxseed tea, wiP^ream of tartar ^ij tart. 

an&n. gf. ij. to the Oi. «nd continues the gum and barley water for 

diblt. . 

WiU not retain any thing, except in 
and rather frequent, 88 per 
ten ^mj|& ^e red at tifi^and edges, centre 
coyetim .^peat tendency to dryness; skin ra- 
ther diy^.oiDBtt fla^eed c&jnline him exclusively upon gum 

and barl eyj^w atm, and coip^e hot fomentations. 

13/A,;yP^orse this morid^; prosjgf^on; gr^at tenderness of ti»e 
epigastrium; eyes injected; breathing short and frequent; pulse active, 
frequent, and rather-tfense; tongue very dry, incrusted witli a brown 


coyie^im 

ther diyfomtt fla^eed .m, ({ 
and barley-water, and cimra||)i 
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I'ui’ ill centre, edges very florid; face flushed; siw rather warm; vc- 
fiicular respiration on the right side, and on the bron^ial mucous 
rattle; wiu ordered venes^tion STiin bat not more than ^iv. could 
be taken, ^wing to the sihking M the pulse; eighty Mitbhbh.were or- 
dered to* the epigastrium and lower '^part of ys chest. Evening. 
Worse; is very restless; appears i^lHb&in gyeat i^|iy}pN^.iiiequen't 

Upium gr. iv. and caloiHi^^^*-t!jtveTefy'‘.ltoS^^ 
injection of sixty drops of laudan|i||i;'^iyul to eebtinue tt^rwards in- 
jections of brandy every boi|;t|ih« ^^rau,e(k|^lik, and died about 
ten o’clock, P. M- Gase repihri^ h^^er'‘.C}i^pfetf • 

Autopsy , — Examined nextmorni^^.^||odgigt{i^EQ(Pbhc dark 

'hue, from venous bloocU cr«M^iU- 

ing, contained in.brw ohi^ 

not collapse, felt solid; a(UiewBtfeci^|||l^^i^l||f!^^l^Wiien]yil 
|)rcscnted the three stagW j||p^mr pati^ of the '^ier 

lube was crepitating, n^ couested^^l^ bl^ than natural, and a 
watery mucus was contra^d’'il|wt’Hsi^li(|NfchIantltresicleB; tho^md" 
die of the lobe was hepftttt^, 

fluid: tlie lower lobe was nehrly<I^PwNcffeniiB^t--|t was ^th 

reddish, purulent matter^ and i^iltl^nbo^df the long,- 
softened down to such a degree gff Jotear, -Whendilieestrei^ hs^ u^ fiy 
their own weight; the peiicudihiu cohtti^ml!i||^t’^Li0f^eE6w se- 
rosity; the heart of usual sixfr. In'ftO puUnsiififii^SirCRy, itS"^mifica- 
tions, and right ventricle, there exis^ a solid mts^lim'^of ;^nin, 
"perfectly white, dense,%nd/^0m:in cottBistency,''iilui ^tesdilil^^. a 
iibrous structure when tQm,'i^i<^ required a considerate It 

was very evident from its ^aracters that ttfijs, coi^^!ilitfii;/ej;(^’ not 
have been formed in the few |||purs since death, but- ihust faikve etmt- 
ed some time previous thereto! A similar coagulum, quite frdm 
colouring substance, but of much less oOnsil^hcy, was found ini ^ 
loft ventricle, and in the aorta; and which most p'tlfbably was tdso 
fornicil previously to deadi. Abd,eme[if''|j^ser nh|il^; 
large, so much softened it tore tq,jd||||^l^^tempt^^l«^^£^tjy^ 
its place, and wouId^|^.4M|iKte 

region mucous tissue reddened in s^^tl^lll^de, drfaldiNl^re per- 
manent; the tissue, natural cpn^istenly s|^ thicimess; alhnentary 
canal, no morbid appearances of consequ^j^^ ^ 

Itemarks.^lvL this is presented at ca^ of, ph^monia advanc- 
ed to the thud degree, complicated with inflanimation of tlie spleen, 
which liad progressed to its last stage, and with gastritis. Mansfield, 
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extremely intemp^te in his habits, like most of those individuals, 
could give but an ilSiperfhct acooUtKt of the earlier periods of his dis- 
ease, and it is doubtfUr Aether it was caused by the fal||aiid blow 
he receivfed chiest^ or Whilthe^ a chtonic disease was only ag- 

grivatedf by that aeiMcnt.'^’ who are habitually under the in- 

Huence their ^Biiibility so much blunted, they arc of- 

which their organs are 
I cannot but hesi- 
: the he nijft bMtott* df the middle portion of the 



and the 
effected in th6 shd 
The splceKi in thla 
cohdi^on* " 

p^^^ert'ecl to 
"nJ^dompIic^tionO^bf 
ilrawn as to the symptdli^^ „ 
Th* 


^hulf of the lung, had been 






Ol 

w^tioi 

[ iui| di^^pbs^^ 
ca^ ' is'dbt' 
inbta^^ bf4 


andlhai^e'^t 



kis admission. 

lajTj^^fnto the production of the 
acute inflammation of the 
I ifhjnrti^ble that some of the 
proceeded from this organ. 
^*^ei*idft any inferences to be 
id .^thq inflammation of llie 
it is proliable, was 
ofthe patient than the 
ftlly adequate^o tl le purposes 
ts' survive a much longer period, 
''ab; to'the present instance. 

^ the heart and large vessels, 

isl£[^%fi^'l^^ediate cause of deatli in this 
ibn <di^umltane^ I have seen repeated 
cause of the formation of these ro- 


not known, in disease, 

and hecqmes tkeimmediate cause c^ih^atld tej;pination. The agony 
of MiMcifilild' lrebsmble#that which atteiids disiblution from obstruc 


lions i^dtilation of the heai^;and the body liad the same 

appi^rancb'as ib ||reseiited bj those who perish from that cause. 



Casa 

Wi& 


sidei 
scat of goSn. 


Might Limg, Richard Harrison, aged 
^oh the 20th of November, in the colls 
^as tre||ed with the usual remedies, 
;S6th, Cdtfplaii^ of pain in his right 
ordered to be freely cupped over 
ilt greatly relieved, but his eye being 


O J » 

much inflamed, and havi|%-an ulcer on the cornea, he was ordered to 


Ihe where he wii& pitedpsH^ treate 1 for that affection ^ the 

rups wtri^^repeated twice to. his chest with advantage; he also made 
of a common cough mixture, and tirank freely of flaxseed tea, 
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('oniainiiig supertart, of potash, 3ij. — tart antifflb g)*- ij* 
tciiig guin-water and gruel. Wi|8 rep^q^ved clinical ward. 

December \^th. — On ex^inaiion of bis cheat, p{|rcussion elicits 
a very flat sound all over the r^it aidci and no can be 

heard iu^that lung 3 he coughs very ofian, an^y^^nga up with 
culty a viscid, thick expectoratiqiPf ,,^aie of 
vessel when reversed $ tangHt^ 4^j 
frequent and irritated; 
breath fetid. ()rdered*tinct optL 
— tea-spoonful occasionally. Sm 
slant. On examination,^ 
cd opiates to be freely glven^ 

• 13/A. — Continues to ,sii 

room 5 pulse very small; 
rxircincly fetid; diatrhoea 
opiates; but he gradually 
ported by Dr. Clark. 

^Qutopsy . — An e: 
merely to the thora^ in; 

111 lias. The left collapsed 


gr. xii-mw^ter^. 
;jCOUgh alingii^ Cjto- 
iauspaoted. drd^r- 

. isjl ov^ithe 
, a«»l 




shqdy, but 

perfectly natural in structure. 

of a soft, grumous mass, of blacKconlji^*/Si^adhefjionalo^^ _ 
existed. ^On attempting to reippTO t^o % Wiw 

ruptured, and the lower cf a 

quantity of putrid coaguIat^bpHM^ uud 
Ilonarks , — ^^fhis case oiK^^.anc^ii^i^ 
ganizafioii which may occur ij^the^viscera of 

hi biting premonitory sym|^|i^to indjice a suspiciooof %he ittjensHy 
of tlic discilse. HalHson was brou^t to th^irifirj(^yjiff^.^p third 
or fourth time with mania a potu. Jit this pmodhb |l^:^cpttgh ol 
consequence, and attention vrtws not directed to hqi 'thoracic or^^ins. 
It is, notwithstanding, most probable, ^ha^ he-waaihen labopritig'im- 
der the pulmonaiiy alfectioii that terminated his exio^neC. , As me 



as nci^t^^X 
cian 'iUd nil? 


imy 


symj)toms of mania subsided, some 
not have been urgent, as the residj 
notice to it. Deingi^rJranSS^rcd tq; 
the observation of thfe medial 
ilie clinical wards, two days previoui ^ 

The affiy;tion of the right lung approa^^^ in it$^ anatpmKal cha- 
racters to the iincircumsciabec}(|^ngreilC cj|^ARNJ^^ which he states 
may be placed in the number of the most inrc'of the organic dis- 
eases.” This morbid organic affection cifccurred but twice in the ex 
tensive researches of this eminent cultivator of palhological anatomy 


ward, her^wjM^jtinh^icr 
?^lbe wais^iy^tinto 
^ i^j^eath. 
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ill a space of tweiitj-four years; and but five or six instances ot' it had 
been met with in the hospitals of Paris. 

At first it might be looked upon as pulmonary apoplexy; but Diis 
disease is always in circumscribed spaces of the lung, and is accom- 
panied with profuse,^(||immoptoe, which in this case was abscivt: 

ibbk showing^ Persona admitted into the. Medical Wards of the 

In&tvuili^pMJ^MnUi County of Philadelphia^ and the 

Jmmberpf bOween the.Sd of LuBtember, 18^, and the Ist of December, 


MfiDi 
C'AJu WARDS. 


F*1§^182r,Dec:3, 
tp,1828, Jan. 7 
To February 4 - 
To March 3 - - 
Toj(foriJ7 - . 
Toffi^A . 

* - - 

IPft Augurti 4 - I 

Tp^ 8eptj^^ i 
^ Octbb4^6 - 
Tp.Jirov^inber 3 
To December 1 



..126 I 8»1 1 101 I 349 _J_44 I 

RemaiAing Dec. let, 18^8, in Men's Mtedical Wards^ 54; in the Women’s Me 
791 & Ihe CeDs, 11. 

RECAPITI^LATION. ^ 

..... 1162 

• -> 126 

Per centage 10.84 

; Trea^ in women's nmdicid wards .... 841 

Deaths - - - - 101 

Per centage •- - ' - 12. 

ifi'ceRs - . 349 

D^a^s - - , . . - 44 

■ / P^ 'oentage - 


wWle^uniber of pa^||Si^'4^ 

Deaths - - 

jgH^centege . ' 

* f4W itjff ^be patients in the cells are admitted fo^ mania a polu . 
tThlS number includes 88 injhe w^rds, December 3d4 1827. 

1 This number includes 56 in the wards, December 3d, 1827. 

^ I'his number includes iu the cells, December 3d, 1827 
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Ari'. VI. Case of Tetanus.-^Respiraiion perfornied by one Lung,, 
with Vigorous Nutrition and General HeaUlu By Samuel Jack- 
son, M. D. Assistant to the Professor of the Institutes and Prac- 
tice of Medicine and Clinical Practice in the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 

1 WAS requested to visit Henry DaviS) an apprentice to Mr. P. 
printer; Saturday, March 22d, 18£8. About two weeks previous, while 
running through the yard, he struck his^igh against a splintered toard 
projecting from a fence. A ipnall si^perficiajl been tniule in 

the skin, and was dressed with adheaive?.pla8ter. On Monday, the 17th, 
. lie complained of a pain in his neck, and of sore throat, but continued to 
attend to his duties. Friday, £Qthf wte^|Df|cfa;Worse he was confined 
to l>ed. An emetic was given, and.i^Ibwed bjr a purge, which did 
not open tlie bowels: was very unweU. during fho night, and eaiiy in 
the morning calomel, grs. x. was adij^i^istef^* 

I'his lad was twelve years of age, had enjoyed good health since he 
had boon in the city, which was thrao jrears, and had walked rom 
Pittsburgh to Philadelphia. ' He was welf made, stout lic^bed, and 
active. 

When 1 saw him first, I found him labouring under the opisthotonic 
form of tetanus. The jaws were firmly fixed, the head drawn back, 
the bodyTorming an arch, the abdomen tense and hard, breath fetid. 
The wound in the thigh was veiy healthy in appearance, and had 
nearly cicatrized; it gave him no pain. 1 examin^ it well, but could 
• find no splinters in it. ^ ' 

A tourniquet was applied round the thigh, above the wound, an in- 
jection giv^n to open the bowels^ and the spine directed to be cover- 
ed the wliole extent with leeches. A small number only could be 
obtained, the stock in the city having been nearly exhausted through 
the course of the winter’s practice. Failing in the means to .press 
this plan of treatment, the opiate method was adopted: two fiUndred 
drops were given, to be repeated every hour and a half, increasing fifty 
drops with each dose. The spasms continued to augment in intensity ; 
the laudanum appeared to,. occasion no marked effect, except sonic 
confusion of intelleet, but Hi) const|mfl|^ g||<lre correct answers to ques- 
tions. He expired at 9, P. M. ha^mi; taken one thousand five hun- 
dred drops of laudanum since twelve^clock. 

Autopsj", eighteen hours after death, was performed the next day, by 
Doctor Hoi«ner, Adjunct Professor of Anatomy, ^th his usual accu- 
racy and minute observation. 

^o. VI — Fcl). 18£9. 


•II 
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The body was well proportioned, and father large for the age of 
the individual; discoloration of back, sides, and neck, from settling 
of blood; muscles of extremities rigid, fliose of the neck relaxed; right 
side of the thorax, rounded, fuller and larger than the left, which was 
contracted. 

The skin of the thigh, where the wound was situated, warf’ dissected 
off. On the inmer surface there was no mark of injury or appearance that 
the wound had extended through the drin. The fascia covering the mu s- 
cles presented no alteration to the eye; when raised a small discolour- 
ed -spot,, the size of a pea, existed on the under surface, which was 
covered with fetid pus;i;he muscular filifes in immediate contact were 
hardened and inflamed, for about the space that would be covered by 
a sixpence. The fascia was separated into layers, and in its sub- 
stance was found imbedded a small splinter of wood, an eighth of an 
inch in length, and two lines in width. 

Brain.— The dura mator being raised, the veins were very turgid, 
and when the brain was removed, the blood ran freely from the vertebral 
veins and jugulars, when the head was pendent. The arachnoid was 
perfectly transparent, but remarkably arid; it felt as thougli it had 
been wiped wi^ a dry cloth: this appearance particularly attracted 
the attention of Doctor Horner and myself; neither of us had met 
with it previously. The vessels of the pia mater were turgid and con- 
gested with blood. 

The cortical substance of the brain was darker coloured than is 
common. The medullary substance exhibited numerous reddened 
spots, formed by oozing of blood from the extremities of divided ves- 
sels. It was very firm, not a particle of fiijid was contained in any 
of the ventricles. The cerebellum and medulla oblongata uifei ed no 
unusual appearances. 

Spinal marrow. — The spinal canal was laid open to the last lum- 
bar vertebra. The arachnoid and pia^mater were natural in appear- 
ance; the vessels in the last very full of blood, but which might be 
attributed to the position of the body: no fluid existed in the canal. 
The spinal cord was removed and carefully examined; like the brain, 
it Was uncommonly firm, but offered no positive pathological con- 
dition. 

Thorax.— The heart was, df' natural and® consistency: all its 
cavities were empty, no coaguU of blood in them. The right lung was 
very large, crepiteting, in pei^ectly natural state as was also its in- 
vesting SiSCiOUS covering. The left lung was compressed into a solid 
mass, the size of the fist, but no others 'se changed in structure 
than wliat resulted from its condensed state ; and the cavity winch it 
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left, wai filled with cellular tissue, apparently produced by lyniph 
having been effused, and subsequently organised. 

Abdomen. — Stomach and intestines, except lower portion of ileum 
which was contracted, distended with flatus. Stomach contained the 
fluids, ajul milk coagulated, he had drunk before death. It was very 

• i ^ ^ 

much distended^ cardiac extremity, where the contents were princi- 
pally contained, was of faint red colour; no injection of vessels; the 
mucous tissue of this portion softened s6 as to peel off by scratching it 
with the nail; in the other portions of the stomach it was whitish, thicker 
than is commonly seen, natural firmndls. Small intestines contained 
no faeces; the mucous tissue eff natural whitish colour and consistency: 
large intestines loaded with liquid, greenish faeces; the tissues of na- 
•tural aspect. 

The liver and spleen exhibited nothing different from their usual 

state. 

Remarks . — A circumstance in this case, worthy of remark, is, that 
one lung alone performed the office of respiration, and was perfectly 
adequate to all the purposes of hsematosis, and of healthy nutrition, 
and not incompatible with the possession of robust health. The pe- 
riod when he Ivad suffered the attack of pluritis, from the effusion of 
which the left lung had been compressed, and had not again expand- 
ed, could not be ascertained. He had never spoken of any severe 
illness, previous to coming to the city, and he had enjoyed full health 
during the three years he had resided in Philadelphia. 

The points in this case that invite attention, are, 1st. The wound 
was healthy and rapidly cicatrizing, and it is not presumable the ir- 
* ritatioii which excited th£ tetanic affection emanated from this source; 
^2(1. Tlic minute splinter in the fascia, around which unhealthy pus 
had been fifi ined, it is probable Was the point whence the irritation 
was transniiltcd to the spinal marrow; 3d. An unusual aridness of 
the arachnoides and tirmness*of the brain and spinal mmrow, were 
the sole appearances tliat could be connected with the patholpjgical 
state; and 4th. That a fatal tetanus may result from an irritation of 
the spinal marrow or brain, not sufficient to the excitation of inflam- 
mation or alteration of structure. » 
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Art. VII. On the Diseases of the Cornea. By Isaac Hays, M. D, 

one of the Surgeons of the PeDnsylvania Infirmary for Diseases 

of the Eye and Ear. 

The impulse given to the study of pathology by Bichat, and so 
successfully pursued by his followers, has not only entirely changed 
the character of this department of medicine, but imparted a new as- 
pect to the whole science, which is no longer composed of depart- 
ments, living no dependance 8r connexion with one another, but con- 
sists of a sin^e structure, of which anatomy is the basis, and physio- 
logy, pathology, and therapeutics constitute the successive super- 
structures. 

Pathol(^ formerly consisted in little else than uncertain groups of 
symptoms, to designate which an endless variety of names were ap- 
propriated — ^for as these ^^ups were founded on no certain bases, they 
were incessantly varyin^^new terms were necessarily required — no 
certainty could be attained in reference to the application of names 
prevtou^y given, and hence the inextricable confusion and absurdities 
of nosology. 

Every disease must consist in organic derangement, and this 
may be considerable, or so trifling, as not to be cognisable to our 
senses, or such that the powers of the system are sufficient to effect 
restoration; in these latter instances it has been erroneously consider- 
ed as mere disorder of function, for it is impossible to conceive of any 
derangement of function without an equivalent alteration of structure. 
Modern or physiological pathology is based on these morbid changes; 
symptoms are viewed merely as referring to, or as the means of ar- 
riving at,a knowledge of these derangements; and semeiology has 
became a subsidiary department of pathology. Certain assemblages 
ofaymptOihs arc no longer looked upon as a disease, but as ^^nddencos 
of thpgs unseen,^^ by reasoning from which, we arrive at a knowledge 
of the disorganizations by' which they are produced, and the disease 
itself is thus kept inwiew,' and is a principal object, instead of the sig- 
nals by which it is made known. Semeiology has become more cer- 
tain and fixed, and pathology infinitely||||ated in importance, since 
it forms the only true basis df iherapeum^ an acquaintance with the 
precise n|Lture of the derangements, and the manner in which they are 
effecte4«%onstituting an essential preliminary to a knowledge of the 
meml^ correcting them, the great end of the healing art. 

mil class of diseases were involved by the old pathological doctrine'^ 
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ill more utter and apparently inextricable confusion than those of the 
eye. So embarrassed were the descriptions of these affections, and 
so forbidding their nomenclature, that tlie medical stjpdent turned from 
the study of them in hopeless disgust, and for a long time their treat- 
ment wa^ abandoned to itinerant practitioners. Physiological medi- 
cine has thrown a new light upon these complaints; some of the most 
distinguished men in the profession are engaged in their investiga- 
tion, and ophthalmic diseaCSes must soon be as thoroughly understood 
as those of any other organ. 

In the preceding series of this jounHil we attempted to withdraw 
the diseases of the conjuncti'fh, scierotiea, and kis, from the obscu- 
rity in which they were involved, by applying to them the lights of 
^physiological pathology; on the present occasion we propose making 
a similar attempt in relation to the affections of the cornea. 

When it is considered that the integrity of this part is essential to.the 
exercise of one of our moat important senses-^that its diseases illus- 
trate those of vital organs, and which cannot during life be subjected 
to examination — and that the most erroneous ideas are entertained re- 
specting its pathology,* though its i^ituation and structure afford sin- 
gular facilities for the study of its diseases— -this essay, should we 
merely succeed in attracting attention to the subject, will not be with- 
out value. 

The cornea consists of three distinct tissues; an extern^ covering 
which is a continuation of the conjunctiva; its proper substance; and 
an internal lining membrane. 

The conjunctival coat of the cornea is a mucous membrane, ex- 
tremely delicate, transparent, colourless, devoid of epithelium, and, 
in a healthy state at least, exhibits no villi or follicles. It is abun- 
dantly supplied with blood-vessels, and is united to the subjacent 
cornea by a cellular tissue, which is too short to be demonstrated. From 
no villi or follicles being perCeptible in it, and its acute inflammation 
usually terminating in effusion of lymph, as in serous tissueaf it is 
regarded by some pathologists as belonging to this class, while others 
consider it a scro-mucous membrane. It certainly is more closely 
connected with its subjacent tissue thanllny other of its class, and 
suffers considerable mod^|ition of character; but we are inclined to 
consider it still as eksentm^ a mucous membrane, lymph never bmng 

It has been gravely asserted by a distinguished surgeon of Edinburgh, in a 
paper oiilyTreccntly published, that ulcer of the cornea arising from gonorrhoea, 
differs from that produced by any other cause, and may be distinguished by its 
Ttluvpc. Wc mav safely leave the refutation of this rtbsuidity to the good senses of 
«>ur readers. 
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poured out' from its free surface as in seVous tissues, but always in 
its substance, or into the subjacent cellular tissue.^ 

The second coat, or the proper substance of the cornea is a trans- 
parent, insensible, elastic, iibro-cartilaginous tissue, and consists of 
two portions. The external portion is composed of a number of con- 
centric or parallel lamina, connected by a cellular tissue,^ the cells 
of which are fi^lled with an unctuous fluid, having all the characters 
of the impet^ctly coagulated, diaphanous mucus, which occurs in 
the centre of the inter-vertebral fibro-cartilages. This cellular tissue 
is abundantly supplied with absorbents* By boiling the cornea, we 
obtain gelatine similar to that obtained from the other fibro-cartilages. 
M. GaNDRiN^t in his admirable work, informs us, that when we tear 
the cornea after macerating it for a long time in a mineral acid, it 
ruptures parallel to its circumference, as if by the separation of con- 
centric fibres; it is, however, impossible to render these fibres visi- 
ble, but M. G. tliinks that the above experiments, and several pa- 
thological considerations prove their existence. The internal portion 
is very dense, and is united to the other by cellular tissue. It is 
very important to bear in mind t^eso vtwo divisions, as the patliolo- 
gical phenomena which they exhibit are somewhat diTerent, and in 
consequence of the greater density of the internal lamina, it is much 
more difficult to penetrate with cutting instruments than the exterior 
ones, and in operating for cataract by extraction, the knife is apt to 
be turned by the former portion, and the instrument, instead of 
passing through the anterior chamber is inserted between tlic two 
portions of* the cornea we have described. The blood-vessels ol 
this coat are derived from the sclerotica, »and in a healthy state, 
like die vessels of the other parts of the cornea, they carry a colour- 
less fluid* 

The third tissue is an extremely delicate serous membrane, wliicli 
lines die internal surface of the cornea; and is intimately attached to 
it. (The existence of this membrane has been denied by some anato- 
mists, and it must be confessed that no one has succeeded in demon- 
strating it*by dissection, t but its existence is rendered highly probable 

* At least we have never seen filaments of lyinph 'formed on its free surface 
as occur in serous membranes, "and if .it ever happens, it cannot be of more fre- 
quent occurrence than other niucoiis membranes, as on the lar>'ngeal mucous 
membrane in croup, &c. 

t ‘^>)<>'tomique des Inflammations, Vol. I. p. 331. 

t CjUlIrBell, however, says in his Anatomy, Vol. III. p, 249, 1.ondon, 1803, 

* * aflfceKiplleration, 1 have found raised in the fluid a veiy delicate and trans- 
parent membrane from the internal surface of the cornea.” 
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fruni aniLlogy, and is we thmk, proved by several pathological pheno< 
inena which we shall indicate hereafter. 

We have thus briefly noticed the anatomical structure of the cor- 
nea, and tlie physiological characters of the tissues which enter into its 
composition; we shall now attempt to trace the pathological changes 
eflcctcd ih these tissues by disease, and their treatment. 

I. Liflammation of the Mucous Covering Memh ane. 

1st. Jlcute Inflammation.^T\ie. first change produced in the mu- 
cous membrane of the cornea by acute# inflammation, is a slight loss 
of transparency, arising fro^^too great a fullnesa of its serous ves- 
sels. This being the effect of simple congestion, is immediately re- 
. moved on the restoration of the circulation. If the irritation, how- 
. ever, is continued, the colourless vessels become, so distended as to 
admit red blood, and they can then be readily distinguished. 
Around these vessels there is an effusion of coagulable lymph, , pro- 
ducing at iirst a slight cloudiness; biit as the . inflammation advances 
inure lyjnpli is poured out, the conjunctiva becomes of considerable 
(hickiicss, opac[ue, loses its smoothness and polish, and finally the 
vessels become varicose, transmit red blood, the lymph is organiz- 
ed, and the natural appearance of the conjunctiva is entirely de- 
stroyed. 

'I'lic iiifldininalion may be arrested at various periods of its progress, 
the absorbents take up tlie eflused lymph, and the transparency of the 
Conjunctiva be entirely restored. The degree of opacity removed by 
these vessels is often surprising, especially in children. We have 
seen in inlants in whcjipi the whole conjunctiva of the cornea was 
thickened and opaque, in consequence of puriform inflammation im- 
mediately after birth, the lympluentirely absorbed, and the transpa- 
rency of the cornea perfectly restored^ ' , , 

The indications of cure aere first to arrest the inflammation,. and 
then to promote absorption. The first is to be accomplished by 
general and local depletion, revulsives, and diet. In healthy indivi- 
duals, general depletion is to be preferred to local; when the patient 
will not, however, bear the former, or after it has been employed to 
sufficient extent, topical depletion may be had recourse tO, and for 
this pui;pose we usutilly prefer cups, wUch. may be^applied to the. tem- 
ples or behind the ears and back of the neck; the former situation is 
usually the best: or leeches may be placed behind the ears, but not 
to the eyelids as usually recommended; we have never seen them ap- 
plied there in the early stages of acute inflammation of the conjunc- 
tiva, that they did not aggravate the mischief. 
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The bov^els are to be kept open by saline purgativeSi and the most 
rigid diet enjoined. 

After the violence of the inflammation has been subdued by these 
measures, blisters will be found serviceable; earlier than this, how- 
ever, tlicy invariably do mischief. They may be applied behind the 
ears, to the back of the neck, to the temples, or to the arms or legs; the 
two first situations are usually to be preferred; after the inflamma- 
tion has beefl entirely subdued, and we wish to institute a permanent 
drain, they may be applied to the arms or the legs, especially the for- 
mer, with advantage; or a setma will answer this last purpose exceed- 
ingly welL As revulsives in the earliejhstages, pediluvia will be found 
usemU " r 

When the inflammation is dissipated, stimulants must be applied tc 
the cornea to promote the absorption of the effused lymph, and for tliis 
purpose an immense number of remedies have been recommended; the 
best are the nitrate of silver, the red precipitate ointment, the corrosive 
sublimate, and sulphate of copper. I prefer of these, the nitrate of silver, 
which should be employed in solution, one to four grains to the ounce, 
of iisHlled water, dropped into the j^e several times a day. This so- 
lution soon decomposes unless kepl^n^om the air and ..light; as soon, 
thereflxre, as it assumes a reddish colour, and small particles are seen 
floating in it when shaken, fresh should be prepared. • The corrosive 
sublimetb'is used in solution, one or two grains to the ounce of dis- 
tilled ^ter. Much difficulty is often experienced in applying these 
solutions to the eye; it may be accomplishedVith great ease by means 
of a small quill or glass tube about two inches long, which should be 
introduced half, way into the solution, and the upper orifice then 
closed with a finger; the eyelids are to be separated, and the lower 
end of ihe, quill or tube placed uea* thei^ornea; the finger being now 
removed from the orifice, the fluid will flow out. Great care should 
be taken not to employ these remedies too early, that too much 
Ectuui be not excited by them, and that it be only temporary; other- 
wise, instead of absorption being promoted, there will be an increas- 
ed deposition of lymph. 

Dupuyteen, we learn, is extremely successful in the treatment ol 
opacities of the cornea. . He removes the infla|pmation by the usual 
Moodies, and then onibirs to bfe blown into the^ eye equal parts of 
pr<qpai^d tutty, sugar candy, and crdomel mixed together and reduced 
powder. This he continues for several weeks, and 
seldom fails to effect a cure. If the opacity is very old 
introduces a seton into the back of the neck, and the. 
powder is blown into the eye some minutes at a time. 
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In several cases of extensive opacilies of the corneal coiijunctivat of 
Ipnp: standing, wc have employed with great ad vfintage finely powdered 
loai-siigai* and calomel, applied to the spot with a camel’s hair brush. 

Local stimulants will not, however, always succeed in effecting 
absorption 5 when this is the case, mercury should be resorted to, but 
not to the^ extent of producing salivation. We usually prefer the 
calomel in combination with tartrite of antimony and nitrej the pro- 
portion of nitre being larger than in the common nitrous powders. 
Few opacities, except in very depraved constitutions, or where the 
Jympli is organized, will resist the judicious employment of this com- 
bination; with ar solution of llitrate of silver, to the eye, or the calo- 
intd and loaf-sugar, together with a drain established by a seton in the 
Mieck, or a perpetual blister to the arms. It is, however, often ne- 
cessary to coiitinue these remedies for a considerable time^ 

2d. Climnic lojtammation.—h\ chronic inflammation the blood- 
Mvssels soon become varicose, convey red blood, and anastomose fre- 
<[ueritl y. Tlie effusion of lymph is usually more general than in acute 
inflammation, producing a gei|^l Opacity and thickening of the con- 
junctiva; this p;iembrane seems to lose its close attachment to its sub- 
jacent tissue; the cornea becomes affected, and frequently ‘*resem- 
blos in appearance tlic green colour which is presented by the frac- 
ture of common gunilint; sufficiently diaphanous to admit the percep- 
tion of light, yet too opaque to render external objects visible to the 
patient, excepting by their shadows, rendering it impossible to ascer- 
tain the colour of tlie iris, or distinguish the limits of the pupil* 

Tji the treatment of this inflammation, general blood-letting will be 
found of little service; topical depletion is much more useful* llie 
solution ofmitrate of silver should early be resorted to, and after- 
wards the solution of corrosive sublimate or the red precipitate oint- 
ment may be substituted, if die first does not succeed in ejecting a 
cure, llilsters arc useful, and in some cases we have seen ap- 
plied with advantage over tlic eyelids. T^ie vu’icose vessels should 
be divided with a knife, or elevated with a small hook and a poi;fioii 
cut out with scissors. .. 

This inilammation is oft^n excited apd k^^pt.up by a gitmular state 
of the eyelids, in others by the inv^^pn of .the lids, in suchcaa^iwe 
need not expect a cure until the isau^ producing it is removed* V ' 
Prcterng^lural Growths produced hy Chronic InflarnmaHon. — Cir- 
< uinscribed tumours, of a dense and firm texture, are sometimes formed 


'' Vcltli. A Practical 'frcatisc on the Diseases of the Eye, p. 68. 
No. VI.— Feb. 18V29. Al 
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upon the conjunctiva of the cornea^ and attain a considerable magni- 
tude, but such cases are rare. Mr. Travers says that he has “ex- 
cised the anterior hemispViere of tlie eyeball in an elderly lady, in 
whom the cornea was concealed by a tumour of a dark purple colour, 
protruding to such an extent between the eyelids, as to occasion great 
inconvenience and deformity. It had the appearance of beiu'g disposed 
in lobes, soniewhat resembling a bunch of currants of unequal size. 
On dissection, the cornea and sclerotica proved to be entire, and the 
morbid growth lying upon and adhering to the comeal and a small 
portion of the sclerotic surface^ had acquired the lobulated appearance, 
as if^by id%eneration of the covering conjunctiva; for delicate white 
bands, the only vestiges of this membrane, were seen intersecting tlic 
lobules at irregular distances, in the form of septa. The substance, 
on section, was firm, of a dark colour here and there mottled with 
white, and measured a- quarter of an inch in thickness, from the ex 
ternal surface of the cornea.’^f 

, Sd. Vesicular certain cases of mild inflanmut- 

tlon^ the serous vessels pour out a 4uid either in the substance of the 
conjunctiva, or in its subjacent cellular tissue. This secretion is 
very circumscribed, and forms small diaphanous vesicles, which usu- 
aiUy burst, discharge their contents, and leave an ulccr.t This may 
the proper coat of the cornea, or tlie breach may be repair- 
ed. ^b|S reparation maybe effected by the lymphatic vessels, and 
without any red vessels being visible, most frequently, however, blood- 
vessels may be seen running to the ulcer, these deposit a yellowish 
lymph, which is sometimes remove<ihy thei^absorbents, at others re- 
mains, forming an opaque cicatrix. 

^This inflammation is to be treated by topical dcpletioiq revulsives, 
and astringent washes, the best of which are the nitrate of silver and 
sulphate . of copper. 

4tb. PustuUtr Iif^fltHn^nation.^l?usin\es are not unfrcquently form- 
ed in the, conjunctiva of the cornea, and as in other mucous mciu- 
braues,.fhey are the result of inflammation of mucous follicles; we 
mclined to cohs^er thaia here as the cons^uence of follicular 
though iS^llidea have not been as yet demonstrated in 
It may be supposed, by some, that these pustules are mere 
8c^; we cannot, hourever, consider them as such, since they 
Si^^ibit the common appearances, no* ** follow the usual course 

* Sya^sls of the Diseases of the Eye, p. 102, ed. 3d. London, 1824. 

fThis anection has bctiii described by Gendrin. Op. cit. Vol. I. p. 523 
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of abscesses, and they often occur as concomitants of unquestion- 
:(b]y follicular inflammations, as small-pox, aphtha!, &c. These pus- 
tules are usually situated near the margin of the cornea. At the very 
commencement of this inflammation, minute fasciculi of vessels pre- 
senting a ^riangular form, may be perceived running upon the cornea, 
and at the point of each plexus a pustule forms. At first, this pus* 
tule appears in the form of a dusky, yellow, or reddish spot, a little 
elevated above the surface of the cornea, and in a short time be- 
comes a conical tumour. Coagulable lymph is^aecreted around the 
fiisciculi of vessels, and the qpmea in ftie vkinity of tiiO pustule be- 
comes more or less dense. The vessels always run in fasciciO!, pointing 
towards the pustule, and the redness is never diffused, as in common, 
acute, or chronic inflammation. Thb disease is attended from the 
commencement with pain, usually very acute, and lachrymation; 
tiiese subside as the disease advances. If the inflammation is not 
now arrested, a straw-coloured purulent fluid is secreted in the ptis- 
tule, its apex ulcerates^ it discharges ‘ its contents, and an ulcer is 
left, the edges of which are opaque* The ulceration may extend to 
the cornea, or restoration takel "place; this lattef* is effected by t^C 
effusion of coagulable lymph, which becomes organized, ^and the Stufr- 
plus is either absorbed, or an opaque cicatrix is left. 

The inflammation in this disease is very apt to return on j^j ^Ii^t 
irritation. In some cases where it returns frequently, ‘il[|[d pUStal^ 
seldom ulcerates, but disappears gradually, after having remained a 
few days. 

This disease sometimes occurs simultaneously with, and appears to 
be connected with small-jlox, aj^thse, and similar affections; at others, 
it appears to be produced by some circumscribed local irritation, or 
to be dependant upon a peculiar diathesis or state of the constitution. 
It usually occurs in children, ^and sometimes spreads through schools 
and large families; it is met with, however, in- persons of all :^s. 
I'hesc pustules bear some analogy to the aphthae observed in tSfe ca- 
vity of the mouthy on the tongue, lips, and on, the internal surface of 
the intestinal canal, and Professor HimIv siys that at a time Urbeh 
aphthae of the throat were very frequent at Brunswick, he also, found 
many small vesiclesjlieginning with an bsfliCmmntion of thO 
coat, and also sometimes, but more rcrely iff the corheO,^ 
saw a whole family affected with thiii diCeUse, one after another. Jti 
was,^’ saysrhc, a true catarrhal affection, and in some cases these 
vesicles disappear by diaphoretic medicines, in some hf blistei9, 
camphor, and antimony, without any local application, except muci- 
laginous ones. I think that it is just the same disease as sqphthm of 
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the intestinal canal, of the corona of the glans penis, and other fine 
continuations of the external skin. Those on the cornea becom<* 
worse if they are opened, and if they open themselves and form ulcers, 
they generally dry up by means of borax and white vitriol, but if they 
are neglected, they cause sometimes considerable ulcers which are 
.very obstinate and hurtful to the cornea.”* 

In the treatment of this inflammation, general blood-letting is not 
often demanded; topical depletion, however, is almost always useful, 
and this may be efected either by cups or leeches. The bowels 
should be kept open, aud for this purpose we prefer in the first in- 
stance calUm^l, and then a mixture of pulv. rhei and creta p])l. Jilis- 
ters are also useful, and they should be applied to the back of tlic 
neck, behind the ears, or to the arm, and kept open. If the pain is 
very violent, fomentations will sometimes afford considerable relief. 
After the inflaramationi is reduced by these measures, the astringent 
collyria should be employed; the best is the solution of nitrate of sil- 
ver. In the very onset of the disease it is also useful, and shoultl the 
patient be seen earlyenough, by touching the plexus of vessels with tlie 
argent, nit. and administering at thje' same time a smart purgative, 
the disease n^ay occasionally he arrested. In the latter stages of tliis 
disease the vinum opii has been strongly recommended. We cannot 
say anj' thing respecting its value from our own observation, as wc 
have experience- with the remedy in ophthalmic inflammation. 
In a few instances in which we employed it, we derived little or no 
advantage from it, and therefore have not persevered in its usts but 
it has been so highly extolled by respectable writers, that its utility 
in some cases can scarcely be^oubted. When the pustule is evidenf - 
ly filled with pus, and there is no prospect of its being absorbed, it 
is; better to open it at once. catefulTy with a sharp cataract needle. 
The ulcer tliat is left may^be cured, and the absorption of the lympi) 
promoted by the judicious use of the nitrate of silver and revulsives. 

5ih. The conjunctiva bears the same rela- 

tion to the cornea that the synovial mem'^ranedoes to cartilage, and pe- 

We have made tbta quoUtioni ffbr which wc are indebted to Wardrop’s va- 
essays on the morbid anatomy, the human eye, never having seen the 
with some licsitadoi^ as the disease is termed vesicular. Whether the 

S tcd of true pustules or really were vesicles, or whether an error 
itted by the author or the translator, we are unable to determine . 
lings are said to resemble aphthae, which are true pustules, i. c 
cryptx, we are inclined to believe that there is a mistake 
somewhere, and that tlie disease consisted of pustules. 
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riosteuni to bone, and like these membranes, it is much less disposed 
K) ulcerate than the part it covers. Ulcers, however, do form in it, 
and they are described by M. Gendrin,^ as always commencing by 
the formation of a very small tubercle, at first red, very little promi- 
nent, ami soon of an ashy white. This small tubercle, which is pro- 
duced by^nflammatory effusion into the conjunctiva, has been ofteib 
mistaken for abscess beneath or in the thickness of die conjunc- 
tiva. As soon as the ulceration has destroyed this tumour, we see 
a solution of continuity having elevated edges, ' fivid red, irregular, 
and at the base grayish. remains' in this state duiiQg the exist- 
ence of the inflammation, but when cicatrization is, abaumommenc- 
ing, th.e edges of the ulcer become less prominent, the redness less 
"livid, the base of the ulcer assumes a reddi|h appearance, the^size of 
th(^ iilc(U‘ diminishes, and if it has not extended beyond the thickness 
of tlu; cornea, it appears like a slight. excoHation. This may be the 
usual appearance and progress of ulcers of the cornea, but they cer- 
tainly do not always commence in this manner. They often succeed 
vesicular and pustular inflammatien; ahd we 'have seen them* appa- 
rently ])roduced by a real ulcerative absorptioti, the cornea exhioit- 
ing no a]iparefit loss of transparency, and no coloured vessels Or 
lymph being visible. 

Eliza Davis, aitat thirty, servant, applied to the Pennsy^^ia Bye 
fniinnary, January 30th, 1824. She had slight inffamma^n'of the 
yonjunctiva of one eye, and an indistinctness of vision, for which 
there \\as no visible cause. By the loss of a little blood, purging, 
and low diet, the inflammation abated in a few days, but ,the indis- 
tinctness of vision ineftasedJ^' At this period the cornea, though 
transparent, did not present a perfectly ligtural appearance, and on 
carefully examining it in certain positions, a very minute, irregular 
depression w as observed byijie irregular reflection of the light. 'On 
examination witli a microscope, at least fifty ulcers were seen on the 
cornea, all so minute that they could not be perceived by tbe n^ked 
eye; the one first seen was evidentfy filmed by the union of 
three or four. These ulcers remained for several Veeks, but ultimate- 
ly entirely healed. At no period was there any effused lymj^ or red 
vessels to be seen oji the comeal conjunctiviu''-' 

Mr. Ryall is, we believe, the 'oldy writer who has auoii<i!ed ilueise 
minute ulcers.t ^ ^ 

* Op. cit. Vol. r. p. 683. 

I Transactions of tlie Association of Fellows and Licentiates of the King and 
Queen's College of Physicians in Ireland, Vol. V. p. 2. 
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The first object to be attained in the treatment, is the reduction of 
the inflammation, and next to promote cicatrization. The first is 
be accomplished by the usual aiiitiphlogistic measures, and for the 
second, the best remedy is the solution of nitrate of silver. Mr. Ryall 
says^ that he has not unfrequently known patients of weakly, stru- 
mous habits to have been condemned to long confinemeA in dark- 
ened apartments, to a strict antiphlogistic regimen, and even to the 
influence of mercury, whose miseries might have been in a great mea- 
sure curtailed, liad the precise nature of their complaint been timely 
discovered and the nitrate silver applied.’’ These measures will 
usually eiltetca cure; should they fail, and ulceration involve the 
proper lamina of the cornea, we shall point out the treatment when 
we come to consider the^cerative inflammation of this part. 

II. Injlarnmatipn of the proper tissue of the Cornea* 

let. ^cute 2n/?am7na^tOfi;*p^The first step of acute inflammation is 
evinced by engorgement of the vessels of the part, and in the cornea 
it becioni^ visible by a slight haziness or loss of transparency. At 
lihis stage, resolution may take place by the contraction of the lympha- 
tic' Vessels to their original diameters; but if the disease progresses, 
the vessels become distended, and first admit a dense coagulable 
lynrpb^ a^d then the red globules of tlie blood and deep-seated 
vessels may be seen in the substance of the cornea, always running 
from the circumference towards the centre of the part. 'Fhese ves- 
sels are usually most visible at the junction of the sclerotic coat with 
the cornea, and on close observation they may be seen forming at 
thid part a beautiful rad ^one' of rectilineal' vessels, which zone is 
very diflereht from that occurring in iritis; the latter being formed by 
anastomosing vessels/ and situated a short distance from 'the cornea, 
leaving a whitish zone within it The, inflammation may terminate 
in effiision of coagulable lymph, or a puriform lymph, usually suc- 
ceeded by ulceration, or the action may be so violent as to pro- 
duce gangrene or sloughing; in some few cases blood has been 
effused between the^lauunce of the confi9- The lymph is generally 
deposited in the cellular* tissue connecting the laminae; and the extent 
of tins effusion varies, sonietiimes being confined, to a small space, at 
occupying the whde of &e cornea. If the inflammation has 
not been very violent, or is early ai rested, the lymph may be remov- 
edefe th e^s orbentsii and the transparency of the cornea in great 
entirely restored; sometimes, however^ the lymph bc- 


* Op. Cit. p. 3. 
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comes organized, and red vessels may be seen ramilying through it. 
If the inflammation is severe, and continues for any length of time, 
considerable disorganization is produced, the cornea swells, its veS' 
sels become varicose, and transmit 't«d blood; its laminae are sepa> 
rated, cpagulable lymph is effused in their substance and between 
their laminae, and the whole cornea becomes tliickened, opaque, anc^ 
spongy. The pain that attends this disease is very various, and 
seems to depend upon the extent to which^ the. ^Urotica and the in- 
ternal tissues are involved. 

Inflammation of the cornea may be {ftt>ditced by extension from the 
sclerotica or conjunctiva, and1[)y ^e usual causesof^flqpn&iiion else- 
u'hcrc^ Persons with a scrofulous constitutioil.are’peculiarly liable 
*to it, and in them, it is very diiflcult of cure, the disease often as- 
suming a chronic charactei% and relapses taking place on the slightest 
exposure to the exciting causes. ^ 

In the management of acute inflammation of the corneaji the im- 
portance of the organ affected, and ther^idify with which disorgani- 
zation may take place, must be kept constantly in mind. The treat- 
ment must of course be regulated by the violence of the inflammation 
and the liabit uf the patient, but prompt and eflBctent measures should 
always be adopted. In the commencement, general blood-letting is 
almost alwaysMemanded, apd for this purpose openi]^ the temporal 
artery has been highly recommended by some writers, are not 
aware of any advantages that it possesses oVer venesection snd a 
bandage around the head being usually necessary to arrest the flow 
of blood, the circulation of the head is impeded, and its vessels be- 
come engorged; and even if no bandage be required, the wound ge- 
nerally proves a very injurious source of irritation; venesection should 
therefore ahvays be preferred wh%re it can be accomplished* After 
general depletion has been carried as. far as the violence of the dis- 
ease may demand, or the constitution of the patient justify, tCpical 
depiction will generally be required. It is impossible to lay down 
any verj accurate rules by which it may be. known, at what period, 
and under what circumstandidl, topical is to b^oubstituted foi' general 
depletion. In inflammation of oigans not-es^ntial to life, occurring 
in healthy individuals, and where nope oft^e ifltal organs are impli- 
cated, general depletion may be pushed to a]; greater extent than is 
usually supposed, and with muck advantige; and the usual eilror we 
suspect is in not depleting sufiiciently. But in diseases of vital or- 
gans, or where these have become deeply implicated, and where the 
inflammation has been of long continuance, and become established, 
and especially in broken down or depraved constitutions — ^topical 
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must be early substituted for general cfepletion, and often entirely 
depended on| as the latter, in these cases, debilitate the healthy or- 
gans more than it relieves the affected ones, and the restorative powers 
are thus weakened or destroyed.'’ When a good deal of pain attends 
the disease, much relief is often afforded by fomentations, c,specially 
^by means of flannel wrung out of a hot decoction of pij^ppy-hcads,: 
but these applications should not be too long continued, and warm 
poultices should be, invariably avoided as eminently injurious, pro- 
moting suppuratioSi^ttnd disorganization of the cornea. 

Puig^Ves and revulsives Will be found highly useful^ their em- 
ployment mt)pt be regulated by the same rules as laid down in inflam- 
mation of the conjunctiva; a proper diet must also be enjoined. 

The inflammation being reduced by t^e above measures, if opacity 
remains from the effusion of lymph, its absorption must be ])romoted 
by keeping down the inflammatory action by occasional local deple- 
tldn, by low diet, by stimulating applications, such as the solutions 
of nitrate of silver and corrosive sublimate, red precipitate ointment,' 
&c. When other means fail, mercury urged to salivation in combi 
nation with the above means, will sometimes succeed; but we prefer 
Are combination already noticed of calomel, nitre, atul tartar einelie; 
and think we have derived most advantage from its alterative action, 
than wh^n urged to salivation. In scrofulous persons, salivation is 
much td^ be deprecated; we have seen such kept under the long- 
continued influence of iiiej'cury for opacities of the cornea, to the. 
great injury of their constitutions and the evident aggravation of the 
disease, relapses of inflammation occurring on every variation of tem 
perature, from the increased susceptibilities thus created, and the 
▼easels of the cornea beccmiing, from the frequent attacks of disease, 
permanently enlarged. In such bases the alterative eflect attained 
by the use of the- combination just noticed, will often be found useful, 
but should be administered with caution, and frequently iiitermitteil 
for fear of salivattop, and during these intervals the bowels should be 
kept free by the daily, administration of rhubarb ar\jd prepared chalk. 

When fhe variepse vessels *beloDg«^the conjunctiva, it has been 
recommended to take up a fold of this membrane, and excise a small 
jj^rtion so as to. divide &ami>rf When they are- somewhat deeper to 
^^ide a knif^ but' Our own experience would not lead us to 

much ill favou)’ of thm practice^ 

precipitate oiutmeut should be very carefully made, or it will he 
pro«^4p5“bf itaore injury Ilian benefit. The precipitate should be first reduced 
to an ml|Kilpable powder, and then intimately mixed with fresh lard or butter 
n should not be used after it has become rancid. 
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By the judicious employment of the means indicated, very exten- 
sive opacities of the cornea may be removed; indeed, unless the lymph 
has become or^nized, great benefit or even a cure is mostiy^elTect- 
cd, especially in young patients; arfd even where the lymph has be- 
came in a degree organized, and varicose vessels are seen running to 
the part, seething is often gained. For when both cornem are afiecteeb 
in tlieir whole extent, and only a portion is rendered transparent, if 
this is not over the natural pupil, an artificial o|^s^niay be made op- 
|>osite to it, and a useful degree of vision restor^> 

2d. Chronic /n/2!amma^on.~This produces a slpW ^ange in the 
texture of the cornea, rendering it opaque, indurated, condensed, and 
nnore easily turn than in health. Such disorganization is not pro- 
duced in the cornea, without the inflammation extending to tKe con- 
junctiva, and often to the sclerotica; lymph is deposited in both these 
tunics, especially the former, which loses its transparency, and the 
latter its blue colour. The globe of the eye appears as if covered 
w ith a fibrous fascia, the fibres of which converge towards the centim 
of the cornea, which part presents a yellow^ pearly appearance, not 
iiria[)tly compared to that of the inside of an oyster-shell, and vari- 
<‘ose vessels ramify over it. 

Such cases afe generally beyond the resources of art, the.e^sion of 
lyin]}h having usually been so profuse as to agglutinate thfe cells of 
the iiiterlamellar tissue, and the absorbents are no longer capable 
of effecting its removal. 

A deposit of lymph, formed perhaps by a slow, chrjgpic inflamma- 
"‘tioii, is often seen in oldi men; the lymph is deposited in a regular 
circle around the cornea, forming what h^ been denominated the 
arcus senilisi Mr. Wardrop* sa^ that he has seen it at all periods 
of life, even in very young subjects. 

3d. Siippiiralicc Infiammaiion. — Inflammation, of the cornea riare: 
ly, if ever, terminates by the effusion of true pus; but instead of fltis 
fluid, a tenacious, yellowish stti^tauce^ partaiking/more of the nature 
and properties of lymph, is secreted in ‘&e cellidar tissue connecting 
tlie laminse of the cornea. This terminffttion is. Hike abscess in com- 
mon cellular tissue. * When the deposit is spiall^' it ^^jl^equently re- 
moved by the absorbents, and oftan without any vesti^ beihg left. 
-Sometimes ^uagulable lymph is effused round the deposit, or in its 
place, and a permanent cloudiness is Ifeft. When tlie deposit of ptts 
is large, the superficial lamina arc usually removed by absorption, 

0(1. Cit Vol. I. 
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the contents of the abscess are thrown off in the same manner as 
sloughsy and an ulcer is left. This may heal by the usual process^ 
and th^ transparency of the cornea^ be restored, even when a considera- 
ble portion of it has bfe'en affected. Mr. Vetch* says that he has 
seen the cornea not only recover its transparency after two-thirds of 
its extent had been destroyed in this way, but that he has^requently 
procured a transparent cicatrization after the second, and even 
third attack of inflammation, followed by ulcer and slough. 

The treatment must be commenced by reducing the inflammation, 
whiqh is to be accomplished b^ the measures already noticed; princi- 
pally topical depletion and purgatives, as Uie disease is usually not 
viry violent, and blisters should early be resorted to; by these means 
thef^ ^fiUsion will generally be absorbed. When the abscess is very 
superficial) and the external laminm are bulged out, it is well to open 
it with a cataract needle, and evacuate its contents by entangling 
diem with the point of the needle, and drawing them out. In abscess 
deeply seated, no .advantage is obtained from this practice. When 
thu effusion is very large, and there is a disposition to slough, as 
usddly occurs in depraved constitutions, the system must be support- 
ed by ionics, such as the sulphuric acid, bark, &c. ^and a nourish- 
ing diejt. 

4tb. t^eerative Inflarnmution . — The cornea, like the other fibro- 
cartilages, very frequently ulcerates. The conjunctiva bears the same 
relation to the cornea, as we have already observed, that periosteum 
d^jes to bone, Smd perichondrium' to cartilage; and wlien the former is 
removed, either by abrasion, the rupture 6f pustules, or destroyed 
by chemical agents, a portion of the cornea being exposed, sometimes 
dies, and is renfoved by absorption^ leaving an ulcer. Ulcers are also 
produced by mechanical injurieS|,but lyounds of the cornea often heal 
without ulceration, 'the healing process being at once established. The 
shape and appearance of ulcers are very various, sometimes appear- 
ing like little excavations, with little or no surrounding opacity; 
m^St genihraily, however, lymj^h is efllited around them, and at their 
Mn Vctcht says fhat^ey have a disposition rather to spread 
tim to dee^J^^whBe Mr. asserts t^yat they are more apt 

ii| d4pth tfai^in breadth. The fact seems to us to be, that 
vi^n tile sides of the ulcer are nof limited by coagulable lymph, they 
sjte^AoMre readily than they penetrate, but when lymph is deposit- 
it seems to alrest their spreading, and they are dis- 
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posed to deepen, until they "arrive at tlie inner lamina of ithe cornea, 
vhich ulcerating less readily than the others, the progress of the 
ulcer is for a time arrested, but if the disposition to disease is 
not rcfinoved, this check is but teinporary^ and the ulceration may 
spread ojr deepen, or both, the internal membrane not aifording any 
effectual l]|^rrier to the ulcerative process. 

As soon as the internal lamina is sufficiently thin and weakened by 
the ulceration, which, if the ulcer is broad, earljf happens, it is push- 
ed forwards by tlie pressure of the aqueous kuiMQF’ ulcer is 

small, this lamina may ulcerate through, and then the serous internal 
membrane is protruded, in the form of a transparent Reside, which 
soon ruptures, and the aqueous humour is discharged. If the ulcer 
*is within the limits of the iris, the latter floats forward^: and eoagala- 
ble lymph is secreted, uniting the iris with the edge of the ulcer and 
closing the opening. The aqueous huufour being rapidly regenerat- 
ed, however, before the breach is repaired or sufficiently strengthened 
to resist pressure, a rupture again takes place, and foe humour is eva- 
cuated; and this is frequently repeated before a sufficient quantity 
oi' lymph is effused to render the breach strong enough to supi^rt 
Die pressure c4' the arpieous humour. When the ulcer is near the 
centre, this rupture occurs more frequently, as the iris cannot assist 
in closing the breach. After the protruded membrane is sufficiently 
strengthened by the lymph to sustain the pressure, it is tbeii pushed 
forward, and the iris with it, if the latter has become adherent to it. 
\ complete hernia is thus formed, the pressure of which upon the 
sides of the ulcer causes their absorption, and the tumour foils gra- 
dually enlarges till it sometimes occupies the whole cornea. Tlie 
tumour, at its commencement, if the iris is connected with it, is 
black; if ndt, it is transparent aiffi colourless; as it advances it be- 
comes opaque, whitish if the iris is not connected with it, while bin- 
der opposite circumstances it lias a beautiful bluish appearance; the 
cause of tliis colour, so different from that of ^either the ooraea or 
iris, has never been explained. 

When inflammation of the^^ornea Occurs in,, persons 'of depraved 
constitutions, in those who have recency lost much blood, Os for the 
cure of acute inflammation, or in chihlfun impetAc^pourished, the 
power of the arteries often appears to be«esb^^Iy 4p^|ihod, foey 
do not perform their natural office of deposition wifo foiiflr wonted 
vigour, whilst the action of the absorbents continues as Usual, or is 
even increased. In such cases, more being removed by foe absorb- 
ents, than is deposited by the arteries, interstitial ulcers front pure 
ulcerative absorption occur, and the cornea remains transparent, but 
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Indented or pitted, according as the ulcers are diffused or circum^ 
scribed. When the arteries are restored to their healthy actioiv 
lymph is deposited, which tills up the breach, and the ulcer is cured. 

If the inflammation iix^uch individuals be very intense, the arteries 
lose their powers entirely; the vitality of portions of the co^-nea are 
l^ost — ^the contiguous parts are removed by tlie absor^^'ents — the 
(lead portion is cast off as a slough, and lamina after lamina thus 
slough away. This occurs, besides under the circumstances noticed, 
in those in whom the patts have been weakened by previous repeated 
attacks of inflammation, and^Very frequently after the sloughing of 
the conjunctiva, which sometimes succeeds purulent inflammation of 
that membrane; and the cornea, then presents that peculiar appear- 
ance designated by Mr. Saunders, by the terms cindcry, ragged, 
flocculent.” When restoration occurs, it is effected, as in common 
ulcer, by the deposition of lymph, the excess of wliich is absorbed ; 
and the transparency of the cornea is sometimes restored, even where 
a considerable portion of it has been destroyed. Mr. Travers ■ says 
that if ithe inflammation be arrested even on. the verge of gangrene, 
the cornea is susceptible of restoration by absorption. This fact,’* 
he adds, bed lately an opportunity of establishing in Die case of 
a lady who was rendered blind by acute suppurative inflammation of 
the conjunctiva; so inevitable to all appearance, was the destruction of 
the corni^ which had sloughed in a deep sulcus at its junction with 
the sclerotic above, that the most experienced practitioner of my ac- 
quainta.nce in this branch of surgery, pronounced the case hopeless 
and irremedia.ble, and took his leave. The highest tonic regimen, 
bark, wine, and opium, followed close upon a very active and bold 
depletion, and the anterior chamber was fortunately and unexpected- 
ly preserved. No sooner was a sigh of the arrest of slougiihig ulcera- 
tion obtained than I commenced a mercurial course; in thiec clays 
the system was affected; the recovery of the figure, and transparency 
of the cornea was rapid and complete beyond all expectation, and an 
equally perfect state of vision was restored and estjiblished. ” 

The gangrenous opacities of the cornea, says Mr. Travers, t pro- 
duced by lime or o&er subs^nces destroying its texture, are some- 
times superficial, and defined itn extent, and a process resembling ex- 
foliation enst^^ ; More frequently this disorganization is integral 
and^ complete. The obrnea, disorganized by acids, is rendered in 
stenfly opaque, shrivelled, and of a yell(»w colour, almost resembling 
a pi^^^afiiKash leather. 


Op, Cit p. 119 . 
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Lilceration of the cornea being the effect* of inflammation, when; 
(Jiis condition is still present, the first indication is of course to re- 
move it, and this is to be accomplished by the means already pointed 
out in speaking of the inflammation of this (tart. Acute pain, lachry- 
ination, And photophobia, often accompany ulcers of the cornea, and 
where thefe are not removed by the ordinary remedies, temporary be^ 
nelit will be obtained from fomentations, but the greatest relief will 
l^e experienced from touching the ulcer with a fine pointed pencil of 
nitrate of silver, so as to produce an escharA After the inflammation 
is subdued in ordinary cases, the dispofttion to ulceration ceases, gra- 
nulations form, and the process of restoration takes plaoA$ should this 
flag, stimulants ought to be applied, and the best of tl^ese is the ni- 

•trate of silver. Where the inflammation ‘has been ver^’^'intense, and 
it is found difficult entirely to overcome it, the combination of nitre, 
calomel, and tartar emetic should be administered; or if this state 
accompaiiie<l with much pain, the blue ^ill and opium may be given. 
When the ulcer penetrates deeply into the cornea, and the internal 
lamina, or its internal lining membrane are protruded by the pressure 
ol the a^jueoiis humour; this protrusion should be touched with the 
fuie pencil of lunar caustic, by which means, together with active an- 
tiphlogistic measures, especially topical depletion and purgatives', and 
blisters to the Back of the neck, the further extension of the ulcera- 
tion, and the evacuation of the aqueous humour may be prevented. 
Should, however, these means fail, and the ulcer penetrate the cor- 
nea; if the opening is small, and opposed to the iris, the fur- 
tiicr escape of the aciueous humour will be prevented; and by 
Ihc further employment •of antiphlogistics, the progress of ulcera- 
tion may be arrested, and restoration take place. The iris is how- 
ever adheretit to the cornea by thi lymph effused during the healing 
process, and its actions deranged. This maybe often relieved by pro- 
inoliiig the absorption of tl\c lymph, ^ by putting the system under the 
mercurial influence and by applying belladonna to tlie lids aixdbrpw. 
When llie apei tuce made by the ulceration large, a portion of tlic 
pupil is usually prolapsed, and a true hernia of Ac iris takes place, 
generally attended with extreme pain from the Sti^icture. This is to 
be relieved by the free application of ..the pencil ofnHi^te of silver so 
as to destroy the vitality of the part* Whcii/the slofl^ separates, a 
fresh portion of the iris will be protruded^ and this is to be treated in 

m 

• Scarpa states that ulcer of the cornea is the cause of the infllwnmation, 
.md not the inflammation of the ulcer. We know not how so accurate an ob- 
scTvcr roultl have made such a mistake. See translation of bis treatise on the 
Dlsf'asrs of the KyCi by Brigg*^, 2d London, 1818, p. 21 
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the same way, and the operation repeated, till the pain ceases and 
restoration takes place. The iris in this case is permanently injurec}, 
and the pupil usually closed. If the prolapsed iris has been neglect- 
ed in the first instancej^^t may increase in growth and assume a ma- 
lignant action; it should then be removed by scissors, and the cut 
csurface and mar^n of the ulcer, freely touched with the n^rate of sil- 
ver. When4he cornea becomes disorganized and prominent, no at- 
tfnnptat/^ecting restoration will be successful. If the prominence 
is not very considerable^ and no irritation results from it, it had bet- 
ter be left undisturbed; but sthen it is so great as to prevent the clo- 
sure of the eyelids, occasion great deformity, or be productive of ha- 
bitat irritation of the edges of the eyelids, it should be excised, af- 
ter which the humours will usually escape and the globe collapse. 
The excision may be most conveniently performed by passing a nee- 
dle with a ligature across tfale cornea to steady the eye; the protrusion 
may then be divided with a large cornea knife, and if the whole is 
not divided, the remaining portion may be cut with a pair of scissors. 

A compress of soft linen should then be applied to the eye and re- 
fined by a roller. 

In interstitial ulcers the indication is to excite tlie action of the 
arteries, which is to be fulfilled by the use of topical stimulants, as a 
solutiob^pf nit. argent., sutph. of copper, or vlnum op^li, ancAutritivo 
diet wUl^l^ics, as the sulphuric or nitric acid and bark. As soon as 
the i^Storative action commences, it will be perceived by a whiteness 
of th^jpjeer and slight cldU^ncss of the surrounding parts, denoting 
the a^estve process. 

the treatment of sloughing ulceration V)f the cornea, a discrimi- " 
natingjibdginent and close observation will constantly be rccpiircd. 

In healthy constitutions the most prompt and vigorous antiphlogistic 
measures will be demanded in the commencement, and at the same 
time the ulcer should be touched with the pencil of nitrate of silver; 
it will subsequently be often necessary to allow nourishing diet and 
tonics. When thipfdtig^hig process is arrested by these means, mer- 
cury will in many complete the cure. In debilitated and de- 
praved' cmstitutioifs^^' nouriflii^g diet and tonics will often be de- 
manded from;!^e v^ cofhfttitf^ment; but at t^e same time, if there 
is much local iiifihmeiiition,^ tbjncal depletion should be employed, 
and aliMSrdd the uidnr shblfld b% touched the solid nitrate of 
when the healing.process commenc^, the solution shoiihr 
several times a day. When th'^ siw penetrates the cor- 
nea, local applications already rccommendeo^e to be employed, 
but instead of antiph logistics, tonics and nourishing diet arc to be 
prescribed. 
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5th. Conical Comccu^We shall here notice an aflection of the 
Qornea, only noticed within a few years past, and which, [as we have 
never met with it, we shall transcribe the account given of it by 
Mr. Travers.* The cornea is occasionalfy subject to a process of 
thinning.or absorption of its interlamellar texture, and in consequence 
loses its natural tonic resistance to the pressure of tlie contents of 
the globe. It usually assumes a conoidal firare, but this i^ not always 
'^Jie case^ tlie piojection of the corneas is smetimes i^iifonn, describ- 
ing the segment of a larger sphere. The apWof the cone correspond- 
ing to the centre of the cornea, when fhts figbre is assumed, exhibits 
a degree of tenuity and brilliancy uriiich gives it the appearance of a 
pellucid fluid, like a dew-drop suspended. The patL^t’s vision be- 
*cunies so inconveniently short, as to render objects Confused at a 
very moderate distance; the change is sometimes slow, occupying 
months and even years, and on the contrary I have seen it produced 
in ils greatest extent in the short space of eight weeks; both eyes are 
generally affected, though not always in the same degree. The disease 
is not produced by inflammation or any obvious assignable cause; it is 
more frc(iuent in women than in men, and in my experience affects 
die periods of youth and middle life; I have never seen it commenc- 
ing in infancy or old age. It is as much the disease of the robust as 
of the weakly constitution and frame of body.’^ 

A variety of remedies have been tried for the cure of this" affection, 
«uich as frequent cupping, issues, evacuating the aqueous humour, all 
however without success. A pupillary aperture, set in a black ring 
frame, about a quarter of an inch or more in depth, when the con- 
vexity is not very much Increased, by confining the rays of light to 
the central portion of the cornea, and preventing the confusion from 
die unnatuT-al refraction of the Ijfteralrays, will sometimes consider- 
ably assist vision. ^ ^ 

6tli. Encysted tumours in the lamellse of the These were 

first observed byDupuytreu in the case of a who had been 
struck on the eye some weeks befin-e by a stone. At first view he 
conceived it to be an opacity of the cornea, but a more minute inspec- 
tion showed it to be a serous encysted tuiiiQur existing between the 
lamellae of that coa£ He introduced aeatamet needle into the small 
cyst, and moved theinstrument up and down in order to irritate its 
"inner surface. The fluid in the tumour was evacuated, but in four- 
teen days it formed again. The operation was repeated, and adhesion 
uf its sides took pUce, but opacity of the cornea resulted. No other 


Op. cit. p. 124. 
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surgeon lias, wc hclieve, noticed these tumours, and little is known 
respecting them. ‘ • 

nil. Ossification of the Corwea.~The vessels of the cornea, like 
tliose of tlie other fibro-cartilages, in some few instances secrete 
osseous matter. Mr. Wardrop"*^ has met with it on one. occasion: 
in this tlie form of the whole eye was changed, the cornea li&d became 
opaque, and on inacerati<^ri a piece of bone, weighing two grains, oval, 
shaped, hard, and with ^ smooth surface, was found between its la> 
inellae. It is mentioned in >tke Nouvelle Bibliotheque Medicale fur 
May, 1817, that the eye of an old man* had been recently presented 
to the Sociotc^ Anatoinique by M, Monot, in which the cornea was 
ossified throughout. 

III. Inflammation of the Serous Lining Membrane of the Cornea. 

Inflammation of this tunic, independeut of that of the cornea, is oi 
too unfreijueiit occurrence to enable us to ascei tain very minu(el\ 
its progress and terminations, but as far as our observation goes, tliry 
are similar to those of other serous tissues, in the following case ue 
were enabled to observe this afiectiou with great aiUautage, as it was 
uncomplicated witli inflammation of the cornea. 

Eliza Williams, a coloured woman, ageil twenly, applied to tin* 
Pennsylvania Eye Infirmary, April 6th, 1 826. Her sight had been 
growing dim for several days, and she sulTered slight pain in her 
eye. On the most minute examination, no change from a lieulthj 
state could be perceived, except perhaps an extremely faint dullness, 
almost imperceptible, situated at the:; posterior part of the cornea, the 
cornea itself being evidently unaffected. After some days a small 
spot became evident, and was shortly followed by two olkers, dilfer 
ifig both in situation and appearance from the opacities produced from 
inflammation of the coitica. They wei*e deep-seated, and cvidentlN 
produced by the cifusion of lymph on the inner surface of the cornea, 
giving it the appearance of being mottled with white. The margins 
of these spots were well defined, and the lamina of lymph so thin 
as not to produce perfect opacity. 

The treatment employed in this, and which we would recom- 
mend in similar instances, was the employment 6f antiphlogistics to 
prevent effusion, and to put the systam under the lucrcuriul influence 
lu promote absorption after this had taken place. In the case we liave 
deg^yi bq||j| |>\ving to peculiarity of constitution, this latter could not 
be per^M^ed in to a sufllcierit extent, and the spots lia\e remained 
j’ermanent. 


' Op. Oil p. 72. 
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Art. On the Use of Iodine in several Diseases. By William 

M. Fahnestock, M. D. 

The Vnscttlcil state of public opinion on the efficacy of the iodine 
in many of the diseases for which it has been highly extolled, ren- 
ders any ^conlirmatory proof interesting to the physicians of tfie 
United States, who, in general, have fcfeen restrained in experi- 
menting Avith the article from the contradictory statements of the 
practitioners of Europe; and though it is not in our power at pre- 
sent to offer a very extensile experience, we hope the sketches of 
a few cases, which we append, may tend to a further and more ac- 
. live prosecution of the subject. We shall hereafter communicate 
more particularly the results of a series of experiments with this sub- 
stance; and, to aid a proper estimate, we may prepare a monograph of 
practical deductions drawn from the facts and observations of the fa- 
culty of botli lienii spheres. 

l^auglit to regard it as nugatory and utterly useless in confirmed 
goitre, and cautioned by the admonitions of Dr. Gairuner, and the 
restrictions in;posed on its exhibition by the Swiss government, wc 
refrained I’rom employing it, until tlic constant importunities of a 
suffering patitffit induced us to administer it in a case which had baf- 
fled every remedy in its forming state. The tumour Avas large, pen- 
ilulous, and of a purple colour, of eight years standing, and produc- 
ed considerable pressure upon the trachea. The tincture of Magen- 
Avas given in doses of ten drops, gradually increased to twenty, 
Ihree times a day, and the unguentum potassa) hydriodatis rubbed on 
the part mornings and evenings. After a fortnight it began to de- 
cHMse, and in iiie course of twoniioiiths it had entirely disappeared. 

Cask H. — Mary, mtal tAventy-eight, a sister of the Antietam nun- 
nery of Franklin county in trtis state, discoA’’cred the enlargement of 
the tliyroi<l gland six years since, Avhich continued to enlarge until it 
had obtained 1 he size of a Avalnut, and was hard and painful. The 
mild tincture was prescribed in the ordinary doses, and the liquor 
potassa^ hydriodatis ordered to be used externally. The tumour, al 
present, (having used the medicine seven weeks,) is scarcely percep- 
tible, soft, and free'of pain, or any uneasy sensation. We have noAv 
five other cases under an equally successful treatment. 

* Dclicviiig the quantity of iodine used by Magcndic too great, indepenjlcnt 
of the waste, wc subsequently haA'c prepared llic tincture with thirty grains 
^o an ounce of alcohol, and have much reason to be pleased with tlic modifica- 
tion. 

Np, VI. — hVb. II 
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Case III. — Porplexcd with a case obscure in its nature, and very 
concealed in its operations, which appeared to be a periodical con- 
gestion of the whole glandular system, associated with derangement 
of the catamenia, in a young lady of nineteen, and recollecting the en- 
comiums of CoiNDET and Costek"*^ on the iodine as an emmenagoguc, 
and its usefulness in scrofulous affections, I recurred to with the 
most signal advantage. About the usual period of menstruating, the 
superficial glands becam Jenlarged and painful, sometimes highly in^ 
flamed, and occasionally producing imperfect suppuration, accompa- 
nied by nausea, indigestion, and eructaj^ions, which evidenced a dis- 
ordered state « f the mesenteric system. The discharge from the uterus 
was but small, and attended by much pain, cind frequently scarcely 
any show at all. Tlie tincture was administered in the syrup «)f sar- 
saparilla, and was continued three months with the happiest effects, 
and seemingly with permanent benefit. There arc no cases which 
come under the care (»f the physician, more complicated and interest- 
ing than the derangements of the uterine system, or for the relief 
of which, the young aspirant, gains more of the applause and confi- 
dence of the influential part of the community. It therefore affords 
the most fertile field for anxious but cautious .and prudeiit experiment. 
I have also the pleasure of adding my testimony to that ofM. GTMv:LK,t 
of its usefulness in chronic Icucorrhfr.a, from a case now under treat- 
ment, but not sufficiently recovered to report as perfectly relieved. 

Case IV. — Another formidable disease, which has combated every 
remedy, and defied the surgeon’s knife, maybe found to yield to tliis 
very active agent — fungus hmmatodes. An incipient case came under 
our observation, in which the limb had not yet attained very great en- 
largement, but was knotted, and bore all the characteristics of the 
genuine fungus hoematodes; it yiefded most effectually to the tinc- 
ture and unguenhnn. 

We have never found any of the bad effects arise from its use as exhi- 
bited in the lamentable picture of the English author u])on this sub- 
stance. A little sickness of the stomach occurred in the first case, 
which is to be attributed to the strength of Magendie’s tincture; and 
a little vertigo attended the second, probably from increasing the 
dose too rapidly, both of which were relieved by .omitting the remedy 
for one day; but with Mie mild tincture we have never witnessed any 
unpleasant symptom; and it may be proper to add, that Decauiio, ^ 
CoiNDET, Erlinoek, Formey, and a host of others who have expe- 
rimented^most extensively, never complained of any injurious quali- 
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ties. It is well, liowever, to observe that the burnt sponge^ which has 
been used as the same, has not precisely the same operation, and 
contains some deleterious properties, which have been particularly re- 
marked by IluFELAXD,* as being noxious to persons disposed to 
phthisis jand spitting of blood; and it is doubted by Fodkuk and M. 
Hetcii whether it contains any iodine whatever. Much may depend 
on the (jullity of the tinctures, as it has been ascertained that when 
suffered to stand any time, it deposits crystals, and may form the iodu- 
retted hydriodic acid: therefore it should abvays be prepared for im- 
mediate use, and in small quantities. •These precautions may obviate 
the evils complained of so bftterly— to which may be added, premis- 
ing its exhibition by evacuating the alimentary canal, and occasion- 
ally giving a gentle cathartic, as calcined magnesia, should any unto- 
ward symptoms occur. 


Am. IX. ('asv of Tracheotoimj. By Zadok Howe, M. D. of Bib 
lerica, Massachusetts. 

A D VrOUTKIi of Ml*. French, of Tewksbury, three years and a 
half old, on tfle ^Hst of September last, while at play in the garden, 
bmk a beau into (he (rachea. 

I saw tlie chihl iwu hours after, but as we had no means of ascer- 
taining the natuie of the foreign substance, and as the symptoms 
were not very urgent at tliat time, 1 heard nothing more of lh(‘ 
case till tlie 28th. Th(!»child was then labouring under frequent and 
distressing paroxysms of coughing attended with suspended respira- 
tion ami iftlier urgent symptoms*vvhich clearly indicated the necessity 
t>f an operation. It was ])ro])osed and immediately assented to by the 
pai ents. It was evening, and as 1 was un|)reparcd for an operation, 
i( was postponed till the next day, when, with the assistance of Dr. 
I)aho\, of Chelmsford, it was performed in the following manner. 

A heavy table was ])rovided with the side leaves turned down, 
leaving a horizontal surface, sixteen inches wide, covered with blan- 
kets, wdth a firm roll of cloth foui inches in diameter across the einl. 

The child w\as firmly secured on the back by the hands of assist 
ants, tlie nape of the neck l estiiig on the roll of cloth, the liead car- 
ried far bsick over the eml of the table. An incii.ion was made from 
the low'd* edge of the thyroid cartilage to wdthin a (jiiarter of an inch 


' IlufelamI :m<l Os.-uin’s Journal, «lcr pract. lleilkun<h*, JVb 18?y 
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of the .sternum. After waiting a few moments for a slight bleeding 
to subside, a puncture was made into the trachea with a slender dou-- 
ble-cdgcd scai|)el in the centre of the incision, dividing one cartilage; 
then with a curved, probe-pointed bistoury the puncture was dilated 
from within outwards, dividing one cartilage above and one. below. 
In this elongated state of the parts, the division of three cartilages 
made an opening sufficiently free to admit the forefinger of the left 
hand into the trachea. TKe finger was introduced to separate the. 
edges of the incision whi/^ did not incline to retract. Iminediatelj 
after withdrawing the finger, \\<th a spasmodic eftbrt, a bean was ex- 
pelled with considerable force, and lodged on a bed which stood in 
the room. This saved us the trouble of attempting that part of the 
operation which I most dreaded; for experience hail taught me to 
envy no man the ])leasurc of probing in the trachea for beans or peas. 
Half an hour after, the opening still retained the shape of the finger, 
large and free; tlie divided cartilages had approximate*! but veiy lit- 
tle. The wound was then brought together, and secured witli adhe- 
sive plaster, and being unwilling to disturb the stomach, we ga\e no 
medicine, excepting a few drops of laudanuni, at the same time di- 
recting a spare diet. 'Hie plasters succecdeil iinperfcc<ly, partly in 
consequence of the action of the mastoid muscles, and because tin* 
opening was rather too low on the neck to a*lini( of their being ap- 
plied to the best a<lvantage. The air rushed through the aperlnre oc- 
casionally for forty-eight hours, but never after. 

I dressed the wournl a few times, an<l discontinued my attoiulaiice 
ill about two weeks. At the time of the accident the child had not 
entirely recovered from the who*)piiig-cougli, *inil tlie cough tn»ubleil 
it very little after the operation. The wound was eicatri/AMl at the 
end of eighteen days. A short time pVcvious to this, a si ighV dysente- 
ric affection took ])lace, for which the family gave some domestic 
medicines. A few worms were <lischarged, and the cliild soon reco- 
vered, the cough wholly subsiiling at about the same time. 

The result of this case may, 1 think, be attributed* in part to the 
position of the child wlien the opening was made. By carrying the 
head very far back over the cylinder of cloth, the trachea became 
considerably curved. 

In the act of coughing, the bean was suddenly carried from one 
end of the trachea to the other, and when forcibly propelled, would 
probably incline to the longest side of the curved tube; tlui opening 
being in that part, and as large as the cavity i the trachea, 'vo had 
some reason to expect what actually took place, the expulsion of the 
bean. By intro<1ucing the finger, and turning it a r|uarter round, the 
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•elasticity of the cartilages seemed to be destroyed, or at least sus- 
ptrnilcd for a length of time sufficient for our purpose. In an older 
subject tlic elasticity might not have been so easily overcome in this 
manner. The operation never seemed much to affect the general 
health of*thc chibl, and the most difficult part of the after-treatment 
was to resh ain the immoderate indulgence of the appetite for fooil.. 

Billerica^ Nov* 6//i, 1828. 



Art. X. Case of Ilcrnia Cerebri mccessfullij treated by the Spony;v 
Compress. ]?y .1. W. Hkustts, M. D. f)f Alabama. 

On Ihe 2Gtli of March, 1828, f was called upon to visit a iic‘gro 
b(»y. aboul eight venrs of age, who had receivcMl an injury on the 
heail. The day hail b(‘(‘n extremely wijidy, and many of the old, 
«lead trees in the plantadims were blown down. The subject of this 
article beif»g at work in iilatiling corn, was struck upon the head by 
tlnr falling of a’' limb of a tree, and knocked senseless to the earth. 1 
found him in a«state almost insensible, Mi<h frequent vomiting; jmlse 
small, and the light eye closed. The \vound was sitiialed on the in- 
ferior and anterior angle of the left parietal bone. U])oii extemliiig 
i-rie opening with a scalpel, and turning up the ilaps, there apj)eared 
a depression of boiie of about the size of half a dollar, pressed down 
upon die brain, to the d^ptli of about a (piarter of an inch, and much 
sjdiiilered and shattered at the circumference. I sawed across the 
base of tluvlcpressed portion wi^i llcy’s convex saw, and then suc- 
ceeded in elevating and removing it without having recourse to the 
1re|)hiiie. Several small piectis of bone were driven into the substance 
of the brain, and were removetl with the forceps. After the opera- 
tion he was able to speak, which he could not do previously. 1 saw 
him the third day after the operation; there w'as then no untoward 
symptoms; 1 did not remove the dressings, and as there was some 
fever, I directed his bowels to be kejd open with salts. Five days 
after the opm-ation I dressed the wound, wliich showed a disposition 
to become fungous; I made use , of the common dressings. At the 
•next visit 1 found that the fungus had protruded through the opening 
in the skull to about the level of tlie integuments; I therefore removed 
it with the knife. From this time the growth of the fungus was rapid, 
^o that I w’as under the necessity of removing it every two or three 
days. \ at length came to the conclusion of lottiiig it remain and 
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take its own course, agreeably to the advice of Mr. Abernethy. I 
soon, however, liad reason to alter my plan, for the fungus continued 
to increase, and its vessels anastomosing with those of the integu- 
ments, made its growth still more rapid, producing at the same time 
an absorption of the scalp upon which it pressed, and a corresponding 
clpficieucy of the integuments. I now resolved to have recourse to 
pressure. For this purpose, having sliced away the protruding fun- 
gus to a level with the inJ‘cr surface of the cranium, 1 applied to the 
wound the common dres/ings, lint spread with basilicon, ainl. ^>vc* 
this a piece of dry pressed ^spftnge. All this was confined with a 
bandage passed moderately tight around the head, and under the chin, 
and secured by a cap. 

As the patient lived several miles distant, I directed the nurse to 
dress the wound in the same manner, till 1 returned. At my next visit, 
two days afterwards, 1 found that the fungus had not increased, though 
from the neglect of tlie nurse in suflering the bandage to become 
slack, but little diminution had taken place. 1 now increased ihe 
pressure as much as the patient could coinfortaldy bear, and directed 
the attendants to continue it as long as the fungus should show a dis- 
position to rise. Four days afterwards I visited him iyain, and now 
found that the fungus had entindy disappeared, anil its place occu- 
pied by a hole in the substance of tlie brain as large as a hen’s egg. 
The surface appeared healthy, being of a whitish, llesh colour, and 
covered with a glairy exudation? the arterial pulsation had also con- 
siderably abated. 1 ordered all w«*ishes to be discontinued, and a 
simple plaster of basilicon to be applied over the hole in the cranium, 
guarded with the bandage and cap. I saw him no more for a week, 
or ten days; the whole was then filled up with a healthy deposition, 
and the wound in a fine, healthy, and healing state. J have since 
learnt that this patient lias perfectly recovereil. 

Since writing the above, I have seen in this Journal, for Au 
gust, 1828, p. 492, a notice of a case of fungous cvrcbri^ suc- 
cessfully treated by Professor Dudi.ky on (he same .plan. Tliis me- 
thod of treatment by Professor Dudley, had been previously men- 
tioned to me by my young friend. Dr. Dkxjamjnt U. Hogan of 
Selma, and I must do Dr. Dudley the justice to say tliat it was upon 
this information that T had recourse to pressure in the case above- 
mentioned; T had previously deliberated witli myself on the propriety 
of this practice, but was deterred by the unfavourable accounts re- 
specting it, recorded byhurgical writers. Thi e successful instances 
however, are sufficient tn authorize a further trial, and may serve to 
remove any existing lu’ejudices in relation to this mode oftieatment. 



351 


Ilciiilcrsoii’s Reports of Ca^s. 

Ollier moans 1 hail tried without success; the use of the knife gave no 
(Check to the morbid action, and Avas entirely unavailing, and caustic 
' and strong sty|)tic applications arc in such cases inadmissible. Pressure 
indeed seems to be the only remedy that w^c can safely rely on with 
any prospect of success. Some caution may be necessary in its em- 
ployment pot to make it so great as to create pain or uneasiness, nor 
to continue it too long. The length of time, however, thu. it may be 
necessary, will be determined by the clfec^. When the disposition 
oP^lu Aingus to protrude has ceased, and thi^ranulations sink below 
its proper level, pressure is ijo longer necessary. The unsiglitly ca- 
vity left in the brain after the removal of the fungirts by pressure, 
might excile the apprehensions ot tlic inexperienced practitioner; but 
thi'' is a circumstance ol no moment; no unfavourable symptoms are 
occaMoned by it: nalure is lully competent to the work of regenera- 
tion, ami in tlic brain this process ajipears to progress with more ra- 
jmlily than in any other part of the body. 

CofiaOa, AL November j 1828. 


\Hr. M, Reports of CeiscSj with Observations- lly 'Fiiomas Hk\ 
oKHsoN, M. D. Prolessor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine 
in (he Columbian (College, I). C. 

As 1 TIMA. — It may not be altagetlierunproli table to call the atten- 
tion ot the reailers ol this journal to asthma. Where opinions and 
practice arc so discrepant, all cannot be rigiit; some theories are 
more consistent with sound pathology than others; consequently that 
practice Avhicii is based on (l\p most rational speculations will be most 
.successful. There is, at least, a very great preference in the princi ' 
pies and practice of authors in tliis disease. 

'loo little attention has been paid to the work of Dr. Bree on 
astlima. I have seen no review of it in the medical journals of this 
country. The observations and cases which follow, may lead to a 
more general cstimjjtioii of tlie work. 

It asthma does not occur as frequently as many other diseases, it 
is not the less worthy of attention. One case of an obstinate, unma- 
nageable disorder is more interesting than a hundred of those ordina- 
rily arising, and easily treated. That asthma has, as to radical cure, 
baffled the profession, I know full well. It is one thing to carry a 
]>atient llirough a paroxysm: nature can do this. It is another to 
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prevent the recurrence of the paroxysm, or in other words, cure the 
disease: art must do this. 

The termination of a paroxysm of asthma proves nothing more than 
the complete existence of the disease. 

Cullen had very slight estimation of the powers of art, when he 
dbserves “it is seldom that an asthma has been entirejy cured, I 
cannot propose any method which experience has proved generally 
successful.” A suggest/m of Cullen deserves attentive considera- 
tion, viz. : the distinctmn bej:ween ordinary, or even aggravateu ue- 
grees of dyspnoCii, and the regular wcU-marked asthma. This last 
he most beaut'ifully describes. The disease is as determinate as an 
intermitting fever, though not so regular in paroxysmal accession. It 
cannot be, or it ought not to be mistaken for any other disease. 

Brown sujtposes asthma to require a treatment similar to that in 
gout. 

Many very useful suggestions maybe found interwoven with Dvr- 
win’s speculations on the subject of asthma. While the glimmerings 
of truth reached his mind, and his genius on this, as on every other 
subject, was manifest, yet either he was not well settled as to his 
practice, or he has given it to us in a form iiot likely \o prove exp<‘- 
rimentally useful. In humeral asthma, for example, which Im ascribes 
to affusion of fluid, and debility of the pulmonary absor])ents, he ad- 
vises ether and laudanum. He left the disease as he found it, iiitract- 
able. 

IIebeuden seems to have a better idea of the lajdentia than of the 
juvantia in this disease. Those in this country, who have adopted the 
“practice in vogue,” might profitably have referred to the cautions 
of the venerable and faithful lleberden. He seems not pnsitivedy to 
have improved the practice in asthma. 

Several other systematic writers havo written learnedly and co- 
piously on asthma^ nevertheless, the disease has baflletl the in- 
vestigation of medical men from the time f)f Willis, whose views 
were as perfect as those of any author since. Not^even the greal, 
luminous, discriminating mind of Cullen was able to throw out such 
pathol^ogical or practical light, as would lead to a ready or frequent 
cure^of asthma. Its dreadfully distressing symptoms, obstinacy, and 
almost certainly fatal termination from direct violence, or in bringing 
on other diseases, render it a very interesting subject of inquiry. 

It has happened that two medical men have suflered with asthma. 

1 allude to Sir John Floyek and Dr. Bkek. These gentlemen, im- 
pelled by personal allliciion, and aided hy great abilities, sought f'oi 
a remedy. Sir John Flovcr failed; he suflered for thirty years. Di. 
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J^reo succeeded completely in curing himself a/d others. His prin- 
ciples applied to practice have, in my hands, been eminently service- 
^ able; and the opinion expressed with modesty, that he has stripped 
asthma of much of its character as an opprobrium, will excuse my 
attempting to draw the attention of the profession to his elegant and 
valuable work. 

It was the opinion of Cullen, nosologically expressed, ^''at asthma 
originated and existed “sine causa evidenjfe:” in other words, that 
die chief obstacle in the way of successful treatment was an igno- 
rance of the cause. Bree differs here^ with Cullen, for he lays down 
as the most fretjuent cause eff' asthma, a very evident one, viz. the ef- 
fusion of serum and mucus. Another palpable difference between 
them is, that Cullen depended chiefly on means to palliate the pa- 
roxysm, while Bree, duly regarding that, relies mainly for a cure on 
preventing the return of the paroxysm. 

Bribe's (lelinilion of asthma is “that it consists in excessive action 
uf jsch espiration, iniffiout acute fever ^ occasioned by irri- 
latiori of the parts or organs which these muscles are intended to 
serve.” Tlfe prominent symptom in asthma is the diflicult respira 
tion. Convujsive or inordinate action of the muscular fibre is always 
the result of irritation; this action is intended as an exertion to free 
file system JVtTm, or to point out an offending cause. Respiration is 
a process carried on by the agency of a certain set of muscles; when 
the usual proportion of air is inhaled, tlic process is natural and easy. 
'When, from some morbid, offending, irritaf ing cause, be that what 
il may, the lungs are impeded, the action of the respiratory muscles 
becomes disordered, anfl dyspnoea takes place. Wc reason then, a 
piiori, that there is in asthma an ofiendiiig cause, which excites the 
muscles of respiration. What that cause is, remains to be ascertain- 
ed hj'^ diligent and minute cncpiiry into the state of the several organs, 
which these respiratory mu sties are related to. 

Dr. Bree divides asthma into four species: — 

1st. Convulsive asthma, from effused serum or mucus as the ini- 
taling cause. 

^d. Asthma from subtle irritating particles and propetties in the 
air. 

3d. Asthma from irritating causes in the abdominal viscefa: the 
respiratory muscles, it will be remembered, subserve the operations 
of these viscera. 

4th. Asthma from habit. 

1 shall consider the first species in this communication. The di- 
agnostic is “ adifliculty of brcatliing. a sense of straitness in the chest, 
No. Vl..-.Feh. I8i31). 4a 
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a wheezing noise, a cough, at first dry, and afterwards attended with 
copious expectoration.” . 

Bree opposes the opinion of Cullen as to the “atne causa evidmte.^^ 
®y a series of facts and authorities, he proves the existence of effus- 
ed mucus as a cause of this species of asthma. Cullen saya it is a 
dig>gnostic^ but Floyer and he overlooked it as a cause, Floyer suf- 
fered with this species for many years. The state of the pulmonary 
mucous capillaries is favoi/rable to the effusion of mucus. They are 
relaxed, and it is pouret^ out. This relaxed state is inferred froin 
the persons most liable to asthfna; they are weakly, delicate constitu- 
tions, and old (lersons. All the well-marked cases of asthma 1 have 
met with, have been in persons of feeble vascular energy, particularly 
artei^al. Where the effusion is slight, there will not be severe dysp- 
noea, nor expectoration, for the absorbents take it up. Where the 
absorbents cannot remove the mucus, the accumulation is continued, 
the difficullas spirandi of Cullen appears, and a paroxysm of spasmo- 
dic asthma is formed. 

After this brief and imperfect sketch of the first species of Bree. 
1 proceed to relate a case which I think merits record. ^ 

« 

Case.— Mr. — , mt. 36, was seized ten years ago, in the month 
of August, with a paroxysm of convulsive asthma. He has, every 
succeeding year, been subject to more frequent attacks, until three 
years ago; since when he has, during the summer and fall, been visit- 
ed by a severe paroxysm once in four weeks, sometimes more fre- 
quently. He very seldom has an attack during the winter season. 

The fits are well marked. For two days prhvious to one, he is heavy 
and slif^py, is nervous and low-spirited, sleeps very sound at night, 
and is seized about one, A. M. wifii dyspnoea, wheezing, stricture 
across th(e chest, urgient desire for a free circulation of fresh air, copious 
sweats about the head and chest: these symptoms gradually increase, 
the lips become livid, the dyspnoea and distress augment to an appre- 
hension of sufibcation. There is great effusion of mucus, which pro- 
duces cough towards morning, with copious, white, frothy expectora- 
tioUf He has occasionally spit up a dark frothy fluid, and once or 
twM^'when violent cough attended, a little blood was thrown off*. 

TKe expectoration of the mucus gradually relieves the violence of 
the paroxysm, and he is better until the succeeding night, when the 
same routine is gone thirough: at last, after three nights,* he is left 
weakjipd without appetite, with excessive i )reness all around the 
chiE^^imih the exercise of the muscles to keep up respiration, and 
graoually recovers. 
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The bowels are usually regular during the ^intermission, until a 
^hort time before the paroxysm, when he is slightly costive. During 
the fit, he has head-ache and disorder of the stomach, the pulse is 
weak and frequent, skin cool. 

His fi^thcr has the same form rf asthma. 

This gentleman called to see me on accdbnt of his child. As he 
came up fiiy stairs, I heard his breathing, and nn enqui-y received 
the above account. My venerable and learaed pi^ceptor. Dr. Spence, 
was then on a visit to me, and we encouraged Mr. M. to enter on a 
course of treatment. He was to infoM me of his next attack. 

July — Had the first* paroxysm of the series Jast nighty has 

been sleepy for several days; to day he wheezes and shows great 
bronchial eftusion; pulse soft, weak, and intermitting. R. Pulv. 
ipecac. 9i. — antim. tartar, gr. i.— M. To be taken to night on the 
accession of the paroxysm; early to morrow morning drink very strong 
CO Hoe. 

o7//^,„Took the emetic at 1 A. M. ; threw off a great quan- 
tity of white frothy mucus, and nothing else. The emetic relieved 
him entirely from wheezing and dyspnoea, and he slept comfortably 
till (lay-brealA Then the symptoms returning in some degree, he is 
heaving the chest and shoulders very much in breathing; wheezes and 
coughs up much phlegm; skin very cool and moist; pulse weak and 
soft; he always passes a double quantity of pale urine during the at- 
tack, R. Pulv. rad. colomb. ^ss.— pulv. rad. zingib. Jss-— aq- fer- 
Vent. Hjss. — M. Digest for an hour, then take two table-spoonsful 
every two hours till 9 P. M.; take very strong coffee dufing the day 
with light digestible di(?t. 

38^/t.— Continued much oppressed till he took the second dose of 
bitter infSsion, when great reKef was afforded; the urine became 
higher coloured, and diminished in quantity; dyspnoea so much bet- 
ter as to enable him to set upright with ease; and what uniformly in- 
dicates the subsidence of the paroxysm, he feels great soreness around 
tlie thorax, which he says is in the muscles, and is caused by their 
laborious duty in keeping up respiration during the asthmatic period; 
bowels regular; pulse soft and intermitting; Ups not livid this morn- 
ing; is relieved. Ordered the bitter infusion as yesterday,. R. 
Rubigo ferri. ^iss. — pulv. rhei. 5** — pulv. zingib. m^l dcs- 

pum. q. h. ft. elcctuar. Begin"^ to-morrow and take a tea-spoonful 
Ihree times a clay. R. Elix. vitriol, ^i. Take fifteen drops in cold 
water after cmcIi dose of the electuary. 

August 2d. — Has been taking the medicines; the electuary makes 
his stools black and thin; feels chilly in the evening; is excessively 
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sore all over, as if he' had been severely tfeaten; pulse frequent and 
wes^; has cough with tough expectoration every morning, and this is 
the case for several days after a paroxysm 5 the appetite weak. Omit 
the electuary for three days. K. Tinct. scill. ^ss.—- acid, nit., ext. 
hyosciam. aa Ji. — aq. pur. §viij. — Take a table-spoonful three 
tipes a day till the mucai is expectorated, and till the urine is na- 
tural. Then resume the steel. Continue daily the use of strong cof- 
fee, and use ginger ireely in every way. Light, plain, nutritious 
diet, and moderate exercise, avoiding exposure. 

October 17/A.— No symptoms of asthma since last report, although 
he has had a sp\<ire cold which has invariably heretofore produced it. 
The rhubarb purged him, and on leaving it out he became costive; one 
scruple was added to the electuary. The expectorant mixture relieved 
him very much; the vitriolic acid agrees with him; chest strong; respi- 
ration free; appetite good; health and spirits better than fur five years 
past. During the violent cold he lately had^ the urine became imh as 
in the asthmatic paroxysms. 

1821, November. — No return of asthma; no oppression from bron- 
chial effusion. 

1823, t/hnwory.— Entirely free from asthma; enjoys /me health and 
spirits. 

1826 .— Continues well; has gone through great fatigue and expo- 
sure in travelling for two yearSi without any disease. 

The disease was of ten years standing when [ was 
called -in. His father had been similarly affected; the paroxysims' 
were frequfent, distinct, violent; he utterly despaired of recovery, ami 
had resigned himself to an indefinite protraction of most dreailful suf- 
fering/ Tiie usual round of antispasmodics, ether, assalVrtida, opium, 
&c. had been givep; he had been attended by several physicians. He 
was a yirorthy, intelligent, resolute man, almost despairing of ever 
being able to subserve the interests of iiarge family. 1 explained 
liim my views, staled former success in treating a case, and he as- 
sured me he would persevereTor any period in the use of remedies. 

1 have completely succeeded in removing asthma in two other 
cases. One a delicate -female with leucorrlia'a; weak pulse; and 
of debilitated habit. The paroxysms were frequent; per- 
fectly well-marked: could be mistaken for no other disease; attack at 
wigbt, repeated the ensuing night; disappearing with copious eftusion 
of^ucus. The other ^case was a minister, of very studious habits, 
delicate constitution, weak arterial action. He was relieved, and has 
gCKd health. The practice pursued was as in the dtitailed t 
above, with slight modifications. 
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I may at a future period give further reports on other forms ol 

asthma. 

• 

Rupture of a Large 7(p?irfo;i.— Negro Robert w^s walking with a 
large piece of wood on his sliould* in going down a slight descent, 
lic iell on one. knee, with considerable foR^j on throwing the wood 
iVom lii^ i#rni, lie attempted to rise but found he could not wait, 
lie was taken to a house where I saw him one lioiir after the accident. 

He complained of no pain any where, but at the spot wh^e the 
temhin of the extensors of the leg unites witirthe patella. The ilexbrs 
bent the leg, which he could*not prevent; when th^Jimb was flexed 
he could not straighten it. On examining the upper edge of the pa- 
tella, my hand sunk into a deep hollow, so that I could run my in- 
g(*rs under the end of the ruptured tendon of the large muscles of the 
thigh, and raise up the tendinous extremity. The nature of the in- 
jury Avas now obvious. 

'fhe treatment pursued was the same as that recommended for 
fractured patella. The limb was extended and kept so with a splint 
from the hip to the foot. 

I rcmoA'od^he sj)lint after it had been worn for five weeks, and 
found that the limb could not be flexed. The dressings were removed; 
an oily IVidioTi daily was substituted; attempts were made to bend it 
gently every day, and under this plw he entirely recovered the free 
iHO of the knee-joint. 

At the time of^hc accident no injury could be discovered in the 
joijit; it could be freely moved without pain. • 

• 

Case of Cough from elongated Uvula successfully treated by Exci- 
sion of a portion of the Uvula.^\ii the year 1814, the following case 
came iiito my hands. 

Mr. , aged forty, sciVed a tour of militia duty at Norfolk, as 

an officer. He contracted a gonorrhaea; the disease was apparently 
cured, but he thought it was never perfectly removed. I speak of his 
oAvn impressions. 

JSix months before applying to me he was taken with sore throat, 
nlceialcd, excavated, ragged looking tonsils. The disease eJ^nded 
to the uvula, inducing inflammation and elongation. 

He had no fever nor pain. TIic stomach and bowels were irregulai 
in their functions: the tongue Avas slightly fprred; the pulse increas 
imI in frequency. 

Hut the symptom Avhich occasioned alarm Avas excessive and con- 
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slant coughing. Thc4rritation induced the cough, occasioned great 
emaciation, to such a degree that his friends all supposed him in con- 
sumption, and his case incurable. 

The ulceration of the throat was improving, but the uvula was so 
long, and the end almost cartilaginous, that it was evidently the cause 
of the cough. 1 advised and performed the excision of the part. 1 can 
never forget the confidence with which the patient immediately ex- 
claimed I am well,” nor how suddenly the cough left him. 

1 gave him a slight course of blue pill which removed all the symp- 
toms by restoring the functions of the stomacli and liver, on the irre- 
gularity of wlyoi^ 1 supposed the state df the throat to depend. 

I should have long since published this case, but when the phthisis 
occasioned by elongated uvula was noticed some years ago in the 
Philadelphia Journal, 1 sent notes of it to a distinguished member of 
the profession, to be used as he might think best. 

I have since cut off an elongated uvula which 1 was sure produced 
cough and irritation. The gentleman left town immediately after tlic 
operation, and I heard nothing of him afterwards^* 

Tracheitis . — Richard Long, aetat five years. H;s mother had 

been subject to croup. The child has florid complexion. To-day, 

• 

* We make the following extract from Wiseman’s Surgery, published in 1676. 

** There also happeneth an Elonga^on of the Vvula through the abundance of 
salivous Humour flowing upon it: in which case, if it touch upon the root of tbe^ 
Tongue or upon the Epiglottis^ it causeth a frequent haulfing, and in progress 
maketh a vexatious Catarrh. ' 

** Such was the case of a Servant-maid to a Noble Lady in the Country. Va- 
rious Ifediciaments had been prescribed ineffectually: 1 being in tliat Family 
was desired to see her. Looking into heftnouth, I saw the Vmla Hang dangling 
upon the root of the tongue. It was not swelled nor inflamroed. I supposing it 
the cause of her Distemper, took hold of the^low part of it with my Forceps, and 
at the same time cut it shorter with a pair of Scissors. It did not bleed a Spoon- 
ful!: and afterwards it cicatrized^ of it self, without applic.ation of any kind 
of Medicament, and she was thereby freed of the Defluxiom Such another I rut 
off in a Servant of his belonging io Harnpton-Court, and some others 

who were so afflicted, and thereby freed them of their catarrh, when all other 
Rem^^esi&iled.” p. 333. 

We take this opportunity of distinctly observing, thaf Professor Physick lias 
never claimed the merit of being the* Jirsito discover that obstinate couglis were 
produced by elongation of Uie uvula, and to propose its truncation for their curei 
THe credit is, however, unquestionably due to him, of attracting the attention 
of the profession to the subject, and of devising the best instrument for the ope- 
ration that has as yet been proposed for that purpose. 1. H. 
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March 28, 1827, hoarseness and febricula, siftn warm, the cough 
longing and dry. Parents administered a mixture of antimonial wine 
.and paregoric, which produced perspiration; and except a dry cough, 
the child passed a comfortable night. 

29//i.— This morning took magnesia, which operated several times 
during the day. The child appearing as well as usual, except the 
cough; fot^ this, oxymel of squills has been given during the day. 
7 P- M. Fever came on; skin hot;" cheeks highly flushed; restless- 
ness; cough hard, ringing, and constant; a hissing noise in respiration; 
great dyspnoea on attempting to rise. The parents administered 5iij« 
vin. antimon. which vomitea the child freely, three times; 

mucus ejected; pediluvium satisfactorily practised. No relief being af- 
forded, I was called at 1 1 P. M. when the childlaboured under exqui- 
sitely formed tracheitis. Th4|^atient, though asleep, breathed as 
through a very contracted tube, with a hissing noise, and occasion- 
ally rattling a small quantity of loose mucus. 

There was evidently straiglitened, frequent, and diflicult respira- 
tion. The pulse frequent, full, hard; skin hot and dry; cheeks crim- 
son flush. On waking, the cough proved entirely characteristic of 
croup, and tho least exertion occasioned great increase of dyspnoea, 
and the whi/.zing sound in breathing, with corresponding increase of 
frequency of tiTc pulse. Hoarseness of voice, restlessness, and toss- 
ing while awake; in short, a case of high febrile inflammatory action, 
with all the local plienomena of fixed croup. Under these circum- 
stances a vein was opened, and blood drawn amounting to §vi. till 
the pulse became weak and frequent; restlessness and paleness indi- 
cated the approach of %yncopei^ The blood flowed in a rapid, full 
stream, and manifested a rednesiHrtdch I have often seen accompany- 
ing cases oT such decided inflamfhatory action. Ordered B. Antim. 
tart. grs. iii. — mere. dulc. 9^.~pulv. ipecac, grs. vi. M. et divid. in 
pulv. No. VI. One powder every fifteen minutes, in syrup, till full 
vomiting. The first powder produced slight, and the second free vo- 
miting; tliey weye discontinued. The matter ejected was a thick, 
tenacious mucus, with shreds or flakes of a white matter, entirely 
distinct from the mucus, and more resembling lymph. Vomiting, con- 
tinued with short intervals for three hours. When the respirafS^ was 
free, the cough eviJently less ringing and hard, and the imm^iate 
danger from croupy suflbeation ^bsided. 

30th . — 2 A. M. But now came a remarkable change in the whole 
aspect of the case. The voice was clear; respiration free; vomiting 
of watery fluids, such as the drinks taken in. Two copious stools, 
bilious, feculent, offensive discharges, with mucus. The pulse fre- 
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quent, feeble, tlircaclyj the face pale, countenance sunk; eyes liollow; 
jactitation, with great thirst; the stools now assume a watery aspect, 
like tlie fluids swallowed, and there was every appearance of complete 
subduction of local and general inflammation. There was marked 
evidence of loss of the stomach’s tone and of the heart’s powpr, while 
tjie mind was distinct. After each vomiting and stool, there is now 
manifest collapse and alarming flagging of the vital powers Skin cool 
and partially moist. ^ 

Here yfMS a great clv^ngc and a critical case, and totally diflcreiit 
from the just previous croup. I ascribe the rapid sinking of the 
heart’s actionf Vid of the general power, entirely to the deleterious 
effect of the tartar emetic. Let the reader remark on the state of 
inflammatory excitement just preceding the treatment, and the utter 
prostration occurring in two hours ^m the loss of ^vi. of blood, 
and taking one grain of tartar emetic, six of calomel, and two ol 
ipecacuanha; a prostration attended with ghastliness, cold wrists, 
threatening speedy dissolution. The evacuations from tlic hotels 
were mere watery exhalations, from the relaxed intestinal capillaries, 
nothing like secretion of bile, or fseces, or mucus appeared. The in- 
dication now was to bring up the system, as promptly' and dccisivel v 
as two hours before it was to reduce it. I therefore directed two tea- 
spoonsful 0 ^ pure warm c/arc/ wine, with two drops of laudanum, and 
gave with my own hand warm-claret and water, until the pulse be- 
came fuller and the patient manifested revival. The astringency of 
the wine, and the power of the opium, restrained the watery stools, 
while the grateful cordial so restored the action of the heart, as to con- 
vince me it was within the power of judiciflusly exhibited stimulus. 
The patient perspired, coughed mofib easily, and fell into a quiet sleep. 

6 A. M. Left him improving. 1 directed barley-water, Svith lemon- 
ade, and to rub his throat externally with mustard and spirit. Noon. 
Has vomited slightly; breathes easily; cough harassing, but looser; no 
stool; complains of pain in the right side; pulse freciuent, soft; skin 
natural and moist; tongue clean, moist; says he is better. Has drank 
barley-water and taken sugar-candy with a little mint water. Ordered 
syrup, scill. comp. gutt. xv. secunda hora sumend. 4 P. M. »Slept 
wellj^coughed less; pulse frequent, soft; otherwise as above, but 
without stool. Eveninir. Slept soundly, and perspired freely, so as 
to render warm bathing unnecessary; coughed less. Continued syrup, 
sdli. comp. Midnight. Cough less; but always wakes with a remarka ■ 
ble h^fcination, requiring some time to bring about rationale; rubs 
Ins eyes, and eyelids very much; no evacuation. Directed an 
injection in the morning if costivcncss conlinueiL 



361 


Hen(lerson\s Iteporis of Cases. 

— 9 A. M. Rested well last night; cough diminishing; waked 
•without wildness; no evacuation; tongue very white; pulse frequent, 

• soft; pupils dilated; complains of objects in the room being at great 

distance; face flushed; symptoms of irritation. Ordered senn. infus. 
with crem. tartar. 6 P. M. Pulse through the day 125, with an ab- 
rupt jerk, but not hard; awoke to day frightened, screaming, apd 
confused;* tongue still very white; skin cool, but limbs motion and 
restless; still rubs lus nose and eyes; cough frequent, but loose; senna 
operated once freely; continue it in increased doses, and pediluvium 
at night. ^ • 

April IsL — 6 P. M. Slept well last night; boW^a freely evacu- 
ated;. tongue much cleaner and moist; pulse slower and soft; skin 
cool and moist; cough less; pupils natural. Hasi taken spir. nit. dulc. 
5ss, tertia hora, with line cdect. 

— 2 P. M. Passed a restless night with dry coughing; com- 
plains of bright vision; heaviness in the head; had at 9 o’clock this 
morning a chill followed by high fever; frequent, strong, hard pulse; 
])ain in the right side; tongue not white but yellow; bowels costive: 
no stool since yesterday. Ordered venesection to ^v. — mere. dulc. 
grs. v. — muci>age of gum Arabic — flaxseed tea, with minute doses ol 
aniiin. wine for common drink. 9 P. IM. lias had one large stool, 
which, with the bleeding, much allayed the fever; pulse frequent, 
but not so hard, or strong, or full; skin cool and moist, and tongue 
cleaner, but cough incessant and harassing. Ordered a dose of li- 
quorice, antim. wine, and paregoric in mucilage every hour; blister 
to throat if not less cough in two hours; injection at day-break, un 
less a stool previous. * 

3d. — 9 A. M. Took three doses of the anodyne mixture; it com- 
posed hiin,*so lliat the blister wjft not necessary; cough much less; 

* very little febrile, but much irritative action; no stool; skin moist; 
tongue cleaner; some unpleasant feelings about the head and eyes. 
Onlered live grains of calomel with JBS. ol. ricin., and after its ope- 
ration the anodyne mixture. 6 P. M. Purgative operated three 
tinms; is much better in every respect; take the anodyne. 

4th. — 6 P. M. Has passed a tolerably quiet night; cough le^s ha- 
rassing, and loose; pulse still frequent; and little fatigue inducing 
ilyspiiaja; bowels loose; skin sweating; is very cheerful, and counte- 
nance lirighl. ^ 

The above case is icinarkable, 1st, for the croup; 2d, for the 
immediate (»'ansition to collapse from the poisonous cSect of tartar 
emetic; 3d, foi the immediate relief given by the claret wine, the ve- 
getable astringent ami cordial, and Ihe laudanum; 4lh, for the singu- 

No. VI.— Kel). IH29. 46 
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lar state of vision; he said the objects in the room were at very great 
distance; and again he complained of the bright vivid colour of things 
about him; 5ih, fur the resumption of inflammation in the lungs and 
pleura after the collapse. On the whole the case may be useful to 
the young practitioner. 

•1 was aided in the treatment of the latter periods of the case by 
injr intelligent and valued friend, Dr. Lovell, the surgcun-gciieral 
of the army. 

Perhapa the antimonial wine taken at first may have predisposed 
the child to the severe effects Of the grain of tartar emetic I gave. 

1 once saw s^Thild eighteen months old, die from a smaller dose of 
tartar ethetic than I administered in the case of the son of Col. liOiig. 

Washington.^ D. C. Dec. 1827. 


Art. XII. On the Impropriety of Ergot in Placental Cases. By ►Sv 
MUEL Jackson, M. D. of Northiimberlaiul. 

» 

In Vol. II. of this Journal, p. 89, we ventured to <[U(‘stion the pro 
priety of using ergot for the purpose of exciting the placciita-expelliiig 
pains, upon the principle that it is impossible at any time to ascertain 
certainly, whether the contraction of the uterus is regular, and of' 
course, whether the medicine is to do good or evil; to propel the pla- 
centa or to compress and grind, and retain it with redoubled power. 
After more experience and much reflection, Vc are still of the same 
mind; and now beg leave to express our opinions more explicitly than 
before, being the more willing to obtrude tliis subject once more on 
the reader, as we have been informed that our former publication was 
not fairly understood. It has been supposed tliat we denounced the 
use of ergot in the irregular contractions merely, in which no practi- 
tioner would ever use this medicine; whereas a morp careful perusal 
would have informed the obtusest reader that we object to it in all 
cases whatever of retained placenta, because it is impossible to ascer- 
tain in any case, whether the state of the parts within is suitable fo 
its operation. As we are here at variance with all authorities, many 
of which ought to be respected far beyond ourow^n, we must implore 
therea^^’s patience, while we remind him that the race is not 
alwajKl^ the swift, nor the battle to the stro^^g, but that time and 
ch^ % happeneth to all men.’’ 

^ere are five states of the uferus and placenta, any one ol which 
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may exist without any possibility of ascertaining the fact; and if it 
•<Io exist, the ergot must prove a very serious, and often a deplorable 
• injury. I'irst, the hour-glass uterus; Second^ the longitudinal con- 
traction; Thirds the morbidly, or otherwise too adherent placenta; 
Fourth^ the depressed fundus; Fifths a torpor of the uterus, or an in- 
susceptibility of ergotism from long-continued labour, or other causes 
not understood. Under the two heads of hour-glass and longitudinal 
utcM us, we here include all irregular contractions whatever, by which 
the [ilacenta is retained, as they all fall undev the same pathology and 
general indications of cur^ whetheF the coarctation pervade the 
whole volume of circular muscle, or be confined tiradiand of uncer- 
tain width, and whether this last be situated in the neck or the body. 

Of the hour-glass and longitudinal uterus, it might be supposed 
they could be ascertained partly through the medium of the abdomi- 
nal jjarieles, and partly by the common examination per vaginam with 
the mere finger. Thus it may be said that when the uterus reaches 
liigh up in the abdomen, and is contracted laterally, when there is no 
ha rnorrhage, and the placenta cannot be reached by the finger, these 
irregular contractions are to be suspected. But every one must know 
thiit tlicsc circumstances do all very frequently obtain, when the con- 
traction is at Jeast sufficiently regular to expel the placenta without 
hcl|), and therefore that any examination of this kind may often de- 
ceive. It may sometimes succeed in strongly marked cases, when 
the abdominal parietes are thin, and the accoucheur endowed with the 
tachis crudithsimus; but as a standing rule, and in ordinary hands, 
we hold that tliese contractions cannot be ascertained short of intro- 
ducing ilic hand. 

'I1ic uterus is sometimes found large, hard, and globular, and the 
unnatural stricture is so formed that the upper cyst lies buried among 
the intestines under the great mass of the womb, and though small, 
it may contain the greater part of a small placenta. This we have 
known in two instances. The womb felt imperfectly but regularly 
and firmly contracted when examined above the pubes. 

Wlum the uterus is felt to be well contracted, there may be a stria- 
lure near, or at the neck, which grasps the placenta, and prevents its 
expulsion. This iiyiss is perceived by the finger, is felt to piMrude 
a little with every pain, and ho]^s are entertained that it will be 
quickly delivered; but when the accoucheur has waited till all are 
out of patience with such unexpected delays, he introduces his hand 
and finds a stricture near the cervix uteri, and the prolonged pla- 
centa still adhering. Dknman says that when the placenta is de- 
tached and fallen into the vagina, it may be left there to be expelled 
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hy the after-pains, l^ut it is very certain that when it has all the 
proofs possible of being detached, and even protrudes a little extra 
vagina m, it may yet be held fast by a contraction of the cervix uteri, 
and- the entire separation be thereby prevented. This we have known, 
both in our own practice, and that of the midwives; it is lalso men- 
tioned by Dr. Dewees, and particularly treated of in his System of 
Midwifery. 

In the longitudinal contraction, the uterus is felt through Ihe ab- 
dominal paHetes lo be firm, globular, and well contracted; the pla- 
centa is ielt by ,the finger, anif appears to be descending with every 
pain; bnt wheii' af*last the hand is introduced, this mass is found to 
be embraced by a long hom-Uke process which grasps a portion of it 
and prevents its entire separation. 

The kind of contraction which is present, cannot therefore be 
ascertained by any means that we know of, and if ergot is given, it 
must be at the risk of doing evil, rather than with the certainty of 
doing good. It is very true that in many cases, nolliing could pos- 
sibly be more appropriate, but to ascertain that if such be the case in 
hand, we hold to be altogether impracticable. Tlius, a few nights 
ago we presumed that the uterus was most irreguIarly"contractcd; it 
felt as though there was a long process passing off in the direction of 
the spleen, and the placenta could not be reached with tlie finger, 
though the pains were frequent and pressing. On proceeding to the 
manual extraction, the uterine cavity felt regular, and the hand with 
the placenta was very gently expelled by a single pain. But on the 
contrary, we shall relate a case of hour-glass uterus in which there 
was every reason to believe the contraction to be regular, and there- 
fore we tried the ei'got once more in compliance with the best autho- 
rities, though altogether in contempt of our own principles. 

Mrs. G. of G. was delivered of her first child about two months 
ago, after a tedious and painful but natural labour. She was very 
young, weak, and excessively irritable from tlie first, for which rea- 
son w'c did not proceed to the manual extraction as soon as we should 
have otherwise done. The womb was felt large, globular, hard, above 
the pubes, and the placenta, as was supposed., was reached by the 
finger. The natural pains did not supervene within one hour, though 
fnetions had been frequently used, and tlicrefore we gave thirty grains 
of ergot, in divided doses. Here we could not believe there was an 

uterus was so large and globular, it ap- 
peared hardly possible that a portion of it cou' .l any where exist suf- 
ficient to form a separate cyst; it could not be at the fundus or body, 
which were felt so very distinctly, nor at the neck, for somethino; 
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was felt by the tip of tlie finger, which was, as wc supposed, the whole 
mass of the placenta. 

• The ergot brought on its peculiar depressing pains, but they gra- 
dually diminished after an hour, without having in the least protruded 
what was supposed to be the placenta, or having changed the shape 
of the womb, as felt above tlie pubes. The abdomen now began to 
swell, and though tlie woman was so irritable, from the fii'st, as bald- 
ly to suffer us to touch her, wc determined to wait no longer. The 
supposed placenta was discovered, on introducing the hand, to be a 
quantity of blood collected the menfbranes, and it^was found that 
the real placenta, which afterwards proved to be um^ally diminu- 
tive, was enclosed in a very small upper chamber that seemed to 
l each almost under the sternum, and the contraction was so close 
that it tightly embraced the cord. Here was a deplorable business 
for a delicate and excessively irritable young lady, but there was only 
one method of proceedings however painful. She passed at least fif- 
loen minutes of most cruel suffering before she was relieved. Con- 
trary to our expectations, she had a speedy recovery, and with- 
out any other backsed than two or three fits of an habitual inter- 
mittent. Ho^f^ much better would it have been to have tenaciously 
aclliercd to the principles laid down in our former paper, and thus to 
have removed the placenta at the end of an hour, sooner or later! It 
is true, there might have been at that time, and no doubt there ac- 
tually was, an lH)ur-glass uterus; but it may be fairly presumed that 
tlie contraction was not so violent, and it is fully certain that all the 
purls were in a more fit^state for the manual extraction, and the pa- 
tient’s mind far better prepared to suffer. 

In cases of the morbidly adherent placenta, it is probable that some 
of the organ might be cast offby*the powers of the ergot, and if the 
' greater pari should fortunately come away, and the practitioner be 
content with this state of things, there is hardly a doubt but that the 
rest might be separated by the operations of nature. This we con- 
ceive would ])rovc moj-e fortunate than the detachment by manual 
violence. Sec Smellie, yol. II. Collect, xxiii. Case 2. But should 
the whole placenta remain, or the greater part of it, the patient would 
have to suffer all tlig torment inflicted by the ergot, and also to un- 
dergo the manual extraction, now rendered tenfold worse by delay 
and irritation. 

AVheu the. fundus is depressed, and the womb in danger of inver- 
sion, of whieli the attendant can know nothing till the hand is intro- 
duced. the mischievous operation of the ergot is painful, even in con- 
'leniplatioii. But it will be said, that the careful practitioner will 
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always ascerfain this by an examination above the pubes. This is 
not absolutely certain in tJie mere depression, however possible ct 
may be to do so in the complete, and even in the partial inversion. 
But even here, Denman says that in one case, (that is of inversion,) 
that was under the care of a person who might liave becn^allowed to 
be a competent judge, and expected to act more wisely, when heap- 
plied his hand to the abdomen, the recession of the inverting uterus was 
ntistaken for its contraction, and it was actually inverted, though he 
entertained no auspician of what had happened. If this could hap- 
pen iti Bie han^s of such a pel son as Dgninan speaks of, and that too 
iaxaseof surely the mere depression might never be de- 

tected by half the practitimiera, male and female, of the obstetric 
art 

But it may be said that this state of the uterus must always be 
within reach of the filler; ^certainly not always, though in deep de- 
pressions it no doubt may. Dr. Dkwees, System of Midwifery, StI 
edition, p. 486, says, ‘<1 found the placenta within reach of the 
finger^ and attempted to withdraw it, but it gave great resistance and 
extreme pain. 1 now introduced my hand., and found a tumour re- 
sembling in shape and size the swelling at the bottom** of a common 
black bottle, over which the placenta was spread.” ^ And again, p. 
490, he says of another case, ‘‘I took hold of the cord and merely 
tightened it, on which she begged me to wait, as it gave hei* great 
pain. I traced the end to the vagina, and found at the os exlernum 
a placenta, I thought unusually dense and large. On gently afttMU])!- 
ing to withdraw it, as I thought it loose in the vagina, I found un- 
common resistance, which I attributed to its bulk, and desisted from 
further effort, hoping the uterus would, by contracting, pusli it com- 
pletely down. In this I was disappointed. I now expected that a 
more than common cause detained the placenta in the vagina, and 
began a more complete examination. I pierced the substajice of the 
placenta with my forefinger, and tightened the cord; beneath the 
placenta I perceived around, hard substance, which*! but loo fjuickfy 
discovered to be the fundus of the uterus iuwerted.” 

The above cases show most clearly that the depressed fundus may 
exist without being ascertained by a common exf^niiiiation above the 
pubes and per vaginart with the finj^r only. To expatiate on Ihe ac- 
tion of ergot in such cases is wholly unnecessary. 

|n\Our4£llEh and last state, we supposed the uterus to be insensible, 
or nearii^o, to the operation of ergot. It hapj .ms that we never gave 
a this medicine for the expulsion’ of Ihe child that did not 

bring on strong pains; but in ])lacciital cases we have often been dis- 
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appointed, though the medicine was taken from the same parcel. It 
lyis sometimes failed entirely to excite the uterus, and not unfre- 
.quently it has superinduced some grinding pains that very soon died 
away. 

There.] S i, another point of view in which ergot may not be consi- 
<Iercd entirely safe in placental cases, even when all the parts are Ui 
the most favourable state for its just operation. It may i Kcite pains 
out of all proportion to the object to be attained, and which may not 
very soon subside. When we give this medicine for the expulsion 
of the child, its power may be in a groat measure exhausfed b;^ the 
time the labour is finished; not so when given to e^i^kthe placenta, 
as tills process is often quickly finished, and in such cases the ergot 
may expend iisclf in furious spasms or throes which may not be easily 
subdued, and may even end with a prolapsus, if not a procidentia 
uteri. We have never seen any thing similar, but Dr. Dewees, Sys- 
tem of Midwifery, third edition, p. 6£0, and also in VoL % of this 
.lournal, p. 258, relates a case precisely to the purpose. A lady 
aburted at a little beyond the fifth moutk with twins. The involucra 
did not come away for several days after the expulsion of the em- 
bryos; but as they came off in one mass very soon after taking twenty 
grains of ergot, the lady could not be persuaded but that one of the 
placeniai remained, ami desired that another dose of the ergot mighf 
be gh eii her. I'^his I positively refused, but at the same time assured 
liei* fliat notliing remained to come away. She was, however, not 
convinced; for I had scarcely left the house before she caused another 
portion of the ergot to be given her. The consequences were a repe- 
tition of violent pains, afid the escape of a considerable portion of the 
uterus through the os externum.” In the next page the doctor says, 
“I am thinefoie convinced thaS; much future injury has been sus- 
• tained by giving tliis medicine in cases where there is little, or no re- 
sistance to be overcome; for in such cases the increased efforts of the 
uterus continue after the cliild is delivered.” This reasoning, we pre- 
sume, docs not reach those cases in which ergot ought to be given in 
v(My small doses merely to produce a tonic effect. 

Now, when we take into consideration the various circumstances 
in which ergot cannot be used with propriety, any one of which may 
exist without tiie knowledge of practitioner giving this medicine, 
ami add to tlicse the cases in whfch it will merely distress the patient 
with i<s peendiar grinding pains, and fail at last to effect its object 
without any ^ihsignable reason, we are ready to conclude that it is by 
no means applicable to the expulsion of the placenta. The only rea- 
son to he assijxned for llie use of ei-got is, tliat it may supersede the 
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painful expedient of manual extraction. But here wc must not for- 
get that ergot itself is a painful expedient. The throes or spasi^s 
which it brings on are not natural, and are indeed hardly similar to 
labour. The woman always knows the difference, and expresses her 
impatience with them. This difference obtains more clearly in pla- 
cental than in child-birth cases. Now suppose that an accoucheur has 
fifty cases a year of the placenta retained too long, and that he gives 
ergot in every one— the totality of suffering will be very great, and 
far greater than if he \rore to proceed to the manual extraction at a 
proper time; as the medicinetmust in some cases fail, most generally 
distress the p^tiipt even when it succeeds the best, will sometimes 
add strength to the irregular contractions, and will at all times occa- 
sion an anxious delay. 

Nor is the influence one example to be neglected in these cases. 
It seems to be the part of the midwives to abuse all the learning tliey 
casually acquire from the regular accoucheur, and most certainly 
they will not fail to provide themselves with a medicine a]jparcnll y 
so very convenient. Whereas it is their business to send I'oi lui thcr 
help in all cases of retained placenta. 

After all that has been said, it must be confessed tlnit the necessity 
of using either ergot or the manual extraction bears but a \ery small 
proportion to the totality of cases, and that a still smaller pro])orlion 
of these will be subject to the various casualties which oppose the use 
of ergot; consequently an accoucheur may pass through a long arnl 
busy practice without encountering any of the evils, or doing any ol 
the mischief we have here set forth. Hence, if the experience «)l 
others is in favour of giving ergot in these*^ cases, it must surely be 
considered as owing to a more fortunate succession oi' suitable cases; 
the very next that occurs may diiiappoint their hopes, 'and change 
their opinions, may bring themselves and their patient into all the 
distress of an hour-glass uterus rendered tenfold worse by the action 
of ergot, ami teach them the necessity of acting by known principles 
in pathology, rather than by the dictates of unprincipled experience. 

Northumberland^ Pa. Dec. 1828. 
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Art. XIII. Account of La Chariti at Pari$. BjEusha 

* M. D. of lrf>well» Mass. . . Jk 

' • f 

nTlllS hospital is considered the second in ii^portance^of theFirench 
capital. It was founded by Maria d^ Jledecis in 1602^ aAd it$ his- 
tory, together with that of it^ church, front ibis tifl^^wn to the re- 
volution, is too long andjuninterestiiQg to be 4.$tfiiled in this ^pejper. 
During the revolution it was called ** Hospice de VUikUcy^ btti since 
1815 it has taken its former name. In irQS^ere V€ire two hi#ftred 
and eight patients; there are now more than tlur6e;hiiindied, upwards 
two-thirds of which are maje. This h0spita},» on «iecount of ito situa- 
tion, its large and airy wards, and the judicious arrangemeffl of the 
patients, has always given, in regard to its s^rtality, more satisfac- 
tory results than most of the others, like IbUkiwing statement of the 
average mortality in the principal hospitals* firom 1804 to 1814, may 
not be uninteresting. 

At La Charit6, 1 in !>»««> ] I 

in 4i. — Saint Antoine, 1 in 5J,*-^-<3ochinj, 1 in 74*—- Necker, 1 in 6. 
— Beaujoii, 1 in 51.— Children^ 1 in 44« 

The service in the surgical wards is performed by Boybr imd 
Roux, of whom we shall speak more at length hereafter. The prin- 
1 ipal physicians are FouAuier, LeAminier, and Chomel. I am in- 
debted to Pf. li\ tier’s practical formulary of the hospitals of Paris, 
for the follo«l^ing observations on the character and pri^tice of M. 
Fouquier. 

“ This professor, whose visits are assiduously followed by a great number^ of 
^>tu(lents and physicidns, exhibits in his practice that • prudent temporizi/H^ 
which know s how to leave something to the conserv^ve ^orts of nature, while, 
when itiis necessary in order to save his patient fh>m certain death, he is prompt 
and energetic in his measures. An attentive and scrupulous observer, joiiuii|j|^ a 
r.ire ingenuity to an exercised “ coup he distinguidies bimself by the 

exactitude of his diagnoNs, and the certainty of his prognosis, wUch hC never 
gives till after a minute and profountfhwimination. Farftom seek^ to astonish 
hy a pretended perspicacity which would divine the causes of di ifcwe at first 
Mght, he teachrs, on tlic contraiy, his students to cany into thekttfomgstiw 
i)f diseases, a minute attention and a wise deliberation, which shall conduct, to 
positive results, or ai least enable them to avoid those errors which comprpOUt® 
the dignity ot the art. His therapeutic is simple and rational, and if he some- 
No. VI.— Feb. 18^9. 47 
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times {fives himself up to experiment, it is aliX^ays with that prudence and re. 
serve imposed by conscience and responsibility. 

« An absolute stranger to the spirit of system, and following tlie track traced 
by observation and expenence, he has long taught, both in his coursesofthcory 
and practice, thi frequency of phlegmasias, and the necessity of insisting on 
the antiphlogistic tr^|inent, even when these diseases have passed into the 
.c^|!^|uc stage. He has' taught .that the essential fevers of Uie ancients were 

Vj^/often merely symptomatic of local j^ammation, tliougb, in opposition to 
tii^j&ctrine of Broussajs, he still thinks' ^ere exist essential fevers, that is, fc- 
in wUcli Ae excitement is . genera], not showing itself in any one part 
sujffi[c|pn4y4>^cdominant t£ be considered the local cause of the disease. -He lias 
long histcuthoiity ag^nsf the abuse^ of tonics and stimulants in the 

of aciAe ibikhfdies. ^ f'; 

diseases l£^;Fouql]|eriWdl^i^ethod peculiar to himself.- In the 
painteW colic, for eXaihptCs.l^c^ depsHed from the beaten track, and has 
added^h a treatment of <w)^^]^g e3^e|$ence had demonstrated the eiRclency 
th^5 modidcations a mtiPpl'therape Acute rheumatism Is 

con^ideif^by him asii^ i^||aimmal|qn, is treated accordingly; but he pre- 
fers the ^pdieation ofleeclb^s oiPcntaplaainSi aided by drinks lightly diapho- 
retic, and warm ba^s, to j^heial bleeding; the latter, according to him, being 


followed by a long and 1 


i'ebhvalescebipe. This treatment has often suc- 


ceeded 'in chronic arncular' iheuhratism, which had produced partial anchylo- 
sis. fh neuralgias in general he employs bleeding, general or Ibcal, followed by 
vetication, not on the course of the diseased nerve, as directed by Cotugno, but 
ove^^tbe region of its expanded ex^emity. * 

**Tlie number of nervous di^swes so ppnsiderable for those who observe su- 
perficially, is very much diminished tijt practitioner,, who endeavours as far 
as possible to refer each series ^^syip^oms to the lesion of an organ. Notwith- 
stae^ng this reduction, however, afiTec^ns to which wc arc still otiligcd 
to apply^e denomination nervous are siifikdCni% numerous. M. Foiiquicr ad- 
mits the exbtence of malaxes purely nervous, tlmls to say, in which oiu* means 
of investigation have not yat been able to discover any material lesion, to wliicli 
as a cause, th^ can be attributed. He jmfessesithis opinion in regard tp asth- 
ma, which lif.'%os'tan, of Saltpi^tri^re regards as dependant on aneurism of the, 
heart. In the treatment of hCiyous ^ections^ such as epilepsy, hysteria, &c. liu 
U 9 es the narcbtic extract^, as Bella^oHha, hyosciamus, lactuca, and the prussic 
acid. *4 

The original pre;4>^Ptitiqn:to tuberculous and cancerous aftections has 
been the subject ct much controversy. N. Fouquier believes that in the ^-eater 
i^imber of cases. tblbpredisposition existi^ but toat the diseases ordinarily ac- 
e^pmjring it, may manifest themselves altogether independent of such pre- 
dipporition. In aneurisms of the heart an^great vessels, his treatment consists 
or general bleeding; usually, he J^Tecoursc to the latter in- order to 
e^r system, which he repeats more or less frequently accord 
^ with which the waste of blood is repaired. He continues this 
I tt^temnnatioii of the disease, and lie .las often seen venesection 
t patient from impending suffocation. This evacuation, far 
nfenting the symptomatic anasai'ca, seems on the contrary to promote 
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the absorption of the effused fluid, and to second the action of diuretics.^ 
When this absorption is a long time delayed, and the skin has become very 
much distended, he makes witli a sharp lancet incisions sufficiently deep to 
reach tlie meshes of cellular tissue, which produces a rapid ^^ounuti^ .of the 
dropsical swelling. Long experience has demonstra^sd tO this praoUhoner 
that there h no danger of the supervention of gan^;^i^but an indt^eiiqidlle 
condition is to divide entirfely the sldp instead of ntfaldng a superfihifiil ill 
To these irfeans arc added a light spBiei^ sott^S'^uretics to arrest 
gress of infiltration, and finally, preparations of 8(|uill and di^tahs, wh 
considered not only diuretic, but proper, m a*til)l|^<|jiit^tasenabiUtyo^ 
to diminish the energy of its contractions, ^ ^ • 

“ M. Fouquier has published IlUt a sipall nqj^er ^ ^ . 

parted to tliosc persons who have sanded, hii 

Ills labours on various points of pra^Ou thedUeinei'^Si^^^^is rOaearj^np id re- 
lation to the properties of m&ny articjbB of diatei^^miiiiliea, parti<^^y the 
imx vomica, acetate of lead, the hyoifCiain^, 

stramonium, and lettuce, of tile 

laurel, and prussic acid; reaparches, been pliib- 

lishcd, and the others of whiftfa^ IvUl ^ he pi^^d to tlne Bqy^t'Aca^piy 
of Medicine.” . r. - 

The following is a brief atarWwt of i^^nent poi^te in 

tlic practice of M. Ijcrniinierj'CotBimullc<ii6d^y-wi*ii8®lf ® fflorte to 
M. Jlatier. , 

“ I treat continued fevers by simple dilii^ttfBO long u no pre^ii^tion 
presents itself to be fulfilled. If th«e «*iti ta imifeblage of ififluninatory 
symptoms, a state of pletSom,, I dijwct a ^^nead bleetog; if sangidneoiw con- 
gestions exist, 1 remove tbcm by, the ajffilicitim of leeches. It is to these van- 
iuis congestions that my atteu^on hda particularly called in tii^oouisc -ol 
fevers. I have often, for etj^lei ap^Bed ^th great advance leeches fp the 
neck, or behind the cars, in the advanced stsKs oj^evers, arid even at a time 
when adynamic symptoms had become'prbfidhdhtlir Whenever tiiere 

is an abundant diarrhera, I moderate #p auipeBCPU by the applie^on of leeches 
* to the ahue. 1 have often seen after the e®plfty®eiit ,of this meain, tiie atopor 
disappear, and the vital powers ^ne# ^emsdvea. ^ wh^ there, a 
real adynamia, I have recourse to. tonics, and: the etpeouainfiision of dne!^ 
is the preparation which I most geuei^y use. l a^ ^f 

sives. When 1 obsibrve thataswifiblsge of symplimlf taWraby the name of &- 
Hous, I do not hesitate to employ emetics'; tiiey 'hW p^l^ly efficac»o^|t» 
abridpng the cause of the disease. • ^ Jt,! * > 

“I combat acute rheumatism Ijy. general Uee^gv, tohtA IrquoPV gi^ 
number of times, until Aie huffy cottas entirely cKsappetfe^ blyd or 

has become much less evident. L^^hes in rheuinat^ui 
•pain in the part where they are appUed, but at the 
other situation; this never occurs in opening a vein, I t^ron^ 
tion of certain pneumonias, which have ^^ndency to 
stage, by substituting for simple demulcenS some 
a decoction of polygjila and an aromatic confection. 



In punter’s colic I follow 
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^ its full extent the ancient treatment of the fathers of La Charity. I employ 
it mth success, even in those cases where there exists considerable febrile ex-^ 
citement.** 


The practice. of M. Chomel is much like that of M. Fouquier, ex- 
cept that he shows himself a more zealous partizan of the ^petrine of 
ff^^ and of the e(a|ril^ment of tonics and stimulants. 

SUt^^Heal Tyitk frvm 'At Jmkual Report of 1822. 

IVhol^ numher of beds, 323. 


, • Medieine. Surgery. 

Hen iSi, - - 155, - - - 74 

Wbmen -« ^ . 34 



Th<t a|es which gave the giwatc^ number of patients were from 
eighteen to twenty-five.,,;, 

It will be observed -bh ebihparinc the above table with that of 
the Hotel Dien for the sattif year, tirat the rate of mortality at La 
CharitO considerably exce^S'ihat at the Hotel Dieu. It will also be 
noticed, that thin tithe during whioh^the patients.rOmaincd in the hos- 
pital was much gruteir than attho HOtel Dieu, showing a greater pro- 
portion of chronid^tfiseiuiO^ Und this cii>cttmstance explains in part the 
iocteased proportiiliinate mortality. Thm« are also at La Charity a 
laigp number of patients with pulmonary disease, which is sufficient 
Gau|p tile moi^ considerabm mortalUy in the medical wards. 

^yn visits Arb inide at tiie siane hmife as at the Hotel Dieu. Two 
mtU^am fl^j|te,'#enk aim i^ipropriathd^ operations, most of which 
Ar^^^|||hMp^'H4^; Tt will be seen that the amount of Surgery for 
HOteyUeu. This was not the case in 1826 
-7, nredihb^ ‘^Operations a^ha CharitO at that time exceeding 
thoj^at any other^ospital in the city. 
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Surgery of £a ChariUfor the year 1823. 

Sutures 33 Remoyal of wens - • - 13 

Abscesses of the anus - 11 — — o^ancers - - 17 

'Hy^-oceles by injection - - 16 Sarcocele • - - - 11 

Incisions for opening abscesses, &c. 53 Cataracts by extraction • - 43 

Luxation of bumerus - - 11 FisMQainano - . - - . 32 

—of elbow - - - 2 Fiqsure ofiihQ anus - 

of patella - - - 1 Broncliotoiny - - - - 

-of toot - . - .Amputatidti ofarm - - ^ 

Strangulated hernias - 14 ^ of forearm - - 

Paraphymo^ .... 3 , e „f - - 1 

Incisions for whitlows - - 27,. —— -2L%f ®gh - 12 

Vistula lachrymalis - - - 4 ■. # ■. oflfg 8 

Introduction of catheter - • * fO ■ i ■ ^ - % 

Lithotomy— lateral operation - , }4 ... . - 7 . 13 

Removid of polypus - - 10 " ■■ toe - . . 1 

Resection of mucous membrane of \ 2 

the rectum - . * - ^ J v ' 

It will be observed in of the H 6 tel 

Dieu and La Charite, thai there ie a wi^t of ebi^rmitj in the pro- 
portion of certain operations at thef two hospitals. This is the case 
in regard to operations for the stone. afflicted with fistula 

in ano are mostly sent to La Chaiit4» fraetltl^ generally to the Ho- 
tel Dieu, where they are treated by position and cataracts to the 
Hotel Dieu and La Chants in nearly equal proportion. The appli- 
cations fur admission are all made at a generd office, aad the patients 
are sent to one hospital or anoth^, according to the nature of' their 
diseases, or other circumstances. This arrangement is of great util- 
ity, as it gives the surgeon an opportunity of listing the value of any 
particular method of l^atiuent^ and the student of witnessing apd 
studying any class of difilhaaes, or afty particular practice. Thus, the 
cases of fistula in ano are sent to La Charity, because Roux considers 
-it important* to remove freely all the indurated and fistulous portion 
•of the disease, and the cases of catamet are divided between La 
Charite and the Hotel Dieu, 81 order that thipuytien and Roux in|^ 
test the comparative value of their metiiods of operating; the fonper 
by couching, and the latter by extraction* Canceroiis affections of the 
uterus are sent to La Pitie, it-being in such cased that Lisfrano has 
of late successfully resorted to amputation of the mck of the nfmio. 

The surgical department of Charity is under the care of tile ve- 
teran Boyer, and his son-in-^^, M* Roux. Boyer has long been 
known in this country as an auwr, and hUMgreat wmrl|^i^|^^ery is 
probably the most complete system in any language, w 
published in this country is a mere epitme. The^Work .^as completed 
by the publication of the eleventh and volumein This vene- 

rable old man, whose name holds no second place in the rank of distin- 
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guished living surgeons, was of obscure ori^n, and is indebted to his own 
exertions Ibr his present proud elevation. He often gives his students 
a brief history of his caxeer, somewhat in the following language: — 
Dubois and myself came to Paris together. We pursued our 
studies in the same room, and^we had but one coat whichrwas lit to 
in public. When M. Dubois wished to go out he took the coat 
I remained at home; and wheii^ indulged the same privilege, 
Dubois was left at our room*' I first became out-dresser of one 
of the hospitals, then o^e of the resident dressers, and now, behold 
me! ^i|a!) surgeon in ch^ef of La Charity, and baron of the em- 
pire!” Old l^as left evident traces 'on the mind as well as the 
persovMi^ Boyer, ^j^aiigh he\stiU ^ends daily to the duties of his of- 
ficial idtfdon, an^ of his ^vate pt^tice. He operates occasionally 
at the hospital, thou^ ;S%ht and unsteady hands are unfit- 

ting him. for the:maJ3Lt!t|^:p!^^^^ of 'his duties. During my at- 
tendance at^La Chaoit^ lie" pimormed veiy well the operations of am- 
putation, removal of the tekticle and lithotomy. His clinical lectures 
on surgery are attended iby a small number of students. 

M. Roux as an o]|^rat0p4s justly esteemed the rival of baron Du - 
puytren; and considering him merely as an operatoi*, considering 
merely his skill and dexterity in the use of the knife, he is unques- 
tionably his equal, and, in the opinion of most who' have seen the 
practice of both surgeons^ his superior. But <^take him for all in 
all” as a surgeon, he is evidently &r inferior to his illustrious co- 
temporary. He is ddplorably deficient in that most essential atfri- 
bute of the accomplished and ^ successful 8Urgeon~sound judgment, 
or foresight — so well expressed the Fren^ word prevoyance^ and 

for the possession of wiach^ 1 have already said, Dupuytren is par- 
ticularly distinguished. .Jnstanceslire frequently occurnng of ope- 
rations performed by Roux in cases which had been pronounced by 
Dupuytren beyond the resources^ of- art.' Roux’s operations are un- 
successful to a melancholy extent; /a result which 1 believe is justly 
attributable to inattention to those^ circumstances in^ regard to the si- 
tuation of the patient which may diminish or increase the chances of 
success, and also to an improper practice subsequent to the operation — 
a faultwhich runs through the whole system of French surgery, which 
in^e opinion of most American aa4^English practitioners, adds iu 
no inqqntid^tel^le degree to theit ca{|£|%ue of mortality, and of whicli 
'smd hereidter. Roux appears particularly fond of te- 
dibUs |||||p3ifficult operations ab^ut the moutl. and face, such as his 
sta^llll^raphia, imd^those doii^rabr the cure of deformities. There 
wa84A interesting case of the latter kind iu the hospital during the 
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whole period of my attendahcc, eleven months, exhibiting a remark- 
able example of perseverance and determination on the part of the 
surgeon, and of fortitude on the part of the patient. This was a girl 
eighteen or twenty years of age, whose left cheek had been perforated 
by an ulceration following an attack of fever. The patient was in 
good health, and though the deformity was easily concealed by w;^- 
ing an adluesive plaster, and thc^h she suffered from it hut tri^i^ 
inconvenience, she w^s anxious ‘that it should be removed, and M. 
Roux consented to make the attempt I regular minutes of 

the case, but as near as I can reeollact^ the Oj^nipg three- 

quarters of an inch in diamefer«.^ The first '^s that of par- 
ing the edges, and bringing them .witf andjif^esive 

straps. This was unsuccessfuL The smijii^^ogi^ aftei^^e ex- 

piration of some weeks, was perfi>zmc<i^nik part:ofvthe opting, and 
this was partially successful* Aftej^apfeatii^ these 

operations variously modified, winch alw^f a long and painful, 

without being able to close the aperture, M. Roux proposed attempt- 
ing to fill it up by a piece of skin taken from the palm of the hand on 
the inner side. The girl, after due deliberation, and after many vain 
attempts to persuade some one of die students to substitute his hand 
for her own, consented, and the operation was accordingly done. 
The edges of about three-quarters of the opening were pared oS^ and 
the piece of skin still partially united to the hand, was neatly adapt- 
ed to the opening, and well sewed in, and the hand and cheek 
strongly bandaged together. Strong hopes were now entertained of 
success, but the lady dreamed in fier sleep, and started in her dream, 
and on removing the dressings at the end of four days, the piece from 
the hand was foun^l entirely torn away from t^he cheek. But, nil des- 
perandum! \u'icd the surgeon | and the determination of the girl to 
thave, if possible, a whole check on each side made her nothing 
loth’’ to a submission to mor& cutting* ^ The idea^ was now formed 
that a part of the upper lip might be made subservient to the much 
wished for consummation. The lip was accordin^y slit down from 
the nose, and then divided up to the opening in tiie cheek. This 
piece of lip, after the necessary paring of edges, was turned up, and 
sexured by ligatures in the perforation, thus successfully cldtilKg the 
check. But the left corner of tiie mouth, in consequence of this ap- 
propriation of the lip, was dra^ ofit of place, so as to llB. situated 
"nearly in fi«unt below the nostril, thus makh^ the deferniiiy greater 
than ever, and so placed that it couliL^t easily be concealed. I left 
Ihc girl in this situation, she having (pFcred a psinful operation once 
Jii six weeks, or two months, for nearly a year, and then getting 
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ready for farther operations intended to Remedy the deformity of the 
mouth. This case was witnessed by many American students, and 
is related as an illustration of one of the most striking peculiarities in 
tHe character of M. Roux. 

M* Roux is professor of sui^pcal pathology in the scho<}l 9 f mcdi- 
c^& His manner as a lecturer is burned and uninteresting. He 
wji^'bom is Gascony, and still preserves his provincial dialect and ra- 
f^ty of utterance to such a de^e as to render it extremely difficult 
for foreigm^^ under|tand him. He is of a nervous temperament, 
and mcead^l^^ irascible, rarely known him go through his 

wards wiihout^ci|ldlng in good earnest 'a ooosidi^ble number of his 
patie|k||^,^nd he seldomnd^ aa.operation without treating his assist- 
ants iil^e same msniiei^..ptili be has grrat good humour, is very fa- 
miliar with his stiideoits^'t^ is jK^udar and beloved as a man. 

1828 . 
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REVIEWS. 

Ari. XIV. On the Nature and Treatment of Telanub and Hydro- 
phobia^ with somik Observations on a Natural Classification if Dis- 
eases in General. » By Robert Reid, Liceiirtikte of King 

and Queen’s College of Physioiafis in Dublin, Ijfem^ffUi^Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, &c'. &o. 

In our last number will I^fou^aieng^if^eildteoussioiiii^a 
lion of the above work which relatoa to hjiBrophobia, witb«|(^Mge to 
:;Ivc some i'urthcr account of its cont0%iB. As stated on fte former 
oc( asioii, it is the importance of the subject of which it treats, and not 
the ability ot the treatment, that has led us to select this diminutive 
and impel feet tract as the object of such elaborate attention* To re 
deem our pledge, we now proceed to the consideration of tetanus, the 
only remaining pai t of the work to which we attach the slightest 
value. 

Nosologists now divide this disease into idiopathic and symptomatii . 
or traumatic, as it proceeds from general causes or is induced by the 
irritation of a wound. It was also formerly separated into species, 
according to the posture of the body when labouring under the affec> 
tion: drawn forward, it was called emprosthotonos — backward, opis> 
thotonos — to one side, pleurothotoaos^ or tetanus lateralis— seated in 
the neck, cervinus — in the muscles of the jaw, trismus — ^and on a ge- 
neral rigidity of the muscles tsjcing place, holotonicos, or tetanus. 
Bui these distinctions are no lunger regarded, and the terms of course 
exploded, which at all tirne&f should have been viewed more as jaw 
breakers^ than designations of locked jaw. 

In treating the subject we shall confine our remarks to the trau- 
matic form of the disease, considering it as peculiar in its character, 
and indeed as the only genuine tetanus. Those imitative affections 
aiisingirom other agencies, cannot, with propriety, be embraced with- 
in the same view, either theoretically or practically, and should be^e 
signaled by the title tenanoid^ SO exactly expressive of their nature. 

* Tetanus, yi the sense in which it was originally used, is notappro- 
priatc to all (lie states of the disease, the muscles, indeed, being much 
more frequently affected partially tIuMi generally. But in the mo- 
del ii acceptation, it means any variety of tetanic rigidity, and as 
No. VI —Feb. IS 
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thus by coinnion consent, adopted, ivc sHall, with this explanation, 
retain it. , 

To wounds, as the term traumaiic implies, is real tetanus exclu- 
sively owing, though what particular character of the injury, or the 
texture in which it may be seated, is required for the prqfluction of 
tl\jB disease, does not very clearly appear. Lacerations of nerves, ten- 
do^. and ligaments are undoubtedly most apt to occasion tt, and are 
weliicalcul^ted to excite alarm dnder all circun^tances. Yet injuries 
of this often harmless, in such respect, while in other in- 

staneft' i^Mw^has followed lesions in other 6tni,<^ures, and of the 
mos^Myiarde€erjption. Mo wound^^ it may.hei^j^rmed, is exempt 
frqm ^l^er, wherever sii^j^ated-— whether it be lacerated, or gun- 
pimctiu^ or a clean Oit, a contusion, or common 
ulcer, d^liSicted by a sul^^ (^ration. Cases in demonstration 
of this remark^are abundantly, distributed throughout our medical rc- 
corils, and areYamiliar to ptactitioners of experience or reading. 

The intei^al between the occurrence of the cause and the tetanic 
effect ifif exceedingly indefinite. Much depends on the constitution 
of the patient, its irritability or otherwise, and otiicr states of system, 
as constipation particularly, the position in which he inry be placed, a 
close, crowded, or an empty, ventilated apartment, the degree of 
temperature, and the sort of injury. These are all' circumstances 
calculated to influence that event, as well as to heighten the general 
predisposition to the disease. 

Tetanus is met with in all climates, though more generally in the 
warm and moist. It is very coi|imon iiLour extreme southern states, 
and of such rare occurrence in.thts city, thaYwe have seen in twenty- 
four years’ practice only three cases of it. Each sex, and every age 
and temperament are liable to its attacks. It is in the male, it is said, 
of irritable habits, that it oftener takes place, a;^^^ particularly in 
the negro, which, perhaps, may be owiVig, in boM instances, to a 
greater exposure to its causes, rather than to any constitutional 
predisposition. Climate ^Iso modifies the disease. ^ It is milder in 
the temperate than torrijl'^zone, independently of other evidence of 
which, Baron Larrey states that he found it far more intense, with a 
resemblance to hydrophobia, in Egfpt, than in Germany. 

filhe attack sometimes comes on wi^in a few hours, according 
to Chalmers, and there is a ca^e r^^rted by Professor Robinson, 
of^B^bupl^, in which it was excited instantly by a soratch on the 
thumb fr^m^a broken china plate, ending in Jeath in fifteen minutes 
after fbi^siight injury. But accession is usually at a much re- 
moter period, several days at least, sometimes even weeks elapse. 
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and very often not till the wound is nearly or entirely healed, and 
jree from pain and uneasiness. 

It is stated by Sir James McGregor, in his Report on the Diseases 
of the British Army on the Continent, that if it did not occur before 
the end.ofJ;he third week, the danger was over, and Baron^Larrey 
tells us, that among the troops in Egypt, the fifteenth day was the 
latest peribd of its happening. , , 

In its mode of appsoach it also vmes, sometimes gradual and dis- 
tinctly marked by prelusive symptoms, wh|le more. Commonly its 
onset is sudden, without any premonitions, whatever , t mat- 
ter of much moment^ be acquainted with t^e|){M:wuF^r;|^ signs, 
we shall indicate them in detail. They are fassitade an|yt3|^iety, 
want of sleep, faintings, a peculiar dejectim of countenimi|^t)tobre 
in sorrow than in anger,” increasing in exjp^aion of melimihhly dis- 
trt'ss — with praBCordial or gastric uneasiness, and frequeiiltiy consti- 
pated bowels. It has been remarked by Richerako, as al^ a pre- 
liminary symptom, that patients during sleep are very apt persever- 
ingly to extend their limbs — ^and when the case is a little farther ad- 
vanced, there are twitchings, nervousness, some difficulty of deglu- 
tition, and, Id turning the head, with pain at the scrobiculus cordis. 
'I1ie woun<l itself, may afford some useful information, it having been 
noticed by Baron liarrey as alarming when it becomes dry, and by 
a later writer, that it is not less so where it is covered by a darkish, 
u iilu^althy-looking sanies. Danger may be apprehended whenever the 
wound has an ill aspect, and especially if it be pallid and without iii- 
ilammation. But it more frequently happens, that such premonitions 
are wanting, and the disease comes or abioiptly by a sense of tight- 
ness about the jaws, neck, and tongue, with lancinating pains at the 
eiisiforin cartilage, penetrating the spine, attended by difficulty of 
• mastication and impeded deglutition. By degrees, all these symp- 
toms become w6rse, the musfcles of the neck are more violently al- 
fi'cted by spasm, the abdomen is tense from muscular contraction, 
the head and trunk are drawn backwardRor forwards, as the extensor 
or. flexor muscles may be more strongly affected, or the body bent as 
a bow, resting on the head and feet, or to one side with the jaws at 
the same time firmly locked, or the whole muscular system ^ingtlius 
involved in a universal ri^dit^, ,the patient remains as a frozen 
corpse, with the forehead wrinkled, <he eyes distorted, the nose puck- 
’ei up, the checks retracted towards the earsj so as altogether to pre- 
sent a most iiiileous aspect. Not the, least characteristic symptom in 
some cases, is an ex(|uisite morbid aensibility, by which ordinary 
noises, or sliglit movements, or a draft of air, or a glare of light, is 
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felt, and causes the patient to be agitaterf and disturbed, or tiirowii 
into convulsions. The same cftect is also experienced by attempting, 
to swallow, especially fluids, the recollection of the suffering from 
which creates a reluctance to renew the trials, and all food is refused, 
in these several respects resembling hydrophobia. That such is the 
ubiform severity of tetanus, is not meant to be conveyed. As in 
other diseases, it has gradationenf violence, and the case described 
is of the most aggravated form But mild aa>it may be, its spasms 
are ter|iblW|g^urring fi short intervals, and accompanied usually 
with re-exQfited sometimes by no evident cause, 

thoij^h more generally brought on by some changing the pos- 
ture or endeavouring to swallow, or to s^eak, &c. &c. The 

tetanus difier those of most other similar affections, 
in neverib^oming entirety relaxed, and hence arc of that kind de- 
nominated tonk^ in contradistinction to clonic rigidity. It is true 
thayt Bom^ remtssipn inay be perceived, though not sufficiently to yield 
to tbie acti^.of the antagonizing muscles. The pain, we have said, of 
the spaSina |8 imually intense, and such is the fact. But there is a 
sin^lar case recorded by Sir Gilbert Blank, in which in place of 
acute pain, a tingling sensation existed, rather agrcealJic than other-- 
wise, ending however fatally. By the same writer two other anoma- 
lous instances are mentioned, where the spasms were confined to the 
side of the body in which the wound was situated. 

It is said by Cullen that this disease is seldom attended by fcvci-, 
in which observation most of the authorities coincide. During the 
intensity of the spasms the pulse is conti|kcted, hurried, and irregular, 
and the respiration is equally disordered, ali subsiding, however, in 
the remission. The heat is not usually increased, though the trunk has 
been sometimes found hot, while ih^ extremities were cold. Mostly 
the surface is pallid and damp, and collapsed. IQ^piUrium rarely at- 
tends it, and the prima vim are sound, excepting t6:^por of the bowels, 
which constantly exists. The secretions and excretions arc generally 
depraved, the urinary diu^tshed, and the alvine large and much dis- 
ordered. As to the duridion of the disea^, it varies considerably. 
Chalmers tells us that it often ends in convulsions in twenty-four, 
tldr|y-six, and forty-eight hours, and very rarely exceeds the third 
da^9 By Morrison we are informed, ;1bnt in the West Indies he has 
known death to happen in fbrty^igtlt hdurs, and one case which en- 
di|i^ Tor...iyyenty days, ultimatriy proving fatal. It id stated by 
in the reports wbjijch we have beiure cited, whose experi- 
ence very enlarged, that J^ath took place on ilic second, third, 
aiiJ fourth days, and even as late as the seventeenth and twentieth 
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ilaj) though it was not commonly protracted beyond the eighth day. 
Cooper gives a case that occurred in a military hospital in Holland, 

. where life was continued for five weeks. The patient usually expires 
in sohie vehement convulsion, though sometimes there is a relaxation 
of all the muscles eight or ten houi#before the fatal event, with su^ 
other appearances as might . warrant an expectation of reroveiy. ^ 

It is sp(tntancous o]» idiopathic te^us, with which the tratimatic 
form of the diseasCeis most apt' be confounded. Even here, 
however, the difficulty of discrimination Will^iot be found very con- 
siderable. Distinct othpr considorationB, to aid ^^^^eciston, a 
reference to the production of the case must generally prove 

adequate to the purpose* Traumatic tetanus is the prodilQl^jtnly of 
wounds, and it is easy to determine how fhr the case is dep^ffentbn 
that cause. To indicate the peculiarity of character of. me other 
species of tlie disease, modified as 'it is by the variety of causes in- 
ducing it, would lead us into a minuteness of detidl, neither perti- 
nent to the occasion, nor sufficiently instructive to wSiriS^t; the con- 
sumption of time. Caused by cold, operating on a previously heat- 
ed system, which is the most common agency in its production, it is 
essentially of u rheumatic nature, and may be recognized as such by 
the retention of certain symptoms of that form of morbid action, dis- 
guised as it is by other phenomenon, not ordinarily belonging to it. 
Kven more dissimilar to genuine tetanus, are those spasmodic affections 
brought on by .the narcotic, flM occasionally by irritating ingesta, or 
worms, and where any ambiguity exists, it will be easy to dissipate 
it by an inquiry into the circumstances undeV which the case took 
place. As to hydrophobia, to which inllLany of its aspects, it is some- 
times closely assimilated, we formerly pointed out the most conspicu- 
ous difference, and on reaching Ae pathology of tetanus, the diagnos- 
*tic signs will be.mude further to appear. 

No disease is scarcely more fatal or less to be controlled than 
this, and our prognostications of success should always be cautiously 
guarded. Clause declares, and which d^^bration is supported by 
Moseley, that in the West Indies it is Utterly unmanageable, he 
never having seen or heard of an autlienticated cure. Conceding that 
iliis may not be strictly tine, it still shows the extreme intractability^of 
the disease. The results of our practice in this country, we suspect, 
would be very melancholy. Nor is the experience of Europe more 
encouraging. Every one who has writen on the subject complains of 
the want of success, even in private practice, and we learn from the 
army surgeons, both f»f the Continent and of England, that the movia- 
lify was dreadful in their practice. Yet there are gradations of vio- 
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leiice in tlie disease, and all cases are not equally dangerous. It is 
the opinion oi' Larrky, who had ample opportunities ot determining 
the point, that opisthotonos, though of rarer occurrence, is invariably 
less curable than the other shapes of the disease, which he imputes to 
the pressure on the spiniLl marrow, and contraction of the larynx and 
[Hhirynx when the head and trunk are thus thrown back. It may ge- 
nerally be stated that when the attack comes on gradually, and for 
the first three or four days the jaws are only slightly aftected—when 
the abdomen^is not p^tematurally hard, or the bowels obstinately 
costivttji^^Mn moderately wiu'm, and some tranquil sleep is enjoy- 
ed, the counteitanee little changed, a free dischai^,bf saliva, whether 
spwtai^vs or by mercury, hopes may be entertained of an eventual 
recovery^ It is remarked by Hippocrates that fever, with white, 
thick urine, denotes a crisis, the case hencefprward ceasing, and to 
efiect which was a' leading indication with him. But on the contrary, 
if the attack be ^Uddbn and vehement, the muscles of the neck, back, 
and belly a^re i%idly contracted, with severe darting pains from the 
ste^um to spine, or the abdomen tense, and the least pressure 
thereon producing spasms, or there is an exquisite morbid sensibility 
imitative of hydrophobia, or the convulsions frequeiicly recur, am! 
tlie bowels remain unrelentingly bound, or the urine suppressed, and 
a cold, damp surface, with a very quick, irritated pulse, and distort- 
ed or otherwise materially altered couj^enance, the danger is iiiosl 
imminent, and we should be prepared Wr an unfavourable issue. 

It has been observed that bodies which have died of tetanus run 
I'apidly into putrefaction, and this may be one reason why post mor 
tern examinations have been sertFarely practised, and our informal ion 
limited as to the appearances. It jis, however, affirmed that effusions 
are sometimes found within the cndiium, denoting the prc-(^xisteiic<' 
of meningeal phlogosis, though oftener^ no such:p|^idciice is to be 
discerned. More generally is to be seen inilaininanon in the mucous 
coat of the stomach about foe cardia, in foe tract of the (esophagus, in- 
cluding the pharynx, bofoyof which contrgeted aqd covered wilh 
viscM, reddish mucous. The same appearances have been observeil 
in foe bowels, which, however, arc oftener loaded with matter wide- 
ly .^Serent from natural f^ces. Lately, the spinal marrow has at- 
tinted attention, and most of those^who have engaged in the inquiry, 
represent it as pretty uniformly mflamed, in some instances intensely 
so, with exjjrsLvasations of coagulated lymph, and still more copious 
serous effiiiions. But this can hardly be clain.ed as a discovery. 
Tfce same phenomena were noticed by FEUNELiirs in idiopathic tela - 
nus, and confirmed by otliers. Lieutaud expressly statea'^' that in 
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spasms and convulsions of this kind the spinal marrow is affected, 
And that a watery fluid is eflused between the integuments. Belfin- 
, c'.eh holds nearly the same language^ and'^'BvRSERius declarers that 
the principal seat of the disease is in the brain and spinal marrow, 
and more <y5rtainly in the latter. U; jiili however, affirmed by Sway 
in a recent essay on the di§^e, that according to his dissections tin 
ganglionic^system is more ftkn any p^'er part concerned. Most of the 
ganglia, of the gratiA sympathetic^ throughout its distributions, he 
uniformly found highly inflamed, and in fther respects greatly 
changed from the^tfthy st^te, whithsappearhupes, he 4BfiherVys, 
he has since ascertai|^ had been noticed by ARO^asoif of Strasburg, 
and by M. Andijal, fils, of France. He might have added 
who also remarked them. 

In considering the pathology of tetanus, perhaps little at pre- 
sent can be assumed, than that it is primarily an afifection of the spi- 
nal marrow, whether of simple irritation or actnf'.e phlcgB^ is not 
satisfactorily detcrminccl, though probably the latter^'cm^^on ulti- 
mately predominates. That the disease is maiiily in tjins 

part, is abundantly shown, without any appeal to its syfhptoms, or 
the evidence of dissection, by the simple fact that it may be brought 
on hi decapitated animals, merely by the insertion of a probe in the 
h])jnal marrow. y 

Thus far it resembles hydrophobia, and in the subsequent play of 
svinpathies the analogy holds to a considerable extent. It seems 
however to difier in this respect, (determining from symptoms in con- 
tradistinction to the statements of Sw^) that the spinal nerves retain 
more exclusively the irritation, thos^Jf the cerebrum and ganglionic 
system suffering comparatively littl^ Nor ifrtliisthe only dissimilarity, 
'riic muscles in tetanus evidentl/a^tare a greater degree of irrita- 
•bility, and the ir^^lar spasmodic movements are not of the same 
character in the tw CAses. ^Muscular action,, natural or morbid, is 
lulluenced by nervous influenc^i>ewd it is e^ally admitted, that 
spasm depends qn opposite states of tfaL^j^sple, a high or reduced 
degree of excitement, and lO alike the i^eslltt of inordinate stimulfltion 
aniLof exhaustion. The spinal marrow, the fountain of that n#|?iFous 
energy which the muscles receive as thcir.incitement to action, may^^ 
so affected by morbid*impreS8ions, ,as to fcaive its capacity to elaborft^ 
this energy invigorated or weakened,* and hence applied to the mus- 
cles in excess, or the reverse, and (Consequently the one or the other 
sort of spasm takes place. Comparing what is Observable in the two 
diseases in relation to this point, we think we shall be fed to thecoi^- 
elusion, ttiat while in hydrophobia the nervous supply is diminished. 
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there is a redundancy of it in tetanus, in support of this inference 
the tact may be appealed that the spasm in the one instance i> 
mildet, followed alway%^ relaxation, whereas in the other, it is vio- 
lent in the extreme, aniA^fqeerlj unrelenting. 

It has been intimate^ tts q I^H^er distinction, that the cerebral and 
ganglionic nerves are more iropUtated i^^the hydrophobic than teta- 
nic alTections. Iiooking at soinn of the^enppena in hydrophobia, 
the heavv-conges^ons which occur in the bn^ the lungs, and, oc- 
caaibm^y^ in the abdominal viscera, we have aa^onal proof w a dc- 
fi»ct^l(pi$l^48 enerag^f Rxpei^dnts demonatin^b,^ mentioned in our 
review^ ^t whenever th^ is a wa]^|gj^ch energy, by dc- 
aj^glt|tthe ne^e, or in any mode intercepting mVupply, tlic organ la- 
wraruig under the disalnlity uniformly fills with dark blood — and arc 
not such'tiie appearahcea in hydrophobia? /^^may be true, that occa- 
aioi^ly, the gt|^^ymputhetic and its connteions become involved in 
ie^nusu^M^lW$^ its general tenor and character. By Mr. AnKu 
MWTHY 'Mra^nlrj^'seeras to be entertained, and in explanation of the 
(W}purr^i^%e!fktipposes, that during the irritable state of tlte wound, 
the digm^e*0rgans particularly' are deranged, which condition re- 
acting on the injury, even after it has healed, or is apparently doing 
well, revives the disposition to tetanus, and the nervous system ge- 
nerally is involved, 

It beii^ universally ‘Conceded that little caiT be accomplished to- 
wards tiie cure of tetanys, every care should be practised to obviate 
the occurrence of the dmase, and this consideration will first engage; 
our attention' 'l^o wound should be examined, and all sources oi 
iFritatI^% as dirt, and other <<CShraeous nihtters removed, and, un- 
der certain circumstances, it qj^^be proper to ^ijate it, and particu- 
larly where a nerve has bbennioally divided* To induce healthy 
inflammation in the injured piiii'is deemed thf^Hl^est importance, 
and with &is desigu^.a {dedget of ^in^'aoak^ inppspirit of turpen- 
tine, is pminpg the bast wplicatid^i^ll^h cab be biiade to it. This 
end bc^ atta^ed, sijp|p|tion A^idnaypromoted by an emollient 
pbnitiice— and ifthere b^^cb loi^'pj^l^^nd irntation, laudanum 
may be added to it, and a d^ of it ewSuted inten^f^. Next tlic 
bowels are to be evacuated |bd kept in a soluble state. As a prophy 

t tic, a mercuiial cour^has been recommended by CUrkc and 
writers, p||^culaiiy aftA* a Wgteal operation. But it is pro- 
babl^ .ifleff^ctiud/ a|':)mse8 of tetimus have occurred during a saliva- 
tion fo^ipi^ther paiiigOv- and it might be ven positively pernicious 
IjH incipasiii^-thelrritifflfuty'tfl' the system. 'I’hc diet is ip be nutri- 
tive, rather more cordial than usual, and with an iucreasi^l^uantit v 



Reid on Iktanu^ and Hydrophobia. 


385 


of wine lor a few days. Need we say, that all the piedisposing 
and exciting causes, formerly polnd^ out, should be ptudiously 
avoided. ' ^ % 

As to the treatment of the is a subject r^ete 

with difficulty. Every plan has succeeded, and e^ery 

plan has mttve frequently £u^d. Cwii^'tolL case, this m 6 n(ei^i^|te 
should resjly be embarrasMl what M do^ and must, therefiM^ p^- 
sent more a review |||nthe several fHi^alent moder of piaqiipe, than 
indiclsce any definlil^urse confidently tq be preferred, W 
doubt and hesitatMfia ^s respect peculiiar ^ 

practitionei and in^i 

tises on the diseas^illra shall m one to 

amidst the most contradictory acccwnts of lliq j^dmlSaies, 
the whole, has been attoded with the leaetilLaucceSjif 
the conviction that the mease is purely 
ovcited and maintained by the irritafipn of the ii 
«ible to picsume, that by doing away the cOtfse, W* 

ccssaiily subside. Gontoimably to such a View, been 

cntei tamed, in part the treatinh^of tetanus*^ 
however, of a very different kind ate recommemedf B;y^me it is 
proposed to lay open the wound, and fill it with the spirit of turpen- 
tine, 01 to diess it with the epispastic ointment, or to ap|^ the po- 
tential 01 aqtudl cautery to it>— while others recommend sraativeand 
sootiiing mesaui'cs, es emollient poultice, or a cataplasm tobac- 
co, or lint wet with laudanum. It is obi)|ou 8 that these opposite 
means must be suited to very diflereat conditions of the injury, either 
as it IS indolent or irntdble, and t lfm ^g or the other is to b^i^eferred 
accordingly. As extension of die same principle, ampimtion has 
been stienuou^ly insisted on I^urey, by whom some in- 

» stances aic adduced of its success. it has failed in other hands, 
and paiticulariy^ thooe of Sir Astley Co^er, who has publicly pro- 
tected against it, in which^dmMiqpiatijOii diefp^seems to be a pretty 
gcncial coiicutience of sur^oaf anthoii(^||gpnm fact is, ^t ajil these 
local remedies hflve prow$(||Lvery precarl^l^ wd aroheldtof dopl^ul 
utility. Nor j^haps is it diffictAt to tossign a reason for ^'To 
be*ot service mey must be resorted to ve^ early in the inchoath Mate 
at the cose, since after it is formed, ol^ other words, the morMd 
impiession pervades the system,* it tecoines indegmdent of the 
-inary nutation, f^d the lemoval qP^t, even ij^it'^^Uld bo^effected, 
weie migatoiy. ^ 

Equal unceitainty pic vails as to the mqskmgilfie g^eral oi con 
^titutioi^ mode of iiianagiiig tetanus, e\ery internal renmly haflng 
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proved as unavailing as the topical meant described. Three plans of 
practice are now pursued by ^ profession, amidst numerous empi- 
rical suggMtions occa8i<^pi^ i^opted — and from the irrcconcileablc 
hostility of principle them, we are entitled to infer iltai 

they are all wrong, an^ claimed under eacb« are as much 

to be as^be4to.ihe rdsourees-^nature) as to any remediarelTicacy. 
The first rtf' til^e ^lans is hy-^e nardifio substances, ^e best of 
which is <mium. To doubt entiiily its succesaj^gf^cially in mild and 
lipgeriji^^lM^ks, would be unwairpstable so^^cism. It tod'^Often 
fsfflSt JMa^ ^. and 8^I|S h4bi;a,|>een. O^njb^tage when com- 

ly^ all# M>¥ery^,i&ige doseo, fipet}!^^^ repeated. The 
'^•hidee^ f|!^^ji^^.^ven, islio enordii^P^ to exceed credi- 
_ rare we iaoit a^ai^ of the great expendithre of suscepitbiliiy 
io^most of these affecl^pa. It this dr ca mstance. the loss of sus 
cSj^lMlity to reB;^d|ia>ioipesriens, that ^ want of success is per- 
haps in a great^|jii;^ure.tp be imputed. The stomach indeed seems to 
beCbme 6r te.be deprived of most of its vital capacities, 

l^ediciiij^^pr^^d idle it« neither act on it, nor are acted upon. 

y^ly OB dead matter. It were easy to deraonstrutu 
an by'c^ersc testimony) could we descend to such dc- 
But S;' single fact may suffice, which is supplied by Mr. Abcr- 
nethy, whq states, tha|^ a case under his care, where thirty drachms 
of opium were given, whole was found after death, in the sfu 
mach, ondissolved ordtiierwise changed. Combinatiims.of opium, 
with mtisk, or camphor,|'-W ether, arc a favourite reagfSd^ with some, 
the utility of which is questionable. Most other antispasmodics have 
hid including the warp.tath, and with results not encourag- 

ing 'TE^ latter sometimes is tamjpiarily tranq^lUzing, though ne- 
vri* curativw— is very apt, b^ '^^l^^^rbance of /dm- patient to bring 
on violent spasmsr— and deathfi#^ occurred fromifcAAs a part of the. 
sanie syateq),. we may^h^H include witir prome^ra^tics, cither to 
vbm^ or in imuseatn^fltoWlana ea^ta. Noadvan 

t^ we siispect has ^eij^^^ed l^m^O'lbrmer,' iii eitlier mode of 
•< T^iattw; l^^yer, grO deseiVing of attention. 

An'li^siohi of CdbaccpailiMl^teretiiB'^^ way haj|itored several 
ca^ cf the dtseimein ffim miuiBitry,.imd though if^led in' the 
”^tish military hospitals, not spoken of contemptuously. The 
^ wo shoni^j^ffilr. /Jiy an injecilttt of tartarized antimony, we 
oh to-beml;^ wwonca X^ieved a case of traumatic tetanus. 
Itm nf ti^t1$buree of treatment is also priictised. Believ- 
*"8 tome om^iijC debilily, powerlul stimulants are direct- 

cdj aiWme td'the amount of several quarts daily, and as'^^iilcged, 
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with occasfonal success, flut hard as it is to question these state- 
aments, coming as they do from rfii|i(^nh1f sources, the^jare. not too 
hastily to be received. Laying oth^ djjtojtiona aside, ^iir Cf^d so 
much fluid be taken by an indivii^Nil^il^^^^^edyatos, wherdiii is of- 
ten difficult to introduce the nfi^li^'^llrition, and etdigr 
swallowin^roduces conv^ions? &c.'rM^|^ le- 
mony is f^lacious, and be rej^tOf, eV^-wh^ ^- 

not I]i|i4nipeached.'^j^ .i ’ , ' 

A'ltv modiiicatxiriPK this pla^ totaks hhve We^.cbi^d|^flqe t>f 
somepractition^l^^d more 
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bath,&c. Th(, 

wanting,” a time #hen cqW ^ , 

plication, had great repute, and ndt'ltieW'cfi^a^^ 
its efficacy: but it is n^, pretty mmsh^expUi^^^ ' " 
both of France and Bi^ind, deelfda flud; iJL 
Notwithstanding the repudiathm of be^hn- 

interesting tq. notice the Ohief authorises. by sustalqi^. 

As early as the time of Hippocrates it pribyaS^r.^!^^ inde^, 
it is declared, that O&sionO^of'cbld water coyiffin& ^m^.'V ferv -'^t 
treatment, thpugh he positively excepts t^il^tib tebq^^-in which 
lie deemed the practice pernicious. But Witbput'hny such limitation 
it lias been gPeatly extolled by many writeFS,;,among the 

most distinguished of whom are Wright andtCjhme. The modc which 
they pursu^ was to plunge the patient into ^d wa;ter, and.Jjt^ep him 
ill it till nealfly exhausted, by which mtpadar acSon became relax- 
ed. FiVen admitting that a few cures were' thus effected, ffie counter- 
vailing evidence is so ^teat, that Ula^medy has lost confi^^pe, mid 
as jusfstatcd, is'p* lon^r empli^^. ‘ 

Notliing<can ihb^ strikingly^^^||^Mt;-UA8ettled state of opinion 
on this subjcct^.,^n the recomme^l^On of depleting and evacuating 
measures in t^^Elie^. Moseley says -Ihat^e Spanirii surgetiqB in 
the colonies bira their^patMpjlpfV.'efhen in both arme tjind 

legs, and of late some vei^.''ilS^ngtti s^| ^M ^ «etititmewhave bcctmie 
advocates for vdhesecti a^ ^ tho'eariy^^^ 
lighed scve^^cases illtismtive of ite> ^ilbd effe^, and M^w^r 
has done tho^ame. Dickson, ah t^thc^y of scare^yledb 
thinks,..** that in a flill habit, when tiiei||iMtnd^ is .swelled^ infla^lid, 
and painful, bleeding and-||i^ pOi^g^'^th snc}l 4 ^cr>.ineansal^e 
calculated .to ali^ the gen^l aq^ocal mit||^^p||fB|i^ llie fiiirest 
chance of arrestmg the danger.” Di8tribttjte^||mpi^|yE^^^|^e periodi- 
cal journals, there is considerable evideif^lhf (^itgji^fntpq^ On 
the otluMthand, it has been tried in nUiAcrous instances, and witf^khe 
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most decided injuiy. Db Haen, who e^penmented largely on the 
subject, among other remedial resorted to venesection, and in one 
case carried it to the an igMgt % one hundred and thirty ounces m 
twenty-four hours, and patient. 

As* to pur^ng, it is weB kwwn that Hamilton has given the most 
unqualified commendation to it, in his celebrated treatise on puiga- 
thres, sustain^ by much concaiTent testfibiony from other sources. 
It is a practice, in dor opiniom^eserving of nfiHji attention, and in 
which wop^ralopported by Mr. Abecnethy. 'j^t great praettpmer 
dedsri^^^ he “is dsnvinoed in tetanus and nervous affections, 
it if JflRtmatenal pennt tip'd|>erate omthotm^mi^ugh the diges- 
B, and tfiat prating secp^ons frofik/gPmalimentary canal 
$ benefit elfect in tefii^us especially, tfian any othir means 
wb can employ.’* It confessed to be d^Medly useful in trismus 
nascentium, and, frowt anato gy at least, wj^ay conclude it might 
prove so in the <4^ speeieas*^ the disease. 

What shall qey of tn^uiy^ a remedy am gmeriSt which atone 
period iim^a'unWersal nespect, and was as universally employed? 
laeng haa|^||wpUtation been on thb decline, when it came to be com- 
pletely mtdt^ished By the reports of the medical men attached to 
the service of the late belligerents of Europe. No trial of it could 
have been fairer than W|u made by them, as well intcvnally as by tlie 
most copioas inunctioi^and witliout any success. 

Not altogether dissiiffiar to mercury, m some of thur propeities, 
aie the p^parations of arteic and lead, each of which IBs beenuscil 
in this disease. We hao'fermerly here a graduate from Viiginia, 
who in his theris, sev^idsases of tetanus cured by his pic 

voSk Fowler’s solution Mid laudanum, and on the suggestion 
of Jouir Hunter, the acetolp has been tri^, though we doubt 

successfully. ^ 

Conforming to the p^sent pathological viewnM|Bpu8, tliat it is 
m^ly seated in the is the |a|^ee ww^ptems must eh- 

^6te. Topical l)lee^g, y>ji^t erinft^^^wi0Si by mbta, or the com 
mo|aor>Actoal thl[|^out the vm|d|ral column are the le 

me^^pirqpOBed. X Iiese Mr<raP ^ |i||Kise welV Iffld some cases 

are rejKbrted ip |]ie ||toqpe thia countrPfr their sue- 

But re^jy ^ nothing new m 

Stion. We ^ similar patholc^j is to 

omhe autli^ReSy and sijiKty years ago, 9 
rfiRpubll^hed acpse of telStnus cuied by the 
^>r^^p||paatic plaster along the w^>lc of the spine. 
It^si Fihr^r learnt from Moseley, that it was a comoDAttiiliractice 
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in the West Indies, more especially m the Spanish and Fiench islands, 
to dry cup the spine, shouldeis and or deeply to scarify these 

()dits and dress them with irritants, ol|H|^ce to resort t||cautema 
tion. As the result of all our inq^uip^iwV^ on the sut](^ct, 

we should now be led to adopt this ^nrse, aided by tlw 

use oi opiums taking care at the sam^p^, to preserve thotMUHrels in a 
laxative condition, and, peiAMps, unoe^eprtoin w^msiiiioe^^lrosc^ 
mg to relaxing enema^of tobacco, otnenintic sulMances. Th^efail- 
mg, would ende^ar instantljr to^uce thei^Rist copiwa iSBfiho- 
rcsis, by the DoverMOwder^^Wth^Op^^ ^ ^ 

length of time, vfii^^seeinstplaus^ttf % ^iSmany 

pioved serviceably)^ the authority of caseiS 
jiiAM, an eminent physician of LondMu It ttte 
])le that the sand-bath hM b^en lately propose^ by Stedmait, of Ope 
of the West India Islaoilk Great, b^povable diS- 

1 ulty will be opposed to the exhibition: of the mouth, 

hoin the fixedness of the jaws and impeded deglutition* The (eso- 
phagus tube cakinot be used, even whet^ the mouth be open, 
since expel lence shows that all attemptSr to inlMidOc _ ^ ^ve been 
foiled, by the violent spasms and conviilsmllstif Sx^^es* rectum, 

lln icfoic, IS tlie only medium left in such an emeigency* 

Noi would we, while conducting this genjmpli treatment, neglect to 
cill into lequisition as auxiliary to it those lacld means, particularly 
pressure by tike tourniquet, &c* which were indfeated under t^e head 
of hydrophobia. 

It may be pioper, at least, as a matter Of some curiosity, merely ^ 
illude to an extiaordiKiy practm^^^oDg the inhabitaii|^^of the 
Tonga, 01 Fricndly^slands in the sm^ Pacific Ocean, amofil^ whom 
we aie told jTdunclic tetanus prciyl^t^^reat extent. It consists 
jii pioducing a cQ^derablc degree 6 rirrit!ation in t^ urethra, and a 
(lischaigc ot biMg^m&^at 4tart by the introductwn of a reed oi 
pioper size, fot^^e wtane^ijato ^ caQ^f^d when tiie cash is 
vciy Molent, by passing a cMra^OUg &M||AnSra through the peii- 
nouin, the two ends of are occaMNRny pull^ to and.|j^i^i^- 

ducing grea^wn, and a. w^ioos basittoritll^e, nfilch 
antl'inflammawn of th* penis, UK fi^Ut whoslfwAdc- 

1 ive th^nccount of this strapge and un{i|pMs|||gpi«Ottdh, It is stg^ 
that he witnessed two cureij^ cen^e^tet<miiB finunii Bvcty ^ 
delating to ^le treatment of this dJ^MSe II iniwiWfeiilg, snd' tritfaout 
advising this predse mode, it may sugg^est a of im 

piovement. it was indeed somewhat oM^ 4 ^ 1 irinc|^> that Di 
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Brown of Lexington, many years ago proposed exciting strangury iti 
te^t^us as a cure, and bo#iB Mne evidence to its efficacy. 

^ closing a discussio^^ill which so little practically useful has or 
can be said, wc perhapi^'o^;ai9i apology for the length to which it has 
beei^ extended. Though it hiaybe true that we leave the subject in near- 
ly the same ohscuri^ that we found it, we cannot so far depreciate our 
labours as them wdlrthless. 'Humble as is th^ service of 

him urho m^Jy ci&rs away rhbbisb, and rei^Ves difficulties, he is 
not, withdlljft^eiit.''" We haVl^endeavoured adbast to prepai^'.a site 
on wly^ mfliers may fterealM eroGt a rioriouipidffice. ^ 

' N. C. 
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Art. XV. tht ^ifes ^ Partuniion, and the use of the 

..Spurred W. MioRrll, Member of the Royal College 

of Suigjl^fc X^ndon* ^ Printed for Thomas and George Under- 
S^ood, 'Km street, 1S5|, ppr 196. 

ResmrcHee respecting Ihe Ncdural History^ Chemical^ Analysis^ and 
Medical Virtues of th^ Sput^ or Ergot of Rye^ when administered 
as a remedy in cert0^ states of the Uterus^ with a Coloured En 
graving. By Anak Nbalb, M. D. Physician to his Majesty 
Forc^, and to his late Royal Highness, the Duke of Kent, &c. &c. 

3^HEB£ is no substance df modern introduction to the materia me- 
dii^ thit^has so entirely the atftntion, and divided the 

oj^nioas' bf medical practitioner^ as the secale ce^utum, or the ergot 
of rye. From the momentl^t ti^^ublic were made aerj^uainted with 
its real, or atti;|j|uted virtues by i>r. Stearnes, U^has not ceased an 
instant to claim general iovestigation, and tq»^^j&;the opinions ot 
all obstetrical practit^iuers upon klnretensims. 8d general has this 
feeling.prevaitedf so inlte^^ng hove us powers appeared, and so ardent 
hai j^^e been te-find all |||0 imputed virttte realized, that everyone 
who hkl the charge of fknal^in parti^mr, under^&^ir care, felt 
that they woi^^ ndt be rmiidera% iiistiee to their pa^its, did they 
1^ exhibit thb Stj^ftstitUce when either difficulty or delay attended the 
jm^imeiit f^nctii^p. , • i ' , ' ' - w - T r- '■ " 

pretensions o$;this drug ligire so. imp forth, and sof 

gemNdlyd|i|^&®d byrthe exj^erietioe bf thos^^ who had made trials of 
it, prfictii^ was as sudden, as it was universal. 

Pfie finfid and the daring, alike became its advocates, aitl^^ith sucli 
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toncuii dice" of belief in its ({flicacy, tliat the most sceptical yicldetl 
assent, oi but feebly opposed the gen^||d impression in its favoui. 

* But this state of things did not la 8 tle|P£{ foi the eigot, tike eVlry 
other sublunaiy good, was soon abused impropei trials, and was 
accoidin^ly condemned, derided from unftir expenments, an pos- 
sessing no Earthly power j or stigmatized from incautioaa'' exhibi- 
tions, as nyschievous or deadly. Hence, oAe desorqjMUit tee^tton^ 
at this moment, of tipi^wers of this oteiluiiDe. ^ > t 

In dms biiefly sum^^g up the disoevdaojt opinions of Writers upon 
the oigot, we mean Qdt to impugn the honestprtf any se^m^^ ex- 
piesscd upon it, thbtfji^ we ane sincerely Of opinion thit it itoea not 
niciit the obloquy heaped upon it, as the fSinlts idlpited to it haye 
arisen ratlui fiuni itsempiiicai appUakiion than^lom any ieebledbSB 
oi powci s, 01 absolute ni^ious qualitSea. 

Fioni all we have learned from our expaiienea,'>or can learn frdn 
that ui otiicrs, we arc pursuaded that tiler advocates of ^e mgot have 
beti ayed in many instances ultra admiration of its powers, wliille those 
ivho dispaiagftthcm, or declare them to he injarious, We allowed 
themselves to be led to conclusions at variance with ginefal experi- 
ince 01 positi^i evidence. The admirma, therefi^ of this substance 
ixpcct too niudi fiom its powers, while its detractors hqie too little. 

'lo the ioimer class belongs Mr. Miohbul, the author of tlic 
woi k, the title of which heads this article. In notichig this work, 
ue led we have undci taken a most ungracious task, a» we find veiy 
much moic to condemn than to appioic; y(d the position we occupy, 
seems to m<ikc it obligatory upon us to give our candid and delibo- 
late opinions upon worlft ol this BO BOon as the otfeHunity 

picscnts itsclt. TIus duty a^iears'to pa to be more tlmp usual im 
pciious, as the woik ui qucstio|| ]ias beifit much laudedTpy difierent 
acviewcts on the pther side of the water. 

In prosecuting! pur t^k imtlie manner we have thought right, wc 
cutuely disclaim all hostility tq the author; he is entirely unknown 
to us; oui sentiments upon the subject iS L^ eStion differ widely vary 
often iiom his, tfnd to en^ss them, Vrl^eel a privilege to^wkieh 
wc are entitj^ by eveiy^ght whick a publication g^ves to ffiosc 
ulio may ve^re to review it* Wwhad much ratiiel^Upplan^ fban 
condemn, when the choice is put in omr^pewwi) blii til W presiMt 
instance, we arc deliberatdy of opinian Wt tiie wutti oe iBsiii 

‘many iiistaqces incmisistent with aid bi^ tee eertgii^ calcu 
laled, if the ductrincs piomnlgated be Mied kphn^ te dll i^ry in 
stead oi good. 

In thiiMhargc wc do not confine outselves to the mere modus 
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randi of tlic cigot, oi its very fiequcnt, and, as we believe, uiineces- 
sao^ exhibition; we include A number of the principles oi doctrines 
enfirtiuned by the author, ah veil as several very reprehensible piac 
(ical manipulations. In a word, we have rarely if ever seen so many 
ill>d%eated opinions, or so many dangerous |n:actical inculcations m 
the aame number of<rpage8. * 

* We do n(»l''heidiaite to ascribe to the author the greatest pui ity ol 
intention, ,4|||Hhe most ardent derire to pnj^Mte the public goml; 
but we GWwIl^help being of opinion that, hoWWer pure his aim, lie 
ha$ m|^|^issed it,<tn recommhnding hie oi^n practice for iniita 
ti^^jnlliem^ty, (for suditfhs must consider it)||4n many, has nevei - 
t^Aesein some iAtanceSn removed several very ttoaere chaiges against 
tii^igot, and whicjlli may be 4(||^a as so many important piactical 
truths; these we riudi have ooeasion to lempk upon as we piocecil 
\ lo'a^Bduoting tlMl>sui:d^ essay, the authoi has thought pio 
P^ to treat tipon a*vat)et5ref subjects, some of whith have no dii oli 
bearing upon the pmnt in qnestion^herefore, stnctly speaking, it is 
not an nf|||f Jir- the modus operandi of the ergot, oa an espositiou 
of^tim oas0»]^p«r for its exhibition, but a melange ot crude physio 
leipcai notions, and practical illustrations of tlie lathci than 

of the tamty, of tiiis drug in cases of labovr. 

As this essay is divided into a number of chapten, as well as tiu 
rriation of many cases, we shall proceed to consider them scpaiatelj, 
with the exception of the two t first chapters. The first of these is 
entitled ^ On Ihierperal Convulsions;” we do not notice this chaptci, 
because it would leSd to too lung a discussion of what we conceive to 
be.errur(|4ti pathology and suttee. The sefcond chapter pioposes tu 
take ** A (jjijmeral View o^^^Pyocess of Labuiq^, with a paiticulai 
rUffirence to its Expulsivd^l^rce^^ Jkc. &c. But as wo do not find 
any thing new or interestil^ in this chaptci, we pass it also in si 
lence. , 

In page 1 of the preface he says ** the reader is not to expect fium 
the following pages a coip^ete treatise on the difficult cases oi pai tu 
ri^Ub' tmd still less any tlolng like a syst^snof midwifery. 'IMiey con 
iai& merely some few praetio^ints on ^ lingering .and labotious 
Which WuU occur to gve^mediical accoucheur in the couisc ol 
K practice, auddb the treatment oi which he can derive little assist 
il|^'frUm ^ fUufiMMil treatisM rite subject of midwifery lu gc 
^ '**'|tThi8 ia a'weavy »id idv^ ohaige against the experience ol 
a WtMWi^l^wa, a a'jP^uuAir, &r. and it is one in the 

iastiieM|fllPhich ffie autheu himself dees not appear to believe. Foi 
lie^inlM very next page, says with every appeal ante of;,candoui, 
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that no oiic modern improvement in medical science has, in my 
opinion, conferred so great a benefit qj||8ociety in general, as the su- 
perior skill, information, and talent, at piresent directed to the science 
of midwifery.” If the cases of difficulty to which he alludes, be not 
well treated of ‘‘in professed treatises,*’ how has “ society. in gene- 
ral” been benefited by the “ skill, information, and talent^ ’’ at present 
directed to the science of midwifery— *for it is to be presumed' that 
cases which are not “fingering and laborious,” will rMUire nOi^extra- 
ordinary skill or taleSt for their management. ' ' v.. 

He very strongly declaims against Btethantdhl means in |he^Wctice 
of midwifery, and says that recours/ia too fiSfeqimimy had% them 
upon trilling occasions, and sometimes evmt wheif tha uteru^ ^v^e 
part lliat requires assistance,” p. 1. qf introduction. :We ar^ deci^d- 
ly of opinion that the clamour against the use o( mechanical a^nts, 
especially the forceps, in the practice of midwifi^, ha8|ilil|^t«xelu- 
sively arisen from the mal-adroitness of the operator, rather^^afrom 
a just or well-grounded objection against the action of these instruiiiehts 
themselves, or the occasional but absolute necessity employ- 

ment. We arc firmly persuaded that the forceps, properly 
managed, liayy saved the lives of thousands^ and have neter, when 
well coinlucted, clone injury to the mother, so far as we have ob- 
served. • >.* ^ 

We therefore cannot but condemn such sweeping^pTOdcriptions of 
the forceps, as we arc every way sure that much miScldef hats arisen, 
and much will yet follow, if the precept that is so evidentijr inculcat- 
eil be acted upon. To the practitioner who has^ deliberately mj^e 
up his mind on this sulfject, froni^the study of ''the princ^^a wh(ch 
should govern tlie use of these instnim^ts, and. from weTl-diroo^ 
experience -and correct observation, t^^bbjections of Mr. M.^.^Ul 
• perhaps have no uijurious effect; but to thp young and inquiring, they 
will be mischiei^B, by rendering his duty uncertain, and hisxonduct 
vacillating, at a moment that i^equires all his firmness, and his most 
prompt decision. V^. . ‘ 

Upon this poiftt we ar^j^ntitled to sp^^; because we haveh^ im- 
peated oppo^nities to iiftiaess the mschievous eOEecta of thatui^r- 
iainty which 'arises from the conflicMg opinions of v^^rqu^^^^e 
best mode of terminating a given lajbbuit The mommi^ 
with success to both mother and*ttehil^;%to;b60ii.lQst,.n^er^iqy^ 

' A temporizing plan has been pu^i&d,^ untita deeimve^Ab.|jg^U^ 
longer be availing; the ergot hi^failad^, the|iea$l£^^ 
hours upon the soft and sensible parta the moAqir; they become 
tender a|id inllained, and these necessarily become augmented b^^^e 
No. VL— Feb. I8t20. 50 
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mechanical means wiiich must now be hacj recourse to; gangrene and 
sloughing follow* We speak from observations, upon this point. 

But this is not all; the forceps are declared with much propriety 
to be the means by which the life of the mother and child are to be 
saved; and in judicious hands they deserve the high character just 
given. To enable them, however, to fulfil these expres^intentions, 
requires a proper estimate of their necessity; a skilful application 
of their powera; and a well-timed moment for their employment. 
Without theA^bservances, the life of the child fliay be forfeited, when 
it was very ^ssible todiave saved it by a judicious use of the forceps. 
Had iSt* only condemned the rash and unnecessary use of these 
instruments, he wUuld have performed an acceptable service, and we 
would most willingly have joined issue; but to reprobate the use of 
an important means, because it may be, or has been abused, is no 
less mischievous, than unfair: and were this the mode to be pursued 
upon all important occasions, our art would soon be left without an}^, 
or with but very few resources. Nay, the virtues of the very remedy 
which he has laboured so hard to exalt, might soon be questioned, or 
be made to sink into disrepute. 

Indeed we are not certain that this time is not fast approaching; 
for it will only require a few mote friends^ of equal zeal with Mr. M. 
to hasten the downfall of the ergot, or to bury it im oblivion. His 
purported object is to prove that this substance produces a relaxation 
of the 08 uteri; we shall see presently, how well he has succeeded in 
his attempt. 

Besktes, Mn M. himself confesses, that ^Mingering labour will 
frequently exhaust a woman^s streflgth, when the presentation is right, 
notwithstanding aH our attention.’’ p. 18. If this be true, it can only 
be in instances where pati^e and | reliance on the powers of na- 
ture, (which, were not realized,) superseded the trial of skill, in the- 
well-directed use of the forceps. For we must insist, and this quo- 
tation bears us out, that there are cases precisely as stated above; and 
whert^ even the ergot, Mtb ail its admitted powers, has failed. Tliis 
is nb^ a supposititious case; tre know the fact: if this be admitted, 
would it not be criminal to p^ppit the woman’s strength to be ex- 
hausted from a repugnance to use measures which may in improper 
Mlids be abused? 

can If r. M. sueke to the public for neglecting the 
oSi^lB^ms tiiat could be employed for the preservation of the mother ' 
aidt^ dw ^^ the force^. it is to be presumed, that so 

as Mr. is for tiie ergot, must have employed this 
suhflEKb and it had failed, when he declares, that a lingering labour, 
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even when \lie presentatioa is right, ‘‘will frequently exhaust the wo- 
man’s strength, notwithstanding all our Attention.” Will his abhor- 
Vence to the use of the forceps plead a justification of his conduct to 
a husband, who has been bereaved of a beloved wife, because he had 
an aversion to the employment of instruments? 

Or, if th^ woman do not perish in the act of. giving birth to her 
child, wh9.t atonement can Mr. M. make to her for the following con- 
sequent evils. “A Ibng confinement of the head ii|^^the pelvis is 
equally dangerous to* the mother and. to the child; hy its pressure 
against the soft parts it stops the circulation, •bruises the^ soft^parts, 
and often brings on sloughing and gangrene.” We agajn ask, what re- 
paration can be made for the ravages his negligenCe bs created? Or 
iiow would Mr. M. prevent these evils happenings but by the forceps, 
applied with due skill, and in proper season? This he does not con- 
descend to inform us of; he only declaims again, by saying, “ when 
dangers of this sort occur, I would not advise the forceps, as I verily 
believe that more lives have been lost than saved by the use of them,” 
p. 18. lie farther adds, “because delivery may’*be expedited by 
them, they are often had recourse to without the slightest occasion;” 
therefore, (foy this is the obvious conclusion,) because these instru- 
ments may or can be abused, or used when “there is not the slightest 
occasion,” we^ust not employ them, where the woman’s strengtli 
would be exhausted by the lingering nature of the labour. Can any 
doctrine be more absurd, or more truly dangerous.* 

But it may be said that Mr. M. has provided against this conclu- 
sion by the observation which immediately follows; ‘<from thie cases 
1 shall hereafter introduce, it wilt app^, tlmt whilst we^have medi- 
cines which will expel the child naturally, there can be no good reason 
for the use^f instruments, which often c^cksion ploughing and death*” 

* 

* Will Mr. M. contend that anywittempt to excite the uter^^^ is more. dangerous 
or even more fatiguing to the patient, than his method of provoking uterine effort ^ 
lie says, p. 42, “ When Ifotmd the os uteri figH andunyidding^ tff wken 
I found it deep, thip, andflaedd, Ipassed up^/tumd, and introduced one 
finger, then another, and so on, until I had intrdduced the ivhok hand, tha/i '^en- 
^vg the hand, and fully dilating the parts, ff^hdrew U withdat laeerath^liht mem- 
^anes, and never interfered ’until fhutpecied ihM the nsaadir m tti tetfidred 

rupturing, or the headHn perinsso, which in a few hovtn wiU atsurdlfybe tie ease, 
ifnp impediment existd’/// This iMVfcticaatppgiffec impomihility 

> .than any thing we have ever met with— fthe whole huid is* fofcefi^&fbu^ a 
rigid os uteri, finger at a time; tht^ msde to op^Sg^ thc 

hand; and the hand withdrawn wUhout r^ptufi^ the to say . no- 

thing of the pain that this must create during its performance, or the cpnse- 
<iucnce that must necessarily follow such violence? ! ! ^ 
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Now it must be evi<lcnt at first sight, that we have not wrested Mr- 
M.’8 meaning, when his li^knowledginent is recollected, that the 
woman will become exhausted by the lingering nature of the labour,' 
(the presentation right,) “notwithstanding all our attention.” In 
such cases what has become of his “medicines that will expel the 
child naturally?” If he has withheld them, he has becoiliie criminal; 
if they had failed, he was no longer in possession of medicines that 
“would exp^l^he child naturally;” he would therefore prefer that the 
woman die, timer than use a certain and safe means to relieve her. 

DofiS no^ Mr M. go1[)eyond the truth of all observation, when he 
declarei that (he forceps ofthi produces sloughing and death? In 
cases of sloughin^fter the use of the forceps, was not the mischief 
done before they Were resorted to? If it was, the forceps are not 
chargeable with it; if it was not, it could only have arisen from mal- 
adroitness, which should not be considered as necessarily connected 
with the instruments themselves. Moreover, Mr. M. as we have just 
shown, has declared that sloughing and gangrene, take place without 
the forceps hsLvidg been used. 

Besides, we know of no authority that supports Mr. M. in these 
assertions; certainly, he will not find such a condcignation in the 
best writers upon this branch of medicine. For neither Levrkt, 
Baudelocque, Leroux, Gardien, nor MEYCuiitu, among the 
French, make any such charge against the forceps; nor, will he find 
himself borne out by the most respectable authors of his own country. 
Indeed, we know of no British writers that have even disparaged 
those iOBtruments, if we except Denman and Oshornk. The former, 
however, acknowledges tReir utiKCy; and hasMaid down limited rules 
for their employment; while: tlie latter makes the indications for theii- 
use' so extreme, as almost ttVproscril^c them: with these -exceptions, 
we may say with much confidence, that the judicious use of tlie for-* 
ceps, have been looked upon as one of the most important improve- 
ments in midwifery. 

fear, that Mr. Mi^s aversion to the forceps, has prevented 
his Ikcquiring sufficient deiterity in their application, to render 
them auxiliary; or, perhaps, safe in his hands. He certainly 
to*be ignontni. of the piit>per ctoCs for their employment, as 
laid down the moM experienced practitioners; of cither his own, 

elect extreme cases to support 

the wai nest advocates for the 
force|ri|ppfct they are eligitte^Or proper, in all cases; and especially 
iiirsl^HlIerormities of the pelvis, as would forbid the hope of bring 


or?lmmr ebufiries; Or he woulAttevbIra 
behn contended by 
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ing the child into the world ^live- On the contrary, they are expressly 
forbidden, where the pelvis has not full three inches, in its antero- 
posterior diameter. 

Nor must tlie young practitioner be seduced into the belief, that 
the only merit of an accoucheur consists in the passive, (but often- 
times dest^ctive,) watching, of tlie long-continued, and severe con- 
flict, betw^cen the natural powers, and opposing difficulties^ For he 
must be instructed td feel, and to know, that it is^ipmetimes as 
hazardous to wait beyond a given period, as it would mvo been rash 
and injurious to have interfered at others. As far as our own expe- 
rience has gone, we can wkliout mehtal reservation d^lare, that 
we have never witnessed the smallest injury to foHow/tbe use of the 
forceps, when these instruments have been judiciously employed; 
and we have seen them several times used, even by young practition- 
ers: though, we unreservedly confess, we have known accidents of 
a fearful kind take place from the hands of the ill-instructed. But, 
floes not the same thing happen from any important operation, when 
ill performed? 

It may be thought, by those who have not made midwifery a study, 
that we have jlwelt unnecessarily long upon this subject; with such, we 
are willing to plead guilty; because, we are sure, we shall not be 
censured by these, who have felt how uncertain and limited the means 
are, in some instances, to preserve the life of both mother and child. 
To deprive such, then, of the only resource which art presents us 
^vith, by a wrong estimate of the powers and safety of the forceps, 
would be as cruel as it would be dishonest; for we must insist, ajud 
repeat, at the risk of being tedious, that safety in these cases,- de- 
pends upon the forceps alone. We this from ample and often- 
tried expedience; and we are sure, it will meet the concurrent testi- 
mony of almost every practitioner in this country. For, who has 
not seen the head linger fox hours at the inferior strait, even after 
the ergot has been pcrseveringly and faithfully tried! And, where 
the child would have inevitably perished^ but for the timely tri- 
umphant aid oPthe forceps. We would ;isk.whatMr. M. 4^, 

when the head of the child was at t^ mferior strait; when the Uterus 
*was passive, or so feebly exerted asHo be altogether lueon^tent - to 
the end; when the*ergot had been liberally employed, ,lmd fmled 
to renew the exertions of th^ uteTim! ^ Weuld 
^patient expire, or the child die^ before vfae would ttse'.tli^forcepsr 
for this is certainly his doctrine;^ Bet, this is noti»CNU^rAetice; for 
we feel it a duly to abridge pain, as weU^as to pre80t^c life; and we 
have done this, we most conscientiously believe, in more th^ 
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hundred instances; nor did gangrene, sloughing, or even a laceration 
of the perinseum follow in any one instance. 

In Chap. IV., Mr. M. considers a I’Osborne, the comparative 
merit of the Caesarean operation, and embryulcia. We shall not 
enter into any detail of strictures upon this disputed point; leaving 
every practitioner to consult more extended examinations of this sub- 
ject elseqihere, and thus enable himself to make up his <mind upon 
this debm[eab^ia point of practice. We shall* therefore, only trans- 
cribe -a portioin of this chapter, that the reader may be put in posses- 
sion ^f the^logic, and ethics of Mi\ M. upon this point. 

I am at a^loss for the leakt excuse for the practitioner who would 
sacrifice the life df the mother, that the child maybe saved. To say 
nothing of the great danger of sacrificing both by so rash a choice; 
for,' I conceive, the most resolute of our profession, would hesitate 
long, before he made up his mind to so cruel an expedient, and this 
delay would generally ensure the death of the child. But, supposing 
the infant could be saved; on what plea could we put the life of the 
mother in comparison with that of the child. If, by a contrary prac- 
tice we save one woman out of five, even to tlm destruction of five 
children, I conceive the advantage is still on this sid^. If the in- 
crease of mankind be the consideration, the woman saved may after- 
wards have Jive children^ and these have children as 'early ^ (within a 
few years,) as the nf ant, had it been saved.^* 

We sec by this quotation, or at least it appears so to us, that Mr. 
M. does not altogether relish the taking of the child’s life by the 
downright violence that embryotomy imposes; to spare his sensibility 
he would ^‘hesitate a long time before he m&de up his mind to so 
cruel an operation, and this d^ay would generally ensure the death of 
the child.^^ Wonderful tenderness. He would permit tlie poor in- 
fant to die by inches, tiiat he need not destroy it suddenly, by a " 
cruel operation. Upon this point we could say much; but we must 
proceed. 

logic, and political calculation of Mr. M. is not less remarka- 
ble; is comparing the merits of two deadly opcratibiis. One highly 
threatening to the mother, but ofiering a probable, nay almost cer- 
tain chance to the child. The bther certain death to the child, but 
offering a chance to the mother. Yet he very gravely tells us, “the 
woman saved, may afterwards have five children, and these have” 
(after haViu|g|heir skulls opened, apd their brains let out by embry- 
ulctej^) ^^iHfren as eariy” {within a few y\ars,) “as the infant, 
had iV’ ^^Ip^e Cmsarean operation,) “ been saved.” p. 29. 

“ The time was, m Ucu the brains were out, the man wo\ild die.*’ 
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The woman who has had .cmbryulcia performed on lief five timesy 
we must presume, had it performed from an absolute necessity aris- 
iVig out of a defect in the pelvis; and that each time it w^as done, was 
because there was no other chance of relief, but by this operation or 
by the Caesarean operation. Yet Mr. M. gravely tells us that this 
woman ma;^bcar five children more, and they raise a progeny! Can 
the performance of embryulcia fivt timea^ possess a cjtejBi' to cU 
away the defects of aft ill formed pelvis? if it canned (flroryulcia 
must inevitably be performed five other times, if the woman again 
goes five times to the full period of utero-geslation; and if this be the 
rase, the objects of political «conomy (fttnnot be answered, by giving 
the preference to embryulcia, over the Caesarean operation. 

Nor can we allow tlie young practitioner to be imposed upon, by 
the specious pretext of a name of some celebrity, or by false calcu- 
lations, when it will interfere with his duty, and influence his judg- 
ment, to the injury of society. 

Mr. M. informs us that Dr. Osborne has declared^ that ^^out of 
sixteen hundred cases, he has used instruments ill three only, and 
in one of these he considers unnecessarily. ” p. 53. Now this is a 
strange quotation altogether; since it does not tell the result of all 
Dr. Osborne's practice; for it is not to be supposed, that a man so 
fully employed* as Dr. O. is said to .have been, can have witnessed 
but sixteen hundred cases of Midwifery; and if he has not given us 
the result of his whole practice, he has, of course, not given a pro- 
per average. 

Besiflcs, Dr. Osborne is no authority on the use of the forceps; not 
because he differs froA every body else, as regards the proportion 
of cases that may require them, but ijecause he makes the necessity 
for their employment consist in a moribund state of the patient. He 
• roquii-es, that, the powers of life be exhausted; all capacity for 
farther exertion to be at an tend; and that the mind must be as much 
depressed as the body; and would at length sink together under the 
influence of such continued but unavailing stru^les, unless ri^cued 
from it by meaAs of art.” If these be .Dr. O.^s rules, he may well 
have but few cases fit for the forceps; or rather he ought to have none, 
^ince art can inteqiose with but very little prospect of aucoess, under 
such a burden of evils. 

We consider the declaration of Dr.. D^vis^ of l<iOndoji,4>f much higher 
..authorit}^ than the joint opinion of our author and ofDr. Osiwue toge- 
ther. He says, *^in my own practice, as one of the physicians to 
the Maternity Charity of London, which is beyond eomparisont the 
most extensive obstetric institution in Europe, I have the satisfllctjon 
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of being able to assert, that 1 have never incurred the misfortune ot 
losing a mother in consequence of a forceps operation.” Eiem. Oper. 
Mid. p. 274. Here however we must stop^ not because we have nor- 
thing more to say, but because our limits will not permit a farthw 
elucidation- of this important point. ^ 

In Chapter V. Mr. M. advocates an untenable ground j namely, 
that 'thtt|Hinphises of the pelvis relax during labour, to^liivour the 
escape mreie, foetus through this cavity. But is this opinion however 
unfounded or ill-supported, leads to no great practical error, we will 
consign the hypothesisfto the tomb of all the Capulets. Jlcrnarking 
only, that we^do not doubt, tfut that a relaxation of the pelvic sym- 
phises, does occaAonally take place; but when it docs, it must be re- 
garded as a diseased condition of these parts. 

Thougli we have agreed to dismiss the ostensible subject of this 
chapter, we cannot pass without remark, the preposterous and dangei - 
ous practice of Mr. M., in lingering cases. lie says, wlien ad- 
ministered, (spirits,) in a large quantity of water as a dilucnf^ so as 
to take off the sickening effect of the warm water, I ihink it il often 
of the greatest advantage, causing an increase of Die circulating iliiids, 
which cannot be carried oflfby the kidneys, as tliey vqry seldom se- 
crete at all, or in very small quantities during Jal)our, the increase 
must then be thrown upon the uterus, and excite it to action. It was 
indeed, the best means we were possessed of to accelerate lingering 
labours, before we were acquainted with the ergot.” p. 45. 

The practice of midwifery must have been in a lamentable state, 
in Mr. M.’s neighbourhood, (for we cannot suppose he means to in- 
clude a wider range,) if rum and water was ftie best means in tlieir 
possession, “ to accelerate lingering labour.” I'lie causes of linger- 
ing labour are various, agreeably to Mr. M.’s own showing, and as we 
shall see presently, yet, for all these varieties, but one remedy was* 
known; namely, diluted ardent spirits. « Has Mr. M. never known 
fever to attend a lingering labour? has he never witnessed too much 
bloodi^to be the cause? has be failed to observe how frequently an en- 
gorged state of the uterus has occasioned a lingering' labour, and how 
suddenly this has been relieved by the loss of blood? Can it be sup- 
posed then, that an increased quantity of this fluid, thrown upon Die 
uterus will be favourable to its action, when it possesses already, as 
ittttch, or, perhaps, more than it shduld, to enable it to perform its 
actbns Imalthily? 

S^td ^illji e tells us, p. 50, ‘*that hectic or phLiiisical patients arc said 
lingering labours, biU I have never found this to be the 
tevse. iWnive met with several cases in which consumption has been 
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delayed by utero-gestation^ although the patient was within a few 
weeks of death, at the time she first proved to have a foetus in utero. 
In these, the os uteri gave very little resistance to the child, the peri- 
ri:euin was thin, and the cliild born in half the time, and with less 
pain, than any former accouchement.” p. 50. In these cases, (whicli 
are in strict conformity with our own observations,) Mr. would 
find it difficult to prove the presence of an increased quantify^ *bfblo(^ 
in the uterus, which he thinks so essential to its action. 

In Chap. VI., Mr.^f. c(»nsiders “the various causes of lingering 
labour, and its treatment.” This chajiter cofiimcnces with tbe fol- 
low ing observations. “ A gi\»at variety of difficult or laborious cases, 
wliich require instrumental aid, are enumerated bj^ authors^ these I 
shall tunleavour to review, as briefly as possible, and will show, that 
most of them may be overcome by skilful management, when the pre- 
sentation is pr(»per, without even the assistance of the hand.” 

In these promises, he entirely fails, in our opinion; at least, if in- 
discriininatidy recoinmemling of dangerous practices may be consider- 
ed as I'ailurc. 

1st. liabour-|)ains protracted or delayed by debility.” p. 48. 

'Fhis is thejirsl assigned cause of lingering labour, of our author; 
for the manageunent oi’ which, he says, “ in cases of clebility, as de- 
scribed by aidhors, arising from disease, or flooding, which is always 
alatming to the timid and unpractised accoucheur, if the bursting of 
the membranes do (does) not produce expulsive pains, I would not 
even wait for mcdicancs to take effect, either fo stop the hseniorrhage, 
or increase the throes, but at once introduce the hand, turn the child, 
and bring it aw ay, as life only safe treatment both to the mother a'nd 
the child.” • 

If there t'ver was a more vague, and dangerous direction given to 
the young ]uactilioner, it has not met our eyes. It is contrary to 
every well-established principle in midwifery, and contrary to the 
opinions of the most enlightened practitioners of the present day. It 
<li reels, that, whenever the female becomes weakened by disease, or 
flooding, tiiat the* membranes shoultl be immediately ruptured, with 
a view to slop the bleeding. Here, no mention is made of the con- 
irtpvHon of the os uteri, whether Its condition be fit for this purpose or 
not. For it is now, •an established law with the best authorities upon 
this subject, that rupturing of ther membranes should not be had re- 
course to, bpt as a dernier resort, unless, the danger be imminent; 
the os uteri dilatecl, or easily dilatable; and, other means have proved 
unavailing. No provision is made against the contingency, thaMhe 
os uteri may be rigid; by <lirertingin this case all tbe remedies gcnc^ 
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isilly employed fur Hooding, and especially, by tliat almost certain 
one, the introduction of the tampon. 

The uterus is not even to be induced to contract, by giving the ergot 
previously to an attempt to turn; for if the breaking of the membranes 
do not immediately “produce expulsive pains, (a circumstance we 
have n^er known to happen in tliis state of things,) he^.voUld, “at 
o1[lce,”’Slld we must presume, at all events, “ introduce the hand, 
turn the childy and bring it away.” lie in thts case, advises the in- 
troduction of the hand at all events; for no exception is made; the os 
uteri js to be penetrated, at whatever cost; and the uterus is to be 
suddenly ernp^ed, however iifdisposed it may be to act, at the almost 
certain risk of increasing the disease, for which this hasty turning was 
intended to prevent. Let any experienced practitioner say, whether 
this is safe advice for the young practitioner. If theni be any two 
rules more impcnitive than the two hercMlireeted to be violated unne- 
cessarily* we are unacquainted with tliein. For, it is a fundamental 
principle, in obstetrical practice, that nothing can justify the entei- 
iug the uterus with tlie hand, when the os uteri is rigid, resisting, 
and requiring force for this purpose. It is also agreeable to all sound 
experience, that the uterus is not to be suddenly emptied at any time: 
but especially, when it is indisposed to action, as it almost always is^ 
when the system in general is weakened by the loss .of blood. 

“2dly, Epilepsy, Here I would pursue the same courses and lurn.^* 
The same objections wmuld apply to this practice. 

*‘3dly. Irregular pains and spasms.” Here purging and large 
doses of opium are recommended. 

“4thly, Debility and faintness, not to be referred to any jjarticulai 
cause, will occasion protracted labour.” He doc«^ not toil us how to 
manage this case, nor does he attempt to show that such a condition ol 
the system may exist. This is a great omission after tlie high promise 
made in the initial pajagrajdi of this chapter, that he w ould show*,' 
“that most of the causes of lingerin labour might be overcome by 
fikilA}! management.” Now^ we do not believe that Ihis state of 
debility and faintness” can exist without a particular cause: and 
arc of opinion that this condition has several, and sometimes opposite 
causes; and that they may require prompt and opposite treatmer^-' 
Among these canscs wc may reck<»n an o\er-disteiisioii of the ute- 
rus from too large a quantity of the. waters; a plethoric condition of 
the system in general, or the uterus in particular; a too dense and 
unyielding condition ol the membranes; ni internal litrmorrha«»'(\ 
&c. 

"^.'Jtlily. Inflammav ory habit in fh<* strong and robust, causing a 



^103 


Micliell on Ergot, 

flctcrminaiion of bloofl to a-diflcrcnt part/' Here he proper! v tlirccls 
hleeding, purging, and a cooling diet. 

‘‘6thly. The practitioner may be deceived by spasms and pains in 
* the bowels, before labour-pains come on.” For the relief of this con- 
dition, he advises ‘-glystcrs, castur-oil, and opiates.” Here the young 
practitioncl^ after having consiiKcd Mr. M.’s book, might jjfiL what 
kind of glysters, when should castor oil be exhibited, and ^^sn opi- 
ates. All these may fte highly proper in appropriate cases, but these 
cases arc not pointed out. 

‘^rthly, Passions of the mind, and mismanagement of the labour, 
will frequently delay the paiti several Says.” For thgse he offers no 
remedies, but most unsuccessfully speculates upon the modus opc- 
randi of passions of the mind.” How to remedy the consequences 
of mismanagement, he does not tell us. 

‘‘81hly. Cases of rigidity of the os uteri, constriction, firmness of 
the ligamentous part of the pelvis, and also from flaccidity of the os 
uteri, which is worse tlian rigidity. 

To prove the latter assertion, a circumstance unheard of before, 
that a flaccid condition of the os uteri is worse than a rigid condition, 
he relates a caj^e of rigidity that was overcome spontaneously by rest 
in three days* Dck^s this prove, that the same would not happen to 
the os uteri wiirti it was in a stale of Haccidily? He ends this sum- 
?nary by tln^ following reflections. 

‘‘Such are the v/hich, in one out often, iire said to require 

jijstrumental aid." Wlioic lias Mr. M. found this doctrine incul- 
cated.^ know of no such assertions or calculations. There is 

not a case here cnunici\'fted, that would^rcquire, in any thing like the 
proportion set doMiii, the aid of insirumcnls. Indeed^ tne or other of 
tliese causes, is of every day orcurrence, yet liow few employ instrii- 
rjicnts for their relief. 

He says, “I entirely agree* with Hr. Osborne, that in these cases 
ue oiiglii to liave nothing to <lo with mechanical art.'’ We have 
already remarked upon these opinions, and shall not repeat them 
here, lie tlien adds, “patience and medical treatment will overcome 
diLMii all; even the worst of them require nothing more than tnrning.^^ 
^iNotlung more than turning!! Mr. M. speaks of this operation as 
if it cost neillier condition, skill, nor period for its performance; and 
as ifit were of such easy accomplhihinciit and so free from all evil 
consequences, that the merest tyrq in medicine might undertake it 
with tlic most entire prospect of success; not so thought Baudelocquc, 
and many others of good authority. ^ 

By men of large experience, Uirning has ever been considered 
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operation both of difficulty and of danger. An operation requiring the 
rules which should govern it to be more exactly obeyed, than almost 
any other connected with midwifery. It should always be lookcdi 
upon as a dernier resource, where necessity imposes its perform- 
ance; for it is confessedly an operation of frequent danger to the 
motheE|iMad is very often fatal to the child. But at the same time we 
agree tnR it is of vastly easier accomplishment, than a well performed 
operation by the forceps, when the head does not occupy the vagina. 

We also agree, that little more than a persevering hardihood is re- 
quired to effect the ntere turning of a child in utero; hence, the 
cause of a preference being given to it;* and especially by tliose who 
are not adroit in tifie management of the forceps. But to turn in a 
manner that shall be free from all danger to the mother, and with 
safety to the child, requires an entire knowledge of tlie principles 
which should govern the operation; and which too few possess. We 
have no hesitation therefore to declare, that however mischievously 
the forceps may have been em]iloyed, that the evils from this stmree 
are fewer than those which have arisen from attempts to turn. 

Nor need this surprise us, when a writer at this day shall advance 
an opinion that is, and must ever be at variance, wjUi all reason, 
and with all experience. Mr. M. p. 56, says, “in twenty yciTrs 1 
shall not be surprised if the forceps be known only' by name, as in 
cases in which ergot cannot be administered, turning is all that is 
required; this may be effected as easily when the chihPs head is in the 
perinssumy as at any other period^ and can be done with as much 
safety as in any earlier stage,^' This doctiine is so monstrous, and 
so contrary to common senge, that we wilT not insult the accjuire- 
ments and good sense of our readers, by offering ‘a single comment. 

In Chapter VII. Mr. M. treats of the “great advantages of the ergot 
of rye— its general introduction will supersede the use of the forceps, 
&c. He introduces the first part of his Subject, by some well merited 
praise of the pow< .s of the ergot; to all of which wc cheerfully sub- 
scribe; but when he declares that this substance will entirely super- 
sede the necessity of the forceps, we cannot agree with him — and for 
this plain and honest practical fact; that we have been obliged i(» have 
recourse to these instruments as obser>^ed above, after the faiPesL 
trials had been made of the ergot. 

That the ergot has, and will continue to diminish the freciuency 
6f instrumental deliveries, we are every way willing to admit, 
this is the whole, nor is it a small acknowledgment, that we can 
adfpit; for cases will continue to occur in every man’s practice ofjrny 
'•'extent, that can only be terminated by the forceps with entire safety 
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to the child. And we musi; here inculcate that the life of the child 
must always be considered of high importance; and when that of the 
'mother is in no jeopardy, that it alone, merits attention. If this 
principle be correct, it is worthy of being acted upon; and if acted 
upon, the forceps must be put into occasional requisition* For so 
long as woTfhen are liable to resisting soft parts; to exhaustiiq^ of ute- 
rine forc9; to comparative or absolute narrowness, the fort^ps miftt 
be employed; for we* again repeat that a sufficiently ample expe- 
1 ience has satisfactorily proved this to us. 

But this is not the only extravagance tlial^Mr. M.’s enthusiasm 
lias led him into — for he incllilges in tfie Eutopian opyiion, that as 
soon as it, (tlio ergot,) is generally known in femSie practice, it will 
supersede the necessity for male practitioners; except in a very few 
instances, where disproportion of parts is very great, or the presen- 
tation such that delivery cannot be effected without turning; in such 
cases the medical man will still be called in.’’ And if the business 
of midwifery be taken out of the hands of the male practitioner, 
where will a medical man” be found, competent to the end pro- 
posed by Mr. M.? for it would be vain to deny that skill is required 
upon such ocjasions if any value be set upon the lives of mother 
and cliikl; and it will not be denied, that to acquire skill, practice is 
a sine qua non.* 

Besides, in this desire, for we will not admit it to be an expecta- 
tion, Mr. M, is inconsistent with himself; for in his preface, he says, 
‘‘ no one modern improvement in medical science has, in my opi- 
nion conferred so great a benefit on society in general, as the supe- 
rior skill, iiifoi'ination and talent, at pjesent directed to the science 
of midwifery. The death of a female in child-bed is now compa- 
ratively rare among practitionerg in the country; and from the various 
methods adopted for the acceleration of the birth, (of which npnecau 
compare with ergot of rye,*) the proportion of still-bom (Mldren 
has been very greatly dbninished. A science, so manifestly isondu- 
civc to the preservation of life, and on the skilful management of 
which the existchce of numerous individuals so peculiarly depends, 
may readily be adinilled to be of the highest importance.” p. iv. 
^Thc advantages of the male, over the female practitioner, is here 
scl forth in good rotiiul (and as we think,) honest terms; and tlicse 
facts lead him to the following conclusions. “ I believe, I advance 
tjie opinioq of most of my brethren, when I say, that the medical prac- 
titioner in the country, would most gladly resign the midwifery 
practice to the females, as in funner days, but, at the same time, / 
am convinced., that the present state ofinfoi^nation on the subject., srerh. 
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resignation ivoiild he attended with a great annual sacrifice of valu- 
able lives.^^ p. 5. 

In proof of the sincerity, and justness of his opinions on this sub-* 
ject, he states, that, of twenty-one deaths that have occurred in 
this neighbourhood, within the last twelve years, nineteen have been 
women attended by females only.” p. 6. Again, Mr. is incon- 
sistent with himself, for, in p. 69, he says, “it, (the ergot, )^does not, 
however, appear to have been employed by Vnedical men at tliat 
period, and in the hands of the females it was*observed to produce 
harm.V Yet, he wishes the practice of midwifery to revert into the 
hands of femal«s» with all tliose facts before him. 

Chap. X., is “an examination of the objections brought against 
the use of the ergot of rye, by Dr. Hall,” &c. 

In this chapter, Mr. M. has, we think, very successfully established 
the innocuous (|ualities of the ergot; but, has failed to prove that it 
has the smallest agency in dilating the os uteri, in the relation of his 
cases. We may remark here, en passant, upon his injurious prac- 
tice of giving ardent spirits to his patients, after delivery, by saying, 
it can do no possible good, and may be productive of great harm. His 
sixth case appears to us, to prove nothing, except improper interfer- 
ence; for the pains were frequent, by Ids own confession,— “ this 
woman, when I arrived, had one pain only, in about* three minutes 
and an halt on the average; after the ergot began to have eifecl, the 
pains were incessant, and in three minutes and an half, she must have 
had thirty pains, and this caused a saving, of at least, lldrty lioui s." 

This is, truly, no less a strange, than a false calculation; in this 
country, we would very rarely wish tlie pains^'to be repealed oftenei 
than once, in three or four minutes; and experience lias taught us^ 
that it is the degree of force exerted^ by the uterus, Ihauis, the elli- 
cient cause of delivery, and not the frequency of its rontraclion. For, . 
every practitioner must have observed a* greater degree of a<lvance 
ment effected by a single pain in some instances, tlian by thirty, in 
others. In our opinion, one of the greatest objections lo the ergot, 
sometimes is, that it accelerates the contractions, without augment 
ing their force. 

Case 7th, Was a case of twins; the first child was still-born; cr 
got had been administi red “ by way of experiment,” but it failed to 
onable the uterus to relieve itself. After it was ascertained that then* 
was another child, the ergot was again given, and tliis child was boro “ 
alive, and healthy; it is, therefore, evident, ti.at the first chihl did 
not 4ic from the effects of the ergot. 

•"Case 9th, Purports to illustrate the agency ol the eigot, in dilating 
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the os uteri, thoiigli eight hoprs and an half were employed for this pur- 
pose. Now this cttcct, in ordinary cases, takes place long before 
•this time, without the agency of this medicine. 

Case loth, Clearly demonstrates the exciting powers of the ergot, 
but not its dilating powers; for the uterus was open some width be- 
fore it was^given, and was most probably dilatable at that moment; 
and when in this condition, its expansion is often but tlie work oPa 
few minutes, even whftn no ergot has been used. We say probably 
dilatable;’’ forbad itTjcen rigid, it would most probably have been 
recorded by Mr. M., as it would make so md^h for his theory. 

Case lull, Also shows vepy satisfactorily, the powers of the ergot 
upon tl\e uterine fibre, but not upon the mouth orthe uterus. 

Case I2th, Proves three things; first, bad practice; consisting in 
giving brandy and water; making the woman walk about the room; 
“and waiting five hours l^efore he relieved the uterus, when from all 
we can collect, it was as jiropcr to do so half an hour after he found 
llie ergot, had failed, as at the moment he performed the operation. 

Secondly, it proves that the ergot will fail occasionally, to excite 
iilerine action, in cases that appear most appropriate for its action. 

'riiirdly, it proves a veny valuable fact, that pustules may infest a 
chilli ill utcro, wliere no ergot has been administered. For the first 
child was born beibre llie ergot was given, and “it was covered all 
over with pustules about llie si/.e oJ* a silver penny, or rather blad- 
d(‘rs, as if scalded, with a purple state of the skin, the legs nearly 
black. ” The second child had nearly the same appearance; it was 
strong, and livcil four days. 

C-ase I.idi, shows that ergot cannot succeed, where the pelvis is 
much contracted, and it should never *be given in such cases. It 
also show's that eVeii einbryulcia is attended with great difficulty 
jind danger during the operatioi/; and that it may be followed by se- 
rious coiise([uences, though the woman may partially recover. 

Case I41h, shows a wanton use of instrument. 

Case 16th, proves that tlie ergot, when given in cases of rigidityy 
may occasion, as wc all believe in this country that it will do, a great 
deal of unnecessary and tinavailiiigpaiii. The child was notdelivered 
more than three liours after the exhibition of the ergot; and it had 
‘‘brought on such constant pains, that for more than two hours there 
W'as little or no intermission; it ' was indeed so great as to bring 
down the strength and exhaust even more than bleeding could have 
done.*’ This c:>se would have been treated by liberal bleeding in this 
count rv. , 

Case irth. shows that in a prcteniatural ])rosentation, when everj • 
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other circumstance is promising, the ergot may be given. This was 
a breech presentation, and would be ranked by Baudelocque with 
the natural labours; we would of course not give ergot in cases where* 
the child w^as to be turned, though this practice is warmly recom- 
mended Mr. M. 

The other cases given by our author, do not appear^ to ’require 
r^ark. In conclusion, we must say, that in so many pages, we have 
never known so lliany contradictory opinion^; so many dangerous 
practical precepts; and such unr^onable and! inveterate dislike to 
the forceps. And that^Mr. M. has not in one single instance proved 
what he so confidently purported to prove; namely, that the ergot was 
an efficient means ^to dilate the os uteri when ri»^id. And lhat he 
has not added one tittle to our knowledge of this substance, if we ex- 
cept the suggestion at p. 126, that milk, as a vehicle for the ergot, 
may render its operation more mild. 

the second work at the head of our last remarks, we shall have 
h to say^ it being confessedly a translation and al>ri(lgcmi‘nt ol 
Dr. Villeneuve’s work upon tlie subject of the ergot, and contains 
but little that is absolutely new. 

tn investigating his subject, the author takes occasion to remark, 
“that amongst all the different accidents caused by the spurred lyc, 
th^^reis no mention made in a positive and formal way, of any in- 
^^^ce of abortion or premature birth of any infant^’ dead or alive,*' 
This is certainly contrary to the common opinion entertained 
of-ISigift.suhstanGe in this country. A number of experimeids w e know 
were instituted with a view to determine this ([uestion; and oiir im- 
prejssion is, that it was ascertained tliat. the^ergot had u])on some of 
the inferior animals, the power of producing abortion. 

We can offer noXtiing positive ourselves upon this p()in^;yct a case 
of abortibti which fell under our notice led us to tlie belief that it wa^ 
produced by the ergot. A female was taken in violent pain, attend- 
ed haemorrhage, in the house of her sister. Her husband had been 
long time, and she became pregnant by an illicit connexion. 
Wishing to conceal her guilt, she applied to a plijsician, w ho gave 
her some powders which he said would effect abortion. After slie 
had taken several portions, she foqnd herself in the situation j^.'^ 
mentioned. As we were in attendance at her sister^s, we were sent 
for, and we found this, patient in Very violent and almost constant 
pa^^^Twitha considerable flooding,,, which soon after terminated by the 
e;E.|||A8ion of twins at about the fifth montli. During a lemporary ab- 
sei^e of her a^^r, she communicated h<T situation to us, and said 
^lere was a powder left, similar to those she had taken. W*' examin- 
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etl it; it proved to be aboift a drachm ol' powdered ergot. VVe admit 
, that this is not a positive instance of the power of this drug to produce 
abortion; it may have been mere coincidepce. 

Our autlior states upon the authority o^ Burghaudt, Jbat “ con- 
vulsive; er^otisme,” does not put a^top to the menstrual mix, p. 18. 
He traces the use of the ergot in labour, much earlier than we Ijad 
thought ft was knowr^. He states that R. I. CAj^REnios says that 
tlic women in certain parts of Gi||||pany, as early "as ins8, used this 
substance to accelerate parturii^ll, p. 20. ^ . 

The author prefers artificjal delivey^, to the use of the ei^f , when 
tlie lower extremities are presenting, and the paish^lAfflci^tly dilat- 
ed, p. 21). He oh^o appears to be of opinion, that this stdte 'of 
things, where blood-letting and the other means of depletion are in- 
dicated, the ergot, so far from proving useful, might be vety preju- 
dicial, by increasing the rigidity of the os uteri and nvuscular 
more especially if its use should be persevered in, and the subse qiil t 
doses augmented on finding the first ineffectual,” p. SI.'" 

The fidlowing observations merit some attention. “ It will be 
pi iident not to give the ergot to females, who, in their former l^ngs- 
in, have beert attacked with metritis or peritonitis, for fear of any.re- 
turn or relapsc^of tlicsc attacks; though, if we may trust to^. Bil- 
r. Aim’s report, he has seen this remedj^ given without the leant 
vcnleiice or bad consequences to women in Ijfthbur, even 
nitis was a prevalent complaint among females in ,cbild-lmi|»^’j|^ 

Tlic late Dr. Holuombe was of opinion that &e ergot preveiij| 
peral fever. • ^ 

He says lhat Dksc.ranoes “gave *1116 black external parf^^b^y, 
in doses of four w six grains, without any of the ipner subst^pcj^ii^nd 
that tliese sniall doses proved Cv^iial in effect to half a drachm of the 
'entire grains,” p. 42. 

He states that the* ergot has been used with more or less advantage 
m the following diseases: — 1st. As favouring the cxpulsioi^^t the 
placenta; 2dly, /is accelerating in cases of abortion, the expiipjE^bf 
tlic whole, or the remHaiit of the oyum; Sdly, as restraining uteriiic 
hcenionliagcs; 4thiy, as producing the expulsion of clots fripm .thc 
womb; and 5fllly, as being thc'incans of moderating the Ibchial dis- 
rharge,” p. 79. * . ■ 

This little work is concluded by a valuaj9|e tfjible from which 
appears, says, our author — * 

“Thai out ol‘ seven hundred and twenty cases whereiuJ^ spurred rye lias 
Mcen admini ;loiTiI, within our knowledg«fe, during 1^®^ — 

“ In the first i)larf% Six luiudrtd < aJc s of complete success; that is, where tlic 
Vl.*»Feb. .'2 
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foetus has been entirely expelled living or dead« at the full term or otherwisej 
either twin cases or single; circumstances which we have not been able to spe- 
cify in our table. 

“ Secondly, Five successful cases of the delivery of the placenta or secun- 
dines. 

Thirdly, Five successful in cases attended with uterine floodij;V£r deli- 
vep 

•• Fourthly, Sixteen of moderately successful, which are made up of certain 
caaeH where the erg^t has only excited for a certain \ime tlie expulsive pains; 
tho”deliverance being only accomplished natur:dly several hours after its cm- 
ployiB^t: and secondly,' 6f cases where, after having advanced the labour to 
UuLtpoint wh^re|^e application dC instruments became admissible, it was at 
leoi^ accomplished 6y those meaps. • 

"Fifthly. Eighty-two instances of complete failure, or Cases wherein thc-ergot 
produced po evident effect; that k to say, induced no return of the uterine con- 
tmej^ons, whatever might hlhre been the doses in which it was given. 

"S.ixthly, Twelve un&voura^^ mrfatal results, cither in respect to the mother 
child; attributed by the several authors to its immediate action, or to some 
scMittdary effect of the ergot; and of the futility of which wc have already given 
our opinion. 

"9q thftt upon the whole if results, that out of seven hundred and twenty in- 
stanci^a.whercin the spurred rye has been employed, there have been six hundred 
apd ten completely succmAi^ not comprising those of moderate success, which 
we omit^; so that the chances of success are to the chances of failure in the pro- 
portion at least of seven and a. half to one. Now then, as a similar result is but 
9M^y fyimi^hed by any CQ;er of the therapeutic agepts employed in cases of 
we may tj^erefpre- conclude, that no olher remedy can be com- 
p|ur^,;9SA either akto its utility or efficacy in bringing on safe delivery. 

as to the proportions between the number of times that the spurred 
rye has been employed, and the fatal cases which ar*! attributed to its use, (rc- 
Stdk'wjbich would.give only one wilucky case in sixty, ) this calculation is rediic • 
ed ^jmlptely to almost sero, considering all that has bc^n ah'cady advanced 
in itafavOur. ' , ■ W. P. D. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES., . 

1. Journal dcr Chwurgit and AugmltAiUcunde. Herausgegeben voo G. F. 4on 
Grjkfe^ M. D. &c. un(>Pii. von Waltbeb, M. D. &c. liter, 4 9tllcken : 
12tcr. band, StUck 1. •Berlin, 18^8. 

The Journal of Surgery and Ophthalmology, condSbtod by Graefe andMTaJtlier, 
has long mainbiined a disting^islicd character, and largely; ^jmitributed to the 
diffusion of medical knowledge. It is published quart^y, in numbers of 
160 to 170 ])agc9 each, is devoted to original communications^ reviews, and 
bibliographical notices, and is particularly remarkable fbr Uie the ori- 

ginal essays which it contains. As few of oyr rth^Csrs hate* access' tO the 
original, wc belieye it will prove an acceptable service io present an'^sJlfdytic 
notice of the numbers recently received and to make occasional extrikc^B^cim 
the most interesting articles. 

TIic first papers on pscudomoi^hosis, or morbid changes of structure'fi^m ex- 
cessive or defective nutrition, ikby Professor Ritgfcn.* tii great length, being'ex- 
tended to upwai*ds of two hundred pages, will prevent US flfom s^l^hg iUor^than 
its general character at this time. The waiter has drav^h up a digested systematic 
view of the actus^l state of knowledge upon the above-mentioned si^ject^ and 
Ills task is accomplished in a masterly manner. His divisions sure 
scientific precision, and his inferences from facts, de^c^'accordil)^^ 
rules of philoso])hizing. He gives minutely de^^ ^counts 
appearances, and conditions indicating and smcothpanyihg of 

structure in all parts of the body, in a strongly distinctive and clearlj^tla^iVssed 
style, which is especlally%dvantagcous to the reader. 

The second article is an account of the sAte of surgery toong the SibaHUn 
and Asiatic nomadie tribes of Russia,t and contains a eousiderable nun^er of 
curious and interesting particulars. • The following extracts will ^ow Chat the 
* writer has strictly adhered to truth, in saying that highly elevated as is the 
condition of surgery in Europe, "it is still entirely jin its infancy among the no- 
madic tribes of the empire, as well as the Russians in the remote pngions of 
this gigantic re:ilm, upon which the sun scarcely ever sets.”^ ‘ 

“ Iilood4etting,-^T\iQ operation of blood-letting holds a most disth^^ished 
place in surgical practice,* and to say nothing of its fabulous ctiscovery, was per- 
fojipicd 1180 years anterior to the Christian Era by Podalirius, on the Carian 
princess 6^;yms^^ho rewarded him with her hand for his successful cure. The 

* Uolier Aftoii)Ildiu9geD, Von Ht'rm Regienl^gjirath und Prafetfor Dr.’.Uj^gien zu Gfeuqu. 
t U<.'bcr den ;;ustand"(^ Wundarzneikuiist bei den Slbimeln&Und Adstbehen nomaden ToeliGerii, 
Rusalandq, VonJHerrn Dr. Heinrich Mailius, &c.% 

\ When it is noonday at St. Petersburg, it is thirty-nine minutes, fony-sU seconds past teSt^Vlfi^ 
at night at Tchiikoskoi Noss, which distance makes a differeiice of loiigitmteff eleven huM seTaB- 
tren minute's, thivc seconds. A watscha, or ^ St. aUi^KPaul, is 

thousand rv man miles, (equal to ten thousanff^hglish^) IVom a^Pettmliiirg- The ssdfit 
^Inn pr . II more than Imo montlis in going rhe loute.** 
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tiorllicrn diSLipli.s oi Chiron perform Uic operation on man and beast Avilh the 
same instruments. As in the smaller villages, where there is neither smitli nor 
other artizan, the Russian peasant of the distantVegions we treat of, buys at the 
basar the materials for his wagon, wheels, and other implements of husbandry, 
and makes his own dooi's, windows, locks, Sec. of wood, using little or no iron; 
the blacksmith of the larger parishes is the surgeon, dentist, oculist^ anc} instru- 
ment maker, all in one. !Prom his store of iron weapons, the. Medicaster selects 
suck ^ he deems app^piiate for each particular case. The operation^ of these 
rustic practitioners is, chiefly confined to bleeding, clipping, cauterizing, and 
swcMijCig, and in these practices, cJLpsely resemble theii* European professional 
If the first blegiding does not afford relief, it is repeated, in some 
^ ten or mo]^,^mes, rjust as sonjp of our bleeders do, until the 
pa:^eht U or dhad^ 

dr these Asclepia^es are in possessipn of an old^LIunt lancet, scalpel, 
bisthuiy^ or dissecting knife, which^all-powerful chance has thrown into their 
hands. That these instposjiiSjKts ^c^in an entirely singular condition, blunted 
and .from long nCf^loe„ one may readily concei\c. Frequent- 

ly, ja,i(trong, dduble-e^ed, steel needle, and sometimes a triangular 

pc^j^d kniiie are used. 

Am^g the Kalmucks, the surgeons use a sort of fleam called cliciyior. I'lu; 
opcrajtl^Js alf)0 petforni^d with a blade fastei^ to a handle. This is placed 

a tight ligature, and struck with a small iron 
I ^hen tht c^eMtion does not succeed, which is not, uncommon, it 
is f^eat^ until.the vpsifel js '&irly opiifMd, and the blood flows.”* 

Among the. Asiatic tfibes we also find an entirely original instrument for 
bl9<]Ml^ettingi>4t,cpnsisb i^; a sort of small cross-bow* the bow being of ivory, 

according to QM^orcc required. Instead 
mmir, a^pc^-sj^ped^h^ is placed upon it, and upon pulling the 

: sin^^ afid shortest method is used ^ the Kamtscliatkadalcs. 
^ect for tbCj operation either side of the ankle-joint. I'lie, patient 
\ naked fi|^cn <thc bp of an assistant; the opiTakjr tlicn, with a jiair 
|^i)oden ton^vprtwq siendef pipccs of wood, takes hold, of the skiii 
^ ;^where ^ visible, s6 as to form a fold, (somewhat as is 

done in thP bperaUnn' and then bores into the vessel with a pointed, 

ppUshed liiUe knife, otot WWt of Uiis, with a punch, awl, or packing-needh', 
or soo^^^er sharp cutting InatiUmcnt of iron or copper, or sometimes with the 
sharp''^^a9r of a flint or piece of agate, until a sufficient quantity of blood is 
obtaine(L ' 

Ze^iAes.-^ltie.inedh^al use of leeches is not unknown either to the Rus- 
sians, Tartars, or other similar tribes. These, fit'll,.. vampyres tofe 


ovcrl 
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than this is nf*rformed by saiior^oeWM^Iy. A thick glass 
»ike, and the keenest edged inpjmnical fragment is se- 
ll piece of stick. The nperatiolS Is othervt ise exactly like 
of the vessel is given with a small stick. It is said to be 
Ideo^ff with Mtjpdinary spring Inncrt, but fiom the brittleness of the glass 
iThe comn^der of a hi g in which ihe writer came finin tlie 
thatltkinii |vad bled tliive of the crew in this in^nnn . on ilu 
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^:niployc(l such persons as cginnot bear the sig^ht of blood, or as have been 
inspired with a very reasonable dread of blood-letting by the barbarous pro- 
^xsses of ihcir'-riistic surgeons.** “ 

The method adopted by these people to collect the Iccchcs is quite original; 
t]ic Iccch-catchcr strips and plunges into the brook or pond where leeches arc 
atuindant, and remains for a certain time, during which they i^eh^themselves 
in great numbers tq his skin. On coming out of the water, a* small quantity of 
table salt i^ applied to each leech, which causes it immediately to let*go« iSA 
the whole arc kept in a Vessel of water for future use. The mode ^ -which 
leeches arc preserved difring the winter appears to us to be <izceediagly 
of imitation, as wc frequently hear complaints of thei^fficulty ofkeepi^'l^^ 
during tlic cold season, which if ^le statement rela^jj|to these Rustuan tHbei$ be 
cuiTcct, this mctliod would entirely obviate. In tfaTe'mogth o^O^ber^a piti is 
dug i!i marl or clay in*the open air, and the sides and btittom made.4ui^ 
and smooth; tliis is filled with fresh river water, the leeches are 
and the whole allowed to freeze solidly. WhenevliJBt. the leechca’&^ ^wahtM 
-ror use, a piece of ice containing them ia.chapped Oi^t of^e pit^^apd is allowed 
to thaw gradually lin a cool place. Leeches preserved in tiiis 
tlic winter, appear to be muoh better, and to bite v^th gprCater greediness tillbi 
such as have been kept in a roc)m. » - >• 

Scarili cation and acupunctutl||ion are among the most common remethes pf 
the Asiatic tribes inhabiting the Russian steppes, as well as among. thC. neigh- 
bouring Siberians. The surgeons of thca<|tribes go SQhttd their district reguli^ 
twice a year, in the spring and harvesV^ perform l^eae operations. In coUcs 
and other alfectidhs of the bowels Uiey make hundrads pf punctures into the 
abdomen, with silver or wpper needles, with a yiew^^ aUoivring the oRbhding 
gases to escape. In phlbgmon and other circumsm^iCd 8wellingi|^*0ey^.j^tt Al- 
lure until a considerable quantity of blood is dischaigfldi |[A Othery^lli'and 
swellings, powdered sublimate, arsenic, or alum a^^sppKed^er thpipm^^'is 
discharged, or the surfacc^s dressed with chewed Circassiaitf tobacco. ' 
cations about the uvula and fauces, or unde%the sides of the tongue, are 
resorted to in cascs^f quinsey, dyspneea^ and other inflammatory afrectic^*.;l!to 
high degreesaof inflammation of the ejres, the lids are s^^fted with a snudl^nl^. 

, To diseases of tlie eyes, the inhabitants oS the Gre^t Stpppes, or desert plsins, 
are especially liable, from the license light reflected flppm.,ihe surface, as well 
as the fine dust blown about by the winds. As a protection against, ^these 
t‘\ils, some of them wear a sort of shade madepf S's^pofg^eenorblofl|p|ihise, 
or a hort of net-work made of sable’s hair. 

Inoculation for tlic small-pox is perfectly well known to these tribes, and mbst 
probably the knowledge of its advantages'is derived by^em from their nei^h- 
Ij^TRrs, the CbUmiie^ Every ten, twenty, or thirty yC^ th'C'' sn^-pox 
among them wiM^moat destructive violence, sweeping all the- ^prpte^ed. 

<< The mode i^iHiich the Mongol practitioners the^jpudhpox is 

very simple, lliej^eal or purchase some dff 

tancuusl}'^, atid make a small wound in^the pf^ oiP the hi|td orfbe^'or 

some other part of die body, and secure the sAj^-pox seah^^ a 
fresh wound. Thffis retained until J^CwWmer pu8ra||^t^^ 

fornic<\ .f an access of fever comes on, and is then ^ • 
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Gmsiaand Georgia, the inoculator makes a superficial crucial incision 
between the thumb and forefinger, about half|nd inch long. With the point 
of a knife, he then mixes, in a little box, the sniall-pox matter with blood from ' 
the wound, which he wipes up with a small wisp of cotton, and then re- 
peatedly applies the infected knife to the wound. The cotton is then placed 
over the wouih]^< ' whidh it irritates continually, being retained,. .by a slight 
bandage.’* , 

6^pihg b pexfimed variously among different tribes. Some exhaust the 
b btg^'and made of copper, over a hot £re; others make use of 
hl^Utisvijag a*" small hole at the Superior extremity, through which the opera- 
tor^W|plbtthe air by suqjfiQjij) and secures this opening, when sufficient cx- 
hauB&mw produce^ by h^i^ng a finger overiit, or by applying some sort of 
is pesfomed in precisely the same manner by many of the ne- 
this country, except that they use the ends of conical gourds for cups. 
The adual caut^ b used extensively lunong some of these tribes, as is the ap- 
plieatioQ'of mbxa^ In daMs'bf infiammataon and irritation from spider or scor- 
pion Mte^ '^%Ottnd b jfeiM cauterized with a hot iron, and washed witli " 
oil or butW niilk in irocfc a' i|>ider has been crushed. Should this treatment 
be hftefilicient, the patient is placed on Ms back, and made to drink as much sweet 
mi]k as;he can get down. nS b then stowed in a chest or basket, which is sus- 
pendM W'tWO ra^s to t strong hook, and swuii^ by assistants for four or five 
hoQlf^ d^ve basket is turned circidarly until the ropes ai’e closoly twisted, and 
tb^' allowed to unwind ittipidly; both^pse modes produce fainl!hess and nau- 
sea ibllo wed by' vomiting and sweating, which completes the cure. 

The third papeif is an imeount of the extirpation of a paro&d gland by ])r. 
COiities^ef The gland was in a schirroua^te, enlarged and stiid> 

de4 Cjtifout'prtHblidhnicea of the size of alf^. It was successfully 

With^llbelOss of fivm two to three ounces of blood, and the blccd- 
umtdj^iftaiiti' tiuti; it was not necessary to apply a ligature. I’he 
whoik^Hland was rembved, and weighM one ounce, ixnc grains, being of a cal- 
l^^bildness throughoqt. When tke last incision was made, the patient started 
jthe seat and exclahned loudly; saying afterwards tl'at he tlicn felt as if 
an shock had striick ti^vttgh that part of his head. lib Ikc'e on the side 

opei^tedr was a coitsIderaBle degree, and remained so after 

he was restored to Co^s makes udme remarks on this paralysis, 

and 'Starting of bis piltient at the conclusion of his operation, yet never 
once to ftie iiAifiedbte cdlbie of it, the division of the trunk of the portio 

dura wibd seventh pair; and to judge from hb paper, he, is perfectly unac- 
quainted witb the admbablq researches of Charles Btll rebtive to this nerve. 

The same practitio^^^ves an account of a case of abdondl^ dropsy, rcs^t- 
ingJgeun protracted org&ic disease, in which the patient, forty years 

ti^jied, Ww^n'the 24th of March of one ycarj aij^Wd 20th of Sep- 
tei#je^6f ye y^tne times, and Jfve Ai 0ond sixty-nine 

‘ " an accUilml^l; %ceratlo^ of the intestinal vcanal' in nervous 

feVj^^(^MH|ped fbom the ofiicHd repo^of Dr. W sserfuhr,^^ staff military sur- 
gCoin^l^PR^ casqUlpti^lpIdfl, pilieiEtmead of this disease were fou^d to have 
uTciSrations in the jejunum as far down as the ccecum. The reporter stat».^ lhal 
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tlie disease was not properly a^nervoiuyfever, as the nervous symptoms only oc- 
curred towards tlie conclusion» wl^t appears to still qaorc remarkable is 
»his statement that tlicre was no^^ence of enteritic disease or gastric fever dur- 
• ing- the illness.* We can readily admit that the patients may not have shown 
obvious indications of acute gastritis or enteritis, but it is. next to ii^po^ble, if 
not entirely so, tliat such morbid actions should be going Olivia W intestinal 
mucous membrai^. without affording eiddence of its e^&tence by the derange- 
ments of /unction produced. The so called *.*newou8 s^ptpill^^ must^hflve 
been preceded by others equally the product of this veiy inflamma^ttQr Auc- 
tion which strongly resdhibles the dothineot^^s of recent French wriiteBi^pin 
dissection the blood-vess^ of the intestines, were to be in a cOhMSid 

state, and pustules and ulcerations occupied the.j Mt ftUin> especially ift md Vi- 
cinity of the coETCum. These vai-ied from the Qpa t8 that 

they.ncvcr perforat*^the bowel, but were situated ih the 
their edges were rounded, and examined against lights r€B- 

sels were seen running towards the ulceration, giadtii^y thlckaW^^w, ];ajrt^ 
• The pustules were most numerous in thA neighhd^llhood of th^i||^^ 
sisted of spongy, «tliickened, insulated poitipns oKjAiltoil^, bi 

their most advanced stage formed the idcert. * . ' 

The ensuing paper is a vety interesting account, of a ca^, in which a huge 
portion of the calf of the leg.n[|^ tom off, and leumon was |||crwsi^Jp^rf^ 
obtained. It occurred in the pi^ticc of Dr. Grbschner of SpreloSeig^ 
was engaged a companion in carf;$^ timbers fpr a feeding. W^eliellt^ 

engaged in moving a beam, carrying ^Pend of it;, having both hui^ bekihd 
him, and sustaining the load about as fa%h ^s his Imiu^ WOthgV.piece of timber 
fell across that they were carrying, and struck the endt.yihlcnt|jr ftomt^s glClp. 
flic sharp corner of struck him about^!i^hd’s,.hp^|d]W the 

bend of the knee, and tore down the integument Cndj^ ^llffsti^n^'^^^ — 
mis muscle, nearly to the tendo-achillls. The breadtii i^the 4ap abi 
wards of three inches, b^low it was held to the limt ^‘scarcely 
breadth of integument alone. The persons |rho conveyed.,1^ man to 
had re-applied the^ap of flesh, but^to check tl^ bleeifil^ had washed,.!^^ 
with brandy^ and wrapped it ip cloths wet with the jnme. Dr. Gridjjdthjei^ re- 
, mJled these and applied adhesive Straps. The.pi^(^^did'Well fork fCvp cliys, 
but soon fell very low, and at^length hsd regiiW and night sweats. 

I'i Tiding little prospect of adhesion, D]r, G. made.^ of sutures and f WSsjbi^to 
stimulate the integument to a higher degree of tlction, adminiiterihgll^ie pa- 
tient at the same time Peruvian bark in considerable quantity, and 
diet. To his gp’eat satisfaction adhesive inflainmation tpok place, and the whole 
mass became firfply united. If the violence of theaho^ to the limb be-recol- 
leeted, and that the mass of the gasti'ocnemia^etacl^ Wi^ to„^Wve 

its clrciilatiol^lli^rivcly, through little more thanhi^Sn inch ofi|^CJ(ij^nt 
at the inferior ^ira^ a lowe^ extremity, wo msy ^ y triudiph 

of considerable magnitude. The patient waa k^|nixesi|^ his^business on ^e 
Iwenty-ninth day after the accident,^ not wi^lSjlpmiiig the . i|tietuati^& of 

liealth he h.ad undergone in that time. 




* ** Syip*-' jnif finer Untei'leibscntzueiidung ^^tesk liefii nidlVj§ 

If jbe» .nc Febris gastricu iiicht zu ver rrkennen war.** 
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Dr. F. A. Von Ammon, surgeon tatlie Dresden Institution for tlie Blind, next 
iiidkes some observatioi^'upon congemtal central cataract, which are of consi- 
derable pracitical interest. We have not rom to give more than the followini^ 
extracts. 

** The central cataract, as a cpngenital morbid condition of the human eye, 
consists of a jAjirply, drcumscribed, central cloudiness o/.tha anterior 

(;^psule of t)^ once fmrmed, does not increase^or diminish, and 

is.^fl^to occasional opacity of the middle of the lens 

o(^ capsuled dlt^C'llatter the limits of the commencing cataract are never prc< 
on the oth^^jhand the transpa^Acy of the capsule in con- 
b^Ms iihaiediately along si^ of the white central spot. 
1 had an oppem^ty oS dissect! ng^e eyes of a foetus having tlie 

ct; bach^tlni^rfound it to be a whil^e central spot on tlie anterior 
i capsule of the lens: biit neither with tlie n9il^:d eye, nor with tlie 
alii could |Jiy clevatip be discovered; the central catai-act 

apj[>ear^ lihe leitooma of |the cornea; difli^nce of density was the only 
peieepdtde c^erence hetm morbid spot in the centre and the clcai' 

paj^ were from children bom aboiA fourteen days bc< 

time; one of them lived for aome hours after birth, the other was siill- 
boml trace of the membrana pupillaris; the crystalline 

opposite to it, but of a ffij^Jdish colour, which commonly 
time.”. 

Von Ammon connders this cbn{|^tal cataract as very inexplicable, and at- 
tethpts to account for its occurrence b^'lApposing that a partial adhesion may take 
place between thecurface of the pupBhby membrane and the iftiterlor face of the 
capsule wlucbwiiism whmithe membrane in the lattof months of utero>gcstation 
is l^incyed. _,8!^O|k0''regards this as a mer^l^^othesis, since in all the 

t^c!|iip hfo most carefully examined the membrana piipilla- 
* has in. which the centre was not already perforated. We 

;o pasii dyer mariy interes^g observationy connected with this sub- 
1 Cjwntent o^elyes with st§ting Dr. Von Ammon’s reasons for objecting 
^j^eiation upon ^is congenital cataract. This is of fnorc importance, as 
oppositij^'jbn'thfi' advice of Dupuytren, who has rccopamcnde^lic 
nt in '1jSiB^Sffw(as when the whole crystalline capsule is opa^c. , 
surgeon appear to us perfectly satisfactory, 
aiJ^g yr^h are ^e iwow^ilgj. The ^ngenital central cataract docs not cii- 
visfon, it; the patient is not blind, hut 

short||p|i^. In time Kc bttcomea accustomed. to a more iCcute examination of 
objei^ and fqr near o^es g!^in ^ tplprably good yight, so tliat at lenglli the 
ceirtrid. eloudmesB- is Afl feyg arded. ^ no one can answer, to success of an 
op^Kon, undc^-sofsfniPmnstances it should not be done. the surgCTTn 

the contral|ldicati(^, to operation, 

^^^'^^still the eye, long accustmi^^i^ the peculiar 

|„aw w|[foh.lMj||M|^ this affection, will be brought to rclin 
ai1iM|l^^.in th^ negative, then not only Vill nothinj> 
at with tne partiuly obscimi^'anterlc'' portion of the capsule, the 
thrownJBof its natural ijosition, &c. 

Seeding' ar^^mS'upon the ^i^cct of chronic Urcttiit, by Sime- 
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ons of Ileppcnhcim, and describes with great minuteness the symptoms and 
mode of treatment. The diseasftoccurs most commonly in females Who ha^e 
ceased to menstruate, or have men previously much subject to rheumatic, 
g*outy, or syphilitic aflTections, though it is by no means confined to the seat. The 
treatment necessarily consists of topical or general bleeding* according to cir- 
cumstances, 4ind tl^e use of antiphlogistic regimen throughout^' IMvS* is dispos- 
ed to consider belMonna as a medicament of inestimable value in dis ey y pf 
the eye, anti in connexion therewitli he has some obsbrvalions upon the 
existing between the iris^and retina, the brain and gangfioi^, lyMem/f ‘ 
dcring too closely on the sublime to be veiy'^telligible* though we be 
means nothing more than tb' give a better Solinding^lfn^ to that whicho 
mortals call sympathy. • ^ 

Dr. Simeons also relates an instance of luxation OT^ieVeitebrsC^vt 
peculiar interest; the^patient fell from a tree top, about 
ground, and was taken up insensible. When he first saw bjnt 
extended from the eighth dorsal vertebra to the loins, and conc^ml^^.U^ rUla- 
fions of the boncs.^ The patient had recovered hissei^s, and df a 

weighty pain along the spine; he lay ih a Very dkbaulsted cbtimi3dhs^.;iTO 
quontly fainted. Neither urine nor faces had been diUchergedsince hisfel(&d 
from the place of the swelling downwards all sCtfsibility aiid^j^pwtf bf* motion 
w'ere lost. The accident occurri^ on the 16th Match, 1827. the4th pf Jhiihp, 

when Dr. Simeons supposed this unfortunate patient to have been l^g nii^- 
hered among tlfb dead, he was request^^by the ‘magistiam of the village to at- 
tend to him, as the surgeon under wHoile care he had 8eeh had oeased to pre- 
scribe. He founcf this object of oompasnon wasted, pale, and^'biifeebled ^to an 
extreme degree. Severe ^ains in the loins, belly, apd uppim- extremities de- 
prived him of rest and idepp. From the crest of JKilin doW ft w a wls fteie Was 

not tlic slightest sensibiliiy to any sort of irritation, tkOr die feast pow^^J^ mp^ 
tion. The urine and faeces were passed unconscfoui^f 43ie urine 
dropping, but the faeces were frequently retained fbr elghf^r ten daytf^'ij^ i|i- 
petite was almost entirely lost. On the left giutaeus, (the patient had. consb^li^ 
reclined on his back!slightly turned to the left side,) there was a rounded dipiljy 
eight inches ill diameter, and three jn depth, which,, ftom the putmdfetfeu Of 
*the muscles and tendons, caused an insupportable btettCh*. , A smalleifaodlltt^ 
superficial destructive ulcer wassrituated over thel^ bfeciuiiter. Astheweil- 
ing over the spine was now diminished the vertebrW wOre in a condition tO.be 
examined, and the following observations were' dll^e. The efeVesl^j^Mil 
vertebra was throv^i backwards about half an inoh/the twelfth aboufl;%ttarU|r 
of an inch, without any lateral displacement. Between the spinous proe^ 6f 
th^ast dorsal and^ first lumbaf vertebra there was a spi^of an incii 
and the first Ipmbliir vertebra was displaced half an iifcft 'towards the l^ft^^o. 
I'he spines of the seccftid, third, and fourth lumbar vertebrae, 'Were \€I^Vr& an 
inch and a half backwards, forming a gradual proj^^on, wluch graduai^loped 
again to the level of the spine. No fracture cbji|^m^disCoyeredby tlie touch, 
but on moving the body a grating wasp erceptiG^f the paifient felt" lio pain Itiom 
the examination. 

Not wilhf landing this appai'ently h^||^S8 conditimi^jr. &neoiis 
nestlv work, had his patient kept as clean as possro^^proved his didt, 2hd 
No. VI.— Feb. 1829. 53 



418 bibliographical Notig$s. 

S 

regulated hi^ buwcls as well as the nature of thp case would admit. He causeil 
the jl^fbrlor extremities and course of the spine to be rubbed with most power- 
ful stimulants* and administered stimulants intSimally. Once he gave the patient 
a grain of phosphorus in four scruples of naptha vitriolata* and produced such a 
discharge of bloody urine* and such dreadful pain in the region of the bladder, 
as to convince him of ^ impropriety of this medicine. After th^t* for a long 
time, he took twenty drops of a mixture of oil of cloves with <^e drachm of nap- 
th|^^j^ftriol. ^he poUetity' improved in appetite; his ulcers grcw«bcttcr, tlie 
sin|Si9|er one by the end of August was able to change his position 

in^^^by the aid^of a cord from the ceiling. By the *month of December he 
w^Sble to sit upon the sjjjie of his bed with bis feetnpon the floor for an hour 
at a m. The diseased on the buttocl^was diminished onc-half, though 
anethexjK^Uer ufeer J^ad tiken place over the right trochanter. Strength and 
di restored to a remarkable degree, and in tlfhreondition file patient 

was ^^^in.jfu&uaiy, 1828, with a fair prospect of still farther amendment. 

We pass by Dr. Von Walther’s reply to an attack made upon him by a writer 
in Vieniia, because such ,writings have no place in this journal, and should not 
appear* at all. If a candkL inquirer after truth be assailed b^^the scurrilous cri- 
ticism^ one ignorant of the subject on which he writes, and solely solicitous 
to an envmns or malignant disposition, there is no reason w'hy he should 

capdpS$^d,to noWe such ag^g^ssion; as all wltb arc qualified to judge of his 
do him justice; and as to those not competent to judge, their opt 
niopit lire'bf no impoctance. « 

6r. Weber, of Bonn, has furnished a Vciy good paper upon the most import- 
ant parts of the human eye, accompanied by an excellent colbured plate of the 
parts, he- most diihutely describes. This paper is a critical examination of the 
minute anatoniy of the. eye, in which Dr. Weber paaNms in review tlie obser^^a- 
tions of Rttysch, Saimnering, Jacobs, Meckel, &c. and indicates from his own 
anatl^^Em^ researejw various errors which have passed into currency among 
ocw^V.The observations of Dr. Wcher are very creditable to his talents, and 
he is practically acquaii^fed with this very important subject, 
'^[^'paper of professor Mayer, of Berlin, consisting of ojsservations and ex- 
periments upon upas, with a review of Dr. Horsfield’s remarks on the same sub- 
statice, is replete with interesting matter. *But from the little probability that . 
our readers will either Jimve an opportunity of yaking similai* experiments, or 
a di^osition to introduce this substance into practice, were it to be prociu'ed, 
we shall- not say more in relation to this memw. In tlie succeeding number 
Dr. MEayer has some observations upon retroversion of the Vomb, tlie cicatriza- 
tion of the womb after successful Cxsarian section, a^d congenital dropsy of the 
ovaries. The cicatrizi^tiop of the womb, he remarks, has rarely been examined 
after Cxsarean seet^n had been successfully performed. ' He thereforcTTe- 
sciil^S tiie, condition qf a preparation added to the anatomical cabinet of Bonn, 
taken from the body of a wpman, who, eight years previous to her death, had 
supcessfiilly endured the Ca ^ jff ea n operation, by which tlie life of herself and 
chG^hfdbeen preseryed. we operation was performed by Hofhith Vclten, 
in Aft^h, furnished the histg^ of the ci e. The distance from Ihc 

tinder pdgg^PTmc symphiri^ pubis to tiplpromontory of the sacrum was scarcelj" 
twe Ppendli inches; fh<? patient was thirty-six years old. The abdou.“vii wa*' 
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Opened in the linea alba, and tlic inciaion through tlie womb extended five 
inches downwards. During* the division of its parietfes the womb did not "con- 
tract in tlic slightest degree. infant, a stout boy, and the placenta were 

removed from tlie womb, without any remarkable hxmorrhage ensuingl^erhaps 
not more tlu»i a pound altogether. From the difficulty of hinnging the now 
greatly relaxed abdominal parietes together, it was nec^ptoy to resort to stitches, 
and this is said to have been the most painful part bf the opcfation* 
patient, when questioned after her recovery aeto her feeluijj^ durhig 
ralion, stated, that the sensation caused by the incision Ihroti^ the d^^^en 
rhe could only compare to what would be produced by drawing a red ho| ||^e 
over the skin. She assured us that the incision thi^x^ygh the WOmb 
cause her the slightest degree ofipain.* In^he of*Ma\% three mdnt^" af- 

ter the operation, the wounds were endrely healed^ andsmother andM^ en- 
joyed the best healtlil * ' 

Eight years after she died, and the uterus was examined by 
who found it in the following condition ^ O'' 

“The uterus had perfectly regained its natural fbnn and co|y^btenee»'‘ The 
length of the womL, ftem the superior part of the fuhdudlo thfredge Ofithean^ 
tcrior lip of the os uteri, was two incha^ Seven lihes, (French,) long. "The di- 
ameter, from the insertion of one fallopian tube to the other^pne inch^ tbn lines. 
On the external surface of thb anterior wall of the uteruB, dllC place the/ih- 
cision through it was indicated by a furrow about ohe<^ourih of an Inbh knig. 
The pcritoncufti adliered firmly to the instance of the womb at this polnt^ Pnd 
covered the furrow above-mentioned. The edges 6f the wound thrmigh the 
uterus were extrem^ conti'acted and drawn inwards; the cicPtrix oii the inner 
surface was two lines and a half long. It here prhjCctbd into t&e cerfix utqri, 
and commenced by a depression a line and a half broad. The aiitexiOr wall of 
the womb in the vicinity of the cicatrix was three lines tbick^ the poster op- 
posite thereto, four. I'lie mouth of the uterus was natural; but a lohlpi^in, 
flcsliy polypus dcpciided^om the cervix. The fkllopian tube and ovsajTv^jAe 
left side wore natural; on tlie right side tlie tube and ovary were grphri^^O- 
gether. Several cieatrices appeared on the ovaries. From the foregoing de- 
scription it appears that as no new foimedmass occupied the place of ,l£e wc^i^ 
•made in tlie uterus by the Cssarean section, but the edg^s were directiy Uij^d, 
the union took place either by the first intention, or the intermediate subs^'ce, 
if such had existed, was subsequently absorbed.’* . , ' 

AVc pass over a long and weH written paper by tor. Fest, of Potsdl^QV <on 
fracture of the patqjla; with a description of a new apparatus, &c. to soriie pa- 
pers by Dr, Camcrer, of Langenau. The first of these is a case of dry gangrene, 
occ^irring in a patient sixty-five years old, which Was jnicceflsfuUy trea^d by 
Pott’s method;. It is true that spirits of camphor and various simil^ rem^pi^cs 
were administered, bu! the large doses of opium appear to havebbcn the' im- 
mediate agent in effecting the cure. •'Opium was also externally ajiplM to tlie 
gangrened extremity in form of linam^t, and,'i£jpr. Camerer*s opinion, with 
much benefit. Ilis second paper is on th| treatment ofpannus, especially whcnoc- 

• Htini T*V III d(n ri'-rii .i lli-.f die Venieh^tiiag, das» sie daTon n^t den 

MuiiiN * .^chilli ) / cMipfuiMlr 11 linbi’ ' 
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cuiriDg in scrofulous subjects. lie had a patient, ^ young man of seventeen years 
old,i ‘ever the whole of whose eye a dense mass of blood-vessels were enlarged, 
so as entirely to obstruct the sight, and even to prevent the eyelids from being* 
properlfislosed. ffis treatment consisted of free purging by means of calomel, 
jalap, &c» and tl^ application of leeches to the lid. When the inflammatory 
engorgement vat reiUoTed^ the cornea was found to be opaque; by persevering 
in th^' application af^tasjh^ftiiietic and cantharides salve behind the' ears, keep- 
in|(||)i^. a constant^MbiV^ opacity of the cornea entirely disappeared. 

in the flmt part of July, and by the 10th of January, 
v*ftan was perfectly welL The tliiiti paper of Dr. Camerer, 
is ^tppount of a Ihtal casp of spontaneous luxation of the cervical vertebrae. 
Thn^|liy^nt,va8 a woman' of sixty years old, w^o for three montlis had experi- 
encod^Mi sqyere pain in the head, and a stiffness of the neck, which, 

hove^^i^'j^ not prevent her from attending to her uStrnl occupations^ At 
length^^e^pplied to a^aujgepni who applied leeches, bled her, and put a l)lis- 
ter to thehebliL The pain continued to increase, daily, until it became so dread- 
ful that abb soff^ed aloud on the slightest motion of the head. On the 21st' 
of Julj^ 1^. Ci.'Who pi^scribed for her very jifidiciously, regard- 

ing the;4K8|^ee8 ansSgoos to4ie morbus coxarius. But aU treatment was in- 

grew worse, suffering horrible pain, and at 
lei|g||b^|{4^^^ pttit)rseA insensible, and expired. 

i^hll^fWelHng ocCiipied the space between the* first and second vertebrae, 
and the heck was bent.dowiiwarda to the left side. Throughe.it the disease 
the patient experienced an exceeding difliculty of swallowing, which Dr. Ca- 
merer properly attributes to the injury done to the glosso-phaiyngeal nerve. 
This tymptom ii ibimd unifbrmly to accompany this xa^ but dreadful aflection, 
and according tu lljhicbalft, {quoted by the writer,) wICo wrote in 1747, and had 
witness^ such ii^described by Hippociates and Galen as indicative of 

thediaepse. Ih^caae ettylgded by Mauchait, riiis difficulty of deglutition 

was Q^particularly renuv 

l^t SchUtte, next^ relates a east of infiapfnation of the caput gallinaginis 
urethrati produced by riding on a badly constructed saddl^. The symptoms, 
to a considerable degree, resembled ttose pf gonorrhoea, except tlfat the severe 
bundfig pain was felt deep<m the peilmeum, and produced great distress, the » 
inflammation extendii^hot fte'^eck of the bladder and prostate gland, and of 
necessity causing pain dhrii^ mouation of the bowels, &c. The urine wjis of 


a brownish colour and 'uncohmionly fetid, mixed with a thickish, pus-like mucus. 
A thick, tenuous slime, mixed with blood, was discharged in considerable 
quantity during the. night. Dr.-S. saw him a month after the disease began, 
and fbund him so mu^h^i^duced that he ordered him a nourishing diet, Veni- 
*0^ opiates at night. For diink, barley-water, &c. only m^i- 
cine Used 4^tl|. immediate reference to the urinary orgafls was a decoction of 
theiuvAund. Externally, a decoction of oak bark, with a small quantity of 
br^idyi;. applied by means of cloths, cold, to the perin 2 eum; warm applications 
ma»-th e gro ptoms worse. He recoverid entirely in three or four months. 

relates a case of siuprcssio sen. mis resulting from inflam- 
prostate, and deferent tulA. This disease occurred ui a labour- 
iA'g*ifllln, who had worked in a marsh for two day.s, standing in water iq/'to his 



BibUographical Notices. ^ 


knees, with naked limbs. He yras married, and though he had proper erec- 
tions, and coition was followed by the usual pleasurable sensations^ no emission 
tdolr place. On examination from the rectum, the prostate was found to be 
tumid, and the surrounding parts inflamed. He was treated Ihr ^ inflamma- 
tion, kept upon a light diet, and requested to abstain from .sexq^ intercourse. 
Leeches wcr^^applied to tlie perinaeum, and citrine ointment, with sal 

ammoniac and extract of dcuta were aiteiwaids,mbbed)hpQii^tte same 
In five weeks the prostate liad nearly regained its natuialait^h^tlkl^ 
charge followed connexioh. Dr. Schiitte then ordered «n tip<^dh 
cnetic, which was persistid in for eleren, days* This ioMnedistely cau8edgb|t 
pain, and an excessive discharge of mucus; On the agventb of its 

tlon the ejaculation of semen in c^itu was fbund te lb .perfect^ natural ^^An 
infusion of bitters, and a solution of sal -ammoniac were ^no&ditiG^. 
view of giving tone to tile stomach and removing the remalbmngeiljla|^^^ of 
the prostate. The patient was entirely eestored tOihealtb. / ’ ' 

‘ In the first number of Vol. XH. there are many papers of intojr^^^ IOme- 
ter, particularly Dr. Grxfe's repost of the condition tee suigicaT^d'c^hthal* 

mic institution, an^Dr. Hopfer’s dbaemtions on dttirpatkc^ 

Dr. Wolff has a veiy good article on auppressbn^afbe and pqnctuib'i^^e 
bladder, which we mention curaoiily, in order to dkpreMJmopi^aop^^^ 
a considerable experience, and k carefiil ezaminatibn^of si»$’''^op^n4^ 
believe that the proper method of puncturing the teider almolt^iifl'^- 

cumstances, is by cutting down to the membranous'p^ of tee urethn^ nearly 
as in the operation for lithotomy, and opening tee nedk of tee bladder* ^ This 
at once gives the Virgeon the opportunity of passing the c^teeter and-ktite- 
drawing the urine through the natural passagei ahd^aflMa the patieht the 
best chance of speedy rec^iy. It is true^ teat it may be a htQe mm painful 
to the patient, and demand tateet more anateihical Imiflddgei of the practi- 
tioner; but he who professes to' be a surgeon, and htt^ni^^Sj^tomical know- 
ledge cnougli to cut safely^om to the membranous part of the urethra and 
neck of the bladder, disgraces by hia ignoranee the title he assumes. 

Dr. Lbwenhardt h^ dbmmunicated a method of checking the profuse bleed- 
ing wluch frecfUently ensues from leech-bites, wluch is as single as it is success- 
fill. It IS with a fine needle and thread tadraw thoedges of tee little wounds 
together; the thread being passed through thecutbib eifly, gives no pain; and 
the bleeding is at once suppressed. A small quantity' ofpowdered alum drop- 
ped on the surface of a leech-bite, will also check the bleeding very quickly, 
but it causes considf lable smarting, which, in mmy cases^ it would he to 
.avoid, • ' ‘ 

Wc have thus given our readers some idea of thecont^tsof (a^aefbsnd Wal- 
thcr% Journal, of necessity, the sketch is imperfect, A vast .apiount tf in- 

teresting matt^ has nor been remarked, because not imnmdkd^pjNu^^^ in 
Its bearing, though well worth perusing by those who have access tei tee origi- 
nal. Hcreaflcr we shall keep up a cuirent report;^ the labours of our highly 
respected German colleagues, and slialltherefore in future have itin' our power 
lo give more ample details from their wrings. 


J. D. G. 
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2. A Practical Treatise on the TyphiA or Adyhamic Fever. By Joun 

M. D. Licentiate of the Uoyal College of Physicians^ London, &c. &c. &c. 
London, 1828. pp. 248. 8yo. 

Of the present book, the medical critics will form veiy different, and many 
of them, opporite judgments. The Broussrian will find nothlpg* to support 
his views, a,nd w^H^&relbre throw aside the book as periling to the darker 
agfl^ of Oullenian will be startled at some admixturg^of modern 

iMesy, whilii l^^^plauds the divisions of. fever, and the general tenor of the 
booki and thefbClokrers of our ilhiatrious Rush wiU look in vain for those luci- 
fei^^ teim^ unity of feigir, excitability, stimulus, &c.; but tlie true eclectic in 
medicine find in it much to commend; and, ^at unlike most other books, 
its, &ult IS bsevity. 

9;ii&ar observes, that all the notions which hd^e* been set forth con- 
cen^g fever appear to him prejudiced, or vagpie, and undefined, serving only 
to perplex and embarrass.**^ This is most certainly true, and must continue to 
be so while medical writers indulge their imaginations rather than exercise thch- 
memc^i^and ihus, instead of patiently telling us how to cuf e tute^ cekriier, el 
yti)siiiidlr, a. 'cettain state of the system udth a certain group of consequent symp- 
toms, Vun into "wild theories concerning remote and proximate causes, be - 

oven thrir own imaginations with a confusion of transitoiy spectres, 
vanish in the light of experience. All these inventions, ^esii he^ie 
traiaaity tilts author has fo|* the most part avoided, and has endeavoured to give 
us a plain transcript of Wbathe saw, and what may be seen by others, in the 
old-Ashioned style and manner. His book is evidently copie*d from nature. No 
man who has become acquainted u4th typhous fever can fail to recognise tlie 
disease in the pages of Dr. Bume. Not only theref^ ought his history of this 
fever to be faithfidly studied and confided in, but his opinions on controversial 
points ought to biwe a mim than ordinary claim" bn our acquiescence. 

Ofir 'author sets out. by advbicating the old divisiomof fevers into typhotis and 
inflammatory^ a division which the.writeroFthis article has long considered as 
of the first importance; and one tiiat might have saved ihe lives of thousands, 
had it been duly studied befilre the pl^eva}ence of typhus pneumdnoides in the 
United States. The upitarian doctrine of fever is a mere bubble of the imagl^ 
nation that ought to be bl6^ aside without further notice. It was the cmbryti 
production of a g^eat mind that was unfortunately lost in combating the very 
disease that would certainly have taught him more correct views. Wc remem- 
ber with sorrow how much this doctrine of unity embarr^^d our early prac- 
tice, pjBrticukrly in the treatment of typhus pncumenoidcs; and how wc conti- 
nually struggled. with difficulties, until we escaped from the trammels of educa- 
tion, and found instruction in the school of Cullen. ^ 

The old Word typhus our author has thought proper to abandon, because it 
has not been used in tiie same sense by ah" writers since the days of Hippocrates, 
and.k therefore liable to misconception. Of the necessity or the utility of this 
cdiahge we ara by no means convinced, mil physicians, wherever English books 
are read, saps to understand thoroiigbM what is me^nt by idiopathic typhus. 11 
is tra#:tlmp|nany of them extend the tern to the dying stage of olln i* fe 
veK— soalso may they 'abuse any substituted word. Nor is the fcrliS which 
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Dr. B. has brought forwaiil cnticcly free from the very objections which he al- 
leges against typhus. Adynamic is by no me&ns new, but on the contrary, ha.s 
bben applied extensively, and to fevers, too, which are not typ}tous. We arc 
nut among those who fancy that names are of no importance— ^liay, we should 
be rejoiced to see the old ones remiun undisturbed till some be invented 
tliat are indisputably better, and at least free* frbm all th# objections that lie 
against the first. 1 smoke or smoulder/ is highly obMctcristic of this 

ver, and scorns to distinguish it at once from the open bhm^of 
aS'uva.fjnA merely expresses & want of power which is too eomnm^bit andln^^ 
other diseases. If, thercfol-e, we look to.’the etymology of tbh words, we should 
decidedly prefer the first. ^ 

The author’s title, adynamic fe^er, *Us intended; tc include the put& ma- 
lignant fevers of Sydenham, tlie slow nervous fever of Huzhaxn, (certainly his 
putrid malignant fever sAso,) the nervous fever of common langfhige^'^ldie lyn'o- 
chus, the typhus mitior and gravior of Cullen, the jail and hbspm Ittvet, the 
jievres essentieUes of the French, the epidemic of tlito Irish writ^/ the conta^ 
^ious of Bateman, the typhus of Dr. Armstrong, and the proper, {dlopatilic, or 
essential fever of Df. Clutterbucl^*^ This is precisely aaitahould con- 

iines the term within its proper bounds. In brief, hC' means to deng^tl^'the 
typhus pctechialis of Cullen in its two varieties, gfamor and This sub- 

division, however, he abandons, and describes the crease" under ibur de|yees 
of violence in a veiy lucid and intelligible manner. Dr. Armstrong’s frmbius di- 
vision, which has made so muck noise in the worlds Shd has been so extensively 
applied to other diseases, he does not notice. To this inde^ there are so- many 
wcM'glity olijectioiis* that we are glad to find this practical writer, and 

fiitliful delii>eator of nature, has abandoned them^ 

In his etiology the author brings forth nothing new. ^ He supposes that the 
fever results from a certain debilitating ing^Ination of the blopd, which is de- 
l ived from the breathing of an:impure atmosphere. 

In Ills palhology he is aupodvocate for the old doctrine of idiopathic fever, 
and firmly bedieves that the disease has no local seat or punctum salicns; and, 
as lie h:is endeavourcfl to establish his opinions by post obit examinations, he of 
course has a fafr claim upon our attention and credulity. He has, however, by 
no means exhausted the subject, or made as eztenaiye an argument as could be 
desired. This is one of the most igipo^rtant points in modem pathology, and the 
reader will be disappointed in finding that an author, so liberally endowed with 
the ncccssaiy abilities, and favoured with so many opportunities, has not pressed 
tlic argument with gp’cater vehemence. 

Ill the treatment of the disease we are grieved to find there is nothing new, 
nothing specific. However judiciously he uses the old apparatus, be has added 
notlung to it; so that we are left to go on in the old way of bleedings purging, 
puking, with a copious fist of stimulants, a class of medicines that dSQgerpus 

in dhnost any hands. Dr. B. is not an^ advocate for those copious bladings 
which have lately been tried in the Britkh metropolis, and yet he would appear 
to use the lancet with far more freedon]|than most other writers. He probably 
goes in tlie middle way, tlie safest pathap doubt; for, if wc are not greatly mia- 
t liken, the patient’s life in tliia momeiitlus disease will very often depend on 
ilif‘ proper or improper loss of even five or six ounces, and also on the * 
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point of taking this by venesection, cupping, or arteriotomy. It is really the 
Scylla and Chaiybdis of medicine where many intelligent pilots are Avrccked. It 
is a subject which requires the most sedulous study of every man who is about 
to encounter tniB dangerous voyage. 

On contemplating i&e twit eruembk of the author’s treatment, we are dis- 
posed to indulge tw most melanehofy reflections on the progrems of medicine 
ai^rela^Hto tj^^i fever. Aftd* ^1 the immense experience which the last 
yeii^^f^^^ed in England and Ireland, the methods of «cure of the 
zi^ 'enuhettt^l^iirians are very contradictoiyv anef^some of them irreconcila- 
ble^', It was ^w years ago that an illustrious author brought forward cold 
baling at' ^ almost sowu'eign specific for typhous excitement; indeed so suc- 
cessfel wad^ Dr. ^urrie that hardly any thingtelse was needed— nothing, unless 
stnotus^eop'rotics, 'wine, and gpruel. Here was no gastro-meningitis, for who 
evwlhaM of this-^sease, or any thing similar, being cured by a few buckets 
of water and a g^lon of wiine? But Dr.' Currie was not mistaken in this mat- 
ter, he was too much employed in this disease to be so egregiously deceived. 
Oh the Other , hand the physiological physicians ^would persuade us that tile 
wholh, j^afease is syihptomatif^ a gastro-meningitiB; and ttat some leeches to 
th^&fm w storoach'wifi ori^cam this, and leave the system to recover willi 
ve^^iifll^fiitthef. ass^ Dr. Armstrong, an illustrious name in me- 

di^i%li|lid\' that thV v^ous utility of blOeding, calomel, and warm bathing, arc 
necessary tO euftblehim to cope wi^ the most vehement cases. The 
plliictice of Dr. Bume is true eclectic; he takes a j\ttle from every 

system, and therefore n^es up' almost as many routines of cure as there arc 
casea to be treated. Tlds We believe is the true method in*the present state of 
science, though ^Itmist be confessed that it is iiffinHely difficult and often dan- 
gerous in the' ca^eution.' There is notlfing^OOrtain, nothing specific; the phy- 
ricliuibr under ,'4^heces8ity of watching the disease* with incessant care, and of 
accpinniodating fits prescriptions at all times to tiuf ever various states of the 
syab^, a perilous* laibour, ahd one which will too often foil the best informed 
practitioner, till he become fithly^io^ltructed In the school of experience. In all 
other fevers, if lesions be prevenM or remedied, the disease will run its course 
with safety in good constitutionsr but In fhis tiiere is somctliing' mortal, whicli 
has'^us ikr eluded the collective perspicacity of the medical world. ' 

In many parts of ifte wcWk there are new** and useful observations which arc 
too numerous to come within the compass of the present notice, particularly on 


the pulse, the state of the blood, suppression of urine with consequent effusion 
in the brain, and -much more, for which we must refer to the book itself. 

W)iile we ' give the author, as we believe,' liis jnst meed of praise, it is not 
presumed that he' has no^liiUlts. For these, however, we have not sought, nor 
do they propel^ <mm'e within the tenor of this notice. We should have been 
glad to fim^ sonib ehfivening quotations from standard books, with all the com- 
nmjd^^'nund which results from colliiion of opinions. To sit down witff an 
who brings no one into notice but himself, is like spending an evening 
wHtir^a t9^|iy stranger, instead of ei^oying the sparkling collision of a full 
firegjdfe'oPBt acquaintances and feieUA. S. J. 

Pern. 
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Transact ions of the Medico^CJfururgical^Sodety of Edinburgh^ VoL IIL Part /. 

Edinburgh, 1828. pp. 316, plates 4, 

A number of the practitioners and teachers of medicine in £8ifibU]igli» sensi- 
ble of the advantages which may result from associations of m^icrf men, in- 
tended fix* th^ communication of facts, and the' interchange of opiliion^ on pro- 
fessional subjects, and for the collecfro%iirid. publication of 
obscrvutiois so frequently made by gehlllfiqcfn| whose ayjo^'* * - ' ' - 

them to undertake separate publications^ insti^ted ‘oh the 
a society similar to those which have^dOn&rred ao ;kliuch^ oiiV|i 

science in London and Dublin. As part oftheir plaWthis fOOiety has selected 
and publislicdjthe most interestiiig of the c(Onn||pii0ations pteaen^ed to them; 
under the title wiiich stands at the head of this ai^ele.O<.TS^;Jl^y^ 


given to the public tw(/ volumes and the first part Of the 

liiine contaiiis twenty-six, and tl^second twenty-sevenmemill^'tn||it^ofndnch 

:iri’ e.xd’cmely interesting, and many of them have Been ah^adyA^ottoed ih this 

journal. 

'J'hc iirst part of^lic third volume contains dghtejSA- JblhmiU^catic^^^^^ 
initi.al article is entitled << ObseHations on Hospital-'GaAgt^e, w^B 
the Disease chiefly as it appeared in the British^Amy, ddnng the,i^^‘;'i^Jin 
the Peninsula,” and is by J. Boggie, M. D. surgeon .tO;^e 
c ase is deeply interesting to the military surgeon especiwly^ as it 
most aggravated forms, ^nd produces tlie mo(it dlpj[6r£ible con^^uences^in mi- 
litary and naval hospitals and in ships of war, sometimes proving more fatal in 
proportion to tlie itumbers affected by it, thaaany other disease;. Dr. Bp^e de- 
scribes two forms of hospital gangprene,'the fiiathedenonuhateapontaghm^ 
grene, the second pbag^aenic gangrenosa. •• Whetf abound he say^ 

^‘is affected with contagious gangrene, >it becomes paiidul^abd awollen, loses 
it.s hcaltliy florid appearance, :ahd the granulatioiii^ which small aij^r^s- 
liiict, become flabby, and#ppear sometimes as if they wero distended 
at other times, vesicles containing a watery; ^lon^d fluid, .or bloody seAlhb 
liave been observed, Jind the sensation in ajiaiimre has been described as re- 
sembling tlie iftinging of a gnat. The^secretion of pus is suspended; the Wound 
K dry and covered with a tenacious, viscid^ ash-coloured matter, which adheS^s 
firmly to the surface. When thi%moTbid state has.d^isted fbr some time, 
t harge takes place of a tliin ichorous matter, of a very peculiar smell; the pkin 
increases, the edges of the wound are reverted, and in gen'eral assume a eircur 
lar form; an erysipelatous redness surrounds the wound, andsometim^ extends 
to a great distance, even ov^r a whole limb; the neighboiiringhgjN!^^ M th(»e 
of the axilla or groin, swell, inflame, and sometimef;^ suppuri^; luniks 
tomf become apparent: the pulse it accelerated, full, and Btro|&'t.he he^of 
the surface is much increased; the patient complains of nausei^:^.^A|u^;'"the 
tongue is covered with a whitish or brswn crust, and the boWet® 
constipated. The inflammation goes on increasing, the thifl ichor p^^des to 
be discharged* in great quantity, and a ^ick slough, apparently of c^gulab^ 
lymph, covers the whole surface of the Iround; the fetor becomciyiiitoleiable, 
.ind the pain^qiiitc Insupportable. In thpiast stage, there is in genex^ an 0<|dng 


, and a ^ick slougl 

lymph, covers the whole surface of the Iround; the fetor becomcat’ jiitoleiablej 
.ind the pain^qiiitc Insupportable. In thpiast stage, there is in genex^ an 0<|dng 
•)f blood from the surface of the wound, and not iinfrequenlly distinct hr“^“ 
Vo. VI. — Fob. 18-29. 54 
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rhage^ from the corrosion or destruction of tlie J^rger blood-vessels. Sphacelus 
takea place to a greater or less extent; the strength of the patient fails; the pulse 
sinks; his countnance becomes collapsed and altered; the skin is bedewed with* 
a clemmSF awcatn^ a diatrhm vith hiccup coming on, the scene very soon 
terminates/' 

ThoU{^ this is the most common ihrm of the disease. Dr. B. is persuaded that 
thi^^ef s e^jgp yiiea hospitsl ^grene is not always of so phlogistic a 

of jjbtS^hoid type; and it is of the utmost con- 
8e,^^^e^^^^iaP^^attend tathis^distinction, as it will be found, that what 
remedy in the dee ease« might, if^:arried to any extent, l)e 
veiypori^ihidus.m,the othpv. 

fbrmin tyldcji |||spkal gangrei^ u^lly manifests itself is more 
of d obroido mturS; anpearing men seldom in a recent wound. Most of the cases 
hiMe seen of it have been in those of some standing, and in patients wlio 
had heeh long in hospital, ipony of whom ha^^||liFered attacks of iiospilal gan- 
grepe. in the more acute form; after recovering from which, and when the wound 
Wilis tp lULappearante, doing well, the granulations healthy, secreting good pus,< 
and s^fjSmes even nidMy cifi||trused, a small dfurk-colourcd%pot or ulceration 
haa^g^eisO^Bjli'inost commonly on.the edg^ of tlie^sore, varying in its dimensions 
il^e of a miHet seed to t^t of a split pea. 

was in general of a circular form, its edges raggcil, 
i^'hf(t|OepU^ and i^cavgted, and secreting a matter of a very peculiar 
stpdU IJlibdtationa of the s^mve lcii|4 not unfrequcntly appeared iii other points, 
which, spreading in all directions, united, and soon extended over a great part 
of the wohnded surface. 'At times, this ulceration Has been known to go on, 
and to eajtite considerable destruction, of parts, without tlie system appear- 

ing to bj^.inucil nfrected-by it; but mostifi^quently after it had spread to a cer- 
tain denoting constitutional initation became apparent; lh(\se 

werp of appetite, thirst, foul tonghe, restlessness, a small and 

quii^ jUilse, and hei^b of skin. After the febrile synmtoms had appeared, the 
prOjg(^s of the ulceration wasmon^dhpid, and vciy often extended bey find the 
limits of tile origpnal soi^; the diSc^J^go became bloody, aitd the fetor, peculiar 
to thiaidEectioa more offensive, ip, many instances tooSc place, and 

some time before deaththje sisme tnun ofsj^ptoms occurred, already described , 
ns taking place in the last afige of the more acjite form of the disease. This is 
the depascent, or phagedenic form of hospital gangi'enc, or what may be called 
phageda?na^ gangricnosa. ” 

Tlie duration of the disease varies; it may continue for IVenty days or even 
longer^ or ip^. terminate as early as the thiid day, in recovery or death. Pa- 
tients armliahle ta Sequent relapses. 

From idhtha^pbenomena of the disease, Dr. B. thinks that we are wan‘anft*d 
in. *feon^eriitg1^0Spi|Uil; gangrene, more especially tliat form of it named con- 
gpngtone, fo be a peculiar inflauusiatory action attacking wounded sur- 
fae^ii'VWyiog in its character according to tlic constitution of the patient, tyjic 
of thie:accompanying fever, and oilier ci^umstances; nearly allied to erysipelas, 
if,^}fh^e4,.]tbe not a modification of thu disease, ai. \ depending on a diversity 
of csi|j|e8, as I shall endeavour to niake«parent.” 

• XlfMkiSfthses which induce this affection have never been very satisfactorily 
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explained. Dr. D. attributes it to the following: — ^Particular states of the atmo- 
sphere, inattention to cleanliness, acrid or irritating applications, stimulating 
food, intemperance in the use of wine and spirituous liquo^ motion, to me- 
chanical irritation, and specific conts^on; and under each w^tlRse 
cites many facts in support of his opinion. If tliese views of the caU8es:^lkoS- 
])ita1 gangrene be correct, they show that Ute ordinary means wlikfb been 
employed for the prevention of tliis dbip^, sueh as ventila^oi^i^l 
migation, or breaJdng up the establishttti^ wHere k 
avail so long as the true Simses of. the 4iaieaoe aro- 
that for the prevention of .^is affectloft^iith recent emhiid, m 
be held in view is to avoid all sources of ksitatiQn» jAd by,|dl meank '{a W 
power to keep down inflammation. Mom lire|4^m#nt<tfieedvihjgthjM^^ 
a moderately antiphlogistic regpmen^sbould be pTesiBribOidbdlftVf|i)l^ 
the discharges from it Amoved by ctoeful ablution, and rest HI* 

recommends that no bandages be applied in the flrit insmfmiL 
wounds. ! . , 

‘ 111 the treatment of this disease, if the constitution be. much sll^CU^gehfelal 
remedies will be required; “if, 0n the contrary^ the airectien4apip4iiE^^ be 
entirely local, the cure may be trusted to topical appheations; 
cases, both the one and the otlier will be fbundto be necessary. . the 

utmost consequence, also, to attend to tiie type of tlie • accomidii^^ 
and to ascertain whether the gangrene is simple, or oe^plioated ‘a(har 

disease, such a^ scur^, or bilious fever, in whif^ case its chaiac^r Wmhe ^h- 
dificd, and llic corresponding treatment must also be diflbrent.*’ 

Dr. B. conflnes^himself to the simple forin of the diseosoi’ tjbe trcfititont of 
which may be divided into general and local. When ho^iUI$ ganglehe oclturs 
in :i recent w^ound, and in young healthy men, or in tnen o^^the ibidiUe pe- 
riod of life, who are most frequently the subjects of i 4 *the 4 ^{M^paj|n^ 
is, according to our author,^ almost always inflammatory, an^bloofl^le^tim'g ’will 
be required, proportioned to the violence of the inflammation, and thb agpend 
strength of the patient. In men, howev^^^^^a' less robust constitiitioh^' ^ho 
may hav0 lingered ]!»ng in hospital, or 8ufl^^lfisd.inttch from ill health, blobd-let- 
ling is altogether inadmissible, or slyiuld he used very sparingly. As anauxi- 
*]iary to general bleeding, Dr. Trotter has proposed local detraction, and Hr. 
B. though he has not employed^t himself, thinks there is no objection 
Cathartics Dr. B. considers as ** the remedies, next to blood-letting, the'faest 
calculated for lessening arterial action in inflammatory diseases: and the use of 
them was indicated in cases where that remedy was inadmissible, or at least not . 
so much required. Thes^ cases were of a doubtful 'nature, where general 
flammalory action existed to a cei’tain degree, but where, from thu ^hg,^ con- 
finement of the patient, or his previous stale of ill health, venusectioii^oold not 
with safety be employed, or where the fever was evidently typlitud. Among 
'the poor iif civil liospitals, purgativc^onedicincs will be found, in thia^sease, 1 
suspect, unless in very extraordinary cases, to be the most useful^*' limed the 
safest evaciidnts.” 

Kmctics have been highly extolled, imd Dr. B. has often seen them used, and 
sometimes with advantage; but he c^siders them as inferior to catlyptics. 
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The cases to which they are chiefly appJicabJc, are those where the stomach 
is loaded, and where the fever appears to be of a bilious character.” 

Qark in the commencement of this disease, is entirely useless; but in the 
more advanced stages, when the inflammation has abated, it may be given as a 
useful remedy, either alone or in conjunction with the mineral acids. 

The cold aflusion has been recommended, but never tried in thi,s.dlsease. Dr. 
B. would expect agreeable results from sponging the body with tepid water. 

always emSts in the commencement of this disease, 
se^ms to cw fo^^e^dse of opiums but as long as th*e fever and inflummation 
contihue^ it i^^tehd only, both by ho direct stimulating properties, and by de- 
ranging the ftinctibns of ^e stomach and chylopoietic viscera, to aggravate tlie 
symptoms. /fin the more advanced stages, hpwever, when the inflammatory 
symptoms, have sdbsi^d, should the patient complain of restlessness, it may be 
allowhd, and then I have no doubt but that it will be ibflnd beneficial.” 

Camphor, Dr. B. thinks, may perhaps be used where opium would be im- 
proper; but he has no idea of its possessing any specific powers in hospital gan- 
grene, and it appears to him to be applicable chiefly in the low state of the dis- 
ease, ‘which sometimes succeeds to great vascular action, or h^hcre the fever is 
evidently typhoid. In such casea he has occasionally used it with good efi ccl. 

^ . of-wine,' as is observed by Dr. Thomson, in the early stage of hos- 

pi^ is liable to still stronger objections than opium, for it adds to 

the vioUmCe of the feveifi, without having, like opium, a tendency to sooth or 
dinuni^ the local paln.^’ But in the advanced stages, in poor, (5^1d, infirm peo- 
ple, or where tlie patients have lingered long in hospitals, and tlieir hcallli has 
been broken by previous disease, or where the fever is evidently from the first 
of a typhoid character, it will be very beneficial. 

*^Tht diet, in first instance, should be veiy light, consisting chiefly of 
farinaceous matU^ ^dee;! I ought rather to say, that an almost total abstinence 
shoid^ Ob cojoin^i but when ,the febrile symptoms abate, it may be made more 
noui^ilig. The drinks should be of the weakest kinc^ such as tea, water gruel, 
and lemonade. Kipe fruits, suidvij^-^^ges, may be freely used; and from the 
first; the regimen njtogether ought;to^he strictly antiphlogi^ic.” 

A great variety of topical appliccitions have been recommended* ip this dis- 
ease. When the inflamma^on continues Violent, cold applications, such as * 
water alone, rendered colder artificially, and solutions of sugar of lead, arc what 
Dr. B. prefers. To obtain aU the advantage from tlie sedative effect of cold, 
cloths dipped in tlie liquid should be applied to tlie part, and kept constantly 
moist. * 

’•Poultices of all kinds Dr, B. considers as objectionable. 

“ When the inflammation alwtes, the sloughs separate, healthy pus is secret- 
ed, and florid granulations spring up : when this is the case, the wound should fS'e 
dressed amply with <hy lint, over which a pledget of emollient ointment ought 
to be applied, and the whole supported b^ig^a good compress and roller. Should 
the sloughs continue to adhere after the inflammation has abated, some stimu- 
lating application, such as a mixture of resinous ointment, and oil ofturpcntiiie, 
known by th^jjgpae of warm dressing, miy be made o the wound, or an oint- 
ment compof^ of unguent, rcsinosum and oxyd. hydrarg. riibrum, i^i the pro 
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portion of 31. of the latter to 3i**of the former. On such occauoiis 1 have also 
found the diluted nitric or muriatic acids, or the citric and acetic acids, good 
applications: in the same cases a solution of argentum nltratum ¥dll be {bund 
very useful. It is in this stage of the inflammatoiy gangrene, that warm fomenta- 
tions and poultices may occasionally be employed with advantage, and that the 
stronger eschorotics, such as the concentrated mineral acids, caustic alkalis, ar- 
senical solution, or the actual cautery, itfay 'be used most auccessfuHyf but it ia 
not improbfiblo, that escharotlcs, apphed |ia vOly early 
bid action is just commencmg, may aometusiot, particulmy liv bM wduhi]^ *&• 
rest at once ^e progress of the disease# A more g^eno^s diet may now .'be 
allowed, and even a small quantity of wine. ' But alHid^h' the patient bas ttK- 
rived at the stage of convale8cen<ie, and mayebe ooiB^dered y safe^ 1 can af- 
firm, from extensive exjiericnce on this point, that if helm guilty tfeiiy excess,* 
nb)rc especially in drinking, of udng exercise, of not attending the- ploper 
dressing of the wound, or neglecting the state of the digestive oig^fiQ 'he is 
almost certain of suffering a relapse, when the same train of symptoms will-bc 
itncwed, and the danger of the patient will be infinitely' greater, aAd^dxac^ 
in proportion to the state of debility to which bo is reduced. 

“Those who are entrusted with the charge of patients in this'^siml^V cannot 
be too attentive to the proper dressing of their wounds; The 
c'oriliiiuc long very weak, and cxtr&hely liable to faU into disease^m^, the dan- 
ger of this will be in proportion to the extent of the renewed surface. .'bTothiifg 
favours tills diseased ^ction more than inattention to the cleanliness of the 
Avoniid, and tlie want of due support from proper bandaging. When the dis- 
charge is long confined, it becomes acrid and even pobonous, and fjioia this 
cause, more than any others I conceive, that that form d^tbe disei^ named 
phagedxna, most frequently arises. If the discharge continue, very sbiindant, 

» tlie dressings should be frequently renewed, and some astring^Btlotion/such as 
u weak solution of acctai plumb! or sulphas zlncL used at eacfi drei^ingi ‘after 
which powder of Teruviae bark may be applied to the wpund as an absorbent. 
In this case also, it may be taken intemallj'^ewith very good effect. . Should 
phagedxna supervene, which may be knows^y the appearance of a small dark 
spot or ulceration, escharotlcs shoul^ immediately be applied. 

• “This form of the disease, in tlie first instance, i» purely local, and wc are 
almost sure of putting a stop to ij;s progress, by local remedies alone. Those 
which T have been chiefly in the habit of using are, argentum nltratum and 
oxyd. hydrarg. rubr.; but the undiluted sulphuric, nitric, and muriatic acids, 
and the caustic alkalies, have also been often employed with tlie same intenti on.”^ . 

“An incipient phagcdxivi may be often removed by one application of tlie^ 
precipitate, but if the ulceration has made much progress, or has penetrated 
clee^ into the soft parts, several applications may be necessary, as the eschar 
only penetrates to a certain depth.” In the same cases the, solution of arsenic 
'•jiiay be employed. Mr. Blackaddcr m of opinion, ..{hat hospital gangrene, un- 
der any form, may be speedily and certainly cured by the arsenical solution. 

Dr. J). thiilks tliat in cases which have resisted other means, we should not 
hesitate to employ the actual cautery. 

With regard to amputation, which it Ipis been said, maybe performed with suc- 
cess, even when the gangrene is extending, Dr. B. is of opinion, that wlufft^ie * 
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disease is eiitii^ely local, without the constitution beings mucli afTected, the opera- 
tion may be performed, and with 04 t any risk of the disease returning*, or aflTect- 
ing'thc stamp; but in contagious gangrene, in which tliere is always inflamma- 
tion t# a greatet or less degree with fever, he considers such practice extreme- 
ly dangerous api contrajry to all tbe rules which have ever been laid down on 
this si&bjecti The he tidnk^ should never be thougirt of, until the 

fhvjar and abate, and then, in all probability, the progress of the 

iBa ipfiip{^^.gahgrend«m p violent remittent fever, 

like the Ofbj^Dr. Hennen, and also seen by Dr. Boggie, 

wlkick'iM^;be ndstakdmrhoaptal gangrene, but which is said to be very dif- 


ferbit^^ tote iiyieptoAatio of toUDfitutito derangement, and has 

pisnfj^ imite <teCs met with by Dr. G. 

Thie iniereltiqg memoir is concluded with a tabular view of tlie mortality m 
the Oo^eleria Hoiaphal, where the hospital gangrene prevailed, showing the 
<||area8e of mortality on the introduction of an antiplilogistic treatment. 

' The JSeieimd article is an account of a remarkable case gf crural hernia, by 
G€|ofge BalUngaU, M. D., F*; Ik 8. E. &c. 

Ite tididthemoir is oti the natural or spontaneous cure of syphilis, and is by 
SC. D; ef Hull. T1 i£ ^ject of the author is to show that syphilis 
mliiyr'eebiKhl^mtan and that it may fie often cured by antiphlogistlcs; 

tte flkcta that we believe are hdw'prd)^ beyond cavil or dispute. 

\ A case in which a polypus of great size was removed from {he root of the 
tongue by ligature, by Richard ‘ Huie, M. D. kC. and which constitutes the 
fourth ac^cle, we hate transfened to our periscope. 

An. acewt of dttr viscera of the common sword-fish, CXiphias gladius, 
Linn.y^;|^ Rcteet'E. Gran^ SC. B., F. R. 8* £. fbllows, this not being paKicu- 
larly krtoieiUte fe^ua eii physicians, we pass over. 

'Aeifb^tk an tcoeimt of the epidemic ciysipelas which appeared in 

Montrose and the irdighiioiilhood jp l823, by W. Gibson, M. D. In the month 
of February, 1823, Dr. GibsteteiilN^ A^ several cases of er}\sipclas, the 
appearance and history of whiittra|Dinced him that the disease, as it then pre- 
vailed, was of a conta^ous nature^ ihid shprdy afterwards instances of tlic dis- 
ease became so frequent in IControse ahd the neighbourhood, and were mai'k- ' 
cd by such peculiar circumstances as to leave po doubt on the minds of the me- 
dical men that it was prevailing in this latter situation also epidemically, and it 
continued to do so for about four years. It differed, according to Dr. Gibson, 
,lTom the sporadic es^pelap sui observed in former times, in t]he greater severity 
oPtBe symptoms, and Hi gsiater fatality, differences^ which can, however, hard- 
ly be. considered as spedfie. ^*The disease was not so much confined to the 
head or face, as commog erysipelas, but it frequently attacked other part^ of 
the surface of the bodiy. Sometimes tlic internal fauces*Wcre attacked, and if 
it spread to the trachea, it generally proved fatal. It spread more* rapidly and 
much more extensively. It was followcc^ in almost every case, by extensive 
difhise simpumtions in tlic cellular substance — particularly when' other parts 
than th^ml^ were attacked, and sometimes by sloiighing of the parts aifected. 

It frojliijpilly supervened on wounds, paijicularly if they were situated on tlic 
iicaK^nOi face, sometimes on ulcers. Occasionally, the disease seemed to be con • 
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fined to the cellular membrane, as extensive suppurations would occur with 
little or no ajiparciit disease of the skin, and even without any redness.*’ 

•^'lie next ai*ticlc is a case of congeiiital disease or malforniatton of the thigh- 
bone, illustrating the interstitial absorption of the cervix feraoris^^ by Mohert 
Knox, M. D. &c. It occurred in a cluld t^oty^ue old, who diedof s^liggei^ 
ing and obscuvf disease. On cutting into the hip joho^ all its ports wereibund 
sound; the acetabulum not changed inibnn,. inflamed, or in any vyfy 
and tlie head of the femur also in a perfii^y'||M^]fih>^^ 
of the bone might be said*to have dLwppeaeed; Tvhe 
nui::h longer than usual, aifil more paitiiaiilatiy thh htfgoi^'bm&hantea; tho;bhad 
of tlic bone, in consequence of the disappeiumit^>oHiig^itfeslc^;hadbehomc^ tb 
use the language of botanists, sesn^* it had dosceiidM tlm* tro- 

chanter, and indeed bore the strongest miniature resembhgiim?|b;ittoib speci- 
nie^)s of diseased femur, ^hich, from the days of Trioen^ to, jthe''|ltttcpit tihie, 
have been imposed on the profession as specimens of Imny 
lure of the cervix femOria,*’ * 

.'File eighth article is on the sudden spontaneous obstruction of dP 

the larger arteries of the body, with some observafloiis on tlie^rocei^el^plipy- 
ed by nature to prevent or arrest haemorrhage from lacerated by 

John W. Turner, Professor of Surgery to 'the Royal C^dlegne.of Slugeont^ 

It has been sometimes observed that the p(Mse has suddenly and petlMi^htly 
erased in one part of the body; and in some dhses of thlSiJtind, on examination' 
after dcatli, it ha.i been found that an obliteration of . the t|ibe of the artery had; 
taken place. Of this morbid aflection which' appears to have escaped notice 
till lately, Mr. Turhbr has given a very interestingf apeoimt, and related many 
cases which have fallen under his own obseiyation, or whieh have he^ observ- 
ed by others. The first case is related very minutely, and '^yre tiiafr take an 
early opportunity of laying it before our readers. Mr. Turyieg ex- 

planation suggested by Dr« Thompson, that the obstruction^llf tiUse carcs is 
produced in tlic same mapner as haemorrhage is sometimpfll prevented in arte- 
ries which have been torn across, and, a8,h0;j|j^6Vc4f obstruction of the arte- 
ries had been occasioned, in some cases dT'.gw^ht wounds which he had ob- 
served, where fhe ball had passed clo^e to t^'frunkof an artery without divid- 
iig it; viz. by the laceration of the internal coats of the vessel, and the projec- 
tion of their edges and fiaps into ijs tube^ by which an obstruction is immedi- 
ately produced to the passage of blood, the detiined portion of this fluid 
coagulates, and afterwards the vessel is obliterated by the adhesive inflamma- 
tion excited in the site' of the lacerations.” The rupture of the intern^ coats of 
an artery is not, however, aljvays followed by the obUfii^tion of the veSBClJ*Tt" 
perhaps more frequently gives rise to aneurism. ' 'V*:'V 

Aperies are not always obstructed or obliterated by the cause al^ady ho- 
tioed; it is sometimes produced by the pressure of tumours, the spontaneous 
cure of aneurisms, thickening of the internal coat of tlie artery, &c. 

Art IX. is a of aneurism of the aorta, with disease of the s^nal cord, 
by Thomas Molison, M. D. &c. 

Art. X. is a case of strangulated umbilical hernia, by James Simson, M. D. 
he, the mostjnteresli ng fact relating to^ which is that it was operated on «ritli 
'iiiccess. *** ^ * 
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Art. XI. is on a remarkable alteration in the. structure of the patella, j)rodur- 
ed apparently by the presence of a loose cartilage within the cavity of the 
knee«joint, by Robert Knox, M. D. &c. This occurred in a female about thirfV 
years of age. There was found developed, apparently, in the tendon of the' 
extensor* and surmounting the upper margin of the patella, an additional bone 
as if a; second patella. *‘The remaining portions are three; 9,. large central 
p^fohrconesponding to the regular patella, whose inner or articular surface 
8id|ke change as that siudace of the femur on which 
itlmst cldiiliyjU^^piayed, namely, the outer condole: and on tlie margins of 
thls^pateRa^^^ildXf'^on'the internid and-'infeidor, at the same time, somewhat 
e^teti^ iBl^ni^ there ^re two'mdditional portions of bone, of considerable mag- 
nitudl^Olllgpiliused, apparently, altogether as^e original patella, and perform^ 
ing;iH[milar/fhnctfons.i* ^ 

Art. XII. is a case of disease of the heart, by J. H. 'fv^ishart, F. R. S. £. Sco. 
an analysis of w'hich we shall insert in our periscope. 

Art. XtU. Obse^ations on the causcs*of the sounds produced by the action 
of the he^j by John W. Turner, Professor, &c. 

If the be applied to thft'chest in the region of the heart, either tlircclly 
or thitough the medium of the stethoscope, there arc perceived for each pulsa- 
tiO|i»ol|;tte arteries, two sounds or beats following each other in immediate suc- 
cesnon/ dnd'then a short'interval is (^served, during wliich no action or motion 
of the heart is perceptible, and after this the two consecutive sounds arc again 
heard. These two sounds have been considered and described ^ indicating the 
successive contractions of the ventricles and auricles. M. Lsennec states ‘ at the 
moment the arteiy strikes the finger, the car is slightly raised b* motion of the 
heart synclmnous with that of the arteiy, and accompanied by a sound somcwlial 
dullbilt d^nct. The synchronism does not permit us to doubt that the ])honomc< 
non is contraction of the ventricles. Immediately afters and without 

more sharp and analogous to that of a valve which is rais- 
ed, the crack of a whip, or the Iwpi^g of a dog, announces tlic contraction of 
the auricles.’ He ad^ *No uijijMj^ifehsible to the car accompanies this sound ; 
no inierval separates it from the^P|)bv 'fioise accompanied by the raising of the 
car, that indicates the contractiohWthe i^ntricles, which it secerns to limit and 
to interrupt suddenly.’ ^Immediately after the systole of the auricles, there is" 
an interval of repose, very short, but well marj^cd; after which the ventricles 
are again perceived to raissf themselves with the dull sound and gradual pro- 
gression which are peculiar to them; the sudden and more sonorous contraction 
of the auricles follows, *and the heart again falls for an inslapt into an absolute 
"STWffobility.’ ‘ ^ 

Wfi Turner has long^be^n doubtful as to tlie accuracy of this statement, and 
he hdis satisfied himself by various reasons that it is incorrect. He is of opimon 
that the first sound is owing to tlie contraction of the ventricles, the second to 
th^lmpuls'e occasioned by the falling haek on the pericardium, of the relaxed 
heart in its diastole, after it has been elevated or moved from ijs place in the 
systole; and perhaps also by the expansion or dilating of the heart*. 

Art:|^. On a new method of preserving anatomical preparations, by John 
Day^;||^..D., F. R. S. Ac. ^ . 

* 'iSbis* method consists in immersing the part to be ])reserved in sulphurous 
ac^l, which maybe prejiarcd in a manner equally economical andeasj, b\ 
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{3iirnitig sulphur matches* over. water, in any appropriate vessel, agitaling the 
water when the match ceases to burn, and when the water is sufficiently im- 
pjeg^ated witli the acid gas, filtering the solution to render it clear and trans- 
parent. The principal advantages of this method consists, Mr. Davy says, 1st, 
in its great cheapness; 2dly, in the durability of its preseprative powers; 3dly, 
in the clear gipd instructive manner in which it displays the minute structure of 
textures and compound parts. “ It does not, like spirit of wine, and a so- 
lution of alum, contract what is immersed in it; it does; like a #arurated^o- 
lution of common salt, or fcf nitre, or of any of the salts dflShlonne which l&vc 
ti-ied, after a little whilc,*lose its transparency and become thick and turbid; nor 
docs it, like a solution of corrosive sublimate, deposit^ on the inside of tlie glass 
and on the preparation itself, a ^crust whieV/ soon becomes a complete mask. 
t)n the contrary, it expands and developes the parts, soipc nfore, some less, so 
a" to magnify them ana make them more distinct, effecting in sfapicture what 
the lens does in vision; and at the same time it remains clear, so ^pat the lens 
still may be employed to heighten the eflect and convey still more minute in- 
formation of the object.” 

Art. XVi. Obsei'vations on the effects of the sun’s rays on the human body, 
by John Davy, M. D. Stc. 

It is well known that exposure to the sun’s rays renders the skin brown, but 
the manner in which it produces this, the parts of the skin in which it takes 
place, or its exact causes, or its consequences, have never been minutely inves- 
tigated. Dr. iJavy has examined this subject experimentally, and from the 
observation he has made, and from anological reasoning he is disposed to be- 
lieve that the discoloration takes place beneath the cuticle, and that the seal 
of it principally is the surface of the cutis. His experiments relative to tlie 
cause of the discoloration arc not as satisfactory as could be wished, but they 
show that the effect is produced solely by the undecomposqd rays, and he 
thinks that they act both indirectly by the medium of inflamipatiopin changing 
the colour of the skin, aQ|d directly, without the intervention of inflammation, 
in producing the same effect, or in heig^te^ng it when produced.” 

Sir Everard lloin^ has shown that when mjs skin is painted black, it is de- 
fended from ihc scorching effect of the stiii’s rays; and from thence he infers 
• that the dark rete miicosum of the negro possesses the same protecting power. 
Dr. Davy has made experiment^ similar to those of Sir E. Ilomc, and modified 
them, and with the same results. He has, moreover, found that all the opaque 
colours which he a[)plicd to the skin, whctlicr red, orange, blue, or green, af- 
forded protection froni tlie scorching influence of the sun’s rays, equal to that y 
afforded by black. “ Thgre is this difference, however, between the skhTDI 
a wliite person painted, and of a negro with a black, skin; that in tlie one in- 
stmicc, the black suifacc is laid on the semi-transparent cuticle, whilst on the 
other, it is situated under the cuticle, and on the surface of tlie cutis. In the 
one instance, the extinguishing medium is external to the insensible covering 
of the body; i n th e other, it is in contact with the sensitive surface, and may be 
considered sCs apart of it. Circumstances, too, relative to the very great pene- 
trating power of tile sun’s rays, have had rather a similar tendency to augment 

• i 
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my doubts of the strict accuracy of this analytical conclusion. As the facts 
which I now allude to, appear to me to be new and curious, I shall mention 
some of them. When the sun’s rays arc concentrated by a lens, they penetraje; 
1 findy tlirough bone, as a portion of the cranium; through nine folds of black 
crape; and, what is most extraordinaiy, through rolled platinum. It was easy 
to ascertain their penetrating through the former substances, J)y a, luminous 
point appearing on a surface beneath; but through the opaque platinum no 
iight passed, yet tlu$,,rays of heat passed, which was best indicated by tlic sen- 
sation produced, wl^h the metal was placed on tlfe sensitive skin, the only 
part of which afiected was that corresponding to IheVocus of the lens, tlie me- 
tal itself not becoming lensibly warmer. Taking tlicn into consideration the 
dlfFereilbe between the painted cuticle and tl^ dark * rcte mucosum,’ and this 
very remarkable *peqptrating power of the sun’s rays, it appeared to me tlial 
mord dircct^periments than those of Sir Everard Ifbmc were requisite -Co 
ascertain b^}nd all doubt, if the function of the colouring matter of tlic skin of 
the negro is really such as it has been inferred to be. W^th a view to this, I 
have subjected the skin of the negro to the direct rays of tlic sun, and I have 
made a similar trial on a mote on a fair skin.” * 

From the result of these experiments. Dr. Davy is “ disposed to infer that 
the colouring matter of the skin of the neg^o affords some protection from the 
scorching effects of the sun’s rays, but not complete protection, and that were 
lus skin as much disposed to inflame from the action of the sun’s rays as the skin 
of the fairest European, this colouring matter would not prcven^ccasional vesi- 
cation.” 

Art. XVIII. Additional cases and observations illustrating (he origin of tuber- 
cles, by W. P. Alison, M. D., F. R. S. E. &c. and Joint Professor of tlic Insti- 
tutes cf Medicine in the University of Edinburgh. 

Dr. Aliam^ some time since, presented tlie society witli a communicatiun, 
tending to ^cidate the two following questions: — ‘*lst. Whether the scro- 
fulous diathesis, or disposition to scrofulous disease, unfortunately so prevalent 
in our climate, is to be regarded the result of the climate alone, or whether 
other and more remediable circufio^^nces in the mode of life of those who be- 
come so affected, contribute generally and powerfully to* its pi*bduction; and 
2dly, whether the deposition of tubercles, so often the original cause of danger 
and death in scrofulous diseases, is to be reg^ded In any case, or in any consi- 
derable number of cases, a^ an effect of inflammatory action.” 

On the first of these questions. Dr. A. has since obtained evidence from 
various quarters, tending to confirm him in the opinion T;h^t in rcgjird to the 
^"'■'twaiency to scrofulous diseases, and particularly to Jhosc in which tubercles arc 
formed, there Is a greater difference between the Inhabitants of large towns and 
of the country, than between the inhabitants of the waj*m and cold climates, at 
least of Europe; and therefore, that the general prewilence of the scrofulous 
chathesis is to be ascribed, rather to the snodes of life which an advanced and 
artificial state of society implies, tlian to the circumstance of c]imate. 

In regard to the second point. Dr. A/ison’s •‘object was hot tb explain the 
whole' histoiy, and all the possible causes of tube, clcs, but only to investigate 
the (juestion, which seemed of the greatest practical importance. ^ Whethci’ or 
« noj^ lofiammatory action has, in any circumstances, the power to produce 
them^” That it has the tnosl satisfactory evidence, appears to us to have becrv 
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furnished by Dr. A. in liis interesting paper, and by others; and we agree with 
Dr. A. “ that scrofulous tubercles may be, and often are deposited in conse- 
quence of inflammatory action; and therefore, that as, on the one hand, scro- 
fulous diseases may be in many cases prevented by applying^the tmie re^men 
to persons of feeble constitution, but not yet affected with actual disease; so, on 
the other, tj^ey may also be frequently prevented by the early and prudent use 
of the antiphlogistic remedies in those in whom the slight inflammatoiy com- 
plaints s» often preceding them have already appeared. • „ • 

“This general conclifsion does not differ from thiit ‘which I believe the 
greater number of practitioners have been induced to form from their own prac- 
tical observations; but it seems to me of great impo^nce to have attained to it 
by pathological inquiries, founefed on fatal eases, because, ujitil the p^hologiclil 
question as to the frequent dependence of tubercles on inflammation is deter- 
mined, no observations on the effect of tlie antiphlogistic remedies, where tu- 
Ijcrciilar disease is apprehended, if made on cases that terminate favourably, 
can he'held to betonclusivc on the subject.** 

• Under the head of pathology, in the periscope of the present hitthber, will be 
found the views of Dr. lloudlaud respecting the formation of tubercles, and 
which arc confirmatory of those of Dr. Alison. 

The concluding paper is a supplement to the article on the obstruction of the 
canals of the arteries, by J. W. Turner, Professor, &c. containing two cases of 
laceration of the popliteal artery, from dislocation of the knee-joint. 

4. JMerariscJie .^nnalen der Crcsammien Heilkunde, Herausgegeben von Dr. 

Justus PniEUEnicK Caul Hecker, &c. Vierter Jahrgang. September, 1828. 

Dcrlin. 

The TJtcrary Annals of Medicine, published under the immediate superin- 
tends iice of Dr. Hecker, exhibits on its list of collaborators, the names of some 
of the most distinguished German phydeians; among tliese may be mentioned 
Von Ammon, Cams, Otto of Copenhagen,4£* Von Siebold, Lichtenstadt, and 
numerous others conspicuous for their higlti acquirements in the various depart- 
ments of medical science. The aynals appear monthly in numbers containing 
* from 120 to 130 pages, at eight dol]ai*s per annum. It is printed on better pa- 
per, and with more typographipul neatness, than any other journal we have yet 
received from the same country; like tlic journal of surgery and ophthalmology 
it is printed in tlic Roman character, which we hope will soon entirely super- 
sede the inclegaq): (T()thic types, in all scientific German works. The contents 
of the present number ofjthc Annals arc thus arranged: — 1st. Original itfucies; 
2d. Critical notices: a. Practical medicine; n. Medical police; c. Clinical medi- 
cine, clinical institutions; n. Obstetrics; k. ^M ateria medica; 3d. New publica- 
tions; 4tli, New Journals of medicine. 

There are two original papers in t*ic number before us; the first is by Dr. M- 
A. J. Schdn oHHamburg, and is a collection of cases of diseases of the heart and 
large vessels, witli dissections. Six cases arc related, and the symptoms from 
which lie formed the diagnosis are minutely detailed. Dissection, however, ge- 
nerally repealed a condition differing greatly from the anticipations of tfre prac- 
titioner. The diseases observed were chiefly results of chronic inflammation Of 
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tlie envelopinj^ and linin[^ inembmno of the heart, producing enlargement of 
the cavities, thickening of the semilunar valves; inflammation and dropsy of the 
pericardium; aneurismal enlargement of the arch of the aorta, &c. In the cases 
where the heart was found to be most diseased, no obvious external cause could 
be assigned; the patients had generally been affected with pulmonary irritation 
or inflammation, mostly attended by cough. In one case, the patient *a female 
of fifty-six years old, the physician thought the disease to be hydrothorax, com- 
binefl with general di^ipsy. On dissection, the chest and pericardrAm were 
found to contun a grwt quantity of yellowish fluid, if^t tlie cause of all the 
morbid changes appears to have been an enlargement of the right auricle of the 
heart, anej^ the free comnif.nication with the left by the foramen ovale, which 
was altogether opc^, so that very little blood was sent into the pulmonary ves- 
sels. To the practitioiief the perusal of Uiesc cases in detail could not fail to he 
instructive and agreeable; we cannot introduce them here on account of their 
number and length; nor can we say that any general inference of impoitancc is 
to be drawn from them, excepfit be, that the difficulty of the diagnosis in such 
cases, should deeply impress practitioners with the necessity ^of accpiiring skill’ 
in the use of tlie stethoscope, which alone can enable them to prescribe with 
the requisite degree of accuracy in diseases of the chest. 

The second paper is on acute idiopathic inffammation of the heart, by Dr. A. 
II. Krause of Berlin, in wJiich he gives an account of a case which occurred in 
his own practice. Dr. K. prefaces his observations with some remarks on the 
diagnosis' of this rare but dreadful disease, and quotes from a treatise by Dr. 
llcim of Berlin, published in 1819, the symptoms which that practitioner has 
slated to be patliognomonic. We have never had the advantage of seeing Dr. 
Jlcim^s treatise; this practitioner witnessed three cases of this disease, and his 
diagnostics are stated by the present writer to be admirable; we therefore ex- 
tract them from Dr, Krause’s paper for the benefit of our readers. 

The disease begins with shivering and trembling of the whole body, and inter- 
mittent chill, which latter when present may continue during twenty-four hours, 
but is followed by very little or no ftiat. There is no acute sUtch felt, but pains 
in the heart precede the distinct for twenty-four houi*B. Sometimes the 

disease comes on suddenly. The patient has^ no cough; if in any instance cough 
occurs it is entirely dry, neither mucus nor blood being expectorated. In the 
commencement the patient has the greatest angu’sh and the most agonizing pain, 
not in the chest generally, but immediately in the heart itself. The patient shrieks 
out and is not quiet more than a second, repeating with great force the same word 
thr ee or four times to express his most distressing sensations.. He docs not lie 
still an instant, but tosses himself about in bed like cnc half ilistracted, while 
his arms and head are in continued motion. The patient presses upon the re- 
gion of the heart, and if pressure be made by a bystander, he impetuously de- 
mands that it shall be increased. The countenance is always extremely pale. 
l*he chest is elevated, and the head w^hich'isin perpetual motion is thrown more 
backwards. The face and hands arc quite, cold. Before each i»«-sc.ssary blced- 
ing, the pulse is throughout not to be felt. The p'»ticnt feels every movement 
of the heart, aiKl even complains of its painful throbbing, yet when the physi- 
cian applies his hand to the chest, he cannot discover the least iiTcgidarity. 'J'hc 
H\ronj^ci^lhe pulsation of the heart is, the greater is the pain felt in the organ. 
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it. seems to the patient to strike upon a wounded spot. He is nauseated, but 
does not vomit; the greater his thirst is, so much the more does he refuse to 
(Irink, even when a glass of water is held to his mouth. He is very loquacious, 
even when otherwise naturally silent; we might also say phj^ically, what the 
scnptiires assert morally, that ** out of the fulness of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth.’^ FaintVag and delirium are not uncommon. 

A copious bleeding is followed by so great an alleviation of anguish and pain, 
wliich laste for several liours, that the patient thinks himself quite cured, fiut 
the symptoms suddcnly^return again after the cessation The anguish and 
pain is increased by warm applications to the chest, and th^ patient throws them 
off. If the treatment be neglected, or improper, thef)atient dies cither in con- 
sequence of polypous formalioiii^on the intc#nal or external sj^rfacc of tTie heart, 
as well as on the internal surface of the pencardiiim, oiswlth adhesions of the 
hc’art to this membrane, and effusions of pus or water into the cavity of the 
pericardium. 

I’hc case rclateiftiy Dr. Krause, in which also he had the assisUnce of Dr. 
Heijn, manifested J,hc foregoing symptoms in a striking manner, ^jy free and 
ample bleeding, and the use of digitalis. See. the patient was quite restored to 
his usual health in ten or twelve days. 

The critical part of lleckcr’s Annals, as might be inferred from the character 
of those engaged therein, is executed in a candid and dignified spirit, with a 
single eye to the great interests of the profession. Long may they continue 
their incritoriMis efforts in the cause of science and humanity. 

Uefbre we conclude our present observations on German journals, there is 
one topic they suggest, to which we cannot avoid calling the serious attention 
of our professional bretlircn, especially of such as occasionally publish their ex- 
perience for the benefit of others. The great aim of the German medical 
writers is to express themselves mpure German. Consequently their journals 
are not disfigured, deformed, and obscured by a pitiful and ignorant pedantry 
which induces some of o*r writers frequently to interlard tlieir remarks with 
foreign words anil phrusesj as if our language were too poor to express their 
ideas, or too ignoble to utter their Iinportaifr conceptions with sufficient magni- 
loquence. they would recollect jhat a compai*atively small number of those 
• vvlio are to read tlicir remarks, arc at best but tolerable classical scholars, and 
:i majority of tliem, totally uin^quaintcd with French, Italian, &c. they would 
probably confine themselves to words to be found in the best generally used 
Fnglisli dictionaries. Nay, we can assure tliem that if they cannot express their 
observations or id^as in good English, they arc either excessively ignorant of 
tlioir mother longue, or tliclr notions are not worth the trouble ofwritingclown; 
as^hcre is no word, nor combination of woi'ds expressive of ideas, in any Ian- 
gnagCy which may not be fully rendered by an immediate equivalent, or by a 
perfectly idiomatic p<frij)hrase, into English. If cveiy writer were allowed to 
show what foreign languages he may^havc learned, or has a smattering of, (and 
why is it not as allowable to use the expressions of one foreign language as an- 
other?) our l)ooks*‘ would soon become a jargon, worse than any of the dialects 
of Ilabcl. In fact, good scholars never make use of such shallow devices to 
display learning; and as a genend nilc, it may be safely assumed that the Icam- 
mg of tlic individual is in the inverse* proportion to his employment of^uch fo* 
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reign fragments. It would be invidious, (and wc have no wish to point at per- 
sons,} were wc to refer to special instances of such sins agiunst good sense and 
good taste; but as the evil, if unchecked, is of a nature to increase, we deem it! 
a duty to call attf^ntion to its magnitude. The English language, though want- 
ing in many peculiarities that other tongues possess, is nevertheless a noble and 
powerful dialect, capable of every variety of expression required J»y the condi- 
tions of life and sociality. To render it still more suitable to all purposes, it 
is pt'opcr that evei^^iriter, instead of snatching up the first foreign wrord that 
may convey his thoU^t, should be at some pains to ascertain whctlier he could 
not find a far better egression in the language used by those to whom, and for 
whom he professes to wri|;e. 

* . * , J. D. G. 

5. Medical essays on, Fever^ TnJIanimationy Bhmmatism^ Diseases of the Hearty 
By JosEPu BnowN, M. D. &c. London, 1828, pp. 309, 8vo. 

Each of subjects treated on by Dr. Brown, is of sufficient importance t6 
fill a volume of a much laiget size, than that with which he has favoured us. 
His materials arc good, and fraught with interest, presenting what in this age 
of book-making, is almost a phenomenon, a series of original and practical oli- 
servations on many highly interesting points of pathology and practice. 

Dr. Brown commences his essay on fever with a short, but lucid view of the 
effects of malaria, the most extensively diffused, and probably tife most active 
cause of the generality of febrile diseases; our author thinks, witli M'Cullocli, 
that many otlier complaints besides fevers, strictly speaking, are attribut- 
able to this agent, though he does not extend tlic list to such a formidable 
length as that writer. 

Whilst speaking of typhus. Dr. Brown makes the following just and forcible 
remarks; ** There are few words, of which the import is more vague than ‘ty- 
phus;’ its misapplication, from carelessness, or occasionally from reasons of a more 
reprehensible nature, is so generaipi;j|^t it is to be wished it were eitlicr more 
strictly defined, or altogether bihttited fi*om our vocabulary.” 

Dr. Brown is a violent opposcr of the doptrincs of Broussals, and has for some 
time carried on a controversy with him; we shall not attempt, in this place, to * 
analyse his arguments, but will give his own theory of fever, Avithout further 
comment, than, lliat it is by "ho means a new one. 

He considers tliat the nervous system is affected at the very commencement 
of th^ attack, and that in most cases of continued fever, tliis .affection endures, 
and displays itself by perceptible signs, to tlie closer The vascular system is 
eitlicr simultaneously, or subsequently disordered; and, in a short time, those 
of secretion, assimilation, and nutrition, follow in their train, and the disease be- 
comes one “ of the whole system, in every kind of sense.*” Dr. Brown admits, 
that the excited state of tlie circulation, is*accompanicd by inflammations of im- 
portant vital organs, which must be controlled and subdued, but,, he also con- 
siders that this is not sufficient to cure the fever, regarding these iriflanimations 
as occl^l|ional and important concomitants, rather than the cause oftlic disca.se. 

TWjjencralViews of thctrcalmentto.be adopted in fevers, are, good, and 
deserve attention, particularly those on local bleedings, and purgatives; and 
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pi'ove that, although our author is a violent opposcr of the Broussain tlieory, he 
has been led to an analogous practice. 

• Essay 3d, Is on Inflammation, and contains some valuable practical observa- 
tions, on tiie different plans of treatment to be pursued. ^ 

Essay 4th, On Rheumatism, is a kind of preface to the succeeding one, on Dis- 
eases of tliQ Jlcart, wliich appears to be ashor|^ but excellent monograph of the 
disorders of that vitally important organ. Dr. Br 9 wn attributes one half of the 
diseases the heart, to rheumatism; this fact, which ha^'^Jbeen overlooked by 
many writers, is, howcvcl’, supported by Scudamore; oti^ author supports his 
observations by adverting to tl»e anatomical structure of the parts, and particu- 
larly of llic continuity of the investing memljranc, witfc the fibrous texture which 
is the seat of external rlicumatisjn; he quote* largely from thg excellent descrip- 
tion of tliis aiTangement, as given by Dr. Godman, in his ** Anatomical Investi- 
gations.” • 

“ If Lliis description of the formation of the pericardium dc correct, and I see 
no reason to qucstf)n its accuracy, then will tlie' circumstance of this membrane 
being frequently assailed with rheumatic inflammation after bleedii^, be merely 
a p!ul of tlic general fact loTig acknowledged, and c(uch continuity certainly tends 
to explain the frequency of the affection of the pericardium**’ We are glad to 
see this testimony paid to the talents and observation of our learned col- 
league, by a foreign writcr- 

Dr. Brown’s monograph, of tlie Diseases of the Heart, is, by far, the most in- 
lercsting pai’tf'of his work, and his stethoscopic indications, of the various forms 
of derangement of organization and function, arc lucid, and well-arranged. It 
>\iU well repay a*carcful perusal. R. E. G. 

d. Imcs of Physiology^ translated from the Italian ofU, Sr*fNOR Dott, B. Mojon, 
Professor Rrnerilus in the Royal University of Genoa, and Member of many 
I ^earned Bodies; with Mditions, and a Physiological Table of Man, Dedicated 
by permission to Sin Astley Paston Cooper, Bart. F. R. S. Surgeon to the 
King. By Georg K. Skexe, Member jofs the Royal College of Surgeons in 
London. JLoiultji, 1827, 8vo. pp. 121* 

The character of Mojon’s Laws of Pliysiology has been for some time esta- 
blished, as a. satisfactory digest/rom the experiments and systematic works of 
ihc most approved pliysiologists of all countries. They may be read with ad- 
vantage by all wJio desire to obtain in a condensed form, the results of the ac- 
tual condition of ijliysiological knowledge. We have not had an opportunity 
of comparing the translation with the original, but should infer that it h5 been 
fairly rendered into English. 

I'o Mr. Skene we chccifully give the credit of activity and zeal, combined with 
a spirit of iiupiir}', whk:b, under proper guidance, may lead him to high honours. 
We have not room nor inclination atpprcscut to examine his particular theories 
in detail, tlioqgU the impression we have derived fixim them is, that they are 
more strongly ch^clcrizcd by novelty, than by legitimacy of deduction fron* 
premises. However, we would encourage him to pursue his researches with 
steadiness, ,;ind endeavour to acquire that solid fame which is the certain result 
•)f :i zealous application of philosophy to the study of nature, 
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Ills dedication to Sir A. Cooper is striking^ly neat, well adapted, and tersely 
expressed^ and mi,Gfht serve as a model to some of our American brethren, who, 
even in this land of intellectual independence, occasionally produce dedications^ 
unrivalled for nayiscous adulation and servility, 

J. D. G. 


7- j 1 Manual of IheMjMiomi/f Physiology y and Diseases of the Eye and Us Jlppen- 
dages. By S. J. H|UTFoni), Member of the Uoya^ College of Surgeons in 
London, Surgeon to the Dispcnsaiy for Diseases of Dye, and late Senior 
Assistant-Surgeon to the 72d, or Duke of Albany’s own Highlanders. I.on- 
don, 1B28. pp. 199, 8vc5 with a plate. 

• • • 

Much attention has keen given in Great Britain, within the last few years, to 
the diseases oft^.-ayc, and tlicse affections, so long abandoned by the profes- 
sion, are now consioered as constituting a brancli of surgery, with which every 
regular surgeon should be conversant. This beneficial chaflgc is in part owhig 
to the ]iath^glcal researches of Wardrop, still more to the zeal and efforts &i 
the late W* Saunders, an^ {^rhaps above all to the ravages produced by the 
puriform inflamma^n of the conjunctiva among the army, whilst iiiEg} ])! and 
subsequently to itariiturn, and which attracted the cs])ccial ullention of the ar 
my surgeons to this formidable disease, and the vaiious dcrangeinenls of the 
organ of vision in which it resulted; and it is to the surgeons of the English 
army that we are indebted for many improvements in our knowlidgeofllic i)a- 
thology and mode of treatment of the diseases under notice, and for some very 
interesting tracts on these subjects. * 

Most of these treatises, liowxvcr, are limited to the consideration of .a single 
disease, or a new operation or method of cure. Mr. Stratford has undertake* n 
a more extensive work, and lias presented us with "a Manual of the Anatomy, 
Physiology, ilnd DUcases of the Eye and its Appendages.” He commences with 
an anatomical description of the orbits the appendagos, and of the c*ye-b:ill; he 
next oifers a few general considc^Hoos oq tlie diseases of Hie eye and its ap- 
pejodages; and then treats in su6<^Kmof the diseases of the.con{um:tlva, lachry- 
mal gland, lachrymal passages, ey^ds, orbits, of the sclerotic coal, cornea, iris, 
choroid coat, and ciliary processes, of the retina, membrane of the aqueous - 
humour, the lens and its capsule; and the genial diseases of tlic cyc-ball, as 
glaucoma, fungus haematddl^ &.c. and concludes witli an account of the clfocts 
of injuries of tile eye and its appendages, and their treatment. Most of llu' 
subjects interesting to the ophthalmologist, arc, it will be p^ercolvcd, brought 
under notice. • 

If the work .of Mr. Stfilitford will not supply the w^ant, so long felt, of a com- 
plete system of ophUialipic. medicine and surgery, it at least has the mcril! of 
being the best compendj^tir manual that lias hitherto bcdli presented to the pro- 
fessidn. His descriptions of diseases arc \:oncise and accurate, his pathology 
almost always correcl^.^e treatment he Recommends such as woidd naturally hi? 
saggestedJv a correct ^^thology, and is that wire'll lias bet/fi sanctioned by tin* 
exf>erie||MEC|^e betlt practitioners. Wc coi^fjfatiilatc the student on the v:i 
luCblOjSaSW&Mm that this book will be to him. 
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FOREIGN INTELLIGENelEi. 


ANATdMY. 

1. jltionmlies inthe Anatomy of the Kidneys.-r^T. BoriLLAUB has in one 

sul)j(:ct with only one kidney, which was situat'i^d across the liras fuT' 

iiishcd with two ^’otcTs*, it was considerably lurg||U^^ian the ordilyry size. 

Dr. IL ha.s found the kidneys lobiilated in foufw^lt bodies. ^ iShe ext^nal 
roiifijjuration of the kidneys resembled in ^ome degfpee th^jhemispheres of the 
cerebrum, 'flic lobes and sinuosities representing* the ciroj^volutions and in- 
fractions of tlic brain. In one instance two iiretei’s proceeded from the right 
kidney, and at the termination of about two inches they united into one caw. 
Tlic left kidney was naturally formed . — Journal Cofnijilernentoire^ Julyi 1828. 

2. Hare and Jiemarkahle Anomaly of the Vascular System.'^Thls case was met 
with by Profossot' Fjianche, and is related in the Zeitachr. fur naiur^und HeWe, 
for IbJr. I’iie .aorta was in its natural position, but the vena cava ascendens 
tlid not lie on tho r}<j^kt side of the former vessel; it, on the contrary, ascended 
over the fourtli, tliird, and second lumbar vertebrs, on the Ic^ side of tlie 
aorta; opposite to the first lumbar vertebra, the vein crossed in front of the ar- 
tery, iinjiiecliately below the superior mesenteric. Having arrived on the right 
side of the loria, the vci|i continued to ascend, as usual, towards the liver and 
diaphragm. At llu* point whore thp vena^vaSs famed by tlie union of the 
two iliacs, and wlu fe the aorta bifiircatei®^ , iliac veins were for the .most 

. jiHi-t coverodjjy tlR;iliac arteries, but the wptet were rather more to 
t hall the latter, coiTcsponding thusavith the anomaly of the principal trCmlcs. 

• 'I’lie aorta was in this inann^ quite embraced by the vena cava opposite to the 
lumbar portion of the vertebriil ^olumii. The only siipilar caw on recor^^vo 
believe, is tliat noticed by Morgagni, I)c Std. et Morfi» Lib^ IV -f .. . 

3. Insertion of the limhilical Vein tn the rifrld Auricle of the Heart- By Vro- 

fessor Mkviie.— T he cliild wlio formed the subject of thifc^ase died jpune- 
duitcly after its birlli williaiit juiy known cause. It did not show My ano- 
malous appearance extemally, but tlie vessels been i gjpo ted, a re- 

inaflcable anomaly was discovered in the (lispositu^' the un^ptbal vessels. 
TJie umbilical vein, ijistcad of dividing into two to traverse the 

liver, continued in Ibc form of one trunk, and asCOhded over the copvex 
huilacc of the right lobe of that organ to the,dght auricle of the heart, where 
it terminated Uifore and above the mquth of the inferiprfeiva. The heart ap- 
l)carcd to bef pulb-ihd^v n by this insertion of the umb*|8jal vein; itft. base wm 
imieli inclined towards the rigl^t>nd towards the sternul^i^its p ogtio n was, c^* 
sc(iiit*ntlv, more ti’ansvcrse than Ohlinary. A single uml^Smal 

the abdominal aorta, at Us bifurcation, between the primitive iiacs; it fiossea. 
on the left side of the iirinnrv bladder, and contiiHued its course to the um- 
No. VI.— Feb. 1829. * 56 
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bilious, otb^r aQomuly was discovered in tlie abdominal, or the thoracic 
visctT 3 L.~^Sulleiin des Sc. Med. May, 1828, from the Nova Acta Phys. Med. 
Acad. QiL,C. Nut. Curws. Tom. III. 1827. 

4. Metallic Merfhry found in the Human Body. — In Vol. II. p. 227, \vc men- 
tioned that metallic mercury had been found in the human body by some French 
chemists. It appears from Schwt^js^a Juhrbuchcr drr Physik and Clifmie, Tome 
3px. that Professor '•^seland, ^^eifswald, lias found it in the Bcmi-li(tuid 
fat ofi a wen. 

5. Instance in which the Kidney was situated in the Pelvis. Tly Professor IIku- 

siNOSB.— -file woman in whom this malformation was found, was :ig*ed twenty- 
three years and died of a])(#jjlcxy. 'I'he rig'ht kidney was in its natural situation 
ns also the renal caj^sule of tlic J</t side. The left kidney, on the contrary, 
was situated in the pelvis, in fi^nt of the left httjf of tlic sacrum, behind the 
uterus, to the left of the rectum, wfak|i was pushed towa^xlsthc rig-ht, and was 
in part before the Baq^o-iliac symphysis of the right side. The siiapc of tlie 
left kidney was almost circular} its gi*eatest diameter three inches six lines, its 
smallest '*^ee inches. ^ 

6. ^Anaterikieal JDescriptiM:i^ tl^ Anastomosis hetircen the (hlosso-pharyngian, 
the Trifaciaihnd TriwlceMknique Nerres. — Dr. Jacmihsos has inserlcil in the 
Rupert. d'Anat. ct de Phys. Vol.IL a description of this anastomosis; the follow- 
ing are the conclusions of this learned Danish anatomist. 1st. 'fhere exists an 
anastomosis between the glosso-pharyngiaii, the superior maxillary and the 
grand syinpathelic nerves; 2(1, this anastomosis is constant in man and in a great 
number o^niftnwiferous atif^pals; 3d, this anastomosis in its structure and its 
course exhibits much analogy to the corda t>mpam. — Dull, des Sci. Mid. Aug. 
1828. 


PHYSIOLOGY. 

T. State of the Heart during Pregnancy . — It is asserted by M. I.AUcnEir, in a 
paper in the Archives G^nirales, tliat in pregnant wonl^ii tlie left vemricle be- 
comes thicker, more firmf iredder^ .fl^ movtt active than natural. This hyper- 
troplyr, he sayg,^ whether the cap^SSrtbc effect of pletliont, always imparts an 
cni^l^ to thexiieulation, whicH aelfeiUnts for the vascular symptams of preg- 
nancy. * 

— 

near fhe PardSd ^^land, containing n»>Ffrtus . — Professor Re web, of 
Jeni^ relates in the S^^tseh^i^r die Organ. Physick. for Sept. 1827, his having 
found in a cow which died’ cf hectic fcv(;r, a cyst two indies in length a1 its 
greatest diameter^, pndcr the skin, behind the parotid glhiid, wJiich contained 
the bofACs of a feewu — Bull, des Sc. Med. June, 1828. ' 

— • 

9. Instaineo^'€h'aduM^Sbd&ion of all the aSfjiscs in successitm, the Intellectual Jfu- 
culHea remaitm^ Be* pEiiMoir. — M. C. J . a Corsican, allied to the fa- 

Napoleon, ora ^^ous temperament, rich, a wit^^ lover of the fine arts, 
and a'^votce of pleasure, wdiicKj^ad bec£;i indulged in to excess, was attackeil 
vdth difiiculty of vision, wliich sow terminated in complete amaurosis. Having 
suffered ^^is youth syphilis, he was put on a course of meVcuiy, witliout 
a^ beiWV; AfterwaMihe tried numerous reroed" js unVi^ftlic best physicians 
^ Notwillistandiiiljjithis blindness, he continued to 

fubH|STuncti^> itsiWncier, and acquired such a tacttliat he coubj distinguish 
on ebpper from ivood-cuts, litliogAphs, &c. by the fingers alone. 
In fifeort, he enjoyed society nharly as much us ever, and hardly felt the loss of 
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sight. But ill a few years lie began to g^ow deaf of one enu^^eo of the other» 
and ill a short time, he had to add the total loss of heariw to of sight! By 
means of large moveable types or letters, which his family put tdjjls&er, he 
* was soon able to read witli his fingers whatever was wished tQ.be communicat- 
ed, and by this contrivance he still held free intercoursdt n^th the cxtenial 
world. All Ills intellectual faculties remiuned unimpaired and his mcniory 
was extremely tenacious. But new iiiisfortfllies were in store. Muscular mo- 
tion and s'rtisibillty began to fail, and, in time, thejnverc completely ex^ 

tiiict! He was now, as it were, exiled fi^9#.the earth, mid-t of his fa- 

mily and fj'icnds ’ He could speak; but nO answer, no si^, no impressioif could 
he rcceive through any^hanncl of sense! In this depl^able condiuoii, it was 
^ccidtuituliy discovered that a small portion of one of his checks retained its 
sensibility, and ibo active imagination of the sufferer soon took advantage of 
tile discovery. He caused one of liis sons to trace^eiters on his clweks as he 
dictated tlieiii, and by coiistanit repetitioiAc w^ soon able to recognise tliese 
letters as traced on tbc sensible part. .Hjj made sucl# progTjess, that, in a few 
days, his son wrote his father’s clieeSthe speech of tlie of France, on 
his return in lbl5, tlie whole of which was completely ufidelratood! With this 
sole solace of a cl»:ai y deatii in life, he dragged out some time in a of tho 
p’calest misery that can well be imagined — his Intellectual faculties ifoitappear- 
’iiig to sutler thc^lightcst degree of dcc.'u . At Ji^gth the unfo^jlinate patient 
became cnfeelilcd, the frcal malti‘rs escaped itiVmuntarily, and after many 
years of suflcring be succumbed. No autopsic examination was made. — Bulle- 
tin dcis JSciincc'i Mt'dlcalts, Jan. 1828. 

If). On the Coagulation of the Blood. — Dr. Joint U\v t relates a number of inth- 
rcstiu ; experiments on this subj(*ctin the Edinburgh MediccUand Surgical Jour- 
nal, for Oct (flier, 1S28. 'file following are liis cdhclusions. t^^-The coagula- 
lion of the blood takes place iiidepondont oi|hnotion, and it is very little 
.'dfected by inotKm, whether violent or moderate; 2dlt/, That it is not caused by 
the action of atmospheric air, or much atfeclcd by any kind of air that is not 
.absorbalilc in water; Sdli/, That it is not retarded by the introduction and ab- 
sorption of c.irbonic acid gas; and lastly. That the action of reagents on the 
blood, or the fibrin of the blood, as regtwds coagulation, is exceedingly va- 
I'iiMis, not to be anticipated a jww/, and inexplicable on any one hypothesis 
liitlierto adv.uK’ed, the ^Ifect of each of tliem recj^uiring special Consideration, 
and further and minute experimental enc^ujfy for its. elucidation. 

11. Persphatio\aftvr Death. — At a me4mg of the Royal A^demy of-:||f^i- 
cine in Augair-t last, the secretary I'ead a case which came under the observa- 
tion '•of M. Spsa wzA, chnloal profes.sor at Pamia. Tho .subject was a woman of 
Mantua, who died on tlie fourth day .after an allack of encephalitis. Examined 
twcl\c liouvs after death, the bVly was still wai'in^d cc^ered with a pl^||hse 
pcrspiralioii, which, as ofu n as it was w iped off, reTOrncdagain. This pheiiotne- 
iion continued during twenty-four hours. M. Fontaneille, bjr whom the case was 
addresscvl to the ,aca<lcniy, huggests in explanation of thisL^^urrence, ^hat the 
cutaneous capillary vessels still retained a^reninant of the vitality proper to 
them ad'ter the cessation of general \\\\x\\\y 1828. 

12. On the Conditifm (f the Dinod^and lilood-veiitl^'^ — Dr. 

K\LTENnuKN.vKvt lias recently published some interesting cxpcriTUenhf wliicJi^ 
he iiLstituted on these subjects. 'J'lfc succ^lsivc changes wliicli, by tiicans oi 
the microsctijje, he observed to takc^]>lacc ih an orgaijy^ the moment of its be- 
ing de])riv«d of li^K^rfvero the following: — On the ap^nch of (l(^th, the co- 
lumn of blood in llie arteries wadnalty diminishes in ti}l> at list, the 

sols contain only half of the umial quantity; the strcsiW™^unin|toprupt^ rajnd, 
and withoiVL any visible pulsations, which, however, may be obifeved a^Ber 
time, corresponding with those of the heart, andgnidnidly becoming more and 



KilTARTERLY PERISCOPE. 


444 

more disUncif^fU however, t^icy become unequal and indistliict, mid, at the 
same time^ the colwn of blood decreases, till it disappears entirely; tlie arte- 
ries ara^j^w quite empty, and oi^antc life is extinct. Whilst the arterial stream 
is uninterrupted^ no dWurbance is observed in the veins; but as soon as the ar-' 
teiial circulation becomes unequal and irregular, the blood is accumulated in 
the veins; and from the moment jdiat no more blood is carried into them, tliat 
which they contain stagnates jajrah'ely, retaining, however, for some, time, an 
undulatory motion^g^sing int0^tM|)ranchcs, and then returning figain; tliese 
undulations graduu^diminish, aifi^l^ecomc reduced to smaller limits; the glo- 
bules of the blood li^K^nglomerated, all spontaneous motion ceases/ and tlic 
mechanical laws detm^ne its farther direction. ThisVndiilation of the venous 
blood is obijirved, not only in dying animals, but also ifi parts divided from the 
living bodjr^ and in those ij;hich, by a veiy tight ligature, have been separated 
from the ^teiln. In these cases, the arteries arc emptie<l as soon as tlicy re- 
ceive no more blood; the fluid' of (be capilla^^cssels, firom this moment, is 
thrown into undulation^!, which pr ^m^h e bloo^tOwards the veins, and, lastly, 
terminates in oqihpletc stagnation. ^IHlis fact is’ a decisive proof, that the mo- 
tion of ^e blood in tlic smaller arteries, and especially in the capillary system 
and veiibi is, in some degree, independent of the action of heart. 

It is a general opinion, that after death the blood is equally distributed to 
all the organs 0 if the body^^i^ess any of them had been the ^cat of inflamma- 
tion; this IS ribt the case: ill%e extremities, the serous membranes, the lungs, 
&c, the blood retires from the capillar}^ system into the larger vi‘ins; in other 
organs, as, for instance, in the spleen and fiver, the capillary vessels do not 
completely empty themselves. It is very interesting to obseric, that in fishes, 
the blood of 'the smaller vessels is not emptied into the veins, fiiit that, from 
the motnent when the circulation is arrested, it is infiltrated into the cellular 
tissue, wherb it is found in iteddish masses; a fact, which can only^ie accounted 
for, by assuming that Uiesc silall vessels are canals without projicr parictes. In 
the liver of the frog, the same appears to take place, but not in that of the rab- 
bit, which, after death, is found most bcautifhlly injected. 

In the spleen, the small vessels undergo a very singular change at the m(i- 
ment of death. During life, the distribution of me vessels in tliis organ is very 
similar to that in the substance of the liver; after death, the same phenomenon 
takes place as in the capillaiy system of fishes; the smaller arteries and veins, 
and the capillaiy vessel^ emit their blood into the cellular tissin*, where it is 
found in red masses; the;;laiger aj|l|^es and veins only retain their blood, of 
w^h, in the siller vessels,- no npe can be discovered; Ibis accounts fur the 
g^ml opiiuori'’that, in the spledpv the arterial blood is pofired in^o cells, from . 
wMch it is taken up by the vcina; at the sane time, it explains why all attomiils 
to inject the arteries of the spleen from the veinsvhavc failed. \Vliocvw ex- i 
an^es the edg^ of the spleen of tlic mouse uyder a microscope, will be con- 
lliat after de|^ the^^lood of the capillary system is infdti-ated into tlie pa- 
renchymatous tissue, nut he will never, during life, observe its emission into cells. 

On examining, after death, the mucous membrane of the small intcstiiu^s, 
it appears, even ti#thc naked eye, that a small portion of tho blood is retained 
in the capillary vessels, the rest ^Ing carried into ttc larger veins. 

The changes whidt^^is, cisodlltion of inflamed parts undergoes after death, 
is very difiett^t from.those^observable in hcaltiiy organs. The blood is 
veyedftom all partdwW-dccclerateil motion, towards the centre of inflain 
the arterial is not changed into venous blood, and its coagulatory pow 1 1 * 
is mu^ increased. If in this sta|ii^ death *lakes place, the column of b lood in 
the suh'ouncling vessels diminishes in siz^, and the blond accumulates in the 
jij|lame d so that S£|flast the peripheric vessels are* ■perfectly •emptied; at 
uib mo mp it file circ|^tion ceases, but for a copsiae^rablc time afterwards un- 
^ blood is gradually carried towards the centre 

which insensibly terminate in stagnation. This motion, 
sub^quent to the death of the animal, is also observed in the newly-formc(i 
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vessels. In a lesser de^ec of inflammation, the blood is l)^e|eratcd in its 

motion, and does not approach to a complete stasis; the d||bipfetei undulations 
^ are also visible, but ultimately the blood is carried into the veins. Iti nph cases 
’ tJie inflamed parts exhibit haiYlly any redness after death. ^ 

It appears, that in some organs, inflammation is more disj^ed to form the 
inflammatory centres described above, than in others; in the matter division, to 
which the serous membranes seem cspecifdh^ belong, exudation is most fre- 
quently observed. If cold water is the peritmieal cavity, inflam- 

mation is soon excited, and quickly follo^^Phbiy exudbitic^^e afflux of blood 
is so violent, as to make the membrane appear like a n^l^ork of injectefi ves- 
sels; from the moment that life ceases, the blood graduwy leaves them, and is 
completely poured int^ the veins, so that^ after death, but very slight , traces of 
the preceding inflammation can be perceived. 

The abdomen of an animal being opened, or ift intestines andemesentery 
being drawn out, thp contact^ atmospherfl: air soon causesrinflammation, which 
increases very rapidly in th&’'lnesenteiy;j^t slowly 5t#tlie intestines. When, 
however, it has arrived at a certain pitcll^ tlm latter, it sud^Mly diminishes in 
the former, and gradually subsides, till at last its vessels iBtnptied, and the 
inflaminalion is c;^iined to the intestines alone. The same phenomej^n takes 
place if the mesentery is first irritated, and the' intestine is afterwards exposed 
'to any exciting c^usc. It seems, then, that infla||^tion is much j^ore readily 
excited in tlie serous membranes, than in the orgttlte which tliey'ctivelope, but 
that it subsides very rapidly, and in the same proportion as it increases in the 
intestines. 'I'ho tissue of the lungs appears also to be little disposed to form 
inflammatory centres, while in the liver the contrary obtains. The circulation 
of the latter organ is, even in the state of health, very slow and favourable to 
considerable accumulation of blood; in inflammation it is first aopelciitted, but 
gradually rcArded, and lastly, a complete stagnation takes place? ' ITie same 
is observed in inflammation of the spleen. 

Violent inflarifmation of the mucous intestinal membrane, often leaves no 
fraccs whatever; the blood with which, during life, the capillary vessels were 
gorged, is, after death, so completely conveyed into the veins, as to render this 
membrane almost as pale as in its healthy state; tliis is even most striking in 
tlic most acute inflammation, so that, in this respect, Um mucous are apparently 
very similar to the serous membranes. 

When the capillary ^vessels are wounded, scarcely any extritvasatioA ap- 
pears to take j)lace, only a few globules esjjppe, and the circulation through the 
wounded vessels i^Jl not at all disturbed, bi^^ntinues as before. If very small 
arteries are dividejj, the lixinorrhage is al^Vciy trifling; but the blood 
to circulate through llic wounded ycssels, and passes entirely into tlie aitoial 
branch next above tlic division. When a larger artery is divided, a considera- 
ble hsemorrhage ensues from the two ends, and the blood of neighbouring 
arteries is seen moving towards the wound as lowfUds a centre; after some.flihe, 
an UTululatory motion is observed in the ends of the arteries, so that, at one 
moment, the blood iiv)\es towards the point of division, and, in the next, re- 
r\n*ns into the vcf^el; tlicsc uiululations gi*aduaUy dccrcasej till the mqyement 
of the blood, towards tlie^livided extrcmitiei^ ceases entirely, the blood being 
carried through the next arterial brandies. vV , 


PAlllOLOfkY. 

• , 

l.l. Casc^f Ihintimrnf the Right Jiirkle of the HeS^. By U. RuTnEiiroan, 
Rsq. Surgeon. — A wom.'in aged twenty -four years, whOliad been four years be- 
fore subject lo fff'rp mrntal viqiiktuikt since when she &s sufl^^l frequently 
from palpitation of the heart, her lips becoming at such times plirple,^d he« 
whole coiuilcnancc assuming a cadaverous appearance, was attacked, Novem 



416 ^UARTfiRLY PEHISCOPJE. 

ber 10th, 1825, with a fit, which was described as rcscniblinp^ epilepsy, slie wds 
incapable at the tii^ of ailiculation, and felt extremely cold. When seen by 
Mr. R. Ae complained of extreme throbbing in tlie head, and great confusion 
when she sat up in bed, and vomited on taking any thing into the stomach i' 
pulse hard, frequent, but regpilar. She was depleted and purged, &c. aiul 
was somewhat relieved. On the 14th of November, Mr. U. took from her in a 
full stream twelve ounces of blqM, and her pulse still continuing hard, he let 
the blood flow till she lost eigfl^or^n ounces more. “ 'Flie puUc still conll- 
nued hard and fre^|^'nt, but 3ie Sf^i she was relieved. She did not show the 
slightest disposition jj^T&int after the bleeding, but on lying down she* Aiddcnly 
exclaimed, ‘ Oh dear/my heart! it will certainly bursf: my feet feel so strange, 
they are quite dead: pray, put your hand on my heart,*sir, it will come out.’ I 
went imme^^ly round to her bed-side, when she expired in my arms in a 
state simii^' to fainting. * 

** On examining 'the body, the Viscera in general were found to be in a 
healthy state: tliere wefe slight adhmons of the Kings to the pleura; hut the 
pericardium was much thickened, liaNlffroin previous inflammatory action, -.'u-jd 
distended. On opening it, a muss of dark coagulatcfl blood presented itseli', 
the heart being completely buried beneath its surface; or^tlie inspection of 
which, we discovered that the right auricle was riipturcil near the superior 
cava: its parietes were pardqularly thin and flaccid.”— of Morbid Jnd- 
tomyt &c. L Part L 

14. Case of Rupture of the Left Veniriclc of the Heart. Ry Joiiv Athms, E^q 
Surgeon. — A stout man, aged forty-six years, temperate habits, for many years 
subject to gfreat mental anxiety, in consequence of the miscoiuhict of a near re- 
lative, was attacked, November 5tli, whilst walking home, witli :i sense of 
weight and tightness on the left side of the chest. Nov. Sth. Ai\cr passing a 
night of great mental distress, aggravated by having to perform a viuy ]^aiiih'l 
task, he had a return of the sensations of weight, &c. which had hitherto only 
been felt during exertion; his breathing was interrupted under exertion; pulse 
85, full, but easily compressed. He was purged, and in the evening took a dosc' 
of laudanum. JJiTov. 9, “ had passed a night bigreat agony, both ofliody and miud 
the pain in the region of the heart very severe, And extending along each arm, 
particularly the left; his pulse ISO, full, and firm; tongue white and dry; coun- 
tenance exceedingly anxious, and pale. Venx sectiy ad .^xiv. He bccame 
faint during the bleeding, and^oimi^: somewhat relieved ibr a few moments, 
but as soon as the faintness w^tWH^he pain, tightness, &i. returned as .severe 
asll^ore, the bowels not havingj^d since last evening, (^-dereil liydr. subm. « 
gr. Vi. c. haust. rhei. His symptoms continued with unabiitcd \Molcnce until 
half past one, wjhen having raised himself on liis left arm, to turn to his right « 
ride, he fell baC^in bed, and expired after a short but violent struggle. 

**^Morhid Jtppear<mce8,-^Oa opening the thorax, the pericardium appeared 
to be distended, and emitted, wlien divided, a quantity of serous Huid; but tlic 
heart was entirely concealed by an envelope of coagul:ii 4 'd blood, whicli pn 
sentedrBQ imposing an appearance, that I stood for some minutes surve}ing it 
before 1 could proceed 'with thu^xamlnation. Tlir eoagiila were .separate^l. 
into three distinct layers. The^moval of the first, which had a foliated ap- 
pearance, exposed only the apex of the heart, the second a larger surfact’ of 
that organ, but the ^rd uncovered its lesion, which extended into tlie left 
ventxrae, between the carncnc columns:, close to the septum ventriculorum, and 
nearer to the apex than the base of. the hftart.” — Ibid. 

^ 15. Notes of Two doses of Rupture nf the Left Veiriididc of th§ Heart. I5y 
5on9,gWs, Esq. Si^gcon. — “I. A maiden lad^, aged .Sf'venty-tl)rce, jolly, 
aiid ohceki^, was in a violent passion one Siindayi and for a week 

^afteciSra coi^lained of pain in the region of the heart, and o .•^hortne.^s nf 
bi'ea^mgf but went about till the expiration of tliattime, wlnm she se nt lV>r me m 
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'Jie evening'. She was suifei'ing so little from these sympto^ uA to debate about 
g'oing out to dinner the next day. She passed u restless mght, but in tlie 
•sitting' room in the morning, and kept about till night, whe;i she was wable to 
lie down in bed, and sat up with the hand applied to the region of the heart, 
on account of pain there. She expired before morning. Fdbp ounces of coa- 
giilatcil blood were found in the jjeric/Ardium,. The heart is not enlarged, nor 
«loes it any morlnd appearances; the gfSat vessels proceeding from it 

are equally healthy and well-shaped. The^lipture of tlic llrft ventricle is in the 
.anterior oarl of the heart, very near the Upturn 6f the ventricles, and one»inch 
and a half from the apex% There is an irregular rent in ihe external serous co- 
^'cring of the heart, un4 in a few of the superficial muscular fibres, of half an 
incli in length, but deeper than this; the slit is not more than one-eighth of an 
inch, this being what we very pi*operly consider thesdimensions of t^ opening 
into the ventricle. ^ ^ 

“ II. 'I’lu; siil) ject was an ac^e old gentleman, with ^ry florid cheeks, above 
.‘■evojity years of age, and whom I had coitelimented c5ii his health and cheerful- 
ness f )rty-cight hours before his death. He was exerting hinttelf at a public 
uu i ting; whilst standing, he entered wannly into adebate, tottered, fell, and was 
found to be dead.*lk*lween seven and eight ounces of blood were found in the 
pcricardiiiin. 'rhe lieart was very considerably enlarged, owing, no doubt, to 
the morbid state ft’some of the large vessels proceeding from the '^ch of the 
aorta; fur tlie arteria iiuiominata, just at its origin, was so diminished in its tube, 
by atlu rumatoiis deposition between its coals, as to leave a passage not more 
than one-eig'hlli of an inch in diameter; and the left subclavian artery was simi- 
larly diseased and dlminisliod one-half in its calibre. The rupture of the left 
V ( utricle is situated two inches from the apex, in the left wall of the ventricle, 
opposite to ilae septum of the ventricles; the whole thickness of ijhe ventricle, 
Cv\hich is at t!ii.s spot about one-third of an inch,) U opened by a ^t, half an 
' u:!l in length; Uit the rent in the outer membrane of the heart, and in some of 
ibu snpciht 'Lil muscular fibres, is above an inch Jong. These two cases con- 
trast well, in the diiTerence of time between the immediate cause of the injury 
and its fatal result, the bulk of the pigan, and tlq; state of the large vessels.”— 
Ihiil. 

lo. Ctnr ( f linpfure of the Ijift Ventricle of the Heart. By G. H. Watbojt, 
r.sq. — A mail, ;ut. dl, fiAl habit, short stature, was prevented from sleeping for 
two or three nights^ owing td a violent puflE^in his chc^t; pule 75-80, regmar> 
I’ln se symptoms abated on the fifth or six^rday, but they then suddenly,;^- 
t urned and l^rmiMatod the cxistcnci^ of the patient. On examination, a 8lnii]l, 
liiioqual, and apparently torn orifiA; appeared in the anterior portion of the 
* h ft ventricle, through wliioh the blood had passed into the pericardium. “ The 
i.incr surf.cc of the ventricle vftis deeply red for one or two lines from the ori- 
fice, forming an inlhuiu'd zone round it; one or two of the carncs columnae were 
scfiaratcil f rom their aliachm«.nl.s to the heart towards the apex, and their sepn- 
ratod points bore the Appearance of ulceration having been the cause of this 
lesion. The internal siiiface of the aorta, about an inch and a half abdVe the 
•;emilunar valves, was vciy* red; the heart wi||^so very fat.” Nothing else re- 
in:»^’k:ible was obstrveil — Ibid. 

17. Ca.se of Jfi£r!mt Pectorisy and Ossified Cerebral Arteries. By J. Lxwis, 
Ksq. Surgeon. — A robust, muscular,mid healthy man, aged sixty-seven» died 
suddenly) Oetober 3(lih, 1826. Twice in the morning (^tlvut day, and once in 
the evening, Just befoi:j; he expired, riic complained ofja severe pain shooting 
.across the bottom of his thorax,, and darling to the middle of tlie upper right 
arm. l)i.sscction. — 1 i cad. 1 )ura mater thicker, and more dbnsc than natural; bwn 
unusually right ventricle containing from “ ten to fbuPteenfSrachms^f per- 
fectly clear serum, and the left from .six to eight drachms of the like colourless 
flifnj. I'he arteries at the base of the skull, particularly the vertebral and basi- 
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l^ry, were ogsifled in^patches. The cerebellum appeared healthy, with the ex- 
ceptloa Qf being softened. Upon removing the cerebrum and cerebellum, there 
waa foutfid at the basis of the cranium between one and two ounces of blood/i 
serum. Upon maUng sections of the cerebrum and cerebellum in various direc- 
tions, there was ifj appearance of rupture or extravasation. Thorax. The left 
lung was distended with air, and adhered to the pleura universally. The right 
lung was healthy, and not adhet^t. The heart was very large, and &t, filling 
the pericardium; tliq[ coronary arteries were much ossified, but there was no 
othea diseased appeiwance. Abdomen. The spleen adhered to the peritoneum, 
and iiw so tender t^t it broke down upon being detailed. Some portions of 
the small intestines also adhered to the peritoneum. X^e abdomen and chest 
were covei^ w^ fat to the depth of two or three inches.” 

For a s^^f lSme prcvioui. to Iiis death he had been very forgetful, and his ideas 
were at timelmthey:onfused, and occasionally would talk incoherently. 

18. Case of Chronic InJ^mmation imd Partial OssificaJthmof the Coronary and 
Vertebral Arteries^ pniducing AnginaPectoris, By H. J. Gokx, Esq. Surgeoii.— 
A man^ act. 57, middle size, muscular, had for some years past been subject to 
attacks of extreme difficulty of breathing, pain in the chest, Ahd violent cough; 
which ^mptoms came on suddenly whilst he was engaged in any exercise, even 
walking at w moderate pace, ascending stairs, or performing tny other motion 
that accelerated respiration. The horizontal ])ostiire could not be endured, 
bringing on dyspnoea and epughing; he always reclined with his shoulders raised, 
Whustponversing, ho fell, and instantly expired without the slightest struggle. 

Brain. The ventricles contained four or five ounces of fluid. 
The vertebral arteries were unequally enlarged, and partially ossified. In other 
respects, the ji^rain and its membranes were sound. 'Fhc abdominaj viscei’a were 
heidthy. Thohicic viscera. The lungs were perfectly healthy, but very miieli 
gorged with blood, even the upper surfaces appearing nearly black. I'licre 
was considerable, but not recent adhesion of the lungs to the pleura costalis- 
iTie pericardium was healthy, but contained about two ounces of fluid, 'flic 
coronaiy arteries were inflamed, and partia^jy ossified.” — Ibid. 

19. Case of Rupture of an Aneurism of the Ufi Vertebral Artery. By II. J. 
Gobe. — The subject of this was a tall, muscular man, xt. 24, accustomed to 
drink spirits. October 20th, 1826, he was excessively drowsy, for wbicii he had 
leeches applied to the temples, amj^ok an aperient. I'hls relieved him, and 
tl^^azt ^yhesaid he was quite ww' In the evening, directlx after goingto bed, 
hpWddenly became insensible, resfpuration laborious, and he iirimedi:»tely expired . * 
Examination^ sixteen hours after Death. — Tin: membranes of the brain were 
much charged with venous blood. The substance of the brain was pailicularly ‘ 
soft, and had a peculiar yellowish-brown appearance. The ventricles contain- 
ed fbout six ounces of water and a small quantity of coaguhitcd blood, (about 
two drachms in each.) The plexus choroides was neai’ly white. At llic base 
of the brain, there were about four ounces of coagulated Blood, which had es- 
caped ffom a small aneurism of tj^e left vertebral artery, just before its junction 
with the right to form the basilai fe ^ Both vertebral aHerics were in a diseased * 
slate, tlieir tunica beto'gmuch tMmened in parts for about three-quarters of' an 
inth in length, and /eVeral rings of a cartilaginous sub.slance being deposited Ce- 
tweeii'Uiem; but the basllaiy and carotids were healthy.”* —7 

€ 

, 20. Excessive Dilataijpn of the Aorta, and very Enlarged state of the Heart. By 
PniCE^ jEsq. Surgecin. — Case 1. This |)utient, duriiig^he four 5 cars that he 

uirit^die care of Mr. P. ate well, slept well, h I a tranquil pulse, cool skin, 
ctebp i^^ue, and his evacuations were healthy and natural in ap])oarance, hut 
he ^as4lway8 complaining of illness. He was always iinagliiing that he was 
going toTall down, when he either walked, stood still, or rode in a carriage; hut 
■V/? torsebaeh the sensation never annoyed him. Bleeding, purging, &c. were cm- 
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l>loyed, bat he counleracted the effects of all remedies Ijy indulging his appe- 
tite, which was voracious. About eighteen months befbt^his deaUi^ it became 
, apparent that there was an unnatural condition of his ^art or aorta* . ** From 
this period, the inconveniences consequent upon suclran affection cbn^ntly 
increased, and became ultimately truly distressing. Every ttoe the heanf con- 
tracted, it struck the ribs with a force that made it audible at some distance, and 
the blood,, as you are aware, could be dis1in<^ heard whizzing through the ar- 
tery, at thc®distance at which the practitioner usually places himself from the 
patient. On examination after death, the heart was found of a mag^tude ex- 
ceeding all belief. Its parietes resembled in thicknesa the heart of an oxTmore 
than that of a human b^g. The coronary vessels were veiy large, particularly 
the veins, which were gorged with blood. The ascending aorta was so much 
enlarged that the valves could not at all approximate to each, oj^er, and their 
function must consequently have been for some tiAe veiy ilhp^i^t. There 
was, as might be expected, a Birger quantity of fluid in the p6ticardium than 
usual, and also some ^ffiision into the cayity of the pleBra: all tlie other organs 
Were in a healthy condition.” 

The patient “though short in stature, had a very capacicfhs chest, andhad been 
much noted as a tlrcstler, and also for extinordiriaiy speed in running.*^ 

Cask II. — Tliis patient liad suffered from affection of tlie heart, upwards of 
ten years. Beco*iing violently agitated from fright, vomiting came on, which 
continued until his death, which took place in a few minutes. On dissection, the 
heart “appeared pak ixxid flahhy, and enormously enlarged. It measured from 
the base to the ajiex, eight inches and a half, and it was. of a corresponding 
breadth. I'he semilunar valves had been, no doubt, in an useless condition for 
>eurs, (verifying Sir Astley Cooper’s opinion,) the ascending aorta was cover- 
ed with largc^ffakfss of ossific matter, which protected and completely uiuted it 
to th(‘ ad joining ribs, Tlie coats of the arteiy had not, as I imagif^d, been con- 
verted into an aneurismal pouch; on the conlraiy, I found the dilatation of the 
’•esscl uniform tliroughout its extent. There were many patches of bone also 
on the descending aorta, and its calibre was greatly increased.”— 

21. On iht Diseases of the KidfUya and Ureters. By .1. Bouillaud, M. D.— Dr. 

B. has frequently met with hypertrophy of the kidneys^ it generally occurs only 
in one of these organs. It is recognised, according to Dr. B. by the following 
appearances. The kidney is a quarter, or a third, or perhaps even one-half, 
larger than the natural size. Its substance ip firmer, more compact, and redder. 

It is probable that tn such cases the renal ai^iy is enlarged, although this fact 
lias not been dctcniiined. Ilypcrti-ophy ofibe kidney occurs under the influ- 
ence of various causes, which detcwninc to it an unusual quantity of blood. 'Hie 
most likely circumstance to produce this kind of plethora in one kidney, is the 
existence of some obstniction y) the ])assage of the blood towards the other. It 
happens, coiiscquenlly, that hypertrophy of one kidney is frequently detected 
when the other is in a state of atropliy. Hypertrophy of the heart and of the 
external muscles, takes place equally under the same conditions which preside 
over the increased size of the kidney. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Atrophy^ nr diminished mntrition of the This disease M. Briias fre- 

quently seen. Its characters are diametric!^ opposite to those of h3rpertro- 
plTy of the organ. The size of the kidneys is less than natural; their substance 
is paler; they contain Jess blood, and appear shrunk. Whatever cause obstructs 
the current of blood to the kidneys, ^may produce an atrophy of them. In every 
surh instance, M. B. has been able to demonstrate a greater or less obstruction 
to the free cifreulatioii of the blood. ^Thc pressure of an enharged spleen has 
sometimes produced afrophy of the left kidney. The right kidney has been 
similarly affected by the continued, yet gradual, pressure of an enlarged Uv^r. 

Tn other or^'ans, as the heart, the lungs, the breast, the testicle, pressure fre- 
iTjuently causes the same diminution of si/e. ^ • 

fnfiltration of nrinr^ and ri/sfs of' the kidneys, — M. B. observes that no patho- 

Sixu VI.— Feb. 1829. . 
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iogist has hitherto described this aiTection; it is not, however, very rare, but it 
may e^uiily escape the observation of a careless priictitioiier; the following are 
the charajcters of it: on the surface of the kidneys may be seen several round^ 
v^sid^ which raise tJIb covering membrane of these organs. These vesicles 
app^pi*- to bo small cysts in the substance of the kidney, and arc probably form- 
ed l>y ^ certain q(^ntity of urine, which has distended the uriniferous tubes, in 
coj;^equence of some obstruction to tlie passage of the fluid. M. B. .has seen 
some of these cysts as large as a cherry. Sometimes, instead of if^imcrous ve- 
sicles, he has detached one large sac, which he presumed to have been formed 
from^the union of several smaller ones, of which the parietes had rupt-ured. lie 
has fovind the wholo Qf the kidney transformed into dhe large sac, containing 
either a triWpi^nVint serous or turbid fluid. , , , 

^ kidneysj and of tli^e disorganizations which follow inflam- 
|i|i ijjiifi^mquenGe 61 their peculiar structure, the kidneys do not easily 
become the seat of #hose disorganizations whiclt result from inflammation. Ne- 
phritis is marked by tins following appearances: redness, tumefaction, presence 
of pus, softening of the structure of the organ, abscessesj ulceration of tlie ex- 
tenud surface, convefsion of the parenchymatous substance into a tuberculous 
or enoephaloid matter, which is, in a great measure, tlie pr^luct of ilie tliseas- 
ed secretion of the ailected kidney. Cysts, citlier on the suriacc, or in the sub- 
stance of the kidney, may result from inflamniation. In two^r three cases, Al. 
B. has fc^ind the kidney converted into a fatly yellowish s\ibstancc. ^'■he symp- 
toms of various ulcerations which the kidneys occasionally uiulergo, are very 

obscttr^Vl^ts circumstance will not be considered so extraordinary Avbcn wi* 
conaidij^t first, that the deep-seated situation of the kidney embarrasses our c\- 
aminamns; secondly, that derangement of the function of tlie kidne\s produces 
simibr symptoms to those w'hich result from >arious aflVciioss of the bladder 
and iireters; thirdly, that pain is by no means a constant attendant upon renal 
(Uae^. If we are to rely upon the statement of most ])athologists, acute pain 
is the almost inseparable attjpndant upon inflammation of the lfidne\s; it is not 
denied that such is frequency the case, but M. B. affirms that he has observed 
the most decided marks of renal inflammation in the bodies of patients, wlio had 
never. couiplaihed of pain in the region of kidneys. This absence of pain 
may be more easily conceived, when w e reflebtthat tlie kidneys in a natural stat,« 
are but slightly sensible. Violent pain is not seldom complained of in tlie region 
of the kidneys, when no disease of them is to be cletec^d. The ]ircsencc of a 
cevt^un, quantity blood or pus in {lie urine, when there exists no disease of 
t%blM(] ier, is a .symptom of some ^ection of the kidney? \then to this svmp- 
united a smart attack of the existence of nephiCis may, be strongly 
pre^med. At the commencement of the d^casc, if both kidneys are affected, 
an almost total suppression of urine takes place. Chronic ncpliritis, like most •' 
othet internal infiAmmatlons of a chronic character, produces a slow' fever, wliich 
destroys the patient by throwing him into that state termed renal consumption. 
When the affected kidney continues the performance of its functions, the urine 
is much altered in its appearance, but sometimes it ceases tiasccrcte? the urine be- 
ing formed only by the healthy kidney, presents no unusual apqiearance, :iiul the 
duigQO^ of the diacAsyp is then e^jl^mcly difficult, ff both kidneys are simiil- 
ta^oUsly diterganla^^ that a Wal cessation of the secretion of urine takes 
pll^ce, the same pherifl^ena will occur as we observe in animals in which bdih 
ureters arc tied, or boA kidneys removed: violent fevers ^.quickly arise, and a 
strong smeU of urine is exhaled ft*om the bo<ly. Is hypertrophy of the kidneys 
ev^t the cause of diabetes^ M. B. is not furnished with sufficient facts to jus- 
lii^ him in giving a positive answer to this question, but he has observed hy- 
pil^rophy of tlie kidneys where the patient had been fWfected with diabetes, 
'rtie uret^&'.like all other parts of the body, may siiner from inflammation, and 
undergo Jipflous alterations of structure in consequence? their canals may he 
much eljjarged, climiiiished, or entirely obliterated? dilatation of the ureter may 
arise (roifi any cause which obstructs the free passage of tlie urine into the blud- 
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der; contraction or obliteration may follow from any accidental compression from 
inflammation of the intcTnal membrane which lines the ckrity, Or from the ces- 
,sation of the passage of the urine through the canal, rfom the function of the 
kidney being no longer performed in consequence of diiease. The symptoms 
of affections of the ureters are as obscure as those which atte'nd diseases Of the 
kidneys. If both canals are obliterated at the same time, deam would speedily 
result; but if one ureter only fs obstructed, the calibre of the other thrill be in- 
creased considerably, from the additional duty which it will have to perfbrtti hn- 
der such circumstances. In support of these observations, M. BouilSaad details 
several iitteresting cascs.^^-k^uma/ Complementairey JvJLy^ 1828. * 

22. On the AnaiomieafCharaeiers of Tumours^ deiignaied by the names of lipo- 
ma and stcatoma. By A. N. GuNnarx, M. D. — Dr. Gendrin has ^[ubli^ied in his 
Journal for May last, a very interesting metpoir on tnis subject. Therfollowing 
are his conclusions; 1st. Liponfii’s arc evidently adipose tuflitourB, as has been 
known since tlie time ^^f Littre, who first desenbed thAn. 2d. The structure 
of the adipose tissue of tlicsc tumours, differs a little from that in normal fatty 
accumulations, and in local polysarca. 3d. That lipoma’s ^though implanted in 
the subcutaneous tcllular tissue, have an independent life, since they receive 
vessels which liave a special distribution, and which are isolated from the adja- 
cent parts by a btiil of cellular tissue, not adipose. 4th. That lipoma’s beihp;’ 
thus accidental adipo'^c organs, have, in their own organization, all the princi- 
ples of their devclojiment and of their growth, which is sometimes very rapid. 
.5th. Finally, that their complete extirpation is the only means of cure;, that it 
can be performed without .any other danger than that necessary from ime inci- 
sions, and that it will always be followed by a radical cure, when the iticislons 
are limited to^llu' ctdlular bed which isolates tliese tumours. 

Steatomatos jirescnt themselves in two distinct states: Ist. imperfect. 2d. 
Degenerated or s^oftened. Tlie following arc M. Gendrin’s conclusions reipect- 
i«g them. 1st. That pteatoma’a differ essentially from lipoma’s eveffin their ex^ 
tcrnal characters. 2d. Tliat steatomatous tissue constitutes, like scirrhus and 
the cnccplialoide tissue, one of thc^fonns of cancerous affections. It cafi be de- 
velopc'd in all the organs; it is the form of wen, (loupe,) that it is most 

fi^eqiieiitly seen. 3d. The steatoihatoiis tissue has in its state of imperfection, in 
its slate of softening, and in its state of iilceralion, some character which dis- 
tinguish it from other ciwciiiomatous tissues. 4th. It is still, however, a form of 
carcinoma, since it coincides with the othe* varieties, and even presents bn the 
lips ulcerations whibh only affect the surfaetA^^^ with which it is observed ijiat 
individuals from wkoni stcatomas have been extirpated, are liable to be atplok-* 
ed. Sometimes they .arc even siimltiuicously affected with carcinomas, tinder 
* the form of scirrhus, cnccplialoide, or ulcerated stcatoma, either in the same situa- 
tion, or in diflepcnt organs, as Jakes place in those from whom true scirrhus has 
been extirpated. 6tli. ‘Undeveloped stcatoma is susceptible of cicatrizing, when 
it has been wounded with a cutting instrument, though it still continues to ad- 
vance. 6tli. Tli.al it a possible, and even proper, to remove a portion of a stc- 
atomii wliich is deeply situated, and which cannot be entirely extirpatj^, Ih or- 
der to relieve the padciitffrom the ellect of^tbe sanies and carcinomatous ulce- 
ration which occurs .at its surface; but tlie alliputation mx^'pe peflbrtned'tn liie 
undeveloped portion of the tumour. 

Mr. ti. oirers tin* hdlowing general conclusions. Ist. That the distinction 
between lipoma and stcatoma is founded on well marked semeiologioal and 
anatomical cluiracters. 2d. That particular attention must be paid to the dispo- 
sition and extent of the roots of non^ysted wens, before extirpation is attempt- 
ed. iid. I’hat these wens are accidental organs, which have a peculiar organiiSa- 
tion, entirely different from that of the other tissues; hence their development 
can never l^c explained in a satisfactory manner by the anormal or mo^id de- 
velopment of the part or parts in which they are situated. ^ • 
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23. In our original department we |iavc inserted a very interesting 
case of amnesia by Dr. Jacksox; a ease of the same disease has been recently 
met with by Dr. GhailV.t, and is related in the Archives U^nSrale^ for 1828. 

A man aged fifty-seven, whilst playing at tric-lrac in a warm room, felt a sudden 
pain in his left temple, and at the same moment lost tlic power of expressing 
his thoughts. liis memory betrayed him every time he attempted to use a 
substantive word; all words of that kind being rfiplaced by sonnez and six-cinq^ 
terms used in tlie gpune he had been pLaying. When Dr. C. saw^him, his face 
was fluslied, and he complained by gestures, of pain in the left temple, but was 
unaMe to say further than J^ai Id un sonnez. Every thing was soranez 6t six-cinq 
with him. 

By the use of copious bleeding, general ilnd local, and revulsives, he was en- 
tirely resUtf^; : ' ^ 

24. (k^if Rupture of the Bladdfr, with sepdhation of the Symphisis Pubis . — 
** A stoutipowerful manf 3etat35, was brought to the Worcester Infirmarv, on tlic 
5th of June, in the evening, having met with an accident, from a colt rearing 
up and falling upon him, about three horn's before. His face was pallid and 
distressed; pulse very feeble. He complained of great painCibout the left liip, 
particularly on motion. . He had not passed any urine since the accident, or for 
three hours before. The person who brought liim said thatsfit the time of the 
accident he was intoxicated. 

•* A gum catheter was passed, and left in the bladder; about a pint of bloody 
urine drawn off. He was ordered half an ounce of brandy every two hours. 

Ju/dA^th . — ^Thc pulse hud got up. Tlicrc was very extensive ecchymosis over 
the puhes and both groins; great tenderness and tension over the abdomen; no 
stool; vomiting very frequent. , 

‘*Applr. Hirud. xxx. abdom. — R. Hyd. Submuiv gr. x.— Pulv. Jalap, gr. x. 
fiat bol. j. stat. sum. — Mist, Gath, quartis horis.-— Adliib. Enema vesperc. 

"77A— Vomiting continues of dark-coloured matter; pulse hardly perccptibles 
intellect clear; no stool; urine flows through the catlietcr. 'I'ensioii and tender- 
ness of the abdomen increased. 

8/A— ^Died this morning. 

**Ssetto cadaveris. — ^Integuments, and the whole of the abdomen below the uik- 
bilicus, much contused. I'hc symphisis pubis was separated throughout its 
whple extent, so as to allow the thumb to be introduted between the bones. 
The bladder was* ruptured transversely through the fundus and peritoneum 
covering it, to the extent of about four inches. A small quantity of urine, mix- 
ed, ^th pus, was discovered in the pelvis. The intestines showed patches of 
infiaihmatxon here and there; and about tlifcc inches of the intestinum ilium 
was quite black, from ecchymosis between its coats.” — Land. Med. and Phys. 
Jaum, Sipt. 1828. ^ 

25 . Disease of the SlomarJt^ in which a well-defined Perfoi'aiion takes place in 

the Umics of that Organ^ without any Softening of theirmStructurc. Ily Dr. G. 
H. EBBXicAixn. — G asb I. — A woman, twenty-two years of age, of robust form, 
sought assistance for ophthalmia, . under which slie «had laboured for several 
weeks. This was speedily subdued. Dr. E. was then informed that 

for maiw years the pi^ent had suffered, almost con.slantly, from a train of synfj)- 
toms which would hai^y have been .suspected from her general appearance of 
good.health. The only mark of ill health was a slight paleness of llic face. At 
thjf of eighteen she began to menstrushc, and, after liaving continued regu- 
lar for about- a year, the menses ceased, without any evident causo^ For some 
nfemths she ^ntinued in good health. aI the end *^f tlfis jicriod, tile digestive 
functions much disturbed: her stomach ceased to bear her accustomed food; 

even tl^JB^htest aliment produced considerable pain in the stomach, acid cruc- 
tationSp^fid pains in the prnccordia. The.se symptoms gr:ulually increased both 
in duration and severity, and frequently appeared suddenly after the patient had 
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eaten. Vomitings soon took p^ce some hours after food had been taken; half- 
digested aliment, mixed with mucus, was thrown from the stomach. The symp- 
toms were not, however, relieved by die stomach being thus freed from its con- 
tents. At length the vomiting became almost constant, even after the mildest 
food, but it was not so violent. The symptoms were not yet, however, so se- 
vere as to confine the patient to bed, or io prevent her from fallowing her or- 
dinary occupations, excepting occasionally for a few hours. The nutrition of 
the body did hot appear to be much diminished. So far from ^is being the 
case, there were intervals of some months in which the patient enjo) ed com- 
parative e!ise, and during which the spasms of the stomal were so much dimi- 
nished as to lead to the hope of radically curing a disease which had been con- 
* -•’idered more distressing than dangerous. 

*n)uring the first two years, a great variety of means were hi^ recourse to, 
without any avail. The whole tribe of antisjjasmodic^and emmenagogues were 
exhausted in vain. The menstusA discliargc did not appear. eThe imperfect di- 
gestion, the vomiting, yie dull pain in the region df thA praecordia, and occa- 
sirnial attacks of fever, continued without diminution. The patient consequently 
lost all confidence in the power of medicine, and resolved to trust to the efforts 
of nature alone; wt#ch she did during one year. 

“It was presumed that the derangement of the stomach was produced by the 
total suppression c§ the menstrual discharge. 

“Having again subniittt.d herself to the direction of her physician, she was 
bled in the foot; a mixture of cream of tartar, sulphur, and chamomile infusion 
was taken; the feet were frequently immersed in warm water; and tlie lovrer part 
of the abdomen was rubbed with stimulating liniments. 

“For several mouths Dr. Ebcrmaier entirely lost sight of her. He was inform- 
ed tliat she relieved for a short time by the above treatment, but that all 
the symptoms then returned with their original severity. Sffee was still able to 
perform her domestic duties, but was incapable of working in the field, on ac- 
ccunt of the pain'she experienced in bending her body. Pressure did not in- 
crease the pain she complained of in tlie epigastrium. She every day carried 
milk and vegetables the distance of a mile, without inconvenience. The menses 
had not appeared. Frequently and irregularly spontaneous and easy vomiting 
tt»>k place, two or three hours after she had taken food. 

At the end of about seven weeks she died suddenly, to the astonishment 
of Dr. Fi. who had still viewed her malady with little apprehension. 

** Until the day of her death she continued lively in spirit, and capable of 
performing modcratb labour. She rose early, took a little bread and conee, and 
went into tho gai'den to gather fruit, which she was to carry to market. She 
was in the act of stooping, whcnshtssuddcnly screamed out, witli g^eatanidety, 

* “1 am dying,” and fell, apparently expiring in the g^atest torture. Her hands 
and feet became cold; she com^^lained of excessive pain in the belly; the thirst 
was inextinguishable, and her general restlessness and anxiety very distressing. 
There was now no disposition to vomit. She died in a short time. 

“Upon examining body, a considerable quantity of fluid was found in 
the abdomen, livtlic stomach was found a regularly-formed hole, on t^e ante- 
rior part, through which the contents had of course escaped into the abdomen, 
together with the large quantity of water the patient ha^.taken during the last 
hours of her existence. Around this apperture there waii,1&^ot the slightest ap- 
pearance of inflammation, redness, suppuration, ulceratioii, or erosion, nor any 
organic lesion whatever. The intcjnal margin of tlie orifice was perfectly 
smooth, and the surrounding parts as free from any morbid appearance as the 
external. TIk; hole, in fact, presente^l the same appearance as one which would 
be made in*a piece of leather with a punch. 

“Case II. — A .man, fifty years of age, of a sanguine and bilious temperament, 
had complained every two or three months for the last five years, of pain^ in the 
belly. He died suddenly. On the right anterior surface of the sloinacji, a hola 
about the si^c of a two-traiicc piece, witli callous edges, was found. In the 
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small intestines were observed several gangrenous spots. It was ascertained 
that, five years before the commencement of tile symptoms under which he had 
laboured, he had received a severe blow from the pommel of a saddle on tli^. 
epigastric regioii. 

^ « Case III. — gprl, fifteen years old, had suffered for two or three years from 
slight pains in toe belly. As her sufferings increased, medical assistance was 
sought for. She wiw found to have all the symptoms of enteritis ;.the face \vas 
pale and anxiousi urine small in quantity, and of a deep colour; bowels consti- 
pated. The patient could assign no cause for the attack. Some yeai-s before 
sh^had h^ a similar attack, and since this time she had been occasfonally sub- 
ject to pains in the stomach. — Ten ounces of blood Vere taken. A clyster with 
castor-oil wu hjdministered, and emollient fomentatio&s applied to the abdomci* 
She died j^l^l an. hour. 

The omenU^ the peritoneum, and 

at difiereitt pbints^o the intestines. Tlie abdbmen contaiiu;d a good deal of 
serous fluid, mixed with coagulable lymph. Throughput the small intestines 
there were traces of inflammation. The large intestines were also slightlyiii- 
flamed in different parts, and much distended with air. The liver was smaller 
and paler than usual. The stomach was empty, and inflamGll in different spots. 
Near the cardiac extremity a circular hole was found, of about nine lines in di- 
ameter: its edges were smooth and regular. At the opposit^sidc of the stomach 
there was anotlier perforation, of an oblong form, hut not passing entirely through 
thu external membrane. It appeared as if it had been once completely perfo- 
rate^h^t that the orifice had subsequently closed. 

JV.— A robust man was attacked with a fixed pain in the epigastrium, 
acoompamed by so distressing a throbbing that he was twice bled. After his 
meals, he vomited both solid and liquid food. For a long time hp confined him- 
self to a very light^iet, but without any benefit. For a considerable period lie 
suffered from attacks of fever, the pain and vomiting still continuing. He was 
frequently bled. He at length threw up a considerable quantity of blood, in‘n- 
gled^with pieces of substance, some resembling liver, and others like fragments 
of tee villoiu coat of the stomach. For about three weeks he w ent on with oc- 
casional variations in the severity of his s^ii^oms, when, after a very severe 
accession of pain and vomiting, he fell a sacrifice to the disease. 

•‘Upon examination, the abdominal viscera were found swimming in a mix- 
ture of oil and other liquids which the patient had taken. I'hc stomach w as 
free from adh^ons to any of the surrounding parts, and without any traces of 
inflammation. On the right and tfiterior part of the smalt^ curvature a rouiitl 
hole was perceived, about six or seven lines in diameter, fi'he ivterior of tlie 
stomach was perfectly free from any tracearof inflammation. T!ic internal ori- 
fice of the perforation was much larger than the external. The edges, examined * 
with the finger, appeared hard, solid, and of a /cartilaginous nature. 

•| Casb V. — A man, twenty-eight years of age, had been frequently troubled, 
during his youth, wite affections of his stomach, which liad been attributed to 
worms. Fop many years he enjoyed an apparently good state of health . W'itI lout 
an^ previous indisposition, he was attacked suddenly one evening with vioJc'iit 
pnin in the belly, which almost bent him double. He was carrieil liome on a 
board, and terew from his stomach some bread and wine wliich lie liad taken 
in the morning. A dnhilar mode of treatment was adopted to that in tlie above 
ca8e% but wlteout eflect. ^ He died in a few hours. c 

** Apearaneea m disserSion . — The contepts of the stomach had escaped into 
the abdomen. At the small curvature of the stomach, about an inch from tlie 
pylorus, a l^c was found, about a line aqd a half in dianietcr, anct rounded as if 
it had been made with a punch. This hole was surrounded by a red'eireJe. 'I'lic 
interior of the stomach, and every other organ, we. ' perfectly healthy. 

“Cask VI.— Uesgranges attended a woman who for four years had been sub 
,icct te stomach, from the severity of which she at lengtii died- 

She never vomited. A similar aperture was found in the stomach to that above 

• y 
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described. In other respects the stomach was perfectly# healthy. The intes- 
tines were slightly inflamed. * . 

Yll. — A man liad been subject for a conaiderallle Usii^to pains in the 
Stomach, lie had sometimes long intervals of ease. He gradually emaciated. 
Vomiting took place; and, after great and tedious suffering, he ^ed. The py- 
lorus was found in a scirrhous state. Two apertures were seen^ the stomach, 
one an inch in diameter, the other muchsm^er. There was no appearance of 
inflammation In any part.”* — Land, Mtd> and Jt^hyB, Joum. Oct, ii82Sffrom the 
Jotimnl Catnpkmentaire^ 1828. 

• _ • 

26. Hemiplegia in a Cliifd nine moniha old^ produced by the Mather giving it 
~/he Breast immediately after being in a Violent Bage- — Dr. Bxrltn obseiTes in 
tlie Ncue JahrbrMchery yoL 11. 1827, that he has met with a aM(!e::«of this kind, 
'riu little patient recovered in a few days. — Bull. deiSe. 

27. Polypus of the Heart. — M. UioAcn, of Florence, fndhtions a case where 

a v/etl organized polypfls was found after death in the heart. A young woman, 
aflected with some disease of the lieart, supposed to be antincurismal dilatation 
of the left \entriclqs after liaving been treated with digitalis and other mfpatis, 
died on the 181h of December, 1827. On examination of the body after death 
there was found, a^oiig other things, a body of a fleshy appearance, similar to 
that called sarcoma, in the left \ ciitriclc of the heart. This ventricle, very 
much enlarged, had its walls much reduced in thickness. From the interven- 
tricular partition arose one of the roots of the morbid production. Ano^er root 
took its rise from the auric ulo-ventricular valve, by two peduncles. two 

united, and formed a romid body, two inches and two lines in length,' \^hich 
terminated by^a ragged point, the surface of which did not appear covered by 
any membranous layer. On the external surface of the polypus were seen three 
reddish fillets, which, arising from the camea; columnge, extended to the mor- 
bid production, add appeared to be lost in its substance. These, examined.with 
a good lens, were found full of reddish fluid, and were recognised as sanguife- 
rous vessels. In order to prove the fact the more satisfactorily, two of the fil- 
lets were injected with mcrcuiy. "^One of them burst at the distance of an inch 
frsm the introduction of the tube, but the otlicr was completely filled, and ex- 
hibited its divisions and ramusculcs, which became lost in the substance of the 
polypus. The polypus, jyttentively dissected, was discovered to be formed of 
four or five fibrous sU'ata, superposed od« upon the othei^,^and intimately 
uihted. The autliorVcmarks that these observations do not permit a doubt that 
this polypus ^vas pnoperly organized, and tliat its formation took place before 
death. — Antologia Firmzey Feb. 1828. 

• _ ■ T 

28. Enormous Hypertrophy of ike Hearty &c. — Dr, Johnson saw the patient, 
(Dr. Cox,) about December, 1827, and examined his chest with attention. The 
action of the heart was observed to be excessive — ‘*the organ beat over a large 
space — tlic arteries th;>obbed violently — the jugular veins pulsated— the ** bruit 
f A A-ac,” was very distinctly heard — ^thc respiratory sound was audibly in all 
parts of tlic chest, which also sounded well on pcrcussiom. Dr. Cox appeared 
vc^ much agitated and nervous; it was, therefore, hop^ that part^. at least, of 
llic gTcat action of the heart was attributable to nervous f^^itation. The coun- 
tenance was pallid, aii^l inclined to be sallow— the breatb^g was disturbed by 
exertion, especially by ascending .stairs or high g^*ound. In other resjiects, 
there was no apparent disoider of any organ in the body. Each subsequent 
examination tended to increase tlic fqar, that active enlargement of the heart 
was going oh, and, in tins opinion. Dr. Clark, and several other medical friends, 
concurred. It v’.is rather remarkable, however, that two or three glasses of 

For nuicli ailditiuiial iiitbrinaliun «iHm tlii» very hiten'nting, amt as >'<■» ihsourp^ 0115 

ivadcn tnav eoiihult th«* Dirtionnniiv ell " iic«*s Mfd. Toim* ^.Vl. p. 114 , an " iTui’ntion, illus- 
liiilrd by plalps.” 
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wine invariably lesseikd the action of the heart* and ameliorated the patlent^si 
distressing feelin^pr^tspecially the pain in the region «i the heart, of which 
Dr. C. often comj^lfuifed. Local depletion, counter-irritation, digitalis, and diiv 
reties, were long luad Vigorously employed, but not, we believe, with any de- 
cided effect. Dr, J. lost sight of the patient for seven or eight months, and did 
not see him till^he 10th of August, ten days before the fatal termination of the 
disease. Dr. Cox called on Dr. Johnson, and stated that his complaint had re- 
cently taken jAi entire new turn. The distress in Ihe region of the heart was 
greatly miti^ted, and his principal sufferings were referred to t}ie epigas- 
triifm, which so exquisitely tender, and wj^hal so prominent, that a 
phyiucian tli^t^oming thought there was acute inflammation and enlarge- 
ment of On examination of the chest, there did not appear to b^- 

any chajij|jBflH|^p£^physic|l signs of h3rpcrtrophy of the lieart — on tlie contrary, 
they have increased^ But the tenderness and pain in tlie epigas- 

trium, '^CwnCTeTby^e way, there was a treiAendous pulsation,) masked the 
other feelings, or cn^oss^ Dr. Cox’s entire attention. Leeches, blisters, 
two g^nenil bleedings, gave little or no relief. The breathing became so dni- 
barr^ed that he was obliged to be propped up in bed, and he expressed him- 
self ij. always on the brink of suffocation. In this dre.adfi# state he lingered 
till Wednesday, the 20th of August, when death put a period to his sufferings. 

The body was examined by Dr. Hodgkin, in presence Mr. Mon*ali, i)r. 
Jqh^n,vjpnd two medical students. The surface was slightly tinged yellow, 
ana were cedematous.' In the chest there \\ ere better than thrci? 

pinM^bddlsh serum, but no marks of inflammation. The heart was so cnor- 
movglpm&larged, that neitlier Dr. Hodgkin, Mr. Morrah, nor Dr. Johnson, had 
evef'mh one of such a size before. I’hc cavities were dilated as well as the 
parietes, thickened. There was nothing the matter with the mifcral or tricuspid 
valines; but one of tlie semilunar valves of the aorta was dilated into a pouch that 
would receive the end of the thumb up to nearly the first ^oint. The inner 
coat of the aorta, opposite to this valve, was Uucicened and irregularly raisi^d. 
There was no other morbid appearance in. this^/uterial system. The lungs, es- 
pecially on the left side, were condensed, bq||hot like hepatization from inflam- 
mation. upper lobe of the right luugwas found some small masses of 

calcareous deposit, and the remains of a tubferculous excavation, completely 
lined with a shining membrane, and communicating with one of the bronchia. 
The Uver -was jnthcr smaller than u.siial, hard, and curiously mottled with yel- 
low itnd red so as to preseftt an extremely disea^eej appearance. 'I'lic 

spleen was very much iudifrated, and carnifled. But the mast remarkable phe- 
ndmenon in the abdomen, the state of the mucous mcmlfrane aC the stomach 
and intestines. Besides a very minute injection of the vessels, the membrane ^ 
was, in a vciy great extent of surface, completely a^demafotts. I'he rug:c in the 
intestines presented the appearance of bladdci« filled with a thick but pretty 
clear fluid, as in some blisters. 

Dr. Hodgkin was of opinion that the state of the semilunar valve in the aorta, 
as above detailed, might be the cause of the hypertrophy as not only keeping 
up irritation in the neighbourhood of the ventricle, but as eWeeking the issue 
of blood fre^ the l^ ^e of the heart. Thewriter*bf this notice cannot en- 
tirely coincide wito^te/H. on this point. The action of all tangible arteqes 
was in propovtion to^nat of the heart, and there did not appear to be the least 
cheeje to the Issue from the ventricle into the aorta.* Tlio patient had had acute 
rheuDiatism, and this, combined perhaps ^ith a faulty constitution from birtli, 
m^y have determined the disease of the heart. The dissection was interesting 
in iuiother point of view. It showed the natural cure of a tubetcCilous cxcava- 

* Thp B R-of blood, however, pait this enlarged valve, at each sti kp of the vpiuriclp, was pvldfntly 
the cause <-4^® ** hruit de *cir,” or •* stroke of a saw,” u hich was hrai-d oorn-Rpoiidiiifr with the pulst* 
and the adltriciilar contractions. Ii is ditflenit to conreivt' the causp of this pnlargpint^it of tin* s alvp, 
in a diraapiri contrary to the current of the blood. The only way in uhicli it can be accounted fui, 
is a frajplent attempt at retroffrattnfftin in the circulation tlip af>rln, as it is only ihi-n that the 

i' rinliiu^r s'alrcs can ty* put on the ti retch. 
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'tion — ill slort. Dr Conmust, at one time, Have liad tuberctiJoiia expectoration, 
or, in otlier words, phthisis. Considering* that two, if not three, of his brothers 
died of phthisis, it is reifiat^table that a broken 'down tubelckL^.bou]d have ter- 
'n^nated favourably in such a constitution. There were tubercles, 

however, in the lungs. The patient bore his ^eadful saffieij^ls during the 
last ten days of his life, with heroic firmness of mind, although tie waa conscious 
of the fatal nature of the malady! — Med, Chir, Rev, Oct, 1828. • • 

■* # — / 

29. On Tuhercks, — Dr. Boukland, in a very erudite and intclesting paper 
on the accidental heteralogue tissues, in the Jourmd de» Progrie^ Vol, /K., to 
which we have already call^ the attention of our readers** eaigl^shes :he ibl- 
, lowing facts, respecting the mode of production of tufierqles^l^ which^^we 
quote as confinnatoiy of the views of Dr. Alison f see p. 434. 

1st, 'rhey are the result of a species of morbid secretion. *1 fr 

2d, This secretion, like all the ^normal secretions, o&ut^mw9Kwfluence 
of an active sanguineous congestion. . 

3d, They can be developed as a result of local lil^amnfetion, or under the in- 
fluence of a mechanical irritating cause, without predisposition, and that conse- 
quently, it cannot be admitted that they are developed without an apprei^^le 
cause, and, in consequence of a general affection. 

4t1i, Tliat there arc some cases on the contrary, where it is u^ossible not to 
admit this predispo^tion, of some cause upon which we would jttinke It depl^ndi 
causes, w’liieli in the present state of the sci^^c, must be rc^rded 'jSfl hjQ^- 
Ihctical, and wliioli arc the alteration of the fluids, alteration of the “ 

tern, hereditary constitutions, &c. 

'I'he actual state of our knowledge respecting tubercles, may be i 
cording to Dr Ih, to tlic folloiving positive facts. 

1st, Tlui lulAirculous matter is a variety of pus, the principal clia$; 
which is its disposition to concrete, 2d, It is produced by a species o'* 
secretion. 3d, Ik is at first deposited in a liquid state, and cop^c^etes i . ^ 
circumference to the centre. 4tb>,>lt^may occur in all the organs capiu^ 
secreling pus. 5th, It can aB.sum^ wl^out being different itself^ different 
wliich apj)car to depend only on confonnaiion of the pai'ti^^lar .organs^ in 
w)^icli it is situated; thus it may b^l^ltratcd, in round, or irreguliur^'jpTasses!, 
c}stcd or free. 

'J'hc hy pothetical state of our knowledge oi. this subject, consists in the fol- 
lowing questions, lowanA the solution of which, researches maj^be usefuUj^ di- 
rected. 1st, Is there ivpaHicular solid organic dlcment, which eXj|RahVely produces 
tulicrculous matter! 2d, Is thcre’a particular alteratflpn of the blopd, or 'of the 
other fluids, fii Hit' State called the tuberculous diathc^is^ 3d, Upon what other 
•('ausc can tlic modification of const! Aitlon, which predisposes to the formation 
jyf tuberculous matter dejieiuP 
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.jO. On i/a Thnapiutir* Properties of Morphine, By bit- 

tci!»t:iste ill tiK' nioiilli, is, according to M. Bally, the o lm ^ffeck'ffroac^ on 
the mouth and cisopliagus hy morphine. “It occasions hil^^rst,yp^ess of the 
tongue or gums, or svfelling of the tonsils. When giveh'in doses. 

iTiorpliine proibiet s no loss of appet^e or any other disorder of (ihe digiativc 
functions; wherein it tlilfcrs greatly in its eflectsfrom belladonna, mosfeon 
-.l itntions, however, it produces vomiting, if administered in full doses. This 
]>ropcrty it aiipcars to possess in a very high degi'ee, which' is a gi’eat obstacle 
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to its bein^usccl as d medicine. To avoid this effect, tli(i dose at firstlshould b^* 
very small, and should be very gradually and gautlojiisly Increased. 

**l*he prjncip|i|[ effect produced by morphine oA'thointcstinal tube is consti- 
pation; hence iMQ^wbe advantageously administered in cases of diarrha;a. But* 
M. Bally has l^lplown several instances, where, after producing a constipated- 
state of the bowels at first, a cdhtinuance of the medFcine has brought on an 
abundant disctiarge of fecal matter. It sometimes produces colic pains about 
the region of the navel, but these are generally of short duration; 'and thiey 
cease of theipselv^s, even when the medicine is continued, if the dose be not 
regularly increased. The author has some reason to consider the niCdicine as a 
vermifuge als^^d he relates cases, where, unde^ its use, worms have been 
discharged by^Oihiting. It is not improbable, however, that if any other cinc^ 
tic subatan ^j M ^ jbecn administered in these cases, the same effect woidd have 
resultedLj M TOB Mt fc eammined the intestinal canal in some instances in whii li mor- 
phine. tfut he coyld never discover any particular effects ]>ro- 

duced'^pt on tlfc mucous ^embrane, probably owing to the smallness of tlu* 
doses. V # 

With respect to the urinary organs, the action of morphine is very decided 
on bladder. In'almost every instance it produces a difficvdty of passing tlu' 
uriii^ and this amounts sometimes to a complete rctentioif; but tlio dysiiria ge- 
neritUy ceases as soon as the medicine is omitted. This property of m()r]diiiie, 
however, only ihanifests itself in men: M. Bally remarks tlfat the remedy never 
pjcpducesthe least difficulty ofn^sing the urine in females. This is an extraor- 
dirtlU%p^rio}o^cal fact. MorpUhe produces no sensible effect on tlic kidneys. 
ThCimBfi^bn of urine neither increases nor diminishes under its use, nor docs 
the^pw^of the fluid beedme sensibly changed. 

^^W-Bally states in positive terms that the vascular system is by no mc:tns 
e:|Lcite4 by exhibition of morphine in modemte doses. Ifcnhiuks that the 
rei^u-wluch has induced some physicians to consider the remedy as an cxcit- 
ai^i^ beeuf|t9in observing its cflects where ve^ large doi^s had been admi- 
i^^d, and^iwhere the functions of the circulating system were distiirlied" in 
common with those of all the other organtC ^ The author relates several cases in 
support of bis opinion respecting this pchit^EDd in conclusion he states, tliat if 
the remc^have any ellcct at all on the and arteries, it is a sedative, 
an exciting effect. 

“ In the next place we are informed that morphine has no tendency to ju-o- 
duce hemorrh^oiv ^hat it has no emmeiiagogue propfrrties, that it will not pro- 
voke nas^ h^i^jEMtmages, npr produce hemoptysis, tlmt H \'ill not allay co\igh in 
a satisfacto^ manner, thf^jCu not diaphoretic, that it bus.no influence in tbe 
production of heat, thatiMriB not oppress respiration, tb:itit produces no flush- 
ing of the face or symptoms of asphyxia. * 

**The exhibition of morphine gives rise, in very many instances, to an into- 
lerable itching of the skin. The imtation in come cases extcmls all ovi*r tlic 
sur&ce, in others itis partial, confined more particularly to tlie nostrils, neck, 
loins, and the genital organs. The itching is not uncommonly accom]):iirie(l by 
a cutaneous eruption. * 

^ ’ •*^Tl|e bnun and nervous system are the parts upon which morphine exerts 
hs influie^t||e mostJ||^cu1ar]y. < * 

, ** Treilil^li^ an||gj|i|fcation of the muscular^ system arc sym])t(>ms somctincs 
produc^b^)i^er3SP|3g,ifcoatinued for a length of time. It iiasalsotlic y)roperly 
of cKtcasionul^ dimn^ of si|^|^,'which renders it an imprtiper remedy in amaiiro- 
8iak4»M. Bally^ having never l^niijQtlsterech morphine in very large doses, cannot 
witt|^ositiveneB8 whether^ not it havp the property of occ:isioning di- 
ijtirion pupils, but his opinion is Uiat It has not.. A young man took, in 

amistidl^^a pill cOiltainIng three grains of it; in this case no dilatation of the pu- 
pils tOK place. In cases of poisoning with opium, we have witnessed tlic pu- 
pd^^illFitracted to the apparent size of pins’ heads. 'I'he author has noticed si- 
jnSitf fiffpets produced by the acetate of morphine. MM. Orfila, Magciidie, Du 
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puy, aiwf Barthclemylstate that tlie pupils invariably dilafle in cxperimentswitli 
morphine on anlmals.% Reapecftng this fact, M. Bally ™ 

^dogs, cats, and horses has ift’mobility much greater tlian 

Morphine appears to possess all the sedative eirects|>(^|& 1 ll>;^d the ac- 
tion of both on the system is very similar. The former, h( not liable 

to produce head-ache and the other symptoms of excitement vr}fich. usually fol- 
low the exhibition of opium. The stimulating effects of opium have been ge- 
nerally attributed to the narcotise which enters into its composition; but some 
chemists arc of opinion that the latter substance is inert wlfen deprived 

of iiiorphific, and that the stimulating properties vhich it app^^ars to po^ess 
kvhen administered to aninihls, depend upon some po^on Of ml^hine remwn- 
;ng in combination with Jl. It is scarcely necessary tSD notic^^^haf.- a conrbina- 
tioFi of these two substances may possess medicinal propeg f^^g ^^ different 
from those of either singly. Although pure narcotine<aay^:f^jp ^p |^tB effects 
on the system, still by its combiAation with fhorphine its lit^t fropeHies will 
be -developed, and will jnodify the therapeutic ^ptoper|ies of -the latter sub- 
slTinc’e. 

“ Morphine and its salts have not yet found their way int<^general use amongst 
medical men. Thiiois rather to be regretted, as their medicinal properti^^mre, 
so far as observation has hitherto proved, better adapted than those of OplQm, 
for the purposes fn* which this is usually administered. , 

“ in the production of sleep, and in some other effects, M. Baify sa^ftt^t there 
is no proportion between the therapeutic profierties of opium and ^tracts, 
and those of morphine. Fifteen grains of crude opium contains, o'l^ yi ^^e rage, 
one grain of morphine. According to this prog^prtion, it might^^j.^fp,ected 
that a given quantity of morphine would have fifteen time's the the 

s\ hlem that th^^^ same* quantity of opium would produce.^ This is however by no 
ineaiis the case. M. Bally observes that it may be admitted, as veiy iBjjwablc, 
that a grain of tlic aqueous extract produces greater drowsinefl^than y<pjgter 
o^’a grain of its saliiiable base. This is a circumstance well wmBy ofaltwM^On* 

“ ill summing up his observations. on the action of morph^e, M. di- 

\ ides its elfects into the direct all4 int^irect. The former are naUaea, vOimting, 
gjL'.tralgia, eructations, constipatkiji^ and intestinal pains; tlic lAtter ye ischum, 
itr.hing, and all the cerebral sympfoms. It is to be observed, however, ulat 
inost of tlicsc symptoms occur only when the remedy is administered in large 
or frc(jiiont doses. These is one very impoilant advantage likely to result from 
tlic employment of the active principles of vegetable substaj^^as ttetapeutic 
.agents, namely, lhaf th^ey may beintroduced into &C system ’ though me me- 
dium of tiu; 4 kiii, i.i sufficient quantities to affeCt^^pfe constitution. Inde^nd- 
enlly of the difficulty yvith wiiich sometimes melEft o^ei’suading indiyiuttals, 
jiarticularly childi'en, to take medicines, the stomach is often so irritable, as to.rc- 
jfct every thing in llie form, ^)r under the name, of medicine*^ M. Bally says 
lliat lie has met with great success in administering tlic active principles of 
some remedies in tliis way, yvhich he calls the ml^piderm^ method. It cons^ts 
in removing llic cpidui'mis by means of vesicatorjifes, and in applying the ac^ve 
sulistanccs to llie^surfacc of llic true skin. OfW® persons aftected with 
or ])aralysis of tlicdiands, the one was cured 
a half of strychnine, administered according tO this mct|gddailyj^^^^ Other had 
recovered the use of hand entirely, and VCIJT ueai^J|PfP" eilOT^^e 01 tlie 
ether when M. Bally .wrote his memoir. Morfil^ne inparoculiiMryKluces won- 
<lej-fiil effects in rheumatism, lumbar ncuralgilii ;and sciatica, tmen employed 
according to the sub-epidenuic method. Jfeplwaj^ mves ease, as.soon JS it is 
lirought ill contact with the skin; and pati<®fli complwn^of gi-cat t^entswhen 
its emjiloyVnent is discontinued for any time,” — lAflwm M^ical and Surgica 
Jmmmh Oct. 182R. /rom the Mnnoires deVJJca4fimie Roy, m}MM. 

.'51. Mitrinte of F. T*. KvHEFBtn has ascertained that finely 
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pORrdered muriate of|;iimnoiiia, united with gray xnercu£al ointment! and the ‘ 
cxtMt of cicuta, is ah excellent application for effectif|g the disappearance of 
lymphatic tump]i^;aii4 indurations, arthritic depointions, as well as rheumatic^ 
indurations and'^%oigements. — Bulletin des Sc. Med., Jan. 1828, from Archiv? 
fur Mediz. Erfmung, 1826. ♦ 

V — 

,12. New Mode of Administering Quinquina. — Dr. P. Richet, of ^etz, relates 
in Ills thesis ]|[resented to the Faculty of Medime of Strasbourg,'^Dec. 30, 1826, 
four cases 6\ facial neuralgia, which, after resisting the ordinary trcatnient, 
yielded to the^dmiiiistratioii of powdered quinquina, one g^ain, and snuff, two 
KTai^is, mixecti^ jliKfid used as snuff. The above dose '«vas always sufficient, and 
in from twa'^i^^ree days the patients were cured as^if by enchantment. ^ 

^ surgeon of the Windsor Castle, East In- 

diumani'l^lbiadeia report ou the •effects of this important agent in the destruc- 
tion of unwholesome effluvia between the decks of ships. As the vessel ap- 
proached tlie tropics, they 8|!>rink1cd the orlop decks with the solution twice a 
weekji and they foiiod that it completely succeeded in removing the disagreea- 
ble, close smell which always prevails when a number of persons are confined in 
a liilkited space, and without a free circulation of air. Mr. Docker attributes a 
great deal of the good health of the crew and passengers tq^thc agency of tlio 
chloride. % 

••During their slay at Saugur Island, in the mouth of the Clanges, the guii- 
deck^^M^ regularly sprinkled, morning and evening, with the solution. The 
cons^p^ci^i (he^inks,) was a comparative immunity from cholera, which 
wasi^plig fatally in the other ships, 'flie wind blew from the shore all the time 
and was loaded with morbific miasmata. In Chiiia they used the chloride, and 
escaped\the dysentery which prevailed in the river Tigris at the time. Mr. 
Dp^ter found the splution of incalculable value in removing the putrid and dis- 
agreeable smelti that are usually generated in the sick-births^of ships. He also 
verified the efficacy of tlie solution, as a gargle in arresting mercurial pt} alism. 
In a case of slopghing wound, where all the ordinary remedies had faih'd, ‘ it 
speedily put a Stop to the sloughing processy and induced the sore to take on 
a healthy appearance.^ ” — Mcdico-ChirurgicAl Beview, Oct. 1828. ^ 

34. Experiments on the Extractum Aloes Vulgaris. By RiniAni) Batti.ey, 
Esq. — ••I.^Twppounds avoirduppis, or 2 lbs. 4 oz. 2 [Jrs. 48 grs. apotheca- 
ries* weight, of^TOe extract of aloes, in the state in which U is importe d from 
Barbadoes, imparted to <;^l^Bistilled water 1 lb. 9 oz. 1 di;.' 42 grs. Tlic so- 
lution was of a fine yellow*8rown colour; itji taste intensely bitter, yet free from 
the flavour peculiar to this species of aloe. ' 

ll.— The resioOiim of I. imparted to hot distilled water 2 oz. 1.5 grs. leaving 

4 oz. 2 drs. 15 grs. of undissolved matter. The solution was darker than 1. in- 

clining to puiple, less intensely bitter, but having the peculiar flavour of the 
aloe vulgaiis. • 

••HI. — ^The residuum of IL imparted to alcohol 3 oz. 4 drr. 48 grs. leaving 

5 ,drs. SN fpn. insoluble in this menstruum. The linrturc was of a deep brown 
colour, bittcTi and vjw.’pffensive'both to the taste and smell. 

• ••IV.— Thp residlliiiPk^^ 111- imparted to one part of liquor potassx, diliifed 
with seven parts wilier, 4 grs. leaving, V. — 79^grs. of a dark earthy 

appearancey deprived of all properties, and void of any qualities that the 

taste t)!r smell could detect. Ev^!l^e alkhline solution, IV. of a deep heavy 
bittWn co1qii;|^ was so slightly al6^^ as to be nearly insipid and inodorous. 

‘••In 1. or the coldBolution of the aloe, Again reduced* to an extract, the pro- 
fession wjU find at its disposal a valuable medicine, but the results II., HI., will 
probably he found to be too dm^ic, and IV., V., absolutely 'men.**— Journal 
of Mozmd Anatomy^ &r. Vnl 1. Panka. /. 
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35, OM the IHMOIM future of the seeds of Cokdneum ii^umnafe.— PrgfcsBor 
CiiiiLiiiA has ascertain^ that during the use of the above nedlcine, the propor- 
tion of uric acid, in the urine, is very much augmented, Imc^e attributes to 
*this fact tlie benefits which it produces in rheumatism ^G^Kbrit^ Dr. C. 
lias employed the vinous tincture with success, botli in acul^ind chronic ar- 
thritis, and with advantage also in different forms of prosophalgia, in sciatica, 
rheumatic ophthalmia, articular dropsies, and some cases of paralysis of the in- 
ferior extremities, not produced by an arthritic cause. Dr. C. commences with 
a dose of from 20 to 30 drops, ahd gradually and cautiously inmases it, till 
signs of gastric irritation manifest themselves. He has never seen it produce 
ill 0 fleets, but it must be giaren with caution; he thinks the* dose^r^vcii by.tlie 
Knglish practitioners, too •large. — Bullelin cfes Sc. MtSd.^ May^ ifes, Jfrurfi the 
Heidelberg Klmischc Jlnnalen^ Tom, HL * , 

35. Caustic Tf/sfeM-Vvoi'easor /^hakfjs giws tlie folIoii^ii||^. for the 

preparation of a caustic paste for the destruction of the callosities which accom- 
]):4iy -lisliilaH. 1^. pcrcftlor. hydrar. ^ij. — Cum atab., aq. distill, aa gr. xxiv. 
misec inlim. 'J’o be ap]dicd to the callous parts.— J&«m. Chimic Sept, 


PRACTICE OF MEDICINE. 

37. (hi th( Kinploifiiunt of Lunar Caustic in Plastic JnJlammatityM-^^ 

'ous Membrane of I he Mouth, Nures^ Throat, ^c.— *^The mucous membrahe lin- 
ing tlie above conduits, and also tlial lining the larynx and trachea, is very sub- 
ject to inflaimilatloii, and tliis inflammation is often accompanied by an exuda- 
tion which becomes converted into a kind of false membrane. Todiis afTection 
T.acnncc and son* others have applied the term plastic. It is o^n epidcmib— 
sometimes sporadic. But the membranes above-mentioned are st^ject to a chro- 
nic inflammation of a passive kind, in which the vessels are enkrged* tlihir sc- 
creljons increased and vitiated, and the patient kept in a very uncomfortable 
st'^le for years. 'Fhc uvula frequChtly becomes rcLaxcd and elongated, and by 
•ickllng or ii-ritaling the epiglottis, keeps up a hacking cough, which excites 
gn at alarm in the ininds^of patient and friends. It is in this complaint, a very 
prevalent one, that an eminent surgeon of t^is metropolis has, |^ncd great re- 
pulaliun by einj)loykig*lunar caustic in solution, on a sponge and very 

freely applied to al^tlic above parts as far as they Ctiiqbc reached. 

“A Frencfi physician, (iM. Geroiyird,) lately tranintiitted a memoir on tliis 
• remedy to the Society of ^Medicine, in which he relates many cases of its suc- 
cess in the ])lastic inflaminatlon alluded to, and recommends the caustic tO'be 
ap]dletl not only to tlio fauces, flares, anil part^ adjacent, biit to be introduced 
into the larynx, where tlie inflammation has affected that part. M. Gerouard 
freipicntly employs tin; nitrate in substance, carefully fixed in a silver tube, 
straight or crookcjl. lie observes tliat to cause.tti^e false membranes to be de- 
tached from tlie larynx or I;rachea, it is not alwa}^' necessaiy that 
should enter these conduits. ‘ It is sufficient, ili many caffi^ .to tOQjdl^&e Supe- 
rior apeilurc. I have seen patients eject membranous |iS^'of8C|9><Ci'itiches in 
length, the day after the rima glottidis was toqqHcd witll Y^iiimc;* ^ Authenac 
has also laid before tli^ public some cases wher^i^e lunar caustidi proved very 
beneficial. Dr. Brown, of New York, has,i^ published a paper on the same 
subject, in the January Number of the Medkil Recorder for the pifesent year. 

But wa wish to draw the attentiemof the profession to Idle employment of 
Ibis topical .application, in the chronic inflammations and^- relaxations above 
mentioned, as well as in laryngeal affections simulating phthisis. Wc have seen 
some cases fcccntly where chronic coughs, accompanied by muco-purutent cx- 
rmetoration, that had harassed patients for years, and baffled all their physi* 
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ciaM^^gave way, in apery rapid manner, to a few applications of solution of 
tun^ caustic on the sponge of a common prob'ang. Th^e hints may prove use- 
ful to mapy of oor bjtethren. Th6 state of the fauces should be carefully exa- 
mined in idl casds of ihronic cough; and the epiglottis may be often seen b/ 
pressing down tlhe tongue. That part, and even the rima glottidis, may be al- 
ways examined with the finger.” — Medico-CJdrurgical Review^ OcU 1828. 

38. Puerpf^al Fetitonitis cured by the AppUeatim of Ice, — A Wtiman, on flie 
fourth day of her accouchement, was attacked with great weakness, ardent 
thirst, and continua): vomifing. The abdomen distended, excessively tender on 
pressure, extitinc)fy painful; face hypocratic; pul^ hard, small, and frequent; 
loehia suspended. T^e patient was bled, iced driliks administered, and ic|^ 
applied onj^p"^$Jbdomen. Three hours afterwards the symptoms had abated, the 
thirst had otased, and the abdomen was less i||rtendcd and less pain- 
ful, oh ppninif^. oThe ice was cdlitinucd to the abdomen; the next day perspi- 
ration came oil; the ibreast filled with milk, the lochia reappeared, and the 
patient entirely recovered.-^i>^Mr/i. de la. *SV?r. Roy. dc^Mtd. dc TouluUaA 

•i —— 

395 : Ammoniaeal Sulphate of Copper hi Epilepsy. — Dr. of Bernstadt, 

con^ders the ammoniacal sulphate of copper as one of tlic most clUcacioiis and 
certain of tlie r^mt'dies in purely ncr\ous epilepsy, withoi^ complication. He 
relates Journal^ for ^Ociober^ 1827, five cases in wliicli he employ- 

ed it wiih suSil^s. 

cured by Hydriodate of Potojts. — Dr. Guerakii relates in ITuni\s 
.^rekiwat for July and August^ 1827, two cases of metritis after accouehcincnt, 
cured by the hydriodate of potass, lie prescribed three grains j^f this medi<’ine 
in six ounces of emulsion, to be taken in the twenty-four hours. The rcmctly, 
it 141 said, did not produce any infiuciice on the secretion of the milk, or upon 
the health of the infant. • 

41. * Treatment of Syphilis without Mercury. — ^It appc.ars that this inr)di‘ of 

treatment has many advocates in Germ^V. Dr. Handschuch, in a worl. re- 
cently piibHshed, mentions, that he treated in the military hospital at IViii z- 
burg, from May, 1819, to Tebruary, 1820, one hundred persons; of whom, 
eighty-two had primary, and eighteen secondary sy^nptoms by antiplilogistic 
repnedies i^lo^ yifithout any merwu^-. ' , 

Dr. Oppenmm has obtlined equally favc|urable rcsnlts'from the same mode 
of treatment, in the hos|^^ at Hamburgh. ' He stales ihat^liere jvi:re cured in 
eighteen months four hulmred and two syphilitic patients, 'rhese remained in 
the hospital average fifty days, whilst formerly, under the mercurial treat- 

ment, they Trained twice tlnit period. Dy. O. commenced by venesection 
from four to twelve ounces, according to the constitution of tlic patient, and 
this was repeated on the second or third day, when the patient still comj)lained 
of pun in the ulcers. The patient, during the whole period of treat nu ni, 
remained in bed, and he tysqla allowed for diet, morning and evening, water 
soup, ft^l^ich was added, at dinner, two ounces oftwhitc bread. Ghnibcr salts 
was adnu^ttered'^^^^ to produce daily three or four evacuations from the 
bowels. Tile locsI^lHktions were treated according to circumstances. HiiH'oes 
were genevi4ly curelfpy pref|M!Gre, even where fluctiiatiop wa.s perceptible. Tlie 
paiii^ that arose were nut cmSaNed of mucli moment. Where this inelhod did 
^ptfliicceed, emollient cataplasW^crc implied to accelerate suppuration, and 
then the buboes were .opened wiui the lancet.— //ccAcr’j IMterardsc/ie Annalen 
dergeaammten Heilkunde^ 1827. * 

42. (jm the Use of Circular Uigatureein Intermittenfs. — About thirty years agfs 
^the at^^ODCation of the tourniquet WM reconimendc^d by Mr. Kellie', a n.aval snr- 

eon, asa preventive of the paroxysm of intermittent fever, and several in- 

i 
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Jitanccs a|c recorded hv liim in Duncan’s Medical Commentaries, for 1794, in 
wliich he used it with^ucccss. He applied the instrumentjto the ami of one side 
and the thig^h of the o^cp. Some further experiments have recently been made 
I3r. Un iiouAAT, on the anti-febrile powers of circular li^tid ^||9 and.^he result 
is favourable. The lifyatiires were applied to tlie arm, and made sUfficienUy tight to 
interrupt the superficial*circulation, and to retard th^of the mere deep-seated 
vessels. As soon as the extremities began to redden, the patient felt easier, and 
the sympl?om!;tf)f tljc approaching paroxysm abated; the cold and trembling ceas- 
ed; tlie i)iilse became more free, &c. Nearly in all cases DwR. found two 
or three applications of the ligature were sufficient to suppress the fever. 

According to Dr. 11. thcifollowing rules are to be observed; l|t. 'I’lie most 
I’avoiirable lime for the apfdication of circular ligatures is the be|pnniiig of the 
Cola stage, when they seldom fail to suppress or mitigate the fit;. .They have 
miicli less effect in the middle of the paroxysm, and ^one the in- 

teniiission. 2d. In case of syncojpe, tlic ligii^urcs must be the patient 

usually hears them lictter after some time. od. If the ligature atfe too tight, they 
rniiy produce clangeroiis'symptoms, and even siifFochtion.* 4th. The application 
of circular lig’atures has an elfect correspondent to blood-letting. 

4,>. Polsunhii!^. — ^T)r. Pallas is of opinion that the best antidote to be admi- 
nistered ill llie first instance, in all cases of ])()isoning, whatever may be the na- 
ture <if (lie poison uikcn, is water. He says that oil, which has been recommend- 
ed as an antidote; for cantharielcs, dissolves th^ active principl^^ that article, 
aiifl aggraxales all its injurious elfccts. Dr. P. has obtained, i^Wle casepf poi- 
soning' i)y a strong solution of potass, much advantage from the uae.oirve oil 
of sweet almonds . — Mt moirtii tie Mtdecmc Milltairty l^oL XVTl. 

4't. OinimciH for the. Reduction of Glandular Engorgements* — Ta^e of the 
strongest iTK i'ciirial ointment, 94 parts; hydrochloratc of amnaionia, 6 parts; mix 
intimately. Professor Diipuytrcn, to whom we are indebted for this prescription, 
recommoiuls frictions with the ointment to be made over the places where the 
<-ngorgements exist. lie thinks that the stimulant action of nmmoniacal salt af- 
fortls powerful assistance to the resolvent qualities of the mercurial ointment. — 
Jlj^'liives, G<?iitraleSf&c. iSept. 1838. 

45. Treatment of Nyrrvphomania. — ^Dr. Ozanam, of J.jon.s, communicated to 
the Royal Ac idcmy of VC-dicinc, the cure of a case of nymphomania, by touch- 
ing llie swollen gei'itaf parts, with a soliitio?\ of four grains of nitmte of silver, 
in an ounce ofwa'.*er. A slight escar resulted froih this application, and the 
sensibility of 'the ])arts were decreased, and in four days, by the application of 
« this mild caustic, repeated twice a tlay, the patient was cured . — Journal OinC 
rat dc, Medccioe, Sept. 1828. 

4(). On Strangury from ('antharidcs, and its relief. Piy Jonsr Davt, M. D. 
Stc. — “Strangur\ froiu cantliarides, especially when applied to the skin for the 
piirposi' of blisteVing it, is of snchfreqiiciil occi^ence, and genei-ally of such 
sliorl duration, tliat it is commonly thought little of; and I hardly ]uipw which 
has received least attention from sy,stcmatic tvriters—^^^^xplaiia^pil of tlie af- 
fection or its lelief. ^ ^ ’ 

“ 'I'o those who ;U’e conversant in ho.spital^|^ctice, j|^d. \yho apply them- 
selves to patbologicaPaitatomy, it must be welTpcilown that this kind of straii- 
gurv is connected with phlogosis ofathc inembrane of some part of the 

uriiiary passages. I have observed it most fequently in the pelvis of the kid- 
neys, and ill ’the bladdor of urine, and occasionally in the uteters, and in the up- 
per part of the urethra. The part affected with inflammation is swollen and 
dark red, from bloo<l extravasated into the cellular structure, under the epithe- 
lium. Sonictimes, when the effect is mppt severe, blood, it is well kqown, is 
actually effused into the passages themselves, giving rise to bloody iirino. 
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Sometimes, on the contrary, when the clFcct is sliglit, cedoma, with j[.ery littld 
redness of the mucowi membrane is produced, unattended with strang^ury or 
any symptom indicating the specific action of the canth&rides on the pai-ts in 
question. ' ^ ! 

“ During the prevmence of strangury, I need not obser\"e the secretion of 
urine by the kidneys is gather much diminished or almbst totally suppressed: — 
At tlie same tifiie, from the irritation of the bladder, a constant desire urges the 
patient to atte^mpt micturition. ^ • 

“ The experienced practitioner can have little faith in the means commonly 
recommended for relieving this painful affection; such as the camph^ mixture, 
aptritus acthcris nUHci^ &c. Those who have tried these medieincs most, if 1 
may draw an mference from the result of my own obfcrvation, must place least 
confidence inclheir efficacy. The only means of relief which I have fouiul al*> 
most con0^p|^|^,to succe|d, is the introduction of the catheter, used not with 
the idea^f drawing off urine, but 4 ,for the purpose expressly in question. It 
should be employed with delicacy and caution, just slipped into the neck of the 
bladder, and kept in (Ally a few seconds. The process is seldom very painfjul, 
and tlie relief is almost immediate. 

**The rationale oVthe effect I shall not attempt to explain, as I have nothing 
but coiyccture founded on analogy to ofler on the subjcctf’ — Edin. Med. and 
Surg,Murn. Oct. 1828. 

47. On the Ejects of Ligature^ and Bleeding, In casea of Poiwniug. — Dr. Vku- 
NiEBE, baa cflmiunicated to the Royal Academy of Medicine, a very simple 
1bedp|tttic measure, which, he says, is applicable in all cases of poisoning 
Some 'bine ago, M. Mageiidie ascertained b^y experiment, that ahsorplloii might 
be en^rcly suspended in a dog, by producing artificial plethora, by tl\c injec- 
tion of tepid water into the veins. Starling from this fact, Di*. Y. tried the fol 
lowing experiment; after having introduced tlirce grains of tlic extract of mix 
vomica, into a wound in a dog’s paw, he applied a ligature ^bove the liumero^ 
cubital articulation, of the poisoned limb. He then injected slow ly, by tiie 
jugular vein, as much water as the animal could support, without snileriiig 
much; he, finally, opened below' the ligature, the vein of the poisoned limb, 
and after buying collected some ounces of the blood, he injected it into tlit- ju- 
gular vcm of another dog, which died instantly, in tetanic convulsions, 
wound or the first dog, being carefully cleansed, a little l)lood was allowed t(' 
flow, and the animal set a liberty. It gave no sign of^joisoning. The j)r()due- 
ing plctliora, by injecting water irfto the veins, being 'veji-y incoiuenieiil, J)r 
V. suspected that this might be obviated by producing local i)lcthora, which 
could easily be affected by a ligature moderately tight on t'lic lintb. The liga- 
ture being applied, all that is necessary wA’ulcI be, to open one of the principal^ 
veins of the engorged part, to produce the flow of the blood charge<l with llu* 
poison. Two experiments are given by Dr. V., in confiniialion of the correc t- 
ness of this idea. In one of these experiments, three grains of tlie aleoliolic ex- 
tract of nux vomica, were spread over a wound, made in the right cheek oi‘ :* 
small dog. After a space of six minutes, during wdiich*the experimi-nler com 
pressed Qie two jugulars with his two thumbs, lie had the fhgular \ein of ilu 
poisoned side, opened with a lancet; the blood flo\Ped in ahundanco, and tin 
animal placed upon^l&et, suffered no other inconvenience Ilian a slight wi^ ik 
ness. 

In the other experiment. Dr. V. introduced, under l^hc skin, covering the 
dorsal surface of the right fore-paw, thre^ grains of the same alcolmlic extract, 
and, a strong ligature at the same time, placed around tlie limh. After five 
minutes application, the poison was removed by repealed washiiflg; the wound 
being quite cleaned, the ligature was removed, and the animal being pul upon 
its feet, walked quietly: but, it was .soon seized Widi tetanic coiiMilsions ofcN 
treme violence. A large bleeding from the jugulars was instantly ])ei*r()rmca! 
•the blood flowed freely, and in half a minute the convulsions ceased 'I h* 
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animal lleing placed at liberty, walked, as before, only from lime to time 
some rattling expirati^ns^ iiprere* heard, which ceased qujtkly. Dr. V. thinks, 
that in this experiment, the* ligature being too tight, the arte^ was compressed 
" with the vein, which prevented local plethora from taking p^ce, (a condition 
which Dr. V. thinks noccssary for protection against the poiSbn,)and, notwith- 
standing tlie care to wash the wound, enough of the poison ^was imbibed to 
cause, after ,thc removal of the ligature, violent tetanus. From this experiment 
Dr. V. conchilfles, 1st. Hiata very tight lij^turc is uselesadl^. ( V]piat is more im- 
portant,}, that even when the poison has penetrated into the circulation, the 
evil is no^ beyond the resources of art, and that it is possible by means of large 
bleedings, to remove it frdm the system. These experiments arc highly in- 
te»*esting, and especially,* when taken in connexion with those ofDrs. Pei^ock 
and Uodrig’iie, pulilislicd in the preceding volumes of this These ex- 

periments satisfactorily sliow that the cHccls of the# poisOA^I^ii^.^^ removed, 
more readily than by the mode a:ccommenul‘d by Dr.^., niiln^y,' bj applying 
a cupping-glass, or pressure over the poisoned spot, or#a ligature to tlie limb, 
abo\'c the place whcrc*the poison has been inserted. 

— • 

48. Iodine in — M'c have alrcacly announced, that M. GKjrDBt^y^tbc 

learned editor of the Journal (icn^ral de Medccine, lias employed the .i6diiie 
successfully in go^^. In his Journal ?or Juli/ last, lie slates that further expe- 
rience has confirmed its utility. He has varied tlic mode of usinpp the reme- 
dy, having administer- cl ii to the exterior, as well as the intei^r, in fnetions, 
baths, va])ouvs, tinctures, alkaline solution, and enema, and in no in8t;^cc has 
he found it productive of injurious cfFc.'cts. In every case, and he has^W tried 
it in twenty-six, the patients were cured in a few days, or their condition rapidly 
ameliorated. 


OPHTHALMOLOGY. 

■W. On cerfoin methods of treating Chronic Injfammations of latch/ 

uu9)/}t(d at the lioi/a1 Westminster Opnthnhnic tfospilid. Hy Ci. J. dWpHitt;*/— Mr. 
thilliric sa>s that he has hecii employing whh aiUantago the following reme- 
dies ill chronic o])litlKdnjia. 

“1. K. Argent! Ni^ratis, gr. ij ad gr. |f.; Liq. Plumbi Snbacet. gtt. xv.; 
L'ng. Cf'lacei .” ]. • 

“ '2. R. lj\dr. Oxynuir. gr. iij. ad iv.; Liq. Plumbi Subacet. gtt. xv. i Ung. 
Gelarei ,:^j. „ 

• “ 'I'lie argentum iiilratum and oxymuriate of mercury must be reduced fii'st 

to an inipaipal)le po>vdcr, then mixed with the ointment on a slab, and the 
liquor plumbi addial. It may be done in a glass mortar. A double decompo- 
sition takes place iiioitlier ointment, wliioli naturally diminishes the strength of 
each; bill this change «takcs ])lacc slowly, particularly in the oxymuriate mnt- 
meiit, so that wecjvs before they become inert. A very sensib^ differ- 

ence is felt by the patic^Blie tween an ointment only two days made. Slid aii- 
otlicr of two or three weeks standing*, and the stimulat^ll^^ualitiea may be cal- 
cufaled according lo the state of the eye, as well as thS^^e^nglh of the compo 
silion. 'Flic argentuin iiitratiiin «)intnicnl is fe^y when first made, but soon 
changes its colour lo a brownish-black. If the ’argentum nitratum be mi.vcil 
wilh'thc niig. cetaeei, (as J once useef it,) wi^outtlie liquor plumbi, it dissolve-^ 
mori‘ r.qiidly.; wh< n used, the powdered nitrate falls into the fold of the con- 
jiinrliva, oe n‘st.; on tht lid, and is :i[)t lo cause a slough, which is prevented 
1)V adding llw h \'l.*’ 

'I’lir iiianiu I* of 11 ling* the oinlmciit is “by inlrndiiring hetwcL n tlie lids a 
portion, larger nr smalli-r, as the case may aeem to rctpiirc it, from ibe of 
i.irgc pm\ lo*;ul to that f)f a g'ardcn pcM. The ovi'luls hi.ing are to h • 

No. Uh:!). . ^ 
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nibbed gently with tljfe finger, so as to difluse the dissolving oiiitmentfbver the* 
whole surface of the qonjunctiva; a part of it usliallyf however works out by the 
motion of the ]ids» and shoOld be wiped oif, (if the nitrate of silver,) to prevent 
its staining the skin. Both ointments cause pain: in some persons it is consider-* 
able, in others less so, lasting from half an hour to ap hour and a half; and 
when the ointt^ent is newly made, sometimes for four hours, and even until the 
next day. On the subsidence of the pain caused by the ointment, that which 
previously exited is^und to be relicfved, if not entirely removed; and on the 
subsequent diy, the patient .usually acknowledges the benefit he hag received 
with regard to all the symptoms. When tlic a]>plication has been severe, and 
the patient very irritable, a state resembling white %hcmosis occasionally takes 
plaj^, and appears formidable to a pei*son unacquainted with the effect of the 
remedy; it SCMj; however, subsides. The eye should be fomented with warm 
anodyne foieolii^ioiis. ” « 

Mr. G.^hEffely repeats the application until the third day, “ but the feelings of 
the patient are the be^jt guide, the return of some of the old scns.'itions indicat- 
ing the necessity for its use, which should be, if possible, anticipated. In some 
cases of acute infiammalion, two or three appiic:itions will arrest the progress 
of a aewaous disease, and effect a cure. In chronic c:ises, ointme nt must be 
contlhucd for a considerable time, and occasionally alternated with other reme- 
dies. ^ Where they create a state of regularly increasing irritation, :is they 
sometimes will do, cupping, purgatives, &c. arc of service; when the remedies 
may ag^h be jjesorted to.’* 

Several cases are related by Mr. G. in which these applications appear to have 
been strikingly beneficial, — Loud. Med. and Fhys. Journ. Sept. 1828. 

50. Amaurosis. mccessfuUt/ irerded hjj the Ammoniacal Ointment* l\v M. I.is- 
Case I. A soldier of vobnst constitution, who hacf formerly cam- 
paigned in hot countries, and been exposed, in bivouacking, to the cold night 
air, found his vision grow feeble in the course of 1824. fn the following \ o.;ir, 
he was unable to see his way about the streets, and w;is ilirccted to Ii:ive a v tmi 
in the neck, some leeches to the temples, and ordered some pills, composition 
unkno^^. Jfo sight was improved by the measures employed, and he \va< en- 
abled\ij^,4l|b guish various ojjjccts pretty well. The amenflineiit, liouev’i’, 
was tempot^ only, :uid, on the 10th of last .Tamiary he entered I.a rilie. Jle 
was bled from the arm, and ordered an emetic, but jy itliont cflcct; he could 
barely distinguish light from darkyess— the pupils werc^dihited but acted i\ e- 
bly, and the left was more sluggish than the right, (fn icing (lucstioncd re- 
specting the history of the disease, he replied that, in tlj[e lirst instance. In* 
could see rather better towards evening ojtwiligdit than in )nid-(ra>; he could 
also distinguish more clearly any object above him, than one which was below 
OP on a level with the eyes. 

« On the 24tli of January, the head being sh'avcd, Gondret*s ammoiiiacal oint- 
ment was applied upon the forehead, and its employment continued till the 17tli 
of February. Pustules were formed, which ulcerated vleeply, and the case was 
proce^ng in a favourable manner, when a severe gKsipel:\s seized upon the 
head^llhd required the most active depiction. 'I'he jPRent was bled sever times 
in the course of as V^y days, and sixty leeches were applied besides. The 
erysipelas disappeim|^^ the powers of vision were exceedingly improved; 
in the right eye, indeed, they^vere entirely restored. The left, which was al- 
ways more affected than the ^her, was scarcely, if at afi improved. 

•• Case IT, A tailor, %tatis thirly-ninc, bad laboured under amaurosis for two 
years past, and was admitted into the hospital incapable of seeing at all. The 
pupils were dilated, and contracted but feebly on the -approach ‘of light— the 
patient had the peculiar undefinable aspect which invariably marks the amau- 
rotic— the globe of the eye was continually rollii g in the orbit, anti was, in ge- 
neral, Rotated upwards; and, lastly,! tiie power of directing the oi^an, particii- 
•■larly sidttways, was already beginning to be lost. The disease had come gra- 
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tluaJIy, and the patient attrijjuted its origin to Ills biijuness requiring liim to 
work nuich by candle-light. 

, “ The ammoniacal ointment was applied upon the forehead and crown of the 

head, and its use was continued for upwards of a fortnight. Abscesses were 
formed, and converted Into healthy ulcerations, which furnished a copious dis- 
charge.** 7'he good effects of the issue were quickly apparcl^t, for, first, the 
patient was enabled to distinguish the daylight, then regained the power of 
discerning the objects around him, and finally, at the ezpiratioijof a couple of 
months, kis sight was as perfect as before the amaurosis commenced. 

“In orScr to prove beneficial, the application of the ointment .iiould bfe al- 
ways persevered in, till ip^rc than .superficial ulcerations are produced. In both 
of the cases recorded above, the disease was very far from beipg rccent^^d 
required the treatment to be continued, in one case, for four mo^ts, and in the 
other for nearly as long.” — Med. Chirurg. Jiev. Oct, 1^28. 

51 . Patmus successful^ excised. By Professor Graefk.J-A man, aged 45 years, 
blind of both eyes, in consequence of the w’hole of the conjunctiva of the cornea, 
anil sclerotica of both eyes, being changed into a vascular Aick membrane, hav- 
ing been treated, without benefit, by partial excisions and topical applications, Pro- 
fessor llracfc resolved to excise it. Accordingly,havingraised this membrane, near 
the cornea, with forceps, it was dissected with scissors, from half tlie cornea of 
each eye. As soon as the inflamination produced by this operationdiad disap- 
peared, the membrane was excised from the other half of the cornea. Some 
days after, tbe »'est of the membrane was removed in the same way. Vision 
Avas rc.storcd, and the patiimt was entirely cured by solution of opium, applied 
to tbe eye with a brush. ]SI. Graefe cites this case to show, that tVie excision 
of this description of pannus, is not effectual, unless performed part at a time, 
and at periotl.s sufficiently near to prevent the membrane being rc-produccd, 
and with the precaution of not excising too much at a time, lest dangerous ir- 
rilation should be produced. — lusiitul dc Clin, chiritr. et Oph. de Vuniver. de Berlin. 

S‘ 2 . linurdij for ttpacti If of the cornea. — The following combination is recom- 
nieftded in tlie Journal de ('hirnie Medicale, &c. for Seftiernher, 182§^ as'azi useful 
ajFjilication to ]jroinote the absorption of the effiised lymph int^cii^.of the 
cornea. U- ox\d. liydrar., rub., agaric., alb. aii ;^ss. Sacch. aIb.,'>Sj.‘ misce 
tim. ct pulv. .subtil. A«mall jiorlionto be blown into the eye daily. 


a 

53. Memoir on manif (Uuirs of JArration, in vjiiick the efforts at Reduction have 
been attended bi/ verif Stvere Consct/ucJiccs, By M. Flauiimit, Surgeon in Chief 
to tlie Hotel l)icu of Uouen. — M. V, has inserted in the third volume of the 
Hipertoirc d'Jlnaf. et Physiologic^ an account of several luxations of the hu- 
merus, the rednelion of ^udiieb were followredby evils more or less violejit. In five 
casciTof luxation of tlie homerns, the attempts at reduction produced, in the 1st, 
rupture of tl»e axillary artery, gangrene of the limb, afuH^C death of the patient 
at The end of thirteen days; in tlic 2d, licmiplegia, the cj|jiwquence, probably, of 
an effusion of blood in the brain, proiluced by efforts it reduction. However, 
after sOmc time, part of these symptoms disappeared; but the inferior extremity 
remained numb; the movements of cii^umdiiction of the arm were almost extinct, 
tbe hand could not l>e used, the temperature of tlie limb was diminished, the 
two last finjycrs were insensible and slightly tumefied, the thumb extended, the 
other fingers serniflexed. 

I'hc third case is tliat of a woman, aged seventy years, in whom reduction of 
luxation of the humerus was effected thirty-eight days after the accideat. At 
the moment that reduction w'as offeeted, there occurred emphyseifia ot the 
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sliouMer aiul a part of t^ie back. A little while iiflerwanls, violent he Jl-ache, 
hemiplegia of the left side; twelve clays afterwards, prostri^tioii and dc'uth. Dis- 
section disclosed partialior complete ruptures of the nerves which tonstilute ^ 
the brachial plexus, at their origin. The cervical spinal marrow presented a 
range of white spots along the whole extent of the spinai marrow opposite the 
insertion of the ^xth, seventh, and eighth cervical pairs, and lirst dorsal. In this 
extent, the s])inal marrow exhibited an increased size, and was sofj/.nyd so as 
to be of the coi^istence of bouillie, of a brownish red colour, or tfie gray and 
white portions were mixed and confounded together. • 

In^wo others, one with a luxation of tlic' humerus forwards, and ftio other 
downwai'ds, very severe eflccts were jiroduced by tlfe efforts at rcductioilf In 
the lint, considerable swelling of the limb, with acntcfpain, produced proba-, 
bly by the rupture of the muselcs whic h surround the humero-cubital articula- 
tion? the motion of the forfarm was completely destroyed; those of the arm 
were very feeble, afid tlie fingers ctnld perfortn only slight movements. In 
the second the usual effrrts could not effect reduction, Jnit they produced at 
first numbness in the left abdominal member, and at the same tunc paralysis 
of the luxated arm. ^I’wo months aftcrw'ards, notwithstanding the treatment 
employed, the neck, the wrist, and the forearm were tlie seul- of acute pain, the 
limb became emaciated and useless, its movements being very feeble. M. I'laii- 
bert cites another observation, that of a man, age d forty ) cam, w ho, o\ erturned 
by a bale of cotton falling from an ele^ated situation, had the femur liivated 
upwards and olitvvards. 'fhe reduction was cflccted, and the head of i lie bone 
was distinctly heard to re-enter its socket. 'I'lie patient died three da}s afti'i*- 
Wards. Dissection exliibitial the following les’cms; considerable* eccln inosis oi‘ 
the anterior and external ])ortions of the thigh, rupture of the ])^riuudal mus' 
cles, of tlic geminii and cpiadratiis. Tearing of tlie capsule, and^*uptuie of the 
iTiter-articiiIar ligament near llie head of the bone. "J'lie articulation contained 
pus, and through the torn capsule communicated with a colli‘('Aion of bloody 
pus, situated bctw'een the pectineiis and achluctor nuiscdc s. — Hullrtin r/cs* St I 
Med, August^ 1828. 

54. — It is our object in this department of the .louriial, to present, 

a brief^U^lvdipuy of the progress of medicine and surgery, iluring tlic preceding 
three mofitlA. Of tlie improvements in ]jractical surgery, whieli we have hacl 
the pleasure of making known to our readers, one of tie most important is that 
for breaking down the stone in thcAirinary bladdej*, or li4liolril\ . J’he lUtli rent 
articles on the subject in this journal, iircsent a full historv*of the. iiiM iitJon and 
progres.s of this operation; it remains for us but to notice it« prc swnl ad\anee-\ 
and the opinion entertaiiieil of its value by Viose who ha\e emjiloyod it; and iii- 
dependcntly of this being the performance of a duU, wx* «*c strongly urgetl to ' 
it from the conviction that the operation has |;een too much neglected in this 
country, and that its advantages are far from being duly estimated. 

M. Lispranc, w^hose extensive experience and cstablislicd reputation, should 
give great weight to his opinions, and who having no clftim to the invention, or 
to any iipprovement upon it, can scarcely he suspected of prejtidicc in its favour, 
informed the Uoyal Academy of Medicine on llie 29th of November, 1827', that 
convinced of the suttibriority of litliotrily over the operation of lithotomy, he 
had requested Dr. CivhLIe to perform the former ojicration n])on two jiatinitlfai 
the Hospital of the School of Medicine. The first was a^hoy aged seven wars, 
who had been suffering from s€one for a year. Some Hexible sounds were intro- 
duced into the urethra, preparatively to t|e operation. 

Dp. Civiale introduced with facility a lithontriptor of two linos dkimelcr. 1’lie 
stone^ which appeared to he of the size of a very large ‘liuzeiiinf, wfis prom|)tl\ 
seized; although formed ol oxalate of lime, it was fr'. bio: the patient suflen ii 
little. Three days afterwards, a fragment of stone, which had entered Ihe 
jiretlir5, extracted, and llie operation of breaking flown tlie raleiiliis ro- 
peatcil. It was also repeat. .! twice more, at intervals of two d;u s: a little rc\ e* 
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superve ned, a m'liiiry eruption, and iliarrlicca. Tlie patient left the hospital, 

but returned a fortnij*jlil afler\^^rds, A^hen he was sounded by M. Idsfranc, aiul 
many praditioners, \vdio ascertained tliat the patient certainly cured. 

(;ask II. A man aft’cd sixty, had been cut for tlie stone at the age of twelve. 
The operation was very dithcult, the convalescence was protracted, and a fislu- 
Jons opening;* remained. He commenced to suffer again froiuj^he stone about 
fifteen inonvlis ago, and the complaint increased rapidly, Tlie ‘nrostatc is en- 
giirgcd, tlie 'portion of the urethra situate betwxen the internfi orifice of the 
fistula, a;)d the neck of the bladder is much dilated; the urine* is glairy; the 
stone, w’liieh is not hard, ap|)eai*s to be of the size of a large walnut. • 

riv e sittings, during wlikh the patient, very gay, showed no signs of pain, 
sulficed to destroy the sfonc; he came to the hospital to be operated upon and 
returned. His cure was complete. 

Dr. liendiin, the distinguished editor of the Journal Gt n^ral de Mcdecine, 
docs not estimate as highly tliis»operation M. I.lsfranc; iKVcrtheless, he ad- 
mits its gnait utdily. He says* “ lithotrity is an operator)!! wJiich has now been 
known some v ears. \\ c cannot doubt at the present day of its utility: but it ia 
necessarv to resti iet it to a few eases, if we would not endanger the art and our- 
selves. if we recollect tliat it is necessary in this operation to introduce large 
instrnmeiils into a diseased bladder, when injuries often occur from the intro- 
diielioii of a soundionl\ ; that it is necessary, iieverflheless, to repeat the intro- 
duelioii ofli ii, wliieli is alw a} s (‘veessiv cly painful; that when the bladder has 
been diseased for a long liP'e, as is often the case in calculous patients^ it is 
juueh tltiekeiicd, and eauuot be disU ndetl by the injection preparatory to the 
0|ierafion, and wliieli is iicet s^ary lo place the parictes of this organ out of coii- 
lacl of tile inslniment, we can easih conceive that it is indicated to have re- 
course to tills ()])er:itiou but in cases of calculus which are recent, where the 
calculi arc not Miinerous nor large, and easily friable. We know that SQCiCess 
lias been obtained in cases much less favourable; blit the cases of failure, and of 
‘ii-'rious injuries an* not s]ioken of. A foilunatc boldness cannot, moreover, 
e\ er justify him w ho encounters hazards. Lithotrity, limited to the cases where 
it is evidently indicated, renders still to the art services sufliciently gres^ to rank 
it amongst the gn ati sL discoveries; applied in the more sevxTe only 

lilies it not succeed, but it endangers alwa>s the life of the patldtif^it^)l^aacri- 
fn-e more victims than cystotomy, and especially the high operatidtl.” 

M. ( ’Mutoiirelle comiTftUMicateil to the Academy of Medicine, at their meeting 
(if the lull Hicembcy, IbJr, a ca.se in which the operation of lithotrity was 
peribrnied. The s\ibji*ct was an old man, whose bladder was so irritable tliat 
sounding prpiliiccjl severe injury, which could not bc' relieved but by many 
days employment of baths, demi-b|ths, and emollioiit cataplasms to the hypo- 
gastric region, 'fins man was in a state of marasmus; be had a slow fever, with 
irregular exacerbations. M. C. administered suljibate of quinine, which con- 
tributed to .su|)]n)rt the strengtli, and to slop the febrile exacerbations.' In a 
state so alarming, he liesitaled to recommend lithotomy, and, moreover, the'pa- 
tienl feared, and relinked to submit to it. In these unf^oiirable circumstances 
M. Civiale undertook the oiieratioii of lithotrity; a gimt-clastic soiled was at 
firnt^ntroducc'd daily, and allowed to remain some instants, to accustom the 
iin thra to liislrumeiits; be commenced afterwards the operation. It was nc- 
e?ssarv at first lo allow considerable intervals between 3ie sittings, but thc}’ 
w ere iesbcned as the JdaiUler bi'caine riccustomed to the instruments. In eight 
siitlngs this man was completely relieved of his calculu#; he acejuired strength, 
the fever disiqipi aivd, and lie aeqiiifred flesh.f 

M. Amus^at, thinks that the operation of lithotrity is not suited to children, on 
account oftlie siiiallness of llic insiHiiiients that must be introduced; that it is 
coniraiiidioated in adults with diseased bladders or tumefaction of the proslati'. 


• Journal (.'•iifi.'il, .l.'unijii) , IS I.», . . • 

i iM. (.1 lulnn thai tins |i:input trlii ha\i' hit ii uum vili Ij and dih ciurfl Iw tin* liii;"i 
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also In patients with diseased kidneys, or with severe afTections of organs Im- 
portant to life, as the heart, lungs, &c.; that it is dangerous in old men who 
have had a stone in the^ibladder for a long time, and whose urine is glairy. He 
thinks that it is applicable with every chance of success only where the patient 
enjoys good general healtlu and does not suffer muchfrbm the presence of the 
stone; in all oth/V cases he^vecommends the high operation. 

In the Bulletin des Sciencts Medicales^ for August last, is the foll^vs^iug notice 
of a second lettRr which Dr. Civiale has recent!}^ published on lilholrity. “ The 
new ^observations on lithotrity appear to us to offer the greatest intcrt:rfL, and to 
hjj sufy^ient to convince the most sceptical of the advantages of this ^prc^fious 
discoveiy. The first series consists of eleven of the nyire simple cases, and we 
have seen with true satisfaction, that the success has always been complete. • 
The patienta^having one oj* more stones, and whose organs were in a healthy 
statCf werQ. operated upon easily ai^i without pain, and their cure has been ge- 
prompt andSlways certain. Persons afliicted with calculi liavc conse- 
m^tly a great intereAl not to defer a long time to fiibmit to an operation 
■offers great chances of success, and spares them acute j)ains. We find in 
second series,, ^^'cases reported in detail, several of which arc by the pa- 
tient^^ in which a urge atone and long-continued ill health llLvc demanded the 
repeated performance oflit^tri^. We particularly distinguish the seventeenth 
case, toa^ of Baron de Zach. M. Civiale w'ent to Genoa in February, 1827, to 
see this patient, who had been suffering from stone for two years, his health 
imured oy violent pains. M. C. broke dowji, in many operations, forty calculi 
of the size of a common hazelnut, which were crushed in the instrument. 

Two cases prove that lithotrity can be performed even in children. In the 
thirf part. Dr. Civiale notices the cases in which he thinks the oj)eration ought 
not'^be performed, and the modifications which have been proposed to his 
opemion by some surgeons. 

•‘Tke success obtained by Dr. Civiale has been verified hy^the most distin- 
^guished surgeons, and appear to us to justify the advantag’cs of lithotrity in u 
gj^atnumher of cases.^ Thu operation, always easy when the stone is of a small 
<^A^gfiU^^SUcceed in piitients wdio have a large eale.iilns, and whose oigans 
presence of the stone. M'c most sincerely wisii ti.at 
tlu|l^ijP9^™^^Trauld be more extensively known, and that surge ons would irih- 
tate^^e ^caitfpie of M. Lisfranc, and not perform litliotom\, but after Iiaviug 
proved by ipany trials the impossibility of lithotrity.” •• 

It would thus appear that unless ^me of the most dist^'iigiiisherl surgvons of 
the French metropolis have been guilty of the greatc.st movul turpitude in re- 
porting their cases of lithotrity, conces^ng tlie unsucci-ssfulf and fwlsif^ing tlie 
successful ones, of which no one can presanic to suspect tlicm; the value of 
lithotrity cannot be doubted. That it is not applicable to all cases, is admitted 
by every one, indeed fatal results.have sometimui occurred either from the luvk- 
WtiTdtiess of the operator, or the case not being favourable; nev ertheless, in 
ce^in cases it is perhaps the only opei'ation that should he attcmj)ti d. 

Tfi^'pMcise limits Wjitoin which lithotrity is applicabl(5, is however far from 
being u^t ascertaineqi many observations are still required to fix them, and 
the operation ia no 'doubt still susceptible of improveiT)cnts. As these shaii^be 
developed by future ^^ip|l|j^kj^ence, it siiall be our pleasure to lav them before our 
readers. ^ t ' • 

55. ^isiulaof the Dui^dnd Gland successfu III / Treated. By M. Bkuliiiii. 

yoRth, aged eighteen, lacerated his cticck by falling upon an iron stove, 
upper screws penetrated thf check, woqnding the buccinator 
near^Bnmasseter, though it does not appear that it reached the mouth. The 
woun<^healed rapidly, with the exception of a small fis ila through which there 
was a discharge of a clear liqui*l, especially while he was eating. This showed 
ijiat the stcoonian duct had been wounded. After having fruitlessly employed 
the several processes which were directed hy liis attending .surgeon, on tlie 
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31st olMay, 1831^ he placed himself under the charged of Bedard, in VHvpital 
de la PitU. Ii had been three years since he had received the injury. 

Bedard converted the hstula into a recent wound, by the excision of its 
sides; then with a-small trochar he perforated the chedk from the wound, pass- 
ing the instrument obliquely backwards. Having vdthdrawn the stUet, though, 
the cannula, which retnained in the perforation, ^^^assed the end it leaden 
wire. Having withdrawn the cannula, he in the %we mann^ made a second 
puncturd;\jginiiing, however, within the mouth, about threc^ lines anterior to 
the former puncture, carrying the point of the instrument tbliquely, till it 
passed l*|ito tlie wound near the place where the wire was inserted The ez- 
teri|al end of tlie wire w^^s passed through this opening into the mottjK^eing 
thu^ent somewhat in^he form of the letter V. The ends of the were 
'tvdsted together; and the external wound was closed by a needle and the twisted 
suture. For the first three days, there was some (^tension and {^n, owing to 
the saliva’s not passing at fii*st very readili^by the fide nf the leadeji wire,| On 
the fifth day, the saliva passeef freely into the mouth, affd the swellinjgf^ HItm 
nearly gone; the external wound had united, and the#Lecdle was now rein^|||. 
Still, the internal fistula was not so complete as to carry off allthesaliva^'TOP^ 
the patient was eating. The duct was distended into a tdnd ot sac, produ^g, 
during his mcals^a small tumour, which was, howevier, emptied into tiie 
mouth, by a very slight external pressure. TTie leaden wird remained inside 
the clieck, till it fell out, in September, when the cure was complete-'— 
Generates, 

56. iStaphyloraphy . — This operation, wliich was first performed by Graefc, in 
1816, and tlircc years afterwards by Uoiix, without, however, his being aware 
that the former had ever performed it, and in tliis country, first by Professor 
Warren,* arsd subsequently by Professor Stcvens,f has been twice perfdrined 
with success, by Dr. l)iEFrKxi»Acii,l: of Berlin. Some diflicultjr 'having'' been 
generally expe^'ieneed in tying the knots in the ligatures by which the edges of 
S.lie palate arc brought together, Dr. DiefTenbach has been induced to emplpy 
wire of ]mre lead, instead of the thread used by o%er operatoi^L|^hd' he. fiks 
found it much more convenient, it being merely necessary to 

tfte leaden wire. The operation, as performed by Dr. D. conS^^^ 

In the first, the borders of the division are pared; in the seeded^, 
are applied; and in tlie tliird, the suture is closed by twisting together tnelfehds 
of eacli ligature of leaTlen wire. Dr. D. has proposed a second naethod, which 
he has not yet, hqwfivcr, tried upon the IKing subject: in thi^ needles and liga- 
tures arc dispcn»:d with, and a kind of forceps employed to compress, reunite, 
and hold tdgcthcl*, the borders of the division. 

• — 

57. TrurheoUroiy Successfully Performed. By Dr. Skxtt, of Geneva.— In Vol. 

IT. pp. 213 and 456, we notioed two cases in jwhich this operation was Success- 
fully performed, and Cluoct, of Berlin, is smd to have kept a cannula in tte.tra- 
cliea of a woman twelve years. The operation would appear perhaps not, J^'be 
so generally fatal as has been supposed. A little girl aged six years wMLwen 
to Dr. Sciin, oif the 6th of August, 1826; riie had diffidult respiratiog^ dSme^ty 
oi iwallowing, voice e^Ainct; she had been treatcd'^qi^'isrtiup be- 

/bro. Dr. Senn advised milk diet, friction to the lOipfke <^tinent, 

and a tenth of a grain of hydriodate of potash, interuB^'evdry two days. Under 
this ti'catment the ^wtient improved, file became. laiyiad the respiration less 
difficult. Dr. Senn lost sight of Ijpr till ApW fdudf^K when hj^; emaciation 
was extreme, her respiration wheezing, anxious, scarcfiy to be oibseiwed. The 
trachea ^as dniwn upwards very sjrongly at each expii^tion; deglutition was so 
difficult that the patient could swallow only liquids. It wj^s detennined in con- 


• Stviho^^iTOf-’dine number of thi^ Journal. 

+ See Nonh Ainenoan Medical and Siirfrical Joiininl, VoU Iff. n. 253, rl seq. 
i Litirar. A mini, dca gesaramtei^Heilkunde, Peh. ami Nov. 182o, 
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siilLation to [Hi'toi m trachc7ot()my, and on the Jd of M:i} it was done iiiillio fol 
lowing’ manner. First the skin and cellular tisssue were divided; six hours af- 
terwards two rings of the trachea were divided, and a caifiiula properly enrvetl 
was placed in the wouiid. The difficulty of breathing, &c. ©cased immediately. 
Thc^annula w'as occasionally obstructed by mucus for a few days and cmlaii- 
gered hie life of the patleqt^ but tlic parts became habituated to the cannula. 
The child recoi^‘red her strength, and was ejuite well three months after llie 
operation. Wl^pn the cannula was closed with the finger slie couM speak, and 
her voice was k-ecoming daily stronger . — Journal Uentral, Jan. 

sS,‘ Actual Cautery in Ostechsarcama of the IjotvfrJffw. — Dr. Gikui. rela^is in 
Per Nett Chirms a journal of surgery and midwifery, accuse of osteo-sarcoma of 
the lower jaw, in which he employed the actual cautery with success, and was 
thus enabled to dispense lyith the operation of resection, which he w as on llu^ 
point of p^orming. Dr. G. thinkg tliat the cautery may, in many cases of 
th^ description, be substituted for resection. 

C L »» 

59. Lythotdmy. — Of cighty«thrce operations by the lateral method, perform 
ed by M. J. M. Vibicec, at the Hdtel-Dieu, of Lyons, eighty were sucxcssful.- 
Revue MedicaU^ February^ 1828. 

60. Chloruretof the Oxide of Sodium in Ulcers. — M. 'Williavue, of Met/, ba*, 
found this solution very beneficial in two cases? tlu* first, an ill-eondiiiopeil iil 
cer of the upper lip and ala of the nose; the second a case in w hich mimcrous 
ulcers threatened to invade all the skin of the legs of an indiiidual w ho liiul 
been recently attacked with feycv-^Pulleiin dcs Sciences Afediruics. 

6lv On Li^iures of Ruptured Arteries complicated with Fractur(^ or Gttn-.slin! 

The rupture of a principal artery of a limb, in fractures and gun 
diot wounds, has been supposed to require the amputation the Ilrnb. M. 
puruTTBEN has tried in two cases the tying the wlery, some distance from tlir 
if\juiyi as In the operation for aneurism, and witli the liap]>lest success. Fro 
fisi^r.De^Och, of Montpelier, has also performed it with advantage in one case 
M^'PupIJiytren has published an interesting memoir on llie subject, in tlie 
voiu^'e orthe Repertoire d'Anatomie^ dc Physiologic, it dc Palhnhgiv- he iliiiiks 
thatfinany limbs may bb saved by this operation. ~ 

62. Fracture of the Cranium, wit^ Depre.s.sion, cured ivi'flut^d oo Opcratii.n,- 
A little boy, nine years of age, was knocked down by a lu'avy piece of v\ond. 
which fell upon his head from a constdei'ablc licight. TSIood i^stu'd from tiu 
mouth, nostrils, ears, and eyelids. On examining tJie w^ouiid, liu* cranium was 
found slightly depressed in the direction from one oar to llic ..(her? and aljoi t 
the right ear there was a laceration, an inch long, of the skin. \ proln iniro 
duced under the detached integuments penetrated easily so fin* as the o])|)o 
temporal region. A large crucial incision, which divided the iidegiiinout^. 
broi^ht into appearance a fracture of the bone, which exteiuled from tlie m 
poralboneaiof l^e right side, across the parietal, to the left side of ilic b . I 
The anterior portion Ibe bone was depressed about half a line below ilu 

level of the posterior. A second fissure, commencing at llic ici miiiatitm r/ 
the first, directed its course along the frontal bone, tow ards i he l ight c yi Tin 
cdge.s of this fracture aito%rBted.^tlQ the distance of about iiMnc fi t. in i ac Ji (dlier, 
so that the pulsations Ulthe brsnh were observal>Je through it. A Cjie.d (|n;mtlty 
of san|nurioIent fluid issued from the fissure. 'I'liis last circumslaiirt d< lei min 
ed ProTCSfljf^ GitAEFE to delay lli ■ opcnition, of trephining, and t»j try tlu* c flr< « 
of blooddetting, cold applieutions to the head, laxatives, and lim ;;.ir 1 m\ '‘ incni*. 
The sensibility of the patient rcliiriicd in a. short time iin- r tlie enijiloy meiil ol 
these remedies. The whole of liic denuded wounds oi' tin hone, w’bl( h wt r« 
cxtfnyive, W'^tc drcs^'cd •^iuiply with lint soaked in t* pid waP r d*- 



473 


Svr^ery. 


p*ees, Several portions of the denuded and contused iJone separated, forming 
altogether nearly three square inches of surthce. Under these pordon^ rf 
^ tached b(Mie, the dui*a mater was converted into a fleahv substancatofft’fb^a^f^ 
pect^ whicli, under the continued use of the simple ,>di€88ing already mtfnljpn- 
cd, became convertei^ into a firm membranous Si^stance. In 
months, tl^c cliild completely recovered. ' 

^ This curc, as well as many more of a similar inlE&Ke^ provA that 
cation of tlife trephine is not always necessary in fracture of tlie cial^liSm vnth 
depression. There is no operation, to tlie performance of Ae surgeon 

is callecff so generally unsuccessful as that of trephining, andit^cbli^^most 
a (ii^sfion, at least in our«nind, whetlicr more recoveries 
upon the whole, if this Operation was never had' recourse to^; ' WhlieBS 'de- 
pression be very considerable, we conceive that it Would be lAvise^eibd^f^'it' ' 
for some time, and give other remedies a fair trialw— d^Uniqm CHi^ 
rurg. de Btrlin. ^ , 

6.^. Double Luxation of the Dr. Fo]«£D3f of Poui^yx comm^i^ 

ed to the Section of Surgery, September lltli; ,182^ » q|^e wmble 
ctf Ibe astragalus, upon ^e leg and upon the c^cis. .like ttl^ttgaliis waC’elittoct- 
cd, and the wouiul healed. Fabrio(|as de Hildimiui*wiie&e nm Who, in abase 
of this kind, extr^ted the astragahllsinstead of aiktpMating the limb; it since 

been practised witli success by Aubray,.^ei4and, l^nivmieivdMtohlhiijt^l^^ 

Tloyer, &.c. In our former series, Vol. XIV. p. 104, 'a case* .aucceSlSlHy treat- 
ed, is recorded, in which the bone was pi»e8erved,-^-JbMma/ r 
cine^ Oct. 182S. 

04. Case in tcdicA a Folypns of great size was removed fitm the Dptd efihe 
Tongm by TJIgature. Uy liicHAnn Uiris, M. D. &C(ir-<rJbi Aiigaai« 182^* 
was cidlcd to see a maiden lady, between forty and fifty yeftm of 
ipg been about twelve months previously ^|Msed to cold and ** was 

attacked with catarrhal symptoms, attendecn^ some infiamnU^to'^ 
but her complaints yielded to the usual remedies, 4^’ she thdli| 
ih'^iTi. Tl»rce months after this, however, she was' 'Observed b|^ 
a 'iiciilato less distinctly than before, and about the same tim^^^^, 
feci a slight difficulty in swallowing. These spnptoms conliniii^J- 
until at length she cou^l swallow nothing but hquids, or brin cnil^^6 
1 cry line, and suspen^ded in soup or tea. i^he invai^bly WpmB in efinnp 
weather, and it wa» then only that she experienced any materw'dififCiilly'm 
Ijrcathing. A dc/^oe of retching was often excited, and occasibned'grest'^dis- 
tress; and tlic food she attempted to swallow was frequently retmmd through 
the nose. She spoke like a persofi whose tonsils were veiy roucfi enl — 
r'irrimistancc which had led to the application of various rubefacients 
gles, the true nature of the disbase never havUkjg been understood. Oh 1 
ing the fairccs, a smootli round tumour was soin filling' the 
]>harynjc, and accompanying the motions 6f 4||h tongue. The 
1 umour, whicli was visible, was of the size of e ebestiW^' bi 
tl'^^angue downwards, ^ degree of r^tcbii^ wae- 
ranic j^artially into view, and showed it to be donb 
• On examination with the finger, the tumour was 
yielding, 'iind from its wriggling motion, 't^en . .r w. .. 

iL was coniecturcd tlftit the pedicle was comp 11* but it could Aot be 

brought into view. In consultation svith Dr. Bllllfi|fi||^S!^a8 determined to ap- 
pl} a ligature to it, and accordingly on the 4th of SoBtember, Dr. ^Huie pro- 
reeded Ufcthc operation, assisted 1*^ Dr. Ballingall and-DP. Russell. Dr. 
Thdliugall kept the patient’s jaws asunder by means of 'a cork introduced be- 
tween the teeth, Dr. Huic took a long and stout ligature in his left h^nd, and 
gi aspiiig olie (mkI with a pair of common dressing forceps, he carried it baqk- 
011 the lip;!!! side oft he tumour- Then toiiehiiki;’ The past*. 
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gently witiithc extremity uftlic instrument, lie produced that degree of lytclung 
^ItQllded to, which, bringing the polypus more completely into view, he 
S|l<9^Kdi^vWith even less difiiculty than he expected, in throwing the ligature 
had piir|ial(e)y Hbstained from forming any noose upon. the liga- 
anxious to aso^itwti) as far as possible, tlic siz^ of the pedicle, round 
ligature immedlil^ slipped, and satisfied himself by the mrrowncss 
waftfdvm^ that it was in reality very small. A double knot 
no^jd'ed,.an^ ti|^tehed by means of curved probes, forked ii^ the cxire- 
Tliity, tha'U|pfill|re"WSUI cut aivay at the distance of an Ineh and a half from 
part of^e operation was a good deal iiitern^ptcd by 
instruments; hut we ha^the 
by the altered hue of the tiftnour, that the strangu-, 

' u ahthe Us^ the fourth day, the tumour came 

ailijg^ltiret the’patj^nt was freeafv^m suifering; and to this day en joys excel- 

IfuseUm of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
qa^i^Stly ah #unce, and measured five Inches in its 
' ropi^H^fourin i^lhoit' It was broadest emposite the inser- 

tiwtflhe p6dik^l^,wyibb:n||t<»*)M^at the dlato of an inen from the upper 
paH tlfthe^tiuilOiijK incisioA^hich has bcei^ made into it, dis- 

play* i^ib^ as a chesnut, siurounded by a fibro- 

cartilagl^)|ieM atfttoture^ fcxr^tig the rest of the tumour.*' — Transactimis of the. 

VoLXHL 

65^^ . Ct$$e 4f Osfeo^/Slaricoma of the Ixmer Jaw successfully removed. l)y J am ks 
SxiWV^ ft man aged twenty-four, about eiglU or nine years 

a|^&n<te4 a hard Sftrelling of the gum on the outer side of the grinding teeth 
oi'lliribwer whieh gMaally increased, but was not painful. When it liad 
attaint t^aixO' of ail' egg, he ap^teed to a surgeon who extracted three of 
whic^K grew rapidly, and having become as large 
repftiim to the Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, about six 
tiiihdur was cut ofr from the bone. The wound did vr)t 
"aotl^ cautery was nspeatedly applied in vain to make it do s**. 
after remaining in the Infirmary eight months, and the lu 
^idly meiwed« 

SyilK saw kto the was placed diagonally across the face, 

, _ . nd ench monbhoiis diste^on as to measure fifteen inches in cir- 
The throat of the petienl. was almost obliteratec.^, there being only 
abo^1fw<^}WC|lie8 of it above the'^steniumt so that the cricoid cartilage of the la- 
a’;ieTelwith that bone. When the tumour was viewed in profile it 
rpej^tincidte from the fkont of the neck. It completely filled tlu' 
ilUidir occupied all the space below it from^jaw to jaw. The tongue was 
EIlNt bf'^ phtee^^and lay b|±W^ien lifp teeth and cheek of the right .side. 

^ Jlypci^ ctih^ipm noli|pftk ^ted'in the chBea8e> was the right ramus 

teeth backward^. The tumour, 
wheift'eqy3^fi^)My uidformly firm, and for ihe-KV. • it 

dijfipiimilKew part’ which appeared through the mouth, Avas a 

consistence, from which aa 
alarpn^tf hjcmoirlAige' ha^ Occ^^ ocourn^; and for the last t\ir6'c or four 

weeKathe^ hadbeeii|;pdi|gl^<WK^ extent of one or 

Notwitlwufellng tne gp*eat bvlk of the tumour, the patient couhl 
pretty freibiy in all directions. W^ith the exception of the discas<' 
Penmaii enjoyed good health, lie was a tall, well made, though 
.Ited, intelfigent young man, aAd possessed uncommon fortitude, 
the assistance of Professor Balling^, reinoAX'd this lumoiir nu 
^ ' tlic presence of Dr. AlbJrrcrombie, l*rofessor iVussell, Dr. 

iinnter, &.«. in the following manner- — 
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hcing* seated on an uixliitary chair, an o^lJquc iiicjsioii was made 
by l uiniin^ a siiarp-])uiiited lenife through the lip, from the rig[ht jungle qjf the 
inouih ilie babe lA tlie jaw, where he proposed to divide it, viz.jitthij^aNld 
hiciis])itUootli, whicli Jwd been removed the cvenii^ before, 
the external surface ofHic bone at this part, it vm^^vided paiiudl^^ 
saw, amlVhe division was completed by means <^i^|^cuttinp pliers. ^ 
rior curuqury artery, which Dr. Ballingall had'^^^Pp^nted ^om 
i^oinprcssing it in the lip, was then tied. , I ■ ^ 

I next made a long semicircular incisiQii.^m tlie we ioiouth, 

ill Uic direction of the base and ramus of the i^i|d teriD}il 

d>W Having secured lii« facial artery, and 
traX 1 dissected down the large flap Hius toVfJftitdf 


pora 



scon- 

'icL Dr. Ballingall feel the caroSd lying in the 

to be compressed if there should lie occasion* emy^d &>- 

cisioii ill a similar dircctioii^^cominciiciug from the nioum^gt anch 
above ilic former as to include a portion of the cheek, wT3p was 
rent to the tumour; iind liaving dissee'^d ^up tiiia jAp, tlp^; 

muscle, so as to expose the whole ^ 

ste]) was to divitlc the mucous membrane ofthemc^tj^ 

inour much more moveable, and enabled me to Itfi^ess, 

divide the tempjj^ral muscle, and open toe pvlii^''' t had 
then merely to cutclo.scly round the CQiidJrle, 
hyoid, and other muscular connections. ‘ ^ 

"I'hc operation occupied twenty-four minutes; hut all this li^: em- 

ployed in cutting. The ]iaticnt bore it well, and did not lose mbre toftn seven 
or eight ounces of blood. His breathiiigwaBneverintliesl^ghtost degree afflicted. 

** After placing a few folds of caddis iti the great cavity tclt by tofe 
which w'eiglted four pounds and a half, lbrou^t|}^ Intog^u^nts 
the leftside of the fice, in a triangular foito. ami 'retailed' the ^dgei fn-cOQtltoi 
by the twisted suture. The incision on the ri^t side was 
Vwo or three turns of a roller were then put round 'fh<^ chlti4Pd 
siip])ort the re laxed i iitegumeiits. ‘ 

^ TJie patient made no complaint of any sort after the opeptoj^ vy^ntp^SC 

()r the first two days was about 100, but soft^and gnidually.pbdia " ^ ^ 

lural standard. He slept well, had an appetite for his food^ 'viz- 
\\ liey, which were int^’oduced into the phaiynz through a fl^ncl wj^ a 
tube, and pcrformcc^ his excretions reg^ukrly. The vmolc ewthe caddis 
moved by the third day, when the patient sat upi and dedsred^^toht 'h^ felt 
better tlian he did pi'cvious to the opersdipn.” 

Mr. S. offers the following remarks on the mode of opeiatki^ The.pa- 
ticiit, he says, oiiglil certainly to he seated, since the blood will tBdia^.a pre- 
vented from running into his throat so as to delay the opciti^a, 
tracheotomy necessary to pi^ent suflTocadow-^^ ^ 

I'll ere is no advantage, Mr, 8. beUeve^in ^|ng tlip carotid 
commencing the extb^ation. 1. It isuil!iecc,iiptgr,bc " 
must and ought to oe cut, are the flimji],' satoa, 

Ur -:u;hes of the tempor;^!. 3. It must aripuMt the^ 
tumour throws an obstacle in the way, asivhere t 
W)r applying a ligature. 3. ItiiUCfreaaestoi^^^ff^f 
there is always more or leas ri8h,.of hxniorrjMlge^ 
from so large a ves^l as the caftatid. 4. 
communications are so free, that dsligature at the^ 
rest the flow of blood from its branches. 5. Any gob^' effect that^M b® ex- 
pected from tt/hig the trunk, may be obtained by oois^esstng iilfter the in- 
teguments lying over it have been dissected off or divided. 

for sawing through the lower jaw, Mr. S. tlunks that the chain saw, is not 
tlie best instrument It is not necessary to saw through the whole^thiqjiebi 
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of tlie buue. 


A jjretty deep groove being made, the cutting plierb com 

HIS. 

tumour should be comjilctcly exposed before 
Vessels which ought toAe tied may tlujhbc tied 
Is afforded to the mrod which oyzes from 
'lOembranc of the mouth being nox|^citt by u 
^-dUtws^s, the tumour is rendered nrncli more 
generally be able to free the coroi^oid process 
he fail in doing so, he ought tp cut it 
depressing the tumour as far as possible 
after which he’Mias merely to cani^liis 
mide the remaining attJbliments. 
limititled t&inuch praise for insisting on the proj^riety 
sinbe a wound of the internal inaxilla- 
isothem^ alittOBt inevitable. 

JiyeB..:p*i8lD«6S is contracted to nearly the natural 


PVdhysgre^le. He is daily improving in articu’la- 
I 'ttii^wajnl^-'jptetty intelligibly.** — Edin. Med. and. 








gfelh] 


k V ^ Skullt in whichrihe symjdnms nj 

f afi» the accident. By J a mks Wa 1 . 1 . 1 c 1 ;, 

Sunday evening at seven o’clock, July 17, 
Jieceivbd ^ wound- ill the head, with what instruinenl, or 
fitoms which immediately followed, could not be ascerlain- 
^^ock, however, when he was first seen by Mr. Wallace, 

, to answer questions distinctly. ‘‘'I’hc pupil, 

l^iejhl^itetllgfii were pe^ec^ natural. The wound in the seal p 
situated immediately over the junction of 
parietill bone with the occipital. *’ There was a 
* the, wound, with a hardening around the pufli- 

d-^e feeling ^ if a portion of the bone were depress- 
l k, deceptive feeling, and there vras no symptom indicat- 
j I did not tbin^ myself warranted to cut down and cxa'« 
21 ,- . ^hepoint of my little finger into the wound, in the 

^ tJmS;W^ldaiic9Mt^>^cthcrttere was depression and on mak- 
““VWiw the man winced ?nd complained u lit- 

• ” ^ nsk;§tot the j^sil he complained of^wfus more from i i'- 

ll Jfi^th^pcalp, than from'^p^ssit^niii.the brain, and as ?'il oIIkt circuni- 
^ mademb ibrther <^\amination, and simply dressed 

soundly. At six nextmoiming he rose with the rest of 
Iktients, went db^ to Ills birth on the lower deck to change 
vijs in tllb.ljiij^'birtli, seemingly as well as if iiotliing 
welKtm towards evening, 
'bn^ wj gjMi 'wJw’Conipletely removed, however, by 
he slept again soundly. ( >n Ttu-V- 
but |kii he had still .slight licad-aclie 
him stf nd j^urgatives. I'lirough the dji^J 
l^|a |fesday he h^d not any particular 
tb reiiMirTOc patients, and wc were hc- 
. he had merwitha serious accident. But on 

^mjung, altbw^h by all accounts he had slept well enough, he was 
spoken to^ he was fm)^d Jii a state of stijpor, and 
eyeg suffured and imtiAfci thifejMpi'- conUMctcd, and the 
■“"niiumed. Tlie wound had been leliked at on Tuc,sda\, ami 
. Wther an lurfavourablc aspect; now it was in the same". si ah, 
any*dispositioii tolicul,4hschurging a thin ichor, and retaining all its 
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!>uiToii|^ding h; rdncss and pufliness. It now occurred to us that 1 
paiMlioii «r the pericranium and dura mater from the 
this, amUconscqncntly to apply the trepldney 
part. Oi^ laying* bare the bone, we fbundthtti 
considerable de^^rce. • A portion of it imme 
about Ihc'cii’cumlcrcnce of a crown, was 
inch, and, broken into four pieces. ‘ The piec^ 

< low II upon* the brain, while the other end 
bone, lljc whole forming outwardly a cupdli^ 
phiningj merely to give exit to matter pent 4,^ 
jnaf^ we trephined to raUe the depressed'^ 

•ship, ])ciformcd the opiration; and on remot''' 
again bounded into its place. T^e dura m&h 
sloughy at a point. The brain itselfmight be 
‘‘It would be needless to daltall pasticulT ' 
from the performance of the operati<^' i 
enough to say, that, by strictly putting ‘ 
diate danger was warded off. Threed. 
his senses again; ^he pulse moderate; fS 
the scalp had healed to about an ii^ch. For ttr 
well as we coulddiavc wished, ami we wer^‘Sle||^ 
of his recovery. But at the end of^at time a i 
stance appeared at the bottom of the wound. At the nd 

creased, and speedily it began to tear up fhe woufl^ L 

.si ance of the same kind appeared, which increased like 
discharge from the wound became exceedingly festid. - 

fiart of the fi^ngus dropped off’, but imme^ately 
tion, which, again falling off, was aaspeei^^ rbpflip^d 
ilressing there was a portion to cothb ewaV, aiof a new/^ 
place. Under &ll this tlie patient retained nb tfemldii bht'x^ 
spite of all support; and on Sunday the 7th of Aiig^ ezaj^ 
ter llie receipt of the injury, and seventeen daytl^4^r th^ ;j 
» operation, he expired.” — Ibid, % 


^ • MEDlCAi:. JUltlft»RUl>I^C£. 

67. Cascfif Powotxiiig with BeUadmiiiai^K iiajt^ act. 46, sWallotred, ' |by ‘mis- 
take, forty-four gniins off the powder of beUadonna; an hour after 
attackcil w'ilh violent head-ache, espemally over the orbits; the i 
a red colour, which quickly cjdcnded Over the face, andldsUp < 
so that within a few minutes the whede skht inhibited am — 
ncs.s, such as is observed in scarlet le^O?; me same tbae t 
lent pain and heat in 4he throat, aiid/ld(^jg;t " 
the fauces wcrcjbund stronriy inflanhed.'' b < n 
.1 Very painful irritatien cn the urinary* 
bladder, witli a constant but fruitless desire of f 
iAg, emollient clysters, fomcntatlDns jOklthobe 
liypogastrium, relie\fcd the patip^in ioi^ 
hours, he was perfectly recovereaJ^iVbw, : 




638. On the • TJ’.fA? whidL Morphine, may he made edees^^Pik 

By V. — “The* sub^ltocc Vpmited by a dog bad 

^ wallow twelve gi*ains of adlSetate m mdlphine was a colourless M 
odour, sligjitly viscid. It turned frothy by agitation with solution or | 


,^1tout 
_ tewas 

about liiree minces in quantity. Submitted to evaporation in a poKeftiin 
n gave a binull iiuuiilily of yellowish extract, of an odour of juice of meat, of a 
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L* tuslQy a littJe hullisli, and it reddened loiinicsol ])iipcr. "J’lns exlrucl, <.ri\»leil 
boiling alcoliob scpai'atcd into two portions,' tlic one floceiiU-nt, inso1iil)le, 

nn-l .. 4 - 1 . 4I . I'. 


hitter t 

with boiliiu f alv>UAl\#f9 a««|4k»««t.V.U. IJIIU I 11/119, LlIU UJIl.' J11/1.A ILlti'III, lll'iUlllUlt.', 

fomned^Of nie mucus imd of tlie gelatinous nialter; the other, soluble in tliis li 
quid» im^evapomted to^iyness. The latter, redissolved in a little yatei-, let 
nil dom^les of gp'easy Submitted t<» slow evaporation, the ac/iieous so- 
lution a denosite of crystals, of a yellow colour, wliichjiresi ntetl 

th^f^lfe^ring pr&ertieoi had a bitter taste $ a solution of thevi in vvaliT 
preclpitsled, by |he ac^^O of ammonia, in white flocciiles. 'rreau A by eoii- 
centrated sulphdtkl acid* in a small glass tube, they disengai^ed a decided odour 
of acetic acid. , 


** Dissolved >ui' weak nitric aci^ these salts immed'ately gave a dark 
solution, appPDBctiing to the colour of blood. 

** This uniok of properties proved clearly that these crystals were acetate of 
moi*phme. quantity c&tained was about three grains. 

The Stdtnac^ of# cat wliich hadrbcei\ poisoned by twelve grains of acetate 
of was boiled for ten nMites in six ounces of distilled w ater. The 

idter^-j^ttor was evaporate^ij^^Hded with alcohol iii the way already men- 
tionodj^he.-alcoholiQiSolalHHHBghtly yellow, and it furnished by evapo- 
ration^an exti^aot of a similarp^^^nly a little darker, of a saltisli taste, fol 
loWcd by bitter, which, manifested, by the addition of a few drops of nitj-ir- :u iJ, 
a good yellow orange col^m^ ^proaching to red; phcnomc^^a wliich pro\ed 
the exigence of a small quantity of acetate of n\orpliiue. 

*^But it is remarkable that, in some instances, these reagents will not enable 
US to discover any trace of morphine in the stomach, intestines, heart, or in tin* 
blood taken from ati artery a few minutes before the death of an animal w bleb 
has b^^n poisoned by this substance. A hound was poisoned l»y lwel\ e gr.tin^., 
but no trace td'.it could be recognised in any of those parts. I'wo kitleiis dlt il 
. from the injecrion into the stomach of a solution of acetate of nror]>hine, the 
^Q&e of five,,iuid the other of eight grains. The stomach of that w hich had j-e- 
qeived the five grains showed unequivocal traces of the poison, easily disliii- 
gtpsh^ by the reagency of nitric acid? whilst in the other nothing of the kind 
could be discoyereo. From tiiese facts, and several others of a similar nature, 
M, BaHy conclude^ 1st, that it is possible, in many cases of poisoning, 
discover, .by chenrical means, sensible traces of vegetable poison; 2cl, tliat il ' > 
^ways in the viscera to which the poison is first applied that wc arc to look 
for its presence; 3d, tliat the matter thrown up by vonpting shortly after the 
injectibii of the poison into the stOm^h contains sensible fluantitiis of it; -Ith, 
that all the efibrts made to discover it in the blood have becu fruitless.— 

Msd. and Surg. Journ, Oct. 1*828, /rom de VAcad, Royule dc Mtd, 


69. Mfiduthl^cd Consultation^ on a Case of Amputation ff a Ihi^h affected a'ilh 
6fafigM^--«Tbis memoir, read on the 22d of May, 1828, to tlic Kn_\al xVcadcinv 
of Bfedime, section of surgery, by M. Chaussieii, relates to a case wdilcli liad 
brought before the Royal Court of Metz, it is interesting in a inidi<‘o 
legal Md pa t^lo gical point of view, luid also as blLOwing;,what is considered a 
proper hotjiifMim,' in Fmaice, for sprglcal services. 

A man, ageaWcnty^igliit years, having fallen from a horse, sulfcrcd 
ppu^ jpraetn^ Of the Hugh. A surgeon was called, w ho applied tlie projM i 
tremmoi^; nev^ertheloss, ob the' sixth day, on removing the <livssiMgs, hf p< • 
raveq'that the toes had become gaiigrcnou#. .,,He immediately callVd Dr. j. i 
besse^' in consultation, ana on his arrival thft latter physician found the ]cgsi)h:i 
ce^ted^to two indkes above the knee, and the thigh sprinkled w ith black and 
*rh® cv’d increased so rapidly, that it was evident that a Jiti Ir loss 
. be fatal to the patient. Dr. Jb. upon the Solicitation of the pa 

to perform, immediately, amputafiiOn of the hmh. The opera- 
lion enrely successful, and the patient was c'uM after seventy dressing . 
ilconjoys to the pre.sent perloil good heulUi. Nevertheless, urged’ no douhi 

malevolent and envious persons, the patient refused to puv the fee, (urn 
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lIioimauLl (lolla' s) :iiul nn^roovcr wislioil lo prove Uiat br. Labessc had ampu- 
talcii af;-:iinst llic rules ofsurjjery. M. Chaussicr, in his memoir, protects atFOUgly 
af^iuiisl syrh excessive ingratiliide, and proves that the l^e not tO a^^Utate 
sphacelated limbs before a line of demarcation is is top that 

it is cornV.t only in ctjscs of gangrene from an inti^aLcauae. The c^gfeaeiice 
of l.arivyi Y\:in, Saimiol Cooper, Hutchinson, jE^i|nrence, Thomsenv^ennen, 
has pyhved that amputation of a sphacelated ]in|bi pro^uqkd by asc extei^tm! 
or mcclianiual cause is indicated, if the life of the patient is in ^ngprj'^hohgh 
th(' ganj^rene is not clrcuinscribcd; therefore^ the amputation |^rfrfftned by IJlr. 
r.abesscfwas performed according to the true rules of the wt. The IS^e de- 
inaiHied by Dr. Labesse, rmd which the patient considm^d as excessive, ap- 
pearslo M. Chaiissier tSo moderate, and he has fixed it at $ 1^0* 

Jn a postscrif)t to the memoir, there arMomc observaUohs on?|^grene'fiN>|pi 
iiileriial and also from external causes, and two ca^s of j^ngrene from mbdha- 
nical cause, followed by dcatl^ in conseqisence of' amputgtipn of ^e Umb^nOi 
having beeh performed in proper time. '/ ■ - 

l'l>o patient of M. llabcsse has desisted from his apf>eal to the Royal .Court of 
iMotz, and he has payed the costs, and the fee legally, dpo^ his physician,' 

!r0. Cajiii of Jiiifpposed Pohoning. — As the lives "of ^^^vuiu^d8 often depend 
upon the testim^^y of medical men, every fact thst^^A tend to rander*the lat- 
ter caulious, or enable them to form correct opinions on subjects respecting 
which they arc likely to he called on for evidence in a court of justice, becoiufis 
of extreme interest, wc therefore copy from the Ltmdm Medical And JBk^cai 
Journal^ for October last, the following case, which occurred in France, inlolS. 

A w'oman was attacked with violent pains in the stomach, and general symp- 
toms of illness, afrer having walked some distance on a very sult^ - day. She 
had taken nd refreshment whatever until her return home,, when she partook 
of a light meal with her husband and some friends. From the coipm^cement 
pf the attack, Hic was tormented with raging thirst; she had frequent stools, 
ai'crmipanied \vith great pain in tiic bowels. She did not vomit. Upon qp;mi- 
nalioii post niortcni, tlic stomach Avas found to be in a state of inflammation, 
^Mijd there was every appearance of some violent caustic havlpg been applied. 
l!i sonic ()arts the coats of the stomach were entirely destroyed. The pyloric 
portion wiLs of a deep brown colour, and contracted. After this examination. 
Dr. K. declared it to his opinion that poison' liad been administered. The 
same opinion was al.^) given by several physicians and surgeons, wfap were cqn- 
su It cd . It was determined that the destruction of die stomach must have arisen 
from somcyaiistig material, for that no disease could destroy so large a portion, of 
living animal ,\ahs1anvr. Cliaussity was fortunately called upon for his opinion: 
hf \ t“ry properly ileprecalcd the rash and ignorant decision of his bretliren, who 
had made no altcuipt to prove the presence of poisonous matter. He stated that 
the same appearances, and the same sudden accession of symptoms, freqqeplly 
occunaal from intermil liiscasc. The husband of the woman was conseqi^dy 
a.'cpiitteil. 'riicre w^ not the slightest grounds for suspicioiY 
t'4‘]>tiiig the maqner in which tlic woman hi^jd been at^a^ed, ai^l^^desfrqibl^n 
(4 M.c stomach which was detected upon examination. aftprdpa^^^ ^ 


chemistry. 

• 

7\. Mio/i of Hrornr and the Ci/anuretof Hmmc upon the dnimal System^ — M. 
P.^IITIII:/.; atlaclK (1 to* the Militaiy ^Hospital of the Royal Guard, has occupied 
hiiiisrlf with c\ii iisive researches for the purpose of ascertaining the. effects of 
hi'omi', h\^clro-l)n>iu’U4‘ nf pbtass, dcuto-bronuirct of meivairy, and the cyanurcl 
fit lu-ome, ii])on the .iiiimal economy. • 

Timmu Ins f'xperluuMit*; with the first .and hist named t>f these nuir*suhstances. 
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he lias drawn the followliii;^ conclusions: Isl. llroinc <*()niplctcly dissolved in 
distilled water, and. injected into the veins, produces death in doses of * ten ot' 
twelve drop^ by coafful|iting^ the blbod, without alfecting^tlu' nervous system. 
2d. Intooduced Into the stomach, the rcsophagus inimcdiately tie<l, 

it causo^eath in three^^TO^ days; whilst if the stomarli be h lied f with afi- 
mciits, tins substance is ^ottiyerted into the hydro-bromic acid, the ])oisonniis 
effd^ which ^ infinite^' less active. Should the oesophagus not. be liedi, 
it will recplire fromfi^y to sixty drops to cause death, and care is" still neei-s- 
sary to prevent ftil[i>eing rejected soon after being taken. 3d. Hroine t^»kcu in 
an infiBsion of colfee, and swallowed before it lias had time to be convefto^dinto 
bromic acid, mtiII equally cause the death of the aninftil. 4th. Ilroine iutr^ihc- 
ed into the stomach of a dog, in the dose of fifty or 'sixty drops, product.^, 
death, unless won fc^owed by vomking. 5th. It has a strong analogy in its 
operation with iodine, and tonsequcntly ought to be placed next to it in the 
scfUe of irritUing poirons. 6th. Th6 cyanuret of brome ought to be ranged, 
like ttie cj^nuret of iodiqe among the narcotico-acrid poisons. 7tli. Injected 
into tho.cellular tissue in the dose of five or eight grains, it produces mortal 
symptoms, without however, always inducing death. Bth. Introduced into the 
stomachs' of dogs, it only causes death in do.ses of four or fiv(^ grain.s, and the 
dose requisite to kill a ra^it, under similar circumstances, is infinitely * 

Archives G6n6raUs^ 1S28. v 

72. Meductim of the Sulphuret of Arsenic . — M. llerzcliu.s points out the li»l 
loWfpig^ as one of the most certain means of ascertaining the most minute ])or 
lions of arsenic contained in the precipitate obtained by the h>dro-sulphur'u 
acids and the hydro-sulphates. The precipitate is to be enclosed in a glas^ 
tube, stopped at one end, about four or five inches long, and of the ealibn* <>1 
a large quill. ^ Tliis lube is* to be warmed by a lamp of alcohol, over winch it is 
to be held obliquely in such a manner as that the flame will he directed imme 
diately above the part where the substance to be reduced is ])la6*(‘d so lliat the. 
vapoiir of the sulphuret of arsenic will be obliged to pass this hoated point . at u i* 
this, if the vapour passes slowly it will be completely decomposed. 'rhi‘ •'ul 
phurous acid produced will disengage itself and the arseniousacid he di‘]n)situ I ■ 
on the sides of the tubes. The tube is drawn out f ^tirc ) after being heati ^f; 
the anenious acid is pushed into tlie portion of the tube drawn out ( eV/rcc J and 
by heating it, it is made to pass in vapour upon burning «harcoal, which »'llei t*. 
its recLuction. Charcoal in lumps is t<$ be preferred to thcqiowder as the lath 
is dispersed by the heat,i-Jbwmfl/ Chem. M^d. Sept. 1828.* 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

73. ConsHtutian of the Year . — •‘When Sydenham treated of the constiluiicr 
of the year, h^'meant an epidemic, or a certain morbid condition of the hniu.m 
body as'an 0fP<^t,from a certain stato of atmosphere as a cau.so. which In' t^uni 
ed the constit|^tj0n or disposition of the year. The effect was a inaltei* ol’ . 
vation, and certain: the cause admitted of disputation.” 

••If Sydenham had flourished in this era he would have U nnod tlie t 
tution ^ tlie years 1825, 6, 7, and 8, intermittent, and it has lucn conihim d 
with ah unusual degree of neuralgic affectibn, from hemicrania to the ine-t m 
tractable forms of tic dolouioii\. A similar dbmhination of disease* took plat e m 
the year 1809, but has not prevailed for a quarter* of a century to the ( vlont 
which it hu done during the last two years.* It commenced in the ^jiring- ni 
1825, having been preceded h\ an unusual humid aut; nn, during- which thr 
north of Europe was flooded to .a very alarming extent. It was nsli; r('<l in hi 
a ^ery fafhl pcritonilis, both .iiuple and pucrjieral, in the hniiiaii snhjccl, ami 
1>Y a still more destructive wot rot amongst sheep. A wool iiion hant inhnim c! 
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I he or’fioi* jili cxpri icncf dflorly years, ho hud never knuwn it so 

hital: he < ^tirnuLi d tjiut u (.oiit'li el tlie sheep lliroii^liout the.king^dom died. Hut 

• tilt* tlesyiidion in iiurlieuhir sitiiutloiis was excessive. A resident near Homney 
Marsh lurornu'd him tliat some of the farmers lost all their dock; he named one 
wJio hud lost twelve Vitindred slveep. |It was at the end of Febniar^m that 
year, (IH.’J,) that an experienced surg^con at the VTest end of Loridv^i said to 

• liiin, that* lie had lost four patients in thf puerperal state durhif^ that month, of 
wliat apjieariMl to him to he* peritonitis previous to the post mortem examina- 
tion, whlcli dill not explain to his satisfaction the nature of the*discasc, lie hav- 
in.L»-^fonft(l, ill tw o of the cases, only a little bloody serum extravasat ^ j|j1o the 
pm- ii^ieuni. I le added, triat he could not understand it, and was pei'suaded that 
•ITU re would ho hi anl dl’ it. Ifis prediction was verified. At the east end of 
T.oiulon, not far from the riv(*r. Ibis disease proved still more fatal during tlic 
monili of -March. One siLr;>(a)n informed the editov that he had lost seven, an- 
other four., in all of which the-#dlsease was*treatcd at the instant of its formation 
by active lihuid-leltin^!^. A pli} sician-accoiicbeur, who attended in consultation 
manv ol thcsi*. cases, stated to him, that out of thirte?n cases, eleven died, that 
all w'liich had hcen bled <licd, and that the only two wj^ich recovered had not 
]ie(*n ])l(.il, ha\ii^ been li cali'd by turpentine. The Slimmer proved remarka- 
bly dry and hoi : during* July not a drop of rain fell in London. The intermit 
tents eomineiici*! with anomalous in llammatory affections, lapsing* into con- 
tinued i(‘ver, and sliding into a quotidian or tertian type, rheumatism, subject to 
dangerous nudastasis. ♦ lyrtipeias of an untoward kind, and some cases of malig- 
nant Mirc tlir-’at, which liail not occurred for a long period before. The au- 
tumnal season was hiiinid, and the continued fevers, falsely called typhoid, and 
approxi mating* more to the remittent form, proved insidious, the fatal collapse 
cjcciin i iig ciq iy and unexpectedly. The following summer proved still more dry, 
lhe]*t; being scarcely any rain even in June, and not less hot, so that the pulse 
crop failed. J'ho rharacte.r of disease was less malignant, but the same type 
•was .still prese rved. Puerperal peritonitis was much less fatal, but even in Ibis 
year, one surgeon at the east end of the town lost sciven women in a very few 
weeks, iindcr a varied treatment. 1827 being rather cold and humid, intermit- 

^ynts, remittents, and neuralgic afleetioiis prevailed in their greatest extent; 
and lo eom hiile m the language of Sydenham, the constitution of the year has 
ifOi < liaMg< fl in 1828. 'Diis fatal peritoneal fliseasc ap|)ears to have borne the 
saim* \\ I'.itnm to [x ritfuiitis tliat the pnciimoniu notlia does to pneumonia, not 
oiilv in the si-ious^ itr sero-sangnineoiis eQiision, instead of coagiilabic lymph, 
hilt also in tin- eoinpleti! inability of the patient to bear tlic lancet. The editor’s 
hmils pii-Mi'iit hi«i horn pursuing ibis imporluiit subject fiirllier at prcscnl.’’-- 
.itnnt'd nj Mnrhiil c“’c. I. Part J. 

71. UifdruphtJno — “In a vjllagc near Posen, a pig, dc.stiiied to be killed, 
was hilli ii Ij\ .1 lain I do.g. Sonu* lime after, symptoms of hydniphobia appear- 
< d III tin* animal, 'flie prigirietor, not wishing to let it die naturally, killed it, 
salted tlw nil ai , andiie and his family ale it in a few wx'cks. ^ Long time after 
Ibis, Dr. Siiitmgi r, tin* nu‘(lical aUcndaiitpf the family, having heard of this 
rircirmd.im i , w en! t<j fi*e tliem, and found them in peifccl healtfl, and per- 
i\n ily Uanqu 1 ahuut tlu* issue, foi- they Imd an idea that there was no danger in 
I'allni; aiu ji irl of tlic animal, except the head, Hildas they had cut thi:, pari 
i'll, ami Iniiii d it, tiiey llioiight that they had nothing to fear. All tlie mem 
fu rs nl tins i'amilv have cxmthiuod well ever since.” — Lond^ Med. and Sur^ 
ftiiti It K ph >ttt» 1 . 1K^8, • 
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Account of a SUngular Spasmodic Affection of the liespiratonj ihirmis. Jl{\ i;. J 
Clarke, M. D. of New Orleans. — The \oung- liul} wliose ease forms lli(p sulm-et 
of the following* report, was, at the time of llu* first #t)eciiiTrn< (' of ilio 
mon symptoms to be detailed, in the twelfth year of 1 \l^ age, of e.xLri iuely faiw 
skin and hair, light blue eyes, tumid upper lip, and li\ely temperament, with 
other marks of strumous d^tliesis. She had suffered in iMiihulelphia in tlie 
winter of 1^25, witl^an attack of ini^uen/.a, whlc^h left her in a slate, of great ile- 
bility, with cough and expectoration so protracted as to excite apiireln nsion of 
her sinking into a pulmoftary affection, and of which she onl\ rtt:o\ereil afli r 
some months enjoymept of country air and a milk diet. After tliis she had en- 
largements of the submaxlllary glands, on each si(U“, which sjippnrated slowlv 
and left chronic tumefactions, continuing to discharge a thin ])iiruK nl secretion 
for a considei-ahlc time. In the fall of this } car she wasbrougli' out ti) Janiisi.ma, 
with the hope that a warm climate, of which she was a native, would dissi])a1i' 
the apparent tendency to scrofulous affections, and through the winter In r 
health improved. To the glandular enlargements the hemlock plasli'r was ap- 
plied and worn for some time, under wdiirh treatment lh(‘y gTa<hialIy heaK«l 
and nearly disappeared. Immediately siihseipient to tl\is, in the montli of Ma\ , 
1826, she was attacked with a mild ivmitting* fever, and it w’as in tiu' lingt ring 
and imperfect convalescence which followed, that the first maiiifi^slatiuns w i rr 
observed of the singular train of symptoms with whicli she* eonlinucd so long 
afterwards to suffer. The first complaint that atti acted attention w as a shgld 
but constant pain in the head, accompanied by an occasional disposition to a o- 
mit, particularly in the morning, great loss of appetite*, and general lislh ssne 
and dejection. In June, she went into the conntrx, but here getting gradmJJy 
worse, in August was brought back to town, and placed under llu* joint e'are t.f 
Dr. Hccnnann, ofthc United States Navy, and myself. At this time' she still e enn 
plained of pain only in the forehead. The efforts le> w e re* now , how v \ i r, 

frequent, and afterwards became ne:^^ly continual, tliongh ilh no i* je etion IVnni 
the stomach. The bow'cls were generally con.stipated, w'hih; in the state «)f tlu 
pulse and skin, with the exception of a sliglit los.s of tone and ••‘eiural rela-\ati<»n, 
no derangement was to he remarked. An e;netic had he( n administered w ith- 
out any relief, and smiic acti\c cathartic dosLS were now gi\i n, consisting ol‘ a 
combination of aloes, calomel, and seammony, in tin* selection of which Lirlieh s 
we were influenced by the impression that the sMuptoms prol^ahlv deri\ed tin Ir 
origin from the irritation of an incipient uterine development, 'i'o relicxe the 
head, leeches were also at this time lippliecl to the tcnipt;sand behind tlu* i ars: 
but no benefit accrued. The rctch^ ornoisy effort to vomit, gradnallv and im 
perceptibly changed into violent spells of spasmodic (^jughing-, atti ndc'^Mv It’i 
convulsive movements of the whole muscular .system. The\ wiix* i ntirely in- 
voluntary, the subject of them declaring that she wa.s without tin* powi r oi\ . 
ercising any control over them whatever, and that they came on w ithout aM\ 
sensation of tickling, pain, ir oppression, which usually pn rede an ordinal y 
cough. There was, in fact, no consciousn^s on her part of any irritation lliai 
could excite them; they were not attended with any expectoration, and by' an 
examination of the fauces, we w'cre satisfied that there w'as no elongafion of tin 
uvula, or any other pcrceptihlf source of irritation e. 'sting then*, rrom tlm 
time the spells incrca.sed in frequency and duration until they heenne in arh 
constan^ occupying in each distinct paroxysm from five to ten minutes, wliif 
tkc intervals w'cre by no mems so long, and thus continuing fiom the moment ot 
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.iwrikinji^ in the itiorningl until, nmlcr the iiiflucnce of opium or some otlier 
powerful UMi’cotic, oi;iii mere exliaustioii, the unhappy sufieTcr would fall asleep, 

# when th 0 -e was always an entire siisjjcnsion of the disease. 

I he sound emitted in this sing’iilar aflcctioii was observed to be ext^mely 
diflcrent from a common eouj^h, the oc|:asional occurrence of which in me in- 
t<*rvals aflbrdin}^ us an opportunity of remarking the distinction; nor -^as it at 
all like t hut ^of pertussis, Imt was ])rodiir. d by the expulsion air in short and 
continuous spasmodic contractions of the respiratory muscles without any parti- 
cipatiol^iiIl the movejiumt on the part of the pharynx and lip#, ^hile in the in- 
ternals the voice and respiration were altogether unaffected. About he^th of 
Sept^l)er the paroxysms Had arisen to an excessive degree of violence. They 
V'c e attendeil w itli general muscular spasms and a pai’tial or enti^ suspension 
oi the action of the lieart and arteries, and the distress of oui^patiSit seemed to 
have readied the utmost aggravation conmatiblc \^th edstencc. Up to this 
time, as has been stati’d, we liiid been able to procure heiksome hours exemp- 
tion every night in slc^pp, hut the remedies employee^ in effecting it could no 
longer Ijc^ laMaiiied on the stomach; they had in fine become odious to her, and 
slie besought us in prclercnce to let her cough. Thus^ic last day and night 
luel jiassed w’itlujpt an intcr\al often minutes duration, and every moment ap- 
peareil likely to terminate her suflerings. All the most powerful antispasmo- 
<li(‘s had l)t*en gi^mi in enormous doses; the warm bath as well as cold affusions 
IkuI bei it used; the chest, both anteriorly and behind, had been covered with 
\ csic:itorics, andfarthM' than has been slated w'itliout even temporary allevia- 
tion; when, w lillc under the use of prussic acid in large doses, she suddenly 
sunk into a state of great prostration, and it was presumed she was dying. 

\ oiniting spontaneously, s)ic threw' ofVa considerable quantity of w'hitc mucus, 
nf some coii'^slenee, and in gloindes, and the cough entirely ceased. As nothing 
of the kind had liecn discliarged before, though she had often vomited freely, 
if ( xeited sonn^* atlention, hut we were afterwards corrected in the consequence 

.Lltached to it, by the eircnmstance of its being occasionally discharged in 
^ iil)si (|ueiit attacks, w ithont b(‘lng followed by the same relief. From this state 
ol j)j'o,lraiion sin slow Iv revived, and on the succeeding day there was a degree 

* ‘of ri u tion amounting to considerable fiwer, which grailually subsiding in two 
nr ilirec da\ s more li-ft lic'r (piite w i*ll. 

Suhsi ((uentl\ If) (his •«lie liad four distinct attacks of a similar character, at 
111 '.t occiirring w iili sfiRjc regnl.irity e>cry month, then an interval of tw’o months 
« lapsed, aiul prior tfttlie last attack, wlScli occuiTcil in May, ISSfr, a much 
Ifingf r n spile wjis enjoxed of nearly four months. In each of the returns ot 
tins iirecli«n it Nwis altendcfl with nearly the same symptoms as have been at 
h iigth d< tailed, t \cei)l in their (.-iiset, which, after the first, was invariably siid- 
<|. n and uru'Xpcrtf. d; not pivcedf d by any premonitory retching, but j|^izing* her 
in tlie cnjfivinent of a ])cifect^ exemption witli the suddenness of an attack ot 
'spasmodic asthma, ninnin.g up r.ipidly to the extent of its violence, and after a 
« ontiim.iiK e of sc\ cii or eight days leaving her w ith the same abruptness. There 
was now, too, a conij^laint of pam in the breast, not felt at first, not acute or 
sex I I f , l)nt IK arly constant and referred always to the upper part of the stcr- 
numr In the Int'f rx als,«at first, she enjoyed perfect relief, immeeSately reco- 
V fling in r itx and appetite, aud, as far as the restraint xvliich was imposed 
f.n Its imliilgi nc.c ’idmitlcd, her strength and appearance. lUit for some time 
])ri xioiis to the lasl^iaroxysm, she xv'as obscrx'cd to be affected every morning 
.>11 aw aklng, at w lialsocver hour that might be, xx'ith a slight spedl of cougiiing 
of tljf sam(‘ peculiar character, la^Aing at first a fexv seconds oidy, but gradiiidly 
I IK rcasing in tluratiop up to the time of the last attack, until it occupied thirty 
or ffirty ininutt after which she alxx'ays entirely exempt for the remaining 
1 want} -four hou .. In the sameTOanner she continued to be affected after the 
attack of Max, l)ut in a much slighter tiegree, the paroxysm being reduced to 
a texv moments I'ontinuaiK e, and not manih'stiug any ilisposition to^mcreasc. 
\\ hat is not a little remarkable among the cirnini!»tanef-. of ihf ca*e, xvas tlial 
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ill the course ot tlie winter she was once idfcctecl with conimon catarrli atlis- 
casc of general prevalence among us at tliat season, without i|s aggravating in the 
slightest degree the spasmodic aifection of the morning. Slic w as watched with 
anxiet 3 y but the dchuxion from the nose and eyes, with the ordinary cough and 
hoarseness, all passed off, without havin|' become iinplicaVjd at all with the dis- 
tinct syni^jlom which was the subject of our concern. 

'riie result of the measures which were ]nirsueil, in the treatment of this em- 
barrassing case, docs not, it itiust be confessed, tiirow much light upon its na- 
ture. During tlfc Existence of the paroxysms, the most powerful antispasmodies 
were ivsortetl to, and administered in doses, which, under less ])ressing circipn- 
stiinces, would not have been hazarded. The insL^nsibilily to their or^lfliary 
iidluencc, cc^d be piu’allclcd only by the state of the system in tetanus, and* 
certain othcr^iscajjL’S of high nervous irritation, and was another feature of the 
case worth remarking. Ophim, the extract of cicuta, and ])russic acitl, were 
the articles <in succession, freely employed, the list of which, it wan thought, 
w'as attended with more bjinefit, and less distress, than any oilier antispasmodic 
medicine wliich had been used, but yet, with very partud relief. The eom- 
plaiiit of pain in the bri ast cai'ly led to a free tletraction of blood by Iceclies, 
:ind in one attack attended witli unusual febrile action, venesc(|f ion w as carried 
to tlic extent of an alarming syncope, but tliough moderating its violence, 
it did not abbreviate the usual course of the parox\ sni. During the intervals, 
a scion was at one time W’orn in the breast for three inontbs, she w’as subjected 
to a course of emetics, eonsisling of ipccaciianlia, and the sulphate of zinc, and, 
after the attack of January, its more inflammatory character iiuliiccd tlic adop- 
tion of a vegetable diet, and free exercise in the open air. AVlu thcr beneficially 
influenced by these measures or not, our patient evident ly improved, 'fbe 
])aroxysnis became milder, and the intervals considerably longer, #w'hile there 
had been for some time, a gradual improvement in lier general licaltb, w liich re- 
lieved us from I he natural apprehensions at first (‘ntertained, and inspired us 
with a hope that her singular disease was gradually passing awu). As it had, 
how'ever, been in die previous warm season, that sfic liad fallen into ill-healtb, 
it vVas thought prudent to remove her, during the approaching summer, from 
a climate where she hail suffered so much, wlnle, some general l)eTKrit was aif-' 
ticipated from a sea voyage, and sea batbing. Previous to her departure, and 
while engaged in transcribing some notes of the ca^e, 1 took occasion, for my 
fuillidr sat^action, to inspect again the stale of tlic fuiciN. Tor this pin’pose, 

1 railed hc^ in the presence of her family, to a w'indow’, llfal^l might have the 
benefit of a strong light, and after explaining to them my obje^-l, cxamiin d lu r 
throat with great care, but nothing not perfectly within the iiuMiral i»idliealthy 
organization of the jjarts could be discovered.* ' 

Diiring#hc voyage, according to iiifomiatioii derived from lier elder sister, 
who accompanied her, she was aflected with an oydinaiy catarrh of somi* seve- 
rity, which, as in the previous instance, run its course without citlicr aggravat- 
ing or inlcmipting the short spell of spasmodic coughing with which she still 
continued to be affected on aw^aking. . On her arrival in I^iladelphia, immcili- 
ately after a distinguished professional character was consulted, who, on examin- 
ing the throat, dLscovered now an elongation of the utula, and eoncci\ ing it ’ 
to be the probable cause of the extraordinary symptoms v\ Inch were descnln-il 
to him, but which he happily had no opportunity of witnessing, at onec removed 
it. The operation is understood to liave been succeeded bj' some tumefaction 
of the surrounding parts, on Me subsidence of which she was foiinil to he re- 
lieved of the morning cougli. Since then mf>rc than twelve mouths have now 
elapsed, the natural changes incident to her period ofiife have been establish- 
ed, and she has never liad any re turn of herjingular affection. 

Suhscqiiently to the oceurrcncc of this embarrassing ease, believed at the 
time to be almost unique, an account has been observed in a short ana’ vsis vvilli 
extracts of a recent publication uf Mr. C. Dell, styled “ Appeiulix to Pape rs on 
*hf*Nc rv'^‘s,’* ill the tw elfth number of tlir Medief)-(;hinirgical Ueview, of some 
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ciinoiif^jinstanccs of disiclsc in^oung* Icmalrs, whicli, though not very particu- 
larly detailed, \voidcl,uppcar, by all their important cliaractcristics, to have been 
identical tvilli the case which ibrnis the subject of this j-eport. There is also a 
refere nce to another remarkable instance of the same allVction, said have 
been recorded some fiinc previously, |for which, however, we havj in vain 
scarclied tlp'ough a long series of the Ueview. Of the nature of these singular 
cases, but'oi^c opinion seems to be entert iicd by Mr. Bell an<? the accomplisli- 
cd editor ot that Journal — that it is an aUcclion of the nei*vcs ini^uciicing the or- 
gans of X'spiralion — the most susceptible, as it is stated, of tfle system derived 
primarily from the irritation of |lie development taking place in the rfls and 
ovari:fSmd from the agc^aiu'l sex of all the individuals allectcd, as well v froni 
the aniform rcMull of the cases, a strong confirmation is derived of the patholo- 
gical ex])lanation they offer. To the author of this paper, as well as to his re- 
spectable colleague, it is but due to sbit^that it ^Jas the first suggestion that 
occurred iiuthe instance they #ere treating, and the fact*that the restoration 
of their patient was ycry soon followed by the constitutional changti which 
might have liecn earlier looked fur, would seem to warrant them in offering the 
K'sliinony ot lier case in support of the opinion referreef to. A veiy different 
iilea it is tnio, wj^i entertained by the eminent individual wdio saw her in Phila- 
dclphia, in which he was naturally confirmed by the relief which followed tlu‘ 
excision of the nvlda from that remaining sym])lom of her disease so often al- 
luded to, ‘the spell of coughing in the mornings. To account for the elongation 
of that organ Iiaving eluded diseovery on the previous examinations, it occur- 
red to lilm that by a temiioraiy contract ion of its miiscnlar tilires, it might have 
been at those moments removed from observation. But this suggestion coidtl 
liardly l)o received, when it was recollected that those examinations were made 
at (IHferent pi^rioils of tlie disease; the first when the symptoms were in a slate 
of till' utmost aggravation, aiul the last, when they existed at least in as great a 
<li‘grc*(‘ as atth** time oftlm removal, by individuals, too, not unacquainted with 
the distress occasionally produced l\v an elongation of the uvula, and in this in- 
stance, e\lremi‘ly interested in discovering a cause for symptoms which they 
could lu'itlier cx])laiii nor relieve. It will also occur to any one familiar with 
moderate degree o(‘ irritation ordinarily excited by the tumefaction and 
(<)nse(|uent proji'ction of the uvula, so frequently atlcMulant on a common ca- 
tai-rli, that the alfeclion in this instance to have been capable of jiroducing Uie 
horrilile ira'U of symnftmis witli the protrjjcted di.->trcss we have ilctailed, niiisf 
have been too eoii^iiR ralile to have been i^miovedfroni observation by any tran- 
sient eontraclion *;f wiiicli that muscle is susceptible. But an attention to the plic- 
nomenn of rtic rafU' is, we conceive, sufficient to decide the impossibility of their 
Iiaving been occasioned liy tlie iriethanicalirKitation ofa chronic organic enlarge- 
ment. After the first parowsiii, which, it is true, came on gradually, but yet 
without any distress, which e^*uhl be referred to the throat, all the succeeding 
mil's supervened on a state of entire immunity with suddenness and violence, and 
in the s:inie manner after a nearly uniform duration of seven or eight days, out of 
a sf.ite ot the utmost in'-gravat ion, the relief obtained was always sudden, imme- 
ijiale^and coiiqflete. AVith this entire relifcf of all the symptoms, Wid they de- 
pended on tlie irrilaliojrof a projecting uvula, the cause that produced them 
qiust also hav passed aw’av; hilt so suddenly, and so entirely without any per- 
rcptioii on the part of the individual allectc d, a serious elongation of that organ 
f ould not have I lei it established, or if that were possible, it w^ould not at least 
in lilt! same abrupt manner, have been retracted and removed. 

The slight cough of the mornln|f which disappeared after its excision, It will 
he recollecteil, was aiiymptom of very laic occurrence in the course of the dis- 
t ase, the* intervals for some monthS having been allogclher free from it. That 
an elongation artu dly existed at the time of the arrival in Philadelphia, cannot 
he ijnesruiiied; the eonsecpiciicc, we believe, it can be as little doubted of the 
calarrlial anVetion of the voyage, nor would wc be thought by :in^ nTcans djs- 
" posed to impugn the judiciousness of its c-..Urpation. The alfeclion liad been 
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wbscurc and protracted, and much drcaii was still entci\aincd of its rcciii ;cnrc, 
an ample justification for the removal of a source of irritaliivn cpilto adequate ‘to 
fomi an obstacle in the, way of a peHcct recovery, however little ag“cnry it 
could ^Lave had in the original production of the disease. Tlic iininediate ellbct 
of the nn^isurc confirmed its propriety; f et while we ackiiowlcdgc with idea- 
sure the happy influence it appeared to exert in ^u•^cstiIlg the still Jingciing*, 
though momentafy paroxysms of the morning, we conceive the suhsi‘(][ueiit 
eni])lion from tli^ severe attacks, cannot be considered but as one of those for- 
tuitous coincidence so familiar to the profession, and wdiich are so ofteiosufler- 
cd to Establish erroneous views of disease, and t^ attach an undeserved inniort- 
ance to an inefiicient or an ina]3propriatc remedy. * ^ 

To place on record a detalied and faithful history of this extraordinary case, 
\vc have considered a duly to the profession. Though happily not of frecpicnt 
occuiTOiice, it yet appears to have been by no means a solitary instance of the 
afieetioii, and if llttli? infVirmation is afforded af#i the means of coutrolfmg its 
frightful s\ mp Ion IS, it yicV*'ls at least in connection with, the more satisfactory 
account of Mr. Hell, tlie consolatory encourageiiienttbat inall the instances that 
have yet been reported:, it has been harmless in its result. 

JVrw 0/'lean.% Ikcember Oih, 1828- 

Since the receipt of the above case, we have seen Hr. Physiek. lie informed 
us that ill the letter which aecompaifu d the young lady to iMiiladeljlhia, the 
doctor had advised a sea \o\ agx* and sea bathing, under the impression that it 
“ might be an anomalous exhibition of scrotulous disease.’’ After the cure had 
been eflected by the excision of the uvula, the above history of the ease 
was forwarded, in which he informs us that lie bad cxamineil the throat but 
did not observe any’ elongation of the uvula, aiul intliKuiced h\" s(i»'nc easi’s, as 
be states, detaih'd by Mr. Charles Hell, he inclines to tlie Ix Jief that the pecu- 
liar syunjitoms of his patient were owing to some* irritation taking place in tin* 
development of the uterus and OMiria. lie furllu'r uiulertakes to Tepres< iit the. 
cure of liis patient *‘as fortuitous,” and “ of a nature ealculattal to establish cm* 
roncous views of disease, to attach .an uudesened importance, to an iiuflieii nt 
.md inapiiropriatc rcni‘-dy\” It is obvious that tin so are mere opinions of 1)*, 
Clarke, brought forward after his ])alieiit was eiu'cd, and however jng(Miion-. 
this may appear to him, ])rove nothing respecting* tlic caust* of tlic conqilainl. 

In the letter sent with his jiatient, jt will lx* foniul Ihat^llx' di^i ase in its lirsi 
stage was attended with jiaiii in the head, witli n tellings fo, vomit neaily c«»n- 
slant, and that the gastric irritation was then considered as sy.'npatlx lic of an 
incipient cephalic aflectlon, and liioiigh treatevl on lliat prineiYde, mVadv anlagi- 
was derived. “Tlie retchings gradually’ chatiged to a eoiiviiKive cough, alln- 
gethir involuntary* and uncontrollable, and conveying an iinjirt ssion as if 
M/wg ohstrifctcd and irritaivd Utv. argans of respiration J''* It is ])Ii :ising 1o oh- 
serve how nearly the doctor came to the true e.aiise of his palienl’s disease. Dr, 
Uhysick asserts that the uvula was elongated when lie examined it in Pliiladel 
phia, hut that it was neither inflamed, swelled, or altcrccrfrom its natural state, 
exeept in length, and exhibited no appearance of w hat it see7ns Dr. Cl^n kc j 
looked for, “a chronic organic enlargement.” 'I’lie hnnalural length of tin- 
uvula, Dr. Physick attributed entirely to a diminished action of its a/\g'o,‘- 
muscle not supporting the organ sufliciently. Dr. Pliysick informed us lli.-il he 
had met with the organic enlargement looked for by Dr. Clarke, but ihof was 
not its condition in this paii(..it; so far from being enlarged, it vvmis, if am thing, 
more slender tlian common in its transverse \liamctcr. Though Dr. Clarke dici 
not discover the elongation in this instance, the. same ilifl'ciilty in <h‘li ctlng its 
existence has occurred to other physicians ifi tills city owlngto a Icmjiorarv re 
traction taking place at Ibe. time of the examination. 

Dr. Clarke admits that whin bis patient arrived in Philadelphia, die uvula 


* S'« p.vcf 2'‘Mofllu Ann laan Joiii'iial, Nt». II. f tliiniai v, is? 
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WA.-^ :uul lU tribute sji he occurrence to :i catarrli lakeii on tlie loya^’e, 

bu^this c:iniiol he .ejiniitli-d, iiuibmiicli :is the origan w:ih not <'iiJan;*C (l, s\vellt“<l, 
or iiillained, hut was found niorti hleiidcr than usual, conmioii slig'ht catarrh 
is not frequenll) ])roducli\ c of an clonp^atiou of the uvula, and whenever ilit‘ 
indamniatiou of the rimcuus ineinbranc%in that disease bccouu s so violent as to 
huAc that efieet it always produces llie painful deglutition which alti'fids wliat 
is coininonly calh il a had sore lliroat, but o siicJi syinptorns ai!C nientioiual l)y 
J)r. Clarke, as b:i\ ing existed w ben she was aiVected with catarrh in New Or- 
leans, a^jd nothlni.;; of that was mentioned as atleiuling her c^fld’oti the vo\agc, 
il was hftt a slight cold. I Jesidcs In r cold li;id ceased vvlicn she arrived, even 
il thc^vuia liad Inam sonu'T\diat inllainetl during its continuance, nlfich i’roin 
the Jjov e ennsidcratioii'^i-. highl\ iinprohahlc, llu; inllammalion and sweniiig had 
ciilirelv suhsided when Dr. I'lusick c xainined tiu; throat. The vc>miting in the 
<*oMiiiieiice!neii1 of this disease is anollici* circiinistaiA;e tli it maybe satisfacto- 
rily im(h rst/jod as arising’ fron^tlie elong’atl'd iniila irritalijg the pllaiy ii\, as a 
lealbi-r oi' the end of tin* linger prt»diices that efieet av lien placed tbc’rc- Tn 
<'ouiinnatioit of this exjdanation. Or. Oewces b as lately informed Or. l*h}sick, 
that bi‘ ])iit a short time since attended a lady dlstrc.ssecUw itli the same kind ot 
\omitln;>’, which jx sisted all the anti-cmc‘tic remedies he piv-scrihed, but wlheh 
was called vi ry s|)redilv b\ an astringeiil garg’lt , ordered as soon as he f(>mid by 
cxainiiialijm I hat \onnung' was owing* to llie elongation contciuh d foi‘. In 
tliis ease^of Or. Clarke llie disiMse commenced after a rennittent fever, !>> which 
AVi: kiKAV tile slriMigtl* ,il' miiseular action is always more or less diminished 
tbroughoiit tile body; why tliis w as to a greater degree in the imn-ele of the 
i»\ula than in ollu rs in the same p(‘rson, we cannot ex])lain; Inillbe oecurrence 
of such a< ondition in jiarlic nlar muscles is not very uncommon besides in that 
of the uvular^we not imfrcfjueiitly .see the levator palpcbra: sii])enoris in llie 
same eondilioii, preventing tlu‘ ]>atient from opening llie eye, so that the tael is 
■|)ro\ed, that sniglv' muscles sometimes have their power of contraet ion thus di 
unnisluMl, w’ithout tin* immediate cause being ap])ar(‘iit. On tins principle tin* 
morning’ eougli is easil) e\]>laln(‘d. 'Flic muscular s\slem during sl(iC]> is .d 
w.i\s relaxt d to a gi’ealer or h’ss ih‘grc*e. 'I'be uvula, from the jiri ^iolls weak 
• Si'f.ss of its mi'.si’ie, of ( onrse desea nded, and irritated the glotiU, but on rising;, 
tliat mn''eli’, along’ with otiu rs of the bod\, l)ting roused into a(‘l ion, llie cough 
occasioned hy its po \ions (hseent was of shoit continuance. Ag'am, if the vio- 
lent fits (.f eougliinj; le ow ing to a strumous condition of tlie sxslem, or Iritl 
llu ir origin from tlK^si'p])os('d sympatliy mentioned h\ Dr. Clarke, the morning 
cough was also attriln'tiliK lo tlie same causi-s, for according’ to the doctor’s ev- 
]jress deeUralioV Ihis inonung- eougli had the sannt jiecnli.ir eh.ir.ieter. Novi 
V e would .isk whedicr it is jjossilile for the cjperation of snipping c)li‘ a small 
pit ee of the n\ula, to cure struma, or to remove tlie irnaginefl syin])atliy ^ 'file 
xo^agt; cti-iainly dul neither, Jor she hroughl liiat cough witlilier, which ne\ er 
« ( asrd until till' ()])» rahoii i\ mo\cd it almost immediately, and from the lapse 
of time siiK e il apjK'avs it clUeted a permanent cure. No doubt the temporary 
ahati ments a. id relinks of the more violent states of this complaint arose from 
till more or h s. comph te aellon of the ax^gos muscle in suspending the u\ ulu. 
Tviiicrt more miglil lie a<4ded to prove tliat occasional elongation of the uvula was 
llie whole can a- of this \ ouiig lad\ ’s siifierings; we shall only add at tliis tiiiiL, 
?hat sucli a sl.ite of the uvula in producing a convulsive cough is now so gene 
rdl} known and acjviiowledged, that aii> further argiiincnts seem to us supe" 
fl lions. I'he ( fleet of the operation is now hmuen not to he fortuitous, nm* doe‘v 
it It ad to < n-oiieous view's, givlngflii undue importance to an incfticlent and in- 
appropriate remedy.— Kns. 

• ’ • • — 

("f/sr of Diahrtf^ .successfully treat eft, Ily Samcm. ,1 v( kson, A1. 1). of Nor- 
tlniinlicrkind. — During the last winter. Dr. Trice, of Suuhiiry, rccpiested me to 
visit with him Samuel Aiichmuty at Sliamokin Vails. This ])atient had been 
Ittendcd bv the doctor during iiianv months, ,u\d salivati tj for di.'cascd live r, a^ 
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tended with violent, dry cough. He wus now g^catly^maciated and u(4able to 
leave his bed; af)pctite voracious; thirst unceasing: <;ough troublcsoinl at 
night and without expectoration; skin steadily dry, harsh, and dry; pulse i 
aboul90, and not in otner respects very different from natural: his urine lim- 
pid, sweet, and passed to the amount c>r about five and sKk gallons every twenty- 
four hours. Tile diabetes had been coming on gradually for many months be- 
fore it was mentioned to Dr. Price. 'Phe patient had been intemperate in the 
use of ardent spirits for two years previous to liis sickness. 

This was the fifst case of the disease 1 had been constdlcd in during a busy 
practice of sixteen years, and therefore it may be readily presumed tiiat I was 
by no means au fait in the business, or prepared td advise in this dilfic^^t 
ter. But adverting to the vicarious functions of the skiifand kidneys, wc quickly 
agreed that the perspiration oiiglit to be restored if possible. 'I'his indication was 
both physiological anil pr.A-tical, having been found useful by Dolison, M‘Cor- 
mick, as wfe may Iclrn from Mason V^ood. To rttain this end w^e directed the 
patient to take Dover’s powder every evening as frecly^s his stomach wguld 
bear it, and at the same time to put his feet for several hours into a tub of hot 
water under tlie bed clothes, wliile he lay extended on his back and well co- 
vered. lie was directed to Jive almost wholly on animal food,^'Uid entirely with- 
out vegetables; to drink as little as ])ossible, and in fine, to avoid every thing 
which could impose labour on the kidneys. * 

The simultaneous use of the powder and bath had the desired effect, pro- 
ducing a free and comfortable perspiration, not one feeling of which he had 
known for many months; and in a very few tlays the skin felt more natural, the 
urine began to diminish a little, and the patient felt that he was certainly bel- 
ter. The previous prescription was continued, and we directed a tonic mixliirc 
of bark, ginger, and iron rust. „ 

The patient improved so rapidly that he became ratlicr careless, and did not 
persevere as rigidly with his remedies as was desired; still l^c continued to 
amend, till in two months his urine w.as reduced from five and six gallons i.i 
the twenty -four hours to about two qiuirts, and his skin was rendered natural 
to the touch, as also healthy in its functions. In fine, the cure appcai’ed to be 
complete, the urine being of its natural colour, and the patient riding abrA.iTi 
with advantage, his thirst and morbid appetite gone, and his cough gradually 
wearing away as he recovered strength. 

He continued to improve in his general health durinpf'lhe summer, hut 1 am 
soriy to state, that he died without Uiy knowledge of bilii/u.? fever in the month 
of September, and that no examination of the body was mad^;. 'J'his unfortu- 
nate patient was yet forUiiiate in living to afford an instance ^f the •triumph of 
reason in medicine, over blind transmitted empiricism. 

It is very possible th.at the facility of cure in the above case was altogether 
owing to the long-continued and judicious use of. mercury, which Dr, Brice had 
instituted for the cure of the liver and lungs. This had most probably reinovid 
some lesions or morbid associations which would have proved a serious obstacle 
to the just operation of the diaphoretic and tonic reinedtes. It is worthy of no- 
tice, liowQyer, that the mercurial excitement liad no tendency to cure the uri- 
nary disease; nay, the diabetes having begun before the mercury was us*cd, in 
creased steadily during all this time the medicine was in operation. Thus it is 
in many other diseases — mercury does not absolutely cure them, but it prepares 
the system for the curative operation of other medicines, er of nature herself. 

Observations on a new preparation of Cvpf^va, By George W. Carpenteii, of 
Philadelphia. — Balsam Copaiva is admitted by all, to bc^ one of the most nau- 
seous and disagreeable articles of the mateVia n\edica.' Disguised or mixed as 
it may be, its iin])lcasant nature is still manifest^ and little, if at all diminished, 
communicating its nauseous taste, and its disagreeable odour to thedireatli, for 
several Jiours after each dose, and frequently acting as an emetic or catharti-^, 
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uiid its cilccls arc thus lost. From these circumstances, its use is rrc<|iieiiiJv 
alAndoncd, iit eases wlif ro It otherwise w'ould be of* the hig'hest utility, and even 
where it is almost i*ddis])cii-.ablc, and other remedies, much less elUcient :ii\; 
substituted, thus protractinjy the cure • ^ 

Since the introducyon of this remccW down to tlm present period, it has ever 
been a desideratum to obviate these irfconvcnicnccs, and it is a cii’fumstance 
not less Hiifortunatc and much to he rcgi-ctted, than it is singfular, tliat, ainid.st 
the rapid iiArcli of improvement and <1 scovcrics, (which forms a peculiar lea 
ture in jnoilcrii chemistry, and pharmaceutical science,) an«innH)rovemcnt in tlu: 
cxhibiliDn of cojialva should so loni^ have evaded the vigilant researches of the 
criticnjd and scrutini/ing clirmist and pharmaceutist. 

• It alTbrds me, iherciA’c, much ])lcaMirc, to be able to inform tlie medical fa- 
culty, tliat I have succeeded in consolidating copaiva, to a consistence for form- 
ing into pills. 'I’lie consolidated copaiva is the oiltuid resin united, and conse- 
quently, possesses all tlie properties of tlft balsam. • • 

It may be made into four grain pills, and one or t wo pills taken three times 
a day, two pills arc e^ualto tliirty drops of the balsam; lliese pills may be taken 
without the least inconvenience, neither commmiicat;yg taste, nor imparting 
odour to tlie brc^ith, it is also retained wilhout the least distpiietude or uneasi- 
ness to the stomach, and I am informed by Dr. Uousseaii, it ilocs not purge in 
large doses. • 

I'his ui'liclc (lifTers very esscntialh from 'wlial is termed oylract, or resin 
copaiva, being not in llie least delcnoralcal in the preparation, nor at all 
weakened by admiv^ui'e of any foreign substance, for the jiurposc of giving 
consistence. It is particularly recoininemlcil for its nuiiicrous ad\ ant ages ovei 
the balsam, and all its preparations. As the. oil of copaiva is an active prepa- 
ration, it is the best mode of using this article; for, being united with the resin, 
it may be mfde into pills and taken witlioiit cx])t‘ricncing the nauseating taste 
of the oil; while, the oil alone cannot lie taken, otherwise than in draught, w hirh 
jvill subject itio the same inconveniences with the lliiUl balsam, having its dis- 
agn'cable taste, with its iin])lca‘>!ant t Ifccts. 

The (yonsolidaled (;o]ial\ :i is inamifaelured and sold at George At', (hirpeii 
•’^•’s Cliebnical AV.iu house, i\c». ^iOl, Market-street, Philadelphia. 

• 

Case. nfJiKiti isnt tf the Criernaf Iliac ArUnj, trcahul .successful/ij hi/ li/hii^ v/t 
the l\s.scl. 15) J. Ii v>g)oi.iMi, M, U. I performed this operation on the 2btii ol 
Octobcfj IdlbS. My«patient’s name was Vieorge Jlilner, — aged 4t) yeai’s, l)\ 
profession a priiiti f. Itallier more than two>a ars before tills time, he perceived, 
U]Jon getlii^ iqif^ne morning-, a small tumour in the riglil groin, wliich then 
was not larger tliaii a hazel-nut, pid, upon being iiri-ssed, slipped from under 
the finger. ]'re\ious to this time he had enjo>ed excellent health, and was 
accustomed to takv^ a givat deal of exercise, lie did not pay much attention io 
tliis appearance till alioiit .lime, liSJH, w-hen, being eng-aged in printing a papei 
lor one of l!ie medli-al journals ol this city upon tie- subject of aneurism, lie was 
struck witli the simil:i*’ily of his symptoms with th{».-»e described in tlie paper, 
and was inducecj from this to .suspi cl thatjic was afiected with the same enm- 
plaini^ lie now' showed it to Dr. Dell, his family physician; wdio Snmcdiatelv 
pronounc^al it to be anancurisjn, pointed out loliim its nature, and advised bl/u 

sulunit to an operation for its cure. Dy this time llic tumour had increased 
v'cry considerably, a^il pulsated wdtli great \iolence Tbrougli the i)«ditei)pss 
of Dr. Dell, I first saw' liiiu in the beginning' of Octolicr; ami, u])on esaniiiiation, 
found the Uimour situated in tlu rlj|iit groin, extending below, and little aboyi- 
Poupart’s lig:aiui'nt, its longest diaim-ter now iiuasurcd abou^ Hvc inches, its 
shortest fteail) four ihi'hes. In caiisecjiu nee jjf the palu ni> having recently* 
.-.ulferetl froin .ui attack of intermitt cut fever, it w. is deemed proper to postpone 
ilie opera^on f -r a sliorl time. On 'l iiesilay , tlic 'J8th of iJetober, at ten o’l lock, 
A. M. I prom edctl to tlu- operation in the iircscnee <>f Doctors Ph\sitk, H<fr 

No- Vl.~Fcl), IS-M). ('y2 
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r.ep, nc\l, O'llVmgham aui Duubar, and Mr. Dorsey, tUe patient having Uken, 
two hours previously, fifty drops of laudanum. Having shaved the haff from 
off the pubes of the*slde to be operated upon, an incision vrhs made, commenc- 
ing about one in oh witlim, and a line or two below the anterior superior spine 
of the ifiuin, and continued in a semi-liina| form within its convexity downwards, 
in tlift dirfy-.tion of Poupart’s ligament, a|d terminating atithe external abdomi- 
iial ring. The whole extent of this incision was rather more than three inches. 
After carefully dissecting down to tlie tendon of the external oblique muscle, 
this tendon was ^ivjdcd, and the internal obliipic and trunsversalis immediately 
presented themselves and were cut through ujionthc director. The finj^cr was 
then pa'Ssed down behind the spermatic cord, and peritoneum sligh^ re- 
moved until the artery was felt distinctly, bounded on it^ inner side by th^cin. • 
I gently separated the artery from the vein witli iny fore-finger nail, and believ- 
ing the artery, from its fecJ,^o be in a perfectly sound stale, I passed tile liga- 
ture under it without the least difficujj^y, by means of Dr. Physick’s needle and 
forceps; I now tied it!ls firmly as possible, and tlfc pulsation in the Itmiour in- 
stantly ceased. I’wo smaH arteries were cut before exposing the tendon of the 
external obrniuc, whjch were tiikcii up. The patient complained very little, ^ 
during the operation, wlfich occupied exactly sixteen minutes. Tlie pulse, for’ 
several days previous to tlie operation was 80. A cpiarter oi^an hour before 
l)ic operation it was 72; a quarter after, it was 64. At 4 o’cli^.k, P. M. it rose 
to 76; at this time the temperature of the right limb was 90 deg. J-^alife illicit, 
that of the left, 95 deg. Pahr. At 11 o’clock at night, the pulse was 80, full 
and regular, 'fhe difference in temperature between the two limbs continued 
about five degrees. The pulse continued about 80 throughout the night. 

On the second day of the operation, 1 was pleased to hear my patient s.ay, 
that he had enjoyed a tolerably good night’s rest. The pulse at 9 A. M. was 
76, and very regular. Hut little difference could be ])orceivcd bylhe touch in 
the temperature of the two limbs, although tlie thermometer showed it to be 
between five and ten degrees lower at the toes of the right than «;f the left: at ^ 
the knees, the temperature was the same. The pulse did not rise above 80 
throughout the day. 

On Thursday morning, the third day after the operation, T found hch.ad'passo^^ 
a good night; complained of nothing but fatigue from lying in one position;* 
pulse througliout tliis day 75. Saturday, fifth day after the oi)eration, 1 remov- 
ed the first dressings, and found a considerable partof tlic^vound united by llic 
first intention: the granulations in tlie •remaining part appc^ired quite healthy. 
The ligature was surrounded by hcivlthy pus. As his bowf Is had not been 
moved since tlie operation, be ibis day took some rhubarb and magnesia, which 
was the first medicine given to him since the operation. On tliS twenty-second 
day, tlic ligature cam'; away, and a few days after he was pcrmiLlcd to get up 
and walk about tlie room, wliicb he was aljleto do W’ilh but little inconvenience. 
The tumour in the groin, is now very perceptibly diminished, and he walks 
about with great ease. 1 at first felt considerable apprehension lest the limb, 
in consequence of its being deprived of its usual quantity of blood, should be- 
come gangrenous, more especially from pressun*, by its lying too long in one 
position: in (yder to obviate this, I hrfti the position of tl^e limb blianged c*'cry • 
‘hour, lalsohad a complete bed made for it of carded wool, wdiicli was changed 
wheqiever it became hard; — ^and at each visit I gently rubbed tlie parts about, 
the h^el and ankle with my hand, or a piece of soft fiaiinel. In case any nuinb- 
ncss^xisted, (and there w n at times a slight numbness iif the toes,) this al- 
ways relieved it. The patient compared the friction of the toes to the winding 
up of a clockjnc said lliey would run veiy well after the friction, until iny next 
visit. . . ^ 

In conclusion, I would observe, that the great facility I had in passing the'*- 
ligature under the arteiy by means of Dr. Physick’s forceps and iieedh*, con- 
firms me in the opinion, that it is the best instrument ever invented for^hepiir- 
pos’e of lying up decp-seate<i vessels. I would also recommend, that the neccile • 
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slio\^ be in‘'^e of steel, in >vl\\c\i case, tbc surgeon will, be able to push the 
Vistrament through tne cellular substance surrounding the vessel without using 
his knife at all; by* which means the artery need be^ut very slightly denuded, 
and the danger of the operation will be considerably lessened. — Norik jlmer. 
Med. U Surf'. Jourih Jan. 1829. | • 

Ulccrafion of the Kidneys. — Professor Waiihett luis published in the Boston 
Medical and Suri'icatJournalsomc interesting cases of ulcorat)^)n of the kidneys, 
with observations. The disease, he says, is of not unfretpient oeciirrcwice; but 
the olAcurity of its symptoms causes it to l:we mistaken for disease «f the blad- 
der or urethra, and to thtf great distress, and even destrurtiun of thr patient, 
tlie t^atment is direcfetl to the urethra or bladder, instead of the real seat of 
the disease. Whether the disease is ever curdle, Dr. W. knows not; the 
treatment, how'ever, that lie recommends^is venesectio i githe corftmencement, 
and afterwards the frecjueiit :||i plication of leeches to the loins and perina:uiii, 
the warmbuth; mucilaginous injections with laudantm, into the rectum; deep 
issues in the back over the affect cd kidney; iruicila.mnous drinks taken \ cry 
copiously; tlie mildest regimen, and th<* constant use of opium. 

Tran.^ylvania ^Jnirirsilif. — Wc arc indebted to tbc politeness of the professors 
of this university^br a catalogue of tbc olliccrs ami students in the medical de- 
partment from til is, we learn with pleasure tliut the number of students is two 
liumired and three. 

It is stated that the academical department is also in a very flourishing con- 
dition, under tlie care of I'residcnt Wooils. 'J'he mimber of students, includiiig* 
those in the jireparatory school, is stated to be one hundred and fourteen. 

Dewees* s Practice of Physic. — Dr. Dewkks is jircparing for publication a sys- 
tem of practical jne<liciue. 1’hls work, we have tbc best authority for assert- 
ing, is not inteiflh'd as a popular one, as has been announced, but for the pro- 
ft*ssion. It will be strictly a practical book, divested as far as possible of theo- 
retical disquisitions, and will contain the result of nearly forty years experience. 

^ %!azvniire and Srhedcl*.^ St/nop.si.s of the Diseases (f the Skin. — Messrs. Carey, 
Lea & Caiiev have jmblislu'd an excellent translation of the above work, which 
w'e <lo not hesitate to prtmouiicc the best tlvit has ) et appeared on the diseases 
of wiiich it treats, • * 

9 

New PubUcationtt^ — The second edition of Ellis’s Metlical I'ormiilary, W'ith 
numerous adciitions; and Arnott’s Etements of I'hvsics, from the third London 
edition with additions, will be published in a few' da>s. 

MEDICAL 1NT*ELT.H;ENCE OF (lEORCIA. 

The Board of l*liysiduns hc'ld their animal meeting at Millcdgevillc, on the 
first Monday in l)ei;cinbi‘». There were forty-four applicants for a license to 
practice medicine; forty of whom were licensed, tw enty on the presentation of 
tliph>mas^ and twenty aVtei-^iresenting theses, and passing an examination. 

Dr. John li^alker, of Mailisun, Morgan county, was elected a member to 
the vacancy of Dr. Powell, who had forfeited his seat according to a hyc-l:>|)Ji^ 
the Hoard, and Dr. Jf'n^fius P. (iarvin, of Augusta, was elected in pla^j-/ 

Baber, resigned. 

T" . ..^'o^hc 5th 

The Central Medical Stjcrety closed its meetings on the 
Decemjjt r. The most interegting cornnfiiiiicatioii read before author, Dr. A. 
Malij^fa, or Miasma — its existence being .illogcther denied which was 

Jon<^, of Lexiygton, which gave rise to a great deal of ‘ ’ 

coiitiiyied for two evenings, without bringing it to a ^ 
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jilVu-c is rlc«:icd fov tin* cn.,uinjj Vfur, :iro as tolluws - - 
Ur. /A 77?-// /Irtnifiufii, I'lvsiilcni. | 

Dr. J ffnitUbni^ lj|l Vice l*res’iticnt- 

Ur. Brnj. J. It /iifr, Jtl Nice Prcsidoiit. 

I»r. Conv.spondinf^ Sccrcfan. ^ 

Dr. /A Jutes, Recording* SLcrtlary. ^ 

Dr. IVeems, Yrca.surer. 

Dr. Gurmm, ofiAliJlcdgeville, Orator. •• 

'J'Jie fj^llowing new members were elected, \u. : — Drs. Coaptr, of Columbia, 
fulmar, of Macon, Jod Branham, of l*utnani, Bostcdl, of I'int onion, Joi^s and 
IVaddd, Madison, and Savannah. • 

A code of medical elliics, rec ommended for the government of the profusion . 
throughout the state, was reported by Dr. AValkcr, Chairman of a Committee, 
appointed la^ winter. It wHs ameiidccl, adopted, and ordered for publication. 
'J'lic following resortition, on motiofi, was adop^d: — 

Utsolved, That the tliaiil^i of the society be tendered to Y)Y.J(tnrs, ftir his ora- 
tion, delivered before tlie society, on 'riic.sday e\enlng, 2c!inst. aiul that a copy 
be recjueslLd for ])ublicAl:ioii. 

A communication from Dr. JI. Jfull, was read before the society, on an ende-' 
niic jaundice, w'bicli lately ])re\ailed in Athens. •* 

TJic society tlieii adjourned till the first Monday in Uecemter, at 7 o’clock, 
I*. M. IKJy. * ‘ 


NEW VACCINE UKCUr.ATION IN TITILA DELPHTA. 

The undersigned having liecm appointed vaccinating plivsicians, under a new 
oulinancc of the select and common couucil.s, respectfully announce to the 
medical public, that in addition to their other duties, they will keep a constant 
supfilv offresli, e*enuine vaccine v inis for the accommodation of tfcc profession. 
Ilya provision in the aforesaid ordinance, they arc obliged to furnish tlie <*ily 
practitioners gratuitously, whicli lhe> will at all times do with •great pleasure. 
But owing to the great tiemand for virus from all parts of the country, to which', 
from their public position, they will necessarily he sub jecU*d, they have detiT- 
mined, after free consultation with their medicalfricnds, to require a small re- ^ 
muiieration for the extra trouble which they will incur hy this arraiigcmAt. 
Applications, therefore, (post paid,) from any part of tin' Ibiited Stales, ad- 
dressed to eitlier of llu- nndersigncil, and enclosing three *lollar.s, will mi i t 
with prompt attention. * • 

DAVID t:. SKEItliETT, M. 1). 

No. l<»j, S. ^Fcnik sired. 
CAuij. bue\vstAr, M. D. 

Nu. 150 , S, Fifl/i street ^ 

We cheerfully acquiese in the above plan, apd have no hesitation in stating 
our belief that the duties it proposes will he faitlifully t*\ecutcd by tlic vacci- 
nating physicians. 


PIIlT.y* S. PIIYSICK, M. D. 

^ N. CHAPMAN, M. 1). 
%W1LIJAM GIBSON, M. 1). 

TffiOMAS C. JAMES, M, 1). 

•. ISKa^C HAYS, iM. D. 

Phila^r^tiia, January •.>!!(, 1820. 


THO.MAS'r. IIEWSON, M. D. 
W. E. HOUNEE, M. D. 
HENRY *NEHJ., A1. D. 

J. K. MirCIIEI.L, M. D. 
THOMAS HA urns, M. D. * 


Editors ^S^'^er medical journals wdll please insert the above circular 
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Acltial eaiftcry in liicc(iti,!:;li, ‘2n9. 
A^lulns’^^^as^‘ of nipturo oftlic irfl vi*nf ri- 
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